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TO  THE  I^UBLICK. 

DURING  the  very  fliort  periodihat  has  clapfcd 
iioce  the  Reporter  laft  fubmitted  his  fentiments 
upon  the  poflureof  publick  afiairs,  a  variety  of  events 
iiave  taken  place,  which  have  given  a  new  afpeA  to 
the  war^  and  rather  induce  a  hope  ^hat  Europe  will 
find  rcpofe  and  experience  the  relloration  of  tran- 
quillity, at  a  much  earlier  day  than  appeared  to  be 
iprobable  at  the  commencement  of  the  year.  In 
Africa. and  Afia,  the  fucceHes  of  the  Briti(h  arms  have 
been  unparalleled,  both  in  refped  to  brilliancy  and 
importance.  Ind^d  when  we  contemplate  all  the 
circttmftances  of  the  expulfion  of  the  French  party 
from  the  court' of  Hydrabad,  accomplifhed  by  Lieu^ 
tenant-Colonel  Roberts,  who  with  the  co-operation 
of  the  Nizam*s  cav4lry ,  furrounded  the  camp  of  the 
French  army,  difarmed  all  the  fepoys,  and'  fecured 
ihe  perfons  of  all  the  French  officers  in  the  camp ;  and 
when «^e: refleft  on  the  capture  of  Seringapatam,  the 
vigilance  of  the  Adminiilracion  at  home,  and  the  pre- 
caution which  induced  them  early  to  fufped  the  de- 
fignsof  TippOo  Sultaun  in  conjunction  with  the  French 
Repubtick,  and  to  .apptlTe  the  Governor  General  and 
Council  pf  Bengal  of  their  apprthcnfions,  the  effec- 
tual means  they  immediately  carried  into  ei^ecution 
Vol.  I.  1799.  A  to 


(    ii    ) 

to  prevent  the  danger,  with  the  wife  conduft  of  the 
Governor  General  in  India,  and  the  aflive  exertions 
of  the  army  under  that  able  and  vidorious  com- 
mander, General  Harris,  wc  are  loft  iq  admiration 
at  fuch  a  wonderful  combination  of  forefight,  pru- 
dence, exertion,  and  fuccefsful  effort,  all  dire&ed  to 
the  fame  obje^  in  parts  of  dH^  gtdbe  far  dSftantlfom 
each  other.  By  the  death  of  Tippoo,  who  evidently 
fell  a  facriHce  to  his  own  perfidy^  the  Eafl  India  Coott- 
pany  are  relieved  from  the  conftdnt  apprehenfioas  <^ 
the  treacherous  defigns  of  their  bittereil  foe  in  Aiia!^ 
and  tlieir  poifeffidns  and  tierritottes  in  Indoftah  are 
placed  upon  a  much  more  fafd  footings  than  that  ota 
which  they  have  ftood  ever  (ioiee  the  meinorable 
campaigns  of  Lord  Give  and  $ir  Eyre  Coote.  The 
^cquifition  of  the  Myfot^  Country  is  mofk  iova^ 
luabl^,  and  the  proper  ufe  of  it,  will  effeftually  fc^ 
cure  the  peace,  |>rofperity  and  happineft  of  the  nyw 
riads  who  inhabit  the  diftri^s  of  the  immenfc  fpace 
4hat  compofes  theCarnatic^  and  fpreads  frotn'the  coaft 
t)f  Corotiiandel  to  the  coaft  of  Mahibar.    Whoever 

f 

h^s  read  the  papers  tranfmltred  to  the  £aft  India  Di-^ 
ret^ors^  and  to  the  India  BoUrd,  which  have  been  laid 
1be!foreParKameBt'*,wiH  admit  th^  juftice  of  thkeide^ 
*gmm,  and  fihd  it  difikuk  to  idecide,  whether  moft 
'praife  be  due  to  the  Governor  General  of  Bengal  for 
-[his  fagacity,  his  p^rfeVerance,  «itfd  bis  fiQnncfi,  or  lb 
the  ardent  zeal  oftheforcesw^i<^atchieVod  chit  gia« 
rious  work,  that  fo  well  emitks  tbem  to  the  ktmour* 

*  Vide  Appendix. 

able 
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able  diftiai^on  beftowed  upon  them  by  Lord  Mor* 
niogcoD  of  *'  iht^nce^nparable  army  of  India/* 

On  the  weftem  fide  of  Afia,  the  Britifh  arms  havf 
jbeen  exerted  under  the  command  of  Sir  WiUiam  Sid- 
jiey  Smithy  in  ^  manner  not  lefs  ufeful  and  glorious. 
With  a  fmall  and  limited  force,  that  gallant  officer 
has  been'  able  not  only  to  keep  the  boafted  con<- 
queror  of  Italy  at  bay  for  two  months,  when  fat  down 
with  a  powerful  army  before  an  ill  fortified  and  weak* 
ly  garrifoned  town  in  Syria,  but  at  length  compelled 
him  to  raife  the  fiege  and  retire  under  circumftances 
of  utter  dticomfiture,  dtfgrace  and  calamity.  So 
brilliant  an  exploit  is  fcarcely  to  be  paralleled  in  the 
^tftory  of  the  world,  and  it  plainly  proves,  that  whe- 
ther exerted  in  little  or  at  large^  by  a  fmall  force  or  a 
great  one,  Briti(h  ikill  and  courage  will  .furmount 
every  difficulty,  and, make  theproudeft  conquerors  of 
the  age  bow  Kb  their  fuperiority.  Let  any  man  who 
knows  any  thing  of  the  imbecillity  of  the  Turkith 
Government,  of  the  total  ignorance  of  its  armies  of 
modern  ta&ics,  and  of  their  utter  incapacity  to  op- 
-pofe  a  regular  European  fprce  of  magnitude,  and 
-they  will  inflantly  perceive  •  that  the  merit  and  the 
-honour  of  having  humbled  the  lofty  pride  of  Buonar 
parte,  reduced  his  ranks  to  the  mere  Skeleton  of  an 
army,  and  relieved  Egypt  and  Syria  from  the  feverei 
^ague  that  ever  vifited  both  countries,  belong  foltly 
CO  €ir  Sidney  Smith.  To  that .  meritorious,  fpirited 
and  judicious  officer  we  have  to  afcribe  the  rcfcue  of 
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St.  John  D'Acre  from  the  all-grafping  dominion  of 
French  republicanifm,  and  to  him  alone  is  due  the 
exalted  praife  of  having  almoft  annihilated  the  fqua- 
drons  under  the  command  of  Buonaparte,  who,  if  he 
yet  furvives,  may  be  confidered  as  a  wretched  wan- 
derer through  the  defart,  a  dreadful  example  of  the 
miferable  fate  that  is  the  furc  confcquence  of  the 
mad  ambition  of  thofe  who  wantonly  and  unprovoked 
carry  the  ravages  of  war  into  the  peaceful  fields  of 
their  unguarded  allies,  and  which  fooner  or  later 
falls  on  the  impious  and  the  profane. 

In  Europe  the  fcene  has  been  wonderfully  changed ; 
the  greater  part  of  Itafy  which  had  been  fo  rapidly 
overrun  by  Buonaparte^  and  made  the  fubjeft  of  the 
moil  unqualified  rapine,  extortion,  and  injuftice, 
has  been  entirely  recovered  from  the  fell  gripe  bf 
its  French  republican  robbers,  and  within  a  few 
months  fo  fuccefsfully  have  the  combined  forces  of 
Auflrians  and  Ruflfians  carried  on  their  operations  in 
reliflance  to  the  armies  of  Joubert,  Macdonald,  Mo- 
reau,  and  Championnet,  that  in  different  engage- 
ments each  has  either  been  defeated  with  great  lofs,  or 
obliged  to  retire  under  circumftances  of  effential  dit 
advantage.  In  Switzerland,  the  fqccefs  of  the  cam- 
paign  has  been  more  (hifting  and  various.  In  its 
commencement  the  Archduke  apparently  carried  all  , 
before  him,  but  latterly  the  French  have  gained  fomc 
ground.  The  fcene  of  adion  is,  however,  now 
changed^  and  we  are  to  look  to  another  part  of  tl>^ 
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Continent  as  the  feat  of  the  war.  The  events  to 
take  pluce  ihctc  are  yet  in  the  pregnant  womb  of 
time. 

With  regard  to  the  expedition  to  Holland,  oi| 
which  Bricilh  expedatton  hangs  with  fuch  anxiety, 
in  the  onfct  our  fuccefs  has  been  as  diflinguilhed  and 
as  great,  as  thefondeft  hopes  of  our  counu^men  could 
idefire.  Nq  fooner  had  we  landed^  an  operation 
effeded  in  the  face  of  an  enemy  well  prepared  for 
reiiftance^  than  we  repelled  that  enemy,  and  obtained 
pofleffion  of  the  ftrongell  fort  and  arfenal  on  the 
cpaft  of  Holland.  Almoft  immediately  afterward^, 
by  th?  good  conduft  of  Vice-Admiral  Mitchell^  the 
^eet  under  his  command  wei^  brought  into  fuch  a 
ilation  as  to  awe  the  whole  of  the  Dutch  fquadron 
into  an  immediate  furrender,  without  the  firing  of  a 
iingle  guQ.  T|)is  acquifition  alone  is  ample  recom* 
pence  for  all  the  charge  of  the  Expedition,  but  ftill 
more  important  obje<^s  may  poflibly  be  attained.  It 
is  true,  that  in  the  a<%ion  of  the  19th,  through  the 
rafli  impetuofity  of  our  Allies,  we  mifled  our  aim» 
and  many  men-^  liyes  were  facriBced ;  but  the  glo- 
rious Jiridory  fince  obtained  ovqr  the  united  forces  of 
theBa^avians  and  French,  and  the  important  capture  of 
Alkmaar,  afford  us  thehappicfl:  prefage  of  the  future 
emerprizes  of  our  army,  and  prove  that  although  the 
enemy  have  been  confiderably  re-inforced,  we  have  no 
occafion  tobedifmayed.  It  is  an  undoubted  fad  that  tbck 
majority  of  the  Dutch  are  heartily  (ick  of  their  frater* 
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aization  with  thePrencb  Republick,  and  eagerly  fxint 
^^r  a  {aft  opportunity  of  returning  to  their  former  go- 
vernment ;  but  while  the  robbers  have  their  piftoUat 
their  heads,  they  dare  not  avow  their  attachment  to 
their  ancient  ally,  and,  pditicaUy  fpeaking,  their  bed 
/i  icnd.  Wc  muft  carve  the  way  to  their  return  with 
the  fword,  and  thus  enable  them  to  (hake  off  the 
galling  yoke  of.  French  Republicanifm,  every  prin* 
dple  of  which  is  founded  in  the  direft  defpotifm, 
lander  the  prollituted  name  of  liberty. 

The  adive,  earnefl,  and  ardent  zeal  with  which 
^he  Efnperor  of  Ruifia  hAs  entered  into  the  alliance 
.witlji  Auftria  and  Great  Britain;  and  the  un* 
dauntc^c^  fpirit  on  every  occaiion  difplayed  by  the 
Ruffian  forces,  afford  the  mod  lively  profpeft  of  a 
deci&ve  tprmination  of  a  campaign,  commenced  in 
jtbe  moft  apfpicious  manner,  and  already  attended 
"with  many  brilliant  and  important  fucceiles.  If^ 
tliercfore,  the  Allies  adhere  ftridtly  to  theif  avowed 
jobjcft,  (the  delivery  of  the  States  of  Europe  which 
ithe  French  Republick  have  feized  upon,  and  held  in 
bonds  of  the  moR  abjed  ilavery,  and  their  reftora- 
lion  to  their  natural  iiniependence  and  weight  in  the 
fcale  of  nation^,)  it  is  almofl  impoffible.  but  tliat  the 
glorious  end  will  be  attained.  The  dekifion  which 
the  French  Republick  firft  praftifed  on  furrounding 
5)tates,  and  the  falfe  glare  of  freedom  with  which 
thty dazzled  their  neighbours,  are  no  more;  the 
•muik  is  torn  away  from   the  Gorgon  face  of  thfe 
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hideous  monfter,  and  the  horrid  features  of  the^Me- 
dufa*s  head  are  expofed  to  the  deteftation  and  ridi« 
culc  of  all  who  dare  honeftly  avow  their  opi- 
nions. Let  us,  therefore,  indulge  the  fond  hope, 
that  the  French  themfelves  will  imitate  our  anceftors 
in  their  conduft  at  the  Refloration^  and  rife  as  one 
fiian  to  overthrow  the  tyranny  of  their  republican 
rulers.  Conqueds  by  the  Allies  may  tend  materially 
to  accelerate  the  approach  of  this  much  to  be  defired 
events  but  the  ultimate  effort  muft  be  the  work  of  the 
French  people. 

The  Britifh  Parliament  has  been  aiTembled  at  an 
unufually  early  feafbn,  for  the  fake  of  legiflating  a 
meafure  calculated  to  ftrengthen  the  arms  of  the 
Executive  Government,  and  the  little  oppofition  that 
has  been  made  to  it,  proves  the  confidence  that  the 
people  of  England  repofe  in  an  Adminiftration, 
which  has  evidently  Ihewn  the  moil  unvaried  atten- 
tion to  the  publick  interefts,  and  has  been  more  than 
ordinarily  fuccefsful  during  a  war  the  .  mod  critical 
and  dangerous  of  any  the  country  was  ever  engaged 
in.  May  Providence  in  its  wifdom  bring  it  to  a  for-^ 
tunate  and  fafe  concluiion,  and  make  it  the  certain 
means  of  diiTufing  the  bleflSngs  of  peace  throughout 
the  world ! 

Siueen-fireetf  Wejhmnjler^ 
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WOODFALL'S 

iPARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS. 

BEING  THE  FOURTH  SESSION  OF  THE  EIGHTEENTH 
PARLIAMENT  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

*TUESJ>Ay,  SEPT.  ^4- 

HIS  Majcftjr  weVit  in  his  ufual  ftate  to  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  and  beirtg  feated  on  the  Throne,  fent  Sir 
Francis  Molyneux,  Ufhcr  of  the  Black  Rod»  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons^  to  fummon  that  Houfe  to  attend  at  the  fiar.  The 
Commons  came  immediately^  when  his  Majefty  opened  the 
Sei&on  with  the  following  moft  gracious  Speech  from  the 
Throne : 

.  Afy  Lvrds  and  Gentliment 

I  have  calkd  you  togcrher  at  (hft  unufual  (ea(bn)  in  order  to  recommend 
k   to  yoo  to  coolidcr  of  tite  propriety  i^i  enabling  Me,  without  delay,  to 
aTail  Myself,  to  a  farther  extenfion  of  the  voluntary  fer vices  of  the  mi- 
litia, at  a  moment  whirn  aa  increafe  of  our  aflive  force  abroad  may  bo' 
pfodu^ive  of  the  moft  important  and  bencfictal  confequences. 

We  have  ieen  the  happy  e/fe£ls  of  the  mcafure  which  you  adopted  on  this 
ftil^eA  in  the  lail  feflion  \  and  the  forces  which  I  was  thereby  enabled  to 
cjTifloy,  have  already  difplayed,  in  the  face  of  the  enemy*  a  courage*  dif- 
cipiine  and  fteadinefs  worthy  of  the  character  of  firitith  foldiers. 

In  the  fliort  interval  fince  the  cloie  of  the  laft  ieflion,  our  fituation  and 
jirofpefls  liive,  under  the  blefllng  of  Providence,  improved  beyond  the  moft 
£«nguine  expedation.  The  abilities  and  valour  of  the  commanders  and 
troops  of  the  combined  Imperial  armies,  have  continued  to  be  eminently 
difplayed :  The  deiiverance  of  Italy  may  now  be  confidered  as  fecured  by 
the  refalt  of  a  campaign  equal  in  fplendour  and  fuccefs  to  any  of  the  moft 
brilliant  recorded  in  biftory.  And  I  have  had  the  heartfelt  fatlsfa^ion  of 
Seeing  the  valour  of  My  fleets  and  armies  fuccefsfuily  employed  to  th« 
niSftance  of  My  allies,  to  the  fupport  of  Our  juil  caufe,  and  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  moft  important  interefts  of  the  Briti(h  empire. 

The  kingdom  of  Naples  has  been  refeued  from  the  French  yoke,  and  re- 
dored  to  the  dominion  of  its  Uwfnl  Sovereign )  and  M^  former  connedUont 
with  that  Pow«r  have  been  renewed. 
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Tffe  Fiench  expedition  to  Egypt  hat  continued  to  be   produAive  of  ca- 
kmity  and  difgrace  to  our  enemiefi  ;  while  its  ultimate  Tiewt  againll  our 
Eaftern  9oSt(R<mt  have  been  utterly  confounded.    The  defpcrate  attempt 
which  they  have  lately  made  to  ntricate  themfelves  from  their  difficultief , 
fcas  been  defeated  by  the  courage  of  the  Turkiih  fbrcet,  direftcd  by  the 
ikill^  and  animated  by  the  beroifro  of  a  Bntifli  officer  with  a  (malt  portion  of 
My  naval  force  under  his  command :  and  the  overthrow  of  that  reftleft  and 
perfidious  power,  who,  inftigated  by  the  artifices,  and  deluded  by  the  pro- 
mifi-s  of  the  French,  had  entered  into  their  ambitious  and  deftruAive  pro- 
je^ls  in  India,  has  placed  the  BritiQi  ihtercfts  ia  that  quarter  in  a  ftate  of 
fulid  and  permanent  Security. 

The  vigilance,  decifion,  and  wifdom  of  the  Governor  Gcnefal  in  Cbtttf.  i 
^U  ^n  this  great  and  important  occafion^  and  the  triiDd  abilitiet  4od  valour 
of  the  commanders,  officers,  and  troops  employed  under  bit  dire6tion,  are 
ei|tit)ed  to  My  higfaeftpratle. 

There  is,  I  truft,  every  reafon  to  etpeft  that  tUt  e^brt  whkh  t  am  makhig 
Ibr  the  deliverance  of  the  United  Provinces  will  prove  fuecersful.  The 
Britifh  arms  have  refcued  from  the  pof&flion  of  the  enemy  the  principal  pott 
and  naval  arfenal  of  the  Dutch  Republic  $  and  although  we  have  to  regret 
ttit  lofs  of  many  biave  men  in  a  fubfcquent  attack  againft  the  enemy, 
whofe  pofitiun  enabled  them  to  obftnift  our  progreft,  I  have  the  ftixmgeft 
ground  to  expeA  that  the  (kill  of  My  GencnJs,  and  the  deteraiined  refo- 
latJon  and  intrepidity  of  My  troops,  aiWl  thofe  of  My  alTieti  will  fbon 
iilr mount  every  obftacle  {  and  that  the  ffeet  which,  under  the  Ufurped  do- 
minion of  France,  was  destined  toco-operate  in-the  invafion  of  thefe  i(lands» 
may  fpeedily,  I  truft^  Under  ttt  ancient  ftandard,  partake  in  the  glory  of 
reftoring  the  religion,  liberty  ami  independence  of  thofe  provinces,  (6  long 
iir  intimate  Union  and  alliance  with  this  country. 

While  you  rejoicewith  Me  in  the  events,  whieh  added  fb  much^ttftre  to 
the  Britifh  chanifter,  you  will,  I  am  perAiaded,  as  cordially  j<nn  in  the 
fentimentt  fo  juftly  due  to  the  conduA  of  My  good  and  faithful  ally  the 
£mperor  of  Ruflia.  To  his  magnanimity  and  wiidom,  direfting  to  fb 
many  quarters  of  Europe  the  force  of  his  extenfive  and  powerful  empirCt 
We  are  in  a  great  degree  indebted  for  the  futcefs  of  our  own  efforts,  at 
well  as  for  the  raptd  and  favourable  change  in  the  general  fituati#n  of  af- 
fairs. }  have  direded  copies  to  be  laid  before  you  of  thofe  engagements^ 
vfhich  have  confolidated  and  cemented  a  connexion  Co  confonant  to  the  per- 
mancnt  intereftsof  My  empire,  and  fb  important  at  the  prefent  moment  to 
c^ery  part  of  the  civilized  world. 
*     GentUmgn  of  ihe-Houfi  of  Common  ft 

The  ample  fupplies  whicU  you  have  granted  to  Me  in  the  courie  of  the 
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U&  icffiooy  villy  I  trot,  fo  nearly  provide  for  tht  esigencits  of  the  public 
kmce,  twm  on  the  extenisve  fctle  which  our  prefent  operations  require,  at 
to  enable  Me,  wkhoat  further  aid,  to  coniiaue  thofe  exertions  to  the  cJoft 
«f  the  prcfeat  year  j  bat,  in  order  to  afford  you  the  convenieace  of  a  longer 
Rcefs,  I  lecommeud  It  to  you  to  coofider  o^  providing  for  the  expencc 
whidi  will  be  ncceffary  in  the  early  part  of  the  enfuing  year  j  and  with  thit 
fiew,  I  have  ordered  the  proper  eftimates  to  be  laid  before  you. 

M/  Lords  and  Centlimin» 

In  pwrf"y"c?  of  your  recommendaiion,  I  judged  it  proper  to  coninauni- 
caue  to  My  twoHouiea  of  Farliameqt  io  Ireland,  at  tlicclofc  of  their  laft 
Ifffios,  the  feDtimects  which  you  had  exprefled  to  Me  refpeaiog  an  in- 
corporadng  Vniaii  with  that  Kiagdoan. 

The  experience  of  every  day  oonfirras  Me  in  tlie  perfuaiton,  that  fignal 
benefits  would  be  deriTed  to  both  ccuatries  from  that  important  meaAiref 
and  I  truft  that  the  difpofition  of  My  Parliament  there,  wilt  be  foand  to' 
CQfTvfpoiid  with  that  which  you  have  manifefted  for  the  accomplifliment  of 
a  work  which  would  tend  fo  muffi  to  add  to  the  fecurity  and  happinefs  of 
all  My  Jri(h  fubjefts,  and  to  confolidate  the  ftrength  and  profperity  of  the' 
empire* 

As  fooii  as  hisMajefty  had  retired,  and  prayers  were  over, 
&^  Duke  of  Marlborough  took  the  oaths  and  his  feat ;  after 
which.  Lord  £ldon  was  introduced  between  Lord  Grenville^ 
and  Lord  Walfinghatn,  and  was  fworn,  and  then  feated  oa- 
the  Barons'  Bench  with  the  ufual  ceremonies* 

The  King's  I'peech  was  read  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and' 
afterwards  by  the  clerk  at  the  table.    .       . 

The  Marquis  of  Backimgham  then  rofe,  and  prefaced  hi$» 
motion  for  an  addrefs  to  the  throne  in  a  very  able  and  mafter*-^ 
ly  fpeech.  The  Marquis  faid,  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
trefpafs  long  oo  the  time  of  their  Lordfhips,  but  that  he  would 
endeavour  to  comprefs  his  fentiments  iqto  as  (hort  a  fpace  ast 
poiribie.  yic  confidered  the  fpeech  they  had  jufl  hearid  frook 
the  throne  as  a  high  compliment  to  that  invaluable  conditu^* 
tional  force  (tlie  militia  of  this  kingdom]  with  which  he 
eftimated  it  a  great  honour  to  have  been  To  many  years  clofelyt 
conacSed,  having  ferved  in  it  from  his  earlieft  manhood.  He 
fpoke  of  it  in  terms  of  the  warmeft  praife,  for  the  excplletit 
condu^ti  exad  difciplioe*  Ready  valour,  and  unfhakeo  loy- 
ally which»  during  the  preflure  of  a  war  altogether  ^npre«> 
cedented  in  point  of  difficulty  and  danger>  it  had  mantfe(le4 
for  the  general  welfare,  by  volunurily  offering  to  ferve  either 
|t  home  or  ^aliroad^.  fts  the  public  CKigpnc^  mig^t  require, 
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He  faidi  parliamentary  faith  was  to  beconfidered  as  the  cor-- 
ner-ilone  of  the  militia  inAitution  ;  and  he  hoped  that  le- 
giflative  pledge  would,  in  all  times  and  under  all  circum'r 
{iancesy  be  ret igiou fly  adhered  to.  In  refped^  to  the  mea- 
fure  hinted  at  in  the  fpeech  from  the  throne  as  the  capfe  of 
thus  calling  together  the  Parliament  at  an  unuAial  Teafon,  ancl 
which  probably  would  (hortly  be  fubmitted  to  the  Houfe 
for  its  confideration,  he  trufted  that  no  attempt  would  be 
made  to  violate  the  facred  pledge  to  which  he  had  alluded ; 
and  he  aflured  their  Lordfliips  that,  if  he  entertained  the  lead 
idea  that  fuch  an  attack  on  the  fblemn  compadi  on  which  the 
militia  was  inftituted  had  been  meditated,  he  would  have  been 
the  laft  man  living  who  would  have  flood  up  on  the  prefcnt 
occafion,  and  moved  an  addrefs,  grounded  upon  the  fpeech 
yith  which  his  Majefty  had  opened  the  feflion.  He  had  lived 
too  long  and  too  much  with  the  militia  not  to  know  their  high 
fpirit,  active  efforts,  and  eager  zeal  to  dare  every  difficulty, 
and  danger  in  the  fcfrvice  of  their  country;  and  he  hopec^ 
every  noble  Lord  prefcnt  would  participate  with  him  in  his 
feelings  on  the  fubjefl.  At  the  fame  time  he  knew  the  jealoufy 
entertained  by  the  militia  in  refpcdl  to  any  thing  like  a  vio- 
Idtion  of  the  principles  on  which  they  were  inftituted,  and 
therefore  he  flattered  himfelf  that  the  iitmofl  impartiality 
^ould  be  exercifed,  and  that  thofe  who  had  been  firft  in  theii- 
iiotuntary  oiFers  of  fervice  abroad,  would  be  firft  preferred  and 
feleded.  He  adverted  to  the  ancient  formation  of  the  mi-1 
Ittia,  and  the  exprefs  terms  on  which  that  invaluable  force 
had  been  called  forth,  and  (aid,  nothing  but  the  imperious 
Aeceflity  of  the  extraordinary  war  in  which  the  country  was 
engaged,  owing  to  the  uncommon  means  reforted  to  by  the 
inveterate  enemy  of  religion,  order,  morality,  and  civil  fub- 
^{nation,  to  enforce  its  uhjuftifiable  ambition,  <:ould  war« 
fant  the  trailed  departure  from  the  original  militia  fyftem, 
and  he  hoped  v\  hen  Providence  in  its  wifdom  fhould  reftore 
tranquillity  to  Europe,  the  militia  would  be  brought  back  to 
its  iirlt  principles,  and  confined  within  the  (hape  and  fervice 
for  which  it  was  originally  defigned. 

When  he  looked  round  and  contemplated  the  events 
of  the  prefent  year;  when  he  faW  the  brilliant  fuccefii 
which  had  attended  oiir  arms  in  almoft  every  quarter  of  the 
globe,  and  particularly  in*  a  quarter  where  rt  was  lead  to 
ie  expe£ied  ;  he  could  not  help  confidering  thefe  as  advan- 
tages very  (hort  of  thofe  which  Providence  had  in  ftore  for 
us.  In  confequence^bf  fame  of  the  events  which  had  takcti 
^.  place 
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place  within  the  prefent  year ;  in  confeqiience  of  the  iibera- 
tion  of  a  large  arnfiy  which  had  been  kept  up  in  the  country  ; 
and  the  liberation  of  a  large  fleet  which  it  had  been  neceifarjr 
$0  keep  conftanily  ftattoned  in  the  Northern  ^eas ;  many  of 
thofe  provifions  which  part  lament  had  adopted  for  the  defence 
of  the  coafts  were  no  longer  necelfary.     Under   the  prefent 
circumftances,  therefore,  it  would  be  wife  in  Parliament  to 
entruft  the  defence  of  the  country  to  the  original  militia,  who 
were  fully  competent  to  that  objeS  ;  and  to  that  moft  inva- 
luable body  of  men,  of  whom  he  could  not  fpeak   wirh  too 
inuch  praife,  the  Volunteer  Corps  of  this  country.     Befides 
reducing  the  prefent  militia  eflablifhment   to   its  original 
fiandanl,  at  which  it  would  be  amply  fufficient  for  all  the 
purpofes  of  internal  defence,  poble  Lords  would  fee  the  wif- 
.doin  and  expediency  of  adding  to  the  number  of  onr  troops 
-who  were  at  prefent  in  Holland,  fo  as  to  enable  them  to  re- 
(lore  to  the  United  Provinces  their  ancient  conilitution,  their 
religion,  liberty,  and  laws,     if  it  was  wife  to  difembody  fo 
much  of  the  militia  force  of  the  country  as  was  not  neceffary, 
it  would  be  alfo  wife  to  take  thofe  men  into  the  regtilar  forces 
who  (hould  make  a  voluntary  tender  of  their  fervices,  in  order 
that  they  might  be  employed  abroad  with  honour  to  them- 
felves,  and  with  benefit  to  their  country.     He  was  afraid  he 
|)ad  detainetl  the  Houfe  too  long  on  a  fubjedi,  concerning 
which  he  felt  a  very  great  degree  of  anxiety.     With  refpeft 
to  the  other  parts  of  his  Majefty's  fpeech,  he  had  little  more 
to  add  to  the  animated  detail  that  was  contained  in  it.     He 
would,  however,  bee  leave  to  call  their  Lordftips'  attention 
to  Tome  of  the  principal  circnmftances  which  were  conne6^ed 
W4th  the  prefent  war,  and  tlie  prefent  ftate  of  the  belligerent 
powers.     And  firft,   he  mull  take  notice  of  the  wanton  im- 
piety, the  injuftice,  cruelty,  and  flagitious  barbarity  of  the 
JJrench  nation  ;  together  with  the  fate  that  had  attended  every 
ad  of  their's  undehaken  upon  thofe  principles.     Everyone 
had  beheld  that  which  was  called  the  all-conquering  army, 
-with  the  arrogant  conqueror  at  the  head  of  if.  Every  one  might 
Jiave  obferved  the  mad  ambition  with  which  he  was  aduated  ; 
the  extenfive  plans  of  conqiieft  which  he  had  projefled,  and 
the  impious  perfidy  with  which  he  invaded  a  country  that  was 
not  at  war  with  France.     Yet  this  man,  who  was  called  the 
conqueror  and  the  hero,  was  defeated  and  fruflated  in  all  his, 
attempts,  from  the  celebrated  battle  of  Aboukir,  to  the  re-  ^ 
markable  fiege  of  Acre.     He  was  feen  fitting  down  before 
^A  inconCde^able  and  ill-fortified  town,  which  he  regularly 
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\t^\Qg^i  with  his  army;  and  was  afterwards  Teen  to  retreat, 
loaded  with  difgrace,  and  conipleatly  defeated  by  a  handful  of 
Britilh  failors,  who,  on  that  occafion  were  converted  into  fol- 
ders ;  and  by  the  few  Turks  whom  the  prefence  of  our  fmall  . 
naval  force,  and  the  exertions  of  that  able  and  gallant  officer 
who  coiiupanded  the  expedition,  infpired  with  a  degree  of 
courage  which  otherwife  they  never  would  have  dii played. 
When  aN  th^fe  ivonderful  events  were  feen  to  take  place,  the 
mind  of  tnaa  mtift  be  lo(l  in  aftonilhinent,  while  it  contem- 
plated the  awful  Uirpofuions  of  Providence ;  and  beheld  wick« 
ednefs,  impiety,  and  treachery  recoil  upon  themfelves^ 
and  meet  that  fate  which  they  fo  juftly  meriied.  After 
pointedly  adverting  to  the  leading  circuinitancest)f  the  pro- 
grefs  of  Buonaparte  till  he  came  to  fit  down  before  Acre,  and 
Ibewing  that  in  every  (iep  he  aggregated  violations  of  the 
jus  gentium^  and  added  the  moit  extreme  injuftice  to  the  moft 
Oitravagant  inhofpitality,  he  tookoccalion  to  pay  Sir  Sydney 
Smith  a  handfome  compliment  for  his  gallantry,  bis  fpirit^ 
and  his  (Mccefs,  with  a  fmall  force  oppofed  to  the  confident 
and  vainrglorious  conqueror  of  Italy,  at  the  head  of  an  army 
habituated  to  vldory.  The  Marquis  truded  that  in  due  time 
the  country  would  do  juftice  to  the  gallant  officer  who  had 
rendered  the  common  caufe  of  Europe  fuch  eflential  fervice. 
Ha  would  next  call  the  attention  of  their  Lordlhips  to  the 
fate  of  that  perfidious  enemy,  the  bittercft  foe  of  Great  Bri* 
tain,  in  Afia.  whofc  pride  had  been  humbled  in  the  diift,  and 
wkv^ife  capital  was  lately  taken  by  our  incomparable  army 
in  India.  He  did  not  know  which  to  admire  molt,  the  fteady 
courage  with  which  the  aiTault  was  conduced,  or  the  hu» 
inaniiy  ot  the  officers  of  th^  troops  whoatchieved  fuch  a  bril- 
liant and  important  vidory,  in  their  attention  to  the  de- 
foncelefs  part  of  Tippoo  Saib's  houfehold.  Both  they  and  the 
fotldiers  were  entitled  to  the  higl^cft  pratfe$  of  the  country  ; 
and  it  gave  him,  the  Marquis  faid,  additional  fatibfadion, 
when  he  recollc£led  that  it  was  owing  to  the  wifdom,  pru- 
dence, and  magnanimity  of  the  Governor  General,  with 
"whom  he  had  for  many  years  had  the  honour  and  happinefs  . 
t(^  live  in  habits  of  the  utmoft  intimacy.  He  fpoke  pf  Lord- 
Mornin^ton's  conciliatpry  manners,  and  diftingutfhed  ta- 
lants,  with  the  convidion  of  truth,  and  the  ardour  of 
fcicnd{hip.  After  having  detained  the  Houfe  fo  long  with  a  re- 
capitulation  of  thofe  Cervices  which  threwa  luftre  on  the  Bri- 
tUh  character,  that  was  never  known  in  any  former  period  of 
our  hiltory,  he  would,  he  faid,  trefpafs  a  little  longeron  their 
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Lordfliips'  attention,  by  advening  to  the  beft  and  mod  power- 
ful of  our  allies.  It  was  with  infinite  fattsfa  liou  and  plea- 
fure  he  beheld  the  late  ailooifhing  and  gigantic  efforts  di 
the  Emperor  of  Ruffia.  and  it  was  with  (lill  greater  fatis- 
fai^ion  he  confidered  that  to  the  wifdom,  energy,  magnani- 
mtty,  andf  above  all,  the  fidelity  of  that  illudrious  Princ«, 
Europe  might,  in  a  confiderable  degree,  be  indebted  for  her 
deliverance.  It  was  his  wifdom  and  energy  that  fervcd  to  in*- 
fpire  the  falling  powers  of  the  Continent ;  and  toputa  fiop  to 
the  fatal  policy  of  thofe  Courts  that  would  have  conckjckd  s 
peace  with  a  perfidious  cnciny,  which  w^uld  only  prtparc 
the  way  more  fucely  for  their  own  deft  rue '.ion.  it  wa«  to 
iiis  wifdom  and  his  exertions,  that  the  Ottoman  Empire  was 
indebted  for  the  fecurity  it  now  enjoyed  ;  and  in  fhort ,  it  wai 
thefe  exertions  that  faved  Europ*''from  that  rapid  fcetie  of 
defolation  with  which  (he  was  threatened.  There  were  manjf 
other  parts  of  his  Majcfty's  fpeech  on  which  he  could  en- 
large with  peculiar  pleafure,  arnl  froiTi  which  he  could  holJ 
cut  flattering  profpecAs  to  the  country;  but  he  would  not 
f  refpafs  on  their  Lordlhips*  time  by  alluding  to  any  other  part 
than  that  which  related  to  the  lifter  ki'^gdom. 

Having  paifed  fome  years  of  his  lite  in  Ireland,  though  he 
could  not  prefume  to  ftate  himfclf  to  be  a  competent  j<jdge, 
he  might  neverlhelefs  lay  claim  to  the  character  of  an  ob- 
server, not  inattentive  to  what  paffed  before  him,  or  to  the 
manners,  cbaracierpy  and  intereftsof  the  Iri(h  peop'e.  lie 
faw  with  regret  the  many  wounds  that  the  lifter  kingdotn 
bad  fuffercd  within  the  two  laft  centuries,  from  her  own  in- 
ternal weaknefsy  and  he  was  convinced  that  an  union  be- 
tween the  two  countries  was  the  only  falutary  balnd  that 
could  heal  thofe  wounds.  He  faw  with  picafiire  the  goSi 
fenfe  of  the  I  rift  people  returning,  and  he  hoped,  that  fo 
wife  and  beneficial  a  meafure  won  id  fcxHi  take  pLce  with  the 
concurrent  approbation  and  confent  of  both  kingdoms. 
In  (bort,  he  could  ftate  it  as  a  fa^i,  which  he  had  learned 
from  the  firft  fources  of  information,  that  moft  ranks  of  pc<i- 
ple  in  Ireland,  particularly  the  pcafantry  and  all  the  lower 
orders,  looked  up  at  this  moment  to  an  Union  as  the  only 
means  of  bettering  their  conditio^,  and  of  raifing  theia 
from  that  ftate  of  abjeft  mifery,  ignr»rance,  and  poverty  ia 
which  they  were  funk.  His  Lordthip  concluded  with  mov- 
ing an  addrefs  in  anfwer  to  his  Majefiy's  fpeech. 

Lord  yitnherj}  faid,  my  Lords:  The  fpeech  of  the  noble 
Mover  of  this  Addrefs  has  added  to  the  di£culty  and  embar<* 
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jaffment  which  I  naturally  feel  in  obtruding  myfelf  for  iht 
firft  time  upon  your  Lordftips'  attention.  The  weight  and 
importance  which  belongs  to  every  thing  that  comes  from  a 
perfon  of  his  confequence  in  this  country,  would  of  itfelf 
be  fuflicient  to  intimidate  me  when  I  am  to  follow  him  upon 
an  occafion  ot  fuch  magnitude.  But  in  addition  to  this  con* 
fideration,  the  manner  in  which  he  has  anticipated  almoft 
all  the  topics  fnggefted  by  the  fpeech  from  the  Throne,  upon 
which  I  fliould  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  trouble  your  Lord<» 
Ihips  very  ihortly,  has  left  me  little  excufe  for  troubling  you 
at  all  i  and  it  is  fome  comfort  to  me,  that  in  proportion  as 
he  has  increafed  the  difficulty,  in  the  fame  proportion  he  has 
diminiihed  the  neceflity  of  my  trefpafling  upon  your  pa-* 
tie  nee. 

Upon  thofe particular  points,  which  form  the  main  ground 
of  the  reafons  for  the  prefent  calling  of  Parliament ;  points 
upon  which  the  noble  Marquis's  particular  fituation  enablo 
him  to  fpeak  with  fo  much  information  and  authority,  i 
fiiall  not  prefume  to  offer  any  thing  in  addition  to  his  argu- 
ments. Certainly  no  man  is  better  qualified  to  fpeak  of  tho 
importance  of  the  fcrvicc,  which  the  tniliiia  of  this  country 
has  rendered  to  the  empire  at  large,  of  the  zeal  and  alacrity 
with  which  thefe  fervices  have  been  offered,  than  one  who 
was  among  the  firft  to  bring  forward  and  give  animation 
and  cffcd  to  that  alacrity  and  zeal,  and  who  has  borne  fo 
large  a  fhare  in  thofe  fervices  for  which  they  are  entitled  to 
the  thanks  of  their  coimtry.  Certainly  no  man  can  be  lefs 
fufpe£led  of  a  deflgn  to  degrade  or  facrifice  that  diftinguifhed 
branch  of  the  public  defence,  than  one  who  has  laboured  (o 
earneflly  and  fo  fuccefsfully  to  bring  it  to  the  pitch  of  credit 
and  glory  ai  which  it  now  ftands. 

Leaving,  therefore,  to  your  Lordfliips*  judgment  th« 
confidcration  of  the  meafure  as  it  aflfeSs  the  militia  iifelf,  I 
hope  to  be  forgiven  if  I  endeavour  to  obviate  fuch  general 
obje£\ions  as  it  is  impoflible,  in  the  cutnmon  intercourfe  of 
fociety,  not  to  have  heard  Hated  ;  all  .which,  however,  ap- 
pear fufceptible  of  eafy,  and  as  it  flrikes  me^  fatisfa£lory 
anfwers. 

And  firft,  with  refpefl  to  the  general  ftatc  of  the  defenco 
and  means  of  this  country,  and  the  alledged  inconftftency  of 
this  meafure  of  ofFenfive  operation,  with  the  limited  fcaleof 
military  exertion,  and  with  that  of  onr  annual  expenditure. 
Undoubtedly  the  firft  and  moft  eifential  object  i&,  to  be  able 
to  hold  out  Xb  long  as  France  ikall  continue  what  fl^e  is  ia^ 
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power  andin  enmity  to  dtucptuitry,  a^d  infjenerti  hofttKtjn 
to  all  the  other  governments  of  the  world.  Undoubtedly^ 
the  only  certain  method  of.  fecttring.  this  ability  is  to  lioiit 
4Nir  eiertions  to  fuch  a  point,  that  even  if  the  >vhole  world 
fhould  fail  us,  and  if  we  (hould  be  left  agi^n,  as  heretofocc( 
we  have  been  left,  to  fight  the  battles  of  the  worid  and  our 
own  alone,  we  (hould  be  able  to  ftand  the  conteft  for  any^ 
undefined  period. 

But  though  this  be  certain,  and  though  it  be  indifpenfible 
that  we  (hould. not  exhauft  our  means  fo  as  to  run  the  rifqu^ 
of  falling  below,  this  point  at  any  tinie ;  and  though  the 
dmratim  of  our  efforts  be  much  more  to  be  confidered  than 
this  pofitive  force  at  any  particular  moment,  yet  it  does  nol 
folio w«  the  end  of  all  thefe  efforts  being  the  furviving  the  pre* 
feat  inordinate  power  and  ambition  of  France,  that  if  the 
frme  end  can  be  accompliihed  by  fo  doing,  we  ihould  not 
take  any  reaibnable  chance  of  (hortening  ttie  period  of  our 
duration  by  any  extraordinary  temporary  effort*  When  cir* 
Gumftances  appeared  to  open  a  fud^n  profped  of  morf 
vigorous  exertion  on  the  psurt  of  the  powers  of  the  conti* 
nent ;  when  the  oppreflions  of  the  people  whom  France  had 
ovef»ran,  appeared  ready  to  roufe  a  proper  fpirit  of  oppofil 
tioR  to  the  oppreflbrs ;  when  in  the  interior  of  France  herfelf 
were  difcovered  evident  fymptoms  of  debility  and  diftradion» 
it  would  have  been  a  narrow  and  pedantic  adherence  to  fyf* 
tern,  which  (houM  have  forbidden  our  improving  to  the 
titmoft  a  moment  apparently  fo  propitious ;  and  it  would 
kavekeen  an  ill -judged  economy,  which  ()iould  have  grudged 
9  temporary  exertion  beyond  the  ffjale  of  our  fettled  fyftenit 
for  the  chance  of  jfccomplifliing  the  end  of  that  fyftem  f^ 
much  the  footer.  Not  that  the  exeftion  could  in  its  nature 
be  (b  long  anid  laflting  as  to  alter  the  complexion  of  our  fyf* 
tern,  or  difai|le  us  at  any  tiiae  from  recurring  to  {t. 

Another  objection,  not  unfrequently  fiartcd,  is  the  gene- 
ral impolicy  of  Great  Britain  ever  interfering  in  continental 
war*  If  by  this  objedion  be  meant  only  that  Great  Britain 
can  never  hiave  an  intereft  iip  undertaking  foreign  conquefti^ 
for  the  fake  of  acquiring  territory  apd  doBoiiiiofv  op  the  (Con 
tinent,  nothing  can  be  more  true. 

If  it  be  meant  that  this  country  can  never  have  its  tqterefts 
lb  implicated  with  thole  of  other  powers  as  to  feel  itfelf 
eflentially  concerned  in  the  fuccefs  of  one  or  other  power, 
and  in  the  prefervatiop  or  the  reftoration  of  the  balance  of 
Europe,  all  hiiforyi  ei^ecially  fill  the  hiftory  of  |he  good 
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tithes  of  ihis  country,  plainly  pvovcb  the  contrary  of  fucfa  am 
i^flertion  ...... 

>'  It  mufl  be  intended,  then^to  aflert,  that  whatever  be  out 
Intered  in  the  warb  of  the  continent,  our  phyfical  fituation 
prevents  us  from  isver  taking  part  in  them. 
*  No  dotibt  phyfical  circumftances  miift,  to  a  certain  degree, 
l^mtt  the  exertions  of  every  country.  But  who  (hall  dravc 
the  line  where  the  power  of  exertion  ends  f  Who,  for  in-? 
fiance,  it'  he  had  been  called  upon  at  the  beginning  of  the 
prefent  war,  to  cftimate  the  efforts  and  the  facrifices. which* 
this  country  could  make  in  the  courfe  of  it,  wbuld  not  have» 
been  ftartkd  at  the  idea  of  one  half  of  what  avSlually  has 
been  dune  and  borne  chearfully  ?  What  if  two  years  agOf* 
when  the  funding  fyftem  was  ihaking  under  us,  we  bad 
liilencd  lo  the  prophecies  of  thofe  who  told  us  it  muft  ine- 
vitably fall,  and  that  we  conld  fubftitute  nothing  in  it9 
room  ?  and  yet,  who  would  forego  the  now  tried  atid  afcer<« 
tained  advantage  of  a  fydem  of  finance,  which  nothing« 
perhaps,  but  the  preflure  of  the  times  would  have  led  us  tq 
try,  and  nothing  but  thefpiritof  the  nation,  rifing  tn.pro** 
portion  to  the  preifure,  would  have  enabled  <to  fucceed. 
What  if,  when  at  the  fame  period  the  threat  of  invafioii 
Impended,  we  had  acquiefced  in  the  llatement,  true  un- 
doubtedly to  a  certain  degree,  that  we  were  without  an  army* 
and  that  we  had  not  the  means  of  internal  defence  ?  Yet 
look  round  our  coaft  now,  and  find  if  you  can  the  fpot  whero 
an  invading  epemy  could  hope  to  niake  an  impreflion; 
where  he  would  not  be  tnci  by  a  portion  of  ah  army,  for  it4 
fpirit  equalled  perhaps  by  few,  'and  excelled  by  none  of  thq 
pow^ersof  thecontitientw 

.  Who  is  there  among  the  political  ecooomifts  of  this  or  any 
former  age,  that  if  it  had  been  foretold  to  them,  that  aftef 
having  fubdued  and  trampled  into  fubmiflion,  or  awed  intq 
fear,  thegreiiter  part  f^  Europe,  France,  rich  in  popula- 
tion, gigantic  in  power,  elated  with  a  feries  of  conqued^ 
almoft  undifputed,  and  enriched  yv^itb  the  wealth  of  plundered 
liingdoms,!  QiouU  -fit  out  ah  expedition  with  the  choiceft  of 
her  troops,  the  mdft.flcilfnl  of  her  generals,  the  whole 
ftrengih  of  her  marine,  and  iboiild  bend  this  expedition 
againft'the  territories  of  a  power  mighty 'in  name  and  fize, 
but  feeble  and  defencelefs  from  want  of  exertion ':  who  if 
.they  had  \)tcn  told,  that  againft  this  formidable  armament 
none  of  the  nations/ apparefitlymoft  intereded,  ihould  beftii; 
themfelve'si  that  it  ihould.  psotecd  u«molcfted  to  the  execii- 

.        *  '  /.tioa 
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lion  of  its  enterprizcy  with  half  the  world  if  not  favouring, 
at  Icaft  afraid  to  oppofe  them :  who*  if  they  bad  been  ttjld, 
that  from  an  ifland  in  a  diftant  ocean^  containing  not  qq^o 
third  of  the  population  of  the  country  which  fitted  out  the 
CBterprizCt  not  one-tenth  of  the  population  of  the  empire 
againft  which  it  was  fentj^  'and  of  the  kingdom^  and  dates 
interefted  in  preventing  its  fiiccefs,  but  which  were  (landing 

.  around  in  torpid  and  hopelefs  admiration  of -the  plans  del^ 
fined' for  their  own  ruin ;  that  from  this  iiland  (hould  come 
the  ftrbk^  which  Oiould  lay  ptroftrate -the  pride  and,  hopes  qf 
this  ereat  entejprize  ;\thit^  the  fpirit  or  this  petty  iflar\d 
ibould  go  forth  to  blad  it  in  Its  butfet,  ihould  purfue  it  in  its 
progrefs,  check  it  at  every  {lbrn|  and  ultimately  eictinguiQi 
and  overwhelm  it ;  who,  of  t(ie  grave  calculators  of  popula- 
tion and  physical  flrengthy  would  not  have  (aid*  that  the  eve  At 
was  it.kfelf  utterly  out  of  nature  i  thai  the  attempt 'would  be 

.  frantic  s^nd  fruitlefs ;  and  that  for  a  country  fo  fituated  as 
tliis  is»  to  ftretch  its  .arm^  fo  far^  would  be  to  exhauft  i^s 
ilrengtb  ia  -the  eSurt  without  end  or  meaning?  And  yet 
trhat  is  the  whole  hiftory  of  the  difcomfiture  of  this,  wanton 
and  flagitujus  enterprizo  of  the  French,  from  the  memorable 
battle  oJFAbpvtl^ir  to  theafmoft  incredible  events  orth/:  (i^ge 
of  Acre*,  but  a  feries  of  proofs  of  the  prowefs  and  (Ireneth 
of  this  country!  a  (Irength  not  proportioned  to  the  (Calcula- 
ble powers  of  phyftcal^abil^ty  ;  a  prowefs  which  has  placed 
the  name  and  character  of  this  comparatively  fmall  and  it^« 
iigm6cant  part  of  the  world  on  a  pinnacle  of  glory^  to  which 
the  greatefty  and  the  pro'udeft  aixd  moil  powerful  empire^  of 
th^  world  look  up  with  wonder  and  admiratiqn  I,       ', 

What  if  in  addition  to  the  obvious  and  immediate.  objeSs 
of  an  enterprize,  in  itfelf  fo  gigantic  and  treaiend,Qt;s  as  that 
of  Buonaparte,  one  of  its  e(Fe£ls  was  to  be,  to  ci;t!oiF.pne  of 
the  great  fources  of  our  'national  power,  by  ihdigating  the 
native  powers  of  India  to  avail  themfelves  of  its  co-opera- 
tion to  overthrow  the  empire, of  this  country  in  tlje  Eaft! 
Would,  not  this  afford  to  the  (fatidical  examiner  of  the  poflible 
efforts  of  this  ifland,  an  additional  ground  for  didrufting  the 

Eoiiibility  of  our  (landing  the  conted?  And  what  would  be 
is  a(loni(hment  when  he  heard,  that  within  the  fame  year 
in  which  fb  fpletidid  a  feries  of  viAories  had  enabled  us  to 
confound  the  pride  and  power  of  our  enemy  ia  Europe  v  in 
the  fame  year,  but  within  the  period  of  a  (ingle  campaign, 
of  a  few  weeks,  the  army  of  this  country,  (poor  in  exertion 
and  powerlefs  as  it  might  be  fuppofed)  had  not  faved  only 

C  a  the 
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*fhe  empire  of  ni^hich  we  were  in  pofleflion ;  not  repelled  onTy 
'the  attacks  made  upon  them  ;  but  carried  war  into  the  heart 
'^Df  the  dominions  of  the  aggreflbr,  and  reduced  and' finally 
'eltinguiOied  his  power  and  naihe  for  ever  ? 

tVhat  if  in  addition  to  this  pidure  were  to  be  prefentetf 

to  the  view  of  the  philofopher.  Who  was  meafuring  pofGbTe 

itehievements  by  population  and  phyfical  (Irengthy  the  whofe 

courfe  of  the  MecUterranean  campaign ;  the  falvatidn  of  Na- 

iles  ;  and  finally  what  has  afiually  been  atchieved  by  the 

pirit  of  our  troops  in  Holland.     Is  there  any  one  df  thefe 

'things  lefs  apparently  beyond  our  ftrength  than  the  fijrthjbr 

efforts  vifhkh  it  is  now  propofcfd  to  make?  is  there  ariy 

'ground  from  this  (latement  to  decline  thefe  further  eftbrts, 

tiotn  the  fear  of  their  being  more  than  we  can  hopie  'to  ac- 

^cotnpliA^ 

But  it  Nvill  btf  afted,  ire  we  then  to  be  fed  afide  trim  tKe 

'Ibber  and  fafe  fyitem  of  our  own  halional  fecurity  by  a  defife 

'of  military  glory  ?  My  Lords,  I  confets  that  for  my  owYi 

^part,  I  find  it  impoffible  to  conteiViplate  all  that,  has  been 

'  done  by  the  arms  of  England  abroad ;  to  lodk  at  topires 

'faved;  at  kingdoms  refiored;  at  hoftile  fleets ^^nd  armies 

fwept  frOm  the  face  of  the  globe ;  at  the  fupport  of  friendly^ 

'iknd  the  eztertnination  of  hoftile  powers;  and  all  this  at- 

chtevedy  as  it  has  been  in  nxany  inftanCes,  by  the  finite  arm 

'of  Great  Britain.    Or  turnihg  from  this  fvo(pe6i  to  Took  at 

the  proud  and  infpiriting  array  of  armies,  embattled  for  the 

.'defence  oJF  oor  Sovereign  and  our  country,  without  feelinet 

I  hope,  a  jtril  and  blamelefs  pride  in  the  military  ftrength 

and  glory  of  Great  Britain  ;  \vithout  feeling  it  a  matter  of 

ftlf-cdngratolation,  that  the  calumny  which  ndt  many  years 

aeb  wa9  fo  common  in  the  mouth  of  our  vaunting  enemy, 

wnlth  often  was  almoft  tacitly  admitted  by  ourfclv^s,  <he 

imputation  that'  our  commercial  profperity  had  deprefled  and 

'oVerlaid  our  martial  fpiriti  ftands  refuted  in  the  face  of  the 

iPTorld ;  and  what  is  of  more  real  importance,  in  our  own 

confcious  feelings:  without  rejoicing,  that  the  Britifli  cha* 

;  rader  is  not  fo  fbftened  and  enervated  by  the  Unexampled 

bleflings  we  fo  pre-eminently  enjoy,  but  that  we  have  ftiU 

the  fenfe  to  know  that  by  the  fame  virtue  and  valour  which 

originally  won  them  to  us,  by  thefe  alone  can  they  fecurely 

l?  maintained ;  that  though  the  fteady  and  fettled  courfe  of 

juftice  and  law,  the  arts  o?  peaceful  induftry  and  flourifliing 

commerce  make  War  almoft  unknown  to  us  as  a  profeflion, 

we  have  neverthelefs  .not  forgotten,  that  the  fpirit  to  defend 

it 
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is  eiTeorial  in  exaA  proportion  to  the  value  of  v^hat  ts  to  be 
defended.  But  though  it  is  impoflible  to  exprefs  thefe  feeU 
Jtos  of  proud  and  boneft  farisfaaidn,  it  is  by  no- means  by  the 
iuipttife  of  military  glory  alone  that  we  could  be  j  unified  in 
engaging  in  anew  mode  of  war,  unlets  the  object  of  our 
contin^mal  expeditions  were  precifely  the  fame  with  that 
which  aniiiiaies  exertions  in  all  other  parts  of  the  fyflem, 
that  is,  the  upholding  the  independence  of  this  country,  and 
fo  far  as  the  common  interefts  of  this  country  and  others  go 
together,  the  liberties  and  inckpendence  of  Europe. 

I  know  that  there  is  a&other  prejudice  tlrung  againft  all 
•continental  t^rattons  whatever,  that  they  link  its  too  clofeljr 
with  continental  pothers  ;  that  they  render  us  dependent  on 
the^delity  of  allie6y>to  whom  we  look  for  co-operation  ;  and 
that  fuch  a  plan  of 'aflion  once  entered  upon  leads  to  inde* 
^  finite  and  complicated  engagements  in  which  the'interefts  af 
Great  Britain  are  not  uhfrequently  negleded.  Not  to  truit 
too  far  to  foreign  powers,  whcrethey  have  an  obvioos  inteieil: 
in  deceiving,  or  a  manifeft  femptation  to  betray,  is  certainly 
a  matter  of  no  doubtful'  policy.  But  furely  it  is  no  lefs  ttA« 
urife,  OB.  the  other  hand,  to  reje£l:  all  co-operation  which 
may  be  ufeful  fo  far  as  it  goes,  becaufc  it  may  ncjt  g» 
fhroughottt  by  the  fame  road,  or  to  the  fame  end  to  which 
our  views  aie  dire^ed. 

But  if  ever  there  was  a  cafe  of  continental  operation  ta 
>wfttchthi$caiftion  woaM  not  apply,  and  in  which  fufptctoit 
IwtNiU  feom  to  be  mtfptaced,  it, is  the  prefent,  where  the 
-COal^  is  for  an  objeA  confefledly  touching  Great  Britaiu 
more  n'early  <than.  any  other  continental  6bje6l,  the  libera- 
tion of  our  old  aUy.frem  the  yoke  of  our  inveterate  enemy, 
Wheiie  in  the  courfe  of  our  prefent  fuccefs,  fo  for  as  it  has 
gone,  we  have  already  t:iFeded  an  objed  fo  purely  Britifli, 
and  fo  great  in  its  extent,  that  in  former  times  it  would  have 
-been  oonfidered  alone  as  the  great  and  marking  feature  of  a 
campaign,  or  even  of  a  war,  the  capture  bf  the  Dutch  iieet  \ 
and  where  the  ally  co-operating  with  us,  befides  being  that 
power  which  from  the  unexampled  magnanimity  and  libe^ 
ralhy  of  its  conduct  has  beft  deferved  to  be  exempted  from 
all  fufpicton  of  feliiih,  much  more  of  treacherous  dirpofi* 
tionsi  befides  being  that  power  to  which  one-third  of  that 
part  of  Europe  which  France  had  fubjugated  already  owes 
its  deliverance,  is  that  which  has  perhaps  the  leaft  vifibie 
intereft  of  any  of  the  powers  whom  we  could  have  aflTociated 
ia  our  emerjgrizey  except^  fo  far  as  every  power^  and  every 

nation^ 
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liatioiiy  and  ev^ery  fovereign,  and  every  man  in  civifiled  Eif* 
rope,  has  a  common  and  mutual  intereft  in  the  fuccefs  of 
every  mcafure  which  tends  to  the  diminution  of  the  dom)« 
nton  of  French  power,  of  the  influence  of  French  princi- 
ples, and  the  operation  and  terror  of  French  arms. 

For  an  obje3,  therefore,  in  its  general  nature  foeflentially 
interefting  to  this  country,  touching  at  once  fo  nearly  its 
honor  and  its  power,  for  an  objeA  already  fo  fplendidly  b^. 
,gun,  and  which  a  vigorous  perfeverance  may  bring  at  no 
great  diftance  of  time  to  a  fuccefefui  iflue,  we  can  have  no 
fcniple  in  udng  our  beft  endeavours  to  give  every  additional 
firength  to  the  arms  of  the. country,  and  every  ftipport  whi(^h 
they  deferve  to  thofe  who  have  fo  gallantly  opene4i  the  career 
of  glory  to  their  countrymen  ;  and  it  cannot  be  entertained 
as  any  material  objedion  to  reforting  to  voluntary  zeal  for 
the  augmentation  of  force  which  is  now  in  queflton,  thai  tt> 
zeal  of  the  fame  defcription  we  are  indebted  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  the  internal  peace  of  this  kingdom  ;  that  Voluntaiy 
zeal  has  faved  Ireland  to  this  kingdom  and  to  herfelf ;  and 
I  doubt  not  that  the  fame  zeal,  if  permitted  to  exert  it fetf, 
will  reftore  Holland  to  her  alliance  with  thisempint^  in  re-* 
•llortng  her  to  her  rank  among  the  nations  of  the  world. 

My  Lords,  imprefled  with  thefe  fentiments,  I  beg  leave  tb 
fecond  the  addrefs  as  moved  by  the  noble  Marquis.  * 

I  Lord  Romney  faid,  he  rofe  merely  to  fay,  that  though  he 
ibcaritly  agreed  with  every  word  uttered  by  4he  ^wo  noble 
Lords  who  moved  and  fcconded  the  addrefs,  he  begged  Vt>"^ 
Jay  in  his  claim  hereafter  to  obje£l  to  the  bill  in  qoeuidto  re- 
lative to  the  militia.  He  faid,  he  confideredthe  militia  as  an 
Jnftitution  interwoven  with  theconftitucion  ;  the  fupjlleaien- 
tary  militia  he  regarded  as  the  creature  of  the  prefent  war.  He 
had  been  a  friend,  and  he  might  fay  a  zealous  friend,  of  thie 
militia  during  the  many  years  that  he  fat  in  the  other  houfe 
of  parliament,  and  he  was  (brry  to  have  witnefled  thatin  paf- 
fmg  a  militia  bill  a  few  years  fince,  in  an  unguarded  oio- 
mcnt,  the  word  pcrpetualvris  allowed  to  be  infertedtofllup 
the  claufe.  He  did  not  approve  of  any  military  force  being 
voted  perpetual,  and,  therefore,  he  wilhed  to  lay  in  his  chiim 
to  objeA  to  the  .bill  which  would  neceiTarily  be  brought  in 
on  the  fubje(^  alluded  to  in  his  Majefty 's  fpeech ;  at  ihc  fame 
time  he  begged  the  Houfe  to  underAand,  that  in  every  other 
part  of  the  addrefs  he  cordially  concurred,  but  he  would  not 
attempt  to  follow  the  nobk  Lords  who  had  already  fpoken, 
as  he  was  perfuadcd  he  ihould  difgrace  himfelfi.  if  he  ofiered 

a  fyl- 
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a  (yllable  on  the  fubjed,  after  fuch  eloquent  fpeeches  at 
ihetr  LordQiips  hud  heard. 

The  qiicftion  was  then  put  on  the  motion  for  the  addrefs, 
and  carried  netnine  dijfintiente.  A  committee  was  inftantly 
appointed  to  draw  it  up,  who  Toon  returned  with  it,  when  it 
^as  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  prefented  ^t  ^u  James's  the 
next  day. 

Lord  GrenvUk  moved,  <*  That  all  the  letters,  &p.  that  had 
pafled  between  the  Governor  General  in  India,  and  his  Ma* 
jefty*8  Mintfters,  within  a  given  period,  be  laid  before  the 
Houfe."  His  Lordthip  faid  he  moved  for  thefe  papers  in 
order  to  ground  a  motion  on  them  at  a  future  day,  refpedting 
the  Governor  General,  the  officers  and  foldiers  who  feryed 
at  the  ftorming  of  Seringapatam. 

The  Houfe  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TUESDAY,    SEPT.  24. 

•  The  speaker  apd  the  Houfe  having  been  called  to  the 
iloufe  of  Peerf:  to  hear  a  fpeech  from  the  throne,  and  having 
returned,  the  Speaker  informed  the  Houfe  that  he  had  caufed 
a  new  writ  to  be  iflued  for  the  eleAion  of  a  member  to  ktvc 
in  Parliament  for  Boroughbri<lge^  in  the  county  of  York,  in 
the  room  of  $ir  John  Scott,  now  I^ord  Eldon. 

The  fcilion  beii|g  opened  by  the  reading  of  a  bill  for  pre- 
yentingclandefline  outlawries  in  the  ufual  form, 

The  Speaker  faid,  he  and  the  Members  of  that  Houfe  had 
been  in  the  ifoufe  of  Peers,  where  his  Majefty  delivered  a 
gracious  fpeech,  of  which,  to  prevent  miftakes,  he  had  ob- 
tained a  copy. .   He  then  read  the  fpeech. 

Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre  faid,  that  however  inadequate  he  might 
be  to  enumerate  the  gallant  adjons  of  the  brave  troops  em* 
ployed  by  fea  and  land  in  his  Majedy's  fervice ;  however  in- 
Sulequaie  he  might  be  to  do  junice  even  to  his  twn  feelings  of 
the  fenfe  of  the  importance  of  the  fervice  of  fuch  a#force, 
yet  he  could  not  help  offering  himfelf  to  the  Houfe  on  the 
prefent  occafibn.  He,  in  common  with  the  other  members 
bf  the  Hou(e,  had  the  fatisfa<£iion  of  reflediing  on  a  feries  of 
exploits  fo  gallant,  and  atchievements  fo  glorious,  that  they 
heeded  no  eloquence  to  defcribe,  or  panegyric  to  increafe 
their  importance  ;  and  this  coufideration  afforded  him  an 
apology  tor  calling  on  the  Houfe  for  its  attention.  He  need 
inot  fay  much  on  jhe  condud  of  the  forces  that  were  em* 
|)loyed  againft  the  common  enemy  \  thpir  adions  carried 
«'  with 
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nvith  them- their  own  eulogium  ;  th^y  fpoke  iheir  own  pfair^ 
to  this  country,  to  Europe,  a/id  to  the  world  at  large,  and  that 
in  a  manner  which  was  much  beyond  the  power  of  words  to 
convey.     Indeed,  fuch  was  the  general  merit  of  all  the  forces^ 
that  it  was  difficult  to  feledany  particular  branch  of  their  fcr^i 
vice  asan  obje£t  of  peculiar  admiration*  or  as  that  which  waa 
entitled  to  thegreateft  ap^laufe  of  the  world,  or  the  particular 
thanks  of  this  country.     The  noble  fpirit  of  the  Empenor, 
fcconded  by  the  gallant  condu£l  of  General  Suwarrow,  had 
merited  great,  praife,  and  to  it  was  chiefly  to  be  afcribed  the 
deliverance  of  a  great  part  of  the  fouth  of  Europe  from  the 
degrading  yoke  of  the  French  republic.     Great  as  this  at* 
^hievement  was;  it  was  equalled,  if  not  furpafled,  by  a  fe-« 
ries  of  victories  of  our  own — the  total  defeat,  the  final  over* 
throw,  and  entire  deflrudiion  of  Tippoo  SuUauo.  That  rjed- 
lefs  and  perfidious  Prince,  who  was  joined  with  the  common 
enemy  in  views  and  wifhes  mvti  ho^ile  towards  the  Britifti 
Ji^mpire  and  every  other  regular  government  in  Europe,  and 
who,  with  them,  had  our  extirpation  in  view,  w^  a  circutn* 
fiance  the  mod  glorious  to  the  Britifh  name,  as  well  as  iblt 
tered  ;  for  in  that  particular  the  effort  was  exclufively  ouf 
pwn,  ^nd  it  had  placed  our  intereft  }n  that  quarter  on  a  folid 
and  permanent  foundation.     Much  praife  was  due  to  the 
Gpvernor  and  Council  there,  as  well  as  to  the  military  ;  bqf 
this  was  a  ppint  on  which  h^  Ihould  not^  dwell  at  prefpnt. 
Such  were  our  fpccefles  in  the  Eail:  but  our  good  fortune 
was  not.  confined  to  that  quarter,  it  was  equalled  by  events 
which  had  happened  pearer  to  opr  own  country.     Every  one 
who  heard  him  would  eafily  anticipate  what  he  was  alluding 
to — he  meant  the  efforts  lately  made  upon  the  continent 
againft  the  force  of  the  French  republic,  who  are  iiow  almofl 
f  very  where  in  Europe  feeling  the  mifery  of  their  condition^ 
asJhe  juft  ttfcA  of  the  fyfteni  which  fh^y  t^ave  fol^owed^ 
and  the  fate  of  the  caufe  in  which  they  have  engaged.     Bui 
now  it  was  time  to  call  the  attention  of  the  (ioufe  to  our 
grand  efforts  againfi  the  Batavian  Republic,  difgracefully 
attached  as  it  had  been  to  the  interefi  of  the  Frenc)^.     Th« 
naval  fkill  of  the  gallant  Admiral  Mitchell  flood  not  in  need 
of  praife,  but  his  actions  commanded  it :  upon  a  recent  oc«» 
cifion  we  all  felt  how  much^we  were  indebted  to  that  brave 
officer  for  the  capture  of  a  large  fleet  that  was  defttned  te 
join  the  common  enemy  in  the  defperate  endeavoiir  of  invad- 
ing this  country.     Our  gallant  army  too  in  that  country  de* 
teived  our  highefi  praife*     We  had  now  thp  entire  dooiinioii 
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of  the  Texel.  Ought  we  not,  under  all  thefe  circumftancesy^ 
by  every  means  in  our  povrer,  to  increafe  our  fotc6  in  that 
quarter  ?  A  meafure  was  adopted  laft  year,  the  gocKi  efieds 
of  which  the  Britifli  Empire  at  large  had  already  felt.  Our 
gallant  militia  had  been  too  long  confined  within  the  pale  of 
felf  defence ;  and  it  was  highly  flattering  to  thi^  force,  as 
well  as  confoling  to  their  country,  that  they  have  by  their 
condud  equalled  the  fondeft  hopes  of  their  country itien  ;  and 
it  was  highly  to  their  honour  that  they  had  mantfefted  not 
only  a  readinefs,  but  an  ardour,  to  ferve  their  country  in  any 
<)uarter  of  the  globe.  Let  us  conflder  the  beneficial  eiFe£l  of 
thus  employing  the  militia  ;  that  cStSt  we  had  already  fome 
experience  of  in  confcquence  of  that  admirable  bill  of  laft 
year,  which  enabled  his  Majefty  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  fer-* 
vices  of  the  militia  in  a  manner  which,  without  fuch 
billy  could  not  be  done.  Another  bill  alfo,  upon  the  fame 
principle,  excellent  in  its  kind,  had  pafled  lad  feflioni  which 
was  to  reduce  the  number  of  the  militia,  and  toJncreafe  the 
regular  force.  We  had  feen  beneficial  eiFe£ts  from  thefe 
mcafures;  ought  we  not  then  to  improve  upon  them  ?-^ 
When  he  confidered  the  military  force  of  this  country,  and 
the  probable  neceflity  for  the  ufe  of  it  in  a  defendve  way  fo 
much  diminifhed,  .and  the  neceflity  of  its  being  employed 
offenfively  fo  much  increafed,  he  owned  he  thought  it  was 
quite  unneceflary  for  us  to  have,  at  this  time,  more  than  the 
original  number  of  militia  force  for  the  internal  fafety  of 
this  country,  which  number,  he  believed,  was  about  30,000. 
If  he  was  right  upon  that  idea,  why  not  convert  all  above 
that  number  into  adive  regular  force  (with  their  own  free 
confent)  for  the  purpofe  of  fupporting  the  caufe  in  which' 
we  are  engaged.  Such  a  force  would  be  very  ufeful  for  fiich 
purpofe ;  and  as  to  their  power,  it  had  been  tried,  and  they 
had  conduced  thepifelves  with  a  difciplineand  a  courage  that 
Was  not  unworthy  of  the  mod  choice  veteran  troops  in  the 
Britlfh  army.  But  in  cafe  a  meafure  of  this  kind  (hould 
meet,  as  he  trufled  it  would,  with  the  concurrence  of  Parlia* 
xnent,  it  would  be  neceflary  for  a  very  confiderable  force  to 
be  put  immediately  into  a£tive  (ervice. 

Before  he  fat  down  he  mud  be  allowed  to  congratulate  this 
country  on  its  prefent  fituation,  a  fituation  of  late  very  much 
improved :  this  was  plain  to  every  one  who  would  take  the 
trouble  to  examine  it.  Our  revenue  flouriflied,  our  com- 
merce was  extended  beyond  all  precedent ;  the  enjoyment  of 
the  blei&ngs  which  fuch  a  condition  of  fociet^  produced, 
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ought  (6  induce  us  to  continue  in  the  courfc  and  keep  on'tho 
Hne  of  condiiv^t  which  had  produced  it.  Such  had  been  the  wif- 
dom  and^vigour  of-.  PaHiamcnt^  fuch  the  folid  good  fenfe  of 
the  people,  that  we  vi'cre  ftill  the  envy  of  furrounding  na- 
tions. The  caufe  of  our  profperity  .was  to  be  found  in  our 
attachment  to  our  country,  our  loyahy  to  our  king,  and  our 
devotion  to  our  God.  May  that  God  jirofper  the  eflPtms  of  our 
fleets  andarmiesjtd  pn>tccl  and  prefers  fuch  bleilings  !  He 
then  moved  2i\  hnvM^  addrefs  to  his  Majedy  in  the  ufuai 
form  of  an  echo  of  the  fpeech  from  the  throne,  &c. 
:  Colonel  £^cr^  feconded  the  motion,  the  following  are  the 
heads  of  .his'fpeech.  He  obfcrved  that  his  honourable 
Fricod  had  gone  fo  ably  cwdr  mdi  of  the-  topics  that  called 
for'patticuUr  atienliun,  thar  little  remained  to  be  faid  upon 
the  fubjcct ;  bux  he  (howld  beg  attention  while  he  dclifcred 
a  few  ientiments ;  and,  as  he  never  rofe  in  that  Houfe  to 
i^dak  without  feeling  mtjch  /embiirrafrtTient,  and  wi(hed  to 
be  correct  in.wfaai  he  faid^  he  fliotxld  have  occafton  to  refer 
t<t>  notes.  .     ..    /  • 

The  firft  du.ty  of  that  Houfe,  in  his  opinion,  in  confider- 
ing  the  fubjefl  before  it,  was  not  to  coniider  whether  any 
ioconventencies  would* arife  out  df  them^fute  immediately 
Unde^  confideration,  but  to  ftate  tht  balance-  between  good 
and  evil;  updn  that  view  of  the  matter  he  thought  the  plan 
of  converting  pAft  of  the  militia  intoaflive  force  was  a  very 
wife  one.     It  was  not*a  matter  of  mere  fpeculation,  we  had 
experience  of  its  cffeft  ;  wc  had  tried  it  in  Ireland,  and  the 
advantages  were  almofl  indcfcribably  great ;  indeed,  it  was 
not  a  wonder  that  it  fhoirld  be To — the  difcipline  and  bravery, 
as  vrell  as  other  military  qualities  of  the  militia,  were  admi* 
rahte ;  they  were  the 'terror  of  thofe  whom  they  came  to  op- 
pofe  ;  they.lntd-  fome  advaiytages  over  regular  troops  as  to  the 
inTpreffioji  their  prcfence  gave  to.  the  enepiy,  for  they  come 
not  like  regular  troops,  in  the  bare  execution  of  a  duty  in 
which  they  either  may  or  may  not  feel  an  intereft,  but  which 
duty  tht*y  will  perform,  merely  becaufe  they  are  bound  to 
perform  it— no;  they  come  in  no  fuch  doubtful  chara£^er  ; 
for,  by  their  appc^arance,  thje  enemy  is  affured  that  they  are 
volunteers  hearty  in  the  caufe,  and  appear  in  it  only  becaufe 
they  are  hearty  in  it;    This  totally  does  away  all  hope  on 
the  part  of  the  enemy,  and  ^11  fear  on  their  own  part  of  di- 
vifion  and  dilFcntion,  or  coolnefs  or  inditference  to  the  caufe 
in  which  they  are  engaged  ;  this,  therefore,  was  the  caufe 
>Thich  piot^uccd  the  beneficial  efix:<5l$  which  we  had  witneifcd 
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from  the  arrival  of  the  militia  force  in  Ireland ;  and 'it  is  to 
that  military  force  that  ^ve  are  chiefly  indebted  fqr  ^he  fup- 
pre(7ionof  the  late  unnatural  rebellion  in  that  kingdon;). 

The  Dutch  fleet,  they  all  knew,'  had  fwrrcndered^  a^d  if 
that  Oiould  be  all  that  eventually  we  f]i<>U(ld  have  from  the 
expedition,  he  (hould  think  we  were  amply  rewarded  fpr  aji 
our  trouble ;  but  we  had  reafon  to  expciil  great  fucceircs  ifi 
Holland  in  ihe  courfe  of  the  prefent  cntcrprife.   .  The  only 
-queftiori.  for  us  to  consider   was,  whether  in  this  cntcrprife 
4here  are  likely  to  happen  any  evils  that  will  over-balance 
4he  advantages  to  be  derived  fom  it  r     Upon  that  fubje^  be 
was  of  opinion  that  none  of  the  evils  we  have  to  dread  in 
the  courfe  of  this  enterprife  are  comparable  to  the  obvious 
advantages  to  be  derivcdfrom  it.     In  the  progrcfe  of  events 
the  danger  of  the  invafion'of  this  country  had  gone  of,  and 
all  apprchenfioii  of  it   had  fubfid^d  ;  there  was  therefore  no 
«ecc(|lty'for  fo  large  a  force  as  we  poirelled  in  this  country 
at  prefent  remaining  merely  for  the  dc^fence  of  our  coaft. 
Therefore  as^  there  is  no  necefllty  for  fuch  a  force  here,  and 
as  there  is  a  necefljty  for  it  elfewhere,  it  iec«ns  an  obvious 
meafure  of  policy  to  agree  to  this  addrefs  ;  but  it  might  be 
laid  that  the  meafure  was  unprecedented*.    He  was  as  much 
attached  to  the  militia  and  the  conflitutional  force  of  the 
Icingdom  as  any  man  ;  but  he  did  not  think  he  was  betraying 
the  truft  repofed  in  him  when  he  was  voting  for  reducing 
that  force,  under  the  prefent  circumftances,  to  its  original 
fize,  the  more  efpecially  when  he  refle£^ed  how  ufefully  they 
might  be  employed  in  the   fervicc  of  ihcir  country  abroad; 
and  no  man  (hould  be  unwilling  to  make  exertion  wherever 
he  could  be  employed  moft  ufetully  tor  his  country,  for  il»^ 
purpnfe  of  obtaining  an  honourable  peace. 

He  took  a  view  of  the  prefent  fiiuation  of  this  country  j 
a  very  favourable  one  it  appeared  to  him  10  be,  and  that,  the 
refult  of  the  wifdom  of  the  adminillraiion^  Tbofe  who 
doubted  the  happinefs  of  out  condition,  he  advifed  to  loo)c 
at  the  condition  of  other  countries.  They  would  do  well, 
he  faid,  to  compare  the  tranquillity  and  order  of  Great  Brii- 
tain,  with  the  anarchy  and  confufion  of  other  countries,  and 
then  he  believed  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  perceiving 
our  faperiprity  over  every  other  (late  upon  the  face  of  the 
globe  ;  we  were  now  engaged  in  an  honourable  flruggle,  an^ 
our  objedl,  was  fo  regain  the  liberty  of  a  large  portion  of 
otjr  fellow-beings  i  our  caufe  wa»  that  of  the  promotion  of 
the  happinefs  of  a  I^rge  portion  of  maukindi  and  he  trufled, 
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that  Providence  that  had  for  fome  time  pad  favoured  our  efr 
forts,  would  continueits  bleflings,  and  4ead  us  through  our 
difficulties  to  a  happy  termination  of  them. 

He  adverted  to  the  negociations  for  peace  between  this 
country  and  France.  Our  finrAe  efforts  to  bring  about  that 
blefling,  he  faid,  had  been  baffled  by  the  perfidy  of  our  ene- 
mies: We  were  therefore  compelled  to  employ  force  to  ac- 
Complifli  that  which  conciliation  could  not  cffeft;  however 
great  the  evil  might  be  attending  the  failure  of  our  negocta- 
tion  for  peace,  it  had  one  good  effeft,  that  of  uniting  all  de- 
fcriptions  of  people  in  this  counfry  againft  the  common  ene- 
my of  all  focial  order  and  comfort. 

Mr  .Jolliffe  faid  he  had  but  little  to  offer  on  the  fubje6J,  but 
could  not  avoid  troubling  the  Houfe  with  a  few  words.  He 
very  heartily  joined  in  congratulating  his  country  on*  her  fuc- 
ccffes,  and  no  one  could  be  more  proud  than  he  ^as  of  the 
viSories  which  his  country  had  a  right  to  boaft  of.  He  joined 
moft  heartily  »ot  only  in  praifes  to  the  officers  of  the  army 
9nd  navy,  but  he  thought  commendations  and  thanks  were 
due  as' well  to  thofe  who  planned  as  thofe  who  executed  the 
iDeafures.  On  the  fubje^l  of  annihilating  the  new  militia 
regiments,  he  muft  however  offer  a  few  words.  He  had  faid 
before,  and  he  would  repeat,  that  every  man  who  received 
the  pay  of  his  country  ought  to  ferve  that  country  wherever 
thofe  fervices  could  be  ufeful,  and  therefore  if  by  the  fame 
Tule  the  militia  were  compelled  to  ferve  abroad,  he,  as  a  mi- 
litia officer,  could  have  no  objcd^ion.  But  he  thought  it  a 
very  ungrateful  return  to  thofe  gentlemen  who  had  dedicated 
their  time  to  the  fervice  of  their  country,  who  had  expended 
confiderablc  fums  in  forming  their  regiments  to  be  not  only 
an  ornament,  but  an  honour  to  their  country,  that  they  (houtcl 
now  be  rendered  the  commanders  of  mere  recruiting  parties, 
and  drillers  of  new  men  to  be  enlifted  into  the  line.  Were 
the  new  militia  regiments  allowed  to  volunteer  in  corps,  or 
were  they  to  be  ordered  abroad  as  the  line  are,  he  was  fure 
there  was  fcarce  an  officer  in  the  fervice  who  would  not 
gladly  go  wherever  he  might  be  thought  ufeful.  But  who 
would  in  future  raife  regiments,  if  as  foon  as  the  men  were 
raifed,  the  regiments  were  to  be  abolifhed,  their  men  taken 
from  them,  and  the  officers  difmiffed  ?  At  prefent  he  would 
trouble  them  with  no  more,  but  when  the  bill  was  brought 
Jn,  he  fliould  offer  his  opinion  at  large. 

The  addrefs  being  agreed  to, 

lyfir.  Sccfetary  Duncfas  gave  notice  that  he  ihould  very  foon 
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move  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  feveral  diAinguiflied  officers^ 
and  alfo  to  a  great  civil  ofEcer  in  India,  Lord  Mornington. 
This  he  intended  to  do  in  a  particular  way,  not  only  to  ex- 
prefs  high  approbation  of  the  condu£l  of  that  noble  Lord^ 
but  alfo  to  ihew  that  w^  were  forced  into  the  war  in 
India,  after  every  juft  and  honourable  effort  on  our  part  to 
avoid  it :  to  (hew  this  moft  clearly,  he  moved  for  copies  of 
the  correfpondence  of  Lord  Mornington  in  India,  &c.  during 
his  Prefideocy,  6cc.  &c. 

Ordered  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe.     Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

WEDNESDAY,   SEPT.    25. 

At  one  o'clock  the  Houfe  met,  when  Lord  Leicefter  in- 
formed their  Lord(hips  that  his  Majefty  would  be  pleafed  to 
receive  their  Addrefs  at  two  o'clock. 

The  Houfe  then  went  up  with  the  Addrefs. 

Several  private  Petitions  and  Scotch  Appeals  were  pre- 
Tented.     Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

WEDNESDAY,    SEPT.  25. 

A  new  writ  was  ilfued  for  the  eled^ion  of  a  Member  to 
ferve  in  Parliament  for  the  Shire  of  Edinburgh,  in  |he  room 
of  Robert  Dundas,  Efcj.  who,  fmce  his  ele£lion,  has  accepted 
the  place  of  Clerk  and  Keeper  of  the  General  Regifter  of 
Seafin?,  &c.  in  Scotland. 

The  four  grand  Committees  of  Trade,  Privileges,  Reli- 
gion, and  Courts  of  Juftice,  were  appointed. 

The  ufual  Standing  Orders  were  alfo  read  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  S'ha%u  Le/evre  then  brought  up  the  Addrefs  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  as  agreed  to  by  the  Committee.  The  Addrefs,  after 
Deing  read  a  fir(l  and  fccond  time,  was  agreed  to  and  ordered 
to  be  prefented  by  the  whole  Houfe.  Such  Members  as  were 
of  his  Majefty's  Privy  Council,  were  ordered  to  wait  upon 
his  Majefty  loknow  when  he  would  be  pleafed  to  receive  the 
Addrefs. 

The  QhanceUor  of  ihi  Exchequer  moved  that  his  Majefty's 
pioft  gracious  Speech  be  taken  iqto  confideration  the  next 
day.     Agreed  to. 

CALL    OF    THE    HOUSE. 

Mr.  IV.  Piumer  rofe  to  exprefs  his  idea  of  the  propriety  of 
enforcing  a  ipali  of  the  Houfe.    He  faid^  that  he  was  in  his 
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|>1ace  the  preceding  day  when  the  very  important  bufinefs  the 
iioufe  had  to  proceed  upon  was  opened  in  his  Majefty's  moft 
gracious  Ijpeech.  He  really  did  ex ped  from  the  nature  and 
jnovelty  of  the  bufinefs  that  was  to  be  difcufled,  that  the  right 
4ion.  Gentleman  himfelf  (Mr.  Pitt)  or  fome  of  his  friends, 
would  have  rifen  to  move  for  a  Call ;  but  as  it  now  appeared 
that  neither  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  nor  his  friends  feemed 
xlifpofed  to  make  any  fuch  motion,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  im- 
pofe  the  taflc  upon  himfeif.  In  fo  doing,  he  was  not  actuated 
by  any  particular  defire  to  oppofe  the  bill  which  feemed  to 
ftand  forward  as  the  moft  prelfing  bufinefs  ;  on  the  contrary, 
he  was  far  from  being  an  enemy  to  a  bill  which  was  to  re- 
duce the  militia  to  its  priglpal  number.  Rut  if  its  obje6i 
were  (as  he  feared  it  was)  to  procure  a  freih  recruit  of  men 
Sot  the  fervice  in  Holland,  then  he  would  begin  to  entertain 
even  ferious  doubts  of  the  propriety  of  the  meafure.  View- 
ing it  in  that  light,  it  was  a  meafure  of  the  higheft  importance, 
and  of  the  moft  delicate  confidcration ;  and  as  fuch,  in  his 
humble  opinion,  it  fliould  not  be  proceeded  upon  without  a 
Call  of  the  Houfe.  To  move  a  Call  of  the  Houfe,  he  was' 
well  aware,  wa$  far  from  being  a  popular  meafure.  This  he 
had  always  obfervcd;  but  his  feelings  and  his  duty,  under 
the  prefent  afpe£l  of  affairs,  fuggefted  and  enfgrced  the  pro- 
priety of  it,  and  to  thefe  he  unreluQantly  yielded,  though  he 
was  not  confcious  that  any  Member  in  the  Houfe  would  rife 
to  fecond  him.  It  was  far  from  his  nature  to  be  forward  to 
give  trouble  to  any  fet  of  gentlemen  ;  but  however  hard  it 
might  appear,  when  fuch  momentous  bufinefb  and  fuch  pon- 
derous inlerefts  were  to  come  under  difcufiion,  he  thought  it 
the  duty  of  every  member  to  be  prefent  in  his  place :  for  his 
part,  had  his  rcfidence  been  in  the  remoteft  corner  of  the 
Kfingdom,  he  would  not  upon  any  account  have  omitted  at- 
lending  his  parliamentary  duty  on  fuch  an  occafion-  The 
jbbjcdl  of  this  precipitate  meafure  might  ft  ill  be  fome  what 
doubtful:  but  if  it  was  to  forward  a  continental  war,  he 
.could  be  no  zealous  friend  to  it.  A  continental  war  was 
never  viewed  in  a  very  favourable  light  by  this  country ;  and 
if  a  plan  was  adopted  of  again  fending  a  large  body  of  men 
io  laoUand,  in  his  mind  it  would  be  to  the  credit  and  the  com- 
fort  of  the  Minifter  to  folicit  and  obtain  the  fanflion  of  as 
great  a  number  of  the  country  gentlemen  as  he  poffibly  could 
col  left.  This  at  leaft  was  the  opinion  which  refulted  from 
nis  feelings  at  the  prefent  conjiindhire  of  affairs,  a  conjunc- 
tore  upon  which  the  fcntimenis  of  the  Reprefentaiives  of  the 
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Peopk,  as  ftiHy  as  they  coiild*"  be  cdlleSedi  flloulrf  By  all 
means  be  procured.  Under  (hat  imprcffion  he' would  there- 
fore move,  that  the  Houfc  be  called  over  on  Thutfday  fort- 
night. He  would  concHidc  with  obferving,  that  the  dela/ 
fuch  a  motion  might  occafion  to  the  meafure  which  was  fa 
preding  to  be  brotight  forward,  (houldbe  no  material  objec- 
tion to  its  adoption  ;  for  all  bufmefs  of  ^ fuch  acknowledged 
importance  (hbuldbe  cautidiifly  arid  maturely  proceeded  upon, 

Mr.  Jones  faW,  that  He  felt  the  abfolule  neceflity  of  the 
meafure  propofed  by  his  hon.  Friend,  and  though  he  was 
fenfible  it  was  one  by  no  means  of  a  pleafant  nature,  yetthe 
arguments  that  were*  urged  in  its  favour  had  with  htm  fo 
much  weight  that  he  mofl  cordially  concurred  in  it,  andrrioft 
readily  fcconded  the  motion*. 

Mr.  Buy,hn  obferved,  that  however  arduous  might  appear 
the  prefent  fituation  of  public  affairs,  and  however  anxious 
the  confequent  impreflion  of  the  public  mind,  yerthe  qucftioti 
which  was  now  fo  prominently  brought  forward  was  far  from 
being  of  a  novel  nature,  for  it  was  amply  and  minutely  agi- 
tated and  di  feuded  1  aft  feiTion.  The  benefits  that  had  arifcn 
from  its  adoption  were  univerfally  acknowledged  to  be  great, 
nay,  fignal  beyond  expeftarion;  if,  then,  there  was  no  Call 
of  the  Houfc  \fhen  the  meafure  wasfirlt  originated,  afnd  v^hen 
it  had  all  its  novelty  to  attraft  examination  and  provoke  cen- 
fure,  he  could  not  fee  the  r^eceflity  of  a  Call  at  prefent,  when 
its  merits  had  fo  clearly  been  afcertained.  For  his  part  he 
felt  no  frnall  degree  of  fatisfaftion  in  obferving  the  numerous 
attendance' of  the  preceding  day.  In  his  eyes  fuch  an  attend- 
ance completely  proved  the  foHcitous  attention  of  the^country 
to  the  tranfaftion  of  public  affairs  and  the  forwarding  of  the 
public  intereft:  but  fome  attention  fliould  alfo  be  paid  to,  or 
fome  aUowance  made  for,  the  duties  and  affafrs  which  at 
this  feafon  naturally  detained  gentlemen  in  their  country  re- 
fidences.  He  would  ihcrefore  again  repeat  that,  as  there  was^ 
nothing  novel  in  the  meafure  which  occafioncd  this  rather 
early  meeting  of  Parliament,  neither  could  he  difcovcr  any* 
thing  which  prefcribed  the  enforcing  of  a  Call  of  the  Houfe. 
As  a  continental  war  had  been  mentioned,  he  would  only  ob- 
ferve,  that  to  fuch  wars,  as  they  were  generally  undcrftood/ 
he  was  fo  far  from  being  a  friend,  that  he  fhould  be  forry  to 
fee  any  fuch  renewed.  But  the  prefent  war  in  no  (hape  par- 
took of  the  nature  of  a  continental  war  in  its  more  received 
acceptation.  The  objeft  of  the  prefent  war  was  not  to  pro- 
ted  or  fecure  the  imerefls  of  any  continental  connexion  \  \\t 

real 
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real  objeA  was^  the  fafety  and  fecurity  of  this  couDtry  and 
the  r^doration  of  Holland  to  her  former  government  and  in-* 
dependence)  withqut  which  this  country  could  never  be  fe- 
cure  or  fafe.  In  no  light,  therefore,  could  the  reafons  ad-^ 
duced  for  the  motion  fubflantiate  its  neceflify,  he  thought  it 
his  duty,  therefore,  and  was  determined  to  divide  the  Houfe 
upon  it. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exehgquer  faid,  that  he  was  furc  the 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Plumer]  could  not  have  ferionlly  con- 
fidered  the  nature  and  tendency  of  his  motion,  or  the  degree 
of  inconvenience  which  mufl  arifc  from  it  both  to  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  individuals  and  of  the  public.  It  was  evidently  liable 
to  more  objcd^ions  than  he  feemed  to  be  aware  of.  Whenever 
hisMajefly  (bould  think  proper  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  pri- 
vilege lately  inveded  in  him  of  calling  togetherParliamentata 
(hotter  time  than  ufual,  when  the  urgency  of  budnefs  might 
fo  require  it,  if  motions  of  this  fort  were  to  be  entertained 
and  aSed  on,  would  not  the  Houfe  be  then  ftepping  forward 
in  contradi6lion  to  its  own  recorded  dec i (Ions,  to  interpofe 
delay,  and  thereby  counterad  the  great  benefit  which  was  ex- 
pected to  be  derived  from  the  extraordinary  degree  of  difpatch 
which  the  power  fo  vefted  in  his  Majefty,  was  fo  evidently 
calculated  to  produce  ?  Befides,  where  could  be  the  neceflity 
of  enforcing  a  Call  of  the  Houfe,  when  the  very  time  and 
manner  in  which  Parliament  had  now  been  called,  were  a 
fummonsof  fuch  a  nature,  as  muft  plainly  indicate  thecon- 
iideration  of  very  ioiportant  bufmels,  and  therefore  (hould 
operate  in  every  refps£l,  as  if  a  Call  of  the  Houfe  had  been 
propofed  and  agreed  to  ?  It  was  for  this  reafon  natural  to  ex- 
pe£t  a  full  attendance,  and  the  more  fo,  as  Hnce  the  meeting 
of  Parliament  had  been  announced,  it  was  generally  under- 
{lood  that  its  attention  was  to  be  called  to  the  precife  mea^ 
fure,  fur  the  difcudion  of  which  a  Call  is  now  judged  fo  in- 
difpcnfably  neceflfary.  The  attendance  of  the  preceding  day 
was  alfo  as  full  as  any  that  appeared  lad  felTion,  and  furely 
as  full  as  when  this  very  important  meafure,  which  now.pro^ 
duces  fo  much  anxiety,'  was  fird  brought  under  difcufTion* 
The  fame  meafure,  with  all  its  novelty,  was  however  then  dif- 
cufled  and  difpofcd  of,  without  having  recourfe  to  a  Call  of 
the  Houfe,  which  could  have  no  tSftdt  in  bringing  together 
thofe  who  felt  it  their  duty,  and  a£led  upon  it,  to  attend ; 
though,  perhaps,  it  might  be  expeded  that  gentlemen  of  a 
difFeront  defcription  might  not  be  prevailed  on  to  appear  itv 
their  place^^r  unlefs    fomc  very  peremptory  meafure  lik& 

that 
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that  iKiw  propofedy  was  reforted  to^  in  order  to  gsin  the  ad* 
irant^ige  of  their  attendance. 

Mr.  Tiemey  rofe,  he  fiid,  moft  cordially  to  fupport  the 
tnotion  of  his  honourable  Friend.  It  was  his  intention^ 
Indeed,  to  have  made  a  fimilar  motion  himfeif,  if  no  other 
Gen!leman  Ihould  undertake  it,  but  he  had  refolved  to  wait 
a  few  days  in  order  to  fee  if  it  might  not  be  made  by  another 
cUfcription  of  perfons,  he  meant  tome  of  the  country  gentle* 
tnen.  Ifiswifhes  aiui  expectations  he  had  now  the  happi* 
nefs  to  (ee  realized.  As  to  the  objedlions  fo  emphatically 
Urged  againit  it,  they  were  all  comprifed  in  one,  namely^ 
the  frustrating  of  the  advantages  of  calling  together  Parlia«» 
tnent  within  fourteen  days,  it  any  further  delay  was  to  take 
place.  But  where  were  the  difadvantages  that  could  refult 
troni  weighing  the  prefent  (bite  of  affairs  more  maturely? 
As  far  as  he  could  imderitand,  there  was  no  oppofition  me- 
ditated againft  the  bill  in  queilion.  The  hill  might  go  on 
through  the  lifual  (iages  and  within  the  ufual  time,  which 
bills  of  importance  arc  wont  to  confumej  this  could  not  be 
much  lefs  than  fourteen  days,  except  the  right  honorable 
Gentle  man  was  inclined  to  prefe  it  forward  with  that  kind 
of  coierity  which  has  fo  often  marked  the  progrefs  of  bills 
of  equal  in»portance.  It  did  not  appear  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  looked  diredly  to  the  real  objec'.iion  which  might 
be  ftarttd  againft  the  meafure.  The  real  queftion  in  his 
opinion  was,  not  whether  further  drafts  (hould.be  made  from 
the  militia,  but  what  fhould  be  their  de(tination  after  being 
fo  drafted  ?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  feemed  moreover  to 
have  loft  fight  of  what  bad  happened  flnce  that  meafure  was 
firft  embraced.  The  expedition  to  Holland  had  fince  been 
embarked  in,  and  to  that  expedition  he  had  in  a  great  mea- 
fure looked  with  much  fatisfadion,  and  ready  he  was,  fif^- 
cerely,  to  pay  his  mite  of  thanks  to  the  contrivers  and  con- 
du^ors  of  it,  as  far  as  it  went  to  attack  and  take  po(re(Iion  of 
the  Dutch  fleet.  So  far  it  was  well  planned  and  ably  ex- 
ecuted, and  as  fuch  it  was  highly  entitled  to  credit  and  appro« 
bation.  But  fince  that  atchievement  things  had  allumed  a 
new,  and  far  other  a fpeA.  We  then  had  crippled  Holland 
in  the  only  limb  and  energy  which  (he  could  wield  to  the 
annoyance  or  injury  of  this  country :  that  was  indeed  gain- 
ing a  ttioft  important  point.  Bot  what  now  were  our  views ? 
1  hfft  was  what  he  dreaded,  and  he  dreaded  it  the  more, 
when  he  recolleded  the  la(t  words  of  the  preceding  feilion  \ 
ahcy  ftill  rung  in  his  ears,  and  reminded  him  that  the  objeft 
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we  were  aiming  at  was  the  overthrow  of  the  exifting  govern*  ' 
ment  in  France.  How  our  fuccefles  in  Holland  could  pro- 
mote fuch  an  obje£k  he  was  rather  at  a  lofs  to  difcover; 
but  where  one  of  the  French  Dire£lors  to  be  confulted  upon 
the  probability  of  itsfuccefs,  he  imagined  the  Director  would 
fay :  *^  Let  England  wafte  her  (Irength  in  the  dykes  of  Hoi- 
land,  but  let  France  attack  her  enemies  out  of  herown  ter- 
ritories." Ought  it  not  then  to  be  a  defirable  objed  to  ob- 
tain the  full  fenfe  of  Parliament  upon  the  very  extravagant 
way  (not  to  give  it  any  other  epithet)  in  which  we  are  now 
going  on  ?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  fays  there  had  been 
the  preceding  day  a  full  attendance,  and  as  full  as  was  uTual 
lad  feflion  on  the  mod  important  bufinefs.  If  this  be  true  it 
was  furely  a  difgrace,  at  leaft  very  little  to  the  credit  of  the 
Houfe.  The  number  prefent  the  preceding  day  did  not 
amount  to  200.  This  was  not  one  half  of  the  Houfe ;  and 
1 50  or  200  members  he.muft  look  upon  as  a  very  fmall  pro- 
portion of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  He  ought  more  parti- 
cularly to  be  allowed  to  fay  fo,  when  it  was  recollected  that 
the  ordinary  attendance  was  ufually  compofed  of  gentlemen 
whoy  from  their  public  fituationi  redded  near  town ;  but  in 
fo  faying  he  meant  no  refiefiion  upon  thefe Gentlemen.  If, 
however,  there  was  a  man  fo  callous  as  to  have  read  the 
preceding  night's  Gazette,  and  ft  ill  think  that  Parliament 
was  called  upon  to  fend  more  men  to  Holland,  and  that  with 
a  full  and  mature  deliberation^  he  at  leaft  ihould  not  difcharge 
his  duty  if  he  did  not  fupport  the  prefent  motion  ;  not  with  a 
view  to  tmpede  or  retard  the  progrefsof  public  buGnefs,  but 
to  give  Minifters  a  fair  opportunity  of  obtaining  the  fenti- 
ments  and  the  fandion  of  the  country  refpeding  the  preca- 
rious and  perilous  meafures  they  feemed  fo  obftmately  bent 
upon  purfuing. 

Mr.  Plumer  obfervcd,  that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
(the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  meant  to  apply  to  him  the 
imputation  of  not  attending  his  parliamentary  duty,  he  was 
confcious  that  fuch  an  imputation  could  not  juftly  attach 
upon  him.  He  was  a  Member  of  an  opulent  county ;  and 
he  always  held  it  his  duty,  and  endeavoured  to  fulfil  it, 
punduaily  to  attend  in  his  place — not,  indeed,  as  a  party 
man,  but  as  an  independent  member  of  Parliament. 

The  Chancellor  $f  the  Exchequer  could  not  help  ob(erving,      ')» 
.  that  it  was  rather  furprizing  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  fhould 
exprefs  any  doubt  that  fuch  an  imputation  could  attach  to 
him  ;  for,  in  the  firft  place,  the  hon*  Qentleman  had  faid, 

that 
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that  he  attended  pundually  to  hi?  parliamentary  dutyi  and 
that  he  would  ftill  do  fo  thougli  he  fhould  rePide  at  the  mod 
diftantcorner  of  the  kingdom.  A  little  candour  would  alfo 
dirpofe  him  to  think  that  he  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer) could  intend  no  fuch  imputation,  as  he  was  ready  to 
bear  witnefs  himfelf  to  that  pund^uality. 

Mr.  Plumer  exprefled  himfelf  fatisfied  with  that  explana- 
tion ;  but  could  not,  however,  fee  why  he  (hould  be  liimpec^ 
with  any  fet  of  Gentlemen  to  whom  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  might  have  thought  proper  to  allude,  as  negle£t- 
fui  of  their  parliamentary  duty,  merely,  perhaps,  becaufe  he 
fat  on  the  oppofition  fide  of  the  Houfe,  and  that  he  was  ra- 
ther deficient  in  obfequioufnefs  to  the  opinions  and  meafures 
of  men  in  power. 

The  Chanceli$r  •f  the  Exchequer  remarked  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  own  feelings  muft  have  difcovered  to  him  fome- 
Aing  very  unpleafant  in  being  lumped  whh  Gentlemen  to 
whom  the  objedion  might  jufHy  apply ;  but  it  was  not  his 
intention  to  confound  him  with  tiiem. 

After  a  few  words  more  in  explanation  from  Mr.  Plumer^ 
the  Houfe  divided  oh  the  queflion  for  a  call ;  when  ther^ 
appeared. 

For  it         -         4  ^gainft  it  93 

The  Houfe  then  adjourned.  , 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

THURSPAVy  SEPTEMBER  26*       ' 

The  India  papers  relative  to  the  war  in  the  Myfore,  were 
prefented  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Lord  Grenville  faid,  that  on  Wednefday,  he  intended  to 
move  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  Lord  Mornington,  and  the 
officers,  to  whom  the  country  was  indebted  for  the  imponant 
fuccefles  in  the  Eaft  ;  he  then  like  wife  intended  to  move 
the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  our  other  naval  and  milhary 
officers. 

Lord  Grenville  laid  before  the  Houfe  copies  of  two  con-r 
▼enttons  with  the  Emperor  of  Ruflia,  dated,  the  firft  in  De- 
cember, 1798,  and  the  other  in  June,  1799,  and  a  copy,  of  a 
treaty  with  the  King  of  the  Tviro  Sicilies,  in  December,  1 798* 

Adjourned  to  Wednefday  next. 

E»    •  .  HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

THURSDAY,    SEPTEMBER  26. 

The  Speaker  informed  the  Howfe  that  his  Majefty  had  beei^ 
Waited  upon  with  the  addrefs,  to  which  his  Majt:ny  had  re- 
turned a  gracious  anfwer. 

tot£  of  thanks  to  admiral  mitqh£lt»  s|r  s|dnet 

smith/(&c. 

Mr.  Secretary  DuPiJar  faid,  that  on  the  firft  day  of  the  prcr 
fent  fedion  he  gave  notice  that,  he  (hmild  move  the  thanks  of 
the  Houfe  to  feveral  diftinguiflied  officers  for  their  ferviccs  ^ 
at  the  fame  time  fome  of  the  fervice  to  which  he  aUuded,  al- 
though highly  important,  he  meant  in  India,  was  of  a  nanre 
which  made  it  his  wifh  tha^  the  H  >iife  fhoidd  be  fuUy  pof- 
(eiTed  of  the  grounds  on  which  he  Ihould  make  his  motion, 
which  could  not  be  the  cafe  until  the  papers  he  had  moved 
for  and  ordered  had  been  pcrufed  by  the  Houfe.  The  fer- 
yice  to  which  he  alluded  was  briliiant,  hut  he  did  not  wtfti  to. 
make  any  motion  upon  it  until  the  H^nife  and  the  public  had 
i^ill  infornvation  upon  the  fubjcd.  He  fhould  therefore  con- 
fine hirofelf  at  prefent  to  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men 
employed  in  the  fervice  on-ihe  coaft  of  Holland,  and  that  of 
the  conduft  of  a  gallant  officer,  who  his  Majefty  had  graci- 
oufly  noticed  in  his  fpecch  from  the  throne,  and  which  wa^ 
alfo  mentioned  in  the  addrefs  of  the  Houfe  :  he  meant  Sir 
Sidney  Smith.  With  regard  to  the  fervice  which  had  been 
performed  on  the  coaft  of  Holland,  the  Houfe  knew  only 
part  of  that  matter;  an  i  firft,  with  regard  to  the  conduct  of 
Admiral  Mitchell,  and  of  the  armv  that  landed  on  the  coaft 
of  Holland,  he  had  to  obferve,  that  the  only  information 
which  the  public  could  have  upon  that  fubfe<^  was,  whattheyr 
dfrrived  from  the  common  channel  of  conn municat ion  ;  the 

freater  part  of  the  real  merit,  and  efpecially  that  of  Admiral 
ditchell,  was  unknown  to  the  public,  and,  for  a  while,  could 
only  be  known  to  thofe  who  planned  and  conducted  it,  and 
thofe  who  performed  the  operation. 

The  armament  deftined  for  Holland,  failed  from  i»ence 
with  very  fair  weather,  which  continued  ff>r  two  or  three 
dayit ;  but  early  on  the  morning  of  the  third  day  there  arofe* 
a  very  heavy,  and,  for  the  liooeof  the  year,  a  very  uncom* 
mpn  ftorm.  In  this  (lorm  this  galhnt  Admiral  had  the  con- 
du  *  of  an  armament  of  two  hundred  tranfports  of  various  de-p 
f^riptions^  fubjcd  tone  military  difcipline  from  the  nature  of 

things  i 
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things;  and  in  thb  condition  that  Admiral  conduced  the 
-vrhole  of  this  mafs  for  ten  or  twelve  days  ;  he  kept  ihem  to* 
gcthcT,  immcnfe  as  they  were,  and  brought  them  in  fafety  td 
their  place  of  landing,  an  event  that  could  not  have  takeit 
place»  but  from  confummatc  (kill,  unrennitting  perfcverance, 
and  great  exertion-  The  world  ^t  large  did  not  know  any 
of  the  particulars  of  this  officer's  very  extraordinary  merit. 

With  regard  to  the  land  forces,  they  had  to  encounterdan« 
gCTS  and  difficulties  that  were  unforefeen  ;  the  general  objeft 
f>f  the  expedition  was  pretty  well  known;  but  the  particu- 
lars of  that  expedition  it  was  the  duty  of  thofc  who  planned 
it  to  keep  as  fecret  as  poU^ble ;  few  of  this  country,  ami 
none,  he  believed,  of  the  enemy,  knew  the  point  to  which  it 
was  direficd ;  and  the  length  of  time  which  the  armament 
was  at  Tea  had  increafed  the  dtfficuhies  tenfold,  and  therefore 
fo  much  more  the  merit  of  ihofe  who  executed  the  plan  ;  the 
length  of  time  in  which  the  armament  was  at  fea,  being 
^bout  ten  days,  hovering  about  the  coa(t  of  Holland;  had  af- 
jforded  the  inhabitants  and  troops  there  to  colle£l  and  accu- 
mulate, which  they  did  in  va(l  numbers,  and  threw  much 
flifficulty  in  the  way  of  our  landing  ;  all  thefe  dangers  and 
difficulties  our  forces  furmounted  ;  they  were  then  compa- 
pitively  very  few,  but  they  accompliihed  their  purpofe  with 
a  bravery  and  heroifm  that  was  feldom  equalled,  but  never 
excelled,  by  any  troops  upon  the  globe. 

He  would  not  detain  the  Houfe  wiih  the  detail  of  points 
with  which  it  was  familiar,  fuch  as  the  taking  of  the  fleet 
which  was  arranged  in  hoftilc  array,  nor  (hould  he  dwell  long 
on  the  importance  of  this  part  of  the  fervice  ;  it  was  fuffi- 
cicnt  to  fay  that  we  had  captured  a  very  confiderable  fleet 
which  was  dellined  to  aft  hoftilely  againll  this  country,  and 
co-operate  with  the  inveterate  enemy  and  ancient  rival  of  this 
country  ;  by  which  we  afforded  to  the  Dutch  an  opportunity 
of  returning  to  that  frtendihip  and  alliance  which  for  more 
than  a  century  part  had  rendered  that  people  mod  eflential 
fervice,  and  invited  them  to  return  to  that  aff^'Sionate  con- 
nexion which  it  was  fo  much  their intereft  to  renew  and  pre- 
fervc  entire. 

He  did  not  fee  any  reafon  for  faying  more  on  that  head  of 
the  fubjeft.  He  had  ftated  the  nature  of  the  fervice,  the 
naerit  of  the  officers  and  men  employed,  and  he  had  hinted  at 
the  value  of  the  accomplishment  ;— he  flattered  himfelf  he 
(hould  meet  the  unanimous  concurrence  of  the  Houfe  in  the 
ynotion  be  now  fubmitted^  which  was 

•'That 
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**  That  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  Sir  Ralph  Aber^ 
cromhy^  Knight  of  the  mofl  honourable  Order  of  the  Bath,  for 
the  diftinguLOied  gallantry  and  ability  with  which  he  effeded 
his  landing  on  the  Dutch  coaft,  and  edabliflied  ius  pofition 
in  the  face  of  a  powerful  enemy,  and  by  fecuring  the  com- 
mand of  the  principal  fort  and  naval  arfenal  of  the  Dutch 
Republic^  afforded  to  his  Majefiy's  fleet  the  means  of  refcuing 
from  the  power  of  the  French  the  naval  force  in  the  Texel*^ 
Ordered   nem.  con. 

''  That  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  gives  to  Lieutentant 
General  Sir  yames  Pulttney^  Baronet,  Major  Generals  Francit 
D'Oykyy  Eyre  CootCy  Harry  Burrard^  and  yohn  Moon^  and  to 
the  feveral  officers  of  the  army,  under  the  command  of  Lieu* 
tcjiant  General  Sir  Raifh  Abercrombyy  for  their  late  gallant 
conduA,  and  meritorious  exertions,  in  effcding  a  landing  on 
the  Dutch  coad,  and  edablifhing  a  pofition  in  the  face  of  a 
powerful  enemy,  thereby  fecuring  the  command  of  the  prin* 
cipal  fort  and  naval  arfenal  of  the  Dutch  Republic,  and  af- 
fording to  his  Majedy's  fleet  the  means  of  refcuing  from  the 
power  of  the  French  the  naval  force  in  the  TexeiJ*  Ordered 
nem.  con* 

'<  That  this  Houfe  doth  highly  approve  of,  and  acknow- 
ledge, the  fervi^es  of  the  non-commi(fioned  officers  and  pri- 
vate foldiers  of  the  army  ferving  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  General  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby^  at  the  attack  of 
the  Heldery  on  the  coaft  of  Ho:land\  and  that  the  fame  be 
iignified  to  them  by  the  commanders  of  the  feveral  corps, 
"who  are  defircd  to  thank  them  for  their  gallant  behaviour,*'. 
Ordered  nem,  con. 

**  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  communicate  the  faid  refolutions 
to  his  Royal  Highnefs  Field  Marfhal  the  Duke  of  /iri.  Cap- 
tain General  of  his  Majefty's  forces,  and  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  Allied  Army  in  Holland;  and  that  his  Royal 
Highnefs  be  requefted  by  Mr.  Speaker  to  fignify  the  fame  to 
the  general  officers  referred  to  therein."    Ordered  nem,  con.  - 
,  "  That  the  thanksof  this  Houfe  be  given  to  Vice  Admiral 
Andrew  Mitchellf  for  the  diflinguifhed  flcill  and  perfcverance 
with  which  in  fpite  of  great  and  unforefeen  difficulties,  he 
kept  colleded,  and  conduit^ed  to  thecoadof  Holland^  the  nu* 
jnerous  fleet  under  his  command  ;  for  the  zeal  and  readinefs 
with  which  he  co-operated  with  the  land  forces  in  their  de- 
fcent  upon  the  coaft  of  Holland ;  and  (or  the  prompitude  and 
ability  by  which  he  refcucd  the  naval  force  of  the  Dutch  Re* 
public  from  the^ower  of  ih^  Jpf/nch."    Ofdered  nem.  con. 

'    '  /*  '  •iThat 
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<*  That  the  thanks  of  this  Houfc  be  given  to  the  feveral 
captains  and  officers  in  the  fleet  umler  the  command  of  Vice 
Admiral  Mit chilly  for  their  able  fupport  of,  and  co-operation 
with  the  land  forces,  and  for  their  meritorious  and  fuccefsful 
cjcertions,  in  refcuing  from  the  power  of  the  French  the  naval 
force  in  the  TexeL'*     Ordered  nem,  con, 

<^  That  this  Houfe  doth  highly  approve  of,  and  acknow- 
ledge the  fervice  of,  the  feamen  and  marines  on  board  the 
ihips  under  the  command  of  Vice  Admiral  Mitchell  xn  the  af- 
iiAance  they  aftbrded.to  the  land  forces  in  their  deferent  upon 
the  coaft  of  Holland^  and  for  the  fteadinefs  and  zeal  they  mani- 
fefted  in  purfuit  of  the  Dutch  fleet  in  the  Zuyder  Sea ;  and 
that  the  officers  commanding  the  feveral  (hips  do  fignify  the 
lame  to  their  refpedive  crews,  and  do  thank  them  for  their 
good  behaviour/*     Ordered  ttern^  con* 

**  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  communicate  the  Taid  refolutions 
to  Admiral  Lord  Vilcount  Duncan,. Rnd  that  his  Lord(hip  be 
Fequefted  by  Mr.  Speaker  to  fignify  the  fame  to  the  Vice  Ad- 
miral, captains,  and  other  officers  referred  to  therein."    Or-- 
daednem.con. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  then  fatd  that  he  felt  himfelf  at  a' 
I0I5  to  exprcfs  the  feeling  he  had  of  the  merit  of  the  conduct 
of  a  refpe>3able  officer,  who  was  now  the  fubjeft  of  confidc- 
ration.     It.  was  tmpoffible  for  any  man  to  be  placed  in  a  fitu- 
ation  of  more  delicacy  or  difficulty  than  that  officer  was,  with, 
a  fmall  remnant  of  force,  to  come  off  not.  only  iniafety,  but 
in  triumph),  was  really  a  furprifmg  matter. .  A  twelvemonth 
had  not  elapfed  (ince  this  country  felt  fomc  apprehenfion  on 
account  of  the  probable  deftination  of  the  French  army  in 
Egypt,  an  apprehenfion  that  was  much  allayed  by  the  memo- 
rable and  moll  glorious  vidiory  of  Lord  Nelfon.   The  power 
of  that  army  had  been  flill  much  further  reduced  by  the  ef- 
forts of  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  who>  with  a  handful  of  men^  fur* 
prifed  a  whole  nation,  who  were  his  fpedators,  with  the  bril- 
liancy of  his  iriupiph,  contefling  for  fixty  days  with  an  enter* 
prifmg  and  intrepid  general  at  the  head  of  his  whole  army* 
This  condu£t  of  Sir  Sidney  Smith  was  fo  furprifmg  to  him> 
he  faid,  that  he  hardly  knew  how  to  fpeakof  it ;  he  had  not 
recovered  from  the  aflonifhment  which  the  account  of  th^ 
aAion  had  thrown  him  into.     He  had  looked  at  it  over  and 
over  again,  aixi  no  view  he  had  been  enabled  to  take  of  it: 
had  quite  recovered  him  from  the.furprize  and  amazement 
which  the  account  of  the  matter  gave  him.  .  However^  fo  ir 

was^ 
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vnXf  and  the  merit  of  Sir  Sidney  Smith  was  now  the  object 
of  confideration,  to  pralfe  or  edecin  which  too  highly  way 

*  '  quite  ttnpoiifble.'  He  had  heard  that  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  who 
had  his  difficulties^  had  fometimes  been  lightly  fpokcnut  bj 
(bcxie  perfuns;  whoever  they  weie,  they  were  incuolideratey 
and  they  might  be  left  now  to  their  inward  Ihame  if  they  did 
not  recant;  be  that  as  might,  the  Huufe,  be  was  confident, 
agreed  with  him,  that  the  condud^  of  Sir  Sidney  Smith  for 
heroifm  and  intrepidity,  and  a<5lLve  exertion,  was  never  fur-* 
pafled  on  any  occafion.  He  was  glad  of  the  opportunity  he 
had  to  fay  this-     He  then  moved, 

**  That  the  thanks  of  rhis  Hotife  be  given  to  Captain  Sir 
William  Sidney  Smith,  for  the  confpicuuus  Ikill  and  hcroirfai' 
by  uhich  he  animated  and  directed  the  efforts  of  the  Turkijb 
forces,  and  of  the  fmall  number  of  Britijb  officers  and  feamen 
under  his  command,  in  their  long  and  fuccefsful  defence  of 
Saim  John  D^Acrtj  on  the  coaft  of  Syria,  againft  the  focmiw 
dable  and  defperate  attack  of  the  French  army  under  the  com^ 
snand  of  .General  BuonapartiJ* 

**  That  the  thanks  of  thisHoufe  be  given  to  the  officers  bew 
longing  to  the  ffiips  linder  the  command  of  Captain  Sir  ffi^iiJiani 
Sidney  Smith,  for  the  great  bravery,  and  unrein  if  ed  exertions, 
which  they  manifefted,  both  on  (hore  and  on  board  the  (hip»/ 
in  the  fuccefsful  defence  of  Saint  John' D' Aire,  en  the  coaft 
of  Syria,  a^nft  the  formidable  and  doTperate  attack  of  the 
fteiich  aitny  under  the  command  of  General  Bumaparte ;  and 
that  ^xt  WilHtm  Siiniy  Smith  do  fignify  the  fame  to  them." 
Ordered  nims  rox. 

>  >'  Thar  tfau  Houfc  doth  highly  approve  of,  and  acknow« 
ledge  the  ferv ices  of  feamen  and  marines  belonging  to  the 
(hips  iinddr  the  command  .of  Captain  Sir  IViiHam  Sidnef 
Smith,  Hi  t)ie{;lorious  defence  of  Saint  John  D'Jrre,  againft 
the  formidable  and  defperate  attack:  of  the  French  army  under 
the  command  of  General  Buonaparte  ;  and  that  Sir  fFiiliam 
Sidney  Smi^k^  fignify  the  fame  to  the  crews  of  the  refpec« 

\     live  ihips,  and  do  thank  them  for  their  bcltaviour/'   Ordered 

^     M/m.  con, 

\        That  Mr;  Speaker  do  fignify  the  faid  refolutions  to  Cap« 

J]    tain  ^itWiiiiani  Sidney  Smith* 

Jf  MItlTIA. 

fc 

at        Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  then  called  the  attention  of  tht 

pb  Houfe  to  n  motion,  which,  he  faid,  waa  for  ieave  to  Intro* 

duce 


( 
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Buce  a  bill,  the  nature  and  objefl  of  which  he  would  endea- 
vour to  make  as  plain  as  poflible.  The  principle  of  the  mea- 
fure  was  not  new,  becaufe  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  fellion  of 
parliament  it  came  forward  and  was  difcijATed  ;  and  in  the 
opening  it  he  entered  upon  the  matter  more  at  length  than  he 
ihould  do  now.  The  circumftances  to  which  he  referred  at 
that  time  juftified  him  in  faying  the  meafure  was  fit  to  be 
tried,  and  the  experience  we  h^  of  its  efFedls,  juftified  hitn 
in  faying  it  ought  now  to  be  followed  up.  The  meafure  he 
was  now  about  to  propofe  was  not  in  any  degree  to  leflen  the 
force  of  this  country,  but  to  take  a  great  part  of  that  whicH 
was  not  wanted  for  internal  defence,  or  for  operations  at 
home,  to  that  place  where  it  was  wanted,  for  vigorous  ope- 
rations abroad.  Although  he  did  not  mean  to  fay  much,  yet 
he  thought  it  was  proper  to  fay  fomeihing  upon  the  meafure 
which  he  was  now  going  to  propofe,  and  this  he  did  to  ob- 
viate fome  objefiions  which  might  poflibly  be  urged  againfl  it. 

He  wiOied  it  to  be  well  underftood  that  he  was  not  going 
to  propofe  the  leflening  any  part  of  the  force  of  this  country 
when  he  was  calling  on  the  Houfe  to  agree  to  this  meafure  ; 
for  when  he  was  propofing  to  take  away  fome  of  the  force 
that  had  hitherto  been'  kept  within  the  circle  of  the 
Ifland,  and  to  be  employed  elfe where  for  the  intereft  of  the 
Ifiand,  he  was  not  providing  the  lefs  for  its  fafety  or  fecurity 
than  if  that  force  had  remained ;  and  he  had  yet  to  learn  how 
this  was  leflening  our  fafety. 

The  obje£t  of  the  bill  for  which  he  was  going  to  move  for 
leave  to  introduce,  was  not  new  to  the  Houfe.  The  fubje£}: 
was  alluded  to  laft  year.  He  talked  of  the  neceflity  of  em- 
ploying Britifh  forces  out  of  this  coimtry.  He  took  no  pains 
to  conceal  that  in  all  probability  it  was  the  coaft  of  Flolland 
they  ought  to  be  engaged  in.  He  ftated,  tliat  from  old  ha- 
bits and  eftablifhed  connexions,  and  well  underftood  imerefts, 
there  were  places  in  which  it  was  expedient  that  fome  Britifh 
force  (hould  at  lead  partake  in  any  entcrprize  that  might  be 
fet  on  foot,  and  that  it  was  not  the  intereft  of  this  country  that 
they  (how Id  be  taken  from  the  hand  of  the  common  enemy 
without  the  co-operation  of  the  Britifti  troops.  It  was  im- 
poflible  for  any  thinking  perfon  to  doubt  that  Holland  was 
the  place  he  meant,  at  the  time  he  threw  out  thefe  general 
hints.  He  did  nor,  indeed,  ftate  the  particular  place  on  the 
coaft  of  Holland  where  the  operation  ought  to  commence, 
there  were  good  rcaforis  why  he  (hould  not  i  but  he  faid,  that 

Vol.  I.  1799.  F  the 
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the  map  of  Europe  furnifhed  us  room  to'a£t  upon  from  the 
Ttxel  t  J  the  Mediterranean. 

The  motion  which  he  was  about  to  fubmit  was,  properly 
rpeaking,  to  enlarge  the  defcnfivc  force  of  this  country  ;  it 
vas  for  the  eftablifhment  of  an  additional  axf^ive  force  to  be 
employed  at  the  difcretion  of  his  Majedy,  in  any  part  of  £u« 
irope,  inllead  of  continuing  here  in  a  (late  of  inadlivity  under 
|he  name  of  a  defenfive  force.     He  had  already  (tated  that  he 
WiQied  nottodiminifli  the  force  of  the  country ;  buthe  wiAied 
the  force  ve  already  had  to  be  employed  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
the  w.ifdom  of  his  Majedy's  Council  fiiould  think  6t  to  em* 
ploy  them.     No  man  was  more  difpofed  than  he  was  to  re* 
gard  the  militia  force  as  the  conAitutional  bulwark  of  this 
country  :  it  was  a  fo^ce  which  the  feelings  of  the  people  had 
V'iihed  for,  and  the  wifdom  of  parliament  had  adopted.     It 
was  not  the  purport  of  the  bill  he  was  going  to  propofe,  in 
any  rerpe(5t  to  diminini  the  force  and  fbength  of  that  bulwark 
as  it  had  been  originally  ercfled  by  the  wifdom  of  parliament, 
and  foftered  by  ^e  affectionate  care  of  thepeopley  but  it  waa 
merely  to  reduce  it  to  that  ftandard.    The  fupplementary 
iniliti^  of  the  country  was  brought  forward  when  the  coun- 
try was  threatened  with  invafion  ;  when  that  was  the  avowed 
intention  of  the  enemy ;  and  when  there  was  a  comparatively 
very  fmall  force  in  this  country  for  its  defence.     It  waa 
therefore  thought  neceflary  to  make  a  large  addition  to  the 
old  militia.     The  parliamentary  provifion  that  was  made 
upon  that  occafion  had  the  bed  effed,  and  for  fome  time,  the 
necclFity  of  a  large  e(^abli(hment  of  military  force  for  home 
defence,  had  been  gradually  wearing  :^wayi  partly  by  the  ene- 
my's diftrcfs,  partly  by  the  late  fuccefs  of  his  Majefty's  arm$ 
both  by  Tea  and  land,  and  partly  alfo  by  the  loyalty  of  the 
jpcoplc  of  this  country,  and  from  their  zeal  and  ardour  for 
the  fupport  of  law,  order,  and  religion.  •  Under  thefe  cir^ 
cum(lances>  and  when  he  adverted  to  the  fituation  of  affairsy 
when  he  adverted  to  the  profpeA  which  had  already  opened^ 
and  was  {till  opening  to  our  view,  he  could  not  help  thinking 
lliat  our  zeal  and  ardour  would  be  called  further  forward ; 
and  that  the  meafure  he  propofed,  which  was  intended  to  give 
fcope'  to  that  zeal  and  ardour,  would  be  readily  adopted ; 
and  that  he  ihould  have  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill  without  en- 
tering into  the  detail  of  it  at  this  time.     He  (hould  ftate 
limply  that  the  objeS  of  his  motion  was  to  introduce,  for  th^ 
(anaion  of  the  Icgiflature,  a  bill  for  the  redu£lion  of  the  in- 
ternal 
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fernal  force  of  the  country,  and  for  increaGng  the  adive  ex« 
ternal  ff>rce»  His  objeft  was  not  to  encroath  on  the  o\d 
eftablHhed  conftitutional  force  of  the  country,  which  was 
properly  confidered  as  the  bulwark  of  our  liberties,  but  to 
^ringthat  to  its  original  ftandard,  and  employ  the  reft  in  mor^ 
ad^ive  fervice  for  the  intered  of  this  country.  He  then 
rnoved,  ■*  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  enabling 
his  Majefiy  to  accept  of  the  fervices  of  an  additional  numbef 
of  inilitia,  under  certain  reftridtions," 

Mr.K  'I  iemey  faid,  he  did  not  rife  to  oppofe  the  meafure  of 
enabling  his  Majefly  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  fervice  of  any 
part  of  the  miljiia  as  an  active  force.  Indeed,  if  the  ^ropo- 
iitton  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  gone  the  length  of 
propofing  that  the  whole  of  the  militia,  both  old  and  new, 
ihould  be  made  fubjedt  to  a  call  for  a6live  fervice,  he  did  not 
know  that  he  (hould,  under  the  prefent  circumdai^ces  and 
condition  ef  affairs,  and  alfo  under  certain  redridions,  op-> 
pofe  fuch  a  meafure ;  for,  to  fay  the  truth,  although  no  man 
xefpe&ed  the  militia  as  a  pure  conftitutioifal  body  of  defence 
more  than  he  did,  yet,  while  he  refleded  on  what  within  thefe  , 
three  years  bad  taken  place,  his  attachment,  although  not  hii 
refpea,  was  weakened  with  regard  to  that  body  ;  he  alluded 
to  the  invitation  of  the  militia  of  this  country  to  ferve  in  \xt^ 
land.  But  he  (hould  be  much  mifunderftood  if  it  was  thought 
that  he  intended  or  wiflied  to  withhold  his  praife  from  the 
officers  or  men  who  ferved  in  Ireland  ;  the  way  in  which  he 
confidered  the  matter  was  this — that  as  the  militia  was  ori** 
gtnally  intended  for  mere  home  defence,  the  nature  of  therr 
fervice  was  altered  when  they  went  out  of  the  country  fof 
any  purpofe,  be  that  purpofe  what  it  might ;  and  without 
pretending  to  infiniiate  that  the  militia  did  not  do  themfelves 
great  credit,  and  their  country  great  fervice  in  Ireland,  yet  h^ 
mud  be  allowed  to  fay,  that  they  had  changed  the  nature  of 
the  purpofp  for  which  they  were  eftabliflicd,  and  that  by  thli 
fort  of  practice  they  may  become  a  iianding  army  in  the 
hands  of  the  Crown  ;  and  the  condition  of  alT  the  officers  of 
the  militia  was  now  become  totally  different  from  that  which 
ufed  to  be  the  condition  of  a  militia  officer  in  former  times^ 
and  they  were  all  cxpofcd  to  an  inconvenience  which  no  mi* 
litia  officer  formerly  looked  for.  Vpon  thefe  grounds,  pro- 
tcflingall  thought  of  uttering  a  fyllable  that  wasdifrefpedful 
towards  t)ife  militia,  or  that  tended  to  call  in  qncftion  the  me- 
Ht   of  its  fervice,  and  viewing  things  conftitutionally,  he 

F  %  fiiould 
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ihotild  fay,  that  the  militia  was  now*  rather  an  obje6l  of  jea- 
loufy  than  confidence!  and  he  ihould  be  glad  to  have  it  voted 
annually,  like  ail  other  ipilitary  torcc. 

Upon  this  meafure  he  confeilcd  he  was  rather  embarrafled ; 
he  did  not  fay  the  meafure  was  a  bad  one,  but  his  objection 
to  it  was,  that  the  intention  of  government  was  to  apply  this 
force  in  a  way  that  was  fimilar  to  the  force  which  they  had 
raifed  already.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  were  to  give 
him  the  lead  hint  that  this  force  was  not  to  be  fent  to  France 
or  Holland,  or  the  Netherlands,  but  that  they  fliould  fairly 
have  the  option,  he  (hou)d  have  nothing  to  fay  ;  but  he  was 
afraid,  indeed  he  could  not  conceal  from  himftlf,  that  the 
purpofe  was  already  fettled;  he  could  not  conceal  from  him- 
lelt,  nor  doubt,  what  was  to  be  the  application  of  the  force. 
Here  came  his  embarradhicnt:  he  had  rather  not  difcufs  the 
matter.  It  was  an  unplcafant  talk  to  him,  but  he  could  not 
help  it ;  he  had  no  choice  left  him;  he  muft  difcufs  or  feeni 
to  affent  to  ir.  He  thought  that  Adminiilration  (hould  take 
the  meafure  on  themfclves,  and  not  call  tor  the  fandion  of 
Parli^nrent.  Here  was  his  difficulty;  but  he  was  anxious  not 
to  be  mifunderftood.  He  wanted  it  to  be  known  that  he  gave 
not  his  fandion,  either  direflly  or  indireflly,  upon  the  dif- 
pofal  of  this  force.  He  had  perufed  that  which  was  given 
out,  and  which  was  underftood  to  be  the  fubftance  of  the 
bill  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in,  and  he  knew  not  how  toaifent  to  it.  He  C(5uld  not 
conceal  from  himfelf  thedeftinationof  the  force  in  qucnion. 
Was  it  not  now  become  a  time  for  this  coimtry  to  begin  to 
think  ferioufly  on  wh^t  it  wasto  wafteEnglifli  blood?  When 
Miniders,  by  this  and  other  meafures,  admitted  that  the  old 
jmode  of  recruiting  the  army  was  at  an  end,  was  it  too  much 
to  fay  that  the  Uoufe  of  Commons  ought  to  paufe  before  an 
^rmy,  originally  dcflincd  for  internal  defence,  (hould  be 
turned  into  an  army  toad  offenfively  for  the  pi.rpofcsof  am^ 
bition?  He  did  not  vyaiU  tp  fatten  any  particular  word  on 
the  rigln  h^  n.  Gt  ntlcman  who  moved  this,  but  it  was  not  too 
much  to  fay  ii  was  clear  from  his  fpccch  that  he  meant  the 
^orce  upon  which  this  bill  applied,  to  be  employed  for  the 
piirpofes  of  ambition?  Was  it  too  much  for  the  Houfc 
pf  Commons  to  paufe  before  they  fcnt  men  abroad  under 
fuch  circumftances,  and  for  fuch  a  purpofe,  efpecially 
•when  we  knew  that  under  the  old  fyftem  of  recruiting  the 
army  tnen  could  not  be  got?  W^s  if  not  worth  while  for  the 
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I^giflaUire  to  confider  that  not  oiily  the  men  cannot  1>e  raifed 
at  all  under  the  old  fyftem  of  recruiting,  but  that  when  they 
arc  raifed  by  this  new  method  the  mode  of  paying  them  by 
the  old  funding  fyftem  is  at  an  end  ?    We  had  now  a  new 
fyftem  of  finance,  and  a  new  mode  of  raffing  men  for  the  ar- 
my.    He  put  this  point  before  the  Houfe,  not  for  the  pur- 
pofc  of  cauling  dcfpair,  but  to  call  on  the  Houfe  to  confider 
what  it  was  defired  to  do;   to  weigh  the  matter  ferioufly,  ancj 
think  of  the  circumltances  of  the  country  before  they  agreed 
to  go  on  with  projefts  of  diftant  expeditioni^.    We  had  heard 
lately  of  thanking   Providence   for  our  good  fortune  :  wc 
ought  not  in  words  merely  to  fay  we  thank  Providence,  but 
wc  ought  to  (hew  our  thankfulnefs   by  our  aftions.     We 
ought  to   (hew  we  feel  the  goodnefs  of  Providence  toward^ 
us,  and  be   prudent   in  reality,  as  well  as  grateful  in  ex- 
prcflions.     Was  not  the  fituation  of  this  country  fuch  as  the 
bcft  friend  pf  Adniiniftratioi)  would  admjt  to  be  in  a  great 
fneafure  pwlng  to  good  fortune,  and  fuch  as  we  had  not  fom^ 
time  ago  reafon  to  expe£l?  If  that  be  fo,  and  indeed  he  was  . 
much  deceived  if  it  was  not  fo,  and  indeed  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  himfelf  faid  he  had  not  yet  recovered  from  his 
aftonifliment  upon  one  point,  was  it  too  much  to  fay  that  our 
fortune  may  not  always  be  quite  fo  good  as  it  has  lately  been ; 
for   the  very  exprelHon  of  good  implied  there  was  fuch  4 
thing  as  bad  fortune?  Good  fortune  had  indeed  been  abun^ 
dantly  ftiowered  upon  us^  but  was  it,  therefore,   no  time  to 
confider  what  it  is  we  are  about  to  do?  Gentlemen  talked  of 
the  improvement  of  the  ftate  of  this  country  by  refcuing  Hol- 
land from  the  hands  of  France,     Mere  he  begged  he  might 
not  be  mifunderftood.     The   meafure  by  \vhich  the  Dutch 
fleet  was  captured  was  well  planned;  it  deferved  to  be  ap* 
plauded,  and  gentlemen  were  welcome  to  enjoy  the  applaufc 
which  was  bcftowed  upon  therp  for  it,  and  in  which  hehear-"^ 
tily  joined.     But    what  was  the  fituation  of  Holland  now  ? 
They  had  now  no  fleet  toacl  hollilely  againft  us.     Their  co- 
lonies are  in  our  poiTeffion,  and  their  trade  is,  to  all  intent^ 
and  purpqfes,  annihilated.     What  then   remained   but   the 
foil  and  canals,  and  the  number  of  their  people?  Did  any 
man  mean   to  fay  that  France  could  draw  ^ny  further  re- 
fources  from  Holland  to  contend  with  us?   Holland  was  CX7 
haufted  not  only  of  money,  but  alfo  of  the  means  of  ac- 
quiring money;   men  Oie  never  had,  except  for  marine  pur- 
pofcs.   Why  then,  he  would  aflc,  what  advantage  can  France 

derive 
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derive  in  Its  charafler  of  enemy  to  us  by  retaining  Holland? 
He  would  anfwer,  none ;  and  he  would  go  farther,  and  fay, 
thatEngland  will  find  by  retaining  Holland  they  retain  apiace 
where  EngliOimen  will  find  their  grave. 

From  the  experience  we  had  already  of  the  difpofitioh  of 
the  inhabitants  fince  the  landing  was  firft  efFeded,  wc  had 
fufficient  reafon  to  conclude,  that  they  had  no  inclination  to 
co-operate  in  refcuing  themfclves  from  the  yote  of  France, 
I  Here  was  a  cry  of  hear  !  heart  from  the  oppofite  bench.} 
He  waselad  to  find  from  this  exclamation,  that  there  was 
a  hope  of  co- operation,  but  certainly  from  the  period  when 
the  fleet  furrendered,  thete  had  been  no  manifcflations  of  a 
favourable  temper  of  the  people  of  Holland  which  were 
Jcnown  to  the  public.  Perhaps,  indeed,  Minifters  had  pri- 
vate information  upon  the  fubjeft  to  which  others  had  not 
acccfs  ;  yet,  he  was  inclined  to'  doubt  the  accuracy  of  their 
intelligence,  and  the  fidelity  of  the  reporters  from  whom 
they  derived  their  information  refpefting  the  feelings  and 
the  wifhes  of  thofe  whom  we  had  embarked  in  the  under^ 
taking  to  deliver.  This  doubt  was  fuggefted  by  a  review  of 
the  events  which  had  taken  place  fince  our  landing.  We 
faw,  that  when  our  army  had  been  near  a  month  in  the 
Country,  powerful  to  proted  and  defend  thofe  who  ihould 
rally  round  its  ftandard,  few  Dutchmen  had  joined  our  caufe. 
Wc  had  feen  an  obftinate  refinance  oppofed  to  our  progrefs  ; 
-we  had  feen  in  the  lad  attempt  to  penetrate  into  the  country 
T500  Engli(h  troops  fall,  and  a  much  greater  proportion  of 
oiir  allies :  after  the  lapfe  of  a  month  ;  after  feverc  encoun- 
ters, we  ftill  occupied  the  pofitions  wc  held  at  the  com- 
mencetricnt  of  the  entcrprize.  Is  this,  then,  an  expedition 
which,  however  valuable,  the  objeft  can  be  juftificd  by  the 
pro(j)e<S  of  ultimate  fuccefs  ?  Yet,  when  even  the  attain- 
ment (f  it  would  be  attended  with  fo  little  advantage  to  the 
(^bjeS  of  the  war,  is  it  an  occafion  when  a  Britifh  Parliament 
(ht)iild  faudion  ipeafures  that  muft  involve  fuch  a  waftc  of 
blood  and  treafiire  ?  ' 

Before  pledging  ouifclves  to  a  conduG  that  might  be  at-  ' 
tended  with  fo  many  evils,  and  which  was  compenfated  by 
fo  little  benefit,  we  (hould  paufe  a  little  and  refledt  upon 
confequences.  Gentlemen  ftvould  confider  the  burden  that 
would  be  entailed  upon  us  at  the  end  of  the  fevcnth  year  of 
tlie  war.  After  we  had  been  fo  prodigal  of  our  exertions, 
at:cr  wc  had  done  fo  much  upon  our  element,  after  the  fe-; 

curity 
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curity  of  our  own  country  was  placed  upon  the  moft  foUd 
baCs,  ought  we  to  rifle  all  we  have  gained*  all  the  advantages 
we  poiTefsy  by  plunging  into  a  continental  war,  to  be  prDfe- 
cutol  by  our  own  force.     The  number  of  troops  already 
upon  the  continent  was  beyond  what  this  country  had  been 
in  ufe  to  employ  in  that  manner,  and  now  it  was  propofed 
to  fend  an  additional  body  of  26,000  men,  which,  wirh 
the  22^000  already  in  Holland,  would  amount  to  in  army  of 
48,006  Britifh  troops.     We  fhould  we  thus  heap  up  ne^ 
and  enormous  burdens  upon  ourfelves  ?•  Had  we  not  taken 
our  full  (hare  and  proportion  of  the  tafk  of  delivering  £u« 
rope  andrefifting  France  r  We  hail  no  Ic fs  than  45,00  j  Ruf- 
fian  troops  into  our  pay,  to  be  employed  oa  the  Continent, 
Should  Parliament,  in   the  c ire  11  loh dances  in  which  we  now 
ftoody  aiTembled  on  a  fortnight's  nalice,  without  any   well- 
founded  hope  of  beneficial  enterprizc  or  ultimate  fnccefs, 
fandion  fuch  a  thing  as  the  edablilhment  of  an  army  in  our 
pay,  on  the  Continent,  of  nearly   100,000  men?  Was  not 
the  45,000  Ruflians  in  our  pay  an  ample  quota  for  thtscoun-^ 
try  to  furnifh  for  the  deliverance  of  Europe^  It  was  time  to 
think  a  little  of  our  own  intereds  after  being  fo  prodigal  of' 
•ur  concern  and  our  efforts  for  others.     He  did  not  mean  to 
fay  that  we  fhould   fue  for  peace.     Peace  w;is  a  thing  he 
ihould  never  think  of  mentioning  as  long  as  he  faw  the  right 
honourable  Gentlemen  and  his  friends  on  the  oppofite  bench. 
If  obliged  to  renounce  the  hope  of  peace,  however,  hecouM 
not  help  wifhing  to  fee  the  war  carried  on  in  a  different  man* 
ner.     Was  it  not  enough  that  we  fent  45,000  Ruffians  to 
fight  continental  battles,  while  we  contributed  our  naval 
exertions  in   the   common   caufe  ?    With   an   expendiitire 
amounting  lafl  year  to  60  millions,  35  of  which  w^re  for 
the  purpofes  of  war,  could  a  Bririlh  Parliament  juflify  iifelf 
to  its  cooftituents  for  fanv9iioning  a  mode  of  war  fo  foreigit 
from  our  means,  fo  unnatural  to  our  lituation?  Ought  we 
to  give  any  fort  of  approbation  to  a  principle  which  embark* 
ed  us  ill  fo  boundlcfs  a  career  of  continental  war  ?  Let  Mi- 
niders,  if  they  think  proper,  employ  the  military  force  of  the 
nation  in  the  way  ihcy  may  deem  moft  beneficial.     They  did 
it  with  their  rufponfibiliiy.      Here,   however,  there  was  a 
manifeftattempx  to  render  Parliament  a  party  to  the  plans  of 
the   Executive  Government,  and  to  obtain  its  fan ji ion  to 
their  fchemes.     There  was  no  encouragement  to  proceed  in 
the  exiterprifiB  we  had  begun.     It  was  involving  ourfelves  irt 

an 
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an  ooftinate  conflifty  in  which  the  certain  wafte  of  blood 
and  ex  pence  was  not  j  unified  by  the  hopes  of  fuccefs  nor 
Compenfated  by  the  profped  of  advantage. 
^  Were  the  objeft  of  the  war  precifely  afcertained,  it  would 
be  more  eafy  to  appreciate  the  meafures  which  were  to  be 
adopted,  by  comparing  them  with  the  end  to  be  attained.— 
If  we  were  ftruggling  to  annoy  France,  it  might  be  feid  that 
our  campaign  in  Holland  was  calculated  for  that  purpofe^ 
But  it  was  aimoft  avowed  by  many  gentlemen  that  we  were 
engaged  in  a  conteft  for  the  overthrow  of  the  Republican 
government  of  France.  How  this  objeft  was  to  be  pro- 
moted by  our  war  on  the  continent  he  was  at  a  lofs  to  guefs. 
He  could  not  cxaftly  fee  how  the  caufe  of  Monarchy  in 
France  could  be  advanced  by  our  killing  Dutchmen  in  Hol- 
land. (A  laugh  from  the  Treafury  Bench  J  He  did  not  think 
that  he  had  (aid  any  thing  calculated  to  excite  the  rifible  fa- 
culties of  the  right  honourable  Gentlemen  oppofite.  Indeed 
he  thought  that  they  were  not  in  a  temper  of  mind  fo  prone 
to  mirth.  He  thought  that  from  the  lad  accounts  received 
from  Holland  they  would  have  been  but  little  inclined  to 
gaiety ; — fure  he  was  that  the  country  at  large  was  not  dif- 
pofed  to  laugh  at  this  fubjedt.  He  was  convinced  even  that 
the  opinions  he  entertained  on  this  matter  coincided  with 
many  who  fupported  the  right  honourable  Gentleman,  and 
that  they  met  the  ideas,  though  they  may  not  decide  the  votes 
pf  many  of  his  friends.  It  the  quciiion  then  was  of  the 
means  of  deftroying  the  particular  form  of  a  government, 
bow  did  our  exertions  in  Holland  tend  to  promote  fuch  a 
plan  ?  Unlefs  the  five  Direftors  of  France  could  be  fecured, 
and  a  vaft  majority  of  the  people  were  to  declare  in  favour 
of  Monarchy,  how  was  the  caufe  likely  to  fucceed  ?  That 
this  w,as  the  real  object  of  the  war,  however,  was  evident 
from  a  variety  of  circuiniUnces.  It  was  avowed  by  the 
Emperor  of  Ruflia  in  a  document  he  had  feen,  the  declara-, 
tion  of  war  againil  Spain,  a  paper  which  had  appeared  in  all 
the  foreign  gazettes,  and  he  imagined  was  fufliciently  authen- 
tic to  warrant  his  obfervations.  In  that  declaratipn  the 
Emperor  of  RufEa  ftates  that  he  and  his  Allies  were  engaged 
in  a  war  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  overturning  the  govern- 
ment of  France,  and  reftoring  the  Monarchy.  Thiscxpref- 
fipn  defcrves  very  ferious  confideraiion,  when  the  nature  of 
our  connexions  with  the  Emperor  of  Ruflia  were  taken  into 
view.     In  the  fpecch  from  the  throne,  at  the  conclufion  of 
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laft  feflkxi,.  his  Majdfty  ftatcd  that  he  aded  tnoft  cordially 
with  the  Emperor  of  Ruffia,  and  it  was  evident  that  this  wai 
the  Ally  whole  views  and  condiid  were  mod  congenial  to 
tbofe  of   Minifters.      The  Emperor  of    Ruilia  diftinfily 
mvowed  the  reftoration  of  Monarchy  to  be  the  obje&  of  the 
war.     Could  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  hire  any  other 
potentate  to  concur  in  the  avowal  ?   The  Emperor  of  Ger* 
many  has  refufed  to  pledge  himfelf  to  any  fuch  deHgn.    His 
views  were  evidently  direSed  to  his  own  aggrandifement. 
Every  battle  that  he  fought,  every  drop  of  blood  he  expended, 
was  intended  to  fecure  fome  territorial  acquidtion.     Would 
the  Minifter  fay  that  there  was  any  concert  between  him  and 
any  other  court  in  Europe,  befides  that  of  RuUia,  for  endea« 
Touring  to  eStSt  the  overthrow  of  the  French  Republic  1 . 
Whether  it  was  a  government  that  one  (hould  with  to  fee 
overthrown  was  a  different  queflion.     Now  the  objed  was 
to  be  coniidered  in  relation  to  the  means  by  which  it  was  to 
be  purfucd,  and  the  chance  of  fuccefs,     A  right  honourable 
Gentleman  had  fometimes  infinuated  that  he  had  a  lurking 
Ibiidnefs  for  a  Republican   form   of  government.     If  the 
right  honourable  Gentleman  did  think  fo  he  little  knew  his 
{Mr.  Tierney*s)  fentioients  ;  but  as  to  the  overthrow  of  the 
French  Republic,  was  it  a  projed  which  England  and  Ruf« 
fia  were  likely  to  accompli fh  ?  Was  it  in  any  degree  pro* 
Rioted  by  all  the  victories  which  had  graced  the  campaign  I 
What   return  of  order,  of  religion,  of  legitimate  govefn- 
Dient  had  we  vet  feen  rifing  from  all  the  exploits  of  which 
we  fo  jufliy  boafled  ?  He  faw,   with  pleafure  indeed,  the 
power  of  France  circumfcribed  ;  with  pleafure  he  (hould  fee 
her  confined  to  her  ancient  limits ;  but  even  in  the  profecu* 
lion  of  an  end  fo  juft  and  defirable  as  that  of  confining  the 
power  of  Fi  ance,  it  would  be  neceflary  to  calculate,  whe* 
iher  we  might  not  fufFer  more  by  the  attempt  to  apply  a  re« 
tnedy  than  by  the  very  evil  which  exifted ;  but  now,  how* 
ever,  what  profped  was  there  of  reftoring  the  Monarchy  of 
France;  what  proof  was  there  that  an  end  fo  dliintereiled 
was  ever  in  conteniplation  ^  Was  Switzerland  yet  reftorcd 
10  its  ancient  government  ?  On  the  contrary,  has  it  not  been 
held  as  a  conqueft,  and  that  from  France  to  Auitria  it  has 
merely  Oiitted   hands.     Has  the  King  of  Sardinia  yet  af- 
ccnded  his  recovered  throne,  and  his  delivered  territories  I 
What  matrers  it  to  him  that  lofes  a  crown,  whether  it  is  pur- 
loined by  Emperors  or  Diredories  ?  Has  that  which  has  been 
.Vol.  1. 1799.  Q  ccfcucd 
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refcued  from  the  ufurper  been^reftored  to  the  lawful  owner} 
There  is  not  the  lead  proof,  not  the  lead  difpofttion.     We  * 

Tee  bravery  difplayed  by  the  combatants,  but  vidory  does  not 
contribute  to  the  overthrow  of  the  French  Monarchy.  The 
defign  was  avowed  in  terms  that  could  fcarce  be  mifunder- 
flood  but  a  few  months  agO|  and  what  effect  has  it  produced 
in  France?  During  a  peace  with  the  Emperor  of  Germany, 
which,  to  France,  without  commerce  to  annoy,  or  colonies 
\o  defend,  was  almofl  a  peace  with  all  the-  world,  the  Direc- 
tory diilinguiflied  themfclves  by  every  fpecies  of  mifrule  at 
home,  and  by  the  e(iablifhment  of  oppreflive  republics 
around  them.  The  French  Republic  was  rendtred  odious  to 
the  world,  and  tyrannicaljo  its  own  fubjedis.  Defeat,  dif- 
grace,  and  difunion  were  the  confequences.  Yet,  no  fooner 
was  the  reftoration  o\  the  Monarchy  avowed  than  energy  re-  * 

vived,  the  fpirit  of  the  nation  was  roufed,  the  armies  were 
recruited,  and  the  tide  of  fuccefs  began  in  fome  degree  to 
turn  in  favour  of  the  Republic.  He  did  not  fay  that  Minify 
tcrs  were  imprudent  in  making  the  avowal ;  they  weje  re* 
duced  to  the  dilemma  of  injuring  their  caufc,  as  much  by 
their  filence  as  by  their  declaration.  On  the  one  hand  they 
were  obliged  to  hold  a  language  calculated  to  encourage  their 
partizans  in  France,  or  difcourage  them  by  their  iilence ; 
and,  oil  the  other,  they  furnillicd  the  Republicans  with  topici  |^ 

calculated  to  promote  their  caufe  and  to  animate  their  friends* 
With  refpeft  to  the  bill  itfelf,  he  had  little  objection  to  it. 
Me  was  not  averfe  to  fee  the  fupplementary  militia*  reduced 
and  the  ex  pence  it  occafioned  faved.  It  was  the  emphyment 
of  the  force  that  it  was  the  objeft  of  the  bill  to  procure 
which  he  could  not  fanAion.  He  did  not  wi(h  that  the  ex- 
ertions of  government  ihould  be  crippled,  but  he  could  not 
vote  for  enabling  them  to  carry  on  a  crufade  againfl:  France, 
Gentlemen,  he  obferved,  were  difpleafed  with  the  wordrn/- 
fade^  but  he  wiihed  to  knew  what  was  a  crufade  but  the  em- 
ployment of  a  large  army  in  the  purfuit  of  fome  extravagant 
bbjcdl.  Let  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  (hew  that  the 
febjefl  was'  not  extravagant  before  Jie  rejected  the  epithet  by 
which  it  was  charade ri zed,.  Conneding,  therefore,  the  ap- 
plication of  the  difpofi^ble  force  to  be  obtained  with  the 
meafure  propofed,  he  wafi  bound  to  give  it  his  negative.  He 
knew  that  his  oppofltion  vvould  be  of  little  avail ;  yet  he  felt 
himfelt  bound  to  enter  his  proteft  againll  the  intended  appli- 
cation of  the  blood  and  trealiire  of  the  country.  Having 
V    .'  '*•  ^        obeyed 
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obeyed  the  dilates  of  his  confciencc  and  fulfilled  his  duty  by 
that  proteft,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  trouble  theHoufe 
"with  any  further  aniroadverfions  upon  the  bill  itfelf  in  its 

progrefs. 

The  Secretary  at  War  faid,  that  the  honourable  gentletnan 
had  put  a  wrong  interpretation  upon  the  nature  of  the  bill 
and  the  objeft  to  which  the  fanSion  of  Parliament  was  re- 
quired. Certainly  no  man  who  gave  his  vote  for  the  bill  in 
any  degree  pledged  himfelf  to  approve  the  application  of  the. 
force  which  would  be  placed  at  the  difpofal  of  the  Executive 
Government.  When  the  militia  force  was  made  difpofable^ 
it  muft  be  difpofed  of  juft  like  every  other  part  of  the  mili- 
tary force  of  the  country  at  the  refponfibility  of  miniflers. 
Any  member  might  fupport  the  bill  who  might  not  approve 
the  application  of  the  force. 

There  was  likcwifc  another  inference  drawn  by  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  which  was  perfejStly  unwarranted.  He 
had  faid  that  this  meafure  arofe  from  the  difficulty  of  pro- 
curing men.     It  was  true  that  this  was  the  cafe,  but  not  ia  . 
tJie  way  in  which  it  might  be  interpreted.     This  difficulty 
did  not  arife  from  any  wafte  of  lives,  from  any  decay  of  po^ 
puiation  \  it  arore  fimply  from  this  circumftance,  that  the 
population  .of  this  country  had  not  encreafed  (and  he  be- 
Keved  it  had  encreafed)  in  fuch  a  degree,  even  in  the  prefent. 
profperous  ftate  of  the  nation,  as  to  furniih  two  diftind  ar-. 
mies*  one  for  defence,  another  for  offence.     We  could  not 
have  a  fufficient  difpofablc  fprce,  if  fo  great  a  part  of  our 
military  ftrength  was  limited  to  mere  defence.     As  to  the 
advantages  of  encreafing  our  difpofable  force,  he  conceived 
they  were  undeniable.     They  retained  all  the  benefits  of  a 
defenfive  force,  with  the  additional  one  of  being  fitted  foe  * 
ofience,  if  expedient.     How   indeed  could   we  menace  or 
annoy  the  enemy  without  fuch  a  body  of  troop?  ?  Without, 
9X  all  quilting  the  country  they  were  more  ufeful  as  a  difpo- 
fable force  than  when  confined  to  the  purpofes  of  defence, 
bccawfe  tiicy  kept  the  enemy  in  awe,  and  compelled  them  to 
divide  their  attention  and  their  troops  for  their  own  defence* 

As  to  a  fyftem  of  purely  defenfive  war  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  feemed  to  recommend,  he  conceived  it  to  be 
the  moft  unfortunate  fituation  in  which  a  nation  could  be 
placed.  The  molt  effcitual  means  of  defence,  both  for  in* 
dividuals  and  for  nations,  was  to  attack  the  enemy.  By 
mere  defence  a  nation  is  expofcd  to  the  danger  of  b^ing  hurt 

Q  %  wiihuuf 
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ivithDut  any  chance  of  in-uring  an  adverfary.  In  faQ,  a 
war  fo  conduced  could,  muft  be  endlefs.  Unlefs,  therefore, 
the  honotirable  gentleman  profelTing  fo  eameft  a  deftre  fot 
peace,  wiflied  to  doom  the  nation  to  defencelefs  warfare,  he 
muft  admit  of  fuch  oflFenfive  operations  as  pixmiife  to  lead 
to  fomc  termination  of  the  conteft. 

But  the  honoujablc  gentleman  fays,  **  Why  not  leave  Eu- 
rope to  itfelf ;  have  we  not  done  enough  ?  He  feemed  to 
think  it  a  matter  of  mere  calculation  and  contribution,  and 
to  be  regulated  by  no  more  enlarged  principles  and  views. 
Even  in  this  illiberal  view  of  the  queftion,  he  was  recom- 
mending a  wretched  oeconomy.  It  was,  to  ufe  a  vulgar  ex- 
preflion,  cahhaging  nut  of  our  awn  coai*  If  we  cut  (hort  oar 
fphere  of  operations  we  contraded  our  own  means  of  de--  •^ 

fence.  The  exertions  we  made  upon  a  great  fcale  were  the 
bed  caleolated  to  promote  our  own  fecurity.  If  we  criihei 
from  our  own  means  of  exertion,  we  fliould  be  suilty  of  the^ 
worft  policy,  tfven  for  the  attainment  of  that  felfifh  objeft 
to  which  the  honourable  gentleman  would  confine  our  atten- 
tion. But  we  have  the  command  of  the  feas !  What  was 
this  however  to  the  general  caufe  of  Europe?  If  the  enemy* 
chofc  to  keep  in  their  ports,  what  could  the  moftconfum-* 
mate  naval  ftill  contribute  to  the  advancement  of  the  fecurity 
t)f  Europe  ?  Could  we  be  fafe  while  fuch  a  Republic  as  that 
eflaUiflted  in  France  continued  to  exift  ?   It  had  ever  been  v 

his  opinion  that  there  was  no  fafety  for  this  country  or  for  ^ 

Europe,  with  fuch  a  power  in  the  midft  of  it.  What  could 
the  navat^  force  of  this  country,  redrided  as  the  honourablQ 
gentleman  would  have  it,  to  the  annoyance  of  the  enemy,  or 
the  protection  of  our  allies  ?  What  couM  that  gallant  officer. 
Sir  Sidney  Smith,  on  whom  theHoufehad  bellowed  fo  juft' 
a  tribute  of  its  admiration  of  his  condu£b,  have  done,  hdd  he 
remained  on  board  his  (hips  ?  What  might  not  have  been 
the  confequences  of  that  expedition  of  Buonaparte,  fodi«(| 
reftly  aimed  againft  the  interefts  of  this  country;  if  the  gene- 
rous devotion  of  a  naval  officer  had  not  prompted  him  to  the  *^ 
mod  active  and  various  efforts  to  baffle  the  defigns  of  the  ene- 
my ?  What  might  have  been  the  fltuation  of  the  Ottoman 
Empire  ?  Who  could  fay  that  after  its  overthrow  Vienna 
might  not  again  have  beerr  threatened  by  the  fame  com- 
mander r  Such  extraordinary  efforts  as  thofe  of  Sir  Sidney 
it  was-  impoffible  to  expeft  always.  They  were  of  a  fupe- 
f lor  kiod. .  They,  proved^  however,  the  advantage  of  offcn-* 

■  •   -•     ;/  five 
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five  Operations^  and  the  tnadeqiracy  of  a  mere  defenfire  fyP' 
fern. 

Newman,  he  was  fare,  who  took  a  wide  vitw  of  thmgs^ 
could  maintain  that  becaufe  this  was  an  ifland,  We  cnTght  to 
feparate  the  caufe  of  Europe^  frcrai  otir  o\(rn.  Oar  fate  was 
involved  in  that  of  furrounding  nations;  our  interefts  and 
oar  profperlty  were  connedted  with  their  ftatc.  In  extend- 
ing a  liberal  regard  to  the  oiher  countries  of  Europe;  ia 
contributing  to  their  defence,  we  bcft  promoted  our  own  ;  bf 
maintaining  their  freedom,  by  co-operating  to  their  deliver- 
ance,  we  employed  the  fureft  means  of  advancing  our  owct 
greatncfs,  guarding  our  own  fccurity,  and  confirming  out 
own  independence.  If  France,  animated  by  the  principles 
which  diftinguiih  her  Republican  Government,  was  fuffererf 
to  retain  •he  dominion  Ihe  lately  poflefled,  all  the  means  of 
defence  of  which  we  could  boaft  would  be  imperfedt  for  o&f. 
fafety.  ' 

As  to  the  immcdtatc  mcafure  he  lioped  he  liad  fatlsfiedthe 
hon.  Gentleman,  that  it  was  quite  diftinft  from  the  afirplrca- 
tion  that  might  be  made  of  the  force.  But  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man fays,  that  it  is  not  the  reduAion  of  the  French  power, 
but  the  overthrow  of  the  exiftine^  Government  whtch  is  thd 
avowed  objcfl  of  the  wah  The  hen.  Gentleman  alluded  tor 
what  was  faid  in  former  debates.  AH  that  was  faid  then, 
however,  was,  that'the  redu^^ion  of -the*  power  of  France* 
was  but  one  objecl:*.  He  was  ready  to  rcpriat,  that  he  did  not 
think  thi.s  country,  or  Europe,  could  be  fafe  while  a  govern- 
xri«nt  like  that  of  France  remains.  *  He  wiflicd  10  be  under- 
flood  to  pufli  this  principle  as  far  as  any  man,  but  at  the* 
ftme  time,  he  never  did  pledge  himfelf  abfoinfely  to  the  ob- 
jed  of  reftoring  the  Monarchy  of  France.  Confiderinj;  Th% 
refloration  of  Monarchy  on  every  account  a  confumraation 
devoutly  to  be  wifhed,  he  could  not  fay,  that  we  muft  at  all 
Acventspurfue  that  objefi.  In  fa£t  it  might  be  a  thin^  al- 
together imptafticablc;  If  the  great  majority  ot*  the  pe<jpk 
were  evidently  ajiiinft  Monarchy,  it  could  not  be  re-cfta- 
biifhed,  and  in  fiich  a  cafe  it  perhaps  was  doubtful;  whether 
the  attempt  ought  to  be  made.  This  opinion  he  entcrtaineci, 
at  leaft  as  confidently,  he  believed,  as  the  hon.  Gentleman 
and  his  Friends,  for  he  was  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  im-* 
poflibility  of  ellablifhing  any  form  of  government  againtl* 
the  manners,  habits  and  fentiments  of  a  people.  The  qnef- 
tion  however  was,  whether  France  did  wifli  fora  Monarchy? 
He  was  quite  perfuaded  tha^-thc  majority  of  France  wiVe' 

for 
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for  that  form  of  government.  The  hon.  Gentleman  Teemed 
to  think  that  the  majority  of  the  French  were  attached  to 
the  exifting  government  4  but  furely  it  v^as  eafjr  to  compre- 
hend that  a  majority  might  be  governed  by  the  minority, . 
and  fuch  he  was  convinced  was  the  fituation  of  France  at 
the  prefent  moment. 

The  hon.  Gentleman  obferved  tliat  it  was  infmuated  by 
him  (Mr.  Windham)  that  he  had  a  fondnefs  for  a  Republican 
Government.  This  was  not  exadly  the  cafe.  He  had  faid 
that  there  were  Gentleman'  who  wiihed  that  the  French  Re- 
public mt^ht  maintain  itfelf.  He  had  heard  the  fentiment 
avoived  by  fome  of  the  hon,  Gentleman's  friends,  and  ima- 
gined that  he  participated  in  it  with  them.  He  wiihed  that 
Gentleman  would  explain  why  they  indulged  fuch  a  wi(h. 
Was  it  for  the  fake  of  France?  If  not  for  the  fake  of 
France  (for  they  inveigh  againft  the  French  Government), 
but  upon  Engliih  principles  and  Engliih  feelings,  they  ought 
to  deprecate  the  Republic,  and  wilhfora  Monarchical  Go- 
vernment»  as  that  which  mud  for  a  long  feries  of  years  be 
unable  (he  laid  no  (Irefs  on  the  difpofiiion)  to  annoy  neigh- 
bouring Powers,  and  to  didurb  our  fecurity.  Upon  Englifh 
principles  and  Engliih  feelings,  then,  he  did  wi(h  for  the  re- 
Uoratiun  of  Monarchy  in  France  ;  but  he  by  no  means  faid 
that  we  mutt  go  on  till  that  objed  is  attained.  It  would  be 
fruitlefs  to  make  the  iittempt  without  the  co-peration  of  a 
great  body  in  France,  but  whether  that  was  to  be  obtained 
was  the  quedion.  He  was  convinced  that  the  difpofltion 
did  exifl,  and  wanted  only  that  opportunity  of  difplaying  it* 
fcif  which  it  was  fo  defirable  to  afford. 

This  much  he  had  thought  is  neceffary  to  fay,  as  the  topics* 
though  not  coiined^cd  with  the  fiibje>Si  before  the  Honfc,  had 
been  fo  largely  infifted  on  by  the  hon.  Gentleman.  With  re-' 
gard  to  the  bill  propofed  to  be  intrixiuced,  he  had  already 
Ihewn  that  thofc  who  approved  it  in  itfelf,  were  by  no  means 
engaged  to  approve  the  application  of  the  force  which  it 
might  place  at  the  difpofal  of  the  Executive  Government, 

Mr.  Tlerney  explained,  and  faid,  that  as  the  preamble  of 
the  bill  fo  clearly  conneded  the  application  of  the  force, 
with  the  legiflative  roeafure  rendering  the  Militia  difpofable, 
it  was  impofiible  to  approve  the  bill  .without  fandioning  the 
application  of  the  force. 

Mr.  Dundas  denied  that  the  bill  was  a  pledge,  that  the 
forces  to  be  obtained  were .  to  be  fent  10  Holland.  They 
might  be  fent  there  or  any  whcae  elfe  within  the  agrement, 

at 
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al  the  refponfibility  of  Adminiftration.  At  the  fametime,  he 
begged  not  to  be  underftood  to  infinuatCi  that  the  forces  fent 
to  iJoUandy  or  any  forces  to  be  fent,  were  not  employe^ 
highly  to  the  honour  and  advantage  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  that  in  the  prefent  doubtful  (late  of  our 
affairs  in  Holland,  and  as  freih  advices  might  every  moment 
be  expeded,  he  was  unwillinjg  to  fay  any  thing  upon  that 
fubject.     He  heard  with  regret,  however,  one  fentimcnt  ut- 
tered by  his  hon.  Friend,  he  meant  the  ob(ervation,  that  he 
has  no  objedton  to  put  the  Militia  on  the  footing  of  the* 
ai-my.  For  his  part  he  lamented  the  change  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  Militia  fytiem,  and  thought  that  the  earlieft  op-' 
purtunity  (hould  be  embraced  of  refltoring  to  that  conditU'- : 
tional  body  the  coi;ifidence  they  ought  to  have  in  their  fitua- 
tion,  by  re(lri£ling  them  to  the  purpofjss  for  which  they  were 
originally  intended. 

With  refpeft  to  the  objeft,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
faid,  that  monarchy  could  not  be  reftored  in  France  without 
the  concurrence  cf  the  people  of  France.  Apply  that  prin^ 
ciple,  then,  to  the  war  in  Holland.  On  the  part  of  this 
county  it  was  not  a  war  for  territory.  What  dirpofuion, 
Ihen,  was  there  in  the  inhabitants  to  fecond  our  operation  for 
their  deliverance  ?  Since  the  furrender  of  the  fleet  there  had 
been  no  fymptons  of  co-operation*  The  Dutch  fleet  wat 
obtained  in  a  manper  which  he  thought  of  dangerous  ex* 
simple.  It  was  by  a  mutiny  of  the  crews.  He  knew  not  by  what 
means  this  difpofition  had  been  raifed.  Certain  it  was, 
that  the  fleet  had  been  furrendered  by  a  mutiny  of  the  crew« 
refufmg  to  fight  a  fuperior  naval  force  of  this  country*  Thii 
being  the  cafe,  there  was  a  great  difference  between  the  fi- 
tuation  of  the  failors  and  the  people  ;  and,  as  the  example 
jof  the  furrendi^r  of  the  fleet  had  not.  been  followed  by  the 
people,  it  was  fair  to  prefume  that  they  were  not  favourable 
to  our  caufe.  This  was  a  matter  on  which  Minifters  ought 
tlo  have  information.  Unlefs  the  people  were  willing  to 
co-operate,  the  enterprife  could  ^ot  fucceed — nor  ought  it 
to  have  been  attempted. 

The  expedition  it  was  well  knovfn,  had  been  Tome  time 
in  contemplation,  and  when  it  was  refoived  upon  there 
might  be  hopts  entertained  of  the  co-operation  of  Prutfia. 
If,  however,  it  Ihould  appear  that  Pruflia  perftded  in  neu- 
traiitry,  while  co-operaton  was  confidered  as  zftne  qua  non^ 
and  the  people  were  ill  inclined  to  our  caufe,*  the  chance  of 
ultimate  fuccofs  was  removed.     He  irufted  therefore,  that  i( 

this 
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this  was  the  csfey^no  fklTe  feeling  of  pride  would  induce 
Minifters  to  pcrfevere.  in  the  fruitlefs  attenipt  of  conquering 
Holland  by  force.  At  any  rate  he  hoped  that  the  Houfe,  who 
were  not  parties  to  the  expedition,  nor  a£luated  by  the  fame 
feeling  of  pride,  would  not  fupport  Adnniniitration  in  their 
obiiinacy. 

'  Thefe  obfervations  he  had  thrown  out  on  the  topics  wiiich 
had  been  intruduced  ;  but  he  (hould  rake  a  future  opportu* 
nity  to  deliver  his  fentimcnts  more  fully  upon  the  principle 
of  the  bill. 

The  Chancelhrof/heExcljtquer  fatd,  although  it  was  not  my 
intention  to  have  troubled  the  Houfe  in  the  prefent  ftagc  ot 
the  bill«  fume  things  dropped  both  from  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  juU  fat  down,  and  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  be«> 
toFc  him  on  the  fame  fide,  on  which  I  beg  leave  to  make  a 
few  remarks.  The  hon.  Gentleman  who  juft  fa,t  down 
dated  two  points  aseflential  to  be  conftdered  in  judging  of  the 
propriety  of  at  all  undertaking  the  Expedition  to  Holland,  or 
the  expediency  of  perfeverving  in  it.  Thefe  were  the  neu- 
jrality  of  the  King  of  Pruflia,  and  the  difpofition  of  the 
people  of  Holland.  With  regard  to  the  (irft  i  think  it  right 
to  ftate  that  it  had  not  the  fmalled  influence  in  determining 
the  cntcrprize.  The  Expedition  to  Holland  was  totally  in- 
dependent of  any  co-operation  whatever  on  the  parr  of 
the  King  of  Prtidia,  and  it  was  adopted  by  his  Majefty's  Mi- 
niiU-rs  under  fuch  aufpices  as  to  juftify  a  fanguine  hope, 
that  it  would  be  attended  with  ultimate  and  complete  fuc* 
cefs  ;  that  the  event  of  it  mufl  depend  upon  the  difpofition 
ixi  the  inhabitants,  to  feconJ  the  efforts  made  to  refcue  them 
from  the  degrading  oppreflion  under  which  they  groan,  is 
undoubtedly  true;  but  not  in  the  fame  degree  that  the  pr:n« 
ciple  mud  obtain  in  relation  to  France.  The  favourable 
ftntimem  of  the  inhabitants,  is  one  of  the  circumilances  on 
which  the  ex[>e61ation  of  prevailing  over  the  ufurped  domi- 
nion of  the  French  Government  in  Holland  js  founded  ;  be 
the  event  of  the  expedition  however  what  it  may,  the  \\oth 
Gc  ntlcman  has  no  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  his  MajeAy's  Mi- 
ni tier^  have  any  caufe  for  the  feelings  of  repentant  difap- 
jpoinmcnt  or  of  mortified  pride.  If,  contrary  to  all  that  I 
bope,  all  1  believe,  all  that  I  know  of  the  favourable  fitua- 
tion  of  the  enterprife,  the  attempt  to  refcue  Holland  from 
the  tyranny  of  France,  and  to  reftore  its  legitimate  Govern- 
ment, (hould  ultimately  fail,  iff  authors  will  have  abundant 
matter^  not  merely  of  confulationi  but  of  triumph.     They 

could 
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could  boaft  of  an  obje£l  fully  adequate  to  juftify  the  deflgn 
and  to  cotnpenfate  the  facrifices  of  the  execution/  has  already 
been  atchieved.  Is  it  nor  an  objefl  of  importance  to  the  in 
terefts  and  to  the  fecurity  of  this  country,  to  have  tranf- 
ferred  from  the  (cale  of  our  enemies  force  to  our  own,  fo 
ereat  a  portion  of  the  naval  force  of  Holland  P  Is  it  of  no 
'  importance  if  we  cannot  fecure  a  friend  to  have  difarmed  an 
enemy  i  Is  it  of  no  importance  to  this  country  to  have  ftript 
the  French  Republic  of  an  inftrument,  by  which  they  might 
have  aflailed  the  fafety  of  our  own  ihoreSy  and  gained,  in  the 
word  event,  a  new  bulwark  to  our  national  fecurity  both  in 
the  increafe  of  our  (Irength  and  in  the  impotence  of  our  ad- 
verfary  i  Come  what  may,  thefe  are  claims  to  the  thanks 
of  the  country  which  cannot  be  Ihaken  ;  they  are  proofs  of 
fuccefsful  enterprife  which  leave  no  room  for  regret ;  they 
are  alone  fufficient  to  juftify  all  that  the  Bill  aflerts  of  the 
advantages  derived  from  the  former  application  of  the 
Militia  forces,  and  they  will  warrant  an  extention  of  the 
principle,  in  order  to  procure  the  means  of  exerting  frefh 
efforts  and  realifing  additional  fuccefs. 

The  hon.  Gentleman  aflferts  that  there  has  been  a  want  of 
co-operation  with  our  forces  by  land.  This  is  an  opinion 
in  "^tch  I  cannot  coincide*  As  to  the  information  which 
Minifters  poflefs  Upon  the  fubje£t,  the  hon.  Gentleman  knows 
too  well  what  belongs  to  the  duty  of  the  Executive  Servants 
of  the  Crown  te  imagine  that  this  is  a  place  in  which  it  can 
be  explained.  But  without  requirfng  confidential  informa- 
tion to  difclofe  what  are  the  grounds  to  hope  for  co-opera- 
tion, we  can  draw  from  human  nature  itfelf  the  mod  folid 
afllirance  of  favour  and  fupport  to  our  caufe.  We  know 
&  that  there  can  be  no  country  which  has  ever  taded  French  op- 

'^^^  preffion,  which  has  ever  been  linked  in  French  fraternity, 

_%  that  does  not  long  to  (hake  off  the  galling  chain.    Though 

n  men  may  want  the  courage  or  the  opportunity  to  fight  in  the 

C  ranks  of  their  deliverers,  they  mud  figh  and  pant  for  deliver- 

ance. Unlefs  the  Dutch  have  loft  not  only  that  chara£ter  for 
which  they  were  peculiarly  diftinguifhed,  but  unlefs  they 
have  lofl  vhe  features  of  human  nature  itfelf,  we  muft  find 
allies,  if  toot  in  their  arms,  in  their  hearts,  in  their  affec- 
tions, in  their  hopes,  in  their  prayers. 

But  it  is  not  true  that  fmce  the  furrender  of  the  fleet  we 

have  received  no  marks  of  co-operation.  The  pofition  which 

our  army  occupies  does  not  admit  of  a  general  afflux  of  the 

well  affected  to  the  expedition,  becaufe  its  approach  is  ne- 

Vol.  I.  1799,  H  ceffarily 
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ceflariljT  confined.  Yet  even  within  our  lines,  I  know  from 
the  mod  unqueftionable  authority,  that  we  have  had  the  moil 
hearty  and  rapturous  teftimonies  of  joy  and  concurrence* 
You  have  only  to  open  the  road  to  a  more  extenfive  commu«> 
nication  with  the  country  to  receive  the  mod  general  proofs 
of  welcome  and  co-operation.  Why  then  (hould  you  allow 
your  hopes  to  be  dalhed  becaufe  you  have  not  atchieved  in  s 
few  weeks  what  would  be  the  fource  of  unmeafurable  glory 
and  advantage  to  accomplilh  in  feveral  months. 

The  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Tierney)  faid  that  he  is  not  in- 
clined to  defpond  himfelf,  or  to  excite  defpondency  in  others. 
I  do  not  fay  that  it  is  the  fentiment  which  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man wi(hes  to  cherifli  or  to  infpire.  If,  however,  the  hon. 
Gentleman  were  dcflrous  to  dafli  the  hopes  and  to  alarm  the 
apprehenfions  of  the  nation ;  if  he  were  defirous  to  damp  the 
generous  ardour  for  the  Common  caufe  of  Europe  and  hu- 
manity, to  condemn  us  to  the  impolTibility  of  futlher  effort, 
to  blight  all  our  profpedls  of  national  triumph  ffii  of  final 
fecurity,  his  topics  could  not  have  been  more  happily  felefled. 
Why  elfe  would  he  have  introduced  the  remarks  he  made  on 
the  new  tnode  of  recruiting  the  army  and  the  new  fyflem  of 
finance?  why  does  ^  only  refer  to  topics  and  prefe^ views 
fitted  only  to  enervate  our  courag^,  to  damp  our  perf  JUincei 
or  to  alarm  our  fears.  The  dimculty  of  rccruitingour  ar- 
mies is  not  the  eiFed  of  a  decaying  population.  The  fpirit 
which  bums  to  engage  the  enemies  of  the  country,  and  to 
contribute  moft  efficaddufiy  to  its  defence,  is  locked  up,  and 
you  but  let  it  loofe  to  recruit  your  army.  You  have  only  to 
render  a  ufelefs  defenfive  force,  adive  and  difpofable,  to  pro« 
cure  a  force  powerful  as  the  utmoft  wants  of  the  moft  vi- 
gorous fervice  can  require.  This  it  is,  however,  which  hat 
been  reprefented  as  a  difficulty  arifing  from  fcarcity  of  mi- 
litary refources,  and  from  national  debility !       ,^ 

As  to  the  new  fyftem  of  finance  to  which  the  hon«  Gen- 
tleman alludes,  what  is  it  but  that  after  feven  years  of  war, 
after  the  exertions  which  the  unparalleled  nature  of  the  con- 
teft  has  required,  you  have  reforted  to  a  mode  of  raifrng  the 
fupplies  by  which  your  national  credit  is  raifed  and  fupported 
to  a  pitch  unprecedented  at  the  very  commencement  of  for- 
mer wars ;  by  which  your  refources  for  future  efforts  are 
prolonged ;  by  which  your  trade  is  increafed,  your  profperity 
confolidated?  1  beg  pardon  for  having  detained  theHoufe  fo 
long  with  thefeobfervations,  but  few  things  touch  me  fofen- 
fibly.as  when  a  colouring  is  attempted  to  be  given  to  obje£ts 

tha 
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that  when  exhibited  to  the  public^  tends  to  depreciate  our 
hopes,  to  relax  our  exertions,  todifinclineus  from  the  courfe 
which  duty  as  well  as  intereft  prompt  us  to  purfue ;  to  Hirink 
from  the  conteft  in  which  we  are  engaged;  to  defert  the 
career  when  we  have  almoft  reached  the  goal,  and  to  defpair 
of  that  good  which  is  almoft  attained.  The  Bill  was  then 
brought  in  and  read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fe« 
cond  time  the  next  day.    Adjourned. 


The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  the 
King : 

Mofi  Gracious  Soviriigftf 

We,  your  Majefty*t  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  AibjeAs,  the  Commons  of 
Great  Britain,  in  Parliament  aflfembled,  beg  leave  to  return  your  Majefty 
th€  thankf  of  this  Houfe  for  your  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne  | 
and  to  aflMryour  Majefty,  that  we  fliall  proceed,  without  delay,  to  con* 
Sder  of  tbepill|»riety  of  enabling  your  Majefty  to  arail  yourfelf,  to  a  fur« 
ther  extent  of  the  voluntary  Services  of  the  miJitia,  at  a  moment  when  we 
arefiitisfied  an  cncreaieof  our  a£live  force  abroad  may  be  produAive  of  the 
BKift  impoMant  and  beneficial  conlequences. 

WaJHle  feen  the  happy  effe^s  of  the  meafuli^iuiopted  on  this  Aibje{^  in 
the  iJHBon ;  aiid  we  refleft  wiA  pride  that  the  forces  which  your  Ma. 
jefty  was  thereby  enabled  to  employ  have  already  difplayed  in  the  face  of 
the  enemy  a  courage,  difcipline,  and  fteadinefs,  worthy  of  tht  charaAer 
«f  Britjft  foldiers.  n*'-  • 

It  it  with  the  vtmoft  fatisfo^lion  we  have  obferved  the  rapid  improve* 
meiit  of  our  fituatton  and  profpef^s,  which,  under  the  bicfting  of  Provi. 
dence,  has  taken  place  in  the  fliort  interval  fince  the  laft  feHion  |  and  we 
cordially  congratolate  your  Majefty  on  the  continued  difplay  of  the  abili- 
ties and  valour  of  the  coounanders  and  troops  of  the  combined  Imperial 
annies,  4tt^  the  deliverance  of  Italy  by  the  refult  of  a  campaign  equal 
in  fpicMMT  and  foccefs  to  any  the  moft  brilliant  recorded  in  hiftory  i  and 
we  warmly  participate  with  your  Majefty  in  the  fatisfoftion  which  muft  be 
excited  ,ih  every  Britiih  heart  by  feeing  your  Beets  and  armies  fuccelsfully 
employed  to  the  afliftanee  of  your  allies,  to  the  fnppett  of  our  juft  caufe, 
dbd  -to  the  a4l%ncemcnt  of  the  moft  important  interefts  of  the  Britifli 

entire.     '•*-* 

•  Aneng  the  happy  efFeAs  of  thofe  exertions,  we  rejoice  to  obferve  the 
reftoradon  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples  to'the  dominion  of  its  lawful  So« 
vereigii,  «sd  the  renewal  of  your  Majcfty^s  former  conncftient  with  that 

H%  We 
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We  have  witnelTcdy  with  joy  and  exultation*  the  glorious  exploiu 
which  have  rendered  the  French  expedition  to  Ef  ypt  produAive  of  ircfli 
calamity  and  difgrace  to  our  enemies,  and  which  have  fruftrated  their  oitt^ 
mate  views  againft  our  Eaftem  Pofleiliont)  and  we  cannot  forbear  to  - 
exprefs  our  juft  fenfe  of  the  courage  of  the  Turkifh  forces,  and  our  warmeft 
admiration  of  the  fkili  and  heroifm  of  a  Brttifti  officer,  by  whofe  eilbrts» 
with  a  fmall  portion  of  your  Majefty^s  naval  force  under  his  command,  the 
defperate  attempt  of  the  enemy  was  defeated.  While  we  rejoice  in  the  ad- 
ditional fecurity  which  the  Britilh  rntereftf *  in  India  have  derHcd  from  the 
overthrow  of  that  reftlefs  and  perfidious  power,  who,  iniHgated  by  the  ar. 
tiHces,  and  deluded  by  the  pronuies^  of  the  French,  had  entered  into  their 
ambitious  and  deftru6Uve  projefls,  we  join  with  your  Majefty  in  affording 
^e  higheft  praife  to  the  vigilance,  decifion,  and  wifdom,  of  the  GoTemor 
General  in  Council,  and  to  the  tried  abilities  and  valour  of  the  comnundcrs^ 
officersi  and  troopst  employed  under  his  dircAion  on  this  great  and  im* 
portant  ocfafion. 

We  truft  that  there  is  every  reaJbn  to  expeft  that  the  ei^ which  your* 
Majefty  is  making  for  the  deliverance  of  the  United  Provinces  will  pravo 
fuccefsful,  and  will*  notwitbftanding  the  rcfiftance  which  the  enemy  has  beoi 
enabled  to  oppofe,  fpeedily  furmount  every  obftacle }  and  weipve  already 
abundant  reafon  to  rejoi«t*in  the  firft  fuccels  of  the  Biitidi  arflil^  •vhtch 
has  relcued  from  the  poifefiion  of  the4iemy  the  principal  pof#lt||  naval 
arfenal  of  the  Dutch  RepubUc*  and  has  opened  the  pleafing  profped  that 
the  fleet  wshich«  under  the  ufurped  domhiion  of  Francci  wasdeftined  to  co« 
operate  in  the  invafion  oflliefe  iflands,  may  fliortiy,  under  its  ancie&t 
ftandard,  partake  of  the  glory  of  reAoringdie  r^g^oo,  liberty,  an4inde. 
pendence,  of  thoie  Provinces^  fo  long  in  intimate  union  and  aUiance  with 
VMS  country* 

Rejoicing  with  your  Majefty  in  events  vrhieh  add  le  aiuch  hilire  to  iha 
Britiih  charaAcr>  we  cordially  join  in  the  fentiaKnta  fo  juftly  due  to  the  can-i 
du£l  of  yourMajefty's  good  and  foithful  ally  the  £mperor:ii£  Anflta*  t» 
li^iofc  magnanimity  and  wifdom,  direfting  to  fo  many  quarters  «f  Europe 
the  force  of  his  extenfive  and  powerful  empire,  we  are  in  a  great  degree  in« 
debted  for  the  fuccefs  of  our  own  effinta,  as  well  for  the  rapid  and  fovour* 
able  change  in  tlia  ^general  fitoation  of  affairs.  We  acknowJedgc  youc 
Majefty'sgoodnefs  in  haiing  direfted  copica  to  be  hud  bdb>e  us  of  tbo& 
engagements,  which  have  conToIidated  and  cemented  a  connexion  fo  ciHn 
ibnant  to  the  perraianeat  interefts  of  yoUr  Majefty^s  empire;-  aadfoiin* 
portant  at  the  prelent  moment  to  every  part  of  the  civilised  world. 

It  gives  us  pleafure  to  leam  that  the  ample  fiipplies»  whidb  #ere  gianted 
to  your  Majefty  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  feflion,  will  ft>  nearly  provide  ^r  the 
cc^ndts  of  the  public  fervice«  evta  on  the  extcnilTe  fcale  which  our  pre- 

fent 
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feat  operations  requirci  as  to  enable  your  Majefty  without  further  aid  tQ 
continue  thofe  exertions  to  the  clofe  of  the  prefent  year ;  and  we  will^ 
without  delay,  confider  of  providing  for  the  expence  which  will  be  ne* 
ceflary  for  the  early  part  of  the  ycary  the  proper  cftimatet  for  which  your 
Itfajefty  has  ordered  to  be  laid  before  us.^ 

We  beg  to  return  your  Majefty  our  iincere  thankt  for  haringy  in  pur« 
Inance  of  oor  recommendation,  judged  it  proper  to  communicate  to  your 
tw«  Houfes  of  Parliament  in  Ireland,  at  the  clofe  of  their  laft  feflion,  the 
lentiments  v«Mlh  we  had  exprefled  to  your  Majefty  refpc£^ing  an  incor- 
porating Union  with  that  Kingdom ;  we  continue  to  be  fatisfied  that  iig- 
nal  benefit  would  be  derived  to  both  countries  from  that  important  mea« 
fure;  and  we  truft  that  ttie  difpolition  of  year  rarliament  there  will  be 
found  to  correfpond  with  that  which  we  have  manifefted  for  the  accomplifli- 
Bicnt  of  a  work  which  woujd  tend  fo  much  to  add  to  the  fecurity  and  hap« 
pinefs  of  all  your  Majefty^s  Iri(h  fubje£lsj  and  to  coniblidats  the  ftrength 
and  prorper||](  of  the  empire. 

Mr.  Slf^nt^r  reported  to  the  Houfe,  that  the  Houfe  aV 
tended  bis  Majefly  with  their  Addrefs ;  to  which  hh  Majefty 
was  pleafed  to  give  the  following  moft  gracious  Aofwer : 

QtntUmnt^ 
I  retiMpfybu  ray  particular  thanks  for  this  dutiful  Addrefs. 
'  ^  "^VP^  ^^^  ^^^  htgheft  fatisfa^ion  your  congratulations  on  the  happy 
improvement  of  our  affairs,  which  I  (hall  ever  principally  afcribe,  under  the 
blefling  of  Providence,  to  the  wifdom,  petfcTerance,  and  fpirit  of  my  Par- 
liament, guiding  and  animating  the  effbits  pf  a  brave  and  lowd  people,  iq 
fupport  of  their  deareft  interefts. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

•  •  • 

FRIDAY^  SEPT.  27. 

The  hon.  Mr.  Scott  (fon  to  Lord  Eldon)  took  jthe  oaths 
aod  hijkA^. 

M^3|K/  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Connnitlee  oa  the 
ExpmhgXaws.     , 

MltlTlA, 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Dundas^  the  bill  to  ^able  his  Ma« 
Jefty  to  raife  recruits  from  the  Militia  regioients,  was  read 
^  fecondtkoe,  and  on  moviiiig  for  the  conv^iitment  of  it, 
«i  Mr.  ti^heils  rofe.^  He  faid  he  did  jiot  mean  to  objetft  to 
the  mearure,;  The  j)la£ing  a  force  at  the  difpofal  of  the  Ex* 
ecutiye  Government  o^et  his  appiohation»  and  he  would  not 
even  oppofe  a  continental  war« .  While  it  was  unavoidable 
to  i^ontinue  tl^fs  vippr^  it  muft  be  politic  and  prudent  to  make 

'      "  every 
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every  exertion  to  maintain  the  chara£ler  and  fecure  the  in-> 
lerefts  of  th6  country :  but  no  man  would  deny  that  con- 
tinned  war  muft  be  produdive  of  calamity.  The  fboner 
therefore  peace  was  redored,  the  better  for  the  country* 
There  were  but  two  means  by  which,  in  his  opinion^  the 
war  was  to  be  terminated.  By  the  good  fenfe  and  integrity 
of  his  Majeily's  Minifters.  He  trufted  Minifters  would  have 
the  int^rity  and  the  good  fenfe  to  terminate  the  war  the 
moment  the  impolicy  of  perfevering  in  it  becarge^ obvious  to 
them.  As  to  the  right  hon.  Secretary ,  who  brought  in  the 
prefent  bill,  he  never  had  fpoken  of  him  in  that  Houfe,  or 
out  of  it,  but  with  refped.  He  always  gave  him  credit  for 
too  much  good  fenfe  and  candour,  not  to  believe  that  he 
ivould  in  a  manly  manner  renounce  the  war  whenever  hQ 
fliould  be  brought  to  think  it  unwife  to  continue  to  carry  it 
on.  And  he  entertained  the  fame  fentiments  with  refpedt  to 
the  readinefs  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  dcfift 
^rom  purfuing  a  career  that  would  be  calamitousMtbe  coun- 
try. But  he  believed  there  were  others  on  the  bppofitefidc 
of  the  Houfe  who  cherifhed  quite  different  views.  A  right 
hon.  Secretary  (Windham,  had  on  more  occafions  than  one 
fpoken  of  the  beUum  mtemecinum^  while  the  Republif|tfi  form 
continued  to  be  the  Qbvernment  in  France.  He  vtr^K^nippy, 
however,  to  learn,  that  on  a  very  recent  occafipn  (^uding 
to  the  debate  of  lad  night)  even  that  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  chai^d  his  opinions  a  little,  and  continued  no  longer 
to  avow^ch  repugdMce  to  peace.  [Mr.  Nicholls  enter- 
ed into  an  account  of  converfations  which  he  had  had^ 
when  in  France  fome  time  in  1787,  with  the  Abbe  Reynal^ 
refpe£ling  the  internal  fituation  of  that  country,  but  the 
Speaker  lai^  this  was  not  regular,  and  called  the  hon.  Gen« 
tleman- to  order.] 

Mr.  AV^-AflZ/j  explained.  His  objed  was,  toftail'Ae  rea« 
fon  why  he  did  not  oppofe  the  bill,  but  to  fhew  imtiiat  the 
internal  fituation  of  France,  in  the  vfortt  times^  was  even 
fuch  as  ought  to  deter  the  powers  of  P^urope  from  attempting 
to  fubjugate  it  by  arms. 

The  Stcreiary  §t  fFar  obferved,  that  the  forms  of  tho» 
Houfe  rendered  his  fituation  delicate  in  rifing  ti^'fnake  any 
reply  io  the  hon.  Gentleman,  who  had  intrqducedr  into  hb 
fpjerech  things  fo  very  irregular,  that  one Vould  imagine  fuch 
obfervations  were  made  b^caufe  they  could  not  be  anfwered 
i/yithout  irregularity.  Men  would  at  different  times  entertain 
diflferent  fentiments  on  the  Cune  fubjed  i<  fibt  he  could  affiire 
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the  Houfei  his  fenriments  of  the  war  continued  unaltered.   It 

vras  very  poflible  that  the  fentiments  he  delivered  lall  night 

^v'cre  very  different  from  thofe  the  hon.  Gentleman  and  his 

friends  in  general  imputed  to  him.    This  inconfiftency  wa% 

however,  their  own.  His  fentiments  were  always  confident. 

Nfr.  Windham  (feeling  that  he  could  not  purfue  thisconver- 

fation  without  violating  the  forms  of  the  Houfe)  concluded 

by  obfervingi  that  if  he  could  have  gone  on  to  reply,  he 

mrould  he  able  to  Ihew,  that  the  fenfe  in   which  he  ufed 

htUum  iniemecinum  was  very  different  from  the  interpretatioa 

put  upon  it  by  the  hon.  Gentleman.     He  had  however  the 

terror  of  the  forms  of  the  Houfe  hanging  over  his  head,  and 

'would  therefore  only  add,  that  his  prefent  opinions  were  not 

oppofite  to  9ny  he  ever  entertained  or  avowed. 

•  Mr.  Nichotts  explained. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  committed  on  Monday  next. 

SUPPLY. 

On  thdiuttion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excbeqti€r,the  Houfe 
in  a  Committee  voted  a  Supply  to  his  Majefty. 
Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

J  SATURDAY,    SEPT.  28. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe  upon  the  expiring  Laws.  Several  refolutions  were 
agreed  to  for  continuing  certain  Adtt^f  Parliament  about 
to  expire. 

Mr.  Braggt  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
Supply.  The  refolution  that  a  fupply  (hould  be  granted  to 
his  Majefty,  was  read  a  firft  and  fecond  time,  and  agreed  to  ; 
and  it  was  moved  that  the  Houfe  (hould  refolve  into  a  Com* 
mittee  d^  ^  fame  on  Monday  next. 

Mrjffimace  moved  there  fhould  be  laid  before  the  Houfe 
l^imatesof  the  charges  of  the  ordinaries  and  extraordinaries 
of  the  Navy  for  the  months  of  January  and  February  i8oo. 
He  alfo  gave  notice  that  he  (hould  on  Monday  move  the  Vote 
for  the  Seamen  from  the  ift  month  of  the  yaav  i8go. 

Mr.  I^ng  moved  the  eftimate  of  the  charges  for  Guards 
andGarrifSns  from  25th  of  December,  1799,  to  24th  Fe* 
bruary,  1800.  He  alfo  moved  the  eftimates  of  charges  for 
Officers  of  Ordnance  from  the  fame  period,  and  that  an  Ad* 
drefs  ihould  be  prefented  to  his  Maje(ly,  praying  him  to  give 
dire^on  that  the  alK^vc  eilimatcs  might  be  laid  before  the 

Houfe. 
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Houfe.  He  next  moved  there  (hould  be  laid  before  the  Houfe 
an  slccount  of  Exchequer  Bills  iffued  in  confequence  of  the 
laft  Loan  for  Three  Millions. 

This  account  was  immediately  after  prefented  to  the 
Houfe  by  a  perfon  from  the  Exchequer  Office,  and  ordered 
to  be  laid  upon  the  table.     Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

MONDAY,   SEPT.   30. 

Colonel  Gafccyne  faid,  he  held  a  petition  of  a  nature  that 
called  for  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  in.  an  extraordinary  de* 
gree;  it  came  from  the  merchants  of  Liverpool  and  Lan- 
cafter,  who  dated  themfelves  to  be  under  circumftadces  of 
embarrallhient  on  account,  he  obferved,  of  the  late  very  great 
failures  at  Hamburgh.  In  the  Weft  India  iflands  he  (aid, 
the  merchants  had  been  under  the  neceflity  of  giviBg  much 
longer  credit  than  ufual,  and  the  debts  now  ifaiet'lD  them 
could  not  all  be  coUeded  in  with  that  difpatch  to  wtiich  they 
had  looked,  and  this  made  it  impoflible  for  them,  in  their 
turns,  to  fulfil  all  their  engagements  pundually  as  they  had 
been  accuftomed  tojk>.  Their  trade  was  alfo  very  vouch  en- 
larged Gnce  hoftilitms  had  commenced  between  Enmce  and 
America,  of  which  the  returns  were  not  made,  and  this  was 
another  fource  of  the  temporary  embaniaflment,  although  it 
would  produce  ultimate  profit  to  the  Petitioners. 

The  ebjed  of  thlt^petition  was  to  have  the  fanSion  of 
Parliament  to  a  fmall  temporary  Loan,  and  they  were  aware 
that  the  mere  fandion  of  the  Houfe  to  their  propofal  would 
in  a  great  meafure  So  away  the  evil  of  which  they  had  now 
to  complain. 

He  did  not  conceive  that  there  could  be  any  objeAion  to 
this  meafure,  after  he  had  ftated  the  circumftanctB  cf  the  Pe« 
titioners  ;  but  as  fome  might  think  it  ftrange  that  th)»  appli- 
cation fhould  come  from  Liverpool  and  Lancafter  rather  thaft 
any  other  place,  it  was  neceflary  that  he  fhould  ftate  that  the  * 
bufinefs  of  thefe  merchants  was  difT^frent  from  thofe  in  Lon- 
don, the  lattefbeing  merchants  for  the  Weft  India  PlanteiS't 
the  former  being  both  exporters  and  importers  of  goods  and 
manufadnres,  &c.  In  the  courfe*of  their  trade  theyliai 
given  bills  which  were  now  about  to  become  due,  ^nd  for 
the  difcharge  of  which  they  were  not  at  prefent  provided. 
The  fum  for  which  they  requefted  the  fan£lion  of  Parlia- 
ment to  a  plan  for  the  payment  of,  Mras  very  fmall  in-com- 

parifon 
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barifon  of  the  property  they  poiTelTed ;  it  being  only  about 
naif  a  million  for  Liverpool  and  Lancafter  together ;  where 
It  could  bt  proved,  from  the  Cuftom-houfe  books  and  other 
documents,  which  could  have  no  deception  in  them,  that 
there  was  property  to  the  amount  of  two  millions  and  a  half 
in  the  poflellion  of  the  merchants  of  Liverpool  only. 

The  queftion  now  before  the  Houfe  was  not  whether  the 
price  of  fugar  (hould  be  lowered,  but  whether  the  Weft 
India  Merchants  in  Liverpool  and  Lancafter  (hould  be  en- 
abled to  live  ^nd  carry  on  their  trade  through  this  temporary 
difficulty.  He  knew  that  fome  gentlemen  might  obferve  that 
Very  large  fortunes  had  been  made  by  fugar  merchants:  he 
Admitted  that  fome  handfoitie  fortunes  had  been  made  in 
that  trade ;  but  in  confidering  all  fubje£ls  of  this  kind  it 
Ihould  never  be  forgotten  that  a  la  ge  capital  embarked 
In  any  bufitiefs  ought  to  produce  large  returns  ;  and  fuch  he 
believed  to  have  been  the  cafe  in  the  fugar  trade.  He  thea 
obfervtifl'lhtt  the  trade  of  the  prefent  year  was  much  larger 
than  it  ftad  been  lad  year ;  but  that,  owing  to  circumftances 
Vrhich  could  not  cafily  have  been  forefeen,  the  Petitioners 
could  not  immediately  avail  themfelves  of  the  value  of  the 
proper^  fhey  had  in  hand.  It  might  be  faid  that  fugar,  like 
bthef1li|Vlb]e$^  might  be  left  to  find  itslevel  at  the  market; 
but  that,  he  was  confident,  would  not  anfwcr  the  purpofe^ 
as  this  ^as  a  temporary  prefTure  ;  and  nothing  but  the  fane* 
tion  iE>f  Parliament  to  a  plan  which  the  Petitioners  had  in 
▼lew,  would  anfwer  the  purpofe.  Their  objeft  v?as  to  ob- 
tain Jeave  to  iffue  Exchequer  Bills '  to  a  limited  amount  and 
a  limited  time.  He  therefore  now  moved  for  leave  to  bring 
tip  the  petition. 

The  Spealer  defired  the  Hon.  Member  to  ftate  the  prayer 
of  Ihe  Petition  k 

He  flkled  it  to  be,  that  the  I^etitioners  might  have  leave  to 
iflue  Efdiequer  Bills  to  a  limited  amount,  and  for  a  time  to 
|>e  limited  ;  or  that  they  might  have  fuch  other  relief  as  to 
the  Houfe  (hould  feeni  meet. 

The  Speaher  aflced,  if  the  propofition  ftate^  in  the  Petition, 
ftod  which  was  prayed  for,  was  fuch  as  ihight  eventually 
bring  a  charge  upon  the  public  ? 

Colonel  Xi(^c&]nt  faid,  there  vyas  no  chance  of  that,  for 
tlie  whole  refponfibility  Would  be  call  upon  the  tnerchanta' 
fhemfelves,  whofe  property  was  moft  abundantly  fuf&cienr^ 
^tiX  only  for  this,  but  tor  ten  times  the  amount. 

Tfae  Speaker  faid  that  if,  in  the  event  of*  the  Merchants 

Vol.  L  1799.  I  Petition^ 
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Petitioners  not  being  able  to  make  good  their  engagementi 
the  public  was  propofed  to  be  anfvverable,  this  Petition 
could  not  be  received  without  a  reeomniendation  from  tho 
Crown- 
Colonel  Gafcoyne  obfcrved,  that  after  the  fale  of  the  goods 
now  adually  in  the  hands  of  the  Petitioners,  the  furplus^ 
Rftcx  the  payment  of  all  theic  engagements,  would  be  im« 
xnenfe. 

The  Speaker  faid,  that  ftill,  if  in  any  event,  afi^r  the  fales, 
any  failure  fhould  happen,  and  that  in  the  eveol  of  fuch 
failure  it  was  propofed  the  public  (hould  become  refponfibleji 
it  was  abfolutcly  neceflary,  before  the  Petition  could  be  re- 
ceived, that  there  (hould  be  a  recommendation  from  the 
Crown. 

The  Chancellor  $/  the  Exchequer  faid,  it  was  certainly  net 
cefTary  in  point  of  form  in  this  cafe  that  there  ihould  be  4 
recommendation  from  the  Crown  ;  but  it  was  form  merely  i 
becaufe,  as  had  been  accurately  Rated  by  the  hon.vQ^ntle- 
inan  who  propofed  to  prefent  the  Petition,  there  coi4d'be  no 
jifk  to  the  public  by  aflfentiug  to  the  prayer  of  it,  fince  the 
goods  intended  to  be  pledged  as  a  fecurity  for  it  were  upwards 
of  four  times  the  amq^nt  in  value  of  the  money  to  h^^advanc- 
ed ;  in  addition  to  Wliich,  if  any  addition  were  ^j^ffi^Typ 
there  were  the  names  of  merchants  fo  refpe6^  able  oTt  hem - 
felves,  as  to  leave  vejy  little  doubt  upon  the  fecurity  ia 
this  cafe*  , 

He  did  not  enter  Into  any  particulars,  nor  deliver  anj 
binding  opinion  upon  the  fubje£l  now  before  the  Houfe  con- 
fidered  in  the  light  of  a  general  propofition,  but  on  the  firft 
view  of  fuch  a  thing  he  Ihould  be  very  averfe  to  giving  thQ 
credit  of  the  public  to  the  folvency  or  the  prudence  of  adven- 
turing individuals;  but  he  had  conGdered  the  cafe  a.gooc^ 
deal,  and.  he  thought  it  one-in  which  the  public  mifbt  inter- 
fere with  fafety  and  propriety  ;  and  the  Houfe  would  be  the, 
more  inclined  to  that  opinion,  as  the  cafe  of  the  Petitioners 
did  not  auTe  out  of  any  ra(h  fpeculations  of  their  own  ;  but 
they  had  laid  in  unufual  large  crops  in.  the  hope  of  felling 
much  upon  thi^  Continent,  but  which  profpeft  had  been  im- 
peded by  fudden  failures  on  one  part  of  it,  and  alfo  by  the 
prefent  pofture  of  political  affairs  in  another  part  of  the  Con- 
tinent, but  which  he  hoped  would  foon  turn  out  favourably 
to  this  country.  Under  thefe  circumdances  he  fhould  hopq 
this  Petition  wouM  be  received. 

.  Mr.  BuJifton  faid,  t^at  this  matter  w#»  of  rather  a  novtt 

tfatufc. 
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nature.  He  confeflTed,  that  after  ^uch  a  price  as  fugars  had 
borne,  and  for  fo  long  a  time,  he  ould  hardly  expttdl  that 
fuch  an  application  as  this"  fhouid  be  made  for  the  reliet  of 
fugar  dealers.  Speculations  of  this  kind  in  general  fiiotild 
be  left  to  find  their  own  level,  and  therefore  if  he  gave  way 
to  this  particular  cafe  on  account  of  the  fpecial  circumftances 
of  it,  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  quoted  as  a  precedent.  Mer- 
chants were  not  to  expetl  ihcfe  aids  as  of  courfc.  any  more 
than  any  other  clafs  ot  men  ;  he  faid  this  the  rather  becauf^ 
it  ^as  ob#rvable  the  landed  intereft  of  this  country  never 
h^d  ai>y  fuch  alTiitance.  He  hoped  that  if  this  favour  was  to' 
be  granted  to  the  merchants,  it  w^s  not  to  become  a  common 
praSice. 

The  Speaker  aflccd,  if  tiiere  was  any  recommendation  front 
the  Crown  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  E.^chfquer  anfwered  -i-n  the  affirmative. 
The  Petition  was  then  brought  up,  read,  and  referred  to 
%  Sele£lCSt>mmittee. 

Mr/Aldennan  Lu/hington  faid,  he  had  a  penitioti  grounded 
upon  (iinilar  circumftances.  It  was  a  petition  on  the  part 
of  the  planters  and  merchants  of  Grenada  and  St.  Vincents. 
They  were. under  the  necelTity  of  coming  to  the  Houfe  for 
i:elief^  "TPhe  pre  (Hire  on  th^m  at  pre  lent  was  fuch  as  they 
could  Adt  fijpport.  This  arofe  from  a  celfation  of  the  fale  of 
thofe  articles  of  Weft  liida  produce,  from  which  they  deriv- 
ed their  livelihood.  This,  he  obfcrved,  although  at  prefent 
an  inconvenience,  arofe  from  a  caufe  nrhich  wc  ought  not  to 
regard  with  regret,  for  it  arofe  chiefly  trom  the  prefTiire 
wliich  was  made  upon  the  frontier  of  the  enemy  ;  ai^dalfci 
from  the  prefent  (fate  of  Holland,  a  trade  with  which  he 
hoped  would  foon.be  opened.  Up^m  thi  fe  gn  iJi'ds  the  Pe- 
titioners hoped  the  Houfe  would  :.ke  u^on  iiftli  the  confi- 
deratiopfj^  their  cafe,  and  afford  them  relief.  The  Petition 
fiatcd  iMmkames  of  the  Petitioners,  axsd  th^n  ftated  i};ji  ie- 
veral  i-nftdlments  of  a  loan  were  due  from  thems  which  at 
frefentthey  are  0031)16  to  pay  ^  and  praying  that  they  may 
tiave  further  time  tor  that  purpofe,  and  have  fuch  relief  as 
tpthe  Houfe  fhouid  feem  meet." 

'  The  Sfeaitr  sliced  if  there  was  any  recommendation  from 
the  Crowd?  being  anfwered  in  ihe  affirmative,  iht-  que  (lion 
^ds  put,  and  the  Petition  was  brought  up,  and  ordered  <o  be 
laid  upon  the  Table. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  owing  to  ytry 

unfavourable  circunsftances  with  regard  to^iie  iurvdit,  11  u'.as^ 

'       '*•  I  %  thought 
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thought  advtreable  for  the  prefent  to  (lop  diftUIeries  in  Scot* 
land.  He  therefore  moved,  that  leave  begi^en  to  bring  ir) 
a  bill  to  prohibit,  for  a  time  to  \^  limited,  the  making  of 
Low  Wines,  Spirits,  &c.  in  Scotland.     Granted. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  moved  that  leajve  be 
given  to  bring  In  a  bill  to  enable  the  Lords  Commiflioners  of 
bis  Majefty*s  Treafnry  to  iffiie  Exchequer  Bills  to  a  limited 
amount  on  the  credit  on  the  duties  on  goods  imported  aiidex* 
ported,  &c.     Granted.  v 

Mr.  Secretary  DunJas  moved  the  order  of  the  (|fty,  which 
was  to  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  the  bill 
for  enabling  his  Majefty  to  accept  of  the  fervices  of  an  ad- 
ditional number  of  the  Militia  as  may  voluntarily  offer  tq 
ferve,  under  certain  reftri<9ions,  &c. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read, 

Mr.  Secretary  DunJas  moved,  That  t)ie  Speaker  dp  noW 
}eave  the  Chair. 

Mr  yQfifs  faid,  he  was  not  an  enemy  to  the  bill  ti<m  before 
the  Houfe;  if  he  was,  he  fhould  have  faid  fo  at  the  time  a 
motion  was  made  for  leaye  to  bring  it  in.  He  did  not  wifti, 
for  any  delay  in  this  bufinefs;  if  he  did,  he  ihould  hav^ 
avowed  it,  and  not  have  Qirunk  from  the  ftatement  of  it. 
He  thought  Minllter^cntitled  to  praifc  for  planninftlbe  cap- 
ture of  the  Dutch  fleet ;  he  wilbtd  as  mtich  a$  any  man'coulcl 
wi^  for  the  deliverance  of  Holland.  He  thanked  every 
oflicer  (::nv  :n,  and  foldier  concerned  in  the  expedition  ; 
thiy  haJ  done  all  that  tjunun  beings  could  do,  but  they  could 
not  furm^unt  impoflibilifie.*  ;  and  wiihout  a  co-operation  of 
the  Dutch  people,  he  was  afraid  that  our  troops,  brave  as 
thty  wrre,  iTiuit  be  facrificed.  •  :e  wiflied  tor  the  deliverance 
pr  the  Dutch  peoplr,  but  without  efforts  on  their  part,  wq 
could  ncv<:j  accomplish  that  ohjew^i.  He  wiflied  not  only  the 
delivcnucc  ot  Holland,  but  oi  every  country  and  territory 
th^t  was  auw  groaning  under  the  galling,  dcgradixi^',  odious, 
infamous  yoke  of  the  French  Rt'publi^.  He  wiflied  all  peo- 
pl'.  free  from  the  deteftable  (lavcry  of  France;  Francc> 
>Mj0<>fe  name  was  only  to  be  written  in  blood.  He  did  not 
wilh^to  fpeak  unworthily  of  our  enemies,  but  France  had 
been  a  prey  to  fuccellive  and  ruccefsful  tyrants,  and  had  now 
her  di<5laior  Sjeyes,  But  to  return,  he  thought  tVat  this  bill 
might  be  a  meafure  of  neceffity,  and  ihcrcfcre  although  hq 
^amrnted  that  neceffity  he  could  not  oppofe  it. 

Doiiqr  Lawrence  faid  that  the  B.ll  appeared  to  him  in  its 
ptefent  foroi  boftile  to  a  principle  whig^  he  looked  upon  as 

•  "  (acred  ^ 
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facred;  but  as  it  might  be  altered  in  the  Commiftee  fo  as  to 
do  away  the  objeSion  he  had  to  it,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
had  been  done  in  another  bill,  although  the  objc«  ion  was  air 
objection  upon  the  principle,  for  an  amendment  might  be  of 
a  kind  fo  material  as  to  alter  even  the  principle;  as  thtfc 
points,  be  faid,  might  be  thus  fettled,  he  ih'ould  not  oppofe 
the  motion  for  going  into  a  Committee  on  the  b.l!,  bin  hd 
ihould  oppofe  the  whole  of  ic  on  the  third  reading  if  it  ap- 
peared then,  as  it  did  now,  to  him,  to  intrench  upon  a  facreJ 
principle  which  he  thought  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Houfe  to 
Rapport. 

Mr.  Addlngton  faid  that  we  obtained  the  Dutch  fleet  under 
the  moft  folemn  engagement  to  protedl  and  preferve  it  for  its 
lawful  Sovereign ;  and  we  embarked  in  this  expedition  un- 
der the  cofifident,  and,  he  trufted,  a  well  founded  hope,  that 
the  people  pi  Holland  might  be  brought  to  the  ftandard  of 
loyalty,  to  its  legitimate  Prince;  an  end  not  yet  accomplifh- 
ed,  but  towards  the  attainment  of  which  the  prefent  was  oner 
of  ih^  meafures  which  were  thought  advi fable*  Wc  toci  the 
fleet  for  the  legitimate  Prince  and  Sovereign  of  Hi>lland  ;  w^ 
promifed  our  exertions  to  reftore  to  him  the  Provinces ;  amf 
ihould  we  now  flop  ftiort  upon  the  capture  of  the  Dutch 
fleet  r  Hi^  fhould  be  forry  to  apply  to  Admi nitration  any  un-> 
juftiftil^  epithet,  but  he  could  not  help  faying  the  flopping 
fuddcnty  fliort  after  the  capture  of  the  Dutch  fleet  would  be 
Z  fpecies  of  political  fwind'.ing  of  which  he  thought  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Minifiers  incapable ,  and  would  be  a  condu<^  that 
would  be  highly  injurious  to  the  honotir.  of  this  country. 

Mr.  Jones  faid  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  his  Majclly's  Mi- 
niders  would  take  care  not  to  a£t  improperly  by  the  Stadt- 
|iolder, 

Mr.  Tltrney  thought  the  language  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  fpoke  lalt  but  one  rather  alarming.  If  we  were  at  all 
events  to  perfift  in  the  reftoraiion  of  Holland  to  its  lawiuf 
SovereigO)  and  are  to  be  called  fwindlersif  we  do  not,  our 
cafe  is  a  very  hard  one.  For  his  part  he  was  fatisfied  vvirh 
the  capture  of  the  Dutch  fleet,  but  the  hon.  Gentleman  made 
much  more  of  it,  and  feemcd  to  infifl  on  our  going 4>rr^br 
ihe  caprur^of  Holland  at  all  events.  He  (hould  wifh  to  tm- 
^erftand  thij'terms  under  which  we  have  taken  that  fleet.  Wat 
h  a  condirion  in  the  furrender  of  that  fleet,  that  we  were  at 
all  events  to  purfue  the  attempt  of  reftoring  the  former  go- 
vernment of  Holland  ? 

11)e  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  if  there  had  been 

^  ^  anjr 
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any  fecret  attending  the  furrender  of  the  Dutch  fleet,  upon 
any  (Ute  reafons,  it  miifl  be  obvious  that  in  that  Houfe  there 
could  be  no  anfwer  given  to  the  qucftion  juft  put  by  the  hon. 
Gcotleinan;  but  the  truth  of  the  matter  vvas,  that  no  agree- 
ment of  any  fuch  fort  was  entered  into  between  thofe  who, 
QD  the  part  of  this  country,  captured  that  flcct,  and  thofe  by 
'^hom  it  was  furrtndercd  ;  we  were  under  no  fuch  engage- 
ment as  the  hon.  Gentleman  alluded  to;  neither  did  his  hon. 
Friend,  he  was  confident,  mean  to  fay,  that  we  were  at  alL 
events  and  hazards  to  procure  the  emancipation  of  all  Hol- 
land trom  the  French  yoke,  and  to  reHore  its  legitimate  go- 
vernment ;  his  hon.  Friend  had  no  fuch  meaning,  nor  could 
his  words  tiiftity  any  fuch  inference;  he  had,  indeed,  ex- 
prcifda  ftntiment  which  every  Member  in  the  i^ufe,  he 
triifted,  would  approve  of;  which,  in  fubllance,  Was  this^ 
that  if  we  took  the  Dutch  fleet  under  the  promife  to  reflore 
it  to  its  legitimate  Sovereign,  and  the  fleet  being  at  our  dlf- 
pofal,  and  we  afterwards  ufed  no  endeavours  whatever  to 
reftore  the  lawful  government  of  Holland,  but  fliould  fud- 
denly  ft^op  after  we  had  gained  our  own  ends,  wc  might  be 
accufed  of  political  fwinidling;  but  how  did  this  apply?  If 
it  applied  to  our  being  bound  at  all  events  to  purfite  the  plan 
of  the  reftoration  of -the  government  of  HolIand|  fic^wever 
diflicult,  impradicable  or  imprudent  the  atiempt ;  that  we 
ihoold  run  riOcs  and  hazards  too  in  trying  to  ac^amplKh  it, 
then  indeed  the  obfervation  of  the  hon.  Qentleman  would 
have  been  jufl,  but  tJbr  fentiment  of  his  was  no  more  than 
that,  he  trufled,  of  the  Houfe  at  large ;  it  was  only  that  we 
were  bound  in  point  of  honour  and  confcience  to  ufe  fuch 
endeavours  to  reftore  that  country  to  its  lawful  government 
as  are  agreeable  to  the  rules  of  war  and  the  principles  of  prn- 
dence;  and  now  that  he  was  upon  the  fubjcvtl,  he  would  juft 
add,  that  he  thought  that  could  not  be  obtained  without  the 
co-operation  of  the  people  of  Holland  ,  and  to  add  further, 
that  not  only  many  things  had  pafled  to  (hew  that  expcda- 
tion  to  be  well  founded  in  its  firlt  formation,  but  that  up  to 
the  prefent  moment  that  expefiaiion  has  been  ftrongly  con- 
firmed ,  and  alfo^that  we  have  accounts  fince  the  fubjeavva^ 
lad  difcuiTed  in  that  Houfe  of  the  operations  of  the  army  as 
well  as  the  operations  of  our  fleet,  which  went  ftrongly  IQ 
confirm  that  opinion  and  that  expectation.  In  a  very  (hor^ 
time  after  the  approach  of  our  arms,  the  inhabitants  of  one 
of  the. towns  in  Holland  received  our  men  with  joy  as  their 
deliverers,    tie  hoped  this  fentiment  would  foon  be  generally 

exprcflcd| 
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prcflcd^  and  he  agreed  with  his  hon.  Friend  in  wiftiing  wc 
might  fucceed  in  reftoiing  that  country  to  its  lawful  govLrn- 
ment,  nor  had  the  hon.  Gentleman  any  reafon  to  doubt  what 
yrzs  the  import  of  the  words  which  Teemed  to  have  alarmed 
him.' 

The  Speaker  then  left  the  chair. 

The  Houfe  went  into  a  Committee  upon  the  bill,  and  after 
feveral  amendments  had  been  propofcd  and  received,  the  re- 
port was  ordered  to  be  brought  up  the  next  day. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  Houfe 
then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  Supply,   in  which 

Mr.  fVaJUce  moved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
rotttee,  that  120,000  feamen  be  voted  for  the  fervice  of  two 
months,  beginning  the  lilof  January,   1800. 

Alfo,  that  444,ocol.  be  granted  for  the  wages  of  the  faid 
number  of  (eamen,  for  two  lunar  months. 

Alfo,  456,0001.  be  granted  for  their  vi.'tualling;  72o,oool« 
for  wear  and  tear ;  and  6o,oool.  for  ordnance  flores  during 
the  fame  period  of  two  lunar  months. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  moved,  that  there  be 
ifllied  Three  Millions  of  Exchequer  Bills,  to  make  good 
a  like  fum  granted  lad  feflion,  and  fecured  upon  the  (irft  aids 
to  be  granted  on  the  opening  of  the  prefent  feflion.  Agreed  to« 

Thefe  refolutions  were  agreed  to,  and  the  report  ordered 
to  be  received  the  next  day.     Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TUESDAY,  OCTOBER   1. 

Mr.  Secretary  at  War  brought  up  the  Army  Eftimktes  Ex* 
fraordinary  for  two  months,  beginning  January  i,  iSoo, 
which  he  (hould  move  in  the  Committee  of  Supply  the  next 
day,  together  with  the  ordinary  Eftimates  which  had  alread]( 
been  prefented. 

Colonel  Gafcoyne  brought  up  the  Report  of  ^he  Seleft 
Committee  refpeAing  the  Petition  of  the  Liverpool  and  Lan* 
cafter  Merchants  connefted  with  the  Weft  India  Trade.  It 
appeared  from  the  evidence  of  the  witnefles  examined  before 
the  Commitliee,  among  whom  were  MelTrs.  Richards  and 
9tout,  that  the  faid  Petitioners  from  Liverpool  were  poflefled 
of  an  immenfe  property,  amounting  to  more  than  three  times 
itit  fum  they  folicited  to  be  accommodated  with  ;  that  tliQ 
foreign  tnarket^Vere  fo  overftocked,  that  a  variety  of  failure^ 
|ukI  t^keo  place  at  Hamburgh,  which  had  produced  nearl/ 
•      "  fiimlar 
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TimihT  failures  in  the  ciry  of  London ;  thai  the  pui^chafer^ 

for  exportation  had  deferted  the  nuirkct  altogether,  Und  that 

the  purchafers  even  for  home  Confumption  had  refufed  W 

Gotne  forvi  ard  in  a  manner  altogether  iinprei:eden(edJ.     In  a  j 

word,  thofe  who  were  heft  inclined  tofibll  at  any  price  couldF 

imd  no  market,  and  the  Liverpool  merchants  had  already  con- 

fented,  and  really  fold  at  a  reduced  price  of  50I.  per  cent^ 

The  whiole  of  this  evidence  was  corroborated  in  the  moft  fa-^ 

tisfa&ory  manner. 

Colonel  Ga/coyne  then  moved,  that  theiReport  of  the  §ele^ 
Committee  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe* 
Ordered. 

Mr.  Alderman  £K^/»^/ff«  moved,  that  the  Afl  of  the35tH 
and  38th  of  his  Majefty  be  read,  which  being  read'accord-  " 

ingly,  he  moved  for  leave  to  hring  in  a  bill  to  alloW  a  fur* 
tber  time  for  the  payment  of  infialments  now  due  oii  a  loaii 
by  the  Merchants  of  St.  Vincents  and  of  Grenada.  Leave 
given. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved,  that  the  3l^h^ 
&c.  of  the  King  be  read,  which  being  read  accordingly,  he  J 

moved,  that  the  Houfe  do,  the  next  day,  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  Committee,  to  confider  the  faid  Aas,  as  far  as  tttfY  regard 
certain  appropriation  duties.     Ordered.  ^» 

Mr.  Bragge  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
Supply,  and  a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  ordered 
to  fit  the  next  day,  to  make  good  the  fame.  * 

The  Report  of  the  new  Militia  Reduction  Bill  was  brought 
up,  and  the  Amendments  agreed  to. 

.  Mr.  .Secretary  Dundas  brought'  forward  fome  claufes'to 
'prevent  Armourers  and  Muficiams  from  taking  out  a  dif^* 
charge  without  the  permillion  of  their  Colonels. 
.  Alter  a  few  obfervations  from  Colonel  Strutt  and  Mr« 
Howard,  the  claufes  were  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to 
ke  read  a^  third  time  the  next  day. 

•      ^ J 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS.  •  ^ 

VfEDNESDAY,   OCTOBER,    2. 

As  foon  as  prayers  were  over, 

Mr.  Owen,  from  the  India  Houfe,  prefentod  a  copy  ofi( 
letter  from  the  right  hon.  the  Governor  in  Council  to  tbil  A 

*$ecret  Committee,  dated  Fort  St.  George,  April  x8,  i799i  \ 

Pjreeable  to  an  order  of  the  Houfe. 

i.oa9 
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LORD  MORNINGTON9    AND   OFFICERS,   &C.  OF    THE 

INDIAN    ARMf. 

Lord  Gnnvilk  rofe,  in  confequence  of  the  itotiqp  which 
Hjb  had  given  on  a  former  day,  of  his  intention  to  piove  the 
thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  a  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Oo- 
irjeroinent  in  India,  and  to  the  gallant  Officers  who  had,  hf 
their  unexampled  bravery  and  fkill,  e^edually  ac!)i^ed  one 
of  the  moft  brilliant  and  important  fervices  thaf  had  been 
rendered  to  their  country  during  the  progrefs  of  the  preient 
very  arduous,  critical  and  extraordinary  war,  by  the  capture 
pf  the  capital  of  the  mod  powerful  and  reftlefs  f6e  to  the 
Britifli  intercfts  in  India,  and  by  the  annihilation  of  the 
^xant  hinfelf,  who  had  reforted  to  the  bafeft  perfidy  to  un- 
dermine our  exigence  in  the  Eaft,  and  had  manifefted  4he 
moft  unparalleled  cruelty  whenever  the  chance  of  war  placed 
any  of  his  Majefty's  fubje&s,  whether  officers  or  privates^ 
within  his  power.     A  fervice  of  fuch  magnitude,  all  its  cir- 
cumftances  confidered,  was  ineftimable,  and  weU  entitled 
thofe  to  whofe  valour  and  ikill  it  was  to  be  afcribed  to  the 
grateful  Jthanks  of  their  ^ountry,  and  of  that  Houfc :  but  in 
proportion  to  its  importance,  it  was  due  to  the  honour  and 
charaQ/tf  of  the  wife  and  brave  men,  who  had  fo  well 
merited  the  praife  and  gratitude  of  every  £ngli(bman,  that 
every  part  of  the  tranfa^ion  ihould  be  fully  known  and  un- 
fkrftood,  and  as  the  prints  of  the  papers  formerly  moved  for, 
had  been  only  that  day  Uid  on  the  table,  ai^d  he  had  fince 
found  it  neceflary  to  move  for  4n  additional  paper,  which^ 
though  it  had  been  prefented,  was  not  yet  printed,  he  hoped 
theirXord(bips  would  agree  with  him,  that  it  would  be  right 
to  poftpone  the  motion  of  thanks  for  the  prefent,  and  make 
it  on  a  future  day,  when  every  noble  Loid  (hould  have  had 
full  opportunity  of  making  higifelf  completely  mafter  of  the 
fubjefi.     He  would  therefore  give  notice  that  he  meant  on 
Friday  next  to  move  the  vote  of  ihanks,  and  he  accordingly 
|Dovq4  that  the  Lords  be  fummoned  for  that  day.     Ordered. 

THANKS   TO    GENERAL  ABERCROMBY. 

Lent  Gnnvilli  rofe  again  and  faid,  that  with  regard  to  the 
other  matters,  with  refpe^^  to  which  he  had  given  notice  ot 
bb  intention  of  moving  the  thanks  of  the  Houfei  the  fame 
grounds  of  podponement  did  not  apply,  and  therefore  \\t, 
would  fubmit  to  the  Houfe  his  reafons  for  thinking  Lieute- 
punt  General  Sir  Ralpb  Abercromby,  well  ei^titUd  tq  tl^e 

Vol.  I.  1799.  K  Rioft 


lublic  fecured  and  taken  poffefnon  of  ^  by  which  event  his 
jefty*s  fleet  was  afforded  the  means  Q^efcuing  from  the 
~  nTnc  ~ 
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moft  honourably  teftimony  of  applaufe  which  that  Hotife 
could  bedow  on  a  Britifh  lubjed);  'That  gallant  officer  ha4 
"been  entrufle(}  with  the  command  of  9  mofl  important  expe- 
dition, the  dellination  of  which  had  been  fo  well  covered  by 
fecrecy,  that  the  enemy  were  didraded  as  to  its  objefi,  and 
Icnew  not  which  part  of  the  coafls  in  their  poiTeflion  to  pre- 
pare for  defence,  till  tcrnpeftuous  weather  accidentally  made 
known  to  them  the  point  where  a  landingwould  be  attempted, 
and  thus  enabled  them  to  colle£l  a  force  fufliciently  large  to 
repel  our  invalion,  Notwiihftanding  this  adverfe  circum- 
flance,  by  the  bravery,  flvili,  and  judgment  of  Sir  Ralph 
Abercromby,  and  the  maichlefs  fpirit  of  the  fmall  body  of 
troops  under  his  command,  every  difficulty  was  furmountcd, 
a  landing  efTeded  in  the  face  of  the  enemy ;  that  enemy 
more  powerful  in  force,  numbers,  and  artillery,  fuccefsfull^ 
repelled,  and  (he  principal  fort  and  arfcnal  of  the  Dutch  Re- 

^^- 

Maj( 

power  of  the  French  the  naval  force  in^e  Texel,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Holland  were  enabled  to  evince 
their  attachment  to  the  original  and  ancient  government  of 
their  country,  and  fhake  oflF  the  odious  and  gallinc  yoke  of 
French  tyranny.  Among  all  the  various  vicHories  anaflorious 
incidents  that  had  attended  the  Britifh  arms  during^ the  progref^ 
of  the  prefent  war,  his  Lord  (hip  faid,  he  knew  not  one  more 
honouraWe  to  the  commanders,  officers,  and  men,  than  this 
great  a  noimportant  adventure,  and  thefuccefs  that  had  attended 
it  in  every  point  of  view :  it  was  eminently  ferviceable  to  Great 
Britain  ;  eminently  ferviceable  to  the  common  caufe  of  our 
allies:  to  the  latter  every  means  of  diminifhing  theinordil 
nate  power  of  tfoe  French  Republic  wasefTential ;  but  to  this 
country  it  was  flill  more  cffcniial,  to  rcfcue  from  her  gripe 
the  ufurpcd  territories  of  our  ancient  fripnd  and  ally,  and  to 
render  the  coafts  direftly  oppofite  to  our  fhores  no  longer 
fub  efl  to  the  dangerous  ufe  that  an  inveterate  foe  might 
make  of  them  againfl  the  Britifh  interefls.  His  Lordfhip 
concluded  with  movirfg  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  **  to  Lieu* 
'tenant-CJcnera!  Sir  RMph  Abercromby,  Knight  of  the  moft 
Honourable  Order  of  the  Bath,  for  the  didinguHhed  gallan* 
try  and  ability  with  whith  he  efFcdcd  his  landing  on  thi 
putch  coaft,  and  eftablifhed  his  pofitton  in  the  face  of  « 
powerful  enemy,  and  by  fecuring  the  command  of  the  prin- 
ciple fort  and  naval  affenal  of  the  Dutoh  RepubliC|  afforded 

<^'  ' '    >  .  •      to 
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to  his  Majefty's  fleet  the  means  of  reCcuing  frOm.  the  power 
of  the  French  the  naval  force  in  the  1  exel." — Refolved 
neminr  dtffintUnti. 

His  Lordfliip  next  moved  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  Lieu* 
tenant-General  Sir  James  Pultcncy,  Bart.  Major  Generals 
Francis  D'Oyley,  Eyre  Cooie,  Harry  Burrard,  and  John 
Moorej  and  the  feveral  Officers  of  the  army  under  the  com« 
mand  of « Lieutenant-General  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby,  for 
their  late  gallant  condud,  &c.  &c.  Refolved  nemne  dijjin" 
iUttte. 

His  Lordfliip  afterwards  moved  a  refulution»  that  the 
Houfe  did  highly  approve  of,  and  acknowledge  the  fervices 
of  the  non-commiflioned  officers  and  private  foldiers  of  the 
army  ferving  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Sir 
Ralph  Abercromby,  at  the  attack  tsf  the  Helder,  on  the  coaft 
%f  Holland,  &c.  &c.     Refolved  nemine  dtffentiente. 

Refolved,  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  communicate  the  faid 
xefoiutions  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  Field  Marital  the  Duke  cf 
York,  Captain  General  of  bis  Majefty's  forces,  and  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  the  allied  army  in  Holland ;  and  that  bi;5 
Royal  Highnefs  be  requefted  by  the  Lord  CHancelLor  to  . 
fignify  the  fame  to  the  General  and  other  Officers  referxbd 
to  therein* 

ITHANKS    TO  ADMIRAL   MITCHEIL. 

Earl  Spineer  (aid,  that  what  had  fallen  from  his  noble 
Friend  made  it  lefs  neceffary  for  him  to  occupy  much  of  the 
time  of  their  Lordfhips.  He  rofe  for  the  purpofe  of  moving 
the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  Vice-Admiral  Mitchell,  for  hiis 
diftingutfhed  fervices  in  the  expedition  to  Holland.  His 
Lordihip  fpoke  of  thofe  fervices  in  terms  of  the  warmeft 
praife.  He  faid  a  tempefluous  feafon  had  arifen  at  an  un- 
ufual  part  of  the  year»  which  rendered  the  keeping  togcthct" 
fo  numerous  a  fleet  of  tranfports,  and  condii£ling  them  in 
lafety  to  the  objed  of  their  deftination,  a  very  arduous  tafk, 
and  ftich  as  required  the  utmoft  exertion  of  (kill  and  judg«> 
ment,  bat  that  Vice* Admiral  Mitchell,  by  his  unwearied 
vigilance,  attention,  and  good  management,  had  contrived 
to  furmoimt  every  danger,  to  land  the  troops  deflincd  for  the 
fervice,  toafbrd  them  great  aid  and  afliftancc,  and  effevS^ually 
1(0  co-operate  with  the  land-forces,  fo  as  to  contribute  effen* 
lially  to  the  fucCefles  that  had  attended  his  Majefty's  arms,  in 
the  capture  of  the  Helder,  and  in  the  conrfe  of  the  expedition 
to  Holland.  Exclufi  ve  of  this  diftinguifhcd  proof  of  uncotn* 
|Doo  zeal  and  equal  judgment,  ^'ice*Admiral  Mitchell,  his 
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Lordfliip  faidj  had  performed  a  ftill  tndre  valuable  fervice  to 
bis  country ;  a  fervice  of  the  firft  irtiportance  and  magnU 
tude.  Unawed  by  the  known  difficulty  and  danger  of  the^ 
tiavieation  of  the  Texel  and  the  Zuyder  Zee,  the  Vice-Ad- 
SDirsd  had  flcilfuUy  conduced  his  Beet  through  thofe  feas,  and 
to  the  aftonifhment  of  the  Dutch  Admirals,  had  placed  them 
in  fuch  a  pofition  near  to  .the  Dutch  fquadron,  that  it  em* 
boldened  the  Dutch  feamen  to  declare  for  the  ancient  efta* 
blifliment,  and  in  confequence  obliged  the  Corantanders  to 
deliver  up  the  Mfhole  fquadron  to  the  Britifh  force,  and  fur- 
render  prifoners  of  war.  Whereas  if  an  ^dion  h^d  taken 
place,  or  been  nece(rary,«inuch  blood  mud  have  been  fpilt, 
but  by  the  good  conduA  of  Vice-Admiral  Mitchell  fuch  a 
calamity  had  been  avoided.  His  Lordfhip  dilated  on  this 
ineftimable  piece  of  fervice,  and  concluded  with  moving  the 
thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  Vke- Admiral  Mitchell,  for  the  di|L 
tinguifiied  (kill  and  perfeverance  with  which,  in  fpite  of 
great  and  unforefeen  difficulties,  he  kept  colleded,  and  con* 
duded  to  the  coaft  of  Holland  the  numerous  fleet  under  his 
command;  for  the  zeal  and  readinefs  with  which  he  co- 
operated with  the  land  forces  in  their  defcent  on  the  coaft  of 
Holland,  and  for  the  promptttude  and  ability  by  which  he 
refcued  the  naval  force  of  the  Dutch  Republic  fromthe  power 
of  the  French*  Refolvcd  tiemine  dijfentiente, 
'  The  Earl  next  moved  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  the  (eve* 
ral  Captains  and  Officers, of  the  fleet  under  Vice- Admiral 
Mitchell)  for  their  able  fupport  and  co-operation  with  the 
land  forces^  &c.  &c.     Re(olved  mmine  diffentiinte. 

And  afterwards  moved,  that  the  Houfe  highly  approved 
and  acknowledged  the  fervice  of  the  feamen  and  marines  on 
board  the  (hips  under  the  command  of  Vice-Admual 
MitcheOy  &c«  Ice.     Refolved  nemine  dijfentiente, 

SIR    SIDNEY   SMITH. 

Earl  Spencer  rofe  again  to  call  their  Lord(hips'  thanks  to 
an  officer  of  the  navy  for  mod  diftinguifhed,  and  no  lefs  ufe- 
ful  fervices  in  a  diftant  quarter  of  the  globe.  He  had  no 
doubt  but  that  their  Lord(hips  already  anticipated  the  pur- 
pofe'to  which  he  alluded,  and  felt  that  it  muft  be  Captain 
Sir  William  Sidney  Smith,  to  whofe  briltiaUft  Exploits  In 
Syria  he  meant  to  do  juftice.  Such  certainly  was  his  int^iH 
*  tion,  and  he  fcarcely  was  mafler  of  words  fufficiently  ftrong 
to  convry  the  full  force  of  his  feelings  on  the  very  intcrefting 
fnbjefl  to  which  he  wifhed  to  call  their  Lord(hips'  attention. 
The  Value  and  importance  of  every  inftance  of  fuccefs  ought 
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to  be  judged  by  the  proportion  of  the  means  with  which  the 
vtdor  is  turni(hed  to  enable  him  to  atchieve  it,  and  Airciy 
^Mrhen  the  fmall  fquadron  that  Sir  Sidney  Smith  had  under  hia 
command,  and  the  limited  force  he  was  enabled  to  bring  into 
the  field,  were  compared  with  the  numerous  and  powerful 
army  of  the  enemy,  headed  by  a  leader  who  had  long  ac- 
cuftomed  them  to  unvarying  triumph  and  inceflant  vidory^ 
and  the  event  of  a  fiege  of  two  months  of  a  town  ill  for*- 
tiiied,  and  occupied  by  a  garrifon  linle  ufed  to  the  moft 
ordinary  means  of  refinance  and  defence,   wa$  confidered, 
nothing  could  more  forcibly  excite  general  admiration  and 
aftoni&ment.     After  an  almoft  inceflant  fiege  of  (ixty  days, 
their  Lordlhips  had  learnt  from  Sir  Sidney  Smith's  compre^ 
henfive  and  fatisfaAory  account  of  that  important  event,  that 
in  fpite  of  the  fecblenefs  of  the  fortifications,  and  the  weak- 
"Bcfs  and  want  of  flcill  of  the  garrifon,  that  gallant  Captain* 
by  the  bravery,  afli (lance,  and  (kill  of  his  handful  of  officers 
and  companions,  from  on  board  his  fquadron,  was  enabled 
not  merely  to  repel  the  attacks  of  a  powerful  and  confident 
aflailant,  .but  to  oblige  them  taquit  the  field,  not  only  under 
circumftances  of  difgrace,  btft  under  circumftances  the  moil 
degrading  and  calamitous.     So  uncommon  a  proof  of  prow- 
^fs,  valonr,   and   judgment  entitled  the  Officers   who  had 
manifefted  it  to  every  poflible  praife,  and  though,  his  Lord- 
ihip  faid,  he  was  well  aware  that  it  was  not  ufual  for  the 
thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  be  voted  to  a  Cngle  captain,  for  his 
.fervices,  yet  on   this  occafton  that  very  citcumAftnce  en- 
titled Sir  William  Sidney  Smith  the  more  to  fo  fignal  a  mark 
of  the  approbation  of  his  country,  as  the  fervices  he  had  ren- 
.dered  in  delivering  Africa  and  part  of  Afia  irovfk  the  yoke  of 
French  Republican  tyranny  were  perhaps  equalled  by  few, 
poflibly  furpailed  by  noneof  the  many  brilliant  achievements 
4hat  had  dillinguifiied  the  Britifti  arms  in  the  courfe  of  the 
prefent  war.     The  Earl  concluded  by  moving,  "  that  the 
thanks  of  the  Houfe  be  given  to  Captain  Sir  William  Sidney 
Smith,   for  the  confpicuous  (kill  and  heroifm  by  which  he 
animated  and  dire^ed  the  eflForts  of  the  Turkilh  forces,  and 
.of  the  fmall  number  of  Briti(h  otficers  and  feamen  under  his 
command  ip  their  long  and  fuccefsful  defffice  of  St.  John 
jl'Acre,  on  the  coad  of  Syria,  again  ft  the  formidable  and  defi- 
.perate  attack  of  the  French  army  under  the  command  of 
puonaparte." 

Lord  Hcod  £|id,  he  could  nof^  on  the  prefent  occafion,  give 
H  nient  vote^  highly  as  he  approved,  of  the  mutiod  of  the 
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noble  Earl  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty.     He  mud  take  that 
opportunity  of  doing  juftice  to  the  extraordinary  merit  of 
that  brave  and  gallant  officer^  Sir  W«  Sidney  Smith,  to  whofe 
exertions^  he  was  proud  to  confefs,  he  had  frequently  been  a 
witnefsy  and  been  highly  indebted  on  various  occaiions,  when 
he  had  the  honour  to  have  that  very  deferving  and  tnerkorious 
officer  under  his  command.     His  Lordihip  particularifed  the 
affair  of  burning  the  French  (hips  at  Toulon,  in  which  im» 
pprtant  fervice  he  declared  no  officer  had  manifefied  a  mons 
adivezeal  or  a  more  judicious  application  of  undaunted  fpirit 
than  Captain  Sir  William  Sidney  Smith.     Had  the  tonditd 
of  that  gallant  officer  on  that  occafion  been  imitated  by  the 
Spaniards,  as  well  as  it  was  lately  by  the  Turks,  not  a  fin* 
gle  (hip  belonging  to  the  French  at  Toulon  would  have  eU 
caped  deftruction.     Nor  was  that  the  only  opportunity,  his 
Ix)rd(hip  faid,  that  he  had  been  afforded  of  aicertaining  the 
merits  of  the  objed  of  the  prefent  motion,  and  great  and 
aftoniifaing  as  his  condu£t  had  been  at  the  (lege  of  Acre,  he 
was  perfuaded  that  his  country  might  expe£l  (till  more  im^ 
portant  fervices  at  his  hands ;  he  joined,  therefore,  moft  cor* 
dially  in  fupporting  the  motion  of  the  noble  Earl. 

Lord  Grenviiie  (aid,  he  was  perfedly  fenfible  that  it  war 
unneceflary  and  fruitlefs  for  him  to  endeavour  to  srtd  to  the 
force  of  what  had  fallen  on  the  fubjed  of  the  motion  then 
before  the  Houfe  from  his  noble  Friend  near  him,  or  the 
noble  Admiral  who  had  juft  fat  down;  but  he  could  not 
avoid  (teUng,  that  it  was  on  account  of  the  fmalinefs  of  the 
force  with  which  Sir  Sidney  Smith  achieved  his  glories  at  Sr. 
Johti  D'Acr^,  that  he  was  particularly  entitled  to  their 
thanks,  nor  could  he  help  remarking!  in  a  very  few  words, 
on  the  double  contraft  that  the  condud  of  Sir  Sidney  Smith 
and  his  adverfary  General  Buonaparte  afforded.  Let  their 
Lordlhips  compare  the  modeft  letter  of  Sir  Sidney  Smith  ofi 
his  fuccefs  at  the  (lege  of  Acre  with  the  arrogant  and  pre-*- 
fumptuous  proclamations  of  the  French  Commander,  the 
boai^ed  conqueror  of  Italy,  the  future  Alexander!  aftefr 
evtry  one  of  his  fuccefles  through  a  defencelefs  country,  to 
which  he  had  carded  impiety,  hoflility,  and  devaftation,  con*- 
trary  to  every  pfinctple  of  judice  and  humanity.  'Let  them 
^Ifo  look  at  the  other  contra(l ;  Sir  William  Sidney  Smithy 
made  a  captive  by  the  chance  of  war,  was  refufed  to  be  con^ 
fidered  as  every  oiher  prifoner  of  war  was,  but  (hut  up  in 
clofe  confinement  in  the  Temple  at  Paris,  nid  debarred  of 
every  tueans  of  comfort  and  relief,  in  dire£l  defiance  of  thte 
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law  of  nations,  and  all  the  eQablifhed  rules  of  warfare  be* 
tween  civilifed  countries.  Crue)  as  the  treatment  of  Sir 
William  Sidney  Smith  was,  it  was  highly  honourable  to 
him,  inafmuch  as  it  proved,  that  confcious  of  his  high  an4 
eiiterprizing  fpirit,  his  courage  and  his  ikill,  the  French 
Republic  regarded  him  as  a  foe  fo  greatly  to  be  dreaded,  that 
tbey  were  determined,  at  the  rifle  of  their  own  chara6ler, 
and  at  every  hazard,  to  deprive  h  s  country  of  bis  valuable 
fervices.  When  Sir  Sidney,  by  his  ability  and  fuccefsful 
exertion,  effeSed  his  efcape  from  the  Temple,  what  was  his 
€ondu£l  on  again  being  entruded  with  a  command  ?  His  very 
firft  aft  on  his  arrival  in  the  £a(t  was  to  ufe  his  efforts  ta 
procure  the  liberation  of  fome  French  prifoners  who  had 
been  taken  at  the  battle  of  the  Nile,  and  were  detained  in 
pfifon  at  Conftantinople.  His  whole  condudl  in  Syria  was 
not  more  diilinguifhed  for  bravery  and  flciil  than  for  huma-> 
nity  and  tendernefs  to  all  at  his  mercy.  It  was,  his  Lord- 
fliip  faid,  he  was  perfuaded,  enough  barely  to  mention  thefe 
Tafts  to  imprefs  their  Lordfhips  and  the  country  with  a  deep 
ienfe  of  the  exultation  and  pride  which  they  mud  feel  in 
viewing  the  ftrong  contraft  between  the  republican  General 
Buonaparte,  the  boaded  conqueror  of  Italy,  and  the  unaf* 
fuming  Eritiih  (Captain  Sir  William  Sidney  Smith!  His 
Lord(h!p  heartily  afTen ted  to  the  motion^  which  was  agreed 
to  nemine  JiJJintiente* 

The  thanks  to  the  officers  on  board  the  (hips  under  the 
command  of  Sir  William  Sidney  Smith,  for  the  great  bra- 
very and  uiuemitted  exertions  which  they  manifeded,  both 
on  (hore  and  on  board,  rn  the  fuccefsful  defence  of  St.  Ji)hiv 
P'Acrc,  on  the  cpaft  of  Syria,  was  moved  and  voted  nem,  dlf. 
as  was  alfo  a  vote  of  approbation  and  acknowledgment  of 
the  fervices  of  the  feamen  and  marines  belonging  to  the 
ibips  under  the  command  of  Captain  Sir  William  Sidney 
Smith. 

MILITIA. 

The  Bill  relative.to  the  further  application  of  the  Militia 
porps  was  (after  waiting  till  pad  fix  o'clock)  brought  up  by 
Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  and  others  ;  and  on  thfr  motion  of  the 
Earl  of  IViflmoreUind^  rcr.cla  fird  time,  and  notice  given,  that 
if  the  prints  (liould  be  upon  the  table  the  next  day,  it  was 
intended  to  move  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecoud  time  on  Fri* 
(Uy.    Adjourned* 

HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

WEDNESDAY,    OCT.  2. 

T\i^ Speaker  informed  the  Houfe  that  he  had  received 
from  Admiral  Duncan  a  letter  in  anfwer  to,  and  acknow 
kdgtng  the  receipt  of  that  which  was  fent  to  him,  tranf- 
iniiting  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  the  Officers  of  the  Navy 
concerned  in  the  expedition  to  Holland,  and  the  taking  of 
tKe  Dutch  fleet  in  the  Texel.  The  Speaker  then  tcad  the 
letter  of  the  noble  and  gkllant  Admiral. 

The  Chancelhr  9/  tt>e  Exchequer  moved  the  order  of  the 
day  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe  to  confider  of  a  fupply  to  be  granted  to  bis 
Majefty,  which  being  agreed  to,  and  the  feveral  cftimates 
prcfented  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  Secretary 
at  War,  and  Mr,  Wallace,  &c.  being  referred  to  the  faid 
Committee,  the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  ac-^ 
cordingly. 

.  The  Secretary  at  fFar  faid,  it  was  not  tieceflary  for  him  at 
prefent  to  do  more  than  {late  to  the  Committee  that  t  e  efti- 
mates  now  before  it,  was  partly  the  army  eflimates ;  and 
that  it  was  propofed  to  vote  them  only  for  twq  months^ 
which  was  all  that  was  thought  peceflary  to  be  provided 
for  in  the  prefent  inftancre. 

The  eftimates  were  made  out  as  accurately  as  it  was  prac* 
iTcable  to  make  them  under  the  prefent  circumftances ;  pofi> 
fibly  when  they  Ihould  be  brought  forward  hereafter,  they 
might  be  made  out  better  than  they  were  at  prefent;  for 
when  the  regular  period  at  which  they  (hould  be  made  up, 
ihould  arrive,  then  they  might  be  made  up  in  their  ufual 
form,  and  would  of  coiirfc  be  more  likely  to  be  accurate 
than  it  was  pofGble  to  make  them  at  prefent.  They  confided 
of  the  expenccs  of  the  army  for  two  montlis  tinder  the 
heads  of  guards  and  garrifons ;  expences  of  the  army  on  the 
continent  and  in  Great  Britain  ;  and  eftimat^s  of  the  mili(ia» 
and  of  the  fencible  cavalry.  They  muft  all  of  them  be  im- 
perfcS  from  the  reafon  he  had  adigned  already ;  one  of  thenr^ 
muft  be  particularly  fo  from  the  nature  of  the  ftibje6t,  he 
meant  the  militia  ;  that  muft  be  imperfedl  at  this  moment) 
particularly  on  account  of  the  ftate  of  things  which  pro- 
duccd  a  meafure  now  under  confideration,  he  meant  the  Bill 
for  the  converting  of  certaiaparts  of  the  Militia  intoa  regu- 
lar force.  In  confidcring  the  head  of  guards  and  garrifons  it 
would  occur  to  the  Committee  that  much  of  the  expencc 
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for  btrracks  included  the  fubfldence  of  the  men,  and  muft 
have  been  to  be  provided  for,  if  they  had  not  been  kept  there. 

The  Gommittee  might  look  for  greater  accuracy  in  the 
eftimates  hereafter,  than  was  to  be  met  in  them  at  prefent, 
for  the  reafons  he  had  already  afligned. 

He  then  fnoved,  that  a  number  of  land  forces,  amounting 
to  9o»QCo  efTed^tve  men,  including  commillioned  and  non* 
^ommitTioned  officers,  be  employed  for  two  months^  &c.  for. 
the  year  i8oo. 

Mr,  Tierney  faid,  ht  did  not  rife  to  oppofe  this  ipotion  oa 
its  own  grounds;  rmce,  fronrt  the  nature  of  the  fiibjc<^  it 
embraced,  it  was,  as  the  Secretary  at  War  had  cpnfeiled^ 
impoflible  to  be  prepared  for  the  di  feu  (lion  now.  What  he 
objeded  to  was^  the  idea  of  voting  any  fupply  at  all  at  this 
tnoment,  udder  the  circumftanccs  which  brought  the  Mem^** 
bets  of  the  Houfe  together.  The  vote  itfelf  he  did  not 
know  to  be  fuch  as  might  be  proper  to  be  agreed  to,  but  he 
felt  a  duty  caft  upon  him,  at  a  Member  of  Parliament,  to 
l^roteft  againft  voting  any  fupply  at  this  time ;  and  he  would 
briefly  (late  why  he  was  of  that  opinion. 

By  a  late  K3t  of  Parliament  his  Majedy  could  call  them 
together  in  fourteen  days.  To  their  being  fo  aifembled  he 
had  no  objeftion ;  on  the  contrary,  he  thought  that  every 
thinking  man  muft  fee  the  neceflity  of  their  being  fo  called 
together,  and  that  much  public  inconvenience  might  be  felt^ 
if  his  Majefty  had  not  the  power  of  afTcmbling  Parliament 
in  lefs  than  forty  days.  The  reafon,  however,  for  aiFembling 
them  in  fourteen  day$  appeared  in  his  Majcily's  gracious 
fpeech  delivered  from  the  throne  ;  it  was  to  enable  his  Ma- 
jefty  without  delay  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  voluntary  fervices 
of  the  militia ;  upon  that  raeafure  Parliament  had  a  bill  - 
before  it,  and  it  was  a  meafure  which  he  'faw  no  difpofition 
to  oppofe ;  he  felt  nene  fuch  himfelf;  but  what  he  objected 
to  was  this,  that  now  they  were  called  together  upon  a  pub«- 
lie  emergency,  they  fhould  not  only  provide  for  that  emer- 
gency, but  fhould  alfo  be  called  upon  to  enter  upon  buflnels 
of  another  nature^  l&nd  fuch  as  had  never  before  been  fub^ 
mitted  to  any  Parliament  without  giving  them  the  folemn 
tiotice  of  forty  days  to  aflemble ;  he  meant  that  of  voting  a 
fupply  to  his  Majefiy.  Gentlemen  might  fay,  that  it  would 
be  ufelefs  to  vote  for  a  bill  to  increafe  the  force  of  the  army» 
without  voting  for  a  fupply»  for  that  an  army  is  of  no  taie 
Unlefs  there  beomney  to  fupport  it;  that  he  knew,  hwiixc 
objected  to  the  manner  \n  which  this  was4one^  ^^^  ^^^  viioxn 
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cfpecially  fince  his  Majefty  declared  alfo  from  the  Throne, 
**  that  the  ample  fupplies  which  had  been  granted  to  him  in 
the  courfe  of  the  laft  fedion,  would  enable  him,  without  fur- 
ther aid,  to  continue  his  exertions  to  the  clofe  of  the  prefcnt 
year  ;**  but  then  it  was  ftated  as  a  matter  of  convenience  t* 
the  Members,  for  the  Members  themfclves  to  provide  for 
an  early  part  of  the  enfuing  year,  by  which  they  were  pro- 
mifed,  if  they  voted  a  certain  portion  of  fupply  now,  they 
will  not  be  called  upon  again  until  they  have  had  a  com- 
fortable reccfs.  This  was  a  mode  of  tranfafting  the  buii- 
nefs  of  the  nation,  againft  which,  notwithdanding  its  per- 
fonal  advantages,  he,  as  a  Member  of  Parliament,  was 
bound  to  proteft,  becaufe  he  could  not  allow  of  any  praflice 
that  favoured  the  convenience  of  Members  themfclves  upon 
condition  of  voting  away  the  public  money  of  the  nation ; 
not  that  he  meant  here  to  infinuate  that  any  part  of  the 
money  now  propofed  to  be  voted  would  be  mifapplied,  or  to 
fay  that  in  due  feafon  it  might  not  be  proper  to  vote  it,  nor 
even  to  provoke  any  difcuflion,  for  that  was  what  he  did  not 
wifh,  but  he  did  not  perceive  how  he  could  perform  hi« 
dtjty  without  entering  his  proteft  agalnll  this  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding to  vote  fupply  without  either  the  old  and  folemn 
notice  of  forty  ijays  to  aflTemble,  or  fome  fpeciai  application 
from  the  Throne  for  that  purpofe.  Now  having  adverted  to 
his  Majefty's  fpeech,  he  was  naturally  led  to  take  notice  of 
fome  deficiencies  which  were  likely  to  arife  in  the  fupplies 
of  the  laft  year.  He  believed  there  would  be  400,000!.  in 
the  navy  ;  that  theMinifter  might  think  a  trifle,  although  in 
former  days  it  might  be  thought  a  confiderable  fum  ;  the 
diflilleiies  in  Scotland  were  ftopped  ;  that  would  occafioQ 
another  deficiency.  The  Income  Tax  had  been  taken  at  the 
lowcft  rate  to  produce  feven  millions  and  an  half,  whereas  he 
believed  it  would  not  aftually  produce  above  fix  millions. 
This  was  a  point  wliich  the  Minifter  muft  know  at  leaft 
within  ico,ocol.  PoflibJy  the  Land  and  Malt  now  to  be 
voted  might  be  made  to  cover  this  deficiency ;  however,  it 
was  worth  attending  to ;  although,  to  fay  truth,  the  manner  in 
which  accounts  were  now  made  up,  was  fuch,  that  country 
gentlemen,  and  he  fpoke  it  not  by  way  of  flighting  their  capa  ; 
city,  had  very  little  difpofition  to  examine  them.  The 
accounts  were  become  fo  complicated,  that  few  gentlemen 
^hte^ined  any  hope  of  being  able  to  comprehend  th^m 
clean^.  Having  faid  thefe  few  words,  lit  would  add,  that 
he  bad  no  objection  to  the  vote  now  before  the  Committee^ 
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but  heobjef^ed  to  the  manner  in  which  public  buHnefs  wa$ 
carried  on,  and  if  he  had  not  done  To,  he  (hould  have  fallen 
lEhort  of  difcharging  that  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  his 
duty 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  fhould  fall  (hort 
of  his  duty  if  he  did  nut  c xprcl's  fome  fiirprife  at  fome  of  the 
obfervations  he  had  jiift  heard.     The  hon.  Gentleman  had 
complained  of  the  multiplicity  of  accounts,  and  of  the  com- 
plicated manner  in  which  they  were  made  up  to  be  fubmit- 
ted  to  the  view  of  Members  of  Parliament.     Now  he  be- 
lieved that  any  unprejudiced  man  who  would  take  the  trou- 
ble of  looking  into  that  fubjeft,  would  fee  in  the  mode  of 
making  up  ihefe  accounts  no  alteration  from  the  old  mode  of 
making  them  up,  except  that  of  fimplitying  them  and  ren- 
dering them  more  cleai,  and  in  that  refpcd  the  alteration 
was  very  confiderable.     It  was  fo  confiderable  that  he  would 
venture  to  aflert  that  at  no  period  in  the  hiilory  of  finance 
were  the  public  accounts  nearly  fo  clear  and  inrelligible  as 
at  this  period:  and  he  thought  the   hon.  Gentleman  could 
not  have  pointed  out  a  branch  of  public  finance  to  which 
due  attention  had  not  been  paid  to  render  it  perfcAly  clear 
and  ioielligible  ;  and  if  that  had  not  been  done  fo  clearly  the 
hon..Gentleman  would  not  have  had  the  means  of  making 
his  objedions  as  he  had  done,  nor  would  the  Committee 
have  had  the  fatisfadiion  of  knowing  he  had  formed   erro- 

,  neous  conclufions. 

Now  as  to  the  proteft  of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  he  could 
only  fay  that  he  knew  nothing  in  the  mode  in  which  Par- 
liament met  that  did  away  the  inherent  funSions  of  Parlia- 
ment. The  hon.  Gentleman  would  nbt  find  one-word  iti 
his  Majefty's  fpeech  from  the  throne  which  went  to  reftrain 

?  Parliament  from  enterinjj;  updh  the  very  hufinefsagainft  which 

the  hon.  Gentleman  entered  his  proteft  He  ihould  be  forry  to 
ufc  any  improper  word,  but  really  after  what  he  had  heard  he 
could  not  help  faying,  that  the  only  prefumptuous  conduct 
that  he  obferved  upon  this  fubjeft  was  ihat  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman himfelf,  who  oppofed  his  individual  opinion  to  the 
conduft  of  theHoufe  of  Commons,  and  that  opinion  having 
a  tendency  to  fettering  the  inherent  power  of  Parliament ; 
and  really  this  was  the  whole  of  the  hon.  Gentleman^  con- 
f^ilutional  defence  of  the  ufage  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
If  ever  there  was  an  occafion  on  which  the  hon.  Gentle- 
mail's  obje£lion  could  not  apply  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
Houfe,  this  was  of  that  chara45er.     The  proceeding  before 
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the  Hoijfe  was  a  meaOjrc  growing  out  of  the  prefent  war^ 
^nd  out  of  the  very  point  on  which  Parliament  was  aflem- 
bled  \  the  ohjedl  was  to  transfer  a  conftderable  number  of 
men  out  of  the  militia  into  the  army,  and  uhich  could  not 
be  done  without  an  augmentation  of  the  army  eftimates; 
vhtUur  that  was  a  right  or  a  wrong  meafure  in  itftff  heM'as 
not  now  arguing,  nor  was  the  hon.  deatleman  difputing ; 
but  this  was  nothing  more  than  a  neccfTary  meafure  arifuig 
out  of  that  plan,  a  plan  which  his  Majedy  had  recom- 
pit^nded  from  the  throne,   which  Parliament  had  adopted, 
and  to  which  even  the  honourable  Gentleman  himfelf  did 
not  obje(9.  But  the  honourable  Gentleman  aiked,  why  vote 
this  fupply  now  ?  He  would  aflc,  whether  it  was  impropcf 
f'or  the  Houfe,,  when  there  was  a  full  attendance,  to  proceed 
to  voting  that  which  hereafter  muft  cotnc  before  them,  and 
that  at  a  time  perhaps  when  a  full  attendance  could  not  be 
had  with  the  fame  convenience  as  at  prefent  ?  This  being  the 
(late  of  the  cafe,  the  Houfe  would  confider  what  grounds 
there  were  for  the  obfervations  of  the  hon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  Tierney  faid,  that  if  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  heard  and  attended  to  his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary 
at  War,  he  would  have  foupd  that  upon  his  own  do6irine, 
there  was  reafon  to  wi(h  that  the  budnefs  now  before  the 
Houfe  had  not  been  brought  forward  at  this  moment ;  for 
that  Minldcr  had  dated  that  the  eftimates  wanted  that  accu- 
racy he  wifhed,  and  hoped  hereafter  to  be  able  to  give  to  them. 
But  fuppofmg  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  be  right  in  alTert- 
ing  that  the  meafure  now  before  the  Committee  arofc  from 
the  circumftance  of  the  army  now  to  be  augmented,  what 
had  that  to  do  with  voting  the  navy  for  two  niontbs,  and  out 
of  the  ufual  way  ? 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  fays,  he  acdifes  me  of  pre- 
fumptibn  in  my  conduft.  He  will  have  the  goodnefs  to 
confider  whether  there  is  or  is  not  any  prefumption  in  a 
Minifter  who  accufes  others  of  prefumption,  when  they  fay 
his  proceedings  arc  not  agreeable  to  the  old  cuftoms  of  this 
Houfe  and  the  fpirit  of  our  Conftitution.  He  will  confider 
who  is  mod  likely  to  have  a  prefumptuous  fpirit,  he  who 
docs  his  duty  w  iih  no  reward  but  the  hope  of  the  approba- 
tion of  his  condituents,  and  the  confcio^fnefs  of  perform- 
ing his  dtity,  and  danding  aimed  alone  in  this  Houfe,  or  he 
who  by  his  conduft  has^difguded  almod  the  whole  of  one 
fide  of  the  Houfe,  and  who  cadi  hardly  muder  up  a  fudicien^ 
attendance  on  the  other  to  go  through  the  public  buQnefs  of 
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|he  nation.  I  alk,  whether  this  be  or  be  not  contrary  to  the 
fpirtt  of  regular  parliamentary  proceedings  ?  He  a(ks  me» 
whether  I  can  find  one  word  in  his  Majeily's  fpcech  froin 
the  throne  difqualifiying  us  from  voting  any  frpplies  at  this 
time?  I  certainly  cannot:  if  I  could  I  (hould  be  glad  to 
date  it.  But  I  can  remind  him  of  the  ufagc  of  Padiament^ 
and  alfo  tell  him  that  it  becomes  Parliament  to  fee  that  the 
notice  given  to  it  is  fuilicient,  before  it  votes  the  fupplies  of 
the  year,  or  any  part  of  them ;  for  iliat  is  a  part  of  the  con* 
dud  of  this  Houfe,  which  it  is  not  expe£lcd  it  (hould  go 
through  until  folemn  notice  and  due  con  fide  rat  ion.  I  caa 
remind  him  too  that  no  ground  has  been  dated  to  the  Hoiife 
at  large  for  thus  proceeding  upon  fupply.  He  has  indeed 
ftated  fomething  to  his  friends  before  the  meeting  of  Parlia- 
ment. I  would  a(k  him,  whether  he  means  to  lay  that  he 
did  not  flate  this  to  his  friends  before  the  meeting,  that  they 
were  to  meet  for  the  purpofe  of  confidering  of  a  meafure 
relative  to  the  changing  part  of  the  militia  into  a  regular 
force  ?  Will  he  fay  that  when  a  call  of  the  Houfe  was  moved 
for,  he  did  not  oppofe  it  on  the  ground  that  we  all  knew  the 

fmrpofe  for  which  we  were  called  together  was  that  of  con- 
iderlng  of  a  proportion  relative  to  the  militia  ?  This,  how- 
ever, after  all,  turns  out  not  to  be  the  faft  ;  but  gentlemen 
thus  coming  up  for  the  purpofe  of  confidering  of  a  meafure 
relative  to  the  militia,  are  called  on  to  vote  for  fupplies,  and 
to  come  to  meafures  which  have  n^ver  before  been  propofed 
but  upon  forty  days  notice  of  the  meeting  of  Parliament. 
But  here  Members  are  exprefsly  told  they  (ball  go  back  to 
iheir  country  houfes  provided  they  vote  a  fum  of  money  for 
the  two  firft  months  of  the  enfuing  year.  They  are  to  take 
the  difgrace  upon  themfelves,  that  by  voting  fupplies  they 
earn  their  holidays.  Now  all  this  is  for  the  Houfe  and  the 
country  to  determine  upon. 

The  Chancellor  of  f he  Exchequer,     I  am  perfeflly  fatisfied: 
it  is  certainly  for  the  Houfe  and  Country  to  determine  ;  and 
J  do  not  think  I  am  called  upon  to  add  one  further  ob- 
fervation. 

The  queftion  was  then  put  and  carried. 

The  other  Refolutions  were  all  put  and  carried. 
J 1 0,596!.  for  (ietraying  the  charges  of  the  above  numbtr  of  men  for  two 

months. 
16,6481.  for  maintaining  Forces.in  the  Plantations,  &c. 
$^%^'iS\^  for  defraying  charges  of  corps  of  Cavalry  in  Great  Britain,  &:c. 
^32,998].  for  defnying  the  chai|^s  of  embodied  Militia^  and  a  Royal  corps 

ti  Miners  in  Ornwall*  Scc^ 
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4PiOOoI.  for  defraying  the  charges  of  the  increalc  of  the  rate  of  Subddencft 

to  Inn^keepers  and  Vl£luall(rrs,  &c« 
xao,oocl.  for  defiaying  charges  forBamckSy  &c* 
,    » 30,000!.  for  the  charge  of  Oninarce  of  Land  Servicer 
III,  510I.  tor  the  Ordinaiies  of  the  Navy. 
ii5/)25'.  for  Extraorii  I  paries  of  ditto. 

The  Chairman  then  left  the  chair,  reported  progrcfs,  and 
the  Report  was  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day. 

Agreed  to  go  into  a  Committee  of  Supply  on  Friday. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  Order  of  the 
Day  for  the  iloufe  to  refolve  itfclf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  Ways  and  Means  for  raiflng  a 
Supply. 

The  Houfe  in  a  Committee  voted  the  Duty  upon  Malt, 
and  alfo  the  Land  Tax,  on  Places,  Penfions,  &c, 

R^^port  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day. 

Ageeed  to  go  into  a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  oa 
Friday. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  moved  the  Order  of  the  Day  for  thci 
third  reading  of  the  bill  for  enabling  his  Majefty  to  accept 
the  fervices  of  fuch  of  the  Militia  as  may  voluntarily  offer  to 
ferve,  &e.  under  certain  reftritElions.     Ordered. 

Mr.  Tierney  faid,  he  gave  no  opinion  upon  the  expedition  ta 
Holland^  and  he  wi(hed  Minifters  to  take  upon  themfelves  the 
"^vhole  refponfibility  of  that  ad,   for  which  he  had  an  amend- 
ment to  propofc,  which  was,  to  leave  out  of  the  preamble  of 
the  bill  every  thing  that  related  to  Holland.     He  objeded  to 
taking  any  notice  in  any  a£t  of  Parliament  of  any  meafure 
•which  his  Majefty,  under  the  advice  of  his  Minifters,  was 
carrying  on.  It  was  a  meafure  which  the  Houfe,  in  agreeing 
to  a  bill,  could  take  no  notice  of,  becaufe  it  belonged  ex- 
clufively  to  his  Majefty's  prerogative.    He  would  not  fufpeft 
the  Minifters  of  wilhing  by  this  bill  to  get  the  fanfiion  of 
Parliament  to  the  Expedition  to  Holland  in  cafii  it  (hould  fail 
of  fuccefs.     He  did  not  believe  them  capable  of  fuch  an  at- 
tempt ;  but  whether  they  did  or  not  the  Houfe  (hould  not 
agree  to  it.     The  preamble  ftated,  that  his  Majefty  was  en- 
deavouring to  reftorc  the  lawful  government  of  H<4iand. 
He  hoped  his  Majefty  would  take  upon  himfelf  to  judge 
what  that  lawful  government  was,  and  that  the  Hr  iife  of 
ComiTions  (hould  not  judge  of  thefe  matters  whicfi  belong 
to  the  Royal  prerogative  \  and  this  befides  would  take  away 
the  refponfibility  of  Minifters  for  the  advice  they  might  give 
give  to  the  CrowR.     For  thefe  reafons  he  moved|  that  all 
that  related  to  Hoilaad  be  left  out  #f  the  preai^ble. 

The 
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The  amendment  being  pot, 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundtu  fatd,  that  his  anfwer  to  the  obfer- 
vations  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  were' twofold.  The  firft 
ivasy  that  the  fuccefs  of  the  Expedition  had  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  enabling  his  Majefiy  to  make  this  propoHtton  to 
Parliament. 

With  rtegardto  the  queftion  of  lawful  government  of  the 
Stadtholder,  the  language  of  the  bill  did  nothing  more  than 
fbliow-what  the  law  had  faid»  and  what  we  were  boumd  hj 
the  faith  of  folemn  treaty  to  fupport.  We  had  by  treaty 
guaranteed  to  Holland  that  government.  While  treaties 
fubfidedy  acknowledging  a  government,  he  would  not,  be- 
caui'e  he  ought  not,  becaufe  he  could  not  by  law  make  any 
queftion  whether  any  other  government  ought  to  be  fubfti* 
luted,  or  whether  that  government  was  lawful  or  not.  He^ 
knew  of  no  doubts  that  could  be  entertained  in  Parliament^ 
whether  a  government,  which  we  were  by  treaty  bound  to 
fupport,.  was  or  was  not  lawful. 

Mr.  Tiem£y  faid,  that  the  reafon  he  had. for  the  doubt  was, 
that  the  right  hon.  Secretary  had  recognized  another  govern-* 
m^nt  in  Holland  by  an'  endeavour  to  negociate. 

The  amendment  was  then  negatived. 

Mr.  IVefiem  faid,  he  could  not  permit  this  bill  to  fyafs 
without  delivering  his  fentiments  upon  it.  JHe  felt  it  his  duty 
to  declare  bis  fentiments  thus  publicly ;  he  was  an  enemy  to 
fo  confidcrable  a  redudion  to  the  Militia  as  this  bill  is  about 
to  occafion.  He  objeded  to  giving  up  into  the  hands  of  the 
Executive  of  this  country,  fuch  a  part  of  the  force  of  it,  de* 
iigned  as  it  was  for  the  protection  of  our  internal  defence 
aod  conftitutional  protedion ;  and  he  objefied  ftill  further, 
becaufe  he  did  not  approve  of  the  ufe  that  was  made  of  a 
fimilar  force  al^-^ady.  If  we  have  any  neceflity  for  internal 
defence  or  conllitutional  protediion,  the  Militia  was  the 
force  deGgned  by  our  anceftors  for  that  purpofe,  Thefe 
were  principles  which  he  had  been  accudomed  to  revere. 

He  did  not  think  that  this  country  could  derive  any  ma^ 
terial  advantage  from  continental  projedsi^  and  he  thought 
a  review  of  what  had  followed  the  condu6l  of  our  Minifter^ 
on  that  head,  fupported  him  in  that  opiriion.  He  did  not 
^likc;  to  fay  much  with  regard  to  Holland;  but  he  believed  our 
*profpeft  of  fuccefs  there  was  not  very  flattering:  for  thefe 
reafons,  he  could  pot  fupport  this  bill.  He^new  he  enter*^ 
tained  opinions  thjit  had  not  the  fupport  of  the  majority  of 
the  Houfe^  but  that  he  could  not  help,  and  he  was  anxious  ta 

deliver 
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deliver  his  opinion,  although  h^  felt  much  embarraflinent  id 
ll^e  endeavQur, -for  he  was  no'tacxruftomed  to  public  fpeaking. 

The  Speaker  fa  id,  he  was  unwilling  to  interrupt  the  hon* 
Member,  but  thefeobfervations  would  have  applied  morere-^ 
gularly  to  the  quedion,  that  the  bill  do  pais^ 

The  queftion,  that  the  bill  do  pafs  ?  was  then  put. 
.  Mr.  ASartin  rofe^  ^ut  fpoke  in  fo  low  a  voice,  that  we 
could  with  difficulty  collect  what  he  iaid»  He  feoined  td 
4oubt  very  mui;h  the  policv  of  the  meafures  which  it  ^^s  the 
obje<3;  of  this  bill  to  enable  Miniders  to  pmfecUte ;  and  he 
thought  that  the  enoroious  expence  both  of  men  and  money 
Vrith  which  the  war  in  Holland  would  be  attended  was  not 
Ukely  to  be  compenfa^ed  by  any  advantages  which,  on  the  mod 
fanguine  calculation,  it  could  produce;  ftill  iefsj^did  he  think 
that  the  profpeit  of  thefe  advantages  were  fufficient  for  the 
rifle.  Thefe  fentiments,  he  was  happy  to  refled,  were  confo* 
Bant  to  thofe  he  had  ever  held  refpeAing  continental  wars*  He 
quoted  an  author  of  great  diQinAion  to  prove  that  we  ought 
not  to  give  up  the  advantages  of  our  infular  (ituatton  to  go 
and  Sght  pn  foreign  ground.  He  likewife  quoted  a  po^tid 
author  in  fupport  of  the  fame  opinions^  He  concluded  with 
this  obfervation,  that  he  had  remarked  that  the  Repre« 
{bntatives  of  the  People  were  artfully  drawn  in  by  Minifters 
into  great  and  expenlive  undertakings,  and  afterwards  were 
told  that  tbcy  had  advanced  in  them  too  far  to  be  able  to  re* 
cede  w^th  prudence  or  fafety. 

The  bill  was  then  pafled.with  feveral  amendments,  and 
ordered  to  be  fent  to  the  Lurds« 

LIVERPOOL    merchants"    PETITION. 

Colonel  Gafcoyne  then  moved  the  Order  of  the  Day  fof 
taking  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  th€ 
Petition  of  the  Merchants  of  Liverpool  and  Lancafter. 

The  Heufe  refolved  itfclf  into  a  c5ommittee  of  the  whole 
Houfe  for  that  purpofe,  Mr.  Pierrepont  in  the  chair* 

Cotonet  Gajcvfnt  faid  that,  as  he  had  opened  the  nature  of 
tlie  bufinefs  on  a  former  day,  he  fliould  fay'but  little  on  thd 
^efent  occafion^  both  becaufe  he  confidered  the  grounds  upon 
%vhich  the  application  was  made  to  be  fo  clear,  and  becaufd 
he  did  not  anticipate  any  oppofition  to  the  meafure.  He  ad-s^ 
Mitted  that,  when  the  intended  application  was  firft  commtJ« 
nicated  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that  gcntlemait 
had  expreiTed  hirofclf  decidedly  againft  it  \  and  nothing  but 
the  irrefiiUble  ftrength  of  the'  arguments  in  favour  of  the 
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application  of  the  merchants  could  have  altered  his  fenti* 
xAents.  He  underflood,  however,  that  Tome  gentlemen 
thought  that  the  evidence  in  fupport  of  the  pra)rer  of  the  pe- 
tioiT  was  not  ruffictently  flrong.  For  his  part,  he  thought  the 
evidence  in  favour  of  it  fo  conc'ufive,  that  in  the  Committee 
he  had  thought  it  fuperfluous  to  adduce  any  more  than  that  on 
the  table.  Befides,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  already 
fent  for  a  fpecics  of  information  on  the  fubje£l  which  would 
leave  nothing  wanting,  and  fully  confirm  the  allegations  of 
the  petition.  This  information  was,  the  teftimony  of  the 
cuftom-houfe  books  of  Liverpool,  to  fliew  that  the  merchants 
adtially  had  then  the  property  mentioned  by  them  in  their 
application.  Upon  this  head  he  (hould  give  the  Houfe  a  few 
fads  which  would  leave  no  doubt  on  their  minds:  by  the  re« 
turns  from  the  cuftom-houfe,  it  wwild  appear  that  fincc  Ja- 
nuary lafl,  no  lefs  than  51,000  bog(heads  of  fiigar  had  been 
imported  into  Liverpool,  and  there  remained  in  warehouCes, 
the  whole  duty  on  which,  excepting  a  fum  of  about  joool, 
had  been  paid.  The  freight  and  inftirance  of  this  quantity, 
amounted  in  all,  with  the  duty,  to  9oo»oool.  already  paid 
down.  All  that  that  the  merchants  ot  Liverpool  then  afked 
in  their  petition,  was  an  accommodation  in  Exchequer  Bills 
amounting  to  500,000!.  between  Liverpool  and  Lancafler,  at 
the  rate  of  400,000).  for  the  former,  and  io::,oool.  for  the 
latter.  At  the  fame  time,  it  was  to  be  obferved,  that  there 
was  not  the  leaft  danger  of  a  lofs  accruing  to  government,  as 
property  would  be  pledged  to  three  times  the  amount  of  the 
advance.  He  concluded  with  moving  as  a  rcfolution,  in  fub- 
ftance.  That  his  Majefty  fliould  be  enabled  to  iH'ue  Exche-. 
quer  Bills  to  an  an  amount  not  exceeding  500,000!.  under 
the  diredion  of  Commi'Tioncrs,  for  the  relief  of  fuch  mer- 
chants of  Liverpool  and  Lancader,  as  (hould  apply  for  it^ 
gi-  ing  duefecurity  for  the  fums  advanced. 

Mr.  Tiernfy  obferved,  that  he  could  fee  no  reafon  why 
the  grant  now  applied  for  fhould  be  voted  as  a  matter  of 
courfe,  an  opinion,  bethought,  rather  prevalent  in  the  minds 
of  (iime  gentlemen.  '1  he  only  evidence  laid  before  the 
Houfe,  on  which  it  could  proceed,  was  that  of  two  gentle- 
men intercfted  in  the  quefUon.  He  believed  they  were  very 
refpedable  men,  yet  it  was  to  be  kept  in  vi<iw,  that  they  gave 
evidence  in  their  own  caufe.  As  to  the  fccurity  too,  he  did 
not  think  it  entialy  fatisfaSory.  The  fugar  to  be  pledged, 
for  the  advances  might  be  good  fecuriiy,  bin  not  fo  the  bonds, 
^  the  fame  embarraffment  would  probably  be  occaiioned  by 
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government,  by  exafling  payment  of  them,  as  that  which  it 
was  the  objedt  of  the  prer(  nt  application  to  remedy.  This, 
however,  he  did  not  reft  upon  principally.  He  wiflied  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  general  queftion 
of  giving  affidance  to  private  merchants  on  flight  grounds. 
And  furcly  the  evidence  of  two  gentlemen,  however  refpeS- 
able  in  a  matter  in  which  they  were  fo  nearly  concerned,  was 
not  evidence  fufficient  for  the  lioufe  to  proceed  upon.  He 
wifhed  the  report,  therefore,  to  be  recommitted  that  more 
proof  might  be  obtained.  If  the  application  were  properly 
fupported,  and  its  nccelT  ty  clearly  made  out,  he  (hould  be 
very  forry  to  throw  any  obftacle  in  the  way  of  the  relief  dc- 
fired.  But,  if  on  the  one  hand,  he  had  a  duty  to  perform  to 
the  merchants,  if  their  claim  was  juft,  he  had  likewifea  duty 
to  the  public,  to  fee  that  their  Intereft  was  confultcd.  There 
was  but  one  precedent  for  Parliamtnt  granting  relief  to  mer- 
chants, that  was  in  >793»  but  the  cafes  were  totally  unlike. 
Then  a  univerfal  embarrafl'ment  prevailed  which  threatened 
public  credit  itfelf.  Parliament  likewife  proceeded  quite  in 
a  diflFerent  manner:  they  entered  into  a  full  examination  of 
the  fubje£t,  and  dated  the  caufes  of  the  preflure.  In  the 
prefent  inftance,  however,  no  enquiry  had  taken  place  to  af- 
Certain  the  caufes  of  the  embarralfment.  Perhaps  the  evil 
had  arifen  partly  from  unwarrantable  fpectilations.  For 
fome  years  paft  England  had  been  very  ill  fupplied  with 
fugar.  The  merchants  had  thought  it  better  to  fend  it  to 
foreign  markets.  The  confumcrs  at  home  now  thought 
thcmfelvcs  entitled  to  a  redudion  of  price.  The  Houfe 
fliould  enquire  to  what  caufes  the  difficulties,  which  the  mer- 
chants n  )W  experience,  were  to  be  attributed;  not  knowing 
but  there  might  be  fome  caufes  that  ou^ht  to  deter  Parliament 
from  interpofing,  (hould  the  Houfe  on  fuch  (hort  notice,  and 
fuch  flender  information,  refolvc  to  grant  the  relief  defired. 
In  1793  fome  gentlemen  had  confidcred  it  an  objection  to 
the  aid  granted  by  Parliament  in  that  extraordinary  crifls,  that 
it  might  afford  a  precedent  for  applications  of  a  fimilar  kind 
in  circumftances  wholly, diflFerent.  He  was  afraid  that  this 
objeOiion  would  be  realized;  and  certainly  it  would,  if  Par- 
liament acquiefced  in  the  prefent  requeil  without  more  de- 
liberation and  enquiry.  Having  the  honour  to  reprefent  a 
commercial  place,  he  hoped  commercial  gentlemen  would 
sot  confider  him  as  averfe  to  fupport  their  interefts.  As  a 
snember  of  Parliament,  however,  he  was  bound  to  confider 
t^e  ii^terefts  of  the  public.    He  did  not  think  the  precedent 
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of  1793  in  point,  becaufe  then  public  credit  was  endangered, 
l>ut  he  faw  no  fuch  danger  at  prefent.  It  did  not  appear 
that  even  the  gentlemen  virho  made  the  application  would  be 
rendered  bankrupts  if  it  were  refdfed.  (Colonel  Gafcoynd, 
we  believe,  faid  yes.)  The  hon.  Gentleman  from  his  par- 
ticular means  of  information,  mud  know  better  ;  but  even 
iivere  that  the  cafe,  however  the  misfortune  of  refpe^Sable 
men  was  to  be  lamented,  yet  there  was  not  a  ground  for  Par- 
liament to  interpofe.  Parliament  (hould  have  other  grounds 
€0  a£tupon,  and  their  interpofition  (hould  be  decided  by  bet- 
ter vouchers  for  the  neceility  than  thofe  yet  before  them* 
With  thefe  confideratlons,  the  influence  which  Minifters 
inight  derive  among  commercial  men^  fo  nuifierous  a  body  in 
the  Houfe,  by  countenancing  applications  of  this  fort,  wa$ 
another  reafon  for  the  Gommitfie  maturely  weighing  and 
examining  the  whole  circumftances  of  the  cafe.  Having 
tnade  thefe  obfervations,  he  begged  leave  to  repeat  that  he 
xvasaduated  by  no  perfonal  motives  towards  the  gcntlenun 
who  made  the  application^  but  was  guided  folely  by  a  tcnCt 
l>f  duty  to  the  public; 

The  Chancellor  df  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  Wifhed  to  fet  thd 
kofl.  Gentleman  right  as  to  the  nature  of  the  aid  which  Par^ 
liament  Was  to  afford,  and  to  (hew  that  there  was  nothing  like 
Voting  away  money  on  the  prefent  occafion.  There  Were  td 
i)e  two  diftin£t  fecurities  for  the  advances^  the  fugsir  and  the 
bonds)  fo  that  as  to  the  danger  of  lofs  accruing  to  tfad  public^ 
there  was  not  the  lead  difficulty  on  that  head* 

He  felt  fully  as  (Irongly  as  the  hon.  Gentleman,  that  the 
objed  of  the  petition  was  .not  to  be  granted  as  a  matter  of 
courfei  He  was  in  general  decidedly  againft  the  public  being 
implicated  in  the  affairs  of  individual  mercharlts,  or  in  the 
iflue  of  comnrlercial  adventures ;  fo  much  was  this  his  opinion^ 
thaty  as  had  already  been  flated,  he  was  againll  the  applica- 
tion when  firft  communicated  to  him,  a  circumflance  which 
gentlemen  wotild  feel  to  be  an  argument  in  any  way  they 
were  difpofed  to  take  it.  However  flrongly  he  was  impreffed 
with  the  general  principle,  there  might  be  occadons  wherd 
it  ought  to  bemodifiedi  and  when  a  cdfe  prefented  itfelf,  in 
which  innocent  men,  free  from  the  blame  of  any  unwar-* 
ranfable  fpeculation,  were  involved,  though  the  mere  com- 
paflion  which  mud  be  felt  for  men  in  fuch  a  fituation  might 
t)ot  be  a  ground  for  parliamentary  interference,  yet  every  per^ 
ton  inuft  be  pleafed  to  find  that  fuch  aid  might  be  afforded  as 
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'tvras  fully  juftified  by  public  expediency  :  CertaiDly  the  cafe 
of  the  petitioners  was  not,  as  the  Hon.  Gentleman  had  ftated^ 
unconne£led  with  public  credit  and  with  public  intereft.  The 
Tcqued  was  fupporicd  by  the  general  advantage  of  commerce^ 
throughout  the  country,  aiki  by  the  expediency  of  maintain- 
ing that  capital  and  that  enterprife,  in  which  the  caufe  of  in* 
dudry  and  manufadure  in  every  part  of  the  country  was 
conneflcd.  The  public  intereft  therefore  was  unqueftionably 
involved  in  this  cafe.  As  this,  then,  was  a  true  (late  of  the 
matter,  no  man  wouM  puih  a  general  principle  fo  far  as  to 
oppofe  it  to  an  application  which  might  be  granted  with  the 
greateft  fafety  and  advantage  to  the  public* 

As  to  the  evidence  upon  which  the  Houfe  was  to  proceedt 
he  conHdered  the  report  of  the  Committee  as  neceflary^ 
chiefly  in  point  of  Parliamentary  form  ;  the  neceflity  of  the 
cafe  was  matter  of  notoriety ;  but»  it  was  faid^  that  com- 
pliance with  the  prayer  of  the  petition  would  keep  up  the 
price  of  fugar.  The  hon.  Gentleman,  however,  had  only 
to  a(k  gentlemen  acquainted  with  the  Weft  India  Trade,  to 
be  informed  that  the  embarraflhient  which  the  merchants  had 
experienced,  had  arifen  from  the  immenfe  importation  of 
an  uncommonly  plentiful  crop  ;  from  the  fudden  ftoppage 
of  the  foreign  markets,  and  the  failures  which  had  taken 
place  at  Hamburgh ;  thefe  were  caufes  fufficient  to  produce 
the  difliculiies  which  had  been  felt. 

With  reijped  to  a  diminution  of  the  price  of  fugar,  no 
man  furely  could,  with  to  (ee  the  commodity  reduced  to  A 
price  that  would  fcarce  pay  the  freight  and  duty,  leaving  not 
fair  profit  to  the  proprietor.  The  public  could  not  be  gainers 
by  purchafing  al  this  ruinous  rate,  which  muft  eventually  be 
attended  with  a  total  failure  of  the  fupply.  Sugars  had  aU 
ready  fallen  very  much  in  price;  firom  80s.  they  bad  fallen 
fo  low  as  60s.  and  yet  there  was  no  market.  There  was  no 
fear  that  the  article  would  be  kept  up*  The  merchants  had 
ftceepted  bills  largely  drawn  on  the  produce  brought  home^ 
end  they  muft  be  defirous  to  fell,  and  there  was  no  doubt  of 
the  price  being  reduced  to  that  below  which  no  candid  man 
could  think  it  equitable  both  for  the  proprietor  and  the  pur«- 
chafer  that  it  (hould  be  fold. 

There  was  one  point  of  fpecific  proof  which  would  be 
obtained  to  (hew  the  value  of  the  Weft  India  produce  at  Li^* 
verpool,  on  which  the  advances  were  to  be  made.  This  would 
arrive  before  the  bill  coyld  have  proceeded  far  in  its  progrefs 
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through  the  Houfc,  and  furcly  it  would  beunneccflary  to  de- 
lay the  meafure  for  a  piece  of  information  that  might  be  ve- 
riAed  before  the  bill  received  the  fanSIon  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Bryan  Edwards  faid,  that  after  the  able  fpeech  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  hefhould  detain  the  Houfe  but  a  very 
fliort  time.  He  had  coIleAed  a  few  fads  illudrativeof  the 
fubjed,  which  his  particular  opportunities  of  knowledge 
upon  this  fubje£t  enabled  him  to  obtain,  and  he  (hould  take 
the  liberty  of  dating  them.  He  was  furprifed  to  find  a  per* 
fon  fo  well  informed  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  near  him  (Mr* 
Xicrney)  fall  into  the  vulgar  error  refpedling  the  prices  of 
fugar.  The  planters  knew  very  well  that  having  had  fuch 
good  prices  laft  year,  they  would,  from  feveral  circumdances^ 
be  obliged  to  fubmit  to  a  low  price  this  year.  But  the  mer- 
chants had  nothing  to  do  with  this.  They  had  only  their 
'  profit  on  their  commiflion  in  proportion  to  the  price.  From 
the  failure  of  demand  for  the  commodity,  the  merchants^ 
however^  on  whom  the  planters  were  in  the  habit  of  drawing 
bills  for  the  produce  fent  home,  muft  be  cmbarraffed.  He 
was  convinced  that  the  merchants  of  London  would,  in  this 
emergency^  be  obliged  likewife  to  apply  for  parliamentary^ 
aid.  This  was  perfeflly  a  new  cafe  which  never  had  occur- 
cd  before,  and  never  was  likely  to  occur  again.  Since  Ja» 
nuary  there  had  been  imported  by  the  three  lad  fleets,  no  lefs 
than  170,277  hogflieads  of  fugar,  and  with  the  cargoes  of 
fome  (hips  expected,  the  amount  of  the  importation  would 
be  1 80,000  hogflieads,  double  the  importation  of  any  former 
year.  The  duties  upon  this  amounted  to  no  lefs  than 
2,500,0001.  The  value  of  the  commodity  was  not  lefs  than 
5,000,000!.  more.  The  merchants  were  in  the  habit  of  ac« 
cepting  bills  drawn  on  this  produce.  Some  of  the  planters 
drew  for  lefs  than  the  value ;  fome  for  more.  So  that  upon 
the  whole  there  was  not  lefs  than  8,ooo,oooI.  which  the  mer- 
chants were  called  upon  to  pay,  and  all  this  when  there  was 
no  vent  for  the  commodity. 

It  had  been  faid  that  the  commodity  had  been  fent  to  fo- 
reign markets.  He  confidered  it  to  be  the  natural  right  of 
the  colonics  to  carry  their  produce  to  any  market  they  thought 
proper.  For  a  feries  of  years  this  right  had  been  recognifed 
by  the  laws  of  this  country.  But  Parliament  had  at  laft 
thought  that  another  courfe  ou|;bt  to  be  followed,  and 
thought  it  fair  to,  make  foreigners  pay  a  duty  to  this  country 
for  what  they  Confumed.  Other  nations  were  encouraged  to 
take  a  ibare  in  the  trade ;  and  in  fad  large  fupplies  of  fugar 
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had  in  the  la(l  year  been  imported  into  Hamburgh  in  Ame^ 
rican  veifels,  from  the  £a(l  Indies,  from  the  Brazils,  znd 
irom  other  quarters :  by  this  means  the  market  was  ovet- 
flocked.  The  affiflance  required  by  the  merchants,  then^ 
was  not  to  enable  them  to  keep  up  the  price  of  fugar,  but  t«f 
enable  them  to  bring  it  xo  market  at  all.  It  was  a  hSt  that 
there  were  not  wlrehoufes  to  contain  the  fugar  in  the  port  of 
London,  and  there  were  veAels  that  could  not  be  unladen  for 
three  months  tocome.  Sugars  could  not  be  difpofed  of  at 
any  price :  he  had  even  known  a  quantity  frOm  Martinique 
Told  To  low  as  54s.  x  a  rate  certainly  far  below  what  it  wa^ 
the  intered  of  the  public  to  buy  it  on  a  large  view  of  the 
cafe,  and  on  a  fair  ^onfideration  of  that  encouragement  which 
was  neceflary  to  enfure  the  fupply  of  the  market. 

The  evidence  of  thefe  fails  was  within  every  gentleman's 
reach,  it  was  to  be  derived  from  the  cuftom-houfe  books* 
The  cafe  was  totally  novel  in  its  nature.  It  was  the  Britifli 
Merchants  who  mud  be  the  fufFerers,  and  to  whocp  could 
they  fo  properly  apply  as  to  a  BritiOi  Parliament  ?  H^  con- 
ceivec^  this  relief  as  abfolutely  neceifary  to  the  merchants  of 
London,  and  if  they  did  not  obtain  it,  he  was  convinced  that 
nineteen  out  of  twenty  of  the  Wed  India  Merchants  of  the 
metropolis  would  be  obliged  to  (lop  payment.  He  then  pro^ 
ceeded  to  {late  the  lofles  that  had  been  incurred  by  feveral  of 
the  Wed  India  I  (lands ;  Grenada,  by  the  ravages  of  the  war^ 
had  fufFered  lo(res  to  the  amount  of  4,oco,oool.  St.  Vincent's 
8oo,oool.  and  the  Maroon  war,  in  Jamaica,  had  cod  that 
ifland.a  million  derling.  He  concluded  with  warmly  fup- 
porting  the  application,  and  the  necefllty  of  fupporting  the 
/Wed  India  Merchants,  for  the  mod  cogent  reafons  of 
public  utility. 

Mr.  Manntng  rofe  particularly  to  reply  to  the  remarks  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  who  jud  fat  down,  that  nineteen  out  of 
twenty  Wed  India  Merchants  of  the  city  of  London  would 
be  obliged  to  dop  payment,  if  they  did  not  obtain  parlia« 
mentary  fupport.  He  was  certain  that  the  hon.  Gentlemaii 
was  midaken»  and  that  this  was  not  the  fituation  of  the  Wed 
India  Merchants  of  London.  He  was  convinced  that  with-* 
out  any  parliamentary  aid,  the  merchants  would  carry  on 
their  bufmefs  as  ufual.  There  was,  undoubtedly,  a  great 
ftagnation,  but  it  was  not  to  be  attributed  to  fpeculatioh  ;  va-* 
rious  caufes  had  produced  it.  The  drawback  had  been  taken 
off,  which  had  encouraged  foreigners  to  make  an  attempt  to 
compete  with  us  with  foreign  markets,   and  accordingly 

great 
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great  quantities  of  fugar  had  been  carried  from  different 
quarters  dircftly  to  Hamburgh.  The  ftagnation,  however, 
frould  not  lad.  There  had  formerly  been  only  about  one 
third  of  the  whole  importation  rc-export(?d,  and  it  was, 
no  doubt,  proper  to  endeavour,  by  making  foreigners  pay  the 
duty,  to  make  them  contribute  to  the  public  expences  of  this 
frountry.  It  certainly,  however,  required  confiderable  pru- 
dence and  n[)anagement  to  conquer  the  difficulties  which 
;it  prefent  were  felt.  The  merchants  did  not  wifh  to  obtain 
;my  unfair  price«  but  at  the  fame  time  fomething  was  ne- 
cefTary  to  be  done  to  afUft  the  market.  For  one  thing  he 
thought  it  would  be  of  great  advantage  to,  while  the  diftiU 
leries  were  to  be  flopped,  to  permit  molaifes  to  be  ufed  for 
the  purpofe  of  diflillation,  which  would  both  afford  a  demand 
for  certain  kinds  of  fugar,  and  diminifh  the  confumption  of 
grain  at  the  prefenl  moment.  He  thought,  however,  that  no 
application  w6uld  be  made  to  the  Houfe  by  the  Weft  India 
Merchants  for  pecuniary  aid.  There  were  various  ways  by 
-which  ihcy  would  be  enabled  to  go  on.  At  the  fame  time 
he  voted  moft  cordially  for  the  prefent  meafure.  The  mer- 
chants of  Liverpool  had  a  better  claim  than  thofe  of  London, 
as  they  were  fo  intimately  conncSed  with  the  manufaflures 
of  the  country,  and  many  of  them  fent  out  goods  on  their 
own  account,  which  was  not  the  pradice  with  the  mer<* 
chants  of  London. 

Mr.  Bryan  Edwards  explained,  and  faid  that  what  he 
meant  was,  that  the  merchants  of  London  could  not  go  on 
yrithout  aid  one  way  or  other,  and  he  hinted  that  the  Bank 
'would  come  forward  liberally«  as  they  ought  on  fuch  an  oc-« 
cafion,  to  fupport  credit.  The  merchants  who  haddifpofed 
of  their  fugar,  might  not  feel  the  preffure  fo  fcverely  as 
thofe  who  had  not,  and  perhaps  the  hon.  Gentleman  was 
9mong  the  former. 

Mr.  Manning  faid,  that  be  had  a  great  quantity  of  fugar 
unfold,  no  lc&  than  j6ooo  hoglheads,  and  with  others  ex* 
perienced  the  preffure. 

Colonel  Gajcoyne  obferved,  that  the  merchants  of  Liverpool 
could  not  have  the  various  accommodations  to  which  the  mer- 
chants of  London  had  accefs,  particularly  the  accommoda- 
tion which  the  Bank  could  afford. 

Mr.  Dent  fupported  the  meafure  on  the  fame  ground  with 
Colonel  Gafcoyne  and  Mr.  Edwards. 

Colonel  Tori  entertained  doubts  as  to  the  policy  of  Par* 
{iaqient  interfering  ii\  the  commercial  tranfa£tions  of  indi-r 

viduals* 
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viduals.  Cafes  might  occur  of  merchants  pafhing  their  fpe- 
dilations  beyond  their  capital  on  the  calculation  of  having 
their  credit  boldcred  op  by  application  to  Parliament,  Ic 
ivas  faid  that  the  p]anters  were  not  concerned  in  any  fpecu- 
lation  that  could  have  produced  the  prtfent  Ibgnation.  But 
ought  they  not  to  have  torefeen  that  the  market  would  be  over- 
flocked,  and  that  tlie  Americans  and  other  foreigners  would 
.compete  with  us  in  the  markets.  He  did  not  fee  cither  why 
the  merchants  fliould  have  engaged  to  anfwer  bills  upon  them 
in  fuch  circumftances,  and  torefeeing  fuch  events.  He  did 
pox  pretend  to  fpeak  with  accurate  information  on  thefe  af<- 
fairs,  but  thefe  conHderations  had  ft  ruck  his  mind.  With 
refpiid  to  the  natural  right  which  the  colonies  had  tb  carry 
their  produce  to  any  market  they  pleafed,  it  was  not  a  proper 
time  tor  the  difcuflion  of  fuch  a  queftion,  but  he  conceived 
that  the  right  of  the  colonies  to  difpofe  of  their  produce  mu(t 
be  fubordinatie  to,  and  directed  by  thofe  of  the  mother  coun- 
try, with  which  indeed  thofe  of  the  colonies  werp  jnfeparaUy 
Conneded  and  dependent. 

Mr«  Nlcholls  fupported  the  meafure  ;  his  principal  argu? 
ment  was,  that  by  taking  oiF  the  drawback  we  had  in  aeon-* 
fiderable  degree  taken  away  the  foreign  market.  He  con* 
fidered  the  taking  off  the  drawback  as  a  fair  experiment,  but 
fiill  Parliament  was  bound  in  a  particular  mantier  to  remedy 
theinconveniencies  which  had  refulted  from  it. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  the  Houfe  could 
not  conftder  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  market  as  deciding  on 
the  experiment  of  taking oif  the  drawback;  the  ftoppage  of 
the  demand  at  Hamburgh  from  the  caufes  mentioned  by  f?« 
veral  gentlemen,  and  the  failures  there,  had  with  other  caufc$ 
created  an  embarraifmenty  and  it  might  be  prudcAt  to  revife 
the  law  which  takes  off  the  drawback,  and  to  reftore  it  for  ^ 
limited  time ;  and  Vrhile  the  price  remained  under  an  amount 
to  be  fpecificd.  He  like  wife  intended  this  evening  to  propofe 
another  refofution,  to  permit  Sugar  to  be  warehoufed  under  a 
bond  for  the  payment  of  the  Duties. 

Sir  ff^illiam  Pulteney  was  of  opinion,  that  taking  ^fF  the 
drawback  may  have  been  one  of  the  caufes  of  the  prefent 
(lagnaiion  in  the  fale  of  fugarSf  as  it  encouraged  foreign  na^ 
tions  to  endeavour  to  rival  us  in  the  market.  He  thought  it 
proper  to  make  the  experiment,  though  it  certainly  might 
have  occafioned  the  etnbarraflment  now  felt.  Helikewifc 
approved  of  the  propofal  to  allow  fugars  to  be  warehouQsd  oi> 
(feood:  it  was  an  accomnwlation  which  would  be  no  lefs  ad-^ 

vantageotM 
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vantageous  to  the  public  than  to  the  merchant,  as  it  tended  ' 
to  encourage  produce  and  thereby  fecure  a  fupply  at  a  reafoa- 
.  able  price.  He  approved  of  the  meafure  for  the  relief  of 
the  merchants  of  Liverpool:  the  public  intereil  was  ma- 
terially concerned  in  it ;  for  bankruptcies  in  any  pact  of  the 
country  would  be  felt  in  every  part,  and  through  the  whole 
arch  of  commerce. 

The  refolution  moyed  by  Colonel  Gafcoyne  was  then 
agreed  to ;  the  Houfe  was  refumed,  and  the  report  ordered  to 
be  received  the  next  day. 

The  Chancellor  of  ihe  Exchequer  dated,  that  his  hon.  Friend 
Mr.  Dundas,  would  make  his  promifed  motion  refpe&iog  a 
deceafed  Officer,  the  next  day. 

In  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  propofed  a  refolution  for 
equalling  the  duties  on  Molafles,  and  permitting  the  Diftillar- 
tion  from  Molafles  and  certain  Mnds  of  Sugar.  The  refolu* 
lion  was  agreed  to* 

He  moyed  another  refolution  for  permitting  Sugars  to  be 
warehoufed  on  Bond,  for  the  payment  of  Duties,  which 
was  likewife  agreed  to. 

A  third  refolution,  to  allow  a  Drawback  on  the  Exporta** 
tton  of  Sugar,  when  the  price  is  below  ^  rate  to  be  fixed,  was 
likewife  agreed  to. 

The  Houfe  was  refunded,  and  the  report  to  be  received  the 
next  day,  preparatory  to  the  bringing  ii^  of  Pills  to  carry  the 
obje6ls  into  effed. 

The  Scots  Diftillery  Bill  was  read  a  fecond  time. 

The  Expiring  Laws  Bill  was  rea4  a  firft  time. 

The  bill  for  iflliing  three  millions  of  Sxche^uer  Bills  was 
read  a  fi|(Bl  time. 

The  Houfe  went  into  a  Committee  on  the  Income  Bill, 
and  a  refolution  for  amending  certaii>  parts  of  it  propofed, 
a^eed  to,  and  reported.     Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 

•  THURSDAY,    OCT*   3. 

Their  Lordfliips  met,  and  after  reading  fome  papeft,  ad- 
journed. ■    X 

•  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

THURSDAY,    OCTOBER  3. 

^r.  Lujhington  brought  up  a  bill  for  allowing  the  Mer- 
chants of  St.  Vincent  and  Grenada  further  time  for  paying 
Vol.  I.  1799.  N  the 
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the  inftallmcnts  on  their  loan,  whjch  was  read  a  firft  timei 
and  ordtred  to  be  read  a  fcccnd  time  the  next  day.  * ' 

Mr.  Bragge  brought  up  the  Rcjports  of  the  Committees  on 
the  Army  Eltitnates  atid  of  Ways  and  Mean's,  which  wis 
agreed  to,  and  bills  ordered. 

•  Mr.  Pierhpiint  brought  pp  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
for  raifmg  the  fum  of  500,00^  1  by  Eikchequer  Bills,  as  ft 
loan  forlhe  accommodation  of  the  Sugar  Merchants  of  Li- 
verpool and  Lancafter. 

The  Houfe  having  refolved  Jtfelf  into  a  Committee,  to 
coiifidei^  of  the  Duties  on  Diflill^d  Spirits,  ^ 
<    The  Chanielhr  df  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  wiflied  to  propofe 
a  refolution,  the  objet!t  of  which  would  be  no  equalize  the 
Duties  on  Spirits  dittil)ed*froiti  Barley  dndMolaffes,'  by  low- 
ering that  of  th^  latter.     He  thercfore'moved,  thai  the  Duty 
of  4id.  payable  on  every  gallon  of  Molafles  intended  to  be 
"diftilied  into  Spirits,  doceafe  and  determine. '  'Agreed  to.    ' 
Mr.  Bragge  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Commit tec,.con- 
tainingrefolutions  for  allowing  the  Drawback  on  Sugar  ex- 
ported, and  for'warehoufing  Sugai*  imported.     The  latttft 
refolution  was  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered    And  the  Houfe 
thiernrcrolvfcditfelf  rnto  a  Comtrttttee  to  recbnfider  the  firft 
refolution,  which  was  pofiponed,  ^nd  the  following,  on  thb 
motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  was  adoptedC- 
*«  That  fhe  Drawba'dcs  tafkcn  off  by  the  Act  of  the  26th  of 
the  King,  and  by  the  Ad  of  laft  Seilion,   (hould  be  allowed 
on  Sugars  exported  whenever  the  fame  (hould  be  under  a  cei^ 
tain  price.'*     The'  fe(bIution  teing  reported  to  the  Houfe, 
it  was  agreed  to,  and  a  Bill  ordered;        ,  '  •  ' 

•    ThcThree  Million  Exchequer  Bill  was  read  a  fecond  time. 
The  Scotch  Diilillery  Bill  was  committed,  and  ordered  tb 

be  read  a  third  time  the  next  day.  ^       *       ^ 

»  Mr.  Rofi  brought  up  a  bill  for  amending  the  Income  A6H 
which  was  read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  tp  be  read  a  fecou4 

time  the  next  day.  .         .      v      « 

t    '•  ■    CORW. 

The  Houfe  having  refolved  itfclf  into  a  Committee  tocon- 
f^der  of  the  Exportation  and  Importation  of  Corn,  and  his 
Majcffy's  order  of  Council  being  referred  to  the  fame,  '     * 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ftated,  that  the  Executive 
Government  was  to  have  no  (hare  whatever  in  any  fpeciila- 
tion  relative  to  the  importation  of  Corn  into  this  kingdom, 
but  had  refolved  to  leave  it  entirely  to  private  individuals.  'He 
wilhe^  however,  that  the  merchants  ihould  know  the  extent 

*       J         '    .  .  .        V         ♦        ^  ..  .  .<«.  »  (J* 
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of  the  periQd  during  which  they  might  be  fafc  in  making 
their  fpcculations :  and  for  that  reafon  he  would  fix  upon  the 
2oih. ot  September  next  year,  as  the  time  beyond  which  thai 
bounty  on  importation  inould  not  be  continued,  A  refolu- 
tion  to  this  eiFcut  was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  ue  reported 
the  next  day. 

THE  LATE  EARL  HOWE. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas^  purfuant  to  the  notice  which  he 
had  given,  rofe  to  make  a  motion  iu  which  he  was  furc  every 
l^ember  of  that  Houfe  would  moft  heartily  concur.     On  the 
death  of  the  late  Lord  Howe,  he  believed  he  could  fay  willl 
truth,  that  a  general  fentunent  prevailed  all  over  the  country, 
that  fo  diftinguifhed  a  character  (h'oufd  not  go  out  of  the 
world  without  fomo  teftimony  being  manitcfted  on  the  part 
of  the  country,  of  the  high  regard  which  they  had  entertain- 
ed for  him.     In  various  circumUances  his  Majefty  had  at 
different  times,  rewarded  the  fervices  of  his  great  Naval  and 
Itlilitary  Commanders^  by  conYerrine  on  them  inarks  of  his 
favour,  which   were  more  honourable  than  any  pecuhlary 
rewards  could  be.    feut  in  order  that  fucH  honours  might  not 
be  a  burthen  to  thofe  oh  whom  they  were  conferred,   it  re- 
iTiained  for  that  Houfe  to  grant  them  the  means  of  maintain- 
Jng.ihat  rank  which  they  had   fo  well  merited.     The  noble 
!Lord  of  whom  he  was  fpeaking  had  been  advanced  to  a  feat 
in  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament  \  but  the  prefent  (ItuationL 
othis  family  was  fiich,  that  there  was  no  occafion  for  the 
Houfe  to  excrcife  its  generofity  in*  the  manner  it  had  felt  it 
neceflary  to  do  for  others.     There  was  only  one  way,  then, 
by  which  It  could  man'ifeft  its  regard  to  the  memory  of  this 
rfiflinguifbed  Officer,  whofe  name  would  be  handed  downi 
with  honour  and  admiration  to  the  remoteft  periods  of  time* 
It  muft  afford  a  peculiar  confolatioh  to  the  family  of  this 
noble  Lord,  when  they  fhould  perceive  that  his  merits  were 
not  forgotten  by  the  Public  after  his  death      And  to  all  thofe 
pofTeding  the   manly  and  generous  feelings  which  dv.elt  ia 
tfie  bread  of  tha»  noble  Lord,  the  prefent  tribute  of  gratitude 
from  the  Public  m6ft  be  highly  gratifying,  and  mtiil  excite 
in  them  a  noble  emulation  to  imitate  fo  great  an  example. 
Tibis  tribute  wa^  no  more  than  a  nionument  to  the  memory 
of  Lord. Howe:  and  his  i^afon  for  propofing  that  it  flipuld  be 
ere   .ed  in  Sr.  Paul's  was,  l^rcaule  that  was  the  place  where, 
in  the  prefchce  of  his  Majefty,  the  colours  which  vvere  the 
tfo^>hics  of  his  glorious  vi^^ory  of  the  firft  of  June,  had  been 
depofited>  oh  the  day  tif hen  his  Majefty  and  thcRoyal  Fa-* 

N  a  mily 
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mily  went  in  proceffion  to  that  church,  in  order  to  return 
thanks  for  our  naval  viSories.  He  then  moved,  «  That  an 
humble  addrefs  be  prefeuted  to  his  Majedyy  praying  that  his 
Majefty  would  be  gracioufly  plcafcd  to  give  dired\ions  that  a 
monument  be  crcdted  in  the  Cathedral  Church  of  St.  Paul, 
to  the  memory  of  the  late  Admiral  Earl  Howe,  with  an  in- 
fcription  expreffiVe  of  the  fenfe  which  the  Public  entertain- 
ed g{  his  great  fervices  during  the  courfe  of  a  long  and  diftin- 
guidied  life  ;  and  particularly  of  the  brilliant  and  glorious 
vISory  which  he  obtained  over  the  French  fleet,  on  the  firft 
of  June  1794 :  and  that  thatrHoufe  would  defray  theexpence 
attending  the  ereSion  of  the  fame."  Agreed  to,  mm,  con^ 
The  Addrefs  was  ordered  to  be  drawn  up  and  pirefented 
by  fuch  Gentlemen  as  are  Members  of  his  Majefty's  Privy 
Council* 

Mr.  Dundas  intimated  that  the  next  day  he  would  move 
that  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  be  given  to  f.ord  Mornington 
for  his  fervices  in  India, 

Purfuant  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  bill  for  enabling 
the  Commiflioners  of  Exchequer  to  ifluc  three  millions  of 
Exchequer  Bills  on  the  CuRom  Houfe  Duties  was  read  a 
fecond  time,  and  committed  for  the  next  day. 

The  Houfe  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  tjpon  the 
Scotch  Diftillery  Bill,  which  underwent  fome  trifling  al- 
terations, and  the  Report  was  ordered  to  be  received  the 
next  day. 

The  Committee  on  the  Bill  for  renewing  Expiring  Laws 
pafled,  the  Army  and  Navy  Sedudion  Bill,  and  the  Corn  Ex- 
portation and  Importation  Bill.  Upon  the  latter,  the  Chan-* 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  intimated  that  he  wiflied  it  to  beun- 
derflood  that  Government  did  not  intend  to  take  the  trouble  or 
the  ri(k  of  engaging  in  any  concern  of  importing  corn  to  this 
country*  He  made  this  intimation  becaufe,  from  the  unfa* 
vourable  feafon,  it  was  fuppofed  that  it  would  be  necelTary  to 
import  corn  to  this  country,  and  becaufe  he  wiflied  free  fcope 
might  be  given  to  mercantile  fpeculation,  which  might  be 
reftrained  were  it  fuppofed  that  Government  would  take  any 
part  in  fupplying  any  demand  which  might  occur.  This  inti«« 
mation  was  to  extend  till  the  20th  of.September  next, 

A  bill  was  brought  in  for  amending  an  zGt  paffed  laft  Seflioit 
of  Parliament  levying  a  certain  (um  by  a  tax  upon  Income 
for  defraying  the  expence  of  the  war*    It  was  read  a  firft 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  the  next  daj. 
Adjourned*     • 

HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

FRIDAY,    OCT.  4, 
WAR  IN  INDIA. 

Lord  GrenvilUf  immediately  after  prayers  were  over,  fofe. 
to  make  the   motion  for  the  difcuflion   of  which  he  had. 
moved  that  their  Lordfhips  be  fummoned.     The  taflc  he  had 
undertaken  to  perform  he  perfe£lly  felt  to  be  as  arduous  as 
it  was  fatisfaflory,  and  he  had  only  to  lament  his  inability  to 
4pany  thing  like  judice  to  the  claims  of  fuperior  merit  and 
unrivalled  fervices,  which  he  had  that  day  ,to  recommend  ta 
the  attention  of  their  Lordfliips,  and  to  the  gratitude  of  the 
nation  at  large.     In  his  endeavours  to  difcharge .  the  duty, 
he  had  impofed  upon  himfelf,  he  would  begin  by  tracing, 
the  origin  and  progrefs,  and  marking  the  event  of  a  war' 
which  had  been,  embarked  in  after  repeated  and  anxious  zu 
tempts  at  ainicable  negotiation  had  proved  unavailing^  andr 
which  terminated  in  the  total  annihilation  of  a  power  that 
had  perfidioufly  planned  every  meafure  of  mifchief  and, 
hoftility  againu  the  Brhifh  interei^s  in  India,  of  which  it 
had  meditated  the  extindion,  by  combining  with  our  mod 
powerful  and  inveterate  foe  to  eiFc£l  our  total  expulfion  from 
that  country.     It  was  alfo  his  ta(k,  ^a  tafk  which  he  had 
un^^rtaken  with  peculiar  delight)  to  call  their  LordOiips*  at*, 
teiflion   to  the  merits  of  thofe  by  whofe   vigilance  thefe' 
menaced  mifchiefs  were  averted,  and  by  whofe  courage  and ' 
energy  the  moll  glorious  triumphs  wqre  achieved.     He  was  ' 
thoroughly  fenfible  how  inadequate  he  was  to  the  perform-  ^ 
ance  of  fuch  a  tafk,  and  how  (hort  every  the  moft  forcible ' 
exprcflion  muft  fall  of  the  public  merits  and  fervices  which'. 
diuinguifhed  the  names  and  exertions  of  thofe  to  whom  ho 
intended  to  inove  the  thanks  of  their  Lordfliips,     Nor  did  he 
imagine  that  the  great  degree  of  intimacy  and  friendthlp  in' 
which,  without  the  lead  interruption,  he  had  paited  his  life 
with  the  prefent  Governor-General  oJF  Bengal,  could  in  the 
leaft  tend  to  weaken  the  faint  tribute  of  praife  which  he  ' 
was  anxious  to  pay  to  his  very  fignal  deferts.  In  attempting 
the  panegyric  of  that  diftinguiflied,  noble  Lord,  he  obeyed 
the  call  of  his  public  duty,  and  of  the  gratitude  of  the  pyb« 
lie,  full  as  much  as  any  private  propenfity,  and  fo  far  from 
fearing  any  danger-that  what  he  (hould  fay,  might  be  im* 

5>uted  to  the  prejudice  of  his  private  friendfhip,  he  v^as  con« 
dous,  that  the  higheft  drain  of  eulogy  in  which  he  could ' 
indulge  would  but  very  inadequately  reprefent  the  talents  and 
jrirtues  which  he  had  fo  long  loved  and  admired  They  hap- 
pily. 
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pJiy,  however,  loudly  fpoke  for  themfelves,  thy  were  now 
known  to  their  Lordlhips  aVid  the  country,  having  evincecf 
themfelves  in  adlions,  the  refult  of  which  has  proved  fo  glo* 
rious  and  fo  fcrviccable  to  the  country.  A  detail  of  thcfe 
a£tions  might  be  deemed  necelfary  to  (hew  the  extent  apd 
fblicfity  of  tfiefe  ferviccs,  and  the  wifdom  and  honour  of  thofe 
by  whom  they  were  performed. 

•  His  Lofdmip  then  entered  into  an  hiftorical  retrofped  of* 
the  lime  and  manner  in  which  Lord  Mornrngton  had  under-' 
taken  a  general  and  uncontroulcd   f^jperintendance  over  the 
Britilh  dominions  in  India.     On  his  arrival  fn  India.  Lprci* 
iWornington  found  the  Princes  of  the  country  at  peace  with** 
<Jur  India  Coi^ipany,  but  that  peace  was  hot  to  lie  of  long  du- 
ration.    Their  Lordfhips  were  well   acquainted  wnth  the 
great  efforts  that  had  been  made  by  Frahce  to  fit  out  the  for- 
inidable  dxpedltion  which  failed  from  TouI<jn,  nor  was  any/ 
n^an  here  ignorant  of  itsdeftination  and  ob  eel ;  it  meditated 
hbfttlity  and   deftruVion   to  the   Britilh  Empire  in    India, 
"Which  France  aimed  at  effefting  hy  gaining  over  fome  of  the 
native  powers  to  co* operate  in  her  plans.     Tippoo  Sultaun 
was  the  firft  atid  the  moft  eager  fo  go  every  length  to  derive 
advantage  from  that  Expedition,  and  to  lend  it  every  a/filf- * 
ahcc  iu  his  power.     For  this  puipofe  he  fcnt  an  embafly  to 
the  Ifle  of  Fjancc,  not  with  a  view  to  complain  of  ^y 
grievance,  or  to  foliclt  any  rcdrefs,  or  to  prefer  ariy  caja- 
plaint,  hut  to  encourage  and  urge  the  attempts  of  the  French, 
and  embark  himfelf  in  the  defign,  for  our  utter  expulfion 
from  our  India  poffeflions  ;  fuch  was  his  perfidious  condu£l 
tpwards  thofe  fronj  whom  he  had  fo  frequently  experienced 
the  utmoA  forbearance,  the  molt  unparalleled  magnanimity; 
The  motivei^  of  this  embafly  Tippoo  did  not  endeavour  to 
conceal.     They  were  avowedly  an  attachment' to  the  caufe 
of  the  French  Republic — hatred  and  hoftiliiy  to  the  intereflis 
of  England      His  letters,  addreifed  not  only  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Ifle  of  France,  but  to  the  Execgtive  DireSory^ 
of  France,  openly  invited  them  to  conclude  an  offcnfive  and 
defeniive  alliance  with  him,  and  offered  to  fubfldize  whatever 
troops  France  tnight  furnifh  him  with,  to  ehablc  him  to 
coiiimence  hoftiiiiies  againft  the  BritiQi  forces,  and  by  their 
joint  efforts  and  co-operation  to  realize  the  ardent  anxiety 
which  he  felt  of  expelling  the  Brittfh  nation  froiri  India. 
The  firft  notic6  which  Lord  Mornington  received  of  this 
pr<»po(cd  alliance,  was  in  the  month  of  June,   1798,  and 
coupling  it  with  the  informkatioh  he  had  likewife  received  of 
*  the 
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jiic  naval  expedition  which   failed  from  Toulon,  he  imtlic* 
diately  took  every  meafure  which  prudence  could  fuggeft. 
and  adivity  and  decifion  could  enforce.     On  the   iBth  of 
June,  1798,    the  Governor  General  received  an  authentic 
account  of  the  proclamation  that  had  been  ifTued  in  the  Ifle  of 
France,  and  of  the  defign  which   that  proclamation  unfold- 
ed and  was  calculated  to   realize.     He   then    formed  the 
refolution,    a  refohition  evidently   fpringing  from    wifdom 
and  forefight,  not  to  await,  but  to  anticipate  the  attack  of 
the  enemy.     He  accordingly  difpatched  orders  to  the  Go* 
vernors  of  Madras  and  Bombay,  to  prepare  for  the  event, 
and  fo  forward  were  the  preparations,  that  a  decifive  blow 
was  (truck  even  that  year.     Great  doubts  and  difficulties 
however  arofe  in  aifembling  the  army  at  Madras,  and  it  was 
much  feared  that  long  before  it  was  in  readinefs  to  a6t,  Tip- 
poo's  alarms  might  be  excited,  which  would  deteat  all  the 
meafures  which  the  Governor  General  was  concerting.     N<* 
lituation  conld'be  more  critical,  or  more  full  of  perplexing 
anxiety,    than   that  in  which  Lord  Mornington  was  then 
placed — to  await  the  danger  with  his  eves  open  to  its  ap- 
proach, would  be  a  flagrant  negle^  of  his  duty  ;  to  attempt 
to  avert  it  by  a  fudden  and  abrppt  attack,  Teemed  to  the 
mod  experienced  military  men  a  meafure  of  very  doubtful 
>nd  hazardous  iifue  ;  fuch  was  the  trying  dilemma  in  which 
|he  Governor  Getieral  was  entangled,  and  whatever  fide  he 
was  to  embrace,  he  felt  that  he  itiufl  incur  |he  whole  of  the 
tefponfibility.     The  co-operation  he  wa?  toexpefl  from  the 
native  powers  in  alliance  with  Great  Britain,  was  either 
tioiibtful,  or  of  little  advantage.     By  the  treaties  entered  'uvo 
by  Lord  Cornwall  is,  the  Mahrattas,  and  the  Nizuai   hid 
engaged  to  furnilh  their  affiftance  whenever  he  ihould  zSL 
hoitilley  to  the  Britilh.    The  Mahrattas,  however,  were  ren- 
dered unable  to  aiFord  any  fubltantial  aiiiilance  from  internal 
diflentions,  though  their  good  will  was  pot  to  be  called  in 
qtieftion.  The  abtence  of  their  fupport  arofe  from  real  and  un- 
difletnbled  inability.  From  the  co-operation  of  the  Nizam,  lit- 
tleor  nothing  could  b^  expeded  ,  his  councils  and  army  were 
at  that  period  under  the  influence  of  a  Prench  fadlion,  and 
two  French  oflicers   were   at  the  head  6f  the  fepoys  in  the 
Nizam's  fervice,  and  indeed  the  whole  of  his  inilitary  force 
was  at  the  difpofal  of  the  French  officers.     The  afpefl  of 
thefe  difficulties  created  neither  defpondency  or  fear  in  the 
heart  of  the  Governor  General  ;  he,  on  the  contrary,  adopt- 

^  the  mod  fpiritqd  and  degfiVe  ipeafur^?^)  an  armed  force 

V''     .,    •«        •       •  •    •«•      •'• '    •'    ••  was 
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jfru  immediately  difpatched  inid  the  territories  of  the  Ntzam^ 
the  French  army  was  not  only  furrounded  and  made  pri- 
foners;  but  a  new  treaty  was  concluded  with  the  Nizam, 
by  which  the  difpofal  of  his  forces  were  put  into  the  hands  of 
the  BritiOiy  and  that  very  army  which  had  been  raifcd  and 
ideftiuad.4o  attack  them»    was   immediately  ttirned  againft 
the  enemy.     What  could  difplay  greater  ability,  than  this 
pafterly  manoeuvre?    but  if  it  was  great  in  ability,   how 
tnuc^  more  ufeful  was  it   in  its  confquences,    which  fo 
powerfully  pontfibuted  to  our  fubfequent  fuccelFes,  by  plac- 
ing us  in  a  fituation  to  fruftrate  all  the  plans,  and  defeat  all 
the  attacks  that  had  been  meditated  againft  us.     Till  that 
was  accompliihed  nothing  was  fafe  ;  but  as  foon  as  it  was 
atchieyed  a  negociation  was  opened.  Lord  Mornington  was 
pot  unmindful  that  it  was  the  beft  pqlicy  to  remain  contented 
ifffith  our  fituation  in  India ;  to  offend  no  power  by  our  en- 
icroachments,  or  give  umbrage  to  them  by  any  plan  of  am- 
bition or  aggrandifement ;  but  faithfully  and  punfiually  to 
iobferve  the  »ith  of  exiting  treaties.     Such,  indeed,  was  the 
nature  and  tendency  of  the  orders  under  which  as  Governor 
General  he  was  bounc)  to  ad.    )ie  had,  however,  ample  juf- 
fiikation  for  purfuing  an  oppoflte  plan,  for  what  more  clear 
and  undifguifed  (ioftility  (e:ou14  there  be  than  that  which  he 
experienced  from  ttiofe  who  would  ncgociate  with  our  worft 
enemy  for  our  ruin,  and  enter  into  offenfive  alliance  with 
)iim'for  our  deftrudion:  Who  flood  forward  in  military  ar- 
ray againft  our  troops,  and  who  aflumed,  if  not  the  meafures 
of  adual  hoftility,  at  the  leaft  the  attitude  of  hoflile  prepara* 
lion  and  menace ;  who  propofed  to  France,  that  if  (he  would 
fuccour  them  with  a  military  force  from  Europe,  they  would 
favour  their  landing  at  Porto-novo;  they  would  lead  them 
into  the  heart  of  the  Dutch  territories,  into  which  they  were 
teady  to    penetrate  themfeives,    and   co-operate  v^ith  the 
French  arms,  in  expelling  us  from  every  foot  of  ground,  and 
£very  trace  of  our  dominion  in  India?  Nor  was  it  againfb 
fhe  Britifl)  eftablifliments  alone    that  they  concerted  this 
hoftile  attack,  but  alfo  againft  thofe  of  Portugal,  on  account 
of  her  alliance  with  Qreat  Britain.     In  the  ftorming  of  that 
capital,  where  thefe  machinations  were  hatched  againft  us. 
and  in  the  fall  o^  that  power  w^o  a£led  fuch  a  perfidious  part 
againft  us,  not  only  therefore  great  military  (kill  and  talent 
have  been  exerted  and  difplaycd,  but  the  moft  confummate 
wifdom  and  firmnefs,  and  the  moft  fober  juftice  had  been 
evinced.    With  this  crafty  and  perfidious  power  Lord  Morn- 

ingto.^ 
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ington  hady  however,  propofed  to  open  a  negociation,  evea 
when  Tippoo  was  doing  all  the  evil  and  mifchief  in  his 
power,  without  uttering  one  word  of  grievance  or  complaint. 
NoMyiihftanding  his  flagrant  violations  of  all  faith  towards 
the£ngli(h  Government,  Lord  Mornington  ftill  repeated  and 
renewed  his  offers  to  remove  every  caufe  of  difference  an(jl 
difaffedion*  jf  any  really  exifted.      The   whole  of  thefe 
patient  and  pacific  offers  were  received  either  with  fullen 
filence  or  ftudied  duplicity,  and  at  lad  with  open  prepara* 
tions  of  hoftile  aggreflion.    When  1  ippoo  faw  the  ruin  he  was 
drawing  down  upon  his  own  head,  his  inveterate  and  ran<- 
corous  animofity  fuggeded  to  his  wicked  imagination,  that  he 
already  faw  the  gigantic  plan  of  the  French  Republic  on  the 
eve  of  being  realized,  and  that  the  hour  was  come  for  the 
fubverfion  and  downfall  of  the  Britifh  dominions  in  India. 
He  was  alfo  anxious  to  gain  time,  and  defer  (he  meafures 
that  were  taken  againft  him,  in  order  that  the  feafon  of  the 
year  might  intervene,  and  allow  time  to  receive  the  fuccours 
with  which  he  was  to  co-operate  in  our  overthrow.    But  was 
it  not  unneced'aryythe  noble  Lord  obferved,.  to  dwell  any  longer 
on  thefe  details  ;  or  on  the  wifdom,  firmnefs  and  found  po- 
licy of  the  meafures  adopted  by  the  Governor  General,  who 
months  after  months  had  made  propofals  for  negociation  to 
an  enemy,  who  inflead  of  a  fincere  defire  to  eflablifh  peace, 
was  fccreily  endeavouring  to  difable  and  dcflroy  us  ?  And  if, 
after  thefe  repeated  provocations,  and  avowed  preparations 
for  hoAilities,  his  Noble  Friends  had  refolved  upon  ofFenfive 
•perations,    it  was   eafy  to  relieve  the  Governor  General 
from  all  refponfibility  for  his  condu6l;  a  conduct  which, 
^  when  rightly  viewed  and  appreciatcxl,  will  be  difcovered  not 

^  only  to  have  averted  the  formidable  perils  and  ruin  which 

hung  over  our  Indian  Empire,  but  moreover  eRablifhed  it  on 
a  bafis  of  more  permanent  fecuriiy  than  it  ever  before  enjoyed. 
He  tnilled  their  Lordlhips  (hared  with  him  in  the  fcnfe  he 
felt  of  thefe  folid  and  memorable  atchievements,  and  that 
•  they  would  unite  with  him  in  exprcfUng  the  thanks  which 
he  had  to  propofe,  and  which  fuch  fignal  fervivcs  fo  juflly 
and  fo  imperioufly  called  for.  There  was  one  point  more, 
and  that  a  very  ftriking  one,  to  which  he  would  beg  leave  to 
advert,  and  that  was  the  judicious  manner  in  which  the  Go* 
veroor  General  had  proceeded  to  compofe  and  reconcile  all 
the  jarring  and  difcordant  opinions  which  foinierly  prevailed 
among  the  fervants  of  the  India  Company.  In  this  he  fuc* 
ceeded  by  a  wife  and  temperate  ufe  of  the  folc  controuling 
power  with  which  he  was  invefted  ;  and  a  greater  and  more 
Vol.  I.  1799*  O  rcfmcd 
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refined  fatisfadion  arofe  in  his  bread  from  obferving  this 
falutary  eiFe£^,  when  he  perceived  that  this  jar  and  difcord 
of  fentiment  were  filenced,  not  merely  by  the  intcrpofition 
fef  this  fuperior  controiil,  but  by  an  appeal  to  the  wifdom 
and  good  fenfc  of  the  diTFereni  G<»V(.Tnors.  Among  them  the 
Condii£l  of  Lord  Clive  (toed  pccnliariv  eminent,  and  refleded  ^ 
the  greateft  honour  on  his  heart  and  head.  The  noble  Lord 
fpurning  all  linle  jealoiifies  and  all  fuggtftions  of  mortified 
pride  when  obliged  to  floop  to  fuperior  power,  has  not  only 
cxprelfed  a  very  decided  opitiion,  iniavour  of  the  propriety 
of  the  meafiires  purfued  by  the  Governor  General,  but  by  his 
zeal  and  fpirit  had  principally  contributed  to  fromote  the 
views,  and  fccure  the  benefits  which  the  adoption  of  thefe 
meafures  had  in  contemplation.  The  fame  fpirit  guided 
the  conduct,  and  animated  the  exertions  of  the  Governor 
of  Bombay.  Mr.  Duncan,  who  equally  concurred  in  for- 
warding  the  etids  of  the  Earl  of  Mornington,  and  in  fecur- 
ing  the  fupport  of  the  Englilh  Government  and  Eftablilh- 
ments.  In  confequence  of  thefe  wife,  fpirit td,  and  well- 
concerted  meafures,  when  the  army  was  put  in  motion,  it 
evidently  appeared  to  be  compofed  of  troops  the  beft  difci- 
plined  and  appointed  of  any  that  was  ever  collcvfted  in  India. 
The  event,  indeed,  beft  (hews  the  zeal  and  fpirit,  the  cou- 
rage and  intrepidity  with  which  it  glowed,  and  by  which  all 
its  movements  were  dircfted.  '  It  was  not  his  intention  to 
attjempt  detailing  its  different  operations,  or  the  fucceffcs 
•with  which  they  were  crowned.  He  could  not,  however, 
forbear  mentioning  the  gallant  aflion  of  the  6th  of  March, 
when  a  fmall  divillon  of  the  Britiih  army  attacked  and 
defeated  a  powerful  and  numerous  ft)rce  of  the  enemy, 
and  by  that  vi6lory  laid  the  ground  of  .the  fubfequent  fuc- 
cefsful  ai^i'.ns  which  were  clofed  by  that  final  and  brilliant 
event  which  was  brought  about  by  an  army  compofed  almoft 
entirely  of  Europeans,  who,  during  the  intenfe  heat  of  the 
day,  attacked  and  look  by  alfault,  one  of  the  ftrongett  for- 
treifes  that  exilts,  and  in  the  fpacc  of  two  hours  made 
themfdves  maflers  of  the  capital  of  the  moll  implacable 
and  perfidious  foe,  whom  the  Britiih  intcre(ts  had  to  dread 
in  India.  Thefe  were  atchievemcnts  which  baifled  all  de- 
fcription,  and  foared  above  all  praife  ;  he  would  not,  ihere- 
fore,  attempt  a  word  more  in  their  comtnendation.  He 
trurtcd  that  the  Houfe  was  convinced  of  the  merits  of  the 
Governor  General,  and  of  fliofe  who  ailed  imder  him  on  this 
glorious  occafion,  as  he  was,  and  he  therefore  did  not  doubt  of 
their  mod  cordial  concurrence  in  the  vote  which  he  would 

have 
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have  the  honour  to  prc7pofe.  Whatever  he  might  have 
omitted  to  throw  light  upon  the  operations  he  had  been  dc- 
fcribing  would  be  found  in  the  papers  on  their  Lordlhips* 
table,  which  they  would  obferve,  were  written  with  the 
fame  fpirit  and  ability  with  which  were  accomplifticd  the 
glorious  events  they  fo  forcibly  record.  His  Lordftiip  theh 
concluded  by  moving  the  following  Refohitions : 

That  the  thanks  of  this  Hoiife  be  given  to   the   right 
honourable  Richard  Lord  IVelifJIey^    Eurl  of  Mornington  in 
the  kingdom    of    Irelardy    and   Governor   General   of    thte 
Brlnjh  :  offcfTions  in  the  Err/f  IrtdieSy  for   the  wifdom,  de- 
ctfion»  and  energy,  with  which  he  difcharged  the  arduous 
duties  of  his  (lation  fr(>m  the  time  of  his  taking  upon  him 
the  laid  government  to  the  glorious  termination  of  the  late 
war  by  the  capture  of  Serirrgaf^atam ;  during  which  period, 
by  oppoHng  to  the  perfidy  of  the  late  Sultan  of  Mypre  an 
uniform  moderation,  dignity,  and  firmnefs,  and  by  counter- 
tding  with  equal  promptitude  and  ability  the  dangerous  in- 
trigues arrd  ptoje^s  of  the  Frr  .ch,  particularly  by  deftroying 
iheir  power  and  influence  in  the  De-an^  he  prepared  the  way 
for  the  rapid  and  brilliant  operations  carried  on  under  his 
fuperintendance  and  direAion,  the  refult  of  which  has  finaHy 
difappointed  all  the  defigns  of  our  enemies  in  that  quarter, 
«m1  has  eftablifhed,  on  a  bafis.  of  permanent  fecurity,  the 
tranquillity  and  profperiiy  of  the  Britt/httnpxrc  in  India. 

That  the  thanks  of  this  Hoiife  be  given  to  the  right  hon. 
Lord  Qivff  Governor  of  the  Settlement  of  Fort  St.  George^ 
for  his  zealoi>s,  cordial,  and  honourable  concurrence,  in 
forwarding  the  wife  and  dignified  views  of  the  Governor  Ge- 
neral in  Council,  by  which  he  has  furniflied  a  falutary  and  me- 
morable example  of  the  advantage  of  unanimity  and  concord 
among  the  perfons  crjiploycd  in  high  ftaiions  in  the  Britijb 
dominions  in  the  Eaji  Indies^  and  has,  to  the  utmoft  of  his 
power,  promoted  the  fucccfs  of  thofe  meafures,  from  which 
tfce  moft  important  public  benefits  have  refultcd  to  this 
conmry. 

That  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  Jonathan  Dmi^ 
can^  Efq.  Governor  of  5tfwiay,  for  the  zeal  and  promptitude 
of  his  conduA  in  preparing  the  army  of  that  PrcfiJcncy  for 
the  field,  agreeably  to  the  orders  of  the  Governor  Genf-ral  in 
Council,  whereby  that  army  was  enabled  materially  to  con- 
tribute to  the  fucccfsful  and  glorious  termination  of  the  lare 
war  in  India. 

That  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  Lieutrnafit 
General  George  Harrify  for  the  whole  of  his  able  and  meri- 

O  %  '  toriouf 
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toriotis  eonduA  in  the  command  of  the  forces  of  his  Majefty 
and  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  during  the  late  glorious  and 
deciflve  war  with  the  Sultan  oi  My/ore^  and  particularly  for 
the  ability^  judgment,  and  energy,  with  which  he  planned 
and  dire£ted  the  aiTault  of  Seringapatam^  the  fuccefs  of  which 
brilliant  atchievements  has  fo  highly  contributed  to  the  glory 
of  the  Britijb  name,  and  to  the  permanent  tranquillity  of  our 
poifcfltons  in  the  Eaft. 

That  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  Lieutenant  Ge- 
neral James  Stuart ^CommznAct  in  Chief  of  the  Bombay  army, 
which  fo  glorioufly  co-operated  in  the  fuccefs  of  the  late 
campaign  in  India\  and  alfo,  to  Major  Generals  John  Floyd^ 
Thomas  Bridges^  fVilliam  Pophamj  James  Hartley^  and  David 
JSairdf  and  to  the  refpe&ive  officers  of  the  armies  employed 
on  that  occafion  againft  the  enemy,  for  their  diilinguiihed 
and  meritorious  fervices. 

That  this  Houfe  doth  highly  approve  of,  and  acknowledge 
the  fervices  of  the  \ion-commi(Iioned  officers  and  private  foU 
diers  employed  againft  the  enemy  in  the  late  glorious  and  de- 
ctGve  war  in  the  Eajl  Indies  \  and  that  the  fame  be  fignified  to 
them  by  the  commanders  of  the  feveral  corps,  who  are  de- 
iired  to  thank  them  for  their  gallant  behaviour. 

Which  Refolutions  being  agreetl  to,  it  was  ordered. 

That  the  Lord  Chancellor  do  tranfmit  the  faid  Refolutions 
to  the  right  hon  the  Governor  General ;  and  that  his  Lord- 
(hip  be  irequefted,  by  Mr.  Speaker^  to  fignify  the  fame  to  the 
Governors,  General  and  other  Officers  referred  to  therein, 

MILITIA    REDUCTION    BILL. 

Lord  Grenvtlle  moved  the  fecbnd  reading  of  the  Militia 
Redudion  Bill.  His  Lordffiip  faid,  and  in  that  ftate  of  the 
bufmefs  conceived  it  necefTary  merely  to  obferve  in  general 
terms,  that  the  principle  on  which  the  prefent  meafure  was 
founded,  had,  on  a  former  occafion,  and  not  long  fince,  been 
amply  difcufled  in  and  recognized  by  Parliament.  Jts  leading 
provifion  went  to  enable  his  Majefty  to  avail  himfelf  of  and 
accept  the  voluntary  offers  of  thofe  perfons  in  the  Militia  who 
might  ftill  wifhto  ferve  in  the  Regiments  of  the  Line.  The 
meafure,  it  appeared  from  recent  experience,  was  produSivc 
of  the  mod  beneficial  cffcdls,  and  even  in  the  prefent  cir- 
cumftances,  an  extenfion  of  the  plan  was  warranted  by  found 
policy,  and  bid  fair  to  produce,  on  its  being  carried  into  ef- 
icS,  the  moft  happy  confequences* 

Earl  ritzwilliam  (aid,  that  when  the  bill  was  brought  into 
Parliament  lad  year  to  enable  Goeernment  to  accept  the  vo* 
Ittntary  fervices  of  a  certain  number  of  the  Militia,  he  had 
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forefeen  that  what  was  then  grounded  upon  a  particular  cfttier* 
gency*  would  be  on  every  occafion  reforted  to  as  a  general 
principle.  He  felt  therefore  the  fame  objections  to  the  mea- 
fure  which  had  induced  him  to  oppofe  it  laft  year,  and  thefe 
objedions  were  (Irengthened  by  the  very  extenfion  propofed. 
The  firft  objedion  which  ftruck  his  mind  was,  that  the  plan 
was  a  virtual  breach  of  the  engagement  which  fubfifted 
with  men  raifed  for  a  particular  purpofe,  under  a  particular 
fyftem.  Such  was  the  cafe  of  the  militia,  and  when  the  nau- 
ture  of  their  fervice  was  changed,  government  did  that  which 
thofe  who  had  entered  into  the  militia  had  never  anticipated. 
It  was  to  be  confidered  too  that  the  burden  in  raifing  the  mi* 
litia  was  not  equally  diftributed  over  the  conimunity  ;  it  fell 
I'  chiefly  on  the  owners  and  occupiers  of  land.     The  raifing 

of  the  militia  too,  it  would  be  found  on  examination,  had 
been  a  confiderable  burden  upon  the  poor  rates :  To  the  poor 
^tes,  however,  thofe  who  had  fixed  and  oftenfible  property 
chiefly  contributed.  The  landholders  indeed  had  a  fuperior 
intereft  in  defending  their  property  ;  becaufe  it  could  not  be 
transferred  like  other  kinds  of  property  to  other  countries ; 
for  this  reafon,  the  landed  intereft  might  acquiefce  in  the  bur- 
den, which  a  body  of  men  calculated  for  the  defence  of  the 
'  ,  country  might  occafion.  They  had  reafon  to  complain,  how* 

^  ever,  when  they  found  that  corps  which  had  been  raifed  and 

f  maintained  at  a  great  expence  tor  their  defence,  diverted  to 

other  purpofes;  it  was  an  a£t  of  injuftice  to  the  landed  pro- 
prietors, as  it  deftroyed  that  fyftem  under  which  they  had  en- 
gaged to  contribute  their  perfonal  fervice,  or  pecuniary  aid. 
This,  however,  was  not  the  only  ground  on  which  he  was 
unfavourable  to  the  meafure.  It  was  objedlionable  not  only 
as  being  unjufl  in  its  nature,  but  as  introducing  into  the 
militia  a  degree  of  infubordination  that  was  of  the  moft  pe- 
rilous example.  Every  perfon  muft  have  heard  of  the  fcenes 
of  riot  and  diforder  which  took  place  on  the  recruiting  from 
the  militia  forces.  All  forts  of  mutinies  were  engendered  by 
it.  The  officers  were  placed  in  the  moft  mortifying  and  pain- 
ful fituation.  Such  was  the  ftate  of  infubordination  that 
cfiicers  were  obliged  to  confine  themfelves  to  their  barracks 
or  their  tents,  and  dnrft  not  face  the  foldiers,  or  appear  on 
the  parades ;  fuch  was  the  overthrow  of  difcipline  whicK 
had  refulted  from  the  meafure.  Upon  the  whole  he  faw  fo 
many  inconveniences  attending  the  mode  of  proceeding,  that 
he  was  obliged  to  give  it  his  negative.  * 

Lord  Holland  faid,  the  avowed  obje£t  of  the  bill  now  before 
their  Lordfhips  was^  to  reduce  the  number  of  the  a>Qitia  in 

Qrder 
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order  to  obtain  a  dirpofeable  force.  He  truded  that  it  would 
not  be  neceflary  for  him  to  demon  (Irate  what  mtifl  be  fj  ob- 
vious to  every  noble  Lord,  tjiat  no  man  could  give  his  vote 
for  the  ofieafure,  unWfs  he  coiiUi  likcwife  give  his  fanKition  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  force  was  to  be  spplieil.  It  was 
neceflary  no  lefs  to  approve  of  the  final  obje  t  than  of  the 
means  which  they  were  called  upon  to  furnifh  for  attaining 
it.  This  was  evident  from  the  terms  of  the  preumbie, 
which  Sated  the  employment  of  the  militia  recruits  in  the  ex« 
pedition  to  Holland  to  have  been  of  the  utmoft  advantage^ 
.and*  as  affording  an  argument  in  favour  of  the  difpofition 
0>ade  by  the  bill  on  the  table.  Thus  the  approbation  of  the 
obje£^  of  the  expedition  was  connev5\ed  with  the  coiKur- 
fence  in  the  propofal  for  augmenting  the  difpofable  force  of 
the  country.  Upon  both  points  he  ihuuld  take  the  liberty  of 
^fii^ring  a  few  obfervation^. 

As  to  the  m(Kle  which  was  propofed^  their  Lordfhips  ha^ 
lieard,  from  different  members  of  the  Houfe  well  qualified  to 
pve  information  on  the  fubjed,  that  it  wa&  conii^rtd  as  a 
breach  of  engagement  between  governmenf  and  the  militia 
cftabliihment :  that  it  was  odious  and  difagreeable  to  the  mi- 
litia officers:  in  faQf  it  was  confidered  as  an  infult  both  to 
their  fpirit  and  to  their  rank  :  two  things  which  in  military 
fsen  ought  to  be  held  mod  facred.  Upon  thefs  topics  their 
Larddiips  had  at  different  times  heard  a  great  deal.  They 
•bad  heard  but  little,  however,  on  the  other  branch  of  the  fub- 
je&9  and  that  was  the  objetft  in  which  the  additional  force 
.was  to  be  employed.  In  Aating  his  fentiments  he  hoped  he 
jhould  be  excufcd,  if  he  differed  from  the  majority  of  their 
JLonUbips.  He  was  confcious  that  he  was  expoTed  to  cl»»' 
mour  and  mifreprefentation  ;  he  was  aware  that  of  late  years 
m  cant  had  been  introduced  into  both  Houfes  of  Parliament, 
which  tended  to  jender  the  exercife  of  one  of  the  great  do- 
ties  of  a  Lord  of  Parliament  obnoxious :  it  was  faid  that^  to 
arraign  the  objedl  or  condufl  of  an  expedition  pending  its 
fuccefs  w^s  fadrous,  unfeafonable^  and  hoiltle  to  the  interefts 
of  the  public.  Confcimis  of  the  reditude  of  his  intentionii 
bowever^  he  little  regarded  thefe  impntations.  He  was  ready 
to  admit  that,  in  the  courfe  of  the  execution  of  an  enterprife, 
fome  degree  of  miichief  might  arife  from  the  public  dif* 
cufiioB  of  the  advantages  or  difadvantages  of  its  objef^,  the 
wifdom  or  folly  of  its  contrivance.  This,  however^  was 
but  one  view  of  the  queftion  ;  and  thefe  evils  were  infinitely 
xodfspenfated  by  the  immenfe  benefits  which  rautk  arife  from 
•        ^  free 


Oct.  4.]      WOQDFALL'S  PARLIAMENTARY  RIPORTS:  i«| 

free  enquiry  aad  from  public  difcuffion.  The  iaconvenkaces 
were  to  be  found  only  in  a  contraiSted  view  :  the  advasit;ige$ 
of  debate  andt^xanninatjon  were  to  be  difcovered  upon  a  great 
fcale,  and  as  peculiarly  connected  with  the  principles  of 
freedom  and  the  genius  of  the  conflhution. 

He  fhould  therefore  proceed  to  examine  freely  the  objeA 
of  the  expedition  which  it  was  the  purpofe  of  the  new  dif* 
pofable  toK:e  to  profecute.     He  (houUl  coofider  whether  or 
not  the  obje&  at  which  Minillers  aimed  was,  in  the  circutiw 
ftances  of  this  country   and  of  Europe,  prudent  to  be  at* 
tempted  or  fafe  to  be  purfued.     He  was  mod  willing  to  ac« 
knovvledge  that   happy  would  it  be  for  the  United  States  tp 
be  again  placed  under  their  old  government ;  he  was  ready 
to  pay  that  tribute  to  the  government  which  had  been  over^ 
thrown  by  the  ufurpation  of  France  :  The  refloration  of  that 
government  was  the  avowed  obje6t  of  Adminiftration.     He 
could  not  but  remark,  however,  that  the  fentiments  of  the 
noble  Secretary  of  State,  refpe6\ing  the  former  government 
of  I  he  United  States,  had  undergone  great  change :  on  a  for* 
mer  occafion,  when  the  queltion  of  the  Union  was  under 
con  fide  rat  ion,  ihe  noble  Secretary  had  thought  proper  to  rc» 
prefcni  that  goveriitnent  which  it  was  now  the  object  of  hit 
exertions  to  rcftore,  as  the  ne  plus  ultra  cf  debility,  incapable 
of  fcH-defencc,  incapable  of  energy.     Arguments  and  prin- 
ciplesj  however,  the  noble  Secretary  made  fubfcrvicnt  to  cir^ 
Cutndances,   and  what  was  reprobated  as  incurably  defedive 
atone  moment  was  to  be  re-eftabliihed  by  every  effort  of  miT 
Ihary  power  at  tmother.     He  con  felled,   irrdeed,  that  if  this 
country  was  bound  more  clofcly  by  the  tics  of  juflice  and 
gratitude  to  one  government  than  another,  we  were  bound  ta 
life  every  rajj[onal  means,  conliftent  with  policy  and  (\\ixy  to 
ourfelves,  in  favour  of  the  Prince  of  Orange.    That  family 
had  many  claitns  upon  us.     From  a  fteady  attachment  to  out 
interefts  that  eftimablc  Prince  had  forfeited  the  regard  of  his 
cr>ttmrymen  and  the  high  dignities  with  which  he  was  in* 
vefted;  and  if  it  was  confiftent  with  the  immutible  rules  of 
jttftice,  we  were  bound  to  efpoufe  his  caufe.     Put  there  was 
fomeil^ing  more  to  be  confidered  than  what  our  gratitude  to 
kim  might  di;3ate.    We  ought  to  enquire  what  were  the  fen- 
timents of  the  people  of  Holland,  becaufe  unlefs  they  cor- 
dially fytnpathifed  with  our  feelings  and  co-operated  without 
efforts,  it  would  be  the  extreme  of  inju(licc  and  abfurdity  to 
attempt  the  reftoration  of  the  Stadtholder's  power.     He  was 
afrud^  howcvefy  that  the  very  condudk  which  had  laid  the 

foundation 
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foundation  of  the  Stadtholder's  claims  to  our  affiftance  had 
tended  to  alienate  from  him  the  confidence  of  his  country* 
men.  He  was  afraid  that  the  difpofitions  of  the  inhabitants 
were  not  likely  to  induce  them  to  look  with  fanguine  hope  to 
our  aidy  or  to  combine  cordially  to  aflift  our  undertakings* 
True,  indeed,  there  was  little  opportunity  to  judge  from' 
the  events  of  the  expedition  what  their  fcntiments  were,  but 
he  doubted  they  were  not  very  well  difpofed  to  welcome  our 
efforts  for  the  reftoration  of  the  former  order  of  things. 

It  was  proper  therefore  to  conflder,  whether  from  the  cir- 
cumftances  under  which  this  expedition  to  their  country  was 
undertaken,  and  the  parties  who  were  engaged  in  it,  the 
Dutch  were  likely  to  join  cordially  with  our  efforts?  True, 
indeed,  we  had  gone  over  to  offer  tbem  our  afliftance,  and 
with  fine  words  in  our  mouths.  We  held  out  the  captivat- 
ing ideas  of  protection  and  deliverance.  We  announced  that 
St  was  our  objed  to  refcue  them  from  the  galling,  and  de* 
grading,  and  ruinous  yoke  under  which  they  groaned.  From 
the  nature  of  mankind,  whom  the  preffure  of  an  adive  and 
grinding  tyranny  mud  ever  revolt,  it  was  reafonablc  to  infer 
that  the  Dutch  muft  ardently  wiih  to  be  delivered  from  the 
oppreffors  under  whom  they  had  fallen.  No  doubt  then  the 
Dutch  muft  curfe  and  deleft  the  ufurpation  of  the  French, 
and  languifti'for  independence.  This  was  but  a  part  of  the 
cafe.  It  did  not  follow  that  they  would  rife  at  once  to  affift 
as  their  deliverers  thofe  who  were  the  enemies  of  their  op- 
preffors. It  did  not  follow,  becaufe  they  abhorred  French 
tyranny,  that  they  would  immediately  comcide  with  the 
views  of  Great  Britain  and  Ruffia.  They  muft  know 
equally  from  experience  and  from  obfervation,  what  is  the 
sieaning  of  proted^ion  and  relief  which  the  weak  receive 
firom  the  powerful.  Twice  within  the  laft  fifteen  years 
they  had  felt  what  it  was  to  be  delivered  and  proteded  by 
powerful  neighbours.  They  muft  have  feen  too' around 
them  that  for  a  fmall  ftate  to  be  relieved  and  protededby  a 
great  one,  was  in  h&.  to  be  conquered  and  plundered.  Muft 
they  not  have  feen  what  was  the  proteflion  of  the  Nether- 
lands, of  Poland,  of  Venice,  of  Switzerland,  and  could 
they  help  entertaining  fome  fufpicions,  even  of  the  moft 
flattering  proteftations  of  difinterefted  kindnefs  which  could 
be  heldout  to  themfelves?  But  it  might  be  faid,  how  is  it 
poffible  to  entertain  a  jealoufy  of  the  offers  of  afliftance  and 
protedion  coming  from  the  magnanimity  of  the  Emperor  of 
Ruffia,  and  the  generofity  of  the  Britifli  Nation  ?  The  pro«- 
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ilamations  we  had  iflued  to  the  Dutch  people  breathed  no- 
thing but  liberal  and  friendly  aid,   but  was  there  any  thing 
to  encourage  them  to  repofe  an  unlimited  confident  in  our 
^rofeflionsy  arid  indui^e   them  to  lend  an  a£Uve  co-operation 
in  our  caufe  ?  Was  there  i  word  in  thefe  proclamations  coI^• 
cerning  the  reftoFatioii  of  the  Cape  or  of  Ceylon  i    Was 
there  any  aflfurahce  that  what  we  had  taken  from  them  in  the 
tourfe  of  hoitilities  would  not  be  retained  when  we  fllould  be 
conneded  with  them  ais  allies  ?  Can  they  in  fad  depend  upon 
reftorationy  from  our  friendfliip,  of  thofe  pofleilionsy  which 
we  haVe  taken  as  their  enemies  ?    If  they  lool;  at  the  nego^ 
ciations  at  Paris,  would  they  not  fee  that  ^e  had  refolved  to 
retain  the  fettlements  wMeh  had  fallen  into  our  hands  ?  Muft 
they  not  know  that  it  had  been   faid  in  another  place  by  a 
Tteht  hoh.  Gentleman,  high  in  office,  that  he  truded  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  would  never  return  under  the  dominion  of 
its  lawful  government }  Comparing  all  thefe  things  with  our 
diGnterefted  profcflions,  what  would  they  think  of  our  pro^ 
tedion  and  relief  ?  Would  they  infer  our  gcnerofity  from  our 
readinefs  to  reduce  the  militia  to  procure  troops  to  fight  their 
battles  in  Holland,  while  we  gave  no  reafon  to  expeft  that 
we  would  put  them  in   pofleilxon  of  thofe  colonies  which 
they  deemed  elTentiai  to  their  commerce  and  to  their  pros- 
perity ? 

There  was  another  confideration  which^  in  judging  of  the 
wifdom  of  the  expedition,  it  was  neceflary  not  to  overlook. 
We  ought  to  etiquire  whether  the  objeft  which  we  now  fo 
doubtfully  purfue  by  arms,  might  not  have  been  at* 
tained  by  negociation  ?  Was  it  not  poflible  that,  from  it$ 
leaving  been  attempted  by  co-operation  in  the  prefent  fltua^ 
tion  of  feurope,  that  very  circumftance  might  not  contribute 
to  prevent  its  attainment?  There  was  great  reafon  to  believe 
that  the  KingVif  Pruffia  muft  be  defirous  to  fee  the  govern* 
tnent  of  the  Stadthojder  reftored,  and  perhaps  France,  upon 
certain  confiderations,  might  not  have  been  unwilling  to  ac- 
^uiefce  in  fuch  a  change.  To  attempt  it  by  force,  however, 
and  with  thii  afliftance  of  Ruffia  fo  aftively  interpofed,  might 
ri(k  the  total  failure  of  the  expedition,  and  the  difappoint- 
tnent  of  our  hopes.  We  ought  to  have  recollected  a  maxifn 
which  had  been  well  expreffed  by  Mr.  Burke  on  another  oc- 
cafidn,  that  if  negociation  failed,  an  appeal  might  be  made 
toarms,  ^but  if  force  proved  ineffectual,  it  was  impoffible  to 
refort  with  fuccefs  to  negociation.  If  we  failed^  therefore, 
Vol*  1. 1799.  P  we 
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yve  had  no  expedient  left ;  baffled  force  left  no  room  for  ami- 
cable arrangement. 

»   'There  was  another  queftion  which  the  propriety  of  the 
meafure  involved.  Siippoiing  it  right  that  the  reftoration  of  the 
old  Government  of  the  United  States  (hould  bo  attempted  by 
force  of  arms,  it  remained  to  be  confidered  whether  is  was 
tnoft  eligible  to  employ  our  own  forces  or  thofe  of  our  allie* 
'in  carrying  into  efFe£l  the  enterprife  i     He  was  aware  that, 
lo  rely  upon  our  own  forces,  was  attended  with  many  ad- 
vantage^, but  ftill  they  might  be  countecbaianced  by  the  fa«* 
crifices  which  they  demanded.     If,  in  the  accompli (hment 
of  the  obje£l  by  our  means  we  were  obliged  to  drain  £very 
netve  ;  if  we  were  even  compelled  to  do. that  which  may  be 
c<yn(idered  a  breach  of  engagement  with  the  militia,  the  quef- 
tion  might  admit  of  oonfiderable  doubt.     To  depend  folely 
lipon  our  allies  certainly  wa&  attended  with  inconveniences. 
Btit  when  the  enormous  expence  which  the  maintenance  of 
"B  large  army  abroad  was  confidered ;  when  it  was  recolleAed 
that  the  employment  of  fo  many  veflcls  in  tranfport  fervice 
liad  already  produced  an  uncommon  fcarcity  of  ceals,  in  the 
Metropolis ;  when  the  price  of  grain  was  rifing  to  fo  umilual 
a  height,j  and  which  the  demand  ior  veflcls  by  Govemmeol  . 
would  probably  continue,  the  policy  of  our  foreign  otpedi* 
lions  would  appear  extremely  doubtful.     There  were  other 
conftderations  which  (irongly  deterred  us  frooofendingfe 
great  a*  part  of  our  force  out  of  the  kingdom*    The  French 
fleet  had  returned  to  Bred  in  great  force*    There  ilill  w^s 
caufe  for  apprehenfion  in   Ireland,  (hould   foreign  aid  bf 
joined  to  domeftic  difcontent.     The  beautiful  fpecific  of  a^ 
Union  held  out  by  M inifters  had  not  yet  tranquillized  the  Qller 
kingdom,  and  it  was  not  fafe  to  ftrip  the  country  of  the 
force  adequate  to  effedual  defence  in  cafe  of  emergency. 
But  Minifters  totally  overlooked  confiderations  like  thefe 
-when  their  minds  were  engroifed  with  other  obj^s.    Some<- 
times  they  found  it  convenient  to  encourage  the  dread  of  an 
invafion  ;  again  they  thought  it  fadious  to  fuppofe  invafion 
poflible ;  but  on  a  fair  review  of  our  fituation,  it  was  e^c- 
tremely  qneftionabie  whether  the  propofed  redu6Hdh  of  our 
defenfive  force  in  the  country  was  politic,   and  the  em* 
ployment  of  fo  great  an  army  on  a  foreign  exp^iton  irvas 
prudent.  ^ 

Their  Lordlhips  had  heard  that  th^  meafurci  was  not  re- 
Ufhed  by  the  oiliqers  of  the  Militia,  and  he  thought  that  it 

was 
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vas  calculated  to  difgud  gentlemen  in  that  fervice*  The 
nature  of  its  objedls  iVere  diiFerent  from  thofe  of  a  regulaf 
army,  and  the  views  of  thofe  who  entered  into  the  fornier 
were  different  from  thofe  which  ought  to  influence  gentle^ 
men  engaging  in  the  latter.  Different  qualifications  were  re^ 
quIHte  ID  each.  The  pradice  which  had  been  introduced, 
of  facrificing  the  Militia  to  the  regular  army,  however^ 
tnuft  tend  ultimately  to  deftroy  that  conlliiutional  fyftem  of 
defence.  Some  time  ago  Minivers  had  encreafed  the  Militia 
upon  a  threat  of  invafion.  Why  did  they  not  then  rather 
cncreafe  the  difpofable  force  ?  He  fufpedcd  indeed  that,  from 
the  very  beginning,  it  was  in  the  contemplation  of  Mi- 
nifters  to  make  the  Militia  fubfervient  to  the  recruiting  of 
the  army.  Upon  the  whole,  as  he  neither  approved  the  ob* 
je£k  which  was  to  be  purfued,  nor  the  means  propofed  tq 
carry  it  into  execution,  he  was  compelled  to  give  his  nega- 
tive to  the  Bill. 

,   The  Earl  of  Wejimoreland  faid,  he  had  Hftened  with  the 
utmod  attention  and  deference  to  the  arguments,    which 
bad  been  urged  againft  the  bill,  but  he  had  heard* nothing 
which,  in  his  opinion,  ought  to  induce  their  Lordfhips  to 
hefitate  in  giving  it  their  fupport.     Certainly  the  principle 
of  the  bill  was  not  a  novel  one.     It  had  already  been  di(V 
-cuHTed  in  a  former  fcflion,  and  the  arguments  in  its  favour 
had  been  amply  ju ft ified  by  experience.     So  convinced  was 
he  of  the  beneficial  efFedls  which  had  rcfulted  from  the  per- 
mifllon  given  to  encreafe  our  difpofable  force  by  accepting 
the  voluntary Tervices of  a  part  of  tKe  militia,  thit  bethought 
the  thanks  and  gratitude  of  the  country  were  due  to  the  gen<- 
tlemen  at  the  head  of  that  department  who  had  had  the  wif- 
domtodevife,  the  courage  to  prppofc,  and  the  addrefs  to  carry 
through,  he  muft  fay,  with  deference  to  the  noble  Lords  near 
him,  witlvi^ery  little  oppofition,  a  meafure  of  fo  much  ad- 
vantage to  the  public  intereft;  and   he  confidered  it   to  be 
highly  honourable  to  the  officers  of  the  militia  that  they  had 
facrificed  every  thing  that  could  be  difagree^ble  to  their  pri- 
vate fe^ings  to  the  fervice  of  their  country.     In  order  to  ob- 
tain a  juft  view  of  \\st  advantages  which  had  been  derived 
from  the  ^it^tia  fledu£lion  ^ill  of  lad  feflioq,  we  had  only 
to  compare  what  was  our  fituation  previous  to  that  period 
>vith  what  it  is  now.     But  a  fliort  time  ago  we  had  been 
threatened  with  invafion,  and  forced  to  confider  the  means  of 
our  own  defence.     By  the  protection  of  Providence,   by  the 
Tigour  of  our  allies,  and  by  the  fpirtt  of  refiftance^  which 
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the  oppreflion  and  tyranny  of  the  French  had  every  where  ex^ 
cittd,  the  afpc6l  of  our  aflFairs  had  greatly  improved,  and  in- 
ftead  of  dreading  invafion  we  were  now  in  a  fituation  to  aflai) 
our  foe.  With  an  opportunity  to  ftrike  the  blow  we  wanted 
the  means.  The  advantages  of  afling  on  the  offcnfive,  and 
the  impotence  of  mere  defence,  it  required  little  argument 
Ito  demonftratc.  In  the  one  cafe  we  wcreexpofed  to  injury 
without  the  power  of  retaliation^  and  in  the  other,  we  pre- 
vent attack  by  threatening  it  ourfelves.  Before  the  Militia 
Redu£lion  Bill  was  adopted,  we  bad  not  io,obo  difpofable 
troops  to  protcfl  our  colonies  in  any  quarter.  Even  the  dc'- 
fence  of  Ireland,  at  a  critical  moment,  was  owing  to  the 
voluntary  fcryices  of  the  militia  and  fepciblcs.  The  re- 
cruiting fervice  was  almoft  totally  at  a  itand,  not  from  any 
decay  of  our  profpcriiy  and  population,  but  bccaufe  fo  many 
men  were  b<jund  up  in  defenfivc  corps,  and  becaufe  the  po- 
pulation of  the  country  was  not  adequate  to  fupport  fo  great 
a  body  of  men  for  defence,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  furnifh  a. 
difpofable  army  equal  to  the  exigency.  Policy  required, 
therefore,  that  a  portion  of  thofe  who  were  tied  up  from  the 
opportunity  of  etfedlually  ferving  their  country,  ihould  be 
placed  in  a  fiiuation  which  their  own  wifhcs  and  the  public 
iniercft  pointed  out.  It  was  only  ncceffary  to  render  a  part 
of  the  defenfivc  force  difpofable,  and  the  demands  of  the  fer- 
vice were  fatisfied. 

As  to  the  objtftion,  that  the  principle  of  the  militia  fyftem 
was  violated,  he  could  not  fee  that  it  had  any  force.  It  was 
difficult  to  decide  what  was  the  militia  principle.  There 
were  various  kinds  of  militia,  from  the  Svvifs  militia  to  the 
London  trained  bands.  Thd  principle  of  the  militia  of  this 
country  furely  was  not  that  they  (hould  be  ufclcfs  to  the  Rate. 
Their  whole  condud^  difclaimcd  fuch  a  Aippofition.  The 
militia  who  had  contributed  to  fave  the  country  in  179  ^  froin 
the  iVngns  of  jccobinifm,  who  laft  year  fo  chearfully  volun- 
teered their  fervice  for  the  defence  of  the  fitter  kingdom, 
could  not  brook  the  idea  of  being  ufclefs,  when  the  country 
could  be  benefited  by  their  ferviccs.  It  had  been  faid,  that 
in  going  to  Ireland,  they  had  left  their  homes  defencelefs. 
Certainly  nothing  could  be  fo  ill  founded  as  fuch  a  fuppo- 
fition.  By  dclending  Ireland  they  rendered  their  own  homes 
fccure  from  attack.  What  had  been  faid  by  the  mighty 
hoche,  when  he  was  ordered  to  irvade  Ireland.  He  (aid, 
rind  w.  'v  in  rclatioji  to  the  deigns  of  hi?;  employers,  that 
ffom  Dublin  he    would  proceed  to  Londonl     The  attack 
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againd  the  one  was  preparatory  to  an  attack  agatnft  theother^ 
atnd  by  defying  the  attempts  of  the  enemy  in  Ireland,  Eng- 
land was  moft  cfFcQiially  proteded  from  hoftilp  invafion. 

He  could  not  fee  that  the  objeSion  of  there  being  a  breach 
of  contra£t  with  the  counties  furnifhingthe  militia  was  any 
better  founded  ;  no  additional  burden  was  impofed  on  the 
counties.  Thofe  who  extended  their  fcrvices  did  it  volun* 
tarily,  nor  could  he  perceive  any  injury  done  to  thofe  interefted 
in  the  militia,  by  enabling  them  on  a  great  emergency  to  ren- 
der more  important  fervices  to  the  public  in  then-egular  armjr 
than  in  their  former  {late.  But  it  was  faid,  that  men  would 
be  deterred  fr<»m  enlifting  in  the  militia  by  this  mode  of  pro* 
cecding ;  to  him  it  appeared  in  a  very  diflferent  light.  He 
conceived  it  would  be  a  recommendation  to  the  fervice,  for 
men  to  find  that  when  tired  of  one  iituaticm  they  might  place 
themfelves  in  a  different^  with  the  addition  of  a  confiderable 
bounty. 

Neither  could  he  think  that  the  officers  were  placed  in  a 
more  irkfome  fituation,  than  if  the  redudTion  of  the  mililia 
bad  been  tp  take  place  by  a  difcharge  regulated  by  lot.  The 
power  of  the  officer  in  the  prefent  cafe  was  greater  than  it 
^vould  be  in  the  other.  As  to  its  being  difagreeable  to  com- 
manding officers,  he  could  fee  no  real  grievance  in  the  cafe. 
The  only  thing  that  could  be  confidered  in  that  light  was, 
that  the  Colonel  of  a  militia  regiment  would  now  find  him- 
felf  at  the  head  of  a  fmallcr  body  of  men  than  he  did  fome 
time  agO)  and  furely  this  perfonal  confideration  could  not  be 
balanced  for  a  moment  againft  the  fubftantial  interefts  of  the 
nation.  * 

But  it  was  faid  too,  that  this  precedent  being  efiablifliedy 
jhe  executive  government  would  always  have  recourfe  to  thi$ 
mode  of  recruiting  the  army.  It  fhould  be  recollc£led,  how- 
ever, that  the  fantiion  of  Parliament  muft  previoufly  be  ob- 
iatnedy  and  as  the  employment  of  this  refource  would  be  re*- 
aulated  by  the  emergency,  fo  there  was  no  danger'of  its  being 
abufed,  and  he  entertained  no  doubt,  that  if  a  criflsof  fuch 
'magnitude  as  the  prefent  (hould  recur,  Parliament  would  not 
hefitate  to  fanciion  with  their  approbation,  that  employment 
of  the  national  force  which  moft  efTedualiy  contributed  to  fe- 
cure  its  defence  and  to  promote  its  interefts. 

The  Earl  of  Carnarvon  obferved,  that  he  agreed  with  the 
noble  Secretary  of  State,  that  the  principle  of  this  bill  was 
decided  laft  year ;  for  certainly  a  moft  fatal  blow  was  then 
kiren  to  the  vital  energies  of  the  militiaj  aad  it  is  purfued 
*^    •  by 
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by  this  bill  to  its  final  deftru£iion ;  but  the  tnconfillenciet 
^Lnd  errors  in  both  thefe  bills,  and  the  total  departure  in  the 
execution  of  the  Aft  of  laft  feflions  (by  the  dired  order  of 
government)  from  the  clear  and  obvious  intention  of  the  le* 
giOature  in  that  aft,  fo  much  embarrafles  the  interpretation 
to  be  given  to  the  prefent  bill,  which  is  its  offspring  and  auxi- 
liary, that  it  is  very  difficult  to  difcover  the  exaft  didinft 
principle  which  regulates  its  prefent  purpofe.  Nothing  now 
is  clear  but  that  their  authors  intend  by  ar.y  means  the  total 
perverfion  of  the  militia,  extrafting  all  that  Vvas  conftitu* 
tionally  ufeful,  and  leaving  nothing  but  the  ballot  and  the 
iconfequent  burthens  on  the  occupier  of  land,  andldonot 
(faid  the  noble  Earl)  rife  with  any  hopes  or  even  wifli  to 
fave  any  portion  of  the  perverted  fydem  of  militia;  its  death 
blow  is  flruck.  The  legiilature  cou/J  not^  if  deiirous,  re« 
ftore  to  thofe  who  are  concerned  in  the  militia,  the  con- 
fidence that  what  has  now  been  done,  will  not  again  defeat 
all  their  future  labours;  the  patriotic  zeal  therefore  (which 
raj/ed  the  militia  beyond  the  mod  fanguine  expe^ation  of 
thofe  wlio  firft  looked  to  it  for  the  internal  defence  of  the 
country)  is  impoliticly  annihilated  by  this  new  fyftem.  '  i\ 
noble  Earl  ( Wtdmoreland)  has  juil  faid  that  it  is  not  a  roea-> 
fure  of  government,  hut  of  the  legiflature ;  though  by  a  few 
antecedent  fentences,  he  had  taken  credit  to  the  cabinet,  for 
the  addrei's  and  management  with  which  it  had  artfully  con* 
dufted  and  brought  about  fo  delicate  a  bufmefs.  He  alfo 
fays  that  it  had  the  fanftion  of  a  great  number  of  officers  of 
the  militia ;  I  kaow  of  none  who  haye  not  fcprobated  it,  I  have 
indeed  heard  of  one  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  and  (ince  the 
51ft  of  Idft  year,  1  have  met  with  many  viho  t}iink  wjth  me, 
ihat  its  total  annihilation  would  be  better  for  the. country 
than  the  condition  to  which  it  is  irrecoverably  ^educed-  4 
bave  not  indeed  met  with  a  fingle  perfon  of  any  claf^  out  of 
this  Houfe,  and  indeed  very  few  in  it,  whp  approves  of  this 
sneafure,  it  was  brought  forward  very  late  in  la(^  fe(fionS| 
when  17  members  only  were  prefent,  moftly  fuch  as  public 
offices  under  government  detained  in  town,  and  thediviHon 
II  to  6.  It  is  now  refunded  at  a  very  early  period  of  a  feifion 
fummoned  in  a  mod  unufual  way,  and  ill  attended,  except  by 
thofe  whom  public  employments  have  brought  within  reach  ; 
:and.lhe  fubjeft  fo  much  degraded  in  the  eilimationof  ^hofe 
concerned  in  the  militia,  that  it  is  not  confidered  as  an  objeft 
of  further  interefl:.  The  laft  Aft,  which  is  referred  to,*  and 
makes  in  fome  meafure  a  part  pf  this  bill^  did  not,  ip  its  fair 
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interpretation,  fo  totally  deftroy  the  principles  of  the  militia 
by  its  enaftments,  as  by  the  falfe  con(lru6^ion  put  uponf  it  by 
govcrnnicnt  in  the  execution^  by  extending  its  operation  to 
the  original  peace  and  war  eftablilhment  of  the  mllitiai  and 
to  the  volunteers  raifed  by  the  private  fubfcriptions  of  indi'- 
▼Iduals.  Nothing  is  fo  clearly,  repugnant  to  the  obvious 
fenfc  and  meaning  of  the  Ad.  The  preamble  of  the  ASt, 
without  the  Itaft  ambiguity,  ftates  its  meaning,  when  it  fays 
that  **  ihc  pre/ent  ftate  of  public  affairs  admits  of  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  defenfive  force,  aad  it  therefore  may  be  expedient 
to  difcharge  a  certain  proportion  of  the  militia,  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  augment  the  regular  forces."  Nothing  can  be 
more  certain  from  tlie  words  of  this  preamble,  than  that  the 
rcdudion  was  intended  by  the  legiflature  toaffedl  that  por- 
tion of  the  militia  which  was  raifed  to  meet  a  Jituation  of 
public  affairs  different  from  the  pre/ent,  for  the  prefent  fitui- 
tion  of  affairs  could  not  admit  the  redudion  of  that  part  of 
the  militia  which  was  raifed  and  adapted  to  the  prejent  as 
,1?velLas  to  every  other  ftate  of  public  affairs.  The  original 
militia  is  a  permanent  peace  and  war  eftablifliment,  and  w^s 
calculated  and  raifed  for  all  circum fiances  whatever,  either 
of  peace  or  war,  and  confequently  is  not  liable  to  be  af« 
feded  by  any  change  jn  the  fituaiion  of  public  affairs.  The 
Supplementary  militia  on  the  contrary  was  raifed  as  a  war 
addition  to  the  permanent  militia,  and  augmented  toaccom- 
inodate  the  defenfive  force  to  the  peculiar  emergencies  of 
the  war,  and  of  courfe  a  change  from  that  lituation  of  pub- 
lic affairs  which  called  it  forth,  and  afterwards  augmented 
it,  would  neccflarily  admit  its  reduflion,  though  not  its  per- 
Tcrfion  from  a  militia,  lo  a  fofce  of  another  nature.  It 
cannot  therefore  admit  of  a  doubt,  whether  the  legiflature 
meant,  by  a  bill  fo  prefaced,  to  reduce  the  permanent  peace 
and  war  eftablKhment  ©f  militia,  or  the  occafional  and  tem- 
porary portion  of  militia,  raifed  to  ferve  the  exigencies  of  the 
war;  but,  my  Lords,  it  is  not  alone  from  the  profeflfed  views 
of  the  legiflature,  demonftrable  in  the  preamble,  that  I  infer 
this  obvious  intention  of  the  Aft.  The  enadting  claufes 
afford  the  flrongeft  concurrent  proof  difturbed  by  no  one  am- 
biguous word  in  the  whole  aft.  The  firft  enafting  claiife, 
immediately  following  the  above  diftinft  preamble,  reduces 
the  fupplcmentary,  and  not  the  permanent  peace  and  war 
eftablifliment,  within  the  operation  of  the  Adt,  by  repealing 
*'  lb  much  of  two  Afts  of  the  37th  X)f  the  King  (namely^ 
the  two  fupplemcntary  AftsJ  as  fixes  the  numbers"  to  he 

raifed 
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laifed  for  that  purpofe.     No  part  of  the  A&  of  the  20th  of 
the  Kingt  which  fixes  the  number  of  the  original  permanent 
fBilitia  IS  repealed,  or  even  alluded  to  in  the  A{\\  fo  that  it 
cahhdt  be  doubted  that  the  legiflature,  mednt  to  prepare  the 
fupplementary,   and  not  the  original  militia,   (namely,  that 
laifed  by  37th|  and  not  that  raifed  by  the  26th  of  the  Kingj 
for  redudion  under  the  A£t.     The  next  ciaufe  alfo  confirms 
the  fame  clear  ihf^rehce,  for  it  takes  netice  in  diftin(^  term^, 
that  the  A6t  of  the  26th  of  the  King  ftill  continues  un- 
touched ;  for  in  fumming  up  the  future  quota  to  be  raifed 
ifier  the  redu^ion^  it  divides  it  into  three  parts,   and  begins 
with  the  fupplementary,  whofe  numbers  are  thrown  loofe  by 
the  repeal  of  part  of  the  37th  of  the  King,  and  fiates  it  as 
of  doubtful  numbers,  but  cumpofing  a  quota,  (together  with 
the  numbers  required  by  the  26th  of  the  King,  and  with  the 
volunteers  raifed  by  fubfcription  under  the  34ih  of  the  King) 
all  which  (hall  amount  to  a  given  number.    The  Icgiffaiurc, 
in  the  ciaufe  providing  againft    the  failure  of  this  plari  for 
recruiting  the  army  expeditioufly  from  the  militia  in  its  em- 
bodied date,   has  again,  in  the  (Irongefl  manner,  marked  that 
the  fupplementary,  and  nitt  the  permanent,  militia,  wab  the.ob- 
jeAot  reduc'.ion  for  the  purpofe  of  augmenting  the  army;  for 
the  ciaufe  empowering  the  King  to  difembody  a  portion  of 
tlic  militia,  in  order  to  try  to  obtain  the  men  fo  difembodiejy 
(as  foon  as  they  might  be  tired  of  their  domelltc  labour,}  has 
$nly  en'aliled  the  King  to  difembody  a  portion  of  the  fupple'^ 
meniary  for  that  purpofe.  I  am  aftiamed  to  detain  your  Lord- 
Ibtps  by  arguing  a  cafe  which  really  cannot  ^dmit  of  a  doubt, 
and  nothing  but  the  extraordinary  conftrufiion  put  upon  the 
AS  by  government  in  its  executi(»n,  would  have  induced  me 
to  enter  upon  it  fo  much  at  large.     The  noble  Secretary  of 
State  will  not  be  able  to  produce  a  fingle  phrafe  in  the  whole 
Aft  that  can  juftify  a  conclnfion  contrary  to  this  expofition. 
No  perfon  admires  the  noblt*  Lord's  talents   for  argument 
more  than  I  do,  when  he  is  fure  of  his  ground  ;  but  I  defy  the 
npble  Secretary  to  find  in  the  whole  A61,  a   fpace  to  fet  his 
,fbot  upon  in  defence  of  a  contrary  conftruflion.     The  nbbl6 
Secretary  will  hardly   (with    fome  I  have  heard)  (hew  the 
weaknefs  of  his  caufe  fo  much  as  to  reft  upon  the  flighted 
atid  moft  untenable  of  all  grounds,  that  the  v/ords  **  any  mi^ 
litia  men*  (in  the  ciaufe  regulating  the   recruiting),   means 
that  all  men  denominated  militia  men  (without  reference  to 
the  intentions  of  the  legiflaiure  declareid  in  the  preamble,  in 
t|ie  context,  and  in  the  feveral  explanatory  and  controuling 
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cUufes)^  (hall  be  permitted  to  enltfl  in  the  army,   and  does 
not  mean  that  aoy  militia  men  by  the  Ad  intended  to  be  diU 
charged,  and  by  the  feveral  claufes  enabled  to  quit  the  mili- 
tia for  that  purpofe,  may  enlift.    If  finglc  fcntences  in  an  Adt 
were  atpleafure  to  be  conftrued  fubllanlively,  and  to  (hake 
off  the  cont«oul  of  explanatory  claufesi   every  A£l  would 
.become  nonfenfe  at  the  will  of  the  executive  government, 
and  defeat  the  cUar  obje&  of  the  legiflature  ;  but  the  noble 
Secretary  would  be  embarrafTed  with  this  mode  of'condruing 
the  A£>,  if  it  was  admitted  as  found,  for  if  the  words  any  mi^ 
iitia  man  can,  by  (haking  off  the  explanatory  aid  of  other 
claufes,  (land  for  all  militig  men  whatever,  it  muft  include  ia 
this  range  the  militia  of  Scotland,  as  well  as  the  original  mt-- 
litia  of  l^ngland  and  Wales ;  but  government  has  not  thought 
fit  to  tamper  with  the  feelings  of  that  jealous  people.     The 
addrcfs  and  management  (b  much  vaunted,  has  prudently  (lopt 
ihort  on  the  confines  of  Scotland.  It  will  be  (iill  more  difficult 
if  poflible  for  the  advocates  of  the  meafure  to  (how  that  the 
A^  esitends  to  the  volunteers  raifed  by  private  fubfcriptions 
under  the  34th  of  the  King  ;  for  not  only  all  the  above  rea- 
foning  applies  to  the  volunteers  ;  the  Att  under  which  they 
were  raifed  is  in  no  part  repealed,  at?d  they   remain  un* 
touched^  as  appears  by  the  claufe  fumming  up  the  quota;  and 
there  is  tiot  a  fyllable  in  the  Ail  tSat  applies  in  the  moft  dif- 
taat  mabner  to  the  redudlion  of,  or  seoroiting  from  the  vo* 
lunteers;  but  government  muft  alfo  impute  the  mod  grofs 
and  palpable  injuftice  to  the  legiflature  in  fuppoflng  that  they 
could  have  Intended  to  divert  money  given  by  private  Tub* 
fcribers,  from  the  fpecified  and  declared  purpofes  of  their 
own  domeftic  defence,  within  the  ifland  (and  accepted  as  fuch 
by  the  legidature)  to  purpofes  of  a  very   different  nature* 
namely^  an  attempt  to  re-e(labli(h  the  fubvertcd  government 
of  fioUanKl.     I  do  not  mean jtolcen Aire  the  meafure  of  y^i 
implcying  the  difpofeable  force  Jl)ut  0^/0  o'^taimng  a  difpofe* 
able  force.   I  am  willing  to  give  credit  to  government  f  r  the 
attempt  on  Holland,  whatever  may  be  its  fucccGs,  if  the  judi-* 
fiable  means  were  adequate,  and  they  have  (as  I  tniff  they 
have)  had  good  grounds  for  conlide ring  th"  fuccefs  probable; 
but  I  mean  diftinflly  to  affirm,  that  nothing  can  judify  the 
legiflature  in  diverting  money  fubfcribed  ami  accepted  fu^ 
one  purpofe,  to  another  clearly  difTcrent,   without  the  con-> 
fent  of  the  fubfcribers,  who  would  by  this  meafure  be  ihame-> 
fully  defrauded  of  their  money  under  falfe  pretences  ;   but 
the  legiflature  has  not  been  guilty  of  fuch  an  outrageous 
Vol..  i.  1799.  Q^  a^* 
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a£t,  it  has  been  done  by  that  fincfle  and  tnanagement  in  rftif* 
contruing  the  a£t,  whofe  praifes  we  have  juft  heard.  The 
noble  Earl  (Weftmoreland)  fays,  that  the  men  have  wiK- 
lingly  entered  into  the  fervice ;  I  doubt  not  they  have  ;  but 
the  meafure  is  not  to  be  eftimated  by  the  approbation  of  the 
men,  and  in  that  cafe  the  majority  who  did  not  enter  would 
•be  decifive  againll  the  meafure;  but  the  inclination  of  men 
to  change  from  one  fenriceto  another  for  a  large  fum  of  mo- 
ney»  does  not  make  the  meafure  lefs  a  breach  of  faith  with 
the  land- owners,  who  are  ftill  loaded  with  the  expence  of 
.  their  internal  defence,  when  they  are  deprived  of  the  fecurity 
which  they  had  purchafed.  I  newr  doubted  that  foldiersmay 
be  obtained  by  money  to  get  drunk  with^  and  by  all  the 
tricks  of  alehoufe  feduflion  :  the  management  and  addrefs 
is  not  very  creditable  which  fucceeds  in  debauching  with 
public  money  men  already  encumbered  with  another  fervice; 
and  indeed  I  have  a  right  taconfider  it  as  difgraceful  when 
the  legiflature  takes  (hame  to  itfelf  for  givmg  fanAion  to 
fuch  a  management  by  folemnly  aflfuring  the  very  men,  they 
had  fo  reduced,  in  the  very  z&  by  which  they  were  fo  fe* 
duced,  that  at  no  future  time  they  flioold  ever  be  transferred 
from  the  regiment  they  now  enter  into,  mt  even  with  their 
&u)n  confent  until  they  frail  firji  he  dif charged  from  all  fervice 
whatever* 

I  am  confcious  (faid  the  noble  Lord)  that  I  trouble 
your  Lordfhips  in  vain,  the  evil  is  as  the  noble  Secretary 
fays,  already  done,  and  I  am  not  fo  romantic  as  to  rclift  in- 
dividually  and  alone  the  falfe  conftrudion  of  the  A(Sk  of  laft 
fefllons,  and  I  much  fear  the  pradical  con(lru<9ion  in  the 
execution  of  that  h6t  may  be  fuppofed  to  colour  the  mearw 
ing,  which  the  words  even  of  the  prefent  Aft  have  not.  The 
Ineaning  of  the  authors  of  this  meafure  is  at  lead  fufficiently 
clear,  and  it  is  my  duty  refift  it  here.  The  extent  to  which 
the  avowed  principle  is  carried,  is  to  me  a  matter  of  very  fe- 
condary  importance  ;  it  is  the  fyftem  of  an  inalienable  home 
defence,  under  the  command  of  gentlemen  of  independent 
fortune,  that  is  alone,  rn  my  edimation,  an  objeft  of  confti- 
tutional  value.  I'he  militia  was  a  force  by  which  the  com- 
bined zeal  and  patriotifm  of  the  whole  country  was  called 
forth  and  intereded  irn  the  defence  of  the  country  (if 
attacked  within  the  ifland)  in  the  only  way  in  which  the  zeal 
of  unprofeflional  men  can  be  called  forth ;  it  is  not  the  num- 
bers, but  the  fyftem,  violated  by  this  meafure  which  is  of  im- 
portance.   It  Is  therefore  a  vain  fuggeftion  that  there  will 
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poffibly  be  ftill  left  a  number  fufficient  to  preferve  entire  the 
original  eftablifhment.  The  tnilitia  is  a  force  of  a  peculiar 
fort,  not  an  arnay  fufficiently  defcribed  by  its  numbers.  After 
the  whole  body  of  militia  has  been  reduced  by  furnifhing 
recruits  to  the  army,  there  may  remain,  for  any  thing  I 
know  to  the  contrary,  numbers  equal  to  the  original  elia- 
bliOiment,  fpread  through  the  various  corps,  original,  fup- 
plementary,  and  voJAjnteers,  but  the  original  militia  cannot 
be  re-compofcd  by  adding  to  its  remains  a  number  equal  to 
its  old  eftabliihment  drawn  from  the  remnants  of  the  other 
corps.  The  men  of  the  two  lad.  are  not  fworn  in  for  the 
lame  fervice  ;  the  officers  of  the  fupplementary  are  not  qua- 
lified by  the  fame  ncceflary  property  ;  the  two  laft  corps  have 
Bo  cxiftence  beyond  the  war,  they  cannot  therefore  complete 
that  militia  which  continues  to  exift  in  peace.  Thefe  fe- 
Teral  corps  are  not  convertible  the  one  into  the  other  ;  they 
may  be  added  aud  fpHced  together  during  their  mutual  ex- 
igence into  an  heterogeneous  compound,  and  form  for  a  time 
a  miferable  regiment  of  (hreds  and  patches,  no  longer  feel- 
ing them  felves  the  champions  of  their  country  rcferved  for 
the  laft  flake;  but  degraded  to  that  fituation  of  a  drill  for 
the  army,  and  burthenfome  to  thofe  they  were  raifed  to  de« 
fend.  This  perverfion  of  the  militia  once  carried  into  exe- 
cution, irrecoverably  deftroys  it ;  the  legiflaturehas  not,  in  its 
omnipotence  povver  toreftoreit.  You  never  can  hereafter 
revive  the  confidence  you  have  deftroyed  ;  you  cannot  expeft 
that  unprofeffional  gentlemen  will  again  labour  in  the  forma-  . 
tion  of  regiments  which  they  can  have  no  expe£lation  to 
command  in  the  moment  of  danger ;  they  muft  remember 
that  their  zeal  and  labour  has  been  rewarded  by  the 
transfer  of  its  obje£t  to  another ;  they  muft  know  and  well 
remember  that  thofe  who  direS  the  military  arrangements 
of  the  country  hold  in  averflon  the  conflitutional  fydem  of 
militia,  and  have  fought  every  opportunity  of  deprefling  its 
zeal,  and  reducing  it  to  a  (landing  army ;  they  will  never 
talce  pride]in  forming  regiments  which  will  be  from  time  to 
time  diforganized  to  fupply  the  deficiencies  of  the  army ; 
and  the  counties  from  whence  they  fprung  will  not  without 
murmur  fubmit  to  pay  out  of  their  private  purfe  the  levy  of 
recruits  for  the  army.  If  the  noble  Lord  really  expevS^s  thap 
the  zeal  of  gentlemen  of  independent  fortune  will  furvive 
this  blow,  he  has  a  different  opinion  of  mankind  than  any 
other  perfon  I  have  converfed  with  ;  indeed  the  authors  of 
||iis  biU  have  thought  that  the  approbation  of  officers  niuft  be 
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obtained  by  other  ineans»  and  they  have  introduced  a  claiife 
as  difgraceful  to  the  propofers  as  it  is  to  the  perfons  who  are 
the  obje£ls  of  it.  I  allude  to  the  fhameful  and  iniquitous 
claufe  which  enables  the  King  to  continue  during  pleafure 
the  pay  ot  officers  rendered  ufclefs  by  the  deprivation  of  the 
men  :  it  is  a  flagitious  bribe  held  out  to  officers  to  perfuade 
them  to  become  the  corrupt  indruments  of  the  fedudion  of 
the  men  they  command  from  the  fervicc  they  are  engaged  in  ; 
it  is  a  difgraceful  military  pen  Hon  held  out  to  reconcile  felf* 
iniereft  to  a  bad  meafure,  by  placing  officers  without  fervice, 
and  its  concomitant  expence.**,  in  a  better  pecuniary  fituatioii 
than  thofe  officers  who  retain  the  labour  and  expence  of  their 
vocations.  I  have  taken  too  much  ot  your  time  on  a  fMbjeft 
for  which  I  think  it  is  too  late  to  find  a  remedy.  Govern-^ 
xncnt  has  thought  fit  to  deftroy  a  militia  which  was  the  pridp 
of  the  country,  and  of  little  burthen  to  the  public  purfe,  ancjf 
that  in  the  midd  of  an  alarming  war,  at  a  moment  when  50 
fail  vi  the  line  are  in  Brcil  haibour  fit  for  fea,  and  which  a 
little  change  in  the  fituation  of  the  continental  war  will  make 
again  formidable  to  our  coaft.  When  the  danger  revives, 
and  d(uneiHc  defence  is  again  wanted,  the  bad  policy  of  de* 
flfoying  the  militia  will  be  felt  to  efFeft,  which  has  been  ag 
much  the  objeii^  as  getting  a  few  more  men,  than  might  have 
been,  ob sained  by  di (banding  the  fupplemontary,  in  order  to 
recruit  from  the  increafed  numbers  in  the  public  flock. 

The  Earl  of  Wejjmoreland  faid,  he  had  made  the  obferva* 
tion  that  the  militia  officers  were  not  adverfe  to  the  bill,  be- 
caufe  he  did  not  hear  more  than  one  militia  officer  objc(fl  tcf 
it  in  another  Hou<fe  of  Parliament,  and  in  their  own  Houfe 
that  day  he  faw  but  few  militia  officers  prefent. 

The  Earl  of  Carnarvon  faid  the  bill  of  lafl  year  had  been 
introduced  at  a  late  period  of  a  protraded  feflion,  when  fevf 
noble  Lords  belonging  to  the  militia  were  iartown;  but  that 
if  the  noble  Earl  imagined  that  the  militia  officers  in  general 
anproved  of  the  bill,  becaufe  at  fuch  an  unufually  early  open- 
ing of  a  feflion,  few  of  them  appeared  in  Parliament  ^o  op- 
^ofe  it,  he  wa*^  mifcrably  miftakcn.  \ 

The  Earl  of  J^ardw  eke  faid  he  admitted  that  the  bill  was 
liable  to  much  objcSion,  and  that  it  contained  many  things 
that  muft  be  felt  by  militia  officers  as  grievous  and  painful, 
but  that  the  propriety  of  enlarging  the  ofTcnfive  force  of  the 
country  induced  him  to  give  it  his  fupport,  much  as  he  de- 
plored the  neceflity  for  any  fuch  bill.  His  Lordfhip  faid,  he 
pattered  himfelf  that  the  militia  officers  wcpid  pafs  over  any 
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little  temporary  inconveniences  that  they  might  be  put  to  in 
conTequence  of  the  mealure  then  under  condderationy  and 
recoiled  that'  it  was  the  iruercft  of  the  country  gentlemen . 
^nd  landholdexs  to  Ly  afide  all  perfonal  confldcrations,  and 
cordially  to  co-operate  with  ihe  Lcgiflature  in  adopting  fuch 
meafuresas  were  ihe  btft  calculated  to  accelerate  a  fafe  and 
permanent  peace.     His  Lordlhip  reminded  the  Houfc  of  the 
very  diiFerent  ftate  of  the  country  in  point  of  fafety  when  the 
augmentation  of  the  militia  was  propofcd  from  what  it  wa$ 
at  prefent.     That  augmr.niation  was  called  forth  about  nine 
or  twelve  months  after  the  bill  paffed,  becaufe  then  the 
French  were  making  peace  with  the  powers  of  the  conti- 
nent, concentrating  a  large  mafs  of  force  and  marching 
them  to  their  weftern  coafts  for  the  purpofc  of  invading  thi$ 
kingdom.     It  was  confequently  neceffary  to  increafe  our 
internal  defenfive  force  as  much  as  poffible.     No  man  would 
aflert  that  the  fame  danger  threatened  now.  On  the  contrary^ 
fhe  change  of  affairs  pointed  out  the  policy  of  diminifhing 
our  defenfive  force  and  increafirig  our  ofFcnfive  force.     Foe 
^hefe  and  other  reafons  which  his  Lord(hip  alTigncd,  he  de* 
plared  that  although  he  faw  confiderable  objedions  to  the 
bill  if  it  had  been  introduced  under  other  circumftanccs,  he 
ftould  now  think  it  his  dutv  to  vote  for  the  bill. 

Lord  Gfenvriif  fpoke  to  the  following  efFcd ;  my  Lords,  J 
(hall  not  detain  the  Houfe  long  On  a  fuhjed  which  has  bceq; 
i^lready  fo  fully  and  ably  difcuired,  particularly  as  much'  ha$ 
fceen  anticipated  of  what  I  wifhcd  to  obferve.  With  rcfped 
to  the  inconveniences  likely  to  arife  from  the  operation  of 
the  l^ill  now  l>efore  your  Lord(hips,  I  have  only  to  obferve, 
that  an  argument  of  a  fimilar  kind,  might  wiih  equal  pro- 

rriety,  he  advanced  ^gainft  every  meafure  of  public  utility. 
am  ready  to  admit  that  the  biH.will  be  produdive  of  fome 
inconveniences,*. but  however'great  they  may  be,  they  muft, 
when  compared  with  the  taft  advantages  likely  to  refult  from 
the  meafure,  prove  partial  and  trifling  in  their  eifed.  It 
would  indeed  be  peculiarly  hard,  when  the  exigencies  of  the 
public  fervice  are  duly  confidered,  that  the  officers  of  the 
militia  ihould  be  permitted  to  keep  on  the  defenfive  a  force 
in  every  rcfped  adequate  to  ad  with  cfFed  on  the  offenfivc, 
for  the  attainment  of  our  general  welfare  and  the  fecuriiy  of 
our  deareft  interefts.  In  difcufling  the  prefent  quedion,  we 
^annot  too  attentively  dired  our  confideration  to  the  nature 
of  ihe  times,  and  to  the  alteration  which  has  taken  place  in 
political  circumftances.   •  it  has  been  faidi  that  the  officers 
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are  fenfibly  afFe£led  at  being,  deprived  of  the  command  of 
ipen  whom  they  have  difciplined  ;  but  would  it  not  be  a 
curious  kind  of  argument  againfl  the  bill  were  they  to  fay  in 
defence  of  their  condu6l  in  refiding  the  meafure,  '*  we 
have  trained  a  body  of  men  able  to  fervc  their  country  ;  yet 
we  cannot  agree,  that  they  (ball  volunteer  their  fervices 
when  the  moment  which  peculiarly  calls  for  manly  and  pa* 
triotic  exertion  is  arrived?"  Yet,  my  Lords,  to  that  effedl 
do  the  arguments  tend  which  are  brought  forward  againft 
the  bill.  The  noble  I/Ord,  my  relation,  has  inferred  from 
the  preamble,  that  the  bill  does  not  apply  to  the  old  militiat 
but  he  will  give  me  leave  to  obfefvethat  his  inference  is  very 
much  drained.  For  to  deduce  any  argument  from  the  pre- 
amble, when  ti)e  bill  itfelf  may  be  more  juftly  referred  to, 
is  a  proceeding  rather  out  of  the  way.  If  therefore  he  will 
take  the  trouble  of  confulting  the  claufes,  he  will  find,  that 
it  applies  to  any  militia  of  the  country,  and  not  to  the  fup- 
plemental  militia  only.  The  ena£tment  is  di(lin£t  and 
undeniable,  and  relates  to  any  militia ;  and  if  }  am  called 
upon  to  go  further  with  my  opinion,  I  have  no  hefitation  in 
faying,  that  both  bills  do  9pply  to  all  the  militia.  It  is  not, 
^owcver,  neceflary  no\y  to  enter  into  a  recapitulation  of 
what  has  been  urged  in  the  confjderation  of  the  a£l  of  la(t 
fiedion,  Of  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  a  fubje£t 
which  was  then  fo  fully  difcufled.  But  it  has  been  ob? 
ferved  by  my  noble  relation,  that  to  convert  what  has  beeri 
termed  the  conflitutional  defenpe  of  the  country  into  a  dif- 
pofeable  military  force,  would  be  confidered  as  a  breach  of 
faith  with  rctpeSt  to  the  officers,  the  land-holderj^,  and  the^ 
farmers.  I  anfwer,  no  fuch  thjng.  for  it  is  in  reality-con- 
verting  it  to  the  fecurity  and  promotion  of  thejr  happinef$ 
and  permanent  intereds.  1  grant  it  is  not  made  to  a£t 
within  the  kingdom,  but  the  vigorous  co-operation  w;hich 
our  external  efFarts  receive  from  it,  niuft  ultimately  tend  to 
the  advantage  and  glory  of  the  kingdom,  and  consequently 
to  the  eflential  benefit  and  profperity  of  the  officers,  land- 
holders, and  farmers.  XVith  refpeS  to  any  apprehenfion  of 
a  diminution  of  fpirit  and  zeal  throughout  the  country,  fo 
far  am  I  from  being  alarmed  by  fears  of  that  nature,  that  I 
am  convinced,  if  we  are  to  form  an  opinion  of  the  future 
from  the  pad  and  prefent  glorious  exertions  of  the  country, 
in  the  arduous  conted  in  which  we  are  engaged,, they  wil|| 
on  the  contrary,  increafe  and  give  additional  energy  to  the 
mcafures   of  Govexnnffnt.     Many  ftaiemenls   have  been 
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made  by  a  noble  Lord  with  refpefl  to  the  expedition  for  the 
deliverance  of  Holland,  and  I  can  alTurethe  noble  Lord  .that 
I  perfe611y  coincide  with  him  in  many  of  his  pofiiions.     He 
admits  that  the  reftoration  of  the  ancient  Government  would 
bean  advantage  to  this  country.     In  that  (latement  we  cor- 
dially agree.     He  has  darted  as  an  objeSion  to  me,  that  I 
formerly  fatd  that  Government  contained  in  itfelf  principles 
of  inherent  weaknefs,  and  carried  in  its  bofom  the  feeds  of 
its  own  difTolution.     Here  alfo  I  agree  with  the  noble  Lord, 
and  freely  allow  that  I  did  make  ufe  of  fentiments  to  a  fimi- 
lar  €ffe&.     But  does  it  therefore  follow  from  my  admifHon, 
that  we  are  not  to  exert  ourfelves  in  the  refloration  of  a  Go- 
vernment fo  formed,  and  for  the  weaknefs  of  which  we 
cannot  be  accountable  ?  Is  it  not  evident,  that  if  the  ancient 
<jovernment  of  Holland  be  once  redored,  it  will  be  capa- 
ble, like  our  own,  of  correding  the  defers,  and  remedying 
the  evils  with  which  it  has  been  vitiated  ?  But  perhaps  the 
noble  Lord  is  more  inclined  to  pay  refpefl  to  authoritfes  than 
to  arguments,  and  I  am  enabled  to  gratify  him  even  in  that 
point.     Has  he  ever  heard  of  the  attempt  made  by  this  coun- 
try, and  its  zealous  interference  in   1787,  to  preferve  the 
tranquillity  of  Holland  from  the  violent  excefles  of  a  tur- 
bulent democracy  ?    Even  at  that  period,  fituatcd  as  we 
were,  after  a  long  and  ruinous  war,  with  our  refources  im- 
paired, and  our  finances  diftreifed,  we  ventured,  at  the  rifle 
of  every  thing,  to  ftep  forward  in  a  bold  and  manly  manner^ 
to  aflford  that  aflidance  to  Holland  of  which  (he  then  flood 
fo  much  in  need.    The  condud  of  Government  upon  that 
momentous  occafion  was  even  approved  by  thofe  moil  agree- 
able at  prefent  in  political  fentiment  to  the  noble  Lord,  yet 
he  now  finds  in  it  a  fubje£l  of  reprehenfion.     He  fays  th^ 
expedition  is  not  fandlioned  by  the  wiihes  and  co-operation 
of  the  people  of  the  country.     I  do  not  defire  to  puih  my 
opinion  in  this  inftance  as  far  as  the  noble  Lord,  for  it  is  not 
my  wi(h  to  confider  the  refloration  of  the  ancient  Govern- 
ment as  conneded  with  the  inhabitants  in  a  numerical  point 
of  view.     But  let  us,  my  Lords,  take  the  quefiion  fairly, 
and  conGder  how  far  we  are  fupported  by  fadts.     In  refer- 
ring therefore  to  them,  we  find  that  wherever  opportunities 
have  been  given  to  the  people  to  declare  themfelves  in  fa- 
vour of  their  ancient  lawful  Government,  they  have   uni- 
formly adopted  that  line  of  condufl.     If  we  are  to  be  in- 
fluenced in  our  judgments  by  circumflances  devoid  of  doubt^ 
and  not  by  idle  fpeculationsj  what  is  the  inference  which 
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we  are  author! Fed  to  draw  from  the  events  which  have  aT-< 
ready  occurred?  Is  it  no  proof  of  the  fenfe  of  the  £>utch 
people  in  favour  of  the  reftoration  of  their  former  Govern- 
menty  that  the  failors  of  ^he  fleet,  forming  a  confiderable 
body  of  them,  feized  the  firft  opportunity  of  returning  to 
that  order  of  things  under  which  they  were  once  happy  and 
flourilhing  ?  &ut  without  adverting  to  fads,  we  are  furnifhed 
with  abundant  proofs  of  the  wifhes  of  the  Dutch  in  the  na- 
ture of  man  ;  and  when  we  confider  the  infults  experienced 
by  them  from  the  wanton  tyranny  of  the  French,  the  anni- 
hilation of  their  commerce  from  the  deftrudive  policy  of 
their  pretended  allies,  the  total  deg  adatton  of  their  national 
pride  and  the  plunder  of  their  property,  can  we  be  at  a  lofs 
to  come  to  a  decifion  with  rcfpe£t  to  the  real  wiChes  of  the 
.people  of  Holland  as  to  the  iffue  of  the  expedition  ?  ManV 
allufions  have  been  made  to  the  lawful  Government  of  Ho^> 
land,  and  I  beg  leave,  my  Lords,  to  fay  a  few  vtrords  on 
that  head.  The  noble  Lord  has  Aated  that  the  Stadtholder 
has  been  named  in  an  official  paper  as  the  legitimate  fove« 
xeign  of  that  country,  but  he  muil  be  perfedly  aware  that 
the  fovercignty  refided  in  the  States  General.  But  he  pro* 
babiy  alludes  to  an  article  fuppofed  to  be  written  by  a  naval 
officer,  and  publifhed  in  a  Dutch  Paper,  of  which  I  profefs 
jnyfelf  to  have  no  knowledge  but  through  that  channel. 
The  language  of  the  noble  Lord  with  refpedt  to  the  Dutch 
polleilions  whrich  have  fallen  into  our  power,  would  have  been 
more  fuitablc  to  the  chara£ler  of  General  Brune  and  Gene* 
ral  Daendels,  and  it  would  be  extremely  improper  to  difcufs 
here  what  the  terms  of  aduftment  may  be  hereafter. 

Lord  Grenville  concluded  his  reply  to  the  opponents  of  the 
bill,  by  obferying,  that  we  had  uniformly  evirtced  the  fin- 
cereft  proofs  of  our  defire  to  rc-edablKh  the  happinefs  and 
Independence  of  Holland,  that*  we  had  even  offered,  during 
the  negociatioii  with  Fraace,  to  redore  to  the  Dutch  their 
mod  valuable  polfedions,  provided  France  left  them  in  the 
enjoyment  of  their  rights  ;  and  that  the  obje6l  of  the  bill 
was  to  eftablifh  ou  a  permanent  bafis  the  real  interefls  of  this 
country. 

Locd  H$Hand  faid,  he  would  only  detain  their  Lordfliips 
two  minutes  to  explain.  The  noble  Lord,  as  ufual,  had 
mifconceived  his  argument.  He  had  argued  on  the  good  of 
the* expedition  to  Holland,  and  counterbalanced  it  with  the 
^vils  that  might  refult  from  it ;  whereas  the  noble  Secretary 
i>LStdte  fpoke  of  his  admilHons  as  if  he  had  oiade  ufe  of 
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them  as  arguments  againft  the  bill.  With  regard  to  th« 
word  numerically^  which  the  noble  Lord  had  that  evening, 
as  he  had  often  before,  put  into  his  mouth,  he  defied  him  to 
fhew  that  he  had,  either  then  or  on  any  former  occaGon^ 
made  ufe  of  it-  He  faw  with  what  vievv  the  noble  Secre- 
tary chofe  to  impute  the  mention  of  the  word  numerically 
to  him  ;  but  he  never  would  fit  Client  and  fubmit  to  fuch  an 
imputation.  His  Lordfhip  faid,  undoubtedly,  he  fhould 
always  feel  the  utmoft  refpe£l  for  that  authority  referred  to 
\a  the  latter  part  of  the  noble  Lord's  fpeech  \  but,  in  re- 
fpe«5l  to  the  matter  alluded  to,  he  happened  to  entertain  an 
opinion  different  from  that  which  fell  from  the  authority  in 
queilion,  of  whom  it  was  always  the  cuftom  of  the  noble 
Secretary  to  fpeak  in  the  manner  that  he  had  done  that 
night. 

Lord  Holland  complimented  Lord  Hardwicke,  who  had, 
he  faid,  with  gread  candour  put  the  argument  on  its  right 
grounds,  viz.  that  as  it  was  neceifary  to  diminiOi  our  defen^ 
five  and  increafe  our  ofFenfive  force,  he  would  fupport  the 
billf  thotigh  admitted,  it  was  liable  to  great  objedion. 

The  Houfe  divided, 
Contents         -         26    |    K9t'Contenis         -         3 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  committed  the  next  day. 

Adjourned  at  half  pad  eight* 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

FRIDAY,   OCT.   4, 

Mr.  Bragge  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Bill  for  (topping 
Diflilleries,  which  was  read,  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrofTed,  and  to  be  read  a  third  time  the  next  day,  if 
then  engrofled. 

Mr.  R$fe  brought  up  the  Bill  for  continuing  the  Duty 
upon  Malt,  &c.  Read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  fecond  time  the  next  day. 

As  alfo  the  Bill  for  continuing  the  duty  as  a  Land  Tax  on 
all  Places,  Penfions,  &c.  which  pafTed  through  the  fame 
ftage. 

Mr.  Rofe  alfo  brought  up  a  Bill  for  enabling  his  Majefty's 
Commiffioners  of  Cuftoms  to  allow  Britifh  Plantation  Sugar 
to  be  warehoufed,  and  to  take  Bonds  for  the  payment  of 
Duties  thereon  in  certain  cafes,  &c.  Read  a  firft  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Rofe  brought  up  a  Bill  for  railing  Money  by  Loans 
Vol.  L  1799.  R  on 
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on  Exchequer  Bills  to  a  certain  amount^  for  the  year  1800, 
read  a  fiid  time,  and  ordered  tp  be  read  a  fecond  time  the 
next  day. 

Colonel  Gafcoym  brought  up  a  Bill  for  enabling  his  Ma-» 
jefty  to  direct  the  iirue  of  Exchequer  Bills  to  a  limited 
amount,  and  in  the  manner  therein  mentioned,  for  the  Re* 
lief  of  the  Merchants  of  Liverpool  and  Lapcafter.  Read 
a  iirft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  (econd  time  the  next 
day. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved,  that  the  38th  of 
George  III.  cap.  6  and  39.  Geo.  III.  cap.  21  and  108}  be 
read ;  which  being  done  pro  forma y 

He  moved,  that  leave  be  given  to  biing  in  a  Bill  to  extend 
the  period  forgiving  preference  to  certain,  bodies  therein 
mentioned,  for  the  Redemption  of  the  Land  Tax.  Granted* 

The  Bill  for  amending  certain  pans  of  the  income  Bill 
was  read  a  fecond  time,,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Hoiife  the  next  day* 

WAR    IN    INDIA. 

Mr,  Secretary  Dundas  then  rofe  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Houfe  to  a  fubjc£l  of  which  he  had  given  notice,  which 
^vas,  to  move  thanks  to  a  noble  perfon  who  had  a  great  fliare 
in  the  late  glorious  war  in  India. 

He  confefled  himfelf  at  a  lofs  to  exprefs  every  thing  he 
felt  on  this  occafion,  and  probably  the  bed  way  would  be 
for  him  to  confine  himfelf  within  a  very  narrow  compafs. 
With  this  view  it  was,  that  he  moved  for  the  papers  which 
were  now  upon  the  table  relating  to  the  fubjedt,  by  which 
every  perfon  who  perufed  them  was  enabled  to  judge  of  the 
merits  of  this  important  bufinefs. 

The  Houfe  would  recolle£k  that  at  the  commencement  of 
the  adminidration  of  his  hon.  Friend  in  India,  the  affairs  of 
that  part  of  the  globe  were  a  good  deal  dtfcufTed;  for  it  was 
a  topic  on  which  gentlemen  differed  in  that  Houfe",  particu* 
larly  with  regard  to  the  mode  in  which  thofe  invaluable  pof<« 
feflions  (hould  be  governed ;  but  there  was  one  topic  on 
which  there  was  no  difference  of  opinion  in  the  Houfe* 
Indeed  it  was  a  thing  on  which  the  underfbindings  were  fa- 
tisfied ;  th  u  where  there  was  an  immenfe  territory  fo  far 
removed  from  the  Biitilh  empire,  it  was  in  vain  to  think  it 
could  be  governed  otherwife  than  by  a  mixture  of  different 
ingredients  ;  that  on  the  one  hand  there  fbould  be  a  power- 
fut  and  energetic  force  capable  of  refifling  thofe  whofe  fyf* 
le/n  made  them  the  difturber;  of  the  peace  of  the  world,  but 
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that  this  mere  power  would  but  ill  anfwer  the  purpofe  for 
which  we  held  a  Government  in  India ;  it  (bould  therefore 
bemixt  and  tempered  with  a  due  portion  of  juilice^  modera-. 
rion,  humanity,  and  a  regard  for  and  attention  to  the  inte- 
reftj  of  others.    Thefe  were  things  on  which  the  common 
onderftandtngs  of  mankind  were  fatisfied,  and  without  a  duo 
regard  to  them  it  was  impofllble  that  we  (houid  continue  our 
power  in  India.     It  was  with  this  view  that  he  thought,  n^* 
ceffary  theCe  papers  (hould  be  produced,  and  he  was  confident 
he  did  not  fay  too  much  when  he  faid  the  perufal  of  them 
would  give  fatisfa£lion  to  every  man  who  had  at  heart  tho 
intereft  of  this  country,  and  knew  the  value  of  its  poifef^ 
{fODs.     The  propofition  eftabliihed  by  thefe  papers  was,  that 
every  exertion  was  made  that  could  be  made  on  our  part  to 
avoid  hoftilities  with  Tippoo  Sultaun ;  and  there  does  not 
remain  any  doubt  on  the  face  of  thefe  papers  that  while  ho 
was  profefllng  an  unlimited  friendOiip  for  this  country, 
there  was  ftrong  prefumptive  evidence  now  brought  clearly 
to  light  by  the  unequivocal  difcovery  which  has  been  made^ 
that  at  that  very  period,  and  when  he  was  evading  every  ex« 
plauiution  with  this  country,  poftponihg  it  under  futile  and 
idle  pretences,  he  was  determined  to  do  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  work  our  deftrudion  in  India ;  he  endeavoured  to 
amufe  us  until  he  thought  the  military  preparations  he  had 
made  would  be  fit  for  open  hodility,  and  while  he  was  thus 
endeavouring  to  impofe  upon  the  government  of  India,  he 
was  fecretly,  as  he  thought,  entering  into  an  agreement  with 
the  enemy  of  this  country. 

He  did  not  take  notice,  he  faid,  of  the  papers  to  which  he 
referred  for  the  truth  of  thefe  aCfertions,  becaufe  to  thofe  who 
heard  the  papers,  the  matter  was  too  clear  to  need  illuflration^ 
and  ir would  be  only  confuming  time  to  advert  to  them. 

Under  fuch  circumftances,  the  government  of  India  was 
critical ;  the  Governor  General  was  not  to  enter  haftily  into 
an  attack,  nor  was  he  to  wait  at  all  events  until  the  attack 
was  made  on  us,  or  until  an  advantage  was  obtained  againft 
us.  The  firft  thing  he  was  to  fay  of  the  Earl  of  Mornington 
was,  that  in  this  delicate  and  critical  fituation,  warto  befeen 
on  his  part  an  accurate  medium,  fuitable  to  the  real  intereft 
of  the  Briti(h  empire.  On  the  one  hand  he  was  forcible  and 
<)»gniAed,  and  on  the  other,  cautious  of  entering  into  an  open 
rupture,  a  thing  long  determined  on  by  the  enemy  ;  this  he 
cat ried  perhaps  beyond  the  verge  of  prudence,  but  where 
chsie  was  complete  (iiccefs  in  the  refult,  it  was  never  gracious 
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to  complain  of  the  moderation  of  the  fuccefsful  party.  God 
forbid  he  fliould  fay  any  thing  againft  the  moderation  of  hi» 
noble  Friend  when  the  fupport  of  the  dignity  of  Great  Bri« 
tain  was  his  object ;  and  without  adverting  to  particulars  he 
would  only  fay  that  the  condud  of  Lord  Mornington  was  of 
the  moft  mafterly  kind ;  but  in  fpeaking  of  that  condud  he 
Could  not  forbear  obferving  that  it  was  in  train,  and  was  part 
of  a  fyftem  which  he  found  eftablifhed  when  he  went  to  In* 
dia ;  he  walked  in  the  footfteps  of  that  illuftrious  perfon 
whofe  condudl  in  the  former  war  in  India  was  highly  ho- 
nourable to  the  Britifli  name.  [Here  he  fpecified  fome  of 
the  brave  and  wortlw  adions  of  Lord  Cornwallis  in  India, 
as  well  as  .fome  of  Earl  Mornington's,  and  then  obferved] 
It  was  fufiicient  to  fay,  that  on  both  occafions  th«  condud  of 
each  of  thefe  illuftrious  perfons  was  complete,  and  diredly 
tending  to  the  glory  and  moft  valuable  interefts  of  the  BritiOi 
empire,  whether  confidered  as  to  its  moderation  and  dignity 
on  the  one  hand,  or  for  its  prompitude,  energy  and  vigour  oa 
the  other. 

Thefe  obfervations  applied  merely  to  the  My/ore \  but 
there  was  another  part  oi  the  condud  of  Lord  Morningtont 
and  that  which,  in  his  opinion,  formed  the  moft  prominent 
part  of  his  character  as  a  judicious  ftatefman.  There  was 
an  army  of  i4,coo  men, -well  difciplined  and  trained,  and 
guided  by  French  officers,  intended  to  adt  upon  a  plan  of  ge* 
neral  confederacy,  and  which  was  to  co-operate  with  a  force 
in  Egypt,  for  the  purpofe  of  accomplifliing  our  deftrndioa 
in  India,  but  Lord  Mornington  had  the  addrefs  of  annihi* 
lating  the  influence  of  the  French,  and  of  turning  this  army, 
thus  intended  for  our  deftrufiion,  into  an  engine  for  our  fup« 
port.  This  was  a  circumftance  for  which  he  thought  we 
ought  to  be  thankful  to  Providence.  He  obferved  alfo  that 
great  praife  was  due  to  General  Baird  for  his  brave  conduA 
at  the  attack  of  Seringapatam.  It  was  fingular  that  this  hf-» 
roic  officer  was  three  years  in  imprifonment  in  4fon|,  on  thq 
order  of  the  very  ufurper  whofe  perfidy  in  this  inftance  he 
wastheinftrumentof  Providence  to  punifh. 

Having  faid  thts,  he  thought  he  was  now  colled  on  toad* 
Vert  to  sfnother  noble  and  illuftrious  charader,  who  had  a^d 
in  a  manner  fo  glorious  that  a  man  of  a  little  mind  could 
fcarcely  believe  it  of  a  human  charader ;  he  meant  the  con- 
thid  of  Lord  Clive :  it  was  not  the  condud  of  a  man  aflfeded 
hy  little  jealoufy  or  peevifh  ambition,  but  it  was  plain,  di« 
itGt^  open,  honourable,  cordial,  and  manlyi  fuch  as  was  wor-r 

thx 
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tby  the  bread  that  pants  for  the  glory  of  its  country :  he 
joined  his  efforts  to  thofe.  of  the  Governor  General  for  the . 
common  good.     He  faid  this  for  various  reafons;  he  knew' 
the  private  fentiments  and  feelings  pf  that  Nobleman,  and 
they  were  exprefled  in  private  correfpondence  which  he  did 
not  intend  to  reach  his  Majefty's  Miniders,  but  which,  as 
well  as  his  anions,  prove  that  he  wiQies  to  follow  the  glory 
of  his  illuftrious  anceftpr,  who  long  agp  laid  the  foundation. 
of  the  Britifli  fame  in  India.     Such  was  the  feeling  of  Lord ' 
Clive,  and  he  would  fay  he  was  entitled  to  the  warmed 
thanks  of  his  country. 

.  With  regard  to  the  m^itary  in  general,  he  could  only  fay»' 
that  from  the  higheft  of  them  to  the  loweft,   they  vied  with, 
cjich  other  which  of  them  (hould  do  the  mod  for  the  fervice 
of  his  country,  to  all  of  whom  a  proper  acknowledgment 
ihould  be  made  in  that  Houfe. 

The  papers  before  the  Houfe,  and  to  which  he  had  already  • 
aUoded,  proved  beyond  the  poflibility  of  a  doubt  that  this  war. 
on  our  part  was  purely  defend ve;  and  the  adtions  proved* 
that  all  the  perfons  employed  in  it  did  their  duty  in  the  moft 
gallant  manner :  they  were  entitled  to  the  bcft  thanks  their 
country  could  give  them ;  for  by  their  efforts  the  Britilh  power 
in  India  was  placed  in  a  fituation  which  nothing  but  mifr- 
qumagement  could  ever  prevent  frotn  being  permanent  and 
moft  glorious.  The  world  mud  know  that  we  are  great  and 
powerful  in  India;. and  that,  if  neceflfary,  we  can  repel  an 
aggrelHon  or  refent  an  infult ;  and  that  wc  can  call  forth  the. 
vengeance  of  a  great  empire  when  any  attack  is  made  upon 
its  intereft  or  its  honour;  but  above  all,  let  the  world  know 
that  wc  exercife  our  power  with  juftice,  and  temper  our  re- 
fentment  with  moderation.  Let  us  bring  the  minds  of  the 
people  of  India  to  this  refle£tion,  that  we  are  guided  by  hu- 
manity and  mildnefs;  that  they  will  be  fafe  only  as  they  fub« 
mit  to  us ;  and  that  their  happinefs,  and  that  of  their  pofterityj^ 
will  depend  upon  their  being  fubje£ls  of  the  Britifh  empire.  ' 

He  then  moved,  that  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to. 
the  right  hon.  R.  IVeftley^  Earl  of  Mornington,  Governor 
General  of  Indian  for  the  wifdom,  decifion,  and  energy,  •  dif.* 
played  by  him  from  the  time  of  his  taking  upon  him  the  go- 
vernment of  India  to  the  glorious  termination  of  the  late  war 
by  the  capture  of  S^ringapatam,  &c.  &c.  Agreed  to  rtem  con. 

He  then  moved  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  Lord  Clivef  Go* 
nroor  of  the  fettlement  of  Fort  Saint  George,  for  his  zealous, 

cordial^ 
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cordtaly  and  honourable  concurrence  with  the  Governor  Ge- 
neral, &c.  &c.     Agreed  to  mm.  cm, 

,  Thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  Jonathan  Duncan^  Efij.  Governor 
oJF  Bombay^  for  his  zealous  co-operation  find  fupport,  &c.  &c. 
Agreed  to  nem.  con. 

Thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  Lieutenant  General  George  Harrir, 
for  the  whole  of  his  able  and  qfieritorious  condu(^  in  com- 
manding the  forces,  &e.  &c.     Agreed  to  item.  cm. 

Thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  Lieutenant  General  Jamef  Stuarf^  - 
Commander  in  Chieif  of  the  B$mbny  army,  for  his  co-opeia- 
tion*  i^c.  &c.     Agreed  to  nem.  con. 
'  That  the  Houfe  doth  acknowledge  and  approve  the  fervices 
of  the  men,  &c.     Agreed  to  nem.  con. 

That  Mr.  Speaker  do  communicate  thefe  votes  to  Loid- 
Momittgton,  &c.  &c.     Pgfled. 

Sir  ^.  Toung  moved  the  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill  for  al- 
lowing further  time  to  certain  perfons  of  the  lilands  of  Gre* 
ji^da  and  St.  Vincent's,  to  make  good  their  payment  of  the 
ipftallments  of  a  loan,  due  from  them  to  the  Public  The 
trill  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  the  next  day* 

The  bill  for  iiruitig  Exchequer  Bills  to  a  cextain  amount 
cm  the  credit  of  the  laft  Duty  upon  Importation  and  £x« 
gortation,  paiTed  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  and  the 
report  was  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day. 

Deferred  Committees  of  Supply  and  of  Ways  and  Means 
to  Monday.     Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

SATURDAY,    OCTOBER,    5. 

.  The  Houfe  refolvcd  itfelf  into  a  Committee  om  the  New 
Militia  Bill,  and  went  through  it  without  amendments.  The 
Import  was  ordered  to  be  received  on  Monday,  when  the  bill^ 
was  ordered  to  bexc^d  a  third  time. 

The  Scotch  Diftillery  Bill,  and  the  Laws  Expiring  Bill,' 
were  brought  up  by  Mr.  Bragge  and  others,  and  read  a  iirft 
time..    Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS.     . 

SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  5. 

The  bill  for  preventing  Diftilleries  in  Scotland  was  read  a 
^ird  time  and  pafTed.    Its  duration  is  until  the  i  ft  of  March,* 


— «»^'»  I  11  »tti 
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180O9  but  there  is  a  power  in  it  for  the  King  in  Council  t^ 
allow  the  diftilleries  to  take  place  at  any  time. 

The  Expiring  Laws  Bill  was  alfo  read  a  third  time  and 
pafled.  This  bill  renews  and  continues  until  the  20th  of  Fe^ 
biuary,  1800  ;  the  provifions  of  the  bill  for  the  better  Pre- 
veotioa  and  Puniflment  of  Attemipts  to  Seduce  from  their 
Duty  any  of  his  Majefty's  Forces  by  fea  or  land,  and  alfo  the 
bill  to  enable  his  Majefty  to  accept  the  Services  of  fuch  Mh» 
litia  as  may  be  willing  to  ferve  in  Ireland. 

The  Malt  Duty  Bill  was  read  a  fccond  time,- and  ordered  . 
to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on 
Monday. 

The  ChanaUor  of  the  Exchequer  moved,  that  the  A6t  ©f  the 
37th  of  his  prcfent  Majefty  be  read;  with  a  view,  he  faid,  of 
fupplyingadefed  in  that  ftatute.  It  related  to  the  power  of 
his  Majefty  to  call  Parliament  together  in  14  days  by  Procla- 
mation. Parliament  was  at  this  inftant  adingforthe  advan*- 
fage  of  the  public,  and  ailembled  under  that  authority ;  but 
it  they  (hould  happen  to  feparate  under  an  adjournment  to  4 
time  more  diftant  than  public  convenience  required  upon 
emergency  they  (hould  aiTemble)  his  Majefly  had  no  power 
to  caU  them  together  before  that  period,  becaufe  the  power 
given  by  the  A£l  extended  only  to  prorogation.  The  reafoa 
on  which  this  power  was  given  the  Houfe  would  fee  applied 
equally  to  adjournment  as  proro^tion  :  it  was  therefore  ad« 
▼ifable  to  extend  the  power  in  that  refpeS.  The  hSt  being 
read,  he  moved  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  em- 
power his  Majefty  to  ihoften  the  time  of  meeting  of  Parli%* 
men t  in  cafes  of  adjournment.     Granted* 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  Attorney  and  Soli* 
citor  General,  and  Mr.  Bragge  were  ordered  to  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Bragge  brought  up  the  report  of  a  bill  to  enable  the 
Lords  Commifljoners  of  his  Majefty's  Treafury  to  iiTue  Ex* 
chequer  Bills  on  the  credit  of  the  duty  on  Exportation  and 
Importation  of  Sugar,  &c. 

The  amendments  were  read  and  agreed  to,  the  bill  ordered^ 
to  be  engrofled,  and  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Monday,  if 
then  en^roifed. 

The  bill  for  impofing  the  Duty  as  Land  Tax  on  all  Places^ 
Fenfions,  &c.  was  read  a  fecond  tim^e,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  Monday  ; 

As  was  alfo  the  bill  for  empowering  Cotpmiflioners  of  the 

Cvftoms^ 
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Cuftoms  to  allow  Britifh  Plantation  Sugar  to  be  warelioD£Bdy 
and  to  take  Bonds  for  the  Payment  of  the  Duty,  &c. ; 

As  was  alfo  another  Exchequer  Bills'  Bill  for  the  (ervice 
of  the  year  1800; 

.  As  was  alfo  the  bill  for  enabling  his  Majefty  to  direA  the 
iiTuc  of  Exchequer  Bills  to  a  limited  amount,  and  in  a  man^ 
tier  therein  mentioned,  for  the  Relief  of  the  Merchants  of 
JLiverpooI  and  Lancafter,  &c. 

The  bill  for  amending  fome  part  of  the  Income  Tax  pafled 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  and  the  report  was  order- 
ed to  be  received  on  Monday. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  brought  up  a  bill  for  em^ 

E^wering  his  Majedy  to  (horten  the  time  of  meeting  the  two 
oufes  of  Parliament  in  cafes  of  adjournment.     Read  a  firft 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  Monday. 
'   Mr.  Tierney  aflced  if  there  was  any  objedion  to  printing 
this  bill? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  it  was  merely  to  ex- 
tend to  adjournment  the  power  which  his  Majefty  poiTeflfed 
already  in  cafe  of  prorogation  of  Parliament. 

RUSSIAN   TROOPS. 

Mr.  Tierney  (aid  that  the  treaties  between  bis  Majefty  and 
the  Emperor  of  Ruflia,  although  for  fome  time  laid  before 
the  Houfe,  not  having  yet  been  printed,  he  had  been  in- 
duced to  go  down  to  the  Houfe  in  the  morning  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  peruflng  them,  and  finding  them  to  be  of  the  higheft 
importance  he  was  defirous  to  know  when  it  was  Mr.  Pitt's 
intention  to  have  them  taken  into  confideration.  In  the  lad 
fedion  a  fubfidy  had  been  voted  for  45,000  Ruflian  troops, 
and  it  now  appeared  that  fince  that  Treaty  another  had  been 
entered  into  for  17,000  more  to  ferve  at  our  expence  in 
Holland. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  the  Houfe  hav- 
ing in  the  laft  feffion  approved  of  a  Ruflian  fubfidy,  and 
alio  given  his  Majefty*s  Minifters  a  vote  of  credit,  he  ihould 
not  think  it  neceflary  to  bring  the  fubjeS  again  before  Par- 
liament. With  refpe£t  to  the  Treaties  they  would  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Tierney  replied,  that  the  fubfidy  to  which  he  more 
particularly  alluded,  was  one  which  had  not  before  been 
communicated  to  Parliament,  and  confequently  had  not  re- 
ceived its  fan£tion.  Of  the  terms  he  would  now  fay  nothing  3 
whether  they  were  extravagant  or  otherwiiEb  be  would  not 

difpute* 
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dtifpute.    All  he  ^pntendeil  for  was^  thtt.as  a  gnmt  of  public 
money,  it  oiight  to  be  difUndly  voted.     But  even  putting 
this  out  of  the  quefiion  there  was  one  article  in  this  latter 
Treaty  which  alone  would  demand  the  iminediate  attention 
of  the  Houfe*     It  is  exprefsiy  ftipulateid  thai  in  the  event: pf 
the  xytoco  Ruffians  not  being  able  to  remain  in  Holhn^f 
they  afe  to  be  brought  to  this,  country,  and  maintained  here 
during  the  winter.     This,   faid  Mr.  Tierney,  is  a  moft 
alarmingf  and,  as  {  take  it,  unprecedented  circumdance.    I 
do  not   believe  that  in  any  former  Treaty  with  any  power 
ftich  a  flipulation  is  to  be  foqnd.     There  certainly  have 
been  inftanccs  of  foreign  trqops  being  landed  in.EoglaDd^ 
but  their  arrival -h^s  been  excufed  as  the  confequeqce  of  fome 
unforefeen  and  unavoidable  emergencyy  and  the  fad  has 
always  been  immediately  iioflunjjnicated  to  Parliament  by  a 
meflage  from  the  C^wn.   Here  17,000  Ruffians  are  brought 
In  deliberately  and  by  treaty.     What  may  be  the  juftifica- 
tion  iiitended  to  be  Tec  up  for  this  txieafure  I  know,  not,  ndr 
is  this  the  time  to  difcufs  it ;  but  furely  the  right  honourable 
Gentletnan  will  not  perflft  in  refufuig  to  name  a  day'fdr 
taking  the  fubjei^  into  confideration,  and  by  fome'tnotion^ 
giving,  an  opportunity  to  Parliament  to  deliberate  upon  lo 
ioiportant  a  queftlon. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  makitig  no  reply  whkt- 

Mr.  Ttemey  rofe  again  and  faid,  as  the  right  honduVable 
Gentleman  does  not  think  fit  to  bring  the  fubjed  forward,  I 
feel  it  .my  duty,  ftriflly  fpeaking,  to  do  fo.  But  when! 
confider  how  many  Members  have  quitted  town  under  an 
idea  that  po  further  buTmefs  was  to  come  on  ;  when  I  recoi- 
led that  a  call  of  the  Houfe  has  already  been  refided  by 
M'uiifters,  and  when  I  refleft  upon  a  variety  of  other  cir* 
cumftances  connediled  with  the  prefent  ftate  of  Parliamehif> 
I  perfuade  myfelf  that  I  (hall  (land  excufed  In  the  eAimation 
of  the  country^  if  I  decline  making  any  motion^  I  have 
ftated:thtt  fafts:  I  can  do  no  more.'* 

The  BiU  for  extending  the  period  for  the  benefit  of  bodies 
coatrading  for  the  Land  Tax,  was  read  a  firl^  tiine^  and 
ordered  io  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  Monday. 

The  Committee ^oii  the  Bill  for  extending  thfe  rime  for 
tlie  payment  of  j:ertain  Inftalments  on  a  Loan  due  from  th« 
Merchants  of  Grepada  and  St.  Vincent's  wis  poftponed  to 
^londay,  on  the  motion  of  Mr*  Alderman  Ljiuiingtort.*:    *^ 

Jylr.  -Sfl/? nM>ved,  thai  the  floufif  (h6\ild  yeTolve  itfelf  Into 
_.,VoL.  Li799.  S       •••      •    t  ^Cbm; 
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i  Cbirimittee,  to  co'nfider  the  Duties  on  Starch  imported. 
^  He  dated  his  obj^d  to  be  to  equalife  the  duties  on  ftarch  im* 

ported  with  the  home  made,  which  he  conceived  would  haVe 
.  the  effed  of  lowering  the  very  high  price  to  which  this  ar- 

iicle  had  rlfcn  within  the  laft  fortnight.     Hc-accordingty 
•  prppofed  a  rcfolutioh   in   the    Committee  to  that   efFeA, 

which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be  received 

on  Monday. 

Previous  to  the  fccond  reading  of  the  fetll  for  reducing  the 

duties  on  Spirits  made  f  r^rn  molaflfes,  Mr.  Bueknell  expreflfed 

a  with  that  (on  account  of  the  great  abundance  of  apptes)^ 
'  if  it  could  be  done  without  infringing  upon  the  excife  laws, 

the  fame  redudHon  of  four-pence  three  farthings  might  be 

extiended  to  the  duties  on  cyder.     Adjptirned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 


.     .,  MONDAY,   OCT.  7.' 

•  On  the  queftioh  for  the  third  reading  of  the  Militia  Re- 

duaion  Bill,  ;  : .  '     ..  p  .      .         . . 

Lord  Holland  faid,  he  utiderftood  that  this  bill  had  gone 
*4hj-ough  the  Committe  on  Saturday  laft;  but  h«' hat!  *tJOt 
Known  that  the  bill  was  either  to  be  tommitted,  or  that  the 
l|^i^ewa$  tatnee>  on  that  day.     He  did  not  therefore  at* 
tend  the'Houfe  on  Saturday,  for  which  he  begged  pardon  of 
.their  Lor^fhips*     It  had  been  his  intention  to  propofe  fooio 
alterations  in  the  Committee,  if  he  had  been  prefent  at  the 
time;. but  as  he  was' not,  it  was  then  his  intention  to  move, 
Ihat  the  bill  be  recommitted  in  order  that  he  might  propofo 
fome  alterations  which  he  conceived  to  be  extremely  mate* 
.rial.     The  firft  of  thefe  rcfpeiSlcd  one  word  in  the  preamble 
of  the  bill,  which  was  the  word  laujfuU    Tbis  was  the  epi- 
thet by  which  the  ai)cient  Government  of  Holland  was  de- 
;nQmin.ated,  and  by  which  it  was  evidently  meant  that  the 
4>rerent  (jovernment  in  Holland  was  not  a  lawful.  Govern* 
ment.'     This  was -an  expreflion  which  he  highly  difapp roved 
x>f  upon  feveral  grounds ;  efpecially  on  the  ground  that  no 
one  country  had  a  i*ight  to  decide  as  to  the  legality  or  illega^ 
)ity  of  the  Government  which  might  exift  in  any  other  conn- 
%fs^    Great  Brkain  had  no  right  to  enquire  how  the  powers 
of  Government  were  exerctfed  in  Holland,  with  a  view  of 
altering  fuch  government  as  one  .which  it  difapprovcd  of. 

It  was  fufScient  for  nations  independent  of  each  other  th^ 

III  >  1  , 

jtheir  refpedive governments  were  capable  of  managing.tbclr 
cvrn  cpncerns,  whether  in  peace  or  war.  But  it  was.  very 
'    ^     •     .  'well 
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wett  kaoMrn  that  there  vfn%  at  frefenc  a  goveramQnt  in  HoU 
Undy  and  it  was  not  for  the  government  of  any  other  coun- 
try* whether  hoftiie  or  otherwife,  to  fay  that  fuch  was  not- a, 
law&l  govemfneot.     He  objected  alfo  to  this  ei^prelfioa  on 
the  ground  of  policy.     It  was  more  than  poflible  that  the 
forces  of  tht»  country  might  fail  in  their  efforts  to  redore 
the  ancient  government  of  Holland,  and  that  his  Majefty's 
Minifiers  ihould  ultimately  be  obliged  to  treat  for  peace- 
with  that  very  government  whofe  legality  they  now  denied  ; 
he  conceived,  therefore^  that  this  expreffiony  which  at  pre- 
feot  could  have  -no  good  tScGt,  would  in  that  cafe  only 
widen  the  breach,  and  be  a  fiumbling  block  in  the  way  of 
negociation.     The  prefent  expreflionf  befides,  was  a  coo« 
tradidion  to  the  former  conceptions  of  Minilters ;  who^ 
during  the  negociations  carried  on  at  Lifle»  did  aqkOQwledge 
this  very  government.  Confldering  fuch  an  expreflion,  there-; 
fore,  in  a  public  Ad  of  Parliament  as  likely  to  be  highly 
prejudictai  to  the  future  interefts  of  this  country,  he  would* 
if  his  motion  for  recommttmeat  was  agreed  to,  propofe  that 
wuUnt^  or  Come  ex  predion  eqvally  harmlers,  ihould  be  fub«> 
ftitnted  in  the  room  of  lawful.    There  was  only  one  other 
part  of  the  bill  in  which  he  would  propofe  any  aUeration  ; 
It  was  that  which  (Uted  that  the  fervices  of. the  men.  who 
were  to  enlift  from  th^  militia  (houki  be  confined  to  Europe.  . 
He  conceived »  that  after'  thofe  men  wete  difcharged  from 
the  militia  and  etUifted  into  the  regulars,  they  became  to.all 
intents  and . purpofes 'a  part. of  the  (landing  army  of  the  . 
country^  between  which  and  the  militia  there  was  the  wideft 
difference ;  and  confidcring  tbera  as  fuch,  it  would,  in  his 
opinion,  be  ^creating  a  mo&  invidious  diflindion  between 
them  and  the  remaiaing  .parts  of  the  (bnditlg  army,  to  allow 
to  the  one  certain  exemptions  and  privileges  which  the  others 
were  not  entitled  to,  and  among  whom  it  might  have  the 
effect  of  creating  difcontents  and  jealoiifies.     Wiih  refped 
to  the  term  of  five  years,  he  approved  of  fuch  a  condition, 
and  wiOied  the  principle  was  (b  far.  carried,  into  effedl  with 
alt  foldteri  when  enlifted,  that  they  might  be  engaged  ^9 
ferve  for  a  (lipulated  time,  rather  than^  for  life.     In  order  to 
have  an  isppor^imity  of  offering  ttos.  amendments  he  meti* 
tiioned,  he  would  move  that  the  bill  be  recongunitted. 

Lord  Gr^^ftvV/r  obferved,  that  in  aqfwer  to  the  firft  propo* 
Atidn  advanced  .by  the  noble  Lord,  he  could  only  fay  «hat 
-the  exprelfipn  he  objected  to  was  made  ufi:  of  foi*  qo  ctbar  • 
reafon  than  becaufe  the  government  alluded  tp  In  the  bill, 
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and  which  it  wftt  the  obje^  of  this  cooncry  tD  reftom,  lirty 
t\>%  hwfkii govirnmitH  of'  ifoUand.  it  was  that  government^ 
between  which  and  the  government  of  this  country  a  treaty 
did  exift  at  this  moment ;  and  his  Majefty  knew  of  no  othec 

fovernment  in  Hollandi  but  that  of  the  Stadtholder  and  thtf 
tares.     With  refped  to  the  other  objedion  made  by  thii 
noble  Lordi  as  to  the  impropriety  of  fpecifying  in  the  biil 
the  countries  out  of  Which  thefe  men  were  not  to  frrve»  it 
was  known  to  a  certainty  that  they  were  not  to  ferve  out  of ' 
Europe;  and  their  fervices  were  even  intended  to  be  con- 
fined to  Holland^  thei%fore,  as  all  thefe  men  were  to  be 
volunteers  from  the  militia^  it  was  oonfidered  that  the  cir* 
cumftflnces  of  mentioning  in  the  bill  that  th^y  were  not  tof. 
be  fent  out  of  Europe,  would  rather  operate  as  an  induce*- 
ixient  to  them  to  (:ome  fbrward  mor^  readijy  and  join  the  new 
levies."  • 

Lord  Hclhnd  did  not  Conceive  that  the  explanation  of  the 
|i6b)e  Secretary  Waa  iti  any  refped  an  anfwer  to  his  firft  ob« 
je£lion  ;  on  the  contrary »  the  acknowledgment  of  the  ex-^ 
iftence  ef  fuch  a  treaty  as  that  which  he  alluded  to,  white 
the  powers  with  whom  that  treaty  had  been  made  did  not  ex- 
ift, would  increafe  the  animofity  between  this  country  and 
Holland;  and  as  he  obferved  before,  render  the attaintn^nC 
pf  peace  more  difficuh,  in  dafe  we  fhould  not  fucceed  in 
conquering  Holland.     Such  was  the  aninM)fity  that  exifted 
between  this  country  and  France  after  I^uis  the  XlVth* 
entered  into  a  treaty  with  James  the  lid,  as  King  of  Eng- 
land, while  the  people  of  England  no  longer  acknowledged 
him  as  fuch.     And  fuch  muft  be  the  confequence  of  thia 
^ountry  entering  into  a  treaty,  or  continuing  to  maintain  a* 
trelity  at  prefent  with  the  Stadtholder.     He  could  not  h^lp 
obferving  that   the  condant  practice  of  his  Majefty's  Mi-- 
nifters  was,  to  ms^ke  ufe  of  irritating  and  galling  expreflions^ 
whenever  they  conceived  their  plans  as  likely  to  be  attended 
withfiicccfs  ;  which  exprefiions  they  as  conftantly  retraced 
when  they  were  unfuccefsful ;  by  which  means  they  placed 
themfelves  in  an  infinitely  worfe  fituation  ;  and  in  a  fitua-^' 
tion  which  renr>oved  them  a  i iioufand  times  farther  from  their  * 
object  than  if  they  haduied  no  fuch  provocation.   He  wotilc| 
juft  a(k  the  noble  Secietary,  how  it  Could  poflibly  ferve  the 
caufe  of  the  Stadtholder,  or  promote  the  obje£^s  of  our  go* 
vernment;  to  infert  in  the  bill  the  word  he  objeded  tor « He 
was  'Aire  it  could  not ;  and  he  was  as  ceriain  that  it  might - 
r  do  'a  great  deal  of  mifchl^f* 
'    "  -  '  Lord 
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Lonl  GremnlU  tx>fe  to  correA  one  of  the  npUe  LorcPribtOr 
Bftentft.  His  Mftjeftf  had  Hot  Rhbde  any  treaty  with  the  Stad- 
tholder,  bat  with  the  States  General.    -        ' 

The  motion  for  the  rec^tntnitment  was  then  pnt  antj  ne» 
gatived,  and  the  bill  was  immediately  read  a  third  time  and 
palled.     Adjotimed.  ^       - 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS* 

MONDAY,    OCT,  J. 

The  Bill  for  extending  thi  time  to  Corporate  Bodies  to 
purchafe  the  Land  Tax,  was  read  a  fepond  timei  ^nd  or* 
dered  to  be  committed  the  next  day.    • 

The  Exchequer  Bills  Bill  was  read  a  third  timej  and 
palled. 

The  Malt,  Mum^.  Cyder,  and  Perry  Duty  Bill,  the  Bili 
for  impoHng  certain  Duties  on  Penfions,  Places,  &c.  Sugar,! 
Malty  Snuff,  and  Tobacco,  the  Exchequer  Loan  Bill  of  lad 

Kir,  the  Liverpool  and  Lancafter  Weft-India  Merchants 
an  Billy  and  the  Grenada  Loan  Bill,  each  went  through  a 
Committee,  and  the  reports  were  ordered  to  be  received  the 
oext  day.  r 

Tlie  order  of  the  day  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  Meet<r 
ingof  Parliament  Bill  being  read, 

Mn  J^f*  f^id,  he  did  not  ch]t&.  to  the  btll,  but  thought' 
that  in  the  prefent  crifis  of  the  civilized  worlds  andefpecially 
when  he  refle£led  on  the  agreeable  news  from  Holland  which 
he  had  heard  fmce  coming  to  the  Houfe,  the  prefent  fitting' 
ought  to  be  permanent. 

The  Chancellor tf  tht  Exchtquet  replied,  that  the  bill  merely 
gave  the  fanr)e  power  to  the  Crown  of  calling  together  the 
Parliament  in  the  cafe  of  its  own  Adt,  (an  adjournment)  at 
his  Majefty  already  poflelFed  in  cafe  of  prorogation.  With 
refjped  to  the  period  of  adjournment,  the  prefent  bill  in  no 
relped  fixed  it. 

The  bill  was  now  read  a  fecond  time»  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  the  next  day. 

The  MoUfTes  Duty  Bill  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  or* 
dered  to  be  committed  the  next  day. 

The  reported  refolution  of  the  Committee  which  fat  on 
Saturday,  for  the  purpofe  of  equalizing  the  Duties  on  Starch, 
was  referred  to  the.dommittee  on  the  above  Bill. 

A  MefTage  was  received  from  the  Lords,  ftating,  that  their 
l^ordibips  had  agreed  to  the  Militia  Volunteer  Bill. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Rojty  the  Houfe  went  into  a  Com- 
miuee  on  the  Sugar  Drawback  and  Warehoufe  Bill* 

A  claufe 


r 
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A  fJaiufe  was  moye4  and  agreed  tpt  that  the  drawback 
ihaUoontii^ue  to  be  pai4>  fubjedt  to  cectaiQ  regulations,  until 
the  5ih  of  Kiay  1800.    .. 

The  Hpufe  being  .fcfumedi  the  report  was.ordered  to  be 
read  the. next  day. 

The  Other  orders  were  deferred.     Adjourned* 

.  HOUSE  OF  LORDS.    • 

, TUESDAY,    OCT.  8- 

'  TTie  Bill .  entitled  '**  an  Aft  for  enabling  his  Majcfty  to 
accept  the  Services  of  an  additional  niimbcr  of  Volunteers 
from  the  Militia,  upder  certain  ReftriSions,**  rccctved  the 
Royal  Aflcnt  by'Commiffion.        ' 

The  Scots  Diftillery  Bill  and  the  Expiring  Laws'  Bilf  paf- 
fed  the  Committees  oFthe  whgle  HouTe,  and  wcr?  reported 
without  atiiendti^ent. '   Adjourned 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. , 

TUESDAY,   OCT.  8*  ..    .    .T     ., 

The  Spiakir  informed  the  Houfe  he  had  been  in  the  Hoii(<? 
of  Peers  whpre  the  Roj^l  Affent  was  given  by  comtniflion  to 
the  Bill  to  empower  his  Majed)  to  accept  |he  fervicesof.fuch. 
of  the  Militia  as  may  voluntarily  enter,  &c.  in  the  r^ular 
fervicey  &c.  under  certain  reftri^ions* 

The  Bill  for  amending  certain  parts  o£  the  Income  BiU> 
&c.  was  refid  a  third  time;and  paifed. 

lAvsBragge  brought  up  the  repcvt  of  the^bUl  fot  enabling 
the  CommiUioners  of  the  Qufloms  to  allow  Briti(h  Planta-» 
tion  Sugar  to  be  warehog(i^d»  and  for  taking  Bonds  for  the 
payment  of  the  Duty,  &c. 

After  a  ihort  conversation  between  Mr*  Srwefl  and  Mr. 
R'ife  upon  drawbacks,  the  apiendmepis  in  the  Committee 
were  read,  agreed  to,  fome  other  amendments  were  madej  ' 
and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day.  • 

Mr.  Bragge  brought  np  the  report  of  the  Malt  Duty  Bill. 
Read,  agreed  to,  bill  ordered  to  be  engcoflfcd,  and  read  a 
third  time  the  next  day,  if  then  engroflcd, 

Mr.  Bragge  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Bill  for  conti- 
nuing the  Duty  as  a  Land  Tax  on  all  Penfions,  Places,  &c. 
Read,  agreed  to,  bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  titne  the  next 
day,  if  then  engroiled. 

Mr.  Bragge  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Bill  for  raiOhg  ^. 
cenatn.fum  of  money  by  w^y  of  lo^n  oq  Exchequer  Bills. 

JBlpAd, 
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Read,  agreed  to,  bill  ordered  ^ta  be  rdad  k  third  time  tke  next 
day  if  then  cngroffed.' 

t  Mr.  Lofg  moved,  that  the.  A  A  oS  the  lad  fefllion  of  Par- 
liament,  c.  1149  relative  to  Exchequer  Bills,  &c.  be  read, 
.  which  being  donev  be  moved,-  ^*  that  leave  be  giVeii  to  in- 
troduce a  claufe,  providing  that  if  Exchequer  Bills  ftould 
be  payable  at  a  certain  time,  they  ftrould  be  receivable  as 
payment  in  any  branch  of  the  public  revenue."  This  claufe, 
he  faid,  he  intended  to  propofe  on  the  third  reading  of  the 
Exchequer  Biils  Bill  the  next  day,  if  leave  was  given  ta 
bring  it  in.     Leave  given. 

The  Corporation  Land  Tax  Extenfion  Bill  paded  a  Com<^ 
mittee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  the  report  was  received  imme- 
diately ;  read,  agreed  to,  and  ihe  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read 
a  third  time  the  next  day,  if  then  engrofled. 

Sir  fV.  Tiling  brought  up'the  report  of  the  Bill  for  allow- 

.  iog  time  to  the  Merchants  of  Grenada  and.  Saint  Vincent's, 

.  to  make  good  the.Payment  of  tfaelnftalmentsduefrom  them 

upon  a  I^oati ;  read  and  agreed  to ;  bill  ordered  to  be  read  a 

third  time  the  next  day,  if  theh  eiigrofled. 

Mk  Bfaggi  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  Hoiife  to 
go  int6 a. Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  the  Biil  to  em- 
:power  bisMajeftyto  (horten  tbetime  of  meetingof  theitwo 
Jioufes  of  Earliament  19  cafes  of  adjournment.  The  bill 
-pai&d  the  Committee ;  the  report*  was  received  immediatelyt 

read,  iagre^d  to;  billorderedto  be  read  a  third  tim^  the  next 
liay,.  if  then  eogroiTed. 

Mr.  Pierrepont  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Bill  for  the 
.  tffiie  of  Exche^oer  Bills'  for  the  Relief  of  the  Merchants  of 

Liverpool  and  Lancafter;  ready  agreed  to;- biil  ordered  to 
J>e  lead  a  third  time  the  next  day,;  \if  then  engrofled*. 

The  Houfe.  in  a  Cotnmittee  of  thd  whole  Houfe^  to  con.* 
iiderof  reducing  the  Diities'onSpiritS'diftilled  from  Sugar 
and  Molafles,  came  to  a.refolutioii  upon  that  head,  and  alfo 

received  a  claufe  to  provide  for  the  redudion  of  the  duty  on 

Foieign  Stiarch;.  •  Report  to  .be  received  the  next  day.    ^d*. 

joumed*  . .       
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The  Scotg  Diftillery  and  Expiring  Laws  Bill  wai  rctkJa 
third  time  and  pafTed.  The  Exch^tfuer  Bills  Bill,  theOre- 
tiada  and  St.  Vincent's  inftaltQeht  Bill,  the  Mali  Tax  Bill, 

the 
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the  BUI  r«rpeaing  Duties  te  n«€«8  fttid  Penfloof » »tbi»  BBl 
for  (hortening  the  Notices  for  the  Medtiiig^  Parliament  oq 
ao  Aijouroment,  <he  EKdiequ^r  Ldm  BU1«  the  BUI  for  the 
Regulation  of  the  IncMtie  las,  ice.  were  brought  up  by 
Mr*  Denti  Mr.  Luihington/  and  Mr»  Bm^e,  and  cead*a 

iiifttiiae*  -     •»"  • 

i^.  Tyrrell  prefented  a  paper  from  the  Corporation  df 
the  City  of  London  relative  to  thd  improvement  of  the  port 
0f  Londotit  and  the  Wet  Docks.    Adjourned.     .  .' 
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•  * 

W£DNESDAYy    9CT.  9.. 

The  Malt,  Mum,  Cyder,  and  Perry  Duty  Bill  was  read 
i  third  time  and  palTed*  ' 

Alfo  the  Bill  for  regulating  the  Duties  oh  Starch,  &c. 

Mr*  Brttgge  moved  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill  for  ooii« 
timdng  the  Duties  as  a  Land  Tax  on  all  Penfions,.  Plaocfey 

&C*    ...  .....  r 

Alfo  on  Malt,  SnuiF,  Tobacco^  &c.  The  bill  was  fead 
'm  ditrd  time  and  pafled.    • 

Mr.  Jiftrn^brought  up  from  the  Corporatioii  of  the  City 
of  rLondon  a&tfement)crf  ithe  progrefs  made  by  the  agems  of 
the  iaid  Corporation  ki  sxecwting  the  pfaa  traced  out  by« 
,laite  A&  of  I  PftrliameBt  ibr  rendering  nwrB  coniihodidus  thp 
port  iil  London.  *  A  ftatement  was  alfo  prefenlfed  of  the  pnv 
grefs  made  by  the  Weft-India  Merchants  ia  forwarding  a 
plan  of  the  fame>nature. 

Thefe  ftatements  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  upon  Jthe 
tafale  for  the  penifal  of  the  Membeis. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  J^ent  the  St.  Vinoent's  ieind  Grenadh 
Merchants'  Relief  Bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  pafled. 

The  Bill  for  iflliing  Exchequer  Bills  for  theaccommodai- 
tion  of  the  Liverpool  and  LsincafterMetriHUita  was  alfo  road 
a  third  time  and  pafled. 

The  Chancellor  of  tbi  Mxdnf&r  then  moved  the  thiid 
reading  of  the  Exchequer's  Bills  Bill  Yor  the  fervice  -of  she 
year  1800. 

Mr.  Tiemey  exprefled  a  wiih  to  know  at. what  time  thefe 
Exchequer  Bills  thould  become  payable,^  and  whether  they 
did  not  interfere  with  the  arrears  of  '1799?  They  would. 
aKb>  in  his  opinion,  exceed,  in  foene  mcirfafev  the  fuf^ply 
already  granted  by  Parliament* 

The  Qmcillor  9f  the  Exthifmf  jcobtended,  tfuu  it»  wmM 
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of  the  faid  bHIs  did  noi  exceed  what  was  already  voted  fer 
the  fervices  of  the  beginning  of  the  year  i8oo.  They  were 
only  lAied  to  make  good  the  amount  of  the  Ways  and  Means 
.already  agreed  lo  for  the  months  of  January  and  Februaryt 
iSoo*  [A  fliort  conrerfatioA  here  4ook  placie  between  Mc» 
Tierney  and  the  Chaaceltofftof.ihe  Exchequer^  refpecSitng 
the  appropriation  of  two  miiltoos  and.a  half,  to  be  raifed  h^ 
the  aforefoid  Exchequer  Biiia^  Mr.  1  iemey  contended  that 
this  fum  was  wholly  at  the  dtfpoTal  of  Government  without 
#ny  coQtroul  whatever  on  the  part  of  the  Houfeof  Com- 
«aons«  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  on.  the  contrary, 
alferted  that  no  fuch  difpofal  of  the  public  money  reftcd  ivith 
the  Treafury ;  for  it  was  already  diftind^ty  appropriated  hyf 
Parliament  for  the  fervide  of  the  army,  navy,  &c.  for  the 
.beginning of  the  year  i8oo.]  After  fome  further  explana- 
tion the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  paffbd*  * 

The  Corporation  Land  Tax  Extenfioa  fiiU  wms  alfo  read 
a  third  time  and  pafled» 

Mf  •  Brt(gg$  next  moved  the.  thiid  reading  of  the  Bill  for 
empowering  his  Majefty  to  ihortemthetimeof  the  meeting 
of  Parliament  in  cafes  of  adjournment,  upon  which  . 

Mr.  Tiem'ty  rofe.and  obferted,  that  it  was  far  fnom  his 
.  thoughts  to  fiirpe6k  that  MiniAers  wiQied  to  uke  any  unfair 
advantage  df  the  meaAire  th«y  now  propofed,.jbat  in  his  opi«* 
fiion,  the  meafure,  as  it  now  ftood,  hdd  out  to  them,  or  to 
any  othec  defcription  of  men  in  their  fituaiioh,  an  oppor- 
tunity of  taking  Parliament,  as  it  were,  by  fuiprife,  unlefs 
at  the  ticn^  .the  fummons  for  the  aiTembling  of  Parliameat 
was  ifluied,  fome  grounds  were  alfo  fiated  for  calling  Parlia* 
oie^t together' on  fo  Oiort a  notice;  it  washiswiA  to  fug- 
jgcfl;,  in  cafes  of  this  fort,  the  propriety  of  enfoscing  a  Call 
.oC  the  Hpufe  to  accompany  the  fumraohs  for  meetings  of 
Parliament  at  the  fourteen  days  notice. 

The  Ch^fweUor  rfihe  EKchttpur  could  not  concur  in  this 
ifvCgcftion^  .  There  was  no  provifionin.  any  aA  of  Parlia- 
ment to  enforce  a  Call  of  the  Houfe;  that  was  a  meafnps 
which  depended  folety  on  the  wifdom  and  judgment  of  the 
Hou&itlelf;  beCdes,  therecould.be  no  ftronger  Call  upon 
Gendemen  to  attend  their  Parliamentary  duty  than. the  fpt- 
cial  notice  in  queftioo  iflued  by  hiis  Majefiy  for  the  meeting 
of  Parliament  within  fourteen  days.  On  thefe  grounds  he 
muft  pronounce  the  proposed  (i^geftion  to  beufelefs* 

Ms*  TufJitj  was  fatished  that  his  fuggeftion  ftood  upon. the 

^IDoftTatisfafiory  grounds.    The  diftance  of  a  greiat  number 

of  Membeis from  towflyvtbe  attention  they  muft  necelfariiy 
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pay  to  their  private  affiurs  previous  to  their  leaving  their 
country  refidence,  and^  above  all,  the  fituation  of  the  Scots 
Members  made  it  almoft  impoflible  for  them  to  refmne  their 
Parliamentary  duty  at  fo  ihort  a  notice  as  fourteen  days. 
Befides,  if  fuch  were  the  difpofition  of  Minifters*  this  inno- 
vation in  the  period  that  was  to  intervene  betvtreen  the  meet* 
ing  of  Parliament  after  adjournments,  would  enable  them  to 
play  almoft  any  tricks  that  might  promote  theirownmeafurA 
and  fuit  their  own  convenience.  Befides,  itafibrdodanoppoi<- 
tunity  to  Minifters  of  apf(rifing  their  own  particular  friends 
of  the  time  when  Parliament  was  to  meet,  and  of  the  mea^ 
fares  which,  on  its  meeting,  they  (hould  be  called  upon  to 
difcufs.  This,  in  his  opinion,  was  an  unfair  advantage, 
and  was  wifely  guarded  againft  by  the  wifdom  of  our  aii* 
ceftors,  who  looked  upon  forty  days  as  not  too  long  a  notice. 
He  wifiied,  therefore,  that  fome  claufe  might  be  introduced 
into  the  Bill  to  remove  this  inconvenience. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  repeated  that  the  fummon- 
ing  the  Houfe  at  fourteen  days  notice  was  as  ftrong  a  Call 
as,  under  the  prefent  circumft^nces,  could  be  enforced, 

Mr.  yones  thought  there  was  fome  contradidion  in  the  ar* 
gumeats  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman*  He  had  oppoled  a 
.Call  of  the  Houfe  on  a  former  occafion,  when  it  was  moved 
on  the  mod  .urgent  grounds  by  a  very  refpedable  Member, 
which  motion  he  had  the  honour  of  feconding.  The  prefent 
crifis  of  aiFairs  called  for  a  very  full  attendance ;  and  unlefs  a 
greater  number  of  Members  were  expeded  to  attend  at  the 
next  meeting  after  the  approaching  adjournment,  it  was  his 
opinion  that  a  Call  of  the  Houfe  fliould  be  enforced. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  .replied,  that  unlefs  fome 
more  cogent  reafons  were  alledged  for  a  Call  of  the  Houfe 
than  had  been  advanced  upon  a  former  occafion,  he  would 
ftill  feel  it  his  duty  to  oppofe  it  as  unneceflary. 

After  a  few  words  in  explanation  from  Mr.  Jones,  fome 
claufes  were  added  to  the  bill,  which  was  then  read  a  third 
.  time,  and  pafled. 

STATE  OF  THE  FUBtIC  KICORDS. 

«    Mr.  Abbot  gave  notice,  that  he  Ihould  take  an  early  oppor- 

tunity  after  the  approaching  recefs,  of  moving  for  an  en- 

\quiry  linto  the  (late  of  the  Public  Records  of  the  Kingdom, 

for  the  purpofe  of  afcertaining  their  prefent  condition,  of 

providing  nrK)re  eflfcdually  for  their  prefervation  in  future^ 

'  and  rendering  the  ufe  of  them  more  convenient  to  his  Ma- 

'jelly's  fubjeSs.     He  thought  it  proper  to  add,  that  the  plan 

Which  he  had  it  view  to  propofe  was  the  faose  as  was  undef- 

takea 
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taken  by  Lord  Hallifax  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Annci  and 
adopted  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  after  the  burning  of  the 
Cotton  Library  in  the  reign  of  his  late  Majefty. . 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  it  gave  him  great  fa* 
tisfadion  to  hear  that  the  hon.  Member  had  taken  up  this 
fubjed,  as  the  Public  Records  were  at  prefent  in  a  ftate  very 
much  to  be  regretted  ;  and  he  ihould  be  happy  to  co-operate 
to  the  utmoft  with  the  hon.  Member  in  the  plan  which  he 
had  brought  forward. 

The  Bill  for  reflucing  the  Duties  on  Spirits,  &c.  difiilled 
from  Molafles,  6oq.  was  read  a  third  time  and  paiTed. 

Alfo  the  Sugar  Warehoufmg  Bill. 

The  Committee  of  Supply  and  of  Ways  and  Means  were 
then  deferred  till  Friday,  to  which  day,  on  the  motion  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  Houfe  adjouuied. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

THURSDAY,   OCT.   lO. 

The  Scotch  Diftillery  Bill,  and  the  Expiring  Laws  Bills» 
were  read  a  third  time  and  pafled. 

The  Malt  Tax  Bill,  the  Duties  on  Places  and  Penfiona 
Bill,  the  Bill  for  (hortening  notices  for  the  meeting  of  Par* 
liannent  in  cafes  of  adjournment,  the  Bill  for  the  Regulatioa 
of  the  Income  Tax,  and  the  bills  brought  up  from  the  Com^* 
mons  the  preceding  day  were  feveraliy  read  a  fecoi|d  time. 

The  Bill  for  (hortening  notices  for  the  meeting  of  Parlia« 
ment  in  cafes  of  adjournment,  alfo  pafled  through  a  Com** 
mittee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  with  one  amendment  moved  by 
ti)e  Bifliop  of  Chichefter.    Adjourned. 


•HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

FRIDAY,    OCTOBER  II. 

Lord  Holland  faid  it  was  unneceflary  for  him  to  make  any 
apology  for  calling  on  the  HouTe  for  its  attention  to  a  fubje^ 
of  which  he  had  given  notice,  the  fubftance  of  which  he  was 
about  to  open,  and  the  whole  of  which  he  (hould  beg  per- 
miffion  to  read  at  the  condufion  of  what  he  had  to  urge ;  his 
obje^  was  to  move  an  Addrefs  to  be  prefented  to  the  Throne. 
He  was  however  ready  to.  confefs  that  he  was  not  fo  blind  as 
not  to  fee,  nor  (b  conceited  as  not  to  lament,  that  from 
the  appearance  of  the  Houfe  it  was  evident  that  what  he  had 
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to  ofier  was  expeded  to  be  irkfome  to  their  Lordftrps  to  hear^ 
and  that  the  more  eTpecially  as  it  was  to  come  ftom  a  perfon 
vrho  would  not  indeed  have  fo  often  troubled  the  Houfei  un« 
Tefs  impelled  by  the  fenfe  he  entertained  of  his  duty,  for  bj 
the  fingularity  of  his  opinions  he  had  tmfortunately  not  the 
comfort  of  great  fnpport  in  that  Hoofe.  But  following  the 
light  his  umlerilanding  gave  him^he  ftlH  thought  it  his  duty  to 
deliver  his  fentimentSy  unwelcome  as  he  had  too  much  reafori 
^o  apprehend  they  v^ere  to  the  Hpufe.  He  would  therefore 
fay,  that  there  tiever  was  a  period, '  fmce  the  commencement 
of  the  conteft  iti  which  WC  were  engaged,  in  which  wef 
were  fo  Loudly  called  upon  to  try  the  effcA  of  a  negocia* 
tHon  for  peace,  as  the  prefent  period.  Feeling  this  fo  forci- 
bly as  he  did,  he  could  not  excufe  himfelf  from  the  labour  of 
laying  before  the  Houfe  reafons  why,  in  his  opinion,  theif 
Lordmips  ought  to  addrefs  his  Majefty  in  the  prefent  crifis* 

In  confidering  this  fubje£l  he  was  fiift  kd  to  look  at  two 
treaties  which  had  been  entered  into  between  his  Majefty  and 
the  Empergr  of  liLuflia  ;  the  extravagance  of  fome  parts  of 
thofe  treaties,  and  the  fmgularity  of  one  of  the  articles  were 
fuch,  that  under  the  feeling  he  had  of  the  matter^  he  (hotilii 
(e*an  accomplice  m  an  attack  upon  the  Conftitution  of 
England  if  he  did  not  lay  his  opinion,  together  with  the  moi* 
tion  with  which  he  (hould  conclude,  before  their  LordAips. 
Indeed  the  fubftance  of  what  he  had  to  fubmrt  to  the  con- 
fideration  of  the  Houfe  was  fuch  as,  voder  other  circum<# 
ftarlces,  might  have  demanded  of  him  to  make  two  motions  \ 
iot  feeling  how  irkfome  it  was  likely  to  be  to  their  Lordfbip^ 
i»  hear  him  more  than  once,  he  had  determined  to  take  thit 
courfe  which  would  lead  him  the  lead  to  trefpafs  upon  their 
indulgence.  And  now  he  would  proceed  to  take  a  Ihort 
view  of  the  Treaties  at  which  he  had  already  hinted. 

It  was  a  little  remarkable  that  at  aif' advanced  period  of 
the  laft  feflion  of  E^rliament,  it  was  aflitr^  by  his  Maje(ly*a 
communication,  of  the  zeal  and  magnanimity  of  hk  Ally  the 
Emperor  of  Ruflia  in  the  com^ion  caufe ;  upon  the  faith  bf^ 
which  Parliament  voted  mott  liberal  fupplies :  but  when 
Parliament  were  called  together  this  (efTion  for  the  intention, 
it  was  fuppofed)  of  .mexej|v  enabling  his  Majedy  to  aVail 
himfelf  of.  the  fervices  or  the  Militia,  it  appeared  that 
i.7,ooo,men  were  to  be  added  to  the  originaI.45,poOy  agreed 
'  npon  by  the  former  Treaty  ;  and-  thefe  1 7,000  were  agrqf;^ 
,  to  be  taken  by  this  country,  anterior  to  the  Treaty  for  %^^ 
45,000,  which  were  deemed  fvifficient  when  the  t;eaty  fbr 
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them  was  laid  before  Parliament.  This  was>  to  hinii  fer« 
prifing  when  he  firil  faw  it ;  and  he  thought  now  that  he  c6uld 
prove  to  the  fatisfadion  of  any  perfon  who  (hould  attend  t6 
what  he  faid^,  that  at  the  time  when  the  treaty  for  the  45,000 
men  was  laid  before  Parliamenty  Minifters  concealed  from 
the  people  of  England  the  agreement  for  the  17,000  ad^ 
dlitional  Ruflians  ;  that  while  Minifters  were  talking  of  tha 
zeal  and  magnanimity  of  the  Emperor  of  Riiffia,  and  whiio 
they  laid  before  the  puUic  a  treaty  about  the  45,000,  they 
knew  that  this  fame  zealotis,  magnanimous  Emperor,  was 
ftipulating  for  62,000  of  his  troops  to  be  taken  into  the  pay 
of  this  country.  It  was  a  little  extraordinary,  that  while  tkat 
Monarch  fo  ftill  of  zeal  and  magnanimky  as  he  was  m  the 
Common  caufe,  fo  Hncerely  engaged  too,  ihould  have  endea- 
voured to  make  with  us  fo  very  hard  a  bargain.  When 
he  was  fpeaking  of  the  Emperor  of  Ruffia,  however,  h© 
begged  to  be  underftood  as  intending  to  convey  nodifrefpeA 
towards  that  Prince  perfonally ;  he  meant  to  fpeak  of  the 
charader  of  his  Council ;  and  therefore  whenever  he  ihould 
fpeak  of  the  Emperor  of  Ruflta,  he  (hould  be  taken  to  allude 
totheCourt  of  Peter  fburgh.  The  zeal  and  Yliagnanimtty  of  that 
Court  he  did  not  difpute  ;  on  the  contrary  he  thought  then> 
^Imoft  unbounded  ;  but  however  highly  we  might  think  of 
them,  it  was  a  little  unfortunate  they  fliouM  bear  fo  heavily 
on  the  purfe  of  this  nation  ;  it  reminded  him  of  a  German 
proverb  ;  "  Give  me  a  horfc  of  my  friend's,  and  fpurs  of  myr 
own,  and  I  will  make  the  journey  (hort."  This  was  a  pro* 
verb  that  feemed  to  be  pretty  well  underftood  on  the  Conii- 
nent.  -  Many  of  their  Lordfhips  recolleAed  the  Treaty  witii 
the  King  of  Prufiia.  They  recblleSed,  perhaps,  alfo  fomq 
Aings  that  were  faid  npon  that  Treaty  by  a  noble  Lord  (the 
Earl  of  Lauderdale)  who  now  to  the  great  lofs  of  that  Houfa 
and  the  public  was  no  longer  among  their  Lordfhips.  He  dwelt 
upon  the  Treaty  with  Pruflia  with  his  ufual  ability  \  he  cohfi- 
dered  it  as  unprecedented  in  extravagance ;  he  endeavoured  to 
prove  that  Prtiffia  was  not  fincere  in  the  caufe  in'vi^hidi  he 
then  was  engaged ;  and  to  {hew  alfo  that  he  was  much  more 
indifierent  in  it  than  Minifters  faid  he  was. !  He  remembered^ 
and  fo.  perhaps  did  fome  others  in  that  Houfe,  bow  very  dif* 
ficuk  it  appeared  to  anfwer  the  arguments  of  that  noble 
Jjoid  ;  but'upon  a  comparative  eftimate  of  things,  that  noble 
Lord's  argtjments  upon  that  occafion,  might  not  only  be  an« 
^wered  folly,  but  might  be  anfwcredtrhimphantly:  it  might 
Jh^  fidd' that  tke,&fng  of  PMffia  waa  calnminated  wiicn  it  was 
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faid  thtt  he  made  a  hard  bargain  with  us,  for  that  the  zea* 
]ous  and  magnanimous  Emperor  of  Ruflia  had  taken  raoro 
for  the  fame  fervtce*  Here  the  noble  Lord  went  over  the 
difierent  items  of  charges  made  by  the  two  Mooarchs 
for  the  forces  they  ftipulated  to  employ  in  the  common 
caufe,  and  maiptained  that  the  Emperoj^  of  Ruffia  w^as  to 
receive 4oo»oool.  more  than  the  King  of  Pruffia  for  the  fame 
force»  that  is  to  fay,  that  the  bargain  between  this  coun- 
try apd  Ruflia  was  4(X),oooi.  dearer  than  that  which  it 
concluded  with  the  King  of  Pruflia.  Leaving  the  queftion 
of  prodigality  in  this  bargain,  as  a  thing  not  worth  attend- 
ing tO|  he  would  lay  before  the  Houfe  Tome  obfervations 
upon  another  fubjeS,  which  was  indeed  of  much  greater  im** 
portance  •  By  the  7th  Arttclci  between  his  Majelly  and  the 
Emperor  of  Rufliai  his  Majelly  engages  to  receive  17,000 
Ruffian  troops  into  England,  and  in  one  event  to  keep  them 
here  for  the  winter.  His  Lordfhip  faid,  he  Ihould  have 
thought  there  was  no  neceffity  to  point  out  to  the  Houfe  that 
the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  has  no  right,  confequently  no 
legal  power,  to  introduce  any  foreign  troops  into  Great  Bri* 
tain  without  the  confent,  or  fubfequent  approbation  of  Par- 
liament. He  knew  there  had  been  a  difcuflion  of  that  fub« 
je6l,  and  he  knew  there  was  but  one  perfon  who  entertained 
a  doubt  upon  that  fubjed,  and  even  that  perfon  did  not  affiroi 
the  legality.  The  Bill  of  Indemnity  that  was  moved  for  to 
proteS  thofe  who  had  advifed  the  meafure,  was  refilled,  be- 
caufe  the  neceflity  of  the  cafe  was  faid  to  be  its  ju(lification« 
Had  he  been  then  in  the  Houfe,  he  believed  he  ihould  have 
TOted  for  the  Bill  of  Indemnity  in  that  cafe,  but  here  an  en- 
gagement was  made  to  receive  into  this  ifland,  and  to  pro- 
vide for  17,000  foreign  troops,  without  the  approbation  o^ 
Parliament.  This,  he  underftood,  to  be  quite  unconftitu^ 
tional.  He  was  not  aware  of  the  neceflity  of  quoting 
authorities  ypon  this  point,  becaufe  he  conceived  it  to  be 
clear,  and  upon  which*no  doubt  was  entertained  by  any  maa 
who  ever  had  anv  reputation  as  a  man  who  underftood  the 
Conftitution  of  England.  However,  to  thofe  who  called  for 
authority  for  every  (Mng,  he  would  quote  the  Refolution  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  1641-  Here  his  Lordfhip  read[ 
the  words  of  that  Refolution,  the  fubftance  of  which  isj^ 
<*  That  whoever  (hall  give  the  Crown  advice  for  the  brings 
<ing  into  this  country  any  foreign  force  without  the  ^onfent 
of  Parliament,  ihall  be  adjudged  an  enemy  to  this  kingdona^'N 
Hla  LordQiip  tli|CQ  quoted  the  cale  of  1756,   when  Mr^ 
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Speaker  Onflow,  at  the  bar  of  the  Hotife  of  Ix)rcls9  made  a 
fpirited  declaration  againft  the  landing  of  foreign  troops 
without  the  approbation  of  Parliament,  and  confldered  an 
aittempt  to  do  it  as  ai\ alarming  thing.  But  without  debating 
that  point,  which  was  indeed  too  clear  to  be  doubted,  he 
would  only  fay,  that  if  the  Cabinet  of  Peterfburgh  did  not, 
the  Cabinet  of  London  did  underftand  what  it  was  to  fend 
a  mellage  to  Parliament,  requiring  its  approbation  to  a  mea- 
fure  of  public  confequence.  Such  were  the  arguments  to 
Ihew  the  illegally  of  the  condu£t  of  his  Majefty's  Minifters 
upon  this  occaflon ;  but,  yet  fo  dear  to  the  nation  was  the 
faith  of  his  Majelly's  public  engagettients,  that  he  (hould 
wifh  to  fee  even  this  engagement  fulfilled,  illegal  as  it  was  ; 
an  illegality  could  be  cured,  but  a  breach  of  taith  could  not ; 
and  therefore  his  motion,  after  protefting  againft  the  ille- 
gallity  of  the  a£t,  to  prevent  its  being  edablifhed  as  a  pre* 
cedent,  propofed  to  carry  it  into  effe£t.  But  here  he  could  not 
help  calling  on  the  Houfe  to  condder  what  Would  be  the 
effedl  of  fuch  a  power  of  entering  into  engagements  being 
veiled  in  the  Crown ;  a  power  not  pretending  to  have  any 
legal  exiftence,  and  only  defended  in  the  exercife  in  17949 
upon  the  plea  of  abfolute  neceflity.  This  had  no  fuch  ex- 
cufe  ;  here  was  a  premiditated  a£l ;  an  engagement  was  en- 
tered into,  though  not  carried  into  effe^,  and  no  comtnunU 
cation  was  made  upon  the  matter  to  Parliament ;  let  this  be 
acknowledged  as  a  right,  faid  his  Lordfhip,  and  it  will  remain 
as  a  precedent.  If  the  Crown  has  this  power,  it  mud  be  noto- 
rious to  the  world  that  all  the  fine  things  which  have  been 
faid  of  your  Conftitution,  are  mere  idle  vapour,  or  un- 
meaning rant ;  that  all  the  periods  you  have  been  turn- 
ing with  a  view  of  illuflrating  the  excellence  of  your  Con- 
flitution,  are  a  filly  declamation ;  for  that  you  have  no  li- 
berty ;  you  have  not  the  Ikeleton  of  a  free  (late,  nor  any 
thing  but  the  fhadow  of  a  Conftitution  ;  that  you  exifl  by 
the  mere  fuiFerance  of  the  Executive  Government,  that  can 
overwhelm  you  at  once  with  a  foreign  force ;  unlefs  you  en- 
ter a  profefl  againft  this  pradtice,  there  is  no  fecurity  for  the 
perfonal  freedom  of  any  man  in  the  kirfgdom  for  an  hour. 
But  it  may  be  faid,  that  thefe  fears  and  alarms  are  tHe  mere 
idle  fpeculations  of  a  viflonary  politician,  that  they  are  the 
exaggerated  defcriptions;  of  a  fadious  fpirit,  and  that  there 
is  no  reafon  really  to  fufped  that  his  Majefty's  Minifters 
will  make  any  improper  ufe  of  the  (tipulation  they  have  en- 
tered into ;  to  which  J  aafwer,  whether  I  have  any  fufpicion 
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of  them  or  not,  my  knowledge  of  the  Conftitution  tells  m^ 
j  am  bound  to  sl&  as  if  I  had  fuch  fufpictons. 

With  regard  to  the  particular  objc^  of  the  force  in  the 
treaty  he  had  been  alluding  to,  namely  the  RuHTian  force,  the 
Houfe  was  in  pofleffion  of  h\%  opinion  upon  that  fnbje£l  al« 
ready.  He  wiftied  tp  fay  nothing  againft  that  force:  he  did  not 
believe  it  was  in  our  power,  nor  in  the  power  of  the  Emperor 
of  kuffiay  to  change  the  opinion  which  the  inhabitants,  of 
Europe  generally  entertained  of  the  conduct  of  the  RufTians 
in  war.  It  was  mod  dreadful.  This  was  a  confideration 
which  prudence  ought  to  take  in  charge  on  our  part.  We 
looked  for  conciliation  with  the  people  of  Holland.  Tliey 
were,  as  appeared  from  hidory,  a  fenfible  people,  attached 
to  the  comforts  of  life,,  and  extremely  attached  to  a  fydem 
of  prote&ion  to  property  ;  it  was  therefore  difficult  to  fatisfy 
them  by  making  their  country  the  theatre  of  war.  He  would 
»ot  dwell  on  the  progrefs  which  had  been  made  by  us  in 
Uollandy  which  by  the  way,  was  much  (lower  than  Miniders 
expected,  for  they  thought  that  30,000  men  would  have  been 
fufficieot  I  they  now  found  otherwifo.  But  he  would  fup- 
pofe  that  we  were  to  march  to  Amderdami  and  even  to  Rot- 
terdam^  without  refinance — what  then  ?  without  the  pofTef- 
lion  of  the  barrier  towns,  the  whole  of  our  fuccefs  would 
not  do.  Qefides,  we  could  not  fupport  even  our  pofTeflions 
there  for  the  winter  without  very  large  and  powerful  armies 
torefid  the  irruption  of  the  French.  This^  in  his  opinion, 
was  a  point  of  immenfe  importance. 

With  regard  to  the  genera)  policy  of  an  alliance  between 
tis  and  Ruffia,  while  our  views  are  the  fame,  be  faw  no  ob* 

1*e£lion  to  it,  for,  under  the  prefent  condition  of  things, 
luflTia  might  be  faid  to  be  a  natural  ally  of  Great  Britain  ; 
iHJt  then  came  ^  quedion  which  was  very  well  worth  conG« 
dering:  **  May  not  Rudia  differ  in  her  views  from  Great 
Britain  r'*  There  was  a  declaration,  which,  if  not.  authentic, 
he  fliould  be  glad  to  have  that  dated.  It  was  a  declaration 
of  war  on  the  part  of  Rudia  againd  Spain.  Here  his  Lord- 
^xp  read  a  part  of  the  declaration  he  had  been  alluding  to  ; 
and  obfervedly,  whether  it  was  authentic  or  not,  it  was  moft 
tnanifed  that  the  policy  of  this  country  to  diew  a  dedre  to  ne* 
gociate  for  peace  at  this  moment.  Indeed  it  was  his  opt* 
nioD,  that  excepting  once,  there  never  was  a  period  fo  fa«* 
vourable  as  the  prefent  for  a  difplay  of  a  difpofition  on  our 
part  for  a  oegociation  for  peace ;  but  fuppofing  the  Houfe 
■faspurfuaded  thi^  was  not  the  bed  tim(»  for  a  oegociation, 

yet 
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yet  he  would  contend,  their  Lordfliips  ought  to  vote  the  Ad- 
drefs  he  fliould  propofe,  which  had  negociation  for  one  pf 
its  objeds,  becaufe  he  was  perfuaded  that  was  the  wifeft 
courfe  that  could  now  be  taken.     The  iingularity  of  th^ 
prefent  time  made  it  a  prefumptiony  in  the  opinion  of  fome^ 
againft  any  man  who  propofed  any  (iep  for  peace  ;  but  this^ 
he  faid,  had  no  effcSt  upon  him,  and  if  he  had  nptbing  but  the 
ironvenience  of  a  great  part  of  the  little  world  to  urge  him  9 
if  he  had  nothipg  but  the  view  of  putting  an  end  to  the  d^- 
vaftation  and  horror  which  war  produced  amohg  the  human 
race,  he  thought  he  fhouid  be  favourably  adjudged  by  Go4 
and  man  for  his  efforts  to  procure  peace.     He  (hould»  ther^« 
fore,  if  he  thought  that  he  was  waving  fome  punAilio  on 
our  part,  which  he  did  not,  be  clearly  convinced  of  the  pro* 
priety  of  our  entering  on  a  negociation.     He  thought  It  not 
only  confiftent  wiih,  but  neccflary  for  the  fupport  pf  our 
dignity y  and  we  were  called  on,  not  only  by  policy,  but  aU 
mod  as  an  a&  of  neceflity  to  enter  upon  a  negociation,    Be- 
fides,  as  we  had  never  yet  (hewn  any  fmcerity  in  any  of  oujr 
negociations,  it  would  have  a  good  efFe£t  by  our  doing  fo 
now  ;  hitherto  we  had  only  attempted  to  talk  of  peace  in 
the  hour  of  adverfity ;  if  we  fhewed  a  readinefs  firft  now, 
our  fmcerity  could  not  be  doubted.     Here  his  Lordfliip  re- 
cited (bortly  the  circumdances  of  former  negociations  on 
our  part,  and  contended  it  was  manifed  they  were  not  (incei^e 
as  to  the  objed):  which  was   profefled  by  them  ;  and  then 
proceeded  to  (hew  the  good  eifed  an  attempt  to  negociate  at 
this  time  would  have  on  the  French  people ;  even  if  it  (hould 
not  meet  fuccefs  as  to  its  main  pbjedl,  he  apprehended  it 
would  make  the  French  people  difcontented  with  their  Go- 
vernment.    His  Lordfhip  then  took  a  view  of  the  dreadful 
efFefts  which  might  pofTibly  follow  if  we  did  Qot  negociate* 
If  it  fiiould  turn  out  that  Ruffia  (hould  have  views  of  ag- 
grandizement of  its  own,  into  which  not  only  we  did  not 
enter,  but  againft  which  we  always  protefted  ;  a  fuppodtioa 
by  no  means  extravagant,  when  we  confldcr  what  bad  beed 
done  to  Poland,  and  when  the  dedfe  of  the  Emperor  of 
Rudia  was  exprefltd  with  regard  to  Malta,  he  having  b^ 
coqie  Grand  Mafter  of  Malta,  it  might  not  be  improper  to 
fufpefl  that  the  fpirit  which  guided  the  partition  of  rola,n^ 
might  follow  the  Emperor  of  Rudia's  defire  to  the  Medi- 
terranean.   Nor  was  this  fufpicioh  at  all  unwarrantable,  nor 
could  it  be  Qranec  to  thofe  who  fome  years  ago  faw  dancer 
to  the  balance  of  Europe  in  the  empire  of  KulHa  havmg 
Vol.  I.  1799.  U  Ockfacow* 
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Ockfacow  annexed  to  its  dommions.  Ockfacow  had  been 
called  the  key  to  Egypt — a  key  pretty  far  from  its  lock  ;  but 
thofc  who  thought  Ockfacow  a  Jcey  to  Egypt,  would  not  he* 
fitatc  to  call  Corfu  a  key  to  the  Mediterranean.  It  fliouM 
be  remembered  alfo,  that  if  the  views  of  the  Emperor  of 
RufTia  were  for  aggrandifement,  we  have  now  in  our  pay 
62,000  RufTians  that  may  be  employed  by  Ruffia  with  that 
viewand  that  objedl. 

His  Lordlhip  then  intreated  the  Houfc  to  remember  that 
Auftria  engaged  with  us  in  the  common  canfe,  had  entered 
into  preliminaries  for  a  peace  without  aflcing  the  opinion  of 
the  Minifters  of  thi's  country  ;  that  it  may  do  fo  again,  and 
that  Rudia  may  do  the  fame  thing,  and  that  thefe  things' 
were  not  very  improbable  ;  the  remedy  againfl  it,  his  Lorcf- 
ihip  faid,  was  a  Negociation  to  be  fet  on  foot  by  us  at  this 
moment.  Here  the  noble  Lord  took  a  view  of  the  prcfent 
ftate  of  Italy,  of  Belgium,  of  Naples,  of  Tufcany,  and  the 
other  different  parts  of  Europe,  to  fhew  how  very  poflible  it 
was  that  both  Auflria  and  Ruflia  might  be  contented  with 
terms  which  would  be  quite  unfuitable  to  the  intcrcff  of  this 
country.  He  reminded  the  Houfe  of  the  poffible  event  of 
the  very  Ruffians  whom  we  are  now  employing  on  the  Con- 
tinent, being  employed  by  us  for  the  defence  of  Great  Bri- 
tain or  Ireland.  He  hoped  that  would  never  come  to  pals, 
but  if  we  proceeded  for  a  few  years  to  come  as  we  had  for 
fome  years  pait,  he  not  only  feared,  but  he  believed  that 
would  come  to  pafs. 

But  it  might  be  faid,  that  if  we  j  greed  to  propofe  a  nego- 
ciation for  peace,  the  French  would  not  hear  of  it.  In  the 
"fiift  place,  he  did  not  know  that  \  but  this  he  knew,  if  thiy 
would  not  receive  it  fairly,  it  would  give  us  great  advantage. 
7"he  French  were  now  in  much  the  fame  fort  of  fituation  as 
they  were  in  the  year  1793.  The  allies  were  then  fuc- 
cefsful  and  feemed  to  threaten  France  with  ruin  ;  but  the 
French  had  recourfe  to  fuch  liupendous  exertions  as  enabled 
them  to  repel  unjult  aggrelTious  ;  but  having  fo  little  means 
to  pay  their  troops,  they  were  compelled  to  turn  them  loofe 
to  feek  reward  for  thcmfelves,  and  they  became  the  pell  of 
Europe.  We  faw  what  had  united  the  French  into  a  mafs. 
Were  we  to  purfuc  the  fame  mode  again  ?  It  might  be  afk- 
ed,  How  was  this?  He  would  anfwer,  by  leaving  theobjedl 
of  the  war  undcfmed ;  by  a  nvmiber  of  allies  having  fuppofed 
contradid^ory  objefls,  and  by  our  never  fliewing  any  fincere 
difpodtion  for  peace.  We  had  better  have  avowed  the  fydem 
of  Mr,  Burke«  that  of  eternal  war. until  Royalty  was  rcftor- 
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«d ;  foolifby  and  even  wicked,  as  that  feiiument  might  be, 
«t  w^s  better  than  our  prefent  fyfletn,  becaure  it  was  definite. 
That  was  a  fyftcm  whkh  had  the  Royalifts  of  France,  what- 
ever might  be  their  force,  in  its  favour,  but  our  fyftem  had 
as  nuic-h  the  hatred  of  Royalifts  as  Republicans,  becaufe  all 
Frenchmen  regarded  it  as  a  fyftem  for  the  difmemberment 
and  partition  of  France,  iand  fo  every  Frenchman,  whatever 
his  politics,  was  againft  us  it}  bis  heart.  Thefe  betpg  his 
fentiments,  he  fhould  not  have  thought  himfelf  juflified  if 
he  had  not  given  their  Lord(hips  an  opportunity  of  carrying 
a  recommendation  to  the  Throne. 

His  Lordfbip  then  read  his  motion,  which  was  for  an  Ad*- 
drefs  to  his  Majefty,  the  fubftance  of  it  was,  •*  To  return 
his  Majefty  thanks  for  his  late  gracious  communication.  To 
befcech  his  Majefty  to  enter  into  a  Negociation  for  Peace 
with  the  French  Republic,  and  to  afllire  his  Majefty,  that 
although  we  arc  in  the  feventh  year  of  a  war,  we  will  meet 
fill  the  neceffary  expcnces  of  carrying  it  on  with  vigour,  if 
Ntigociation  (hould  be  unfuccefsful.  To  manifeft  a  defire  to 
fulfil  the  engagement  made  between  his  Majefty  and  the  Em-; 
peror  of  Ruflia,  for  the  purpofe  of  maintaining  his  Majefty's 
honour,  by  keeping  good  faith  in  his  treaties  ;  but  to  repre- 
fent  to  his  Majefty  tlic  concern  of  the  Houfe,  that  his  Ma- 
jefty ihould  have  been  advHVd  to  enter  into  a  treaty  fo  hoftile 
to  the  fpirit  of  the  Britiih  Conftituiion,  as  that  of  introduce 
ing  any  foreign  force  without  the'confent  Parliament.  To 
difclaim  any  wi(h  to  refled  on  his  Majefty's  allies,  but  to 
vxprefs  fome  apprehenfions  of  danger,  fliould  their  views  be 
diliimilar  to  thofe  of  his  Majefty,  for  which  th6re  is  no  ade- 
quate fe'curity,  but  in  Negociation,  &c,  &c." 

Lord  GrenvlUe  faid,  after  what  had  fallen  at  fo  much  length 
from  the  noble  Lord,  the  Houfe,  he  prefumed,  would  not 
exped\  to  be  detained  much  longer.  At  leaft  they  would  not 
be  detained  by  him,  as  he  ftiould  not  think  it  necelTary  to 
follow  the  noble  Lord  through  the  many  condderations  on 
which  he  had  touched  in  the  extcnfive  view  which  he  had 
laken  of  the  various  events  and  incidents  of  the  war,  the 
greater  part  of  his  argument  bearing  not  the  fmalleft  imme- 
diate relation  to  the  fubjedl  of  the  treaties,  but  being  one 
niore  of  the  extraordinary  interferences  with  his  Majefty's 
privileges  and  prerogatives  that  had  been  brought  forward  ia 
a  manner  fo  unprecedented,  and  fo  new  to  the  known  prac- 
tice of  the  Conftituiion,  not  only  SefEon  after  Sedion,  but 
^Imoft  week  after  week,  during  the  periods  when  Parliament 
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^ere  aA^fnbled.     The  noble  Lord  in  the  comineneeroent  of 
his  rpeech  had  himfelf  confefled  the  Jingularify  of  his  opi- 
niortSy  and  with  great  truth  had  he  calied  them  fingulari  be- 
ttnittj  he  verily  believedi  there  "vi^s  not  another  nnan  to  b« 
foufid  who  entertained  (imilar  fentiraents.     Indeed,    after 
v/htLt  had  pafled  in  the  prefent  campaign,  after  the  recent 
events  of  the  war,  not  only  in  Europe,  but  iu  almoft  every 
quarter  of  the  g1obe,'he  war:  not  a  little  furprifcd  to  find  that 
even  the  noble  Lord  (hould  venture  opinions  which,  he  ve* 
fily  believed,,  were  exclufively.his  own.     All  the  latter  part 
of  the  noble  Lord's  fpeech  had  confifled  of  ftale  and  hack* 
n^yed  arguDients  againil  the  origin  and  condufi  of  a  war 
l^hich  the  noble  Lord  thought  proper  (till  to  call  an  aggref-^ 
lion  on  the  part  of  this  country,  although,  after  having  dir«« 
tufF^d  and  examined  the  whole  of  that  queAion,  not  only 
6ne,  but  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  had  ajgain  and  again  de- 
dared  it  to  be  a  juft  and  neccifaiy  war,  and  a  war  to  which 
they  wttc  determined,  to  give  the  moft  efFcdual  and  decided 
fupport.     The  noble  Lord's  fpeech,  as  ufual,  had  bceti  made 
up  of  threadbare  attacks  ort  his  Majefty's  Miniilers^  and  pf 
t  renewal  of  infinuations  againil  the  good  faith  and  fincerity 
cf  his  Majefty's  allies.     He  was  fure  their  Lordfhips  would 
exCufe  him  if  he  dd^clared  that  he  thought  it  unneceilary  to 
trefpafs  upon  their  time  and  abufe  their  patience,  by  at* 
tempting  to  make  any  regular  reply  to  what  had  been  fo 
often  anfwered,  nor  (hould  he  indeed  have  faid  even  the 
little  that  he  had  faid  upon  the  latter  part  of  the  noble  Lord's 
fpeech,  were  it  not  that  had  he  preferved  entire  filence  upon 
It,  It  might  poflibly  have  been  imputed  to  difrefpedl  towards 
the  noble  Lord,  w'hich  he  certainly  meant  not  to«  (how  in 
the  fmalleft  degree.    With  regard  to  the  neceflity  pf  enfer- 
'  ing  into  negociations  for  Peace  at  this  time,  the  noble  Lord 
feemed  to  feel  the  jveaknefs  of  any  argument  that  could  be 
advanced  upon  it,  becatife  he  had  refled  that  part  of  his 
fpeech  chieny  on  a  feries  of  trite  and  common  place  decla* 
mations  on  the  evils  and  calamities  infeparable  from  all 
"Wars,  and  therefore  not  more  to  be  lamented  at  prefent, 
•than  during  any  former  hoftilities  in  which  this  country 
bad  been  engaged.     But  the  noble  Lord  had  declared,  that 
he  dreaded  the  danger  of  our  being  deferted  by  our  allies^ 
and  had  recalled  the  attention  of  the  Houfc  to  the  fituatioa 
in  which  we  (lood  during  a  part  of  the  years  1793,  1797* 
and  iypS,    True  it  was,  that  this  country  had  been  deferted 
byits^Uiesi  birtwhgt  b^d  b^en  th$  ^onfo^ucace^? .  Great 
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Britain  bad  evinced  then,  what  he  trufted  (he  wouM  Rgain 
evince  under  limilar  circtimftancesi  that  (be  had  fpirit  and 
energy  enough  to  (land  fingly^gajnil  all  Europe,  and  not 
only  proted  herfelf,  but  carry  on  ofTenfive  operations  with 
vigour  and  efFe£t  againd  all  her  enemies.  Would  atiy  niaD» 
however,  take  upon  him  to  declare,  that  our  fituation  at 
prefeot  was  atiy  thing  like  what  it  had  been  in  the  years 
1793,  1797  and  1798  ?  Moft  certainly  we  had  at  prefent 
powerful  allies,  a.  ^js  animated  with  a  heartfelt  zeal  and 
congenial  fpirit  in  the  common  caufe.  To  notice  what  the 
noble  Lord  hadfaid  of  the  treaties  on  the  table,  he  was  fur- 
prifed  to  hear  ih^  noble  Lord  complain  of  the  extravagance 
of  the  fubfidies  engaged  for,  or  to  fele£l  the  freight  of  the 
Rufflans  to  Holland,  as  a  circumftance  that  proved  that  the 
zeal,  magnanimity  and  ardour 'Of  the  Emperor  of  all  the 
Ruflias  were  not  fmcere  and  evident.  The  noMe  Lord  talk- 
ed of  the  gratuitous  aid,  that  if  thtf  Court  of  Peterfburgh 
were  (incere,  he  Ihould  have  expe^ied  at  their  hand*?.  Was 
the  noble  Lord  to  learn,  or  could  he  deny,  that  the  flrengih 
of  Ruflia  eonfifted  in  men,  while  finance  conftitutcd  the 
(Irength  of  this  country?  In  a  treaty  of  alliance  between 
Ruffia  and  Great  Britain,  for  the  purpofe  of  offcnfive  war, 
the  only  means  of  rendering  it  efFcftual,  therefore,  was  for 
the  former  to  find  men,  the  latter  money.  With  regard  to 
the  freight,  and  the  additional  (lipu  I  at  ion  of  fending  17,500 
Ruflian  forces  to  Holland,  if  any  thing  more  than  another 
could  prove  the  zeal  and  a<^ive  defire  to  co-operate  eilec- 
tuaily  with  us  in  an  objed,  the  chief  intereft  of  which  with 
relation  to  Ruffia  and  this  country  were  purely  Britifh,  it  was* 
the  Emperor's  readily  agreeing  not  only  10  fend  fo  large  an 
aid  to  a(Ii{l  in  our  operations  in  Holland  as  17,500  n)en,  but 
at  a  confiderable  difadvantage  to  employ  a  part  of  his  navy  in 
tranfporting  them  to  that  couiitry.  With  regard  to  the  ex- 
pence  of  freight  the  noble  Lord  muft  be  aware  that  troops 
muft  either  be  brought  from  fo  diflant  a  part  of  Europe  afl 
RuflRa  by  land  or  fea.  He  mud  alfo  know  that  they  would 
not  be  allowed  to  march  through  neutral  States,  and  there- 
fore they  could  only  come  by  fea.  The  noble  Lord  had  gone 
into  a  detail  of  the  comparative  expencc  of  the  former  treaty 
with  Pruflia  and  the  prefent  one  with  Ruflia  :  he  had  been 
erroneous,  however,  in  his  calculations,  as  any  noble  Lord 
W(Aild  fee,  if  he  fairly  compared  the  ex-pence  of  each  ;  the 
treaty  with  the  latter  (the  Court  of  Peterfburgh)  he  Would 
fitid  Wa$  flUde  oi  oiutb  cheaper  terms  than  that  with  the 

Court 
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Court  of  Berlin.  With  rcfped'  to  the  feventh  article  of  the 
Provifional  Treaty,  whereby  his  Majefty  engages,  under  cer- 
tain circumRanceS)  to  admit  the  Ruffian  troops  into  this 
oouniry,  (an  event  not  at  prefent  very  likely  to  take  place) 
he  defied  the  noble  Lord  to  point  out  a  fiogle  AA  of  Parlia- 
ment againft  what  had  been  engaged  for,  nor  did  he  believe 
the  noble  Lord  himfelf  could  conceive  or  imagine  a  law  that 
could  be  drawn  to  prevent  it,  without  diretSly  infringing  on 
tiie  known  principles  of  the  conftitution.  Under  that  con- 
ftitution  it  was  the  undoubted  prerogative  of  the  Crown  tQ 
declare  war,  or  make  peace ;  to  enter  into  treaties  of  alli- 
ance, and  (lipulate  the  conditions  of  thofe  treaties,  and  it 
was  for  Parliament  fubfequently  to  declare  whether  it  ap- 
proved thofe  treaties,  or  was  wiHing  to  fupport  or  enable 
his  Majefty  to  make  good  fuch  engagements  as  the  Crown 
had  fo  entered  into  with  foreign  Powers,  The  two  autho- 
rities the  noble  Lord  had  referred  to  were  unfortunately 
chofen.  Was  the  year  1641  the  time  of  all  Olivers  the  moft 
£t  to  refort  to  for  conditutional  precedents?  A  time  when 
the  Parliame/it  were  taking  meafures  to  dethrone  the  mo- 
narch, and  the  monarch  to  make  war  agair^f)  his  Parliament. 
Was  the  prefent  Parliament  bent  on  any  fuch  objedl,  or 
would  it  endure  the  comparifon  ?  With  regard  to  the  other 
precedent,  that  of  1756,  would  that  Houfe,  afling  in  their 
parliamentary  capacity,  .learn  the  praflice  of  the  conflitu- 
Hon  from  the  mouth  of  a  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
however  refpe<5lable  his  charafler,  (and  great,  weighty,  and 
refpedable,  the  charafler  and  name  of  Mr.  Speaker  Onflow 
undoubtedly  were)  in  the  courfe  of  a  cafual  fpeech,  which, 
when  he  brought  tip  a  Money  Bill,  and  {landing  at  their 
Lordlhips'  Bar,  on  the  lad  day  of  aSeflion,  he  thought  pro- 
per to  addrefs  to  his  Majefty  ?  The  fallacy  of  the  noble 
Lord's  argument  was,  that  he  had  reafoned  as  if  the  Ruflians 
were  a£lually  landed  in  this  country  without  the  confent  of 
Parliament.  His  Lordfhip  made  a  few  more  obfervations 
in  reply  to  Lord  Holland,  declarit>g,  that  whenever  the  ar- 
ticle of  the  convention,  under  which  his  Majefty  engages  to 
receive  the  Ruffian  troops  eventually  into  this  country,  came 
to  he  likely  to  be  carried  into  execution,  it  would  be  feen 
whether  his  Majedy's  Minifters  did  their  duty,  and  con- 
du6led  themfelves  legally  and  conftitutionally.  His  Lord-.> 
ihip  concluded  with  giving  his  decided  negative  to  the  Ad-^ 
drefs  that  had  been  moved. 

Lord  Holland  rofe  xo  explain.  His  Lordfhip  faid,  he  ftould 

not 
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tiot  have  been  defirous  of  claiming  the  indulgence  utnMf 
granted  by  their  Lordffiips  to  perfons  who  came  forward 
ivith  motions  in  that  Houfe>  if  fome  of  the  obfervationa 
made  by  the  nobie  Secretary  of  State  had  not  rendered  it  ab-» 
folutely  neceflary  for  the  fake  of  his  having  the  argument,  he 
had  in  his  former  fpeech  had  the  honour  to  make  ufe  of| 
clearly  underftood.  On  that  ground  it  was  that  he  would  take 
the  liberty  of  intruding  on  the  Houfe  for  a  few  minutes. 
He  gave  the  noble  Secretary  due  credit  for  his  abilities  and  his 
eloquence,  but  he  could  not  fo  far  compliment  him  as  to  fay 
he  thought  the  noble  Lord's  di(lin£l  apprehenfion  of  the  ar* 
^ument  of  thofe  he  undertook  to.anfwer,  was  one  of  his  moft 
prominent  talents.     Certain  it  was,  the  noble  Secretary  of 
State  had  completely  mifconceived,  or  he  could  not  other- 
wife  have  fogrofsly  mifreprefented,  much  of  what  had  fallen 
from  him.     The  noble  Secretary  had  begun  his  reply  with 
declaring,  that  he  did  not  think  it  neceflary  to  fay  much  on 
the  fubje£ls  treated  of  by  him  [Lord  Holland)  in  the  latter 
part  of  his  fpeech,  and  after  a  few  general  obfervations,  th^ 
noble  Secretary  had  declared  he  (hould  not  have  faid  even  the 
little  he  had  urged  upon  the  topics  in  queftton,  had  he  not 
felt  himfelf  anxious  to  avoid  the  fufpicion  of  illiberality  and 
difrefpefl  towards  the  noble  Mover  of  the  Addrefs,  in  cafe  he 
had  preferved  an  entire  filence  with  regard  to  that  part  of  his 
fpeech.    Lord  Holland  afliired  the  noble  Secretary,  that  if  he 
had  preferved  an  entire  (ilence  on  the  latter  part  of  his 
fpeech,  fo  far  from  being  angry, or  oiFended,  he  (hould  have 
thought  he  had  done  wifely,  becaufe  an  adherence  to  entire 
filence  would  have  been  preferable  to  a  futile  reply  or  grofs 
mifreprefentation.     The  noble  Secretary  complained  of  his 
having  touched  upon  the  origin  of  the  war,  and  having,  in 
treating  of  its  character,  called  it  an  aggrefiioR.     The  word 
might  give  offence  to  the  noble  Secretary,  but  as  often  as^he 
had  occafion  to  refer  to  the  origin  of  war,  his  Lordfliip 
faid,  he  mud  call  it  an  aggreflion  on  our  parts,  becaufe  he 
thought  it  to  be  fo.    The  noble  Secretary  had  alfo  faid 
he  had  recurred  to  dale  arguments  when  he  referred  to  the 
ftate  of  this  country  in  1797  and  1798^  add  had  mention* 
ed  our  having  been  deferied  by  our  allies  with  an  air  of 
triumph  and  exultation  ;  but  how  and  for  what  purpofe  had 
he  Hi  his  former  fpeech  alluded  comparatively  to  our  fitua- 
tion  in  that  year  and.  our  preftnt  fituaiion  ?  He  had  made  the 
allufion,  Lord  Holland  faid,  to  fhew,  that  when  this  country 
wasdeferted  by  her  allies,  then  it  was  that  the  noble  Secretary 
Qf  State  cqndefceuded  to  eater  into  a  negociatioa  for  peace 
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mni  he  hsid  mcDtlooed  ft  to  convince  their  LoniOiips  wi%h  liovr 
much  ntor^advantagCi.  with  how  much  more  gra(Se  and4ig, 
pity  i»  qegocUtioafor  p^ace  might  now  be  entefed  intp  when 
CHijT  sillies  wer^  withus,  and  the  operations  of  oos  arAis  and 
|be  arms  of  Audrja  and  Ru/iia  had  been  attended  with  fuc* 
pefs*  The  noble  Secretary  had  further  faid,  that  he  had  en- 
lleayQured  to  fupport  his  motion  for  an  Addrefs  with  trite 
imd  comtnon  place  declamation  on  the  ordinary  evils  and 
calamities  .that  weic  infcparable  from  war.  So  far  from 
veiling  upon  fuch  an  argument,  his  Lordfhip  dedred  to  ap« 
peal  to  the  Hotife  whether  he  had  not  exjl^refsly  faid,  if  he 
hdA  no  plhcr  ^gument  to  bring  forward  he  (hould  feel  hitn« 
felf  ^yftified  io  the  face  pf  G^d  and  man  on  that  account 
;iloDe»  ip  bring  his  motion  forward,  but  that  it  was  from  a 
f^air  view  qf  the  utmoft  poflible  fiiccefsthat  could  be  expelled 
from  a  continuance  of  the  war,  balanced  again(}  xht  probable 
fnifchiefs  that  might  enfue  if  the  prefent  favourable  oppor- 
tunity for  negociation  wecc  not  embraced,  that  he  had  been 
jnduped  to  move  the  addrefs.  But  what  was  mod  extraor* 
diaary  in  the  nehle  Secretary  of  State's  fpeech  was  a  decla* 
ration  that  any  attempt -like  the  prefent  to  interrupt  the  £xe- 
icutive  Governmeni  in  the  condudl  of  a  war  was  to  interfere 
"Vvith  bi$  Majefty's  privileges  and  prerogative  in  a  manner 
fvhoily  unprecedented  and  new  in  the  praSice  of  the  con- 
Aitution  ;  a  dod^ritie  which  Lord  Holland  faid  was  far  from 
true,  as  there  were  numberlcfs  inftances  on  record  to  the  con* 
Irary.  He  had.theu  in  his  eye  a  noble  Duke  (the  Duke  of 
Portland)  who  had  duriag  the  American  war,nn  repeated  in^ 
AanceSp  (:ome  forward  with  thbfe  with  whom  the  noble 
Dpke  then  a£)ed  with  motions  fimilar  in  tfkSt  to  that  before 
%hc  Houfe.  It  might  perhaps  be  faid,  that  what  the  noble 
Puke  and  his  friend^  had  done  had  been  merely  to  move 
j^moidaients  in  addrefTes  in  reply  to  his  Majefty 's  Speech  from 
the  throne.  If  there  was  any  material  diftindibn  in  the  two 
csifeii  his  lyOfdfiitp  faid,  he  wpuld  leave  it  to  the  noble  Se- 
Cr^ary  of -Sta.tt>  who  was  fo  great  a  mailer  of  didindions, 
tqo^ylain*  It  wiad  an  efleniial  privilege  of  Parliament  for 
aay  w^cnber  of  either  Houfe  to  pove  52ch  an  addrefs  as  he 
|iad  that  day  moved,  and  therefore  his  LoxtKhipi  declared,  as 
pCtf  ns(ft  ^e  feli^  it  his  duty  to  exert  his  undoubted  privilege  ii^, 
tM^t  refpe6t»  he  woMld^not  fail  to  exert  it. 

.With  regard  to  the  treaties  on  the  table,  the  noble  Seci;^- 
^y  Qf  State  had  not,  be  faid,  done  his  argument  any  thing 
\i]|9  ju{liQ4.  He  had  called  upon  him  to  denjr,  that  finance 
1^%%  the'greiiAfejigth  olF  thiscounUy,  undmcn  the  great 

-     ftrength 
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ilreogth  of  Ru0ia  ?  'Undoubtedly,  he  could  not  dexry  it ;  :but> 
upon  that  principle^  why  were  25|OOp  Britith  troops  neceflary 
to  be  fent  to  Holland  ?   It.  made  our  contingent  difpropocr 
tionably  iaree  if  we  furniibed  men  as  well  as  money,     ff 
the  Court  or  Petejiburgh  were-fo  zealous  and  ftocere  in  the 
good  caufe,  why  did  not  that  Court  do  it  more  gratuitoufly  ? 
Did'ihe  not  recoUefl  that  her  dominions  were  at  a  diAance 
from  the  s^pproach  of  war,  aifid  that  in  proportion,  as  Gre<t 
•Britain  was  nearer  to  France,  it  was  the  more  neceiTary  for 
•us  to  keep  a  large  force  at  home  for  our  protefiion?    The 
i^ble  Secretary  of  State  had  Teemed  to  uuderftand  what,  he 
had  »faid  about  the  expence  *of  the  freight  of  the  Ru0iai^ 
iroctps,  as  if  'he  had  afigi^pd  it  as  a  proof  of  the  want  of  zeal 
and  'magnantniity  of  tha 'Emperor  of  Hudia.     Qn  the  con- 
trary, on  examining  the  reafonablenefs  and  advantage^  of 
the  two  treaties,  (the  former  one  with  Prullia,  and  the  prefent 
with  Ruflia)  he  had  put  the  amount  of  the  expence  of  freight 
wholly  out  of  the  quefiion,   but  when  he  came  to  balance 
their  comparative  amount  in  point  of  the  expence  of  eachy 
he  certainly  didtake  the  -charge  for  frdgfit  into  the  calcula- 
tion.    Nor  ifaonid  he  have  calculated  fairly  if  be  had  not 
done  fo.     The^noble  Secretary  hadTaid,  be  had  computed  the 
comparative  expence  incorre(^}y.    Podibly  he  might  have 
done  fo.     Witrh 'refpef)  to  the  treaties  generally,  exclufive 
of  their  extreme  prodigality,  and  one  other  objedtion,  he  had 
declared  he  made  no  great  exception.     In  wbat  the  noble 
Secretary  had  faid,  in  reference  to  the  article  enabling  bis 
Majefty,  in  certain  cafes,  to  receive  the  Ruffians  into  this 
kingdooi;  he  differed  totally.     He  had  contended,  and  he 
was  faiisfied  he  had  contended  on  conftitutional  ground,  that 
it  was  not  lawful  for  bis  Majefly  to  bring  foreign  troops 
into  this  kingdomt  without  .having  either  the  pre\'ious  con^ 
fent  or  fubfequent  approbation  of  Parliament.     The  noble 
Secretaiy  had  complained  of  the  pvecedent  of  1 641 ;  bt^t 
he  could  not  %gree  that  precedents  of  thofe  times  were  ne«- 
ceflarily  bad.     In  thatHoufe^  precedents  of  .1641  hadbcefl 
xepeatedly  quoted  and  reKed  on;  and,  as  to  the  (^claratidh  of 
the  noble  Secretary,,  that  the  refotutioo  of  164!  was  to  pre<-> 
vent  the  KJng  from  introducing  foreign  troops  to  enable  hicn 
to  make  war  againft   the  rights  and  liberties  of  his  people* 
that  very  obfervation,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  made  the  precedent 
peculiarly  applicable  in  the  prefent  infiance ;  nor  was  it  his 
bufinefs  at  all  to  difcufs  the  quedion  w:hether  Charles  the 
Firft  was  jufttfied  in  levying  forces  to  make  w;af  againd  his 
V0JL.I   1799.  X  Parlia. 
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•Parliamertt,  br  the  ParHament  in  rtaking  war  tipon  fheir 
King:  it  was  enough'  for  his  porppfe  that  the  pnecedent  was 
sCconftitutional  one.  All  the  rcarbnirig  of  tHe  noWe  Secre- 
tary, In  defence  of  the  articler^in  the  treaty  by  which  his 
Majefty  engages  in  a  certain  incidental  *circumftance  to  rc*- 
ceive  the  Ruffian  forces  intothfs  kingdonl.ferved,  LordHoU 
land  faid,  to  furtiifti  him  with  an  iadditional  argument  agafnft 
the  expedition  toHolland,  as  that  which  led  to  \hc  poilibility 
of  the  reception  of  foreign  troops  into' thi!r country  muft  be 
regarded  in  that  rcfpeft  as  bad  prr  fe.  •  His  Lord fhtp  took 
a  (light  notice  of  a  few  other  of  Lord  Grenyille's  obfer-- 
vatlons.     '   :     . 

The  queflion  was  then  put,  and  the  Hou(e  divided. 
.  ■  Ccnttnts    -     -     2  I  AW  C(mtents    -     15 

'  '  Adjourned  till  the  next  d^y. 
The  Contents  were  Lord  Holland  and  Lord  ifw. 

..'  

''':.".     .  .  HOUSE  OF,  COMMONS. 

.!:     .  FRIDAY,,  OCTOl^ER   II, 

..  At  fdur'o'clotk  th^  Speahr  counted  the  Houfc,  and  there 
being  but  38  MQn^t>ers  pi:efent,  an  adjournment  took  plac<? 
of  .4ourfe.  

HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

SATURDAY,    OCT.    12. 

.  The  Houfc  met  at  half-paft  eleven. 

The  bill  enabling  hisMaJefty  to  (bortcn  the  time  of  call- 
ing Parliament  together  in-  cafes  of  adjournment,  was 
brought  from  the  Commons,  who  had  agreed  to  the  amends- 
men  t  made  by  the  Lords. 

His  Majefty'sCommifli'on  was  then  opened  and  read,  (the 
Speaker  ^nd  Commons  t>eing  at  the  bar;  and  the  royal  ai!ent 
given  tb  the  Scqis  Diftille;-y  Bill,  the  Expiring  Laws  Bill, 
the  bill  to  enable  his  Majefty  to  fhorten  the  time  of  calling 
Parliament  together  in  cafes  of  adjournment,  the  Malt  Duty 
jjill,  the  PenHdns,  Offices,  and  all  the  various  bills  that  have 
paffed  both  Houfcs,  received  the  royal  alTent. 

An  order  wa^  niade  that  no  more  reports  from  the  Judges, 
or  petitjons.fQf  private  bills  be  received  after  the  8th  day  of 
April  next.. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  then  informed  their  Lord(bips>hat 
he  had  it  in  command  from  his  Majefty  to  inform  them  tha,t 
his  royal  will  and  pleafure  was  that  the  Houfe  adjourn  to 
the  sift  day  of  January  next.    Adjourned  accordingly. 
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PROTEST,  •    .  ; 

^H  THE  BILL  FOR  ENABLING  HIS  MAJESTY  TO  khcti'T  THE  8ER- 
VICBS  OF  AN"  ADblTrOTNAL  KVMB'&R  OF  VOL'UNTEERs  FROM  TMiE 
MILITIA,    UNDER  CERTAIN  RESTRICTION^!    '  . 

DlSSEMtlENT,  '.  . 

ill.  Be^aufc,  by  this  Bill,  and  by  the  recited  Aft  of  the  laft  SeflioDr 
>^hofc  powers  are  by  this  Bill  aggravated  and  extended,  the  conftitutional 
piifpofcs  of  the  Militia  eftablifhrneni  Are  totally  and  firtally  (ubverted. 

idly.  Becaufc,  all  the  piirpof^s  of  procuring  men  for  the  aimy  might 
hfive  been  «afily  obtained  by  dj(banding  the  Supplementary  War  Militia 
(which  by  its  extraordinary  encreafe  had  profeffedly  occafioned  a  fcarcityof 
men)  without  lelucing  the  permanent  Militia  eflablifhment  to  a  fervice^ 
in  which  no  Gentleman  could  hereafter  hope  that  his  patriotic  and  didn- 
tercfted  induftiy  would  enable  him  to  form  his  county  regiment  to  a  con- 
tinued ftate  of  diicipline,  at  the  head  of  whi^h  he  might,  with  credit  and 
honour  to  himlcif,  anfwcr  ilie  purpofe  of  its  inftitution  in  the  defence  of  his 
country  againft  inyafion.  ' 

3d!y.  Becaufe,  by  this  meaforc,  all  that  fyftera  and  arrangement  which 
nourifiied  the  teal  of  independent  country  gentlemen  is  irrecoverably  done 
away  in  the  exi(Hng  prciTiiiie  of  a  formidable  and  Ularming  war,  and  the 
peace  eftabliflunenl  ot  the  Militia  (if,  mangled  as  it  is  by  this&ill,  it  caa 
furvive  the  war)  will  iiecefTary  be  reduced  to  a  mere  (landing  army  of  the 
i^orft  fort;  independent  of  an  annual  vote  of  Pai  liameht ;  deprived  ©fall 
its  former  conftitutional  advantages  ;  connected  with  the  people  by  nothing 
but  the  unequal  and  opprefTive  burthens  it  impofes  on  them,  and  com- 
manded by  fuch  perfons  ^s  may  be  procured  to  be  regulating  officers  to  a 
mere  drill  of  army  recruits. 

4thjy.  Becaufe  the  landetl  intereft  o^  England  and  Wales,  already  fo 
heavily  burthencd,  is  moft  materially  affefted  by  this  total  revolution  in  the 
Militia  fyftem  ;  inafmuch  as  the  peculiar  expences  of  a  Militia  originally 
formed  for  our  unalienable  domdiic  defence  and  infular  garrifon,  are  un^ 
julHy  continued  on  the  opprelTed  Owners  and  Occupiers  of  Land  in  England 
and  Wales,  when  they  are  by  this  meafure  deprived  of  tbe  advantages 
wh^h  they  had  pui'chalcd,  namely,  thofe  of  fcurity,  refulting  from  a  per-* 
maaent  domeftic  protedionfer  their  wives  and  children,  which,  under  the 
faith  of  Parliament,  was  held  oyt  to  them  as  the  valuable  confideration  for 
heavy  taxes  impofed  folely  on  them. 

5thly.  Beca,u(e  this  Bill  operates  with  moft  unju(li6able  partiality  :  it 
does  not  fairly  and  equally  extend  to  Scotland  j  Scotland  is  ftiU  protefled 
in  the  enjoyment  of  a  Conftituttonal  Militia  \  neither  reduced  to  the  dif- 
graceful  condition  of  a  drill  for  the  army,  nbr  liable  to  be  employed' in  the 
defence  of  England;  from  its  fervices  (contined  and  limited  folely  to  the 
boundaries  ot  Scotland)  England  and  Wales  can  derive  no  prote6lion, 
while  the  reduced  remnants  of  the  Militia  of  England  and  Wales  may  be 
removed  tmm  the  defence  of  their  own  homes  to  that  of  the  moft  remote- 
parts  of  Scotland* 

CARNARVON. 

WENTWORTH  FITZWILLIAM, 

All  but  the  fecond  reafon. 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 


X  %  HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

SATURDAY,   OCT.    II, 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  brfbrc  twelve. 

A  melfage  from  the  Lords  informed  the  Hmifle  tNeir  £or<K 
(hips  had  agreed  to  a  great  number  of  public  bills  withoiit* 
any  amendment  \.  and  toithe  bill  for  empowering  his  Ma}e(ly 
to  fliorten  the  time  o^  rrieettngof  the  Houfes  of  Partiament 
in  cafes^  of  Adjournment,  with  an  amendment,  to  which^ 
they  defired  the  concurrence  of  the  Houfe. 

The  amendment  was  read  and  agreed'to. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  informed  the  Houfe,  that  his  Ma- 

•    jefty  had  been  waited  on  with  the  addrefs  of  the  Houfe  for  a 

Monument  to  the  memory  of  EarJ  Howe,  when  his  Ma- 

jefty  was  gracioufly  pleafedto  fay  he  would  give  direAioiis 

accordingly. 

Mr.  Dent  moved,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  an. 
Account  of  the  nett  Income  of  the  Poft  Office,  for  the  ycars: 
1797,  1798,  and  1799,  as  far  as  the  fame  can  be  made  up. 
Onlered. 

Mr.  Refe  moved  for  a  Writ  to  elcft  a  Commiffioner  for 
the  Shire  of  Dunbarton,  in  the  room  of  Colonel  Smollett,, 
dcceafed.    Ordered. 

Another  for  the  County  of  Flint,,  in  the  room  of  Joha: 
Lloyd,  Efq.  who  has  accepted  of  the  office  of  fteward  of  the 
Chilterti  Hundreds, 

Another  fpr  the  Borough  of  Eyre,  in  the  County  of.  Suf-^ 
folkf  in  the  room  of  Mark  Singleton,  Efq.  who  has  alfo  ac» 
cepted  the  office  of  Reward  of  the  Eaflern  Chiltern  Hun- 
dreds.    Ordered. 

The  Chancrlior  of  the  Exchequer  obfcrvedi  it  had  been 
ufual  in  the  early  p^rt  of  a  feffion  to  limit  the  time  of  re- 
ceiving private  petitions.  He  therefore  moved,  that  the 
Houfe  do  not  receive  anV  petition  for  a  private  bill  after  the 
3th  of  March  next. 

Mr.  Tierftey  faid,  he  had'no  objedion  to  this  Hmitau:oD» 
but  a.  notice  had  been  communicated  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  of  an  adjournment  of  the  Houfe  ;  he  ihould  be 
glad  to  know  when. that  adjournment  would  take  place,  and. 
to  what  day  ? 

The  Chanceihr  $/'the  Exchequer  h\A^  it  was  perfe£Uy  well 
underRood  that  an  intimation  would  come  from  his  Majefty 
'   upon  thai  fubjed,  but   that  was  a  fubje£l   of  which  there 
could.bc  no  parliamentary  notice  before  its  arrival. 
*       .    -     .  Mr.. 
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Mr.  Tkrmf  (ktdy  that  by  this  mode  of  proceeding  a  great 
»aei|oaHty  was  created  between  the  Member^  of  theHonfe  of 
Commons  with  re^ltl  to  information  when  the  Houfe  was 
to  cany  on  its  bu(me(s»  Some  perfons  bad  advantages  which 
ocbers  had  nott  for  infianceji^yederday  at  four  o'clock  there 
happened  not  •  to  be  forty  members  prefent,.  confequently 
there  could  be  no  Houfe>.  an  adjournment  took  place  to  the 
ofuai  hour,'  which  was  this  mornitig  at  ten  o'clock :  that, 
however,  was  the  mere  jiomtnaU  formal  hour ;  the  feal  tipis 
every  member  muft  have  conceived  to  be  the  iifual  hour  at 
which  the  Houle  a£lua)ly  met.     It  was  merely  owing  to  fhs 
perfonal  civility  of  the  Speaker  that  he  leamt  the  Houfe  was 
adually  to  meet  this  day  at  eleven  in  the  morning.     This 
was  quite  out  of  the  ofual  courfe  of  modem  parliamentary 
pm£ltce,  and  it  was  in  the  power  of  a  Minifter  to.take  very 
unfair  advantages  in  this  way ;  (ince  his  own  friends  might  ^ 
fcave  intimation,  and  others  might  not,  of  bufinefs  being 
to  be  tranfa£kd  befofe  the  ufiial  hour.    Not  that  he  appre* 
bended  that  any  improper  proceeding  would  take  place  in  the 
Houfe,  bccaufe  he  Jcne  w  the  Speaker  would  take  care  that  the 
roles  of  the  Houfe,  when  met,  Oiould  not  be  violated ;  and 
h«  trufted  the  Minifter  would  take  no  adyantage  in  this  par^ 
ticutar. 

The  Chancittor  $f  the  Exchtqutr  faid,  that  he  (hould  aA 
according  to  the  fenfe  he  entertained  of  the  duty  of  a  Mcii»- 
ber  of  ParKament,  and  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  of  courfe 
aA  according  to  Ivis  own  fenfe  of  his  duty. 

Here  the  Speaker  was  fummoned  up  to  the  Houre  of  Peers 
to  hear  the  commiffion  read  for  giving  the  royal  aiTent  ta 
various  bills. 

The  Speaker  went  up  accordingl3r,  and  having  returned^ 
thequeftion  that  no  private  petition  (hould  be  received  after 
ttie-Sth  of  March  next  was  put  and  carried. . 

The  Cbwi^aihr  ef  the  Exchffuep  moved,  that  in  obedience 
to  his  Maje%'s  pieafure  intimated  to  the  two  Houfes,  tbi» 
Houfe  dp  now  adjourn  to  the  aift  of  January  next. 

The  Sfioker  faii^  that  before  he  put  this  queftion  of  ad* 
joumment  he  thought  it  right  to  advert  to  what  had  been 
laid  on  lecrivnig  private  bills.  He  did  not  under ftand  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman's  (Mr.  Tterney's)  obfervations  applied 
10  the  nature  of  that  proceeding.  That  which  was  sow 
before  the  Houfe^  the  queflioni  of  adjournment,  was  not  sr 
novel  proceeding ;  there  were  many  inftances  on  the  journala 
in  whidi  il  appeared  the  Houfe  hsid  adjourned  cootormabl]^ 

to* 
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to  bi^  M«je%'<<f>lea&jre4     When  the  riitsiqur  h^ached  htm.of 
a  probability  thai  an  Lotiaiation  would  come»  fignifjing  htat 
Majedy's  plieafure*  at  an  hour  on  which  the  Hbufe  did  not 
iifually  ftc,  he  febrchcd  the  journals*  and  he  did  hope  to  find 
there  a  precedent  for  not  putting  the  queftioo  imtnediatety« 
If  there  had  been  an  interval  of  adjournment  from  the  time: 
of  his  Majefty*s  intimation  being  given  to  the  ufuM  hour  of 
meeting*  he  Ihould  have  taken  the  liberty  of  recommrnding' 
a  furpenfion  of  this  motion  fur  adjournment  until  the.time  of 
the  day  at  which  the  Houfe   proceeded    ufually   to  public 
bufinefs.     But  upon  fearcliinghe   found   no  proceeding  to 
juilify  him  in  making  fuch  recommendation.     All  the  in-» 
ilances  on  the  journals   were  of  this  defcription ;  hi&  Ma<^ 
jelly *s  pleafure  was  iignified   by  the  motion,  and  the  rioufe 
accordingly  adjourned  immediately.     That  being  the  cafe^ 
he  had  no  alternative. 

The  Chanceikr  .cf,  the  Exchequer  faid,  that,  as  there  was  no 
order  of  the  day  remaining,  it  appeared  to  him  that  he  was 
confuhing  the  convenience  of  Members  by  making  this  mo-- 
tion,  when,  now»  there  being  as  full  an  attendance  as  was 
ufual  at  the  Commencement  of  public  buHnefsat  the  ufual 
hour.     It  had  been  ufual  to  come  forivard  with  an  intimation 
of  his  Majc(ly*s  defue  that, public  bufmefs  (hould  be  pro* 
ceeded  in,  and  that  was  the  time    when  the  feflioa  ufually 
conunenced.     The   adjournment  took    place  whan  all  the 
bufinefs  for  which  Parliament  was  called  together  was  at  an 
end.     Confldering,  therefore,  that  there  was  nothing  likely 
to  come  forward,  and  that  this  was  now  fo  well  underftood  ; 
and^  confldering  that  this  propdfed  adjournment  was  nothing 
more  than  what  his  Majeily  could  dire£i  by  his.  prerogative 
vnder  the  title  of  a  prorogation ;  confldering  alfo  that  there 
was  no  inconvenience  whatever  to  the  public ;  and  conflder- 
ing that  he  was  doing  that  which  was  mod  convenient  to  the 
Members  pf  that  Houfe,  he  thought  he  was  taking  the  bell 
courfe  that  could  be  taken  in  the  motion  which  he  made. 
Hereafter  it  would  be  proper  to  take  ail  the  bed  means  that 
could  be  taken  to  procure  a  full  attendance  when  public 
bufmefs  came  forward. 

Mr.  Tiemey  thanked  the  Speaker  for  the  pblitencfs  with 
which  he  informed  him  that  the  Houfe  was  .to  meet  at  the 
hour  of  eleven  this  morning.  He  faid,  he  had  had  the  iiiis<- 
fortune  not  to  be  dillindlly  underftood :  he  never  meant  to 
fay,  there  was  no  precedent  for  the  Houfe  adjourning,  in 
compliance  to  his  Maiefty's  pleafure^  and  that  immediately 

after 


Oe^.  n.]       WOOftFALLPS  PARtlAMEKTAttY  REPORtS.  159 

Hfierthat  was  intimated.  On  neither  of  thefe  p<^iit{$did  he 
mean  to  trouble  the  Houfe.  He  meaht  to  obfervtf  on  th^  very 
particular  circum(tances  of  the  cafe,  as  It  (lood  this  day, 
t\t  Vrould  {^ate  the  fads,  which  contained  all  the  arguments* 
He  could  not  be  heard  thi^  day  if  forty  members  had' not  been 
prcfent ;  the  Speaker  mud  have  adjourned  the  Houfe  until 
Monday  morning  ten -o'clock,  as  he  did  yefterday^  the  ufual 
hour,  however,  for  the  meeting  of  the  Houfe,  muft  have 
been  underftood  to  be  four  o'clock.  1  here  had  been  an  in-r 
fiance  of  the  Houfe  meeting  at  eleven  o'clock,  inthemorn- 
.  ing  beyond  a  doubt ;  but  had  the  Houfe  done  fo,  without 
the  Speaker  previoufly  announcing  that  he  fhould  take  tho 
chair  at  eleven  ?  When  the  Houfe  attended  his  Majefty  to 
St«  Paul's^'  the  Speaker  announced  that  he  fliould  attend  at 
eleven  in  the  morning.  All  the  Members  of  the  Houfe  be- 
ing fuppofed  to  be  prefe[\t,  mud  aICo  be  fuppofcd  to  know 
that  circumftance,  and  therefore  had  full  notice ;  but  further 
than  this,  the  praftice  of  the  Houfe  did  not  go,  nor  could 
go,  confiften'ly  with  the'  rules  of  Parliament;  for  here> 
fpeaking  parliamentary  lahguage,  noMemberof  the  Houfe 
could  know  that  the  Uoufc  was  now  fitting.  No  Member 
could  know,  except  from  the  perfonal  civility  of  the 
Speaker,  that  his  duty  called  him  to  attend  this  morning. 
No  precedent  could  apply  to  the  cafe  now  before  theHoufe» 
for  it  was  a  meeting  at  an  unufual  hour,  of  which  it  was 
impofflble  to  give  any  regular  notice,  becaufe  there  was  no 
Houfe  ye fterday  to  receive  a  notice.  In  truth  he  might  fay, 
that  public  bufmefs  was  never  tranfaded  on  a  Saturday  with- 
out fpecial  notice,  but  that  he  waved ;  though  he  wilhed  to 
know,  whether  in  the  Speaker's  opinion.  Members  of  Par- 
liament cpuld  regularly  know  that  the  Houfe  would  fit  this 
morning  at  eleven,  and  whether  he  ffaould  proceed  to  bull- 
nefs  without  notice  to  attend  to  fuch  proceeding  ? 

TheSpMker  faid,  that  whether  Members  did  know  or  not 
that  (he  Houfe  would  meet  was  a  thing  impoflible  for  him  to 
conjeclure :  he  hoped  they  did  know  it :  it  was  his  duty  to 
attend :  he  received  an  intimation  that  a  commidion  to  give 
the  royal  aifent  to  certain  bills  would  take  place  at  twelve 
this  day.  There  had  been  no  public  intimation  of  the  mat- 
ter. It  was  cdtiveyed  to  him  from  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe 
of  Lords  b/' meanis  of  the  black  rod.  That  was  fufficient  for 
him  to  attend.  H.'?  did  fo.  He  likewife  heard  his  Majedy's 
pl«afure  announced  that  Parliament  (hould  adjourn  to  a  fu^ 
fure  day.'    He  vyifhed  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe 

ihould 
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fliQuM  have  takea  pbce  zt  the  liruafl  hpur^  fitUDg)  l^ut  ht 
foyaJ  nQ  precedent  to  govern  this  cafe.  The  motioo^  fa^\^ 
adjburaixient  had  been,  Cnade»  and  the  quefiion  muft  be  piaL 
upon  it.  He  was  not  to  judge  on  tlie  propriety  of  a  mo-  ' 
tion,  ^ttt  to  put  it  to  the  Houfe^  beh^diK)  alteraative:  aoi^ 
had  he  any  as  to  his  attendance :  he  n^ceived  an  ii^tiouuipi^ 
to  attend,  and  it  was  his  duty  to  attend. 

Mr.  Tumqf  difi:Iaimed  all  idea  of  impptin^  the  nooil  diC-r  \ 
<lant  degree  of  imprepriety  of  condud  to  the  Speaker..    He   . 
Jtnew  it  was  bis  duty  to  attend  ;  and  what  was  his  duty  every 
body  knew  he  wouUperfosm  properly.    He  knew  alfo  tha(  ^ 
flow  the  motion  was  made,  the  opeakei  mud  pu^  tbe^iieftion ; 
but  what  he  copxplained  of  was,  that  ihjs  was  incoobfiil^j^t 
iwith  tlie  ordinary   pradice  x)f  ParKrai^nt.     Upona«f4g* 
geftlon  of  impropriety  of  a  motion,  he  (hould  hope  no  Mem- 
ber wotfld  hefitate  to  withdraw  it ;  if  that  was  not  ac<;eded 
to,  he  nouft  aik  the  chair,  wiiether  or  not  this  prooecdyig 
was  imufual  and  improper  ? 

ThcSfeatir  fgid,  he  Was  fure  the  Houfe  would  not,  think 
that  this  was  a  proper  queftion  to  be  put  to  him.  The  hon. 
Centleman  imagined  that  this  was  an  unprecedented  m^otion^ 
he  could  only  anfwer  that,  by  dying*  that  whenever  a  mo- 
tion was  made,  he  was  hound  to  put  a  queftion  upon  it»  and  , 
whether  the  motion  was  one  that  ought  to  be  adopted  or  re- 
je£led,  was  a  thing  for  the  Houfe  todecide.  It  Cfurtainiy  was 
not  ufoal — he  was  aware  of  only  once  in  his  experience-*- 
oieeting  at  this  houf .  He  had  fatd  already,  he  had  fouiui  no 
cafe  that  governed  this ;  he  knew  of  no  inftance  of  9^  de- 
lay between  the  intiination  of  his  Maj,efiy's  sleaftir^  find  a 
motion  for  adjournment,  and  he  thought  that  (ufficieat  to  en^ 
title  him  to  fay,  at  leaft,  that  he  £ould  Bot  be  juftified  in 
fcpommendingji  different  praflice. 

Mr*  Secretsury.DvnJBrXaid,  it  mud  be  obvious  that  the(e 
eb}e^ions  were  calculated  to  make  fome  impreCon  on  others 
unfavourable  to  the  mode  naw  propofed  to  be  adopted ;  foul 
whatever  importance  tJhf  hop.  Meznbers  who  made  thetn  was 
^loafed  to  attach  to  them>  he  co^ld  not  help  faying,  they  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  as  captious  as  any  bd  had  ever  known 
made  in  that  Houfe.  The  adjoiunment  took  place  yeiler- 
day,  becaufe  a  fufficient  number  did  not  attend  to  make  a 
Houfe:  What  was  the  confequencel  The  right  of  the 
King's  meflage  he  fuppofed  was  not  difputed  :  nor.  did  the 
hon.  G«:Qtleman  call  in  queftion  the  right  ot  putting  the 
queftion  when  delivered  to  the  chair.    Wby  tneu,  what  was 

the 
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liie  objf  dion  that'  was  made  ?    It  was,  that  contrary  to  all 
cuftom  and  precedent,' f  he  Speaker  fiiould  delay,  or  the  movef 
fliould  witmraw,  the  confideration  of  the  queftSon  untU. 
CoCBC  future  hour.    Was  there  ^y  reafon  ifor  his  ?  he  took' 
Upoto  him  to  fay,  there  was  none.    The  Houle  knew  there 
was  nor  now  before  it  one  article  of  budnefs.    There  waa 
nothing  in  reality  to  be  done  ;  nothing  wks  put. off;  there- 
fore there  was  no  furprife  upon  any  body.    Thefe  things 
were  well  known.;  and,  therefore,  he  maintained,  thei^  was 
no  inconvenience  in  what  was  how  prbpofed.    JHow  did  the 
hon.  Member  confult  the  convenience  of  the  Houfe?    If 
there  was  to  be  no  bufinefs  at  four  o'clock,  what  was  the 
reafon  why  the  Houfe  (hould  not  do  now  what  they  might  dd 
at  four  o*clock|  namely,  to  adjourn,  becatife  no  buflnefs  waa 
before  them  ?  Suppofe  the  hon.  Gentlenian's  objedion  wai 
to  prevail,  the  probability  would  be,  that  at  four  o'clock  not 
40  Members  wovld  attend,  the  confequence  would  be  that 
the  Speaker  wontd  be  obliged  to  adjourn,  and  (^otnedowii  the 
next  day,  and  fo  from  day  to  day  for  three  months  to  com^ 
he  might  be  obliged  to  attend,  for  as  it  was  well  known 
there  was  no  bufinefs,  it  was  not  likely  that  40  Members 
woald  be  prefent  at  any  one  time  to  enable'  him. to  adjpucn; 
except  from  day  10  day.    He  did  not  like  to  fpeak  harfhly  ^ 
difrefpeAfuIly  of  any  Member,  but  this  objection  had  really 
nothing  iti  the  world  in  it,  except  public  inconvenience. 

Mr.  Tiernejf  faid,  that  as  to  the  word  M  Captious,'*  or  anY 
other  peevifli  word,  he  had  nothing  to  fay,  but  that  lie  was 
too  much  accuftomed  to  epithets  of  this  kind  being  applied 
to  what  he  faid  in  the  Houfe  to  be  afieiSled  by  them ;  but  it 
was  not  fuffident  to  call  it  fo,  it  mud  be  proofed  to  i>e  fo,  b^* 
.  fore  it  could  affeS  him.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman  faid,  he 
was  of  opinion,  that  if  an  adjournment  took  place,  forty 
Members  would  not  aflfembie  at  four  o*ci6<ck ;  ivhy  Members 
of  Parliament  would  not  attend  their  duty,  the  right  hon* 
iSentieman  knew  bed.    But  he  faid  there  was  now  no,bufi<« 
nefs  before  the  Houfe.    Yefierday  thei'e  was  before  xht 
Houfe  whatj  in  former  times,  was  confidered  as  Dufmefs  of 
Very  confiderable  magnitude ;  aCommittee  of  Supply^  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  allow  a  very  young  Member  of 
Parliaoiient  to  tell  a  very  ojd  one,  that  if  tbeHcufe  had  met 
yefterday  the  Order  .of  the  Day  mud  either  have  Iteen  dif* 
charged  or  pof^poned,  and  that  it  might  have  been  made  to 
ilan^for  this  day.    It  was  too  much  for'  him^  as  a  plain 
Vol.  t.,  1799.  V  Mtfllbef 
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Metpber  oF  Parliament,  lb  fay  it  was  dfc-  intention  of .  the 
Chafieelior  of  the  Exthequ€lr  not  to  bring  forward  the  Sup- 
p^y  alftfbugh  the  right  h«n.'Gent)eman  might  know  it,,  for 
fo  he  n^ft,  before  he  faid  there  was  no  bufmefe  hehrt  the 
Houib.  Bift  ihetrme  of  proceeding  was  what  heobjefted 
tb.  Why  not  idjoun!  until  Monday  ;  cnetiay  could  oiaktt 
but  little  difl%rtfnce ;  there  would  be  ho  intuit  offered  tp-  his 
M^edy  on  his'mtflage ;  and  it  wotild  afford  Members  time 
to  come  to  a*  dctermfnafion  whether  the  adjournment  now 
propbCfdy  or  any  adlburnment)  fliould  take  place.  It  was 
laid  that  his  Majefty  might,  by  virtue  of  his  prerogative, 
fhight  proro^e'  Parliament  to  the  time  now  propofetlfi 
lie  xheW  It ;  btit  there  was  a  ttaterial  difference  between 
^or^gation  s^nd  adjournment ;  the  one  was  the  pure  kdi  of 
Royal  prerogative,  the  othfer  was  the  ad  of  the  Hoofe  itfelf. 
fiefides,  he  could  conceive  many  z&s  that  a  Minifler  might 

g'opofe  and  perfuade  the  Houfe  to  agree  to,  but  which  the 
btrfe  knight  n6t  like  to  give  htm  the  difcretion  of,  nor 

^Atght'he  like  the  refponfibility  of,  for^  three  months.  But 
Itow  flood  the  cafe  with  regard  to  fupply ;  the  Miniftdr  bad 
V  110W  under  a  Vote  of  Credit  and  Supply  upwards  of  five  iniU 
*liotts^  the  application  of  which  was  not  fpectfied  by  Parlla- 
toient.  Now,  fpeaking  Parliatnentary  language,  without 
uny  r^rd  to  confidence  in  perfons,  what  fecurity  was  there 
that'this  large  Turn  oC  thoney  wbuld  be  duly  applied  i  Hote 
Kfr.  Tierney  went  over  the  calculations  he  Ind  made  on  a 
former  day,  tofhew  that  upwards  of  five  millinns  wouh}  be 
under  the  difpofal  of  Miniflers  for  three  months,  if  this  ad- 
journment took  place  ;  for  that  Parliiiment  had  really  fnide 
DO  appropriation  of  the  money  ;  and  then  faid,  he  Aierefore 
'  thought  there  fhould  not  be  an,  adjournment  of  above  a  fon^ 

'  ni^t  o>  three  weeks:  It  was  true  that  Miniflers  faid  there 
was  no  more  bufinefs;  that  was  to  fay,  fhey  had  no  more 

*^uiinre(s  ;  but  how  did  they  know  th4t  no  Member  of  ^Pftr- 

*liament  had  any  bufinefs  to  bring -forward  for  thiee  months  i 
for  his  parr,  viewing  public  affairs  as  he  did,  he  thought  that 
public  Parliamentary  bufinefs  ought  not  to  be  confidered  now 

,  as  only  commenting,  inftead  of  conchiding.  Upon  the  fob- 
je6l  ot  forty  members  hot  being  preledt  at  four  o'clo<!k,  hq. 

•.  really  feared  the;e  was  hardly  that  nuntbertiow ;  he  had  not 

"  counted  them,  but  there  was  not  mcnyaboiTe  forty  ht  was 
confident. 

The  Chancellor  bflhe  Exchequer  {z\^  thad  m  the  hon.  Itf  eta- 

.  .  :  •  bcr 
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b^  obj^^M  to  cbe  procccdiog  on  ^gcoqut  qf  tbere  pot  being 
forty  members  jprefi^ntx.  be  muft  beg  that  the  S|fie^ej  might 
count  the  Hou(e. 

.  St  angers  were,  then  excludedi  but  we  underHood  the  fuiv 
tlier  proceeding  was  as  follows : 

Mr-  Tiemey  moved,  that  the  adjournment  fliould  be  fbe 
one  month  only ;  and  on  a  divifion  there  appeared  Noes  tS-r^ 
Ayes  ^ ;  Mr.  Tierney  and  Mr.  Jones,  the  Tellers  for  the 
Ayesy  and  Tellers  for  the  No^s  not  voting.  To  that  tfiere  ap^ 
pc^uwt  to  be  42  Members  in  the  Houf^.  }Ai*  Ticrriey  next 
moved,  thai  the  debate  be  adjourqed  till  four  o'clock.  -  Th^ 
^  diviiion  was  the  fame;  after  which  the  original  piotipn  wa^ 

carried  by  the  like  majority  ;  and  the  Houie  accordingly  ad* 
louxned  till  the  aift  of  January. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

TUESDAY,  JAN.  21. 

The  Hoiife  met  according  to  laft  adjournment, 
i  ^  Lord  GnnviUi  rofe,  and  faid,  he  believed  it  ^^as  not  ftrifily 

I '  fegular  to  give,  notice  of  ^a  meflage  from  his  Majefty,'but  as 

he  faw  noany  of  their  X^rdfhips  prefent,  who  might  wilh  to 
be  apprized  of  the  circumfiance,  he  took  that  opportunity 
of  informing  the  Houfe,  that  he  (hould  next  ds^y  have  Hie 
honour  to  bring  down  a  meflage  from  his  Majefty,  and, lay 
upon  the  table  certain  official  papers,  dating  the  overtures 
that  had  been  made  by  the^nemy.  He  meant  to  move/A«t 
the  faid  meflage  and  papers  be  taken  into  coi^^flderation  od 
feme  future  day,  perhaps  Monday  next.  * 

The  Doke  of  N^rfilk  faid,  it  bad  beeji^js  intention  to  have 
aiovedan  humble  addrefs  to  his  Majeftyjidefiring  his  Ma- 
jefty  to  give  orders  that  there  be  laid  l^fore  the  Hon(e, 
eopiee  aiS  tranfllations  of  the  letter-  from  S^ionaparte,  the 
Chief  Confal  of  the  French  Republic,  to  his  Majefty,  io- 
gecher  with  the  anfwer  tranlbutte^  by  his  Majefty^s  Mtnif- 
ceit,  and  alTo  the  letters  of  the  Miniiter.of  Foreign  Affairs 
in  France,  and  the  a»fwer  to  the. fame.  Perhaps  the  papers 
alluded  to  by  the  noble- Secretary  of  State  would  preclude 
the  neceflity  for  any  fuch  motioq. 

Lord  GreHVilb  faid,  that  confident  with  the  forms  of  the 

Houfe,  he  could  not  anticipate  what  the  papers  he  had  al« 

hided  to  w^uid  be,  but  the  noble  Doke  would  do  well  to 

poftpone  his  oootion  till  the  next  day. 

The  Duke  of  iV#i/«tt  obferved,  that  noAiog  that  the  noble 

Y  a  Sccif  taiy 


Secretary  of  State  had  faid,  (hewed  that  there  was  any  itn« 
jpcopricty  in  'making  .the  fort  of  'moiil>n  that  he  had  men* 
riofied. 

Ix)rd  Grenvilte  replted,  that  it  appeared  to  htm  as  a  matter 
pi  ciyiluy  due  to  th^  noble  Lords,  who  were  abfent,  a$  weU 
as  fropi  the  refpcft  which  the  Houfc  owed  to  itfelf,  which 
always  induced  it  to  take  a  day  or  two  to  confider  of  all  mat- 
ters of  Importance  intended  to  )>e  fubinitted  to  their  judg* 
^e|it,  fome  previous  noticp  of  fuch  a  motion  ought  in  poiint 
of /egtil^ity  to  be  given.  If  the  noble  Duke  periifted  iq 
ills  intention  of  making  his  motion  then,  he  mud  be  under 
the  necefnty  of  giving  it  his  negative. 

1*he  Duke  of  Ne^oli  rofe  again,  and  defired  their  Lord- 
Ihips  to  underftand,  that  if  the  papers  he  had  mentioned  were 
not  laid  before  the  Houfe  the  next  day,  he  (hould  then  makq 
his  motion. — Adjourned.  • 

flOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TUESDAY,  JAN.    21. 

The,  Speaker  informed  the  Houi^  he  had  communicated 
,the  vote  of  its  thanks  to  his  Royal  tiighnefs  the  Duke  of 
York,  and  to  be  communicated  by  his  Royal  Highnefs  t^ 
Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie  ;  apd  alfo  thanks  to  be  commuoi* 
cated  \)y  Lord  Duncao  to  Sir  Andrew  Mitchell:  towhicli 
communicaciops  aufwers  were  returned,  which  the  Speaker 
then  ^ea^  as  follows  : 

Head  Sorters  J  Schagen  Brug>  0£l.  10,  1799. 
SIB, 

In  e^nf equine e  6f  y^ur  letter  of  the  2Sth  wh.  I  have  ecm^ 

muntcated  the  thanks  of  the  honourable  Houfe  of  Commons,  tc 

[Lieutenant  Genera/  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby,  the  generals,  and 

other  officers^  under  his  eommand,  together  with  their  apfrohc^ 

tion  and  achmvlejrment  for  the  Jervices  of  the  treofs  em^ 

ployed  at  the  attack  of  the  HeldeV,  on  the  21th  of  Augid^, 

J  799,  which  thanks  nave  been  received  by  Sir  Ralph  Aber- ' 

cromby,  the  generals,  other  offiters^  and*  trdops,  as.  ^ne  of  the 

^tnofi  honourable  teftimonies  and  bcfl  reuutrds  of  their  exeriion 

'     in  thefervite  of  their  country. 

I  big  to  exprefsy  tftat  having  been  employed  to  communicate 

the  rejolutions  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  upon  this  oecafum^  I 

fkall  ever  confider  as  one  of  the  moji  pleajing  circumfiances  $f 

-.    my  military  life.     I  am.  Sir,  Foun', 

•   '  i    .  FJi^DERICf.  ' 

T-he^B^ht  Honourable  the  Speaker 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^ 


•       •   ■         -  •     ■  '         \  •  •      • 

« 

Kent,  Yarmouth  Reads,  Dec.  30,  ilM^ 
SIB, 

I  have  the  honour  to  tni^loji  Vicf,  ^^/wzm/  Mitcheirs  ak^ 
ln$wUdgment  of  the  thanks  'uotfd  by  the  jfiaufe  ^f  Commons 
to  the  naval  department  in  the  late  expedition  to  Hoilaiid ;  anJt 
Jkould  have  done  Jo  fooner^^  had  not  the  original  mifcarried, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be<,  Sir^ 

Four  mojf  obedient  J  humble  f^rvant^ 
The  Bight  Honourable  DUNCAN.^ 

Hcory  A(kUngton»  k^c* 

His  Majejiy^s  Ship  Mis,  in.  the 
Vlicter  Channel,  0£t.  i5,  1799. 

My  Lord^ 

I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Lardfliip^s  letter  of  the  30ri 
September  lajt^  accompanied  with  the  copy , of  one  to  you  from; 
the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  CotkmonSy  and  the  unanimous  vote 
of  thanks  of  that  Houfe  to  me  and  to  the  captains^  officers^ 
jeamen^  and  marines^  employed^  under  my  command^  in  the  ^4r- 
pedition  againjl  Holland. 

When  the  important  plan  of  ref cuing  from  the  hanjls  of  an 

ufurping  power  a  fleet  that  Jhould  have^a^ed  as  the  friend  ef 

i^reat  Britain  zc^i  committed  to  mcf  I  d^crn^ined  that  noexer^ 

tions  fio^ld  1)4  vu  anting  on  my  part  tofecurefo  defrabU  jan  ob'^ 

je/l  J  and  you  Lordjhtfs  continuing   and  ^JJiJling  me  in,  the 

trufl  with  which  J  was  vejled^  did  not  lefjen  thofe  exertions, 

'The  weather  ff^on  occajjoncd  obfiaclcs  that  rerfuircd  o^r  utmojt 

fkill  an4  anivity  to  fur  mount ;  and  t/iey  could  n^'t  have  been 

furmounted  but  by  the  mojl  ardent  v^e^V in  ike  captains^  and  in 

the  ^vhole  feet  which  the  Lords  Commijfumers  of  the  Admiralty^ 

end  your  Lordjliip^  did  me  the  honour- to  :pi^t  under  my  orders^ 

iohofit  iond^^  v/a}  more  like  that  of^  brothers  than  rf^men 

ferping  under  command. 

To  two  other  caufes  alfo  do  we  owe  Hur  fuccifs.'  Firft^  the 
nnamniity  that  prevailed  between  the  at^my  and  navy-;  aneL, 
nexty  the  very  Itbenal  equipment  of  $he  armament  by  the  txeae*- 
$ive  branches  of  his  Majejlfs  government.  The  leaji  deficit 
ency  Jn  the  former,  would  have  loji  us  the  favourable  moment 
fif  landing  randy  in  the  latter^,  would  have  rendered  us  un^ 
fqsial  to  perf evert  ogAtn/l  the  florms  we  encountered, 
,  If  any  thing  could  add  value  to  the  unanimous  vote  of 
thank\  of  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  it  would  be  the 
obliging  Mtms  In  which  the  Speaker  has  conveyed  that  vote  to 
your  Lordjhip^  together  ijidih  tftt  very  friendly  rti^mner  in  which 

your 


jour  Lfirdjh'.p  has  tranfmitted  it  to  me.  'J  haixc  taktn  the  ear ^ 
lii^  QpfGrtUhitj^to.cotmnunieatt  it  to  tAr  captains f  oncers,  fta^ 
ifuft,  and  marines^  under  viy  command;  and^  conjcidks  if  our 
fwit  zeal  in  the  cpufc  of  our  King  and  country^  we  have  equal 
fridi  and  JatisJaOiQn  to  Jina  our  fcrvices  approved  and  ac^ 
^tiuwltdgt'd  hy  fo  high  und  fo  honourable  an  authority^ 
I  ftsvi  thr.  honour  to-  be^  my  Lord, 

your  Lord/hip'^,  vioft  ohligcdy  mofl  obedient ^ 

and  faithfuls,  humble  fervantj 
Ttie  R'rght  Ihnourahle  A.  MXTCHELU 

jf^nlral  (aord  Fifcount  Duncan* 

Colonel  Stanley  ^t^tXiXcAd  petition  in  behalf  of  the  debtors 
Cmifined  in  Lancalhire  g9ol»  fiating  the  diftrefles  of  thetr 
fi^uation  ;  fubmitiing  to  tfie  humanity  of  the  Houfe,  whether 
it  might  not  be  jtift  that  the  zSt  of  1797,  with  regard  to 
debtor  and  creditor,  might  be  extended  to  them ;  or  that 
they  might  have  fuch  other  relief  as  to  the  humanity  and 
wf^om  of  the  Houfe  (hbuki  feem  meet. — Ordered  to  be  laid 
pm  the  table. 

Mr.  William  Dttndas  tnav^  for  a  new  writ  for  Dun- 
lermli&e  a^nd  Stirling,  in  the  room  of  William  Tak».£fi|.    • 

SXPEi>ITIOM   TO    HOLLAND. 

Ml"-  Sheridan  rofe  to  give  notice  it  was  his  intention.to  ii>- 
troduce  a  motion  refpc£ting  the  late  expedition  to  Holland. 
A  call  of  the  Houfe,  he  ihoiiUl  think,  would  be  proper  pire- 
.¥toiis  to  the  difcuflion  of  that  fubjed,  ^ut  that  he  did  not  ih-» 
lend  to  move ;  perhaps  it  might  occur  to  feme  other  member 
to  do  foy  and  if  it  did  it  fhould  have  his  concurrence.  The 
motion  he  intended  to  make  be  ihould  make  on  Monday,  th^ 
yi  of  February. 

CALX.   OF   THE   HOUSE. 

Mr.  Tierufy  wiAed 'to  know  whether  the  Chancellor  of^ 
the  Exchequer  had  any  ob}e£)ion  to  a  call  of  th^  Houfe  be^ 
lore  the  difcuffion  of  Jthis  important  bufinefs } 

OVERTVKE  OF  THE  FRENCH  GOVERNMENT. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid  that  he  could,  perfon* 
ally  fiave  no  objeflion  whatever  to  a  call  of  the  Houfe.  All 
the  mem\»ers  who  could  be  prefent  without  great  inconve- 
nieoccy  he  conceivedy  would  attend  the  difcuiSon  of  thalfil 
.^iieAion.i.  they,  would  be  naturally  led  by  its  importance  to 
.attend,  tlowever,  ujpon  the  fubjed  of  a  call  o'^the  Houfen 
there  migh^  be  many  members  who  hafi  great  objeAions  tq^ 
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U%  ihongh  hcluid  nooe^  «Ji  fit  as  fcg^tdU  ki^Mt  Uote 
that  impre&on^  the  regular  way  would  be  to  give  ^tica 
that  a.  call  of  the  Houfe  was  iotended  to  be  aoired  for.  He 
\Lzi  no  anxiety  upon  it,  either  one  way  or  other ;  he  onlf 
fubmatted  what  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  fair  coorfe.  H« 
h:V(t  another  fubjeft  to  give  notice  of»  and  further  tba« 
notice  It  was  not  regolir  to  go  at  prefeAt ;  but  it  was  a  fbb« 
jeS  likely  to  occupy  the  ferious  attention  of  4he  Uoufe,  flc 
meant  that  to-mprrow  he  (hoiild  have  the  honour  of  a  ooca* 
municatioa  from  his  Majefty  to  that  Houfe,  with  legaid  to 
the  overtures  of  the  enemy.  He  fliould  alfoNpropofe  ck# 
taking  that  mefTage  into  condderacion  on  Monday  next.    . 

Mr*  Tiemey  thought  this  too  {hort  a  notice  for  the  diicuC- 
€on  of  fuch  a  fubje^,  which  he  conceived  fiioukl  not  ptvcyNlf 
a  call.  Indeed,  he  lamented  to  fee  the  Houfe  fo  thinly  ^u 
tended  upon  deHberatioas  of  the  greateft  moment.  So  OHich 
was  this  the  cafe»  that  he,  who  was  hardly  ab£eiU  itpw  anf 
xxAc  divifion,  had  feeti  ^ueftions  <>f  the  greateft  naagoitude  de- 
cided by,  what  with'  bath  fides  counted,  would  not  amoiHtf 
to  half  the  number  of  the  aiembers  of  thai  Hdole.  Hp 
fliould  laove  for  a  call  of  the  Houfe  for  Monday,  the  34  ^ 
February.  He  had  no  objedioa  to  giving  that  aotioe,  at 
the  fame  time  be  did  not  umlerftand  it  to  be  a  thiag  lo  be  ift- 
fifted  lyon  that  notice  Uiould  he  given  of  a  motion  for  a  call  ; 
he  underftood  the  current  of  the  pra£iiceof  members  on  that 
fubieift  wsis  to  motre  without  notice.  Therefore,  if  the 
ttgnt  hon.  Gentleman  had  no  objeSion,  he  (hould  tMvc'far 
a  call  of  the  Houfe  on  the  3d  of  February. 

The  Chancslhr  iftie  Kxcfn^uer  faid  that  he,  individoalljrf 
^ad  no  objeAion,  but  conceiving  that  many  other  memberi 
who  could  not  be  present  on  the  3d  of  J'ebruary  would  have 
great  objeSions  to  a  call  fo  much  on  the  fudden,  he  (bould 
certainly  oppofe  that  motion.  ^ 

Mr.  Tiirnty  then  faid  be  Ifaould  move  it  the  next  day. 

Mr.  L^ng  brought  up  an  account  ordered  to  be  laid  before 
the  Houfe,  of  the  net  incotne  of  the  poflL  office  for  the  years 
1797,  1798,  1799*  as  far  as  It  could  be  made  up,~**OrdeR;d 
to  be  laillon  the  taUe.  y       . 

Mr.  Abbot  faid,  he  was  about  to  move  thi^  year  £nrthe.  fame 
fort  of  accounts  that  he  moved  for  laft  year^  relative  to  re* 
venue  and  trade. 
#,2      He  then  proceeded  to  move  for  various  documents  on  pub* 
lie  account^.  .  ' 

.  The  CtaaaHar  <f  thi  Exdfquer  faMi  th)|t  th^fe  ac^tpuibts 
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ICS  tN>6DFALL'S  ^AkLlArAI^KTART  REPORTS.      [Cotntoiitf, 

%ere  k  very  complicated  and  iiiibotcj  that  they  coidd  nok 
l^offibly  be  prcxiuced  without  a  gre^i  deal  of  time. 

Mr.  Jitot  faid»  he  wifhed  to  quicken  the  officers  as  much* 
aspbflible;  he  did  not  exped  thefe  accounts  immediatelyi 
but  he  thought  they  might  be  produced  ia  the  courfe  of  this 
leflion  at  lead. 

The  motions  were  then  all  put  and  carried. 

Mr;  Tumey  moved  for  a  great  number  of  docuntents  upoit 
Ae  Yubjeft  of  finance — Tuch  a^  r 

'  An  account,  (hewing  how  the  money  raifed  by  virtue  of 
teaftof  parliament  for  exchequer  bills  for  the  year  x8oo^ 
has  been  difpofed  of  and  applied. 

An  account,  (hewing  how  the  money  voted  for  the  fervice 
<yr  the  year  179Q  has  been  difpofed  of ;  dtftinguUhing  it  under  ' 
certain  heads,  &c. 

An  account  of  debts  out(tanding  on  exchequer  billsi  on  the 
5th  of  January,  ]  800^  &c.  &c. 

An  account  of  the  produce  of  the  income  tax  for  the  year 
ending  on  the  5th  of  April, '180O9  as  far  as  it  can  be  made 
up,  di{lingui(hing  the  amount  a(Ie(red  by  the  commercial 
commiiConers. 

An  account,  (hewing  how  the  money  caifed  by  virtue  of 
an  aA  of  the  laft  feflion  of  parliament  for  raifing  three  mil-' 
lions,  for  the  ufes  therein  mentioned^  has  been  difpofed  of 
and  applied. 

An  account  of  the  total  amount  produced  by  the  ad  of  the 
'38th  of  the  prefent  reign  for  granting  an  aid  for  the  profecu* 
tion  of  the  war. 

An  account  of  the  total  amount  produced  by  the  aQ  for 
granting  duties  on  importation  and  exportation,  and  the  ton- 
nage of  (hips,  &c.  for  the  year  1800. 

An  account  of  ihe  dtftribiition  of  two  millions  and  a  half^ 
granted  for  the  extraordtnaries  of  the  army  for  X799»  paid  by 
the  pay-nAafter-generai,  together  with  the  cxtraordinaries  of  , 
the  armyf  &c. 

An  account,  (hewing  how  the  mone^  raifed  by  virtue  of 
*  the  malt  duty^itl)  &c.  has  been  difpoled  of  arid  applied.-*- 
Which  were  all  ordered  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe. 

He  then  moved  for  an  account  of  the  advances  to  govern*^ 
ment  by  the  bank,  on  the  land  and  malt  duties  \  and  alfo  bn 
exchequer  bills,  and  other  fecurities,  &c.  dp  to  the  firft  of 
January,  1800;  and  of  exchequer  bills  now  in  tlw  bands  of 
the  bank,  &c. 

The  Chincittir  </ iht  Exchequer  fitid^  that  to  the  firfi  part 
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of  this  motion  he1iad.no  objedion,  but' to  the  lattenpsrt  her 
hail^'  ihe  Hou(cfof  Commons  fl^ould  not  eaqui<:e  iotp  ifhat 
-way  the  bank  of  England  laid  out  its  moiieyy  any  more  Xh^o^ 
they.ihould  eiKjuire  idto  the  ^airs  of  any  private  noan.  Th|^ 
lattf  r  part  of  ttiis  motion  was  for  au  enquiry  ii^to  th^  ej^« 
chequer  bills'  in  the  hands  of  the  bank,  which  y^asa  private 
concern,  and  as  fuch  he  obje£led  to  it.  This  was  an  en-*' 
quiry  into  the  manner  in  which  they  laid  out  their  pj^iY^^^ 
calk  at  the  bank,  wiih  which  the  Houfe  had  no  more  to  do 
than  they  had  with  the  affairs  ot  an  individual. 

Mr.  Tiermy  faid,  that  his  objed  was  to  learn  how  ipuch  &|j^ 
reality  the  bank  of  England  was  in  advance  to  government. 
Whether  they  advanced  money  by  loan,  or  wjiether  they  a4-. 
vanced  it  on  exchequer  bills,  it  wa^^  the  faine  in  his  view  of 
the  fubje£i,  for  it  (till  was  an  adyance  tp  government|  ^W 
though  exchequer  bills  were  held  for  it  as  a  fecurity  for  thaf 
motfiey.  It  w^s^tio  enquiry  into  the  manageipe^nt  of  the  pr\« 
vate  affairs  of  the  bank  ;  the  objedi  w^  fiixiply  to.learn  how 
cnucfl,  in  poin^of  fac^,  the  bank  w^  iu  advance  to  govern^ 
ipent*  and  it  was  impoflibleto  aCcertain  that  fa6i  without 
knowing  what  eKchequer  t>iUs  the  bajik  held  at  this  ti(Tie« 
Hq  did  i\ot  move  this  from  any  malicious  n>otive,  ^.ut  merely 
as  a  neceflfary  piece  of  infyirn^tio^  ijpon  the  Qa^e  of  gubli9 
f^Mii^e  \  neither  was  ttie  motion  witl^out  a  precedent.  But 
if  the  Chi|ncelIor  of  the  Ex^h^quer  perfifted  in  oppofing  it,, 
he  fiiould  not  prefs  it,  be^aufe  by  prefling  jt  he  had  no  hope 
of  fuccefs.  Me  would^  however,  jepej^t  that  his  obje£l  was 
to.  know  the  advance  pf  th^.  biai^^  \o  governments. which  hQ. 
could  not  do  without  this  information  upon  Exchequer  bills/ 

The  Chancelhr  </  t^^  £x^b^uer  fai4»  I  9m  doing  vny 
duty,  as  a  member  of  parliament,  when  I  oppofe  a  meafure 
which  appears  to  me  to  he  ah  impropor  one.  I  aflign  reafons 
why  I  xhtfik  the  mp^ioa  impraper  \  it  is  competent  to  me 
tp  do  (a»-    If  the  hon.  Gentleman  thit)(^s,  as  he  fays  t\e  dpes, 

tpa^x  the  fx^oiioa  is  fuch  ^s  xhf  HwS^  OMgt^t  t<>  ?clQptf  ^^U  not 
only  competent  to  him,  but  I  conceive  it  to  be  hjs  du(y  to. 
caU  fof  the  fcofe  pf  the  Houfet  He  isak^  his  mpition,  apd 
affigos  reafons  Ia  fuppoft  of  it.  I  oppofe  himt  ^n^?ii%n 
fuch  reafons  as  occur  tp  me  agajinft  bis  motion,  and  thq^ 
Jioufe  (bouki  decide  between  us.  But  what  he  dates  as.  a 
prtcedeat  is  not  applicable  to  the  cafe  hefqre  u$ :  tbe<(^|ie,hp 
alludes  to  wad  tii^t  of  an  enquiry  ioftituted  by .  thi^.HpMfe 
into  the  6)lvency  of.  thd.bai|k>  Jf  was  ni^t^rsLl  th^n  U)  P4U 
for  an  account  of  itf  debts  and  of  i\^  cjr^ditSi  for  we  were 
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then  to  report  upon  its  folvency,  and  the  refult  was,  as  might 
have  been  expeSed,  highly  to  the  credit  and  the  opulence  of 
the  bank.  But,  in  the  prefent  inflance,  I  contend,  that  what 
IS  now  afked  with  regard  to  the  bank  might  as  well  be  afked 
of  any  banker;*  therefore,  upon  that  ground,  I  feel  myfelf 
called  upon  to  oppofe  that  part  of  the  motion,  and  (hall  now 
move  an  amendment  to  leave  out  that  part  of  it,  which  he 
moved  accordingly. 

•  Mr.  Tiemey  faid,  he  did  not  agree  exadly  with  theChaR** 
cellor  of  the  ^xche<}uer  as  to  the  application  of  the  precedent 
upon  the  folvency  of  the  bank.  This  reminded  him  that^ 
at  the  time  alluded  to,  the  bank  .complained  of  the  pref*- 
fure  which  came  upon  it  by  the  drainage  of  their  ca(h  by^ 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  However,  faid  Mr. 
Ticrney,  I  will  not  prefs  my  motion,  not  becaufe  I  do  not 
think  it  a  proper  one,  but  becaufe  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
refifts  it ;  for  I  have  been  taught  by  experience,  that  hisf 
reafons  are  much  more  forcible  than  mine  in  this  Houfe. 
Whenever  he  ftates  any  meafure  of  his  own,  or  pppotes  any 
liieafure  of  mine,  he  always  carries  his  point.  Now,  without 
vanity,  at  lead  without  much  of  it,  1  may  fay,  that  by  acci* 
dent  I  may  h^ve  been  right  once  in  my  life ;  but  if  I  refer 
to  the  decifions  of  this  Houfe,  in  which  that  right  hon. 
jGentleman  and  myfelf  were  opponents,  I  have  never  been  in 
the  right.  Therefore  I  fay,  that  becaufe  he  oppoFes  me  I 
give  it  up,  and  not  becaufe  I  think  the  motion  is  improper.*^ 
The  amendment  was  then  put  and  carried ;  and  after* 
wards  the  firft  part  of  the  motion  was  agreed  to.  Adjourned, 

HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 

*  *  *  4 

WEDNESDAY,   JAN.  22. 

Printed  copies  of  the  letter  of  Bonaparte,  Firft  Conful  of 
fhe  French  Republic  to  his  Majefty,  and  the  anfwer  of  Mi* 
pifters,  were  laid  on  the  table  from  the  Secretary  of  State's 
Office. 

Lord  GrenviUe  prefented  a  meflage  from  his  Majefty. 

This  meflage  was  read  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  after- 
wards by  the  Reading  Clerk  at  the  table,  as  follows : 

«  GEORGE  REX. 
The  fupplics  gninled  in  the  commenccrncfit  of  the  prefent  Scfllon  having 
been  calculated  to  provide  only  for  the  firft  montht  of  the  year,  hii  Ma- 
jtlty  oow  reconamcnds  it  to  the  Houfe  to  make  fuch  funi^er  proviiion  aj ' 
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ciiey  may  jadge  necef&ry,  under  the  prefent  circumftancesi  for  the  ieversil 
branches  of  the  public  ferviccy  and  for  the  vigorous  profecution  of  th^" 
.war :  and  bis  Majefty  has  given  dire^llons  that  the  proper  eftimates  for  this 
purpofe  fliould  be  laid  before  the  Houfe.' 

*  His  Majefty  has  thought  prppefi  on  this  occafion»  to  direfl  that  there 
fliould  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  copies  of  coiximanicltions  recently  re- 
ceived from  the  enemy,  ind  of  the  anfwcrs  which  have  been  Vetiirned 
thereto  by  his  Majcfty*s  command. 

His  Majedy  entertains  the  fulled  confidence}  that  thofe  an  fevers  will  ap- 
pear to  this  Houfe  to  have  been  conformable  to  that  line  of  condu£(  which 
was  required  from  his  Majedy  Qti  this  occafion,  by  his  regani  to  all  the 
fooft  important  intereds  of  his  doininions  ;  and  his  Majefty  having  no  ob» 
jeA  more  at  heart  than  that  of  contHbuting»  as  (bdn  as  the  iituation  of 
affairs  fliall  nhike  it  prafUcable,  to  the  re-eftabliihment  of  the  general  tran- 
quillity of  Europe,  on  a  fure  and  folid  foundation,  and  of  providing  ef« 
feftually  for  the  fecurity  and  permanent  profperity  of  his  faithful  people, 
pUces  a  firm  reliance  on  |he  continued  fupport  of  his  Parliament,  and  onr 
the  zeal  and  perfeverance  of  his  fubje^s,  in  fuch  meafures  as  may  bed  tend 
to  confirm  the  (ignal  advantages  which  have  been  obtained  to  the  common 
caufe  in  the  courfe  of  the  lad  campaign,  and  to  condu£l  the  great  conteft 
hi  which  his  Majedy  Is  engaged  to  a  fafe  and  honourable  condufion. 

.  G.  A.^* 

Lord  Grenville  faid,  he  had  given  notice  the  preceding  day 
of  his  intention  to  bring  down  the  meflage  that  had  been 
jud  read,  and  of  his  defign  to  move  that  the  faid  mefTage-be 
taken  into  confideration  on  Monday  next,  but  as  he  had  un- 
derftood  fince  he  came  into  the  Houfe  that  Tuefday  would 
be  a  more  convenient  day  to  fome  noble  Lords,  he  would 
move  that  the  trieflage  be  taken  into  confideration  on  Tuef- 
day next,  and  that  the  Lords  be  fummoned.     Ordered.  * 

Lord  Grenville  then  faid -he  had  another  Meflage  to  prefent 
frooi  his  Majefly,  which  ws^s  read  as  follows  : 

«« GEORGE  REX, 
**  His  Majedy  thinks  pr^er  to  acquaint  the  Hnule  that  a  body  of 
auxiliary  Kuifian  troops,  employed  with  his  Majedy^s  forces  on  the  expc* 
dition  to  Holland,  having  neccflfarily  been  brought  to  thefe  kingdoms 
at  the  clofe  of  the  campaign,  and  the  feafon  of  the  year,  and  other  cir 
cumflances,  not  having  admitted  of  their  being  fent  back  to  the  domi- 
nions of  the  Binperor  of  Ruflla,  hit  Majefty  has  taken  meafurtSi  agreeably 
to  treaty,  for.  thrir  being  ftationtd  during  the  witiiu  in  his  Majefty  *s  do* 
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^ihidHs  {  and  that  Kit  Majeily  t\ai  accordingly  dire6)ed  proper  accommo- 
datioiu  td  be  fprovidkd  for  tliem  in  the  lAaxida  of  GViernfey  and  Jerfey. 

G.R. 

•  The  tn^fTage  haviitg  been  retd  tivdue  form,  Lotd  Gfenville 
moved  that  it  be  alfo  taken  into  confideration  on  Tuefday. 

An  order  of  his  Majefly  in  council,  ordering  an  exporta- 
lion  of  7»ooo  <}uarters  of  wheat  to  the  ifiands  of  Guernley 
and  Jeriey»  was  laid  upojn  the  table  by  the  Duke  of  Port* 
landj  and  read.    Adjourned  to  Tuefday.    . 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

» 

1   •  WtDNBSDAYi   JAN.   22. 

Mr.  CornwalKs  took  the  oaths  and  his  feat  for  the  borough 
^fEye,  in  Suffolk. 

Mr.  Hujktffhn  tnoved  that  tliece  be  laid  before  the  Houfe 
tccounts  of  the  annual  revenue  arifing  to  the  Eaft  India 
Copnpany  from  the  provbces  of  Bengal,  the  Benares,  &c» 
alfo  of  the  different  charges  of  the  different  prefidencies,  and 

S'  e  whole  of  the  accounts  which  are  ufualiy  laid  before  the 
oufe  preparatory  to  the  introduAion  of  the  India  budget* 
Ordered. 

Mr.  Abbot  moved  for  feveral  accounts,  viz.  of  the  difpofal 
of  the  money  remaining  in  the  Eacheqiier  from  the  5th  of 
January,  179^  to  the  5th  of  January,  1800; 

Of  the  amount  of  the  Exchequer,  Navy^  Tranfport,  &c. 
6iU$»  iffued  during  the  fame  year  ;  and 

Of  the  amount  of  the  Unfimded  Debt  now  outftanding  on 
Mchequer,  &c.  Bills. 

Thofe  different  accounts  were  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

MESSACa    FROM   HIS   IffAJISTY. 

The  Chancellor  of  the '  Exchequer  then  brought  trp  a  nief- 
fagc  from  the  King,  which  was  read  from  the  chair,  and  was 
exadly  fimilar  to  that  delivered  to  the  Houie  of  Lords. 
.  Aft^r  the  Speaker  had  read  the  meflage  to  the  Hdufe, 
.  Tlie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  that  his  Maje(ly*s 
mod  gracious  meflage  be  taken  into  confideration  on  Mon- 
day ne\t. 

Mr.  Tifmey,  after  obferving  that  he  had  given  notice  of  a 
motion  for  a  call  of  the  Houfe,  exprefled  a  wilh  that  the 
ConGderation  of  the  momentous  buflnefs  which  the  right  hon» 
Gentleman  had  piopofed  for  Monday,  might  be  deferred  tilt 

th% 
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the  day  which  he  intended  to  move  that  a  call  fhould  tak^ 
place.  ^ 

/  He  did  not  conceive  that  fo  ftiort  a  delay  could  prove  of 
the  leaft  inconvenience  to  the  progrefs  of  public  bufrnefs. 
If  his  wiih  in  this  point,  which  he  imagined  every  motive 
confpired  to  juftify,  was  agreed  to,  he  would  n«w  forbear 
entering  into  any  arguments  to  (hew  the  neceflity  of  a  fuller 
Attendance. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid  that  it  muft  be  obvious 
to  every  Gentleman,  how  unneceflary  was  the  motion  in- 
tended to  be  made  by  the  hon.  Gentleman,  and  how  dange«<» 
rous  the  confequences  with  which  the  propofed  delay  might 
be  attended.  The  very  face  of  the  tranfaaion  itfelf  (howed 
how  requifite  it  was  to  come  to  as  fpeedy  a  difcuflion  an4 
decifion  on  thcfe  great  points  as  poflible,  and  any  hefitatioii 
Or  uncertainty  about  that  decifion  muft  appear  ftrange  in  thd 
eyes  of  Europe  and  of  the  world.  The  Hoafe  would  there- 
fore feel  that  it  was  not  poflible  to  admit  fo  long  an  interval 
to  intervene  as  that  propofed  by  the  hon.  Gentleman*  Be- 
fides,  the  communication  made  to  his  Majefty  by  the  enemy 
has  been  long  known  to  the  public  at  large,  and  theHourc 
and  the  public  muft  feel  thaf  this  fad  was  the  beft  notice  that 
could  be  given  for  a  full  attendance,  for  it  involved  the  great 
queftion  of  peace  or  war,  and  that  at  a  moment  \vhen  this 
queftion  was  of  greater  intereft  and  importance  than  ever. 
Thofe  who  felt,  as  thev  ought  to  feel,  the  full  importance  of 
fuch  ponderous  intereus,  would  be  fure  to  attend  from  a  due 
fenfe  of  their  duty,  and  not  from  the  necefijty  impofed  upon 
them  by  enforcing  a  call.  The  attendance  of  fuch  men 
iwuld  be  as  full  and  eiFcdual  as  if  no  call  was  moved  for* 
He  muft  therefore  oppofe  the  motion  as  altogether  unnecef- 
fary,  and  obje£t  to  any  further  delay  of  fo  prefBng  a  fubjed 
beyond  the  day  he  had  already  propofed. 

Mr.  Tienuy  profcfled  himfclf  tiot  fatirfed  with  thefc.  ob- 
Xervations,  and  faid,  that  he  would  make  his  intended  motion 
i$  foon  as  the  papers  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  Chaniethr  of  the  Exchequer  then  prefented  the  papers 
containing  the  late  correfpondence  between  the  French  go- 
vernment and  his  Majefty's  miniflers. 

He  then  moved,  that  they  betaken  into  coniideration  oa 
Ae  fame  day  as  his  Majefty's  melfa^e.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Tierney  now  rofo  and  faid,  that  nothing  that  had  falleii 
firorii  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  fufficlemly  cohvincins 
triifc  him  to  diilbade  him  from  the  motion  of  which  he  haa 

gives 
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given  notice.  He  would  ftill  periift  in  it^  without  thinking^ 
It  neceflary  to  anfwer  the  obje£)ions  urged  againft  it  by  the 
fight  hon.  Gentleman.  If  the  arguments  of  that  right  hon« 
Gentleman  were  good,  then  that  Houfe  had  been  ia  erroc 
from  time  immemorial ;  for  calls  of  the  Houfe  were  furelf 
not  unufuai  on  fuch  occafions.  It  was  far  from  his  wifli  or 
intention  to  harafs  members  by  any  motion  of  that  nature  ^ 
and  he  trufted  they  would  not  fufpe^  him  capable  of  enter- 
taining iuch  a  defire.  He  thought,  however^  that  a  full  at- 
tendance (houid  be  enforced  on  thefe  great  occafions,  if  not 
during  the  whole  of  the  fcd-.on  ;  for  he  would  a(k  Gentle* 
men,,  whether  there  ever  came  before  Parliament  bufinefs  of 
more  magnitude  and  importance  than  that  which  was  to  oc- 
cupy their  attention  this  fefTion  ?  When  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
Sheridan)  gave  notice  of  his  motion  for  an  enquiry  into  the 
Caufes  which  produced  the  failure  of  the  late  expedition 
againft  Holland,  he  imagined  that  quedion  of  fufficient  mo- 
ment to  judify  a  call  of  the  Houfe.  To  whom  the  blame  of 
that  fatal  failure  was  to  be  imputed,  he  would  not  now  ftop 
to  examine  ;  but  furely  it  was  an  event  that  fufiiciently  at- 
fe<^ed  the  honour  and  intereft  of  the  country  tojuHify  a  call 
l>f  the  Houfe  for.  the  day  on  which  a  matter  of  fuch  high 
condderation  was  to  be  difcufled.  On  that  day,  however, 
he  might  not  be  difpofed  to  enforce  a  call ;  for  tJiere  were 
other  queAions  behind  that  which  would  require  an  equally 
general  attendance  and  attention.  Among  others,  there  was 
the  queflLon  of  the  union  with  Ireland,  and  the  introdu&ion 
into,  that  Houfe  of,  it  was  fuppofed,  one  hundred  members* 
indeed  a  vaft  variety  of  important  queftions  were  expecle<( 
to  come  under  confideration  during  the  fefiion,  and  he  could 
not  be  fuppofed  to  harrafs  any  individual  by  calling  the  at* 
tention  of  every  member  to  the  difcuflion  of  fuch  momen- 
tous points.  The  generality  of  gentlemen  had  no  great  rea^ 
fon  of  complaint  on  this  point  )  they  fhould  now  feel  fome- 
what  for  the  ftate  to  which  the  count rv  was  reduced  ;  for  it 
was  a  melancholy  fad,  that  during  thefe  three  years  pad  he 
had  never  fecn  one  half  of  the  Houfe  prefent,  even  at  the  dif- 
cuffion  of  the  moft  important  queftions.  He  rauft  therefore 
perfift  in  moving,  that  the  Houfe  be  called  over  on  Wediief- 
day,  the  4th  of  February. 

Mr.  yones  feconded  the  motion.     With  due  fubmiflion  to. 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  oppofcd  it,  .he  could  not  think 
him  jtiflified  in  that  oppofition,  unlefs  he  brought  fprwarcP 
better  arguments  than  thofe  which  he  ufed  againft  a  flmiUr 

motion 
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motion  for  a  call,  which  was  fnoved  for  ia  order  to  give  a  fulp 
dircuflion  to  a  moft  important  bill,  and  which  he  conceive4. 
to  be  the  ground  of  the  difaftrous  expedition  againft  Holland* 
iifthe  failure  of  that  expedition  did  not  reouire  to  be  ex.- 
amincd  into  by  the  colleftive  wifdom  of  the  Britifh  Legifla- 
ture^  he  was  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  what  could.  It  was  far 
from  his  intention  to  give  any  iinnecelTary  trouble  to  Gentle- 
men,  but  he  now  fupported  the  motion  for  a  call  of  the 
Houfe  on  the  fame  grounds  thalt  he  oppofed  the  late  long  ad* 
journment,  and  he  would  continue  to  fupport,  though  he 
were  left  in  a  ininority  of  only  himfelf  and  the  hon.  Mover," 
as  had  been  the  cafe  on  a  former  occafion.  There  were 
many  urgent  and  important  queftions  which  impertoufly 
claimed  the  attention  and  the  coUedive  fenfe  of  that  National 
Affembly  (a  laugh  from  the  T'^cafury  Bench).  Here  Mn 
Jones  confefTed  that  he  did  not  polTefs  that  command  of  words 
for  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer) y  and  perhaps  thofe  around  him  were  diftinguifh- 
ed,  but  he  would  never thelefs  obey  the  deep  fenfe  which  he 
felt  of  his  duty  as  a  member  of  {Parliament,  and  he  would 
perfevere  iri  contending  that  fevera!  important  queftions 
loudly  call  for  the  coljedive  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
cfpecially  the  great  and  alarming  fcarcity  which  now  pre- 
vailed of  the  neceflaries  of  life,  and  whicn  arofe  from  that 
great  evil,  a  monpply  of  corn,  coals  and  hops,  which  the 
wifdom  and  vigilance  of  Parliament  fliould  hailcn  to  correft* 
and  extipgnifh.  The  naiion  loudly  called  for  fomp  forcible 
laws  to  correal  this  evil,  and  the  call  of  the  nation  (hould  be 
Ijdened  to.  For  his  part  he  had  never  witpefled  a  full  Houfe 
but  on  one  occafion,  and  that  was  upon  a  bill  rerpe6ling 
partridges.  On  that  occafion,  indeed,  Gentlemen  were  ob-.- 
ferved  to  attend  in  coveys.  He  hoped  they  would  do  fo  on 
the  prefcnt  occafion. 

T\s<t  Majhr  of  the  -R^Z/j  oppofed  the  motion.  During  the 
time  he  had  the  honour  of  a  feat  in  Parliament,  he  had  never 
{een  any  good  arifc  fropn  a  call.  T^^  attendance  on  fuch 
occafions  was  nbt  greater  than  when  there  was  no  call ;  he 
f^w  no  ufe  in  a  call,  except,. as  it  held  out  a  notice  that  fome 
ifiatter  of  importance  was  to  come  under  difcuffion  ;  if  any 
other  purpofe  was  expefted  from  it,  he  had  never  obferved 
that  it  was  anfwered  by  it.  As  to  the  particular  queftion 
«if  war  or  peace,  that  was  to  be  difculfed  on  Monday  next, 
tind  therefore  a  call  of  the  Houfe,  fuch  as  that  propofed,  was 
^hhecdfary  for  that  difcuflion.  The  expedition  againft 
'*'•'•  Hc>llan4 
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Holland  was  the  other  queftion»  and  he  was  ready  to  con£e& 
i(.to  beiooe^of^the  deeped  and  mod  home-felt  importance  j 
but  its  very  importance  would  bring  together  as  full  an  at* 
tendance  as  may  be  ;  hc^des,  it  had  <been  long  and  generally 
iinderdood,  that  thefe  great  qpeflion^  were  to  come  before 
Parlia^ient  icnmediately    upon  their  meeting;    upon   this 

5|rouiid  did  be  ^grce  to  fo  early  a  day  as  Monday  for  the  con- . 
ideraiion  of  his  Majefty's  communication.      It  appeared 
then,  that  thefe  two  important  queflions  would  be  difpofed 
of  before  the  propofed  call  of  the  Houfe  could  have  any  ef« 
iciX.     As  to  the  Intention  of  keeping  the  terrors  of  it  hang* 
ing  over  the  heads  of  men\bers  from  day  to  day,  he  could  not 
ef[j)edthe  intended  benefit  to  arife  from  it,  for  he  had  never 
ki\9wathe  call  to  be  enforced,  or  to  operate  otherwife  than^ 
a$  la  notice,  and  then  even  it  only  operated  as  a  difadvantage 
to  fonnie  particular  perfons.     Thus  it  was  in  the  call  to  en* 
force  attendance  on  Mr.  Grenville's  Bill,  which,  however, 
was  only  meant  to  enforce  the  attendance  on  Committees, 
to  an  pmiffion  qf  which  was  attached  a  cenfure  of  the  Houfe. 
Unlefs  the  prcfent  motion  was  intended  to  enforce  a  full 
attendance  during  the  whole  feilion,  he  did  not  fee  the  ufe  of 
it ;  but  if  the  two  quedions  afligned  were  the  only  grounds 
Mpon  which  it  was  fupported,  then  Gentlemen  would  fee 
whether  there  was  any  necedity  of  entertaining  it ;  for  his, 
part,  he  could  not  fee  that  it  would  operate  otherwife  than  as. 
a  notice,  and  on  that  ground  he  would  oppofe  it. 

Mr.  lierney  conceived  that  the  learned  Gentleman  mifre- 
prefented  him,  but  no  doubt  unintentionally.  He  had  merely 
laid,  in  anfwer  to  fomethtng  that  had  fallen  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  (the  Chancellor  of*  the  Exchequer)  thiat 
perhaps  he  would  not  enforce  the  call  upon  the  day  ap- 
pointed, but  podpone  it  to  a  future  day,  when  important  bu* 
|inefs  was  to  come  on.  As  to  the  quedion  itfelf,.  it  was  ad*^ 
mitted  (hat  a  call,  on  fome  occadons,  might  be  be^^^iicial ; 
and  if  thei^  were  thpfe  that  did  not  feel  that  the  motion  be 
had  alluded  tq  was  not  of  fufiicieut  importance,  lie  meant 
that  which  was  to  enquire  ihto  the  caufc  why  an  army  of 
50  000  men  was  compelled  to  ranfom  their  return  ;  if  there 
were  any,  he  faid,  who  did  not  'think  fuch  a  quedion  called 
for  the  fulled  poflible  attendance,  from  them  Jt^  could  not 
expedl  any  concurrence  in  his  opinion  ;  l^ut.from  thofe  who 
felt  otherwife^-  and  who  were  alive  to  tlie  honour  of  their 
pountfy^l^e  truded  )ifi  diould  meet  with  proper  fupport. 
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The  ^ucftion  was  thon  put  on  Mr*  Tieraey's  BK^tion^ 
when  the  Huufe  divided. 

Jfts        -        -     3^      I      ^^^'       -        "     ^'S 
On  our  return,  into  the  Gallery 

Mr.  Abht  made  a  motion  that  certain  accounts  belonging 
to  the  departments  of  the  ordnance  and  vidloally  offices,  as 
far  as  ihey  were  conne<5ied  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Com« 
mittee  oi  Finance,  (hould  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  by  the 
Lords  Commiirioners  of  the  Admiralty. 

Mr.  fFaliace  thought  himfelf  bound  to  objed  to  the  mo-* 
tion,  as  it  might  feem  to  caft  fome  imputation  on  the  coq- 
condu<^  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admirahy,  and  more  efpecialiy 
as  there  was  already  an  order  that  the  papers  now  called  for 
ihould  be  laid  betore  the  Houfe  at  the  beginning  of  the 
feffion,  When  all  their  proceedings  were  regularly  to  be  laid 
before  Parliament.  The  prefent  motion  he  therefore  thought 
iuperfluous,  or  as  having  no  tendency  but  to  throw  an  un- 
merited refledion  on  the  Lords  Commillioners  of  the  Ad^- 
sniralty. 

Mr.  JHot  difclaimed  any  fuch  intention,  and  was  ieady^ 
on  the  contrary,  to  beitow  the  higheft  praife  on  the  vigilance 
and  a&ivlty  of  thofe  who,  fo  much  to  the  honour  and  the 
fafety  of  their  country,  now  prefided  over  that  department. 
His  only  objcft  was  the  iotroduAion  of  certain  arrange- 
ments into  the  ordn^ce  and  yi£tualling  offices,  which  fome 
time  (ince  had.been  promifed  (hould  take  place* 

After  a  few  words  in  explanation  between  Mn  Abbot  and 
Mr.  Wallace,  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  CbanceUor  ^thi  Mxchifmr  thei^  moved,  that  the  Houfe 
41  its  igifing  (hould  adiourn  to  Monday  next,  that  Gentlemen 
(hould  have  time  and  leifure  to  examine  the  nature  and  ten* 
^ncy  of  the  important  bufinefs  that  was  on  that  day  to  come 
under  their  confideration.  This  motion  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  Hoiifie  accordingly  adjourned  till  Monday  next. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

MONDAY,   JAN.    27. 

Mr.  NepHoi  brought  up  a  variety  of  accounts  from  the 
Lords  Commi(fioners.of  the  Admiralty,  which  were  cou- 
peAed  v^th  the  report  of  the  committee  of  finance,  and 
which»  on  a  former  day,  had  been  moved  for  by  Mr.  Abbot. 
Ofdered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  (everal  financial  papers  moved  for  by  Mr.  Tiemey, 

Aa  wef« 
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were  brought  up  by  Mr.  Long,  Ordered  to  lie  upon  t|ic 
table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Or  the  motion  of  Mr,  Long,  the  order  of  the  day  was 
then  read  for  taking  his  Majefty's  moft  gracious  Meflage  iota 
confideration.     The  order  being  accordingly  read, 

Mr.  Long  rofe  and  faid,  that  it  was  with  infinite  regret  that 
he  had  to  announce  to  the  Houfe  that  a  fidden  indiTpofition 
of  his  right  hon.  Friend  (the  Chanpellor  of  the  Exchequer) 
had  prevented  his  attendance  this  day,  and  the  difcuflion  of 
the  important  bufinefs  of  which  notice  had  been  given.  He 
bijgged  leave  to  exprcfs,*in  the  name  of  his  right  hon.  Friead, 
the  uneafinefs  which  he  felt  both  for  the  delay  of  this  mo- 
mentous difcuflion,  and  the  inconvenience  which  this  difap- 
jpointment  might  have  occafioned  to  a  great  number  of  gentle- 
men, who  had  made  it  a  point  to  attend  that  day.  The  de- 
lay, however,  he  hoped  would  be  very  (hort,  and  he  would 
now  move,  that  his  Majcfty's  Meflage  be  taken  into  con- 
fideration on  Wednefday  next.  This  motion  was  then  put 
ai)d  agreed  to — and  an  order  was  alfo  made  for  taking  th€ 
papers  relative  to  the. late  communications  from  the  enemy 
into  confideration  on  the  fame  day,  which  was  agreed  to, 
The  Houfe  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

TUESDAY,  JAN.  28. 

Lorfd  Mountfori  took  the  oaths  and  his  feat. 

The  Commiflloners  of  the  Cuftoms  prefented  at  the  bar 
feveral  public  accounts  from  that  department. 

Lord  GrenvUU  having  moved  the  order  pf  the  day. 

The  Clerk  read  at  the  table  the  Meflage  received  on  Wed- 
nefday laft  from  his  Majefty. 

Lord  GrenvUU  rofe.  He  faid,  the  nature  of  the  queflion  on 
'which  he  had  the  honour  of  addrefling  their  Lordf^ips,  ex- 
clufive  of  the  importance  of  the  fubjeA  to  which  their  at- 
tention was  called,  by  the  Meflage  which  they  had  jud  heard 
read,  was  fo  xnanifeft,  that  no  comment^  of  his  could  b^ 
wanting  to  heighten  th^  iotered  of  that  difcuflion  *which 
would  peceflarily  arife  from  it ;  indeed  it  was  fo  xpaterially 
and  int{nr)ately  blended  with  the  former  proceedings  of  thjs 
Houfp,  uniformly  adopted  fmce  the  commencement  of  the 
prcfept  w^r,  that  he  thought  It  right  to  notice  it  in  the  very 
'outfet,  and  to  obferve,  that  all  he  meant  to  call  upon  the 
Hpufe  to  agiee  to,  was  to  conpur  in  an  addrefs  to  his  Ma|- 
';[efty  o^  hls-M^ITage,  oUf  the  fubjei^  pf  the  p|pers  on  the 


Jak.jS.]        WOODFALL'S  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS.  179 

table ;  an  addrefs^  the  purport  of  which  feemed  to  him  to  t)d 
fo  obviouily  the,  natural  and  neceflary  confequence  tf  the  line 
of  condud  which  the  Houfe  had  hitherto,  without  a  fingle 
variation,  purfued  during  the  courfe  of  t1ie  prefent  conteft^ 
and  of  which  fuch  infinite  advantages  had  hitherto  refulted 
to  the  country,  thaf  he  could  not  bring  himfelf  to  believe  that 
any  noble  Lord  v^uld  zA  fo  inconfiflently  as  to  i'efufe  his 
aflent  to  the  addrefs  he  (hould  have  the  honour  to  propofe. 
So  much  was  known  already  to  the  Houfe  concerning  the 
prefent  (late  of  this  country  and  of  Europe,  fuch  had  been 
the  declarations,  from  time  to  time*  of  thofe  of  their  Lord* 
(hips  who,  with  him,  faw  the  neceflity  andjudice  of  tHe 
war  in  which  we  were  engaged,  that  f  for  him  ao  detain 
their  Lordfliips  that  evening  to  any  great  length,  by  dating 
arguments  to  fupport  the  motion  he  (hould  have  the  ho* 
DOur  to  propofe,  would  be  to  arraign  the  juRice  of  thofe  de- 
clarations, and  to  appear  to  doubt  the  pqlicy  of  thofe  deter- 
minations which  refulted  from  them.  Their  Lord(hips  had, 
in  their  repeated  addrefTes,  laid  at  the  foot  of  the  throne  the 
demondrations  of  their  perfed  a^quiefcence  in  the  propriety- 
of  thofe  meafures  which  the  fervants  of  the  crown  thought 
it  mod  confident  with  their  duty,  and  with  the  real  intereds 
of  the  country,  to  recommend  and  adopt.  Unfortunately 
the  fame  neceflity  dill  exided  for  perfevering  in  the  conteft. 
Nothing  in  the  date  and  podure  of  the  affairs  of  Europe  ad- 
mitted of  a  rational  hope,  that  for  this  country,  that  for  Eu- 
rope, there  was  any  fecurity  but  in  a  continuation  of  the 
war.  In  faying  this,  in  calling  on  their  Lordfhips  to  concur 
with  him  in  opinion,  he  would  be  underdood  to  make  the 
appeal  to  thofe  of  them  only  wlio  always  concurred  with  him» 
for  to  thofe  who  never  did  admit  the  neceflity  and  the  judice 
of  the  war,  to  thofe  who  never  had  approved  of  the  conduffc 
and  concurred  in  the  fentiments  of  his  Majedy's  Miniders, 
who,  after  the  experience  of .  fevcn  years  war,  concur/ed  not 
indeed  merely  with  the  ma}«>rity  of  that  Houfe,  but  with  the 
roajority  of  all  .the  thinking  portions  of  the  nation,  who 
would  not  even  concur  with  the  glreated  part  of  mankind, 
he  would  make  no  appeal ;  on  them  he  would  not  that  night 
call  for  co-operation  or  fupport,  becatife  he  utterly  defpaired 
of  efFeduating  their  converfion  .or  convi£lion  by  any  argu- 
ment in  his  power  to  urge  or  to  adduce.  It  was  not  poflible 
to  have  made  the  fludy  of  the  prefent  condition  of  the  world 
the  principal  objed  of  his  whole  political  life,  without  per- 
ceiving tha|  an  hodile  mind  dill  pervaded  the  whole  conduft 

•  Aa2  of 
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.  of  the  enemy.  He  hoped  his  mind  wis  not  (o  framed,  as  to 
be  infenfible  to  the  calamities  of  war,  and  its  dreadful  coh- 
fequenees  ;  fure  he  was  that  he  was  not  fo  ignorant  of  the 
real  intereft  of  any  country^  as  not  to  know  (hat  peace  was 
preferable  to  war.  Peace  was  only  \o  be  wiflied  for  the 
interefts  of  otir  commerce,  the  pleadings  of  humanity  were 
decidedly  in  favour  of  fodeHrable  an  event,  but  there  were^ 
tieverthelefs,  fome  circumftances  equally  important,  which 
called  on  the  Britifh  government  at  this  moment  to  be  ex- 
tremely cautious  of  entering  upon  a  fubjeft  of  fuch  magni<- 
tude  With  the  Derfons  who  were  at  prefent  the  rulers,  or  who 
pofTefled  the  uipreme  power  in  what  they  ftyled  the  French 
Kepublic.  The  firfl  circumftance,  his  Lordfliip  faid,  to 
which  he  would  beg  the  attention  of  the  Houfe^  was,  whe- 
ther the  prefent  rulers  were  in  fuch  a  fituation,  as  could  pro-< 
mife  any  greater  degree  of  fecurity  to  this  country,  with  I'c- 
gard  either  to  obtaining  a  peace,  or  to  keeping  it  when  ob- 
tained. This  he  obferved,  Minifters  had  thought  proper  to 
alk  in  the  note  returned  as  an  anfweir  to  the  nrft  difpatchy 
and  It  was  a  circumftance  Ivhicb  deferved  the  mod  leriou^ 
and  deliberate  conflderation  of  their  Lordlhips,  before  thev 
decided  on  the  queftion  then  to  be  fpbmitted  to  them.  He 
would  divide  it  into  two  points :  firft,  Was  any  good  confe- 
quence  likely  to  be  hoped  for,  as  the  refult  of  entering  into 
negociatipQ  ?  Ai^d,  fecond,  fuppofing  a  negociation  was  to 
take  place»  were  there  any  grounds  to  fuppofe  the  prjefent 
Confular  government  could  give. greater  fpcurity  for  conclud- 
ing a  treaty  I  than  any  former  revolutionary  government^ 
which  had  fo  rapidly  fucceeded  each  other,  could  have  done? 

'From  the  documents  on  their  Lordjhips'  taj>le  the  truth  of 
the  propofition  that  they  were  hoftile  was  oSlious.  It  wag 
obvious,  that  die  fame  profftnefs  to  a^relTton,  the  fame  dif- 
Tq;ard  to  juftice,  ftUI  aftuated  the  cbndu£l  of  the  men  who 
rule  fh  France.     Under  fuch  curumftani^s  there  could  be 

,  no  fecurity  for  £urope  in  peace.  Peace  with  a  narion  whofe 
war  was  made  againfi  all  prdei>  all  religioii,  all  moraKty^ 
would  be  rather  a  ceilattonof  refiftance  to  wrong  than  a  fuf-^ 

,  p^nfion  of  arms  in  the  nature  of  ordinary  waipfarc.  Hence 
Viras.it  incumbent  on  that  Houfe,  and  the  country,  to  pcrfe- 
vere  with  increafed  vigour  in  the  content.    It  was  incumbetit 

'  on  their  Lordfliips  to  renew  that  night  the  pledge  of  their 
fnpport  of  his'MajeCly's  crown,  and  of  all  the  d^arefi  and 
the  befi  jnterefts  of  Englifhmen.  It  was  iiUrnrtibcnt  on 
ihcir  Lordfhips  to  give  to  Europe^  and  the  \vorld,  demon* 

Qration* 
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firations  of  timt  unyielding  and  undaunted  fpirit  which  has 
maintained  Great  Britainy  and  fuccourcd  furrounding  na«. 
tionsy  in  their  great  druggie  againfl  the  arms,  apd  wbrfe 
than  the  arms,  the  infidious  levelling,  principles  of  France. 
No  man  could  read  the  papers  on  the  table,  coupled  with  the- 
reat condud  and  apparent  views  of  that  country^— no  man 
couhl  gravely,  and  with  difcrimination,  reflcA  on  the  profef-^ 
(ions  and  ads  of  the  rulers  of  that  Republic,  without  feeling 
that  no  defence  could  be  efFedual  but  what  was  planned 
with  the  decifion,  and  maintained  with  the  vigour  of  war* 
It  was  in  war,  therefore,  that  ourfelves,  and  the  great  civil 
community  of  Europe,  were  to  find  fecurity.  It  was  in 
war,  too,  as  he  mod  confidently  hoped  and  believed,  that 
France  was  to  find  the  full  mcaPure  of  punithment  for  her 
trimes.  There  then  was  no  courfe' for  the  Houfe  to  take^ 
but  to  fupport  his  Majefty  in  the  profecution  of  thofe  mea- 
fuies  of  juft. defence  which  the  urgency  of  thecrifis  rendered 
inevitable,  and  which  the  nature  of  our  fituation  required. 
In  other  periods  of  the  world,  when  the  difference  betviFeen 
nations  arofe  only  from  cuftomary  difficuhieSj  from  caufes 
not  overgrowing  the  laws  and  the  acknowledged  rights  of  na- 
tions, but  vrere  the  effefl  of  ordinary  events,  the  work  of 
peace  was  always  undertaken  wiih  readinefs,  and  perfevered 
in  with  real  zeal.  In  thefe  times,  when  the  differences  that 
agitate  dates  are  of  no  common  origin,  when  indeed  thej 
are  the  offspring  of  a  mad  and  maddening  fpirit  of  innova- 
tion, the  work  of  peace  is  to  be  entered  on  with  caution,  and 
purfued  with  jealoufy.  Thus  to  negoicate  with  eftablifhed 
governments  was  formerly  not  merely  eafy,  but  under  mod 
drctimftance^  fafe ;  but  to  negociate  with  the  government 
iof  France  now,  would  be  to  incur  all  the  rilks  of  an  uncer- 
tain truce,  without  attaining  one  of  the  benefits  even  of  a 
temporary  peace.  Yet  were  it  not  in  contradiflion  to  alt 
experience  to  believe  that  a  peace  with  that  Republic  is  at- 
tainable and  is  fafe,  fo  much  did  he  lament  the  miferies  of 
war  that  he  would  try  negociation.  Their  Lord(hips  might 
believe'him  when  he  (poke  thcfc  fentiments :  they  might  be- 
lieve that  he  deplored  how  much  nations  were  didurbed» 
were  ravaged  and  opprefled  in  the  progrefs  of  obdinate  and 
bard  contefted  war.  He  deplored  the  fufForings  of  the  na- 
tions of  Europe  ;  he  deplored  the  lofs  of  the  lives  of  thofe 
bhivemen  who  fell  fighting  the  battles  of  their  country  ;  he 
deplored  the  fpreading-mifery  in  dates  the  (ifat  of  war — all 
tbefe  things  and  more  he  deplored ;  but  he  knew  not  how  to 
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avert  {lill  greater  evils,  to  cut  of  the  entail  of  human  mifery, 
than  by  perfevering  in  virtuous  and  energetic  hofliiity  againft 
a  power  which  fought  the  dominioni'  and  with  that  the  de- 
(lru£tion  of  the  world.  Befldes  thofe  moft  important  cond- 
derations,  there  were  other  reafons  which  powerfully  influ* 
enced  him  in  wiftiing  for  peace.  He  was  perfonally  intereft- 
ed»  as  were  thofe  Other  perfons  who  along  with  him  formed 
the  adminiftration  of  the  country.  By  peace,  they  would  be 
relieved  from  much  labour,  toil,  anxiety,and  perfonal  refpon* 
fibility,  while  they  faw  in  that  event  the  pledge  of  tranquiU 
lity  and  profperity  to  their  country.  But  this  mud  be  a 
peace  with  all  the  attributes  of  peace.  It  mud  be  a  peaco 
with  a  government  and  people  formed  and  accuftomed  to  pre- 
ferve  and  maintain  the  relations  of  amity  and  friendfhip. 
The  exifting  government  of  France  appeared  to  him  not  to 
be  of  this  charader ;  and  until  he  could  tell  their  Lordfliips, 
and  the  country,  until  he  could  tell  Europe,  that  he  faw  in 
the  temper  and  condud  of  the  enemy  the  return  of  genuine 
moderation,  and  of  good  principles,  with  all  its  horrors,  and 
great  undoubtedly  they  mud  always  he,  he  would  prefer  war. 
Nor  did  he  doubt  but  thofe  were  the  fentiments  of  the  ma- 
jority of  that  Houfe,  as  when  the  charader  of  the  enemy 
^as  rightly  underdood,  they  could  not  fail  to  be  the  fenti- 
ments of  the  great  body  of  the  people.  He  was  not  there-- 
fore  apprehenfive,  that  the  motion  he  (hould  prefently  fub- 
mit  would  meet  with  material  oppofltion.  In  fubdance,  that 
motion  would  give  to  his  Majedy  a  pledge  of  the  unchanged 
and  unalterable  aiFe£tionpf  that  Houfe,  while  the  continued 
fupport  of  Parliament,  the  aflurances  of  the  zeal  and  una- 
nimity of  his  people,  would  yield  that  animating  fan£tion  to 
perfeverance  and  to  condancy,  which  mud  add  weight  to 
opinion,  and  give  energy  and  tffeSt  to  fuch  meafures  as  may 
be  adopted  to  condu6l  the  great  conted  in  which  his  Majedy ' 
is  engaged,  to  a  fafe  and  honourable  conclufion.  There 
were  two  principles  material  to  the  quedion  dire£lly  refult- 
ing  from  this  darement,  and  which  mud  form  the  bafis  of 
all  difcudion  on  it.  The  fird  was,  that  France  dill  retained 
thofe  fentiments,  and  diewed  that  condancy  to  thofe  views 
which  chara6lerifed  and  marked  the  dawn,  and  continues  to 
march  with  the  progrefs  of  her  revolution.  She  was  inno- 
vating, die  is  dill  fo :  die  was  Jacobin,  (he  is  dill  fo :  die 
was  faithlefs  to  treaty,  die  is  dill  fo:  (he  declared  war  againft 
all  kings,  (he  continues  to  feek  the  dedrudion  of  all  kings. 
But  he  would  date  the  fads,  and  their  Lordlhips  would  judge 

of 


Jan.  zS)         WOODFALfS  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS.  i^i 

of  the  cxaflncfs  jdF his  conclufions.  Before  doing  this,  it 
was  more  in  order  to  ftate  the  fecond  principle  from  whence 
to  reafon^and  he  would  mention  ^t ;  and  that  was,  that  no 
fafe,  honourablei  and  permanent  peace  could  be  made  with 
France  in  her  prefent  ficuation  and  with  her  prefent  rulers. 
What  were  the  fafts  on  which  reded  the  firft  of  thofe  prin- 
c;iples  for  proof  and.  fupport.  The  whole  hiftory  of  a  war 
provoked  by  the  ambition  and  reftlefs  fpiiit  of  France,  and 
continued  to  check  her  devaftating  progrefs,  may  be  read  in- 
ftruftively  for  documents  and  fads.  We  were,  however,  to 
reafon  from  paft  experience  and  from  prefent  appearances. 
We  were  to  reafon  not  only  from  what  we  knew  of  the  de- 
ftrudtve  march  of  the  revolution  over  the  faired  portions  of 
Europe,  through  America,  in  Africa,  and  over  Afia,  but  the 
recent  and  public  declaration  of  the  rulers  in  the  lad  of  their 
ufurpattons,  is  to  form  a  pregnant  fource  of  evidence  of  the 
fame  fpirit  difguifed  under  new  forms,  but  changed  in  form 
.only,  for  ftlll  we  might  mark  their  devotion  to  ih<?  unity  of 
the  end.  In  the  note  of  M.  Talleyrand  we  found  it  afTerted^ 
•*  that  from  the  commencement  of  her  revolution  the  Re- 
public folemnly  proclaimed  her  love  of  peace,  and  herdif^ 
inclination  to  conqucfts,  her  refpe£l  for  the  independence  of 
all  governments."  Thofe'were  the  exaft  w<ff(Js  oi  the  French 
Minider  in  the  note  on  their  Lorddiip's  table,  but  how  doo4 
the  fails.  "  Solemnly  proclaimed  her  love  of  peace,"  and 
yet  this  love  of  peace,  fo  folemnly  proclaimed,  was  mani- 
fefted  in  being  at  war  in  the  courfe  of  eight  years  with  every 
nation  in  Europe  except  two,  Sweden  and  Denmark,  and 
next  to  being  at  war  with  America.  Was  it  in  this  their 
LfOrdfliips  would  (jnd  it  proved  that  France  had  changed  her 
fentiments,  and  adopted  pacific  views  ?  If  love  of  peace 
•were  eagernefs  for  war,  then  might  M.Talleyrand  well  urge 
U  in  favour  of  his  government,  that  the  Republic  folemnly 
proclaimed  her  love  of  peace.  But  not  only  was  the  Re- 
public at  war  with  all  the  nations  of  Europe,  except  the  two 
already  named,  but  is  at  this  moment,  if  not  at  war,  at  lead 
on  terms  of  threatening  hoftility  with  one  of  thofe  two  dates. 
Their  JLordfliips  would  conjefture  that  he  here  alluded  to 
Sweden  and  Denmark,  whofe  ambafladors  recently  quitted 
the  nietropolis  of  the  Republic  with  precipitation,  and  the 
probability  of  their  being  replaced  was  very  doubtful.  On 
"the  other  hand,  if  war  has  not  been  formally  declared  by 
France  againd  thofe  two  northern  powers,  their  fubjefls,  and 
(be  coa^in^rpe  c^rr ie4  on  bv  them^  h^ve  fuffere4  in  aggravated 
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inftances  fcom  the  crvizei^  of  the  Repoblk,  (whofe  depre* 
dations  found  fanAton  from  her  laws],  a  feries  of  injuries, 
of  infultSy  and  injuftice  ;  tolerable  in  war>  becaufe  common 
to  it ;  but  moft  intolerable  in.  peace,  bepauTe  diredly  repug* 
nant  to  the  principles  of  any  jud  peace  or  recognized  neu- 
trality. He  had  already  remarked  that  even  America  could 
not  efcape  that  ravaging  Republic.  Thefa^l  had  indeed 
been,  that  next  to  a  (late  of  adive  and  inveterate  war,  was 
the  (late  of  thofe  two  Republics  for  a  long  time.  Then 
furcly  it  was  not  in  thofe  fa6ls  noble  Lords  were  to  look  for 

i proofs  that  the  principles  and  views  of  the  Republic  were  at 
ength  changed  from  wild  and  anarchic  and  deftnidive  hof- 
tiiity,  to  all  the  cheri(hed  eftabli(hments  of  civilized  commu- 
nity, to  the  habits  of  meeknefs  and  moderated  ambition  and 
tempered  pride  ;  to  a  fyftem,  in  (hort,  of  juftice  and  love  of 
order,  which  were  to  make  peace  dedrable,  becaufe  it  might 
be  obtained  in'the  fpirit  of  peace,  and  with  the  guarantee  of 
juftice  for  the  permanence  of  its  (lipulations,  and  of  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  Europe  and  mankind.  Thefe  vrett 
not  the  only  fa£ls,  however,  he  had  to  (late  as  proofs  of  the 
hodile  mind  and  innovating  views  of  the  government  of 
France.  The  war  was  an  aggredion  on  juflicein  its  ori- 
gin, and  began  itsprogrefs  with  every  demonftration  of  in- 
juftice.  No  (ingle  a£l  of  their  government  is  free  from  the 
dire<%  charge  of  meditated  oppreflion,  or  matured  contempt 
for  the  laws  of  nations  and  the  rights  of  individuals.  Would 
then  any  man  hereafter  (late  it  in  the  face  of  their  Lord(hip8 
and  of  Europe,  that  the  original  charader  of  the  Republic  it 
wholly  changed,  that  fecurity  for  peace  is  to  be  feen  in  their 
more  recent  declarations  and  conduct.  But  how  is  it  with 
that  other  a(rcrtion  in  the  note  of  their  Miniffer.  "  The  Re« 
public  proclaimed  her  difinclination  to  conqueQ."  She  didg, 
and  we  have  accordingly  feen  her  march  her  armies  to  the 
Rhine,  feizing  the  Netherlands,  and  annexing  them,  if  that 
were  poflible,  for  ever  to  the  Republic.  Have  not  we  wit^ 
nefled  her  progrefs  in  Italy  ?  are  not  the  wrongs  of  Switzer^ 
land  recent  and  marked  ?  Do  wc  in  thofe  tranfa£lions  dif* 
cover  that  difmdinaiion  to  conqtieft  which  the  Republic 
^priKilaimedr  But  it  is  not  in  Europe  only  that  France  has 
developed  hdr  plan  of  dominion  and  her  projeds  of  conquell  I 
Even  into  Afia  has  (he  carried  her  arms,  and  feparated  from 
the  Porte  a  vaft  and  valuable  portion  of  his  empire.  It  is 
not  then  in  her  didnclination  to<onque(l,  that  we  are  to- 
find  the  pledge  of  altered  fentimentSj  the  manifedation  of 
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moderated  views  and  principles.   V  The  Republic  proclaim- 
ed her  reiped  for  the  independence  of  all  nations.*'  We  had 
here  a  very  important  enquiry,  in  entering  on  which  it  wa$ 
right  to  obferve,  that  nations  at  war,  and  nations  at  war  too 
to  add  to  their  territory  by  oonqueft,  might   in  many  cafes 
refpe£l  the  independence  of  other  nations.     It  is  not  necef* 
farily  the  condition  on  which  new  provinces  are  conquered^ 
ihat  the  conqueror  ihall  violate  the  independence  of  thofc 
.provinces.     States  may  indeed  change  their  rulers,  but  the  * 
form  and  fpirit  of  the  general  and  eftablilhed  inftitutions  may 
be  refpe£ted  and  preferved.'  Hence  could  the  right  of  France 
to  extend  her  line  of  territory  by  conqued  be  admitted,  ftiU  . 
would  that  be  a  violation  by  her  of  the  taws  and  rights  of  nz*'- 
tions  not  to  refped  the  independence  of  other  (latcs.     But 
with  the  right  of  conqueft  denied  her,  as  how  could  a  govern«> 
menty  itfelft  an  ufurpation,  the  creation  of  a  day,  poffefs  that 
light?  with  this  denied  her,  her  interference  in  the  internal 
government  of  other  nations,  heraggreflions  on  the  rights^ 
and  violation  of  the  independence  of  other  dates,  added  to 
the  criminality,  and  deepened  the  atrocity  of  her  conduft^ 
Did  not  Jacobin  France  attempt  the  overthrow  of  every  go- 
vernment? Did  not  Jacobin  France  arm  governors  againft 
the  governed;  and,  when  her  politics  fuited  it,  did  net  (he 
arm  the  governed  againd  the  governors  ?  What  had  been  her 
condud  in  Switzerland  ?  In  Italy  the  whole  fcheme  of  civil 
fociety  was  changed,  and  the  independence  of  every  go« 
vernment  violated.     The  Netherlands  too,  remain  to  ex*  ' 
hibit  to  mankind  monuments  6f  the  awful  veneration  writh 
which  the  Republic  has  regarded  the  independence  of  otbec 
dates.     Was  it  part  of  the  fydem  formed  to  give  perma* 
ncnce  tg  their  abhorrence  of  all  interference  with  the  internal 
government  of  other  countries,  to  their  refpedl  for  the  inde-* 
pendence  of  all  other  nations,  to  publidi  their  mieiDorable 
decree  of  November,   1792?    That  decree  had  not  flcpt  » 
dead  letter  on  their  datute  book.     No,  it  was  dill  the  afiive 
energetic  principle  of  their  ivhole  condud.     It  was  that 
principle  on  which  they  aded  when  they  dethroned  kinga   ~ 
and  plundered  princes.     It  was  that  principle,   which  dill 
ilrong  and   dill   indefatigable,  every   monarch   in  Europo 
mud  arm  himfelf  to  refid^and    overcome.*    The  whols 
world  was  intercded  in  the  extindion  of  tl)^t  principle  for 
ever. 

Having  thus  dated  the  quedioft  on  ihofe  various  views 
with  much  eloquence  and  force  of  language,  his  Lordfiiip 
claimed  it  as  the  fair  refult  of  the  fads  he  adduced,  that  tl^ 
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aiTcrtions  of  the  Mintilers  of  France  were  contradided  and 
proved  to  be  falfe,  by  a  reference  to  the  mere  events  of  the 
vraf,  and  to  the  hiilory  of  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  the  revo- 
lution. The  aifertions  of  M.  Talleyrand  being  the  declara* 
tion  in  great  part  of  the  altered  fentiments  anA  views  of  the 
rulers  of  France,  their  Lordfliips  would  readily  perceive  in 
the  refutation  of  thofe  aflbrtions  a  proof  alfoof  the  hoUow- 
nefs  of  that  declaration.  «They  would  perceive,  that  far 
from  having  renounced  ail  views  of  aggrandizement,  far 
from  being  willing  to  refpeft  the  independence  of  other  na- 
tions, far  from  being  fmcere  in  her  proclamation  of  a  love 
of  peace,  (lie  is  dill  Jacobin  France,  that  France  that  urged 
Europe  to  a  cruel  and  deftrudive  war,  that  has  accumulated 
province  on  province,  has  overthrown  fiate  after  (late,  has 
outraged  tne  rights  of  humanity,  and  trampled  on  and  de- 
ftroycd  the  laws  and  the  conftitutions  of  other  nations.  The 
application  of  all  this  to  his  firft  principle,  his  Lord(hip  con* 
fidered  inevitable.  The  Houfe  mu(t  have  felt  that  every 
fa£l  in  the  whole  feries,  tended  diredly  to  prove  that  no 
change  has  taken  place  in  the  genuine  fentiments  and  views 
of  the  government  of  France.  How  truly  the  fccond  prin* 
ciple  was  founded  on  juft  conceptions  of  the  views  and  con* 
dud  of  the  Republic  would  appear  prefently.  It  would  ap- 
pear, that  no  fafe,  honourable,  and  permanent  peace  could  be 
tnade  with  France  in  her  prefent  fituation,  and  with  her  pre^ 
fent  rulers.  The  proofs  in  this  cafe  were  numerous.  Every 
power  with  whom  the  Republic  has  treated,  whether  for  ar- 
tnidice  or  for  peace,  cbuld  furnifli  tnelancholy  inftances  of 
the  perfidy  of  France,  and  of  the  ambition,  and  injuftice  and 
cruelty  of  her  rulers.  Did  (lie  agree  to  a  fufpenfion  of  arms, 
It  was  to  be  admitted  into  the  (late  of  the  negociating  Prince, 
that  (he  might  the  more  fuccefsfuHy  undermine  his  throne  by 
corrupting  the  principles  of  his  fubjeds.  She  has  only  wi(hcd 
for  an  armiftice  as  a  truce,  in  the  courfe  of  which  (he  was  to 
plan  the  diforganization  of  feeble  flates,  to  excite  the  people 
to  rebellion,  depofe  the  magidrates,  and  feize  on  the  reve-* 
hues,  and  force,  of  powers  for  whom  (he  vowed  eternal 
friend(hip.  In  no  ftage  of  their  progrefs  have  her  generals 
tiifguifed  that  they  entered  neighbouring  countries  only  to 
defpoil  the  rich  of  their  inheritances,  and  even  poverty  iifelf 
lias  been  dripped  of  her  rags,  of  ihofe  rdics  of  wrctchedncfs 
which  the  dorm  had  not  quite  torn  away,  that  the  Republic 
might  yet  pcrfcvere  in  her  war  of  extermination  to  all  people 
and  to  all  kings.  The  fate  of  Swirzcrlnnd,  of  that  brave, 
honed  and  generous  people,  was  in  the  ^ecollcdion  of  noble 
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Lords.     Switzerland  concluded  a  truce  with  the  Republic,^ 
the  Republic  excited  inrurrefiions  in  Switzerland^  overthrew 
her  inAitutions,  oppreffed  the  people  \yith  contributions,  de- 
graded or  depofed,  or  exiled  her  magiftracy  \  feized  on  her 
firong  places  ;  aHumed  the  command.of  her  armies  ;  and  ta 
give  permanence  to  the  ufurpation/ tmpofed  on  her  a  go-« 
vernment  not  merely  new  in  form,  but'  in  name,  f  Here  was. 
a  (Iriking  illuftraticvi  of  the  good  faith  the  Republic  gbferved: 
towards  powers  with  whom  flie. concluded  arm ifl ices.     If] 
again  anniHice  has  been  followed  by.ncgcxiation  for  peace, 
negociation  for  peace  has  feldom  been  productive  pf  little. 
cl(c  than  protrafted  ruin,  or  has  been  the   prelude  to  mbriE?,,^. 
deflrudive  war.     The  hiftory  of  her  negociations  was  the  ,1 
hidory  of  wickednefs.  was  the  record  of  crime.*    It  was  the* 
teeming  annals  of  hollow,  deep,  inflexible  perfidy,  of  treaties 
made  to  be  violated  without  ihame,  and  of;aHiances  formed 
Jto  be  outraged  without  remorfe.    Through  all  Europe  thefe 
truths  were  acknowledged,  becaufe  through  all  Europe  the. 
ciFeds  had  been  felt,  and  deprecated,  of  the  terrible  wreck  of 
thrones  and  the  overthrow  of  (tatcs,  which  were  the  iflues  of 
French  alliance  and  the  pledges  of  French  faith.   The  Grand 
Duke  of  Tufcany  wa$  among  the  early  fufFerers  by  a  treaty 
of  peace  with  the  Republic.     In  every  thing  that  abufed 
Prince  drove  to  conform  his  condudl  to  the  views  of  France, 
l>ut  the  train  had  beep  laid,  and  at  a  moment  when  the  ho- 
nour of  the  Republic  was  pledged  fox  the  fecurity  of  his  ftate, 
fcc  faw  the  tronps  of  his  ally  enter. his. capital,   the  governor. 
of  that  city  (Florence)  imprifoneci,  his  fubjefls  in  a  ftate  of. 
rebellion,  and  himfelf  a,bout  to  he  exiled  from  his  dominions. 
It  was  to  this  Prince,  however,  that  the  Republic  repeated 
her  aflurances  of  aitachment ;  but  the  Republic  that  fought 
not  conqueft,  that   would  not  interfere  with  the  government 
of  other  rtaies,  depofed  the  Sovereign,  and  gave  a  4emocracy 
to  the  Florentines.     The  king  of  Sardinia  opened  the  gates 
of  his  capital'  to  the  Republican  arms,  and  confiding  in  the 
integrity  of  the    French  government,  expelled   to  find  his 
ppfTeuioris  guaranteedby  the  treaty  which  recognized  his  title 
and  his  rights,  and  which  guaranteed  lo  France  adequate  ad- 
vantage^..    He  was  forced  to  refign   his  continental   domi- 
nions,  while   the  citadel  of  Turin   was  treacheroully  taken 
pofTeflion  offiy;  the  Republicians.    Hiftory  would  record  ihcfc 
events  with  the  aVinutenefs  which  belonged  to  theoi,  and  in 
that  fucceflTion  in  which,   for  the  misfortune  of  all  nations, 
l^cy  opened  ori  i^iankind.    The  change  of  the  papal  govern - 
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thent  was  pan  of  that  fyftem.  It  was  fcbemed  by  Jbfeph 
Bonaparte  in  his  palace,  and  being  bv  ^hat  ambaflador  ex- 
cfited  to  }nfurre£tion,  we  faw  the  revolution  effeded  by  him 
at  the  head  of  the  Roman  mob.  In  the  example  of  Naples 
^as  difpUyed  the  fame  contempt  of  the^Iaws  of  war  and  of 
the  rights  of  peace.  The  king  of  that  date  might  have  hoped 
that  towards  him  rhe  faith  of  treaty  would  be  obferved,  for  ho 
bsddone  nothing  toprdvoke  the  wrath,  or  excite  the  cupidity 
of  the  Republic.  It  was  true,  indeed,  that  a  war  broke  out 
between  that  ^nce  and  the  Roman  Republic  \  but  was 
theie  S  man  Hving  who  doubted  but  that  that  Republic,  in 
jtfelf  neither  inclined  nor  prepared  to  con^mence  a.war,  was 
inftigated  by  France  to  provoke  hoflilities.  The  fubfequent 
events  of  the  war  mod  fully  proved  that  France  was  in  reality 
the  author  of  it.  For  no  fooner  did  the  armies  of  thefe  two 
dates  take  the  field,  than  the  Republicans  joined  the  troops 
of  Rome,  and,  not  fatisfied  witKdefending  the  Capitol,  car- 
ried their  pillaging  and  deflroying  arms  into  the  heart  of 
Naples.  Fortunately  thofe  fovereigns  regained  their  domi-r' 
i)ions,  but  fo  deej^had  the  principles  of  anarchy  and  difloyalty 
been  every  where  fown,  that  not  even  at  this  hour  were  the 
Aates  of  Italy  in  poflefEon  of  half  the  comforts  of  peace;* 
nay,  it  might  be  feared  that  they  experienced  rather  thofe 
hardihips  which  are  the  concomitants  of  war.  Prudia  could 
not  be  fairly  faid  to  have  fudained  no  infra&ion  of  the  rights 
of  peace,  though  Pruflia  might  podibly  be  confidcred  as  hav^ 
ing  peculiarly  diared  the  tender  folicitude  of  the  Republic^ 
to  avoid  war.  It  was  five  years  fince  France  and  the  Cou^t' 
of  Berlin  ceafed  to  be  enemies  in  the  field,  but  thofe  who 
Jcnew  what  was  the  fenfation  produced  at  fhat  court  at  thifi 
time,  could  clearly  fee  an  infradion  of  the  faith  of  treaty,  in 
the  proceedings  of  France  towards  Hamburgh.  In  this  city, 
whofe  independence  Pruflia  guarantees,  the  agents  of  the 
Republic  impofed  and  levied  large  contributions,  and  all  £u9 
rope  mpd  be  convinced  that  Prudia  regarded  fuch  conduft  z^ 
a  violation  of  the  pledged  frienddiip  of  Fjapce.  Hollfind 
pnd  Spain,  her  allies,  or  rather  her  tributaries,  how  had  her 
treaties  with  them  been  obferved  r  The  privateers  an|t!  armed 
vedels  of  the  Republic,  that  fwarip  of  buccaneers  fitted  out 
to  pirate  the  trade  of  the  whole  world,  took  and  carried  into 
the  ports  of  France  the  vedels  of  ^^boftr/riff/dly  powers. 
This  was  not  all ;  for,  in  contempt  of  the  acknowlpdgc4 
law  of  nations,  the  Republic  decreed  the  property  .of  the.fub- 
je4  of  htr  aill<5s,  lawful  j)Vi?ics,  4p4  ^o  fill  th^  ineafure  «f  her 
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injuftice)  even  appointed:  Con fuls  in  the  portB  of  tliofe  tMry 
ftates  to  regulate  the  cmmerct' in  captured  cbmiiiioditjies-4ii> 
the  coniTnoditie^  of  an  allied  repuMfc,  and  an  allied  kiMgdociw 
Reverting  to  tJie  iRtercofurfe  oif  the  repuhHo  whh  tjiis*  Attest 
ef  the  empire^  the  (kfne  want  of  faith  ^as  to  M  difeovcradt 
diioughout.    The  aimiftice  concliidedf  bf  the  Archdute  wfih 
the  general  of  the  republic,  was  fBceeeded  by  the  treiyty'  o^ 
Catnpo-Formio;   and  was  this  treaty  better  obferved  ihaa* 
any  of  thofe  which  went  before  ?  It"generated  the  caiufe^^iC 
war  which  now  rages  for  the  fecond  thne  thrdneh  Kiirope^' 
The  republics  of  Italy  that  might  hope  to  fliid  feme^itiduW' 
gence  fronl  the  republicans  of  Frai^ce^  were  next  tmXiUjgtd^ 
and  overthrown  by  ^he  fame  arts  which  we  faw  fuccef^b 
againft  princes.    After  cpncludtngthe  bufinefe  of  the  armi^ 
tice  whh  the  Emperor,  and  the  fubfequent  preliminartef  «9  a' 
treaty,  France  dircfled  her  arms  againft  Vemco.     Here  they 
proclaimed  that  they  came  as  d*e1iverers,  Who  would  R!leafe» 
tbem  from  the  yoke  of  Auftria,  that,  according  H)Vhe  Frerteh' 
generals,  had  long  infuhed,  betrayed,  and  opprefled  f he  r«-i 
publican  Venetians  ;  but  it  was  a  mere  proclamation,  for  IA' 
no  long  time  was  tbe  republic  raifed  by  themfetvefi,  amiihi^ 
htted,  and  Venice  fold  to  that  very  Emperor  whofe  vatmtod^ 
aggre(Gons  and  extortions  afforded  the  original  pretext' df'ih^ 
invafioh  of  the  French.     Genoa  received  thetn  sls^  fVfends,* 
and  that  the  debt  of  gratitude  might  be  paid  in  the  (lyle  df  thfr* 
new  (chool,  Genoa  was  revoUit ionized,  a  new  g^ve^nhient' 
hurried  up,*  while  under  the  authority  of  a  mock  oon[Kt%Hi6a^ 
we  faw  the  people  plundered  and  the  country  pillaged^     But' 
if  injt:ftice  againft  princes  and  a riftocracies  forms  part  of  thoi 
creed  of  the  modern  rcvolutionift,  wasjufticebetjterobferved 
towards  the  republics  raifed  eipecialiy  under  the  wings  of 
France,  her  own  offspring,  and  afEHated  with  her  ?  Was  it 
in  any  or  in  all  thofe  fads  that  noble  Lords  faw  the  (^c^iity 
to  this  country  from  a  peace  concluded  with  fuch  a  power'f ' 
But  it  would  be  faid  thofe  were  not  the  a^Ts  of  FrarKTe  mot9 
than  they  were  inevitably  the  refult  of  a  ftate  of  war.  *  Th»«^ 
was  eadly  anfwercd  by  a  reference  to  the  report  of  a  principal-. 
ine9iber  of  the  new  government,  who  tells  the  Gemmittee  of 
the  Elders,  that  neither  the  revolutionary  nor  the  cenAitu- 
t^onal  government  was  capable  of  mairitaining  the  relations 
of  friendfhip  and  peace  with  the  powers  of  Europe,  that 
treaties  (as  with  Auftria)  were  only  made  to  be  brolcen,  and 
that  there  were  no  fecority  for  Europe,  or  even  the  republic 
UfcUi .  wWJe  fucb  a  mafs  of  abftudlty,  of  fdly,  and  error, 
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continued  to  form  the  .baffvs  of  the  goyerifment.    So  ihuch  did 
ijhc  actors  io  ibe.  laft  revolution  believe  the  ftatement  of  this 
reporter  (Boulay  (deJa  Meurthe)»  that  they  found  tt\eir  claims 
U>the  apprObaiioA  and  ^fleDt  of  the  people  pf  France,  on  the 
declaration  thfat.ttheir  governrnent  is  founded  on  a  profouiui 
sidw  of  thqife  vices  ai^  defeds,  and  on  principles  which  arC; 
to  flop  the  revQ^lutiQUs  of  the  Repyblican  pr({er.  ^   If  then  the, 
declarations  of  ^he.rvilers.of  France  fo  entirely  fiipport;  all  his« 
Majedy's  MiiHAeiffs  hav^from  tinie  to  fime  ftated  on  the  JTub-. 
jfiA  qf:  WaT>aoil.peit<;e»  )vhat  other  courfe  would  wifdam  bid 
Great  Britain  to;adopt,  but  to  await  the  event  of  things,  to* 
await  Uie  refuhs.of  future  experience,  and  not  fo  enter  on 
HegQciation  at  a  time  when  nq  one  advantage  can  fairly  be^ 
expelled  frcHu  it.  '  To  attempt  to  negociate  would  in  fa^  be, 
to  ionptfachi^l  former  decifions,  to  libel  the  paft  declarations; 
of  tbat'Houre,L:tO  libel  the  good  fenfe  and  fpi^it  of  the  people 
of  EngUndi;    but  above  all,  it  would  betray  the  interefts  of 
OUf  {allies  at  a  moment  when  the  whole  world  hails  with  im- 
patience the  reitewalof  that  vigorous  refinance  to  the  aggref- 
Jions<)f  France,  which  has  already  produced  (iich  fignal  good, 
and;  which,. under  the  bleiling  of  God,  may  yet  lead  to  the  de- 
Uver^oc^e  of  JEurope  from  the  principles  and  (he  arms  of  the 
Qotptnaon  epemy  of  man.     Thus  n[}uch,he  had  detained  their 
XiOrdihJps'  attention  to  a  mere  (latement  of  fads,  and  fo  con-. 
clufiYe'did  ;hofe  fads  appear  tahim,  that  he  would  not  at- 
feinpt. to  diverfify  their  afped  by  arguments.     He  had  ob-, 
f|!r.ved  ^ith  how  much  grave  attention  their  Lordfhips  fol^ 
lowed  him  in  his  (latement ;  and  he  would  now  aflume^  as, 
proved  moft  completely,  the  two  proportions  above  (lated. 
Thexe  had  j'uft  occurred  to  him  a  topic  which,  in  the  order^ 
of  juft  arrangement,  (hould  have  preceeded  much  of  what  he, 
had  t^een  dating.     This  was  the  afTertion  in  the  note  of  M* 
TaUeyrand,  that  this  country  was  the  original  aggreiibr  in^ 
th^.war^     Here  his  Lord(hip  entered  into  the  detail  of  that. 
qi^eftion,  and  urged  with  great  ability  the  arguments  of  Mi-; 
luftefs  to  prove  that  France  was  the  aggreflTor.   He  difclaimedL 
ail  alliance  and  connexion  with  any  power  or  powers  what- ^ 
ever  for  the  purpofe  of  overthrowing   the  government  of, 
France,  efpecially  the  pretended  treaties  of  Pavia  and  F\U* 
nitz  )  arni  obferved,  that  fo  far  was  the  Emperor  from  me-* 
ditating  fuch  interference,  tbat  he  exprefsly  notified  to  all  ^ 
the  courts  of  Europe,  that  he  con  fide  red  the  acceptance  of  ihp  ^ 
new  .French  conditution  by  the  king  as  the  proper  ad  of  the  . 
Uing.  '  The  eifed  of  this  declaration  was  however  but  too  . 
;  loon 
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foon  felt  by  his  Imperial  Majefty.     For  10*1792;  when  thfc 
French  invaded  Ms  dominions,  fo  unprepared 'was  he,  that 
the  Netherlands  fpeedily'fell  into  the  hands  of  the  repubKcl. 
England  not  only  did  not  mean  to  interfere  with  the  internal 
affairs  of  France,  but  aflually  auihorifcd  her  Miniftcrs  od 
the  cominerit  to  become  the  mediators  between  the  powers  aft 
Var.'   Even  M.  Chauvelin  himfelf,  and  M.  Talleyrand,  ad- 
mitted this.     In  fad,  the  latter  in  his  declaration  as  an  atn- 
bafTador  contradided  his  declaration  as  a'  minifter.     Hefe 
his  Lordftiip   took  a  general  view  of  the  correfpondence  of 
that  period,  and  infided  that  in  all  refpeds  its  proved  the  ag*^ 
grellion  to  have  originated  with  France.     He  next  toot  a 
rapid  view  of  the  limited  queftion  of  the  praflicability  of 
i>egociation  at  this  time,  and  maintained  that  the  reception 
of  our  arhbaffador  at  Paris  and  at  Lifle,  the  final  refult  of  the 
negociations  there  attempted,  the  preftnt  temper  and  cbrtduft 
of  the  government  of  France,  were  in  all  refpedls  fuch  as  to 
warrant  no  man  in  confidering  negociation  praflicable..  But 
were  negociation  even  pradticable,  were  we  quite  fure  that  it 
w^ould  not  be  converted  againfl:  us  as  ^n  engine  of  dertruflron  i 
Had  not  the  fame  thing  happened  to  other  nations,  and  did 
•we  all  at  once  forget  the  fworn  hatred. of  the  Jacobins  againft 
England  ?  Here  his  Lordfhip  commented  with  much  fuccefs 
on  the  note  of  the  French  Minifter;  and  with  refpcd  to  the 
aflertion  in  it  that  the  powers  of  Eurdpe  had  originally  pro- 
voked the  republic,  by  refufing  to  rccogni^fe  her,  **  to  the 
exertion  of  her  own  ftrength  and  of  the  courage  of  her  citi- 
xens,"  his  Lonllhip  obferved,  that  more  was  meant  in  the 
original  than  could  be  exprefled  in  any  tranflation  with  ap- 
propriate fpirit  and  face.     It  was  an  artful  inflnuation  thai 
the  republic  was  dragged  into  the  War,  but  the  fpirit  of  the 
original  wa?,  that  fhc  carried  herartns  into  neutral  ftates,  to 
make  her  claims  valid  againft  nations  at  war.      In  other 
words,  if  a  neutral  ftate  would  not  commit  aggrellions  on 
ftates  at  war  with  the  republic,  or  fupply  the  wants  of  her 
foldiers,  (he  was  to  refort  to  the  exertion  of  her  ftrength,  and 
the  courage  "oi  her  citizens,  to  fubjugatc  and  plunder  them- 
It  was  in  this  fpirit  they  invaded  and  fcizcd  on  Egypt ;  and* 
in  the   fame  fpirit  might  England  expcA  to  be  invaded,  if; 
nnlike  the  oiher  powers  of  Europe  which,  unfortunately  for 
them,   furround   the  republic,  we  were  not  furrounded  by  a 
channel  that,  under  God,   will  ever  be  impaffabie.     The 
words   in  the  note  which  appeared  to  him  lb  infidious  and 
ominous  were,  EOe  u  porti  furiout  fes  armes  defenfifs.  "  His 
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Xordfhip  having  expatiated  on  thofe  different  topics  with 

Sreat  ability^  and  enforced  his  argunoents  with  uncommon 
.  earnefs  and  energy,  proceeded  to  an  inveifligacion  of  the 
ilegree  of  credit  to  which  the  perfonal  chara£ter  of  Bonaparte 
could  be  confidered  as  juftly  entitled.  Let  us  now,  my 
Xordsy  examine  the  proofs,  the  recorded  evidences  of  whic{^ 
ve  are  in  pofleflion,  and  which  can  enable  us  to  form  a  cor-* 
re&  opinion  of  the  jperfonat  good  faith  of  the  Firft  Conful! 
We-ftiall  not  be  deiiitute  of  fufficient  grounds  to  judge  what 
degree  of  reliance  is  to  be  placed  on  his  prefent  promifes  and 
profeiTions,  from  confldering  his  paftaflions,  if  we  trace  Gc- 
ctial  Bonaparte  from  the  period  when,  in  the  third  year  of 
ihe  repubik:,  he  impofed  upon  the  French  people,  by  the 
mouth  of  the  cannon,  that  very  cbnflitution  which  he  has  now 
<leftroyed  by  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  In  this  confideratioh 
lam  certainly  fpared  a  great  deal  of  detail  by  the  previous 
ftatements  which  I  have  given  to  your  LordQirps  of  the  z&s 
of  the  French  general  himfclf,  or  of  thofe  immediately  exe- 
cuted under  his  command.  If  a  treaty  was  concluded  and 
broken  with  Sardinia,  it  was  concluded  and  broken  by  Bona« 
parte  ^  if  .peace  was  entered  into  aifd  violated  with  Tufcany^ 
It  was  entered  into  and  violated  by  Bonaparte ;  if  armiftices 
were  ratified  and  annulled  with  Modena,  and  the  other  petty 
itixes  of  Italy,  they  were  ratified  and  annulled  by  Bonaparte; 
ff  Venice  was  firft  drawn  into  the  war  and  afterwards  forced 
tocontliide  a  treaty  of  peace,  that  ancient  republic  wasdrawa 
into  it  and  compelled  to  conclude  peace  with  Bonaparte,  that 
be  might  with  more  eafe  overthrow  her  conftitution,  and 
annihilate  her  political  fyftem  by  which  (he  had  been  ei>abkd 
to  exift  with  glory  and  Tecurity  for  ages;  if  the  government 
of  Rome  was  terrified  into  terms  of  negociation,  and  force<i 
to  conclude  the  treaty  of  Tolentino  by  Bonaparte,  that  go^ 
vemment  was  alfo  fubverted  by  Bonaparte;  if  Genoa  was* 
reduced  to  the  fame  humiliating  finiation,  her  wealth  and  her 
independence  wqre  Sacrificed  to  the  will  of  Bonaparte  ;  if 
Switzerland  was  induced  to  furrender  up  her  rights  and 
liberties  by  the  delufive  oiTers  of  peace  and  alliance,  (he  was 
deprived  of  them  by  Bonaparte, .for  his  ambitious  and  pcr« 
fidious  defigns  were  carried  into  execution  in  that  country  by 
general  Brune,  the  fame  commander  whom  the  Firfl  Conful 
has  feleded  to  head  the  army  difpatched  to  reduce  the  inhabi-. 
tants  of  La  Vendee.  Even  the  affiliated  republics  were  alike 
the  viflims  of  his  deftrudlive  perfidy.  The  conflitution  of 
the  Cifalpine  Republic,  which  was  the  work  of  Bonaparte^ 
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wis  overthrowii  by'  thfc  liands*bf  his  "general,  Berthier.     But 
this  :U'tk6i"  ail^  my  Lords ;  let  us  now  pafs  from  the  conti« 
dbnt'of  Europe^  and  iry  if  theTubfeqtrent  conduA  of  the' 
FIrft  COnful  can  furnifh "any  grounds  more  fatisfadory  to^ 
gfhfe  u^  a'  fayourable  ppfnioh  of  his  flncerity;    When  he  ar». 
rived  af  "Malta,  heboid  the'  faiiie'  fpecious  p'roniifes  of  good 
fahh,  wltli  which  he 'had  fo  frequently  fiicceeded  inJ)etraying^ 
ffiates'aiid governments;  but  he  treated  that  iflahd'as  a  con* 
^tiefed' country,  and  derpoiieAlfof  every' thing ^tfeat  was  ya- 
loable';    I' now  come  toliis^proceeduigi  in  Egypt;, but  it 
WoutilT)fe^utl\iiiceflary'fdr  nie  to  de'tatn  y6u«  LordAiips  with^ 
d^aillf  with*^wti1ch'yoii'*afe>Ueildy.  too' well  acquainted. 
Yct'l  <ahhot  aVoid  tallih^^our  aftentibn  to  tJiAt  part  of  his  J 
ctmcFuS^  whiifti'  is  diplomat ic:.     I  OmW  of  courfe  piifs  over  his 
deeeftful  pf^ieflions,  his  rapacTtiesV  and  the ^ cruel  tAaflacree' 
vi^iildh  were 'perpetrated  by  his  troops,  and  by  his  immediatft' 
oitieVs;     HdTolemri!y'd^dare()  to  the  forte  thaVhe  had  no' 
ifitlifhtiori  To  take  pofleffidh  of  Egypt )  he  declared  to  hi$  own 
gihe^I^'thafhi^  objefl'was  to  take  p6(Ieflion  of  that  country  |* 
aiicTTifc'aflbWdthe  p^Vipfe  of  Egypt,' that  he  had  exprefslv' 
cbbifeloi^cducd  tt'td  tK^'pfiwer  and  dominion  of  the  Turkiui 


cttrffti/    What*fci« Ve;^hink  of  his  blarphcmies,  his  h;fp( 
cKues;  his  repeated  ^kSLh  of  perfidy,  his  multiplied  violatioi 
^' afl  'r6li|ibus  and' inb'ral  ties  r\  Did  lie  h6t  declare  in  the 
txfoft  unqulnfied  tei^ni^',  that  iht  French  were  true  MufluU 
flifth'?  Is  it '111  that  coilhtry  th4't  he  has  laid  the  foundation  for 
iill''td*reft  Wiih^Teiiurity  up6n*  the  *g6od  faith  arid  finccrity* 
WHtch  h6"nbW  pfofeflcs  ?  HaVirig/'therefore,  fuch  bafes  for' 
u^  to  fortn  ii 'cdrrefl:  bpVriidn'bf  his  policy,  can  it  be  thought' 
iitCdnfifi^'nt  to^herteVe  that  he  has  no  Inferitiori  of  fulfilling^ 
hl4*eAgagemenf s*  ?  Can  we  To  foon  fdrget  his  (ielicate  apprc- 
hehiiohi  with'i-efpefl  to  the  lives  of  his  remaining  foldiers 
after  hii  flight,  ^sktid  his  direftions  to  general  Kleber  to  pro-^ 
p8fe  prelfminaricsf  of  peace  to  the  Portie;  to  enter  into4i 
trcity  of  pe^cc,  and  to  defer  the  execution  of  the  articles. 
You  may  (fays  he,  in  his  official  letter)' fign  a  treaty  to  eva-» 
ctiite  Egypt,  but  do  not  execute  the  articles,  as  yoii  may  ob- 
fervc  With  great  plaufibility  'that  it  mufl  be  fenf  home,  in 
order  to  be  fubinitted  to  the  infpeflidn  arid  ratification  of  th» 
DirtSory.     Thus,  my  Lordsj  we  are  in  compfete  poflefljon 
of  his  (Vnem  of  politics,  a  fyftcm  as  fradiilenf,  perfidious* 
•Bftd  deUrudlive,  ias  ever  was  pradifed,  to  the  difgrace  and* 
mifery  of  human  natiire.     Thus  are  we  provided  with  un- 
qucftionable  pledged  of  bis  fu'ture  integrity.    Jn  the  corre* 
Vol..  I.  i8og.  C  c  fpondence 
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fpondeDce  which  appears  upon  your  table  his  motives  are 
open  and  undifguifed,  and  there  is  not  the  lead  neceflity  o£ 
having  recourfe  to  copje^lure  to  afcertain  that  he  has  9, 
double  obje^  in  his  communication.     The  one  is  to  amufe 
Great  Britain,  and  the  other  to  induce  h^r  to  give  oiFence  to 
her  allies.     I  hope  I  (hall  not  be  accnfed  of  entertaining  any 
unfounded  jealoufy  of  fuch  a  man,  who,  having  doncnothing 
to  redeem  his  good  faith,  which  he  fo  often  violated,  but  the 
overturning  the  government  of  his  country  by  the  terror  of 
military  dcfpotirmi  now  comes  forward  with  propofglsof  pa- 
ciiicatibn.    When  we  are  fully  fatisficd  with  the  (hare  which . 
he  has  bad  in  previous  aggre(fions  and  deptedations,  oui  w^ 
be  too.  (low  in  giving  him  credit  for  profefiions  of  fmcepty  2 
Will  any  fecurity  be  found  in  his  perfonal  aflurances?  If 
his  intereft  be  deeply  concerned,  I  grant,  indeed,  that  he 
may  be  fipcere:  but  let  us  for  a  moment  examine  this  quef- 
tion.    I  have  heard  it  reported  as  a  matter  of  opinion,  that  it 
is  the  peculiar  intereft  of  the  Firft  Conful  to  make  peace,  and 
that  we  confeqpently  were  bound  to  turn  that  conHderation 
to  our  own  {idvantage,  and  m^et  the  overture  which  has  been 
made  to  u$,     It  is  hardly  nepe(rary  for  me  to  remark,  that 
in  this  impprtapt  bufmefs  there  are  three  diftinffc  fteps  tq 
which  our  attention  (hould  naturally  be  direded.     Firft,  th^ 
opening  of  pegociaiion  ;  fecondly,  the  concluding  a  treaty  of 
peace ;  and,  thirdly,  the  obferving  of  the  conditions  of  peace. 
We  (hould  be  clparly  convinced  that  negociation  will  lea4 
to  peace.     I  am  undoubtedly  cpnvinced  that  it  may  be  the 
intered  of  General  Bonaparte  to  confolidate  his  power,  but 
it  cannot  be  pafTed  over  in  filence,  that  whenever  any  ads  of 
atrocity  were  to  be  accomplifhed  by  the  French,  they  have 
been  ufually  effeded  by  a  fufpenfion  of  arms.     The  pro- 
pofed  negociation  would  relieve  France  from .  the  prefent . 
preiTure  of  numerous  and  alarming  dif^culties,  and  could  not 
relieve  England  from  any.     The  ports  of  France,  which  are 
pow  blockaded  by  our  fleets  and  cruisers,  would  \>e  thrown 
ppen  for  the  purpofe  of  introducing  nayal  (lores,  and  a  variety 
pi  ufefpl  and  necefTary  articles,  of  which  the  country  is  in 
ivant,  and  fleets  would  be  fent  to  bring  b^pk  the  troops^ 
which  are  now  deprived  of  all  intercourfe  with  the  republic, 
and  might  then  be  employed  in  augnncnting  the  nufnbers  or 
the  French  armies.     To  us  a  fufpenfion. of  ^rms  copld  not 
\)t  productive  of  any  benefit  whatever.    Are  our  ports  blo^k- 
pd  up?  Is  our  commerce  interrupted?  And  it  will  alfo  be 
f«iifidfff}|  tt\SL\  thpre  WPpW*  W  ^h^tc^C;^  l)e  no  paore  ftcurity 
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for  the  maintenance  of  fuch  a  fufpenfion  than  other  powers 
have  formerly  experienced  in  fimilar  indances.  There  was 
not  a  merchant  in  the  country  who  would  fend  a  (hip  to  fea 
without  convoy,  on  fuch  an  account.  So  far  I  have  no  oh* 
jeAion  to  agree  that  it  would  be  the  intereft  of  Bonaplrte  to 
enter  into  a  negociAtion,  for  he  would  derive  from  it  confi- 
derable  advantages  to  the  commerce,  trade,  and  manufadures 

-  of  the  repubUc,  while  this  country  would  be  left  merely  in 
its  prefent  fituation  with  refpe£l  to  any  benefit.  He  would 
alfo  enjoy  the  fatisfaflion  and  triumph  of  lowering  the  toYie 
and  the  charader  of  a  people  who  have  hitherto  proved  the 

-  great  and  effectual  barrier  againft  the  encroachments  of  re- 
publican policy,  and  infufe  into  our  allies  and  the  other 
powers,  a  diftruft  of  our  refolution  and  integrity.  He  would^ 
I  entertain  no  doubt,  be  inclined  to  open  fuch  a  negociatioii 
as  that  which  he  direded  General  Kleber  to  open  with  the 
Ottoman  Porte,  but  the  conclufion  of  peace  would  be  fuit- 
able  to  the  views  by  which  the  overtures  have  been  dilated. 

An  important  confideratioh  occurs  to  me,  and  it  will,  I 

-  am  confident,  have  the  weight  to  which  it  is  entitled  in  your 
Lordfhips'  minds.  Is  Bonaparte  now  prepared  to  iign  a  ge^ 
nerat  peace?  Is  his  power  fufficiently  ellablifhed,  and  the 
(lability  of  his  government  fo  fixed,  as  to  enable  him  to  carry 

•through  a  treaty  of  that  nature  i  If  he  be  not  prepared,  it 
*  follows  that  he  cannot  be  fincere  in  his  oiFers.  On  what 
ground  does  his  power  reft  in  France  ?  He  indeed  announcea 
that  he  is  called  by  the  wilhes  of  the  French  people  to  fill  the 
firftmagiftracy  of  the  republic,  and  this  information  he  thinks 
proper  t6  communicate,  before  it  was  thought  poflible  to  learn 
whether  the  French  people  were  fo  fervile,  fo  degraded,  as 
to  accept  as  a  gift  the  conftitution  which  he  was  forcing  on 
them  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  He  has,  it  is  true,  fuc- 
ceeded  in  eftablifliinga  military  defpotifm,  and  every  aft  of 
his  government  is  fupported  by  an  armed  force.  For  can 
there  exift  a  difference  of  opinion  with  refpefl  to  the  charac-* 
ter  of  his  power,  when  we  learn  that  an  army  of  fixty  thou^ 
fand  men  is  neceifary  tct  preferve  tranquillity  in  the  interior 
of  France?  You  dannot,  my  Lords,  forget  that  in  turbulent 
republics  it  has  ever  been  an  axiom  to  preferve  tranquillity 
by  conftant  adlion,  and  that  axiom  has  uniformly  been  the 
'ftandard  by  which  the  fyftem  of  the  political  rulers  of  France 
has  been  regulated..  Such  is  the  impulfe  that  actuates  the 
prefent  goycrnment  of.  France :  fuch  was  the  grand  and  lead- 
ing motive  by  which  BriiTot  was  influenced,  and.  fuch  was 

.  C  c  X  'the 


]Ac,iaufcof  ,$hcniilitaiy  operations. purTuqd  in,  tfc|e  ^v^qf 
^K9berprerie.    That  the  fame  lyflem  prevails  at  this  monisfiit 
.  m  France,  there  cannot  ^xift  z  Aon^i,  £or  ifJacQbin  pria^t** 
[^ciples  are  sjjdopted  at  home,  if  Jagobin  dodfin^s  .are  lUll 
jnxalntained  at  home,,  jthe  principle  of  engaging  (he  natiop  (n 
ja  Ijtate  of  continual  wamre  mi^alfo  be  ftri^Iy  a4hei:^,t.o* 
II  have  now,  niy  Lords,. but  little  mpre. to  trouble  you. yvUh* 
^i  ^Bonaparte  had  really  ^^ewn  a  ^pafticular  .defire  fqc^a  gp* 
neral  peace,  the  ^iTer  }^ould  beJefs  an  obje^  of^fu^ipign. 
"^Q  fays,  that'he  nas  given  many,  proofs  or  his  e^gernQ&  to 
jput  an  ^nd  to.  flie  war,  .anid  ^of  his  difpofition  to jn^iQtaio.thie 
mid  o^iervance  of  all  treaties  concluded ;  znd.  be  aUp  ob- 
^fervesi  that  this  is  the^fecqnd  prpqf  of.  his  d^fire  toj^jSTe^luate 
a  jg^^neral  pacification.     For  my  .part,  t  ani,:^  a  lofs  to  fi^d 
^any  progf  of  his  havW  entertain^  fuch  a  d^fire.     Dofis  be 
"aluuk .  ^o  (he  treaty  of  Campo-^orniio?  anjd  if  bedqips,  in 
^certainly  are  not  in  polleinpn  ^f  a  f^ngle  fa^  tt>.con:<^rate 
^fiis  afTertion.    We  on  the  coi^trary  learn,, t)iat  )i>s  fentiooeiUs 
vrere  then  in  diredl  oppofition  to  a  gejieral  peace,  and  .were 
jjarticularly  hoflile  to  this  cpuptry.    When  official  iot»IU- 
jgence  of  that  tranfi^dion  ws^s  fent  by  him  to  the  DiKpStotyf 
fifsngft  fpeaking.in  his  name  a^  delivering  his  ad,,  bt^.  ac* 
.knowledge^  inftrunjjsht  and.  his  confidential  age.nt,  ()cclaodf 
^^hat  the  French  .Jlepublic  anfijEngland  f:ould.npt  ei^ift.Ta- 
gtther.     So  that  if  he  even  were  allowed  to  have  an  evi* 
dent  mtereft  in  .promoting  peace,  would  you  .not  be.pjexfediv 
jufiified  in  paufiBg  and  reflecting  on  .wl^a't  degree  Qf  failli 
-jfliould  be  giv^n  to  the  intereft  and  p.ower  of  fuch  ap  indivi- 
dual }  y 6a  were  lately  .told  by  the  jpr^knt  govtrnmept  of 
'l^rance,  tl»t  ilitxe,  eatifted  no  iecurity,  jio  guarantejB  /ojr  the 
preTervatibh  of  peace  in  the  republic/rom  1793  toNovQOiber 
1799  ;   a  juft  remark,  and  one  which  utterly  <;pnfQund$  all 
the  aflertions,  all  the  arguments,  all  the  obfervatiQas  made 
!)bere,  that  no  change  pf  pien  in  power  cpuld  affofi  the  exQCU- 
^tion  and  permanence  pf  a  trea,ty.    y<;t  fuch  w^s  the  Ian- 
jgazge  ufeci  in  fupport  of  the  negoQis^tion  which  was  carri(;d 
.on  at  Xylite.    Veur  Lordfliips  miift  perceive  how  much.ypp 
^hazard  by  hazarding  all  on  \he  faith,  on  the pow.er>  and. on 
the  life  of  Bonaparte. — If  the  l^|l  iecurity  fail  you,  what  re- 
jmains  behind  ?   Will  you  place  your  reliance  up.on  the  una- 
nimity oi  the  French  people  in  accepting  the  n^w  JPPnftitu- 
^tion  !  .Will  you  reft  your  dcpcnc}ence  on  tjie  hopps  <rf  ijts  per- 
manence ?  But  you  arc  s^lfp  dcftitutc  of  every  hppe.frpm.Uve 
C^iarige  which  has  recently  ^takeji  pl;y:c  in  the  p^fpns  em- 
ployed 
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Jbyed  in  ihedi&rent  ^departments  of  the. public  focvic^. 
fen  of  the  blackeHehaiaOers  have  been  appointed ^toiitti* 
.ations  of  ihe.greateft  truft ;  peHbns  infamous'for  the  pjcofef- 
:fion  of  ihe  moft  Ikeiitious  .prixidples  of  anarchy  have  been 
taif6d.to  placea  of  i:oafidence  aod  power »  and  thofi:  who  weie 
judgiea  in  tbe-fauguinaryt  tribunals  jof  Robefpierrearenowex* 
altied.to.a  dtilinguiflied  rank  in  thcrepublic*     I  am  oitly4e« 
,£0ius  .to  call  your  attention  to  two  orinciples :  whether  yoa 
jaie  of  opinion  that  while  the  fyftem  of  government  in  ^France, 
.which  you  have  reprobated,  ftili. prevailed,  there  were  any 
liopes  hut  in  ^oTecution  of  iiodilities  ?  .And  whether  .any 
.evicnt  has  happened  ijnce  November,  to  induce* your  Lor4* 
,'fliijps.to  alter  that  opinion^   I  have  now  merely  .to  notice 
what  has  been  advanced  here,  and  repeated,  ithat  we  are  de- 
.termined  to  rellpre  jxionarchy  in  France,  and.  to  engage  ia 
eternal  war,  fooner  than  relinquilh  that  obje£l.   1 4iavie:ftaC0d 
.fhis.afiertioQ,  which  has  been  often  made,:  though  it  has  been 
as  often  {mUlcly  and  folemnly  dtfclaiizied.     It  has  been  dif- 
datmediafterthe  capture  of  Toulon,  in  a  variety  of  inftances, 
dot|vn  to  the  prefent  moment,  and  the  'flighteft  alteration  bsi$ 
jiot  taken  plaice  in  the  language  of  government.     I  do  not 
^etend  .to  deny  that  we  Confidered  the  re-eftablifiiment  of 
'mofurchy  as. the  beft,  the  lureft,  and  the  fpcedieft  means  of 
Teftoring  peace ;  but  it  has  ^ever  been  maintained  that  it  was 
.the  only  means  of  efie&ing  that  defii?ible  end.    »We  merely 
wifhed  for  a. government  that  was  capable  of  prefervlng  the 
cuftomary  relations  of  peace  and  amity,  nor  would  his  Ma- 
. jdfty  hefitate  to  treat  with  a  xtpublic,  a  monarchy,  or  any 
xion^defcjipt  form  of  government,  and  confequently  the  re- 
iftoration  of  monarchy  was  never  made  the^^  qua  mn  of  ne- 
gociation.     If  I   i^m  aikcd  what  are  the  circilmftances  that 
may  induce  me  to  think  proper  fecurity  fpr  the  obfervance 
iof  ihe  articles  of  treaty  is, to  be  ^sbtained  in  France,  I  can 
only  anf^er,  that  my  judgment  is  to  be  regul^d  by  future 
events.    It  would  be  dtihbneft  to  commence  any  negociation 
.that  was  not  in  every  confiftent  re(pe&  like  to  (eriiiinate  in 
peace*    It  would  be  pnwife,  it  would  «be  iru^tlefs.     If,  in 
^795,  ishen  France  with  her  numerous  and  triumphant  ar- 
mies threatened  all  Eturope ;  when  ihe  found.  C6nridcr:lb1e 
xefources  in  the  fpoils  and  plunder  of  Jtaly  aud  ^Holland,  and 
x&enacfd  this  cotix^cy  with  aformidable'invafion  ;  if^  when 
^ihe  ckolaced  i|)at  i\othing  would  content  her  unbounded  am- 
biiion  and  inveterate  animoruy  but  our  complete  ruin  ;  if, 
under  •fucb  a  iituation,  pi:i;gnaat4viih  imminent  daoger^  the 

fpirit 
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Tpirit  aod  firmnefs  o£  this  Houfe  led  them  toincet  the  ap* 
proaching  peril  with  undaunted  fortitude,  and  enabled  m^ 
.under  the  protediop  of  Divine  Providence,  to  tranfmit  la 
our  defcendants  the  bleflings  of  national  independence,  of 
ireligion^  tnoratity,  and  focial  happin^fs,  has  any  event  oc- 
.curred  fince  to  make  us  doubt  th^  juflice  of  our  caufe,  and 
.the  ifTue  of  the  contefi  ?  If  the  fati^e  fpirit  which  then  adu- 
ated  our  dectfions  continues,  I  aik,  are  our  means  leli  than 
.  they  were  I  Let  us  direA  our  view^  to  our  own  (Irength  aod 
refources^  and  to  the  triumphant  fuccefles  of  our  allies !  Our 
objeA  is  declared,  and  v^ill  be  efFeded  ;  we  earneftly  defirc 
.«  fafe  and  honourable  peace.     If,  then,  our  means  are  not 
inferior  to  what  they  have  been ;  if  the  fituation  of  our  allies 
.is  improved  ;  if  that  of  the  enemy  is  impaired  and  confider- 
ably  weakened,  we  have  greater  grounds  of  confidence,  and 
we  approach  nearer  to  the  attainment  of  our  wilhes.    I  have 
now,  my  Lords,  dated  eVery  obfervation  which  occurred  to 
me  as  conneded  with  the  important  fubjeS  to  which  your 
.attention  isdireAed,  and  if  you  abandon  the  manly  and  ener- 
getic condud  which  has  hitherto  diilinguiftied  your  pro- 
ceedings,  you  defcend  from  a  (lation  which  you  have  filled 
with  fo  much  honour  to  yourfelves  and  advantage  to,  your 
country^     Upon  thefe  grounds  I  move  your  Lordfliips,  that 
.an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  thanking  him 
•for  his  gracious  meflage,  and  exprefling  the  concurrence  of 
this  Houfe  in  the  fentimen^^  which  it  contains* 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  rofe  to  give  his  decided  negative  to 
the  addrefs,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  declare  himfelf  a  decided 
enemy  to  the  paper,  or  declaration  of  his  Majefty's  Miniilers^ 
on  the  table. ,  He  confidered  that  paper  as  a  compound  oit 
infnlt,  evafion,  and  arrogant  provocation.  If  he  had  only 
to  anfvver  the  arguments  which  had  been  advanced  in  its  fup* 
port  by  the  noble  Secretary  of  State,  he  would  not  have  to 
trefpaCs  long  upon  the  patience  of  their  Lordfliips.  The 
origin  of  the  war,  or  the  bafis  of  a  negociation,  were  not 
now  the  topics  which  their  Lordfliips  had  to  difcufs.  Yet 
upon  thefe  the  noble  Secretary  had  principally  dwelt,  and 
widely  expatiated.  It  were  abfurd  to  exped  that  either 
country  would  confefs  that  they  had  been  the  authors  of  an 
unprovoked  aggrellion,  which  led  to  a  war  from  which  fuch 
a  black  train  of  crimes  and  calamities  had  flowed :  upon  this 
point  he  defpaired  of  bringing  about  any  change  of  opinion ; 
he  would  not,  therefore,  confume  any  of  this  Lordfliips* 
time  upon  it*.    His  wifli  and  intention;  was  toimprefs  upon 

their 
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their  minds  the  real  fltuation  of  the  country,  and  the  gloomy 
.  and  alarming  profpe^s  to  which  they  mufi  look  forward,  if 
they  refolved  to  perfevere  in  repofmg  that  confidence  in  Mi- 
fiifters  which  emboldened  them  to  perfevere  in  the  war,  and 
to  (hut  their  ears  to  all  propofals  of  negociation.  The  noble 
S^retaiy  had  taken  a  long  retrofpeS;  of  the  charaAer  and 
condud  of  the  French  nation  flnce  the  comniencement  of . 
their  revolution,  and,  from  the  fuppofition  that  they  will  per* 
ffvere  in  the  fame  line  of  condu^,he  infers  the  impoflibility 
of  coming  to  any  thing  like  a  negociation,  upon  the  fpirit  or 
ftfult  of  which  he  could  depend.  The  ruling  power  ia 
France  dill  avowed  the  principles  that  fwayed  throughout  the 
revolution,  and  that  begot  all  the  horrors  that  had  marked  its 
progrefs.  How,  then,  fays  the  noble  Secretary,  is  it  poffible  < 
to  negociate  with  men  who  avow  fuch  horrid  principles  } 
For  his  part  he  was  far  from  defending  thefe  principles,  or 
from  palliating  the  frightful  exceflfes  to  which  they  had  given 
birth.  By  their  atrocious  condu3  they  had  juftly  provoked 
the  indignation  of  all  Europe.  As  foon  would  he  defend  the 
partition  of  Poland,  the  unprincipled  views  of  ambition  of 
the  Houfeof  Audria,  or  the  iniquitous  means  by  which  Eng- 
ird eftabliftied  her  dominion  in  India.  The  horrors.that. 
accompanied  thefe  attempts  of  ambition  and  aggrandifement 
had  ceafed,  from  their  remotenefs  to  excite  our  indignation  ; 
bpt  were  they  as  freOi  and  green  in  our  remembrance  as  the  . 
cpormities  cpmmitted  by  the  French  revolutionifts,  they 
would  not  fail  of  calling  forth  an  equal  degree  of  difguft  and 
detedatioo.  The  noble  Secretary  inflded  much  on  the  avowal 
of  J.a<;obin  principles  contained  in  the  late  communication 
from  the  French  rulers,  and  is  furprifed  they  did  not  take  ai^ 
opportunity  of.  recalling  them. 

But  of  whsit  nature  is  the  language  of  Miniders  in  reply  ? 
I^it  conciliatory  i*  Does  it  argue  a  fpirit  of  peace,  an  anxiety 
to  terminate  hodilities?  Quite  the  reverfe;  for  Miniders. 
feem  to  fay  to^he  French  nation,  we.  will  revolutionize  your 
date  again ;  we  will  not  treat  with  your  prefent  rulers  ;  they 
do  not  appear  to  us  capable  of  maintaining  the  relations  of 
P^ape  and  amity.  The  noble  Secretary  next  inveighs  againd 
the  French  government  for  having  the  prefumption  to  fay 
tbiit  they  were  npt.  the  aggreflTpPs  in*  the  prefent  war.  But 
in  their  attempt  to  prove. their  inoipcence  of  this.'aggrefiion, 
hav^  (hpy  recourfe  to  provokingand  opprobrious taii^uas^ } 
Surely  not.  Th^ir  tone  is  very  different  from  that  ^ich 
W5  f^fliftpPi  sjnd  their  l^ngqage  yery  diftercnt  from  iliaf  re- 
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foned  tp  twfi*  thr  prefent* occafibn'by  ^hti  nobte^Secreiarfy;  t)f ' 
that  Which  hstd  before'  been'  held  to  M.  de  Iji'CroixV  -when  ho* 
very  liberaHjT'  threvT  the  -whole  btame  of  the  waf  on^  the' 
Prench  narioh,'  an  acbu ration'  which  it  was  natur^r  enottgh" 
for  them\6  wiih'to  repel.  To  whom  that  charge  (hoUld  ^lo^* 
ptf\y  be  imputtd  wa^  not  the'queftioti  now  to  bedifeuflcfd^'* 
of  t)iie  upon  which  England  ha$^  a  right  to  decidb.  It  is  na^  * 
tural  that  btsth*  couh tries  ihotitd  be  eqodlly  anxtous'  to  ^xoHe«  * 
ratk 'themfelves  f rottl  a  charge  whieh'  niiift  bring  dowti  upoir^ 
them  the  cuifes  pf  exifting  maitldnd,  iiiKd  the  eit^cratiori'of ' 
pofterity,  together  with  an  indelible  ftigma'of  odium' and^ 
dHgnice. 

The'  noble'  Secr^aty  feamed  al(b  apprehehfite  tbat^Mf* 
colleague^'  in  office' v/buld  bt  charged  with  ati  intention  of* 
cinrying  on  the  war 'for  the  reftoratiori  of  the  Ftendi  inOi* 
fitrchy,  and  had  anttolpated  that  charge.  He  was-ftt^  hef^ 
hlKi/  as  he  certainly' for  one  (hould  have  made  itV  But  be ' 
hiri  thought  lit  to  difclaim  it  \  but  while  he  difclaim^d  it^  bi^'' 
vCfy  arguments  ftroitgly  inrplied  fuch  a  determtnatipn  on  the 
ptirt  of  Miniftets.  Whhoot  the  reftbration  of  monarchy^ 
they  could  look  for  nothlngbut  an endlefs  ferfes  of  revoldi**' 
tlbnsi  an  eternal  change  of  men  and'tiieafurcs ;  u{k)il'  nieti' 
Who,  upon  every  new  change^  woirtd  b^eak  through  wtiit-* 
ever  treaties  or  engagements  into  which  their  pred^ffiiirir^ 
hhd'entered*  Any  intention  on  tHefe  accounts  to'  attefti{)t^ 
the  re-eftabliJihment  of  the  French  monarchy,  ht  ti^ofted;'* 
Would  be  reprobated  by  moft  of  their  Lordfliips,  as^aXleter-^' 
nUnation  the  mod  frantic  and  wf Id  that  ever  could  be'entef'-' 
t^iined  by  any  wife  -or  prudent  man.  Wild,  howeVer,  ^and^ 
frantic  as  it  mud  appear' to  every  coolobfeihrer;  it'feenns,* 
however,  to  be  the^w^  qua  Wflw6f  a'ptace,  oratieaft  the^y* 
fi^irffdrt  of  negociation.  Biit  wKat  fair  hop^  wlis  thefe  that 
monarchy  couldbe'rcJlored  in  Fharice?  FraAce  hcrfctf  wiis* 
utterly  averfe 'to  it ;  at'  leaft  (he  fcefned  determirtcd'  nol^  to* 
reftorc  the  perfons  who  ctaimed  the  crown  of  France,  orlh** 
emigrant  gentlemen  in -their'  fuit,  who  muft  dirpoffefs' tvird' 
millions  of  French  ^citizens  bf  the  prdpct-ty  which  they  p*f-'* 
chafed  on  the  faith  of  the  revolution.  But  in  fphe  of  Ihik' 
evident  dirinclination  on  the  pslft  of  France  to  r^ftore  mo*' 
nkrchy,  or  re-admit  the  exiled  prince,  we  Ml  look  for  that* 
reftoration,  or  for  the  eftablilhmeift  of  Tome  form  of  gevei'n- 
ment  different  from  that  whidv  now* prevails.  This  is  ob-* 
vionfly  the  objeft  of  Minifters;  but  how  will  they  accom* 
pUih  it  ?  Should  not  paft  ex^ience  have  tauj^t  them  thaf 
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every  fuch  atteiVipt  'only  gives  rife  to  more  violent  meafurei 
and  more  violent  men  than  thofe  that  preceded,  and  that  by 
tiieir  endeavours  to  extingniih,  they  in  reality  revive  and  re* 
eftahli(h  jacobtnirm.  Bsfides,  we  might  only  look  to  our 
ftatute  book  to  be  .convinced  of  the  reGitanceand  indignation 
which  ail  fuch  attempts  at  all  times  provoke.  We  arc  then 
to  wait  for  a  more  favourable  opportunity  to  negociate»  for 
a  better  (itnation  of  our  own  and  the  affairs  of  our  allies,  and 
tor  a  diminution  of  the  territorial  pofleffions  of  the  enemy, 
before  we  can  liften  to  any  pacific  propofals.  When  this  was 
to  come  it  wa«?  difficult  to  fay,  but  the  manner  and  language 
which  we  held  towards  the  pfefent  French  government  did 
not  befpeak  the  leaft  inclination  to  treat  with  them.  This 
manner  was  ftrongly  apparetU  in  our  publication  of  the  inter- 
cepted correfpondiincc,  and  in  the  notes  and  introdudion  that 
accompanied* it.  He  would  not  fay  that  this  production  came 
immediately  from  governmtiit  ;  btit  from  whatever  quarter 
11  idued,  he  could  fafely  aiiert  that  it  mud  reflect  more  diC- 
grace'on  the  writer  than  on  any  other  living  being,  Astoa 
more  favourable  opportunity  to  negoclate,  or  a  better  fitua* 
jion  to  command  a  peace,  he  could  only  fay,  that  it  was 
merely  poflible,  and  that  only  ;  for  we  ought  to  confider  the 
profpedV  our  own  internal  fituation  held  out,  and  how  much 
the  ilFuc  of  affair?  depended  upon  our  allies.  Have  they  not 
ihewn,  that  when  it  favoured  their  particular  views  and  inte- 
reds,  they  did  not  hefitate  to  make  a  feparate  peace  ?  Has 
Audria  not  betrayed  projefts  of  aggrandizement,  which  (he 
does  not  labour  to  conceal;  and  fhould  more  reliance  be 
placed  on  the  Emperor  of  Rufliar  He  was  not  difpofcd'to 
fcrutinize  the  charaSer  of  any  individual  prince,  but  his 
condudl  was  full  of  contradictions  and  hefitations,  which  left 
no  well-grounded  hopes  in  the  cordial  co-operation  of  fuch 
allies.  JBui  even  fuppofipg  we  cogld  keep  our  allies  together, 
were  there  not  other  conliderations  to  which  we  d)ouId 
equally  attend?  Ought  we  not  to  took  to  our. own  internal 
fituati'Mi,  and  to  our  means  of  a  further  profecuiion  of  the 
war?  What,  befides,  was  the  fituation  of  Ireland?  After  all 
that  had  paflTed  there,  did  not  thofe,  who  were  bed  acquainted 
with  the  date  of  that  country,  contend  that  it  was  far  from 
being  irarrquilr  Do  our  finances  encourage  farther  ex pences? 
|-Je  thould  think  not;  we  had  already  been  obliged  to  aban- 
don the  financial  fydem,  avowtdly  be(;aufe  we  could  carry  it 
no  farther,  and  to  adopt  a  new  one;  which,  together  with 
Vui.  I.  1800.  D  d  being 
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being  oppreflive  ^nd  burthenfomey  was  found  to  be  extremely 
defe£live:  in  its  room,  therefore,  it  muft  be  expeScd  that 
fome  meafure,  (lili  more  violent  and  bnrthenfome,  will  be 
lubQituted.  The  demands  of  our  allies  are  great,  far  greater 
than  they  have  been  ;  and  every  effort  will  be  made  to  anfwer 
them.  Befides,  it  fliould  be  remembered  that  weonce  ex- 
|>e&ed  to  be  able,  to  ftarve  France,  and  the  fate  we  prepared 
for  her  fcems  now  to  hang  over  our  own  heads.  If  all  thcfc 
things  be  duly  confidered,  the  prefcht  irionhent  will  not  be 
found  fo  unfeafonable  for  negociation — a  time  of  war  is  well 
known  to  caufe  greater  confuonpt ion  than  a  time  of  peace. 
Our  fitgation,  in  every  point  of  view,  is  alarming  ii(the  ex- 
treme, and  many  noble  Lords  V ho  have  lately  been  in  thd 
country  mud  know,  that  in  the  fields  and  woods  many  mifer^ 
•Hble  wretches  are  to  be  daily  found,  to  whom  their  defperate 
Deceflities  have  left  no  other  means  than  thofe  of  depredation  to 
filen^e  the  cries  of  their  miferable  {larving  chi'-Aen.  SucH 
noble  Lc^rdsas  a£l  in  the  capacity  of'magiftraites  mud  alfo  hi 
acquainted  with  the  complaints  brought  aj?aindpari(h  officers. 
If  an  able  healthy  man  applies  to  them  for  fuhndchce,  they 
ivill  tell  him  that  he  has  flrcngth  to  labour,  and  therefore  re* 
•fer  him  to  his  labour  for  fubfiftence  ;  but  though  he  proves, 
by  (he  teftimony  of  his  neighbours,  that  ho  man  can  toil  mor^ 
afliduoufly,  yet  his  labour  is  infufficient  to  procure  food  for 
his  family,  with  whbfe  cries  he  is  aflailed  on  his' return  front 
iiis  work.  Thefe  their  diilrefles  have  indeed  of  late  beeti 
fomewhat  alleviated  by  the  relief  afforded  to  the  poor  by  men 
of  property.  ^uX  is  the  majorhy  of  a  people  to  be  driven  td 
depend  upon  the  charity  of  a  few  ?  This,  indeed,  would  be 
H  dangerous  and  highly  alarming  fituatioh  for  any  country.  ' 
The  Duke  then  animadverted  on  the /means  lately  em« 
ployed  to  fecruit  the  army<--an  army,  that  on  a  late  expedi- 
tion feemed  rather  to  go  to  tri^jmph  than  to  fight,  but  which 
afterwards  was  compelled  to  purchafe  its  retreat  by  difgracr* 
Is  anotherekpeditionto  be  again  fitted  out  ?  Are  our  men  to 
be  carried  away  ?  Are  our  provifions  to  be  engrofTed  for  ma- 
.gai&ines,  merely  fo  purchafe  new  difafters  and)  difgrace? 
purely  fome  folit)  reafoiis  (hould  be  offered  for  perfevering  in 
fo  dangerous  a  career :  none,  however,  have  been  offered 
this  night«  while  Minifters  declare  they  will  not  liflen  to  any 

JSsicific  overtures.     Yet,  if  it  be  fairly  attended  to,  the  prev 
lent  moment  ^3  /xiore  favourable  than  any  that  has  yet  oc^ 
Gurred  for  'bearkeoing  tp  tbef(p  overtures.  T?  i^  {lot  as  favour- 
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able  as  that  which  engaged  us  to  negociate  at  Lifle,  "or  did  jtW* 
rellih  of  experience,  and  the  evidence  of  fzStSy  promife  » 
better  liTue  to  the  Lifle  negociation  ?  The  people  then  calledk 
for  peace,  and  peace  was  attempted ;  if  they  made  thei^ 
voice  now  heard  again,  another  attempt  would  be  made.  But 
if  is  obje£led  that  the  French  government  had  not  iafied  ft 
fufficient  time.  It  had,  however,  now  laded  fix  weeks  andb 
more,  and  at  Lifle  Miniflers  did  not  refufe  to  treat  with  a 
government  of  five  days.  It  has  alfo  been  faid  that  no  rea« 
fon  was  held  out  for  giving  fecurity  to  the  negociation,  but 
the  perfonal  charader  of  Bonaparte  ;  but  that  this  adertioit 
was  ill  founded  would  plainly  appear  from  Bonaparte's  letter 
to  his  Majefty,  in  which  a  variety  of  urgent  reafons  were 
adduced  for  endeavouring  to  teqninate the  calamities  of  war; 
be^des,  peace  was  the  manifeft  wi(h  of  the  whole  French 
nation;  every  public  addrefs  and  fpeech  breathed  nothing 
but  peace,  and  even  in  the  proclamarion  to  the  armies,  who 
are  not  ufoally  addreifed  on  that  fubjefi,  the  great  and  real 
objed  of  their  toils  and  fatigues  is  declared,  by  every  one  of 
fheir  generals,  to  be  the  attainment  of  peace.  The  language 
of  the  tribunate  is  likewife  pointedly  and  (ludioufly  paciiic. 
As  to  the  filly  opinion,  f^id  to  be  entertained  by  fome,  that 
at  all  events  we  (hould  treat,  becaufe,  if  the  negociation  did 
not  fucceed,  it  would  at  word  leave  us  where  we  were;  he. 
for  one,  entertained  that  filly  opinion,  and  he  entertained  it 
upon  no  mean  authority — that  of  the  noble  Secretary  him- 
felf ;  for  that  noble  Lord  had  written  much  on  the  fubjeift  of 
negociaiions,  and  in  the  mafs  of  his  compofitions  on  that 
fubjeft  every  line  completely  contradidled  every  fentence^he 
had  that  ni^t  uttered  on  the  topic  of  negociation,  which  it 
were  eafy,  if  not  too  long,  to  prove  at  prefent.  Fot  the 
proof  of  thefe  contradictions  thfe  Duke  referred  to  the  cor^ 
refpondence  wi;h  Barihelemy,  and  feveral  public  documents^ 
which  all  imputed  the  continuance  of  the  war  to  the  obfti-^ 
nate  refufal  of  the  enemy  to  li(ten  to  any  overtures  of  pacU 
ficaUon.  As  to  the  arguments  urged  from  the  report  of  Bou* 
lay  de  la  Meurthe,  and  the  former  language  of  M.  Talley« 
rand,  they  were  too  inconcluHve  to  require  any  refutation* 
The  noble  Lord  had  g6ne  much  at  length  into  the  perfonal 
charafler'  of -Bonaparte.  It  was  not  his  intention  to  follow 
him  through  that  invefligation.  He  believed  that  Bonaparte^ 
like  every  other  (latefman,  would  wi(h  to  make  a  treaty  for 
the  a<ivantag$  and  intereil  of  th^  people  over  whom  he  pre^ 
fided,  without  (la£t  regard  either  to  humanity^or  juftice.  This'' 
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was  the  principle  ^fluating  moft  flatefmen,  who  had  more 
regard  for  their  own  glory,  than  for  abftrad  con (ulerat ions  of 
rfae  rights  ot  humanity,  or  the  duties  of  morality.  Ttiis 
liiuch,  however,  he  would  fay  of  his  perCbnal  chara<^er,  that 
it  had  appeared,  he  knew  the  utility  of  moderation.  By  the 
treaty  of  Campo  Farmio,  Mantua  was  to  be  furrendered  to 
Auftrla,  and  this  part  of  the  treaty  the  convention  refu fed  to 
ratify.  On  that  occafion  Bonaparte  wrote  to  them,  that  U. 
^as  not  fit  to  exa£l  too  much  from  an  unfucoefsful  eneroy^ 
«s  it  would  ever  rankle  in  his  mind,  and  be  the  means  of 
^eedy  and  reiterated  hoftilities.  So  far  he  had  evinced  that 
he  had  a  due  fenfe  of  the  benefits  refulting  from  moderation* 
Indeed  he  did  ttpi  feel  that  the  language  and  invedive  ufed  by 
'  adminiidration  "tvals  of  much  confequence,  becaufe  he  wlU 
knew,  by  experience,  that  they  could,  and  would,  if  occa- 
fion  required,  as  fuddenly  ietra£l  all  they  had  before  faid. 
It  was,  then,  his  moft  decided  opinion  tiiat  at  no  time  could 
we  ftapd  upon  better  ground,  or  hope  to  treat  with  more 
cSt&.  than  we  might  at  prefent :  if  we  did  not,  for  what 
were  v^e  contending  ?  Suppofing  pc«ce  could  be  immediately 
eftabliflied,  might  we  notalk  ouiTelves,  What  ha^e  we  done) 
For  what  have  we  been  fighting  ?  True  it  was,  he  had  not 
fuch  hopes  of  peace  from  the  prefent  adminiftration  as  he 
Alight  reafonably  hope  from  any  other,  becaufe  heconfidercd 
it  as  intefefted  in  a  prolongation  of  the  war.  He  had  now 
fiatedhis  opinions  upon  the  prefent  queilion,and  the  grounds 
upon  which  thofe  opinions  were  founded.  He  thought  that 
the  prefent  time  wa^  acrifis  upon  which  not  only  depended 
the  fate  of  exifting  rnan,  but  alfo  of  future  generations.  It 
was  this  cenfideration  alone  had  induced  him  to  the  perform- 
ance of  liis  dutyin  addrefling  their  Lordthips.  Nothing  elfe 
could  have  impelled  hitn  to  undertake  the  irkfome  talk  \  he 
implored  them,  therefore,  to  endeavour  to  favc  the  country 
by  trying  to  promote  the  conclufion  of  a  peace.  He  intreat- 
ed  them  not  to  fandion  meafures  which  tnuR  phmge  their 
country  into  eternal  war.  For  fo  it  muft  be,  it  the  rcilora- 
tion  of  monarchy  was  to  be  the  objeft  for  which  we  fonghr.. 
Let  thetn  not  add  to  the  thoufands  contained  in  the  catalogue 
of  widows  whole  hufbands  have  fallen  in  the  dreadful  car- 
jsage  of  this  war,  nor  to  the  tens  of  thx)ufands  of  orplianed 
children  bewailing  their  loft  fathers.  Let  them  endeavour 
to  relieve  the  diftreffcs  of  the  country  by  the  hami  of  peace, 
and  promote  our  profpcrity  by  encouraging  the  ufcfnl  arts  of 
agriculture,  commcrce/.and  manufaflures.     Let  them  fop- 
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port  the  kingdom  by  adive  induftf)'^  and  foftentilg  the  itn-* 
provements  of  ingenuity — Let  us  contend  with  our  enemy  im 
thefe  points,  and  it  would  be  a  conteft  worthy  of  great  and 
Tmulous  nations.  Thefe  were  the  topics  ha  wiftied  to  preGi 
upon  their  Lordihips  conflderation,  and  he  felt  grateful  fot 
the  indulgence  they  h^d  (hewn  in*  patiently  ItAening  to  him ; 
at  the  fame  time  be  was  forry  to  fay,  tkat  he  feared  it  would 
not  be  of  much  avail.  The  nation  had ,  not  exprefTed  any 
public  wi(h  ior  peace,  and  that  Houfe  fe'emed  Ail!  to  retain 
all  its  former  confidence  in  adminiflration.  NotwithAand- 
}ng  the  fetters  impofed  of  late  upon  the  freedoni  of  the  people, 
they  had  yet  the, power  of  meeting  to  petition  the  throne 
for  peace.  •  They  had  not,  however,  done  it.  He  turned, 
therefore,  to  their  Lordffiips,  and  implored  them  to  fave  the 
country.  If  it  fell,  it  plight  not  be  in  their  power  ta  raife 
it  again.  Loaded  and  weighed  down  by  the  burthen  of  Ac- 
cumulated taxes,  the  people  would  ultimately  fmk  to  torpid 
flav^ry,  or.  be  roufed  to  defperation.  Slavery  or  revolutioa 
muft  be  the  ultimate  confequence.  If  he  failed  of  tnsLkix\g 
an  impreffion  upon  the  tloufe,  he  mud  drop  into  retirement, 
and  not  trouble  them  more.  There,  anxious  and  trembling 
for  the  fate  of  his  country,  he  would  endeavour  to  diffufc 
happinefs  among  the  few  around  him,  which  would  have 
been  his  boall  and  glory  could  he  have  given  it  to  the  country 
at  large. 

He  would  now  only  obfervc,  that  the  Houfe  ought  not  to 
regard  the  addrefs propofed  byMinTftersas  containing  the  fen^ 
timents  of  their  Sovereign,  but  their  own,  and  as  fuch  they 
Ihould  freely  and  rigoroufly  difcufs  and  examine  it.  It  wa« 
his  intention  to  propofc  aifother  addrefs  iu  its  (lead,  which 
he  would  now  fubmit  to  their  Lordfhips'  conflderation. 

The  Duke  then  fat  down,  apparently  mtich  exhaufted .; 
and  Lord  Holland  rofe,  and  read  the  propofed  counter-ad- 
drefs  as  follows ;   - 

Thai  an  addrefs  be  preftnfcd  to  Hi.^  M  .jtfty ; 

To  return  our  rooft  humble  thankb  for  his  condefcennon  and  gcodnefs 
in  having  been  graciou0y  pleaied  to  con^miinicate  ro  us  the  Corrtfppn- 
•  dence  Veiwetn  the  Minifter  ot  Foreign  Affairs  in  France,  and  his  Majcfiy*s 
prircipal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foieign  AHaiis^  and  mod  humbly  to  re* 
prdfent  to  his  Majedy  that,  on  the  8ih  of  Dectmbcr,  17951  his  Majcny 
Wa.«(  graciouily  pleafed  to  acquaint  this  Houfe,  that  he  had  been  induced, 
by  tLc  OidvT  of  things  in  Francei  to  meet  any  difpofiticnior  negociaMon 

CO 


«ih  the  pvt  of  tlM  enemy  with  9n  e^rncft  ifSrt  to  ^\^t  It  tlie  fulM  and 

That,  io  purTumce  of  this  difpofitlony  bis  MsjcHy  dritfl^  ah  oTcrtun 
Id  be  made  in  liit  namei  by  hU  Miniilers  in  Swkzcriatidy  in  the  ipriog  of 
Ibe  year  1796. 

Tha.t  on  the  rejeAloh  of  that  oterture  his  Majefiy  gave  the  rood  folemn 
aflui^Qce^i  in  anote^dated  April  xo,  1796,  tb^t  whtnelrer  his  enemies 
fliould  maiuftd  more  pafific  ientiinent$»  his  Majefty  wtn^d  at  all  ilmts  be 
t^^er  to  concur  in  tbtm  by  lending  him feJf,  in  conctrt  with  his  alliee,  to  a!i 
fu(b  meafuresas  i^ould  b^  bed  calculated  to  re.eftjbli/h^genLral  tian^u:!- 
Cty  QX^  conditions  juiV,  honourable  and  permanent. 

That  his  Majefty  has  fince  entered  into  two  negociations  forpe?ce  with 
ibe  Frssch  Republic  at  Paris*  in  the  autumn  of  the  year  J796»  and  at  L.Ht 
ya  tbo  fumaner  of  the  following  year»  1797. 

That  bi»  Majcfiy  has  repeatedly  and  folemnly  declared  that  the  rupture 
«l  both  tbefe  negociations  was  folely  to  be  aferibed  to  the  determinatioi^  o^ 
the  French  government  to  reject  all  means  of  peace,  and  to  purfue,  at  alt 
hazards,  their  hoftile  deiigns  againft  the  profperityand  lafety  of  theft  king- 
doms. 

Thaty  on  the  failfi^  of  the  ncjociation  at  Paris,  his  Mujeily,  in  a  ma* 
nifefto  dated  the  27th  of  December,  X796,  wag  gracionfly  pleafed  *<  to  re- 
new, in  the  face  of  all  Europe,  the  fblemil  declaration  that,  whenever  his 
enemies  iboald  be  difpofed  to  enter  on  the  work  of  general  pacification,  in 
sfpirit  of  conciKsition  and  equity,  nothing  (hould  be  wanting  on  his  pait 
|a  eontribute  to  theaccomplifliment  of  that  great  object.** 

Th^t  on  the  rupture  of  the  fubfequent  negociations  at  L^fle,  his  Ma- 
jvfty  h^d  agpun  declared  in  a  manifefto,  dated  OAober  aS,  X797«  that  <*  He 
looked  With  apxioius  expe^ation  to  the  qioment  when  the  govemment  of 
France  ftiould  fliew  a  difpoiition  and  fpirit  at  tM  correfponding  to  his 
own,**  and  that  «  He  then  renewed  before  all  Europe  the  folcmn  dcclsra- 
lion,  that  he' was  y^  lefdy  to  conclude  peace  on  the  fame  moderate  and 
equitable  principles  and  terms  which  he  had  before  propoTed/* 

JThat  we,  his  Majcfty^s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fuhje^s,  the  lords  fpiri* 
tual  and  temporal  in  parliament  aflembled,  impreffcd  with  the  jufttcc  of 
thefe  fentiments,  ^nd  equally  anxious  for  the  re*e^ab1iihment  of  trarquii- 
lity,  and  for  the  prelervation  of  the  honour  and  dignity  of  his  M:<jeily*s 
crown  (of  which  we  are,  by  the  conftitution,  the  hereditary  advi^e^^), 
cannot  conceal  our  regret  at  perceiving  that  his  MajeHy  has  been  advifcd 
to  reje^  the  firft  overtures  for  a  general  pacification  on  the  part  of  the 
tnemy  i  and  we  beg  leave  paoft  humbly  to  implore  his  MajeAy  to  give  di. 

.  r^ftions- 
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rt£liont  for  the  immediate  renewal  (if  pofCble)  of  a  negociatjon  for  peaca 
wirh  the  Frtiich  RepubliCy  mod  feryently  befceching  His  Majefty  to  reciv 
to  tboTe  pririciples  of  m^dcittioQ  and  eqvify»  fo folcmnly  and fo  repeatedly 
avowed,  and  which,  if  ftriftly  adhered  t6»  mi^  either  cnfure  the  fpeed^ 
rifto  k  ion  of  all  the  bleifingt  o£  Peacty  or  render  our  enemies  alone  ao- 
eooniable  ior  a}l  the  caiamitief  tOQ  certai&(y  attendant  on  a  continuance  of 

,  *  *        *  • 

hoftili  ic8.  $  ' 

The  Earl  of  CarliJIe  rofe  to  fpeak  to  order.  He  lamented 
fo  frequently  to  obfcrve  tfie  Hpule  forgetful  of  its  own  fordfis* 
That  was,  he  be'^lievredy  the  iirft  time  that  any  noble  Lor4 
had  read  a  part  of  the  fpeech  of  another  noble  Lord>  aiid  :hc 
rofe  to  call  tKe  attention  of  the  lioufe  to  it,  becaufe  fuch  ir- 
r^ularities  would  increafe  upon  their  Lordfbips,  unlef$  the 
efiabliihed  forms  ef  the  Houfe  were  more  (^riflly  adhered  to. 

The  Duke  of  BtJ^ord  faid,  it  wks  not  a  fpeech,  but  an 
amendment,  which  feeling  himfelf  extremely  exhaufied,  he 
had  put  into  the  hands  of  his  noble  Friend  to  read  for  him, 
btit  was  not  confcious  at  the  time,  that  be  wfllinfringing  the 
jforms  of  the  Houfe  by  fp  doing* 

The  Earl  of  QarliJU  faid  it  was  extremely  painful  for  an 
individual  Peer  to  take  upon  himfelf  to  poipt  out  a  viola- 
tion of  order,  and  if  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  wo(J- 
iack  would  be  fo  good  as  to  enforce  order,  whenever  it  was 
Infringed,  it  would  be  more  regular;  but  he  muft  ilill  ob-- 
.ferve,  that  it  was  unufual  and  irregular  for  one  noble  Lord  to 
read  >  part  oF  the  fpeech  of  another  noble  Lord.  If  the 
noble '  Duke  had  found  himfelf  exhaufted,  he  might  have 
handed  the  latter  part  of  his  fpeech  to  the  Clerk  at  the  table 
to  read  for  him.  « 

The  Duke  of  Betifoiri  rofe  again  to  repeat,  that  it  was  not 
a  part  of  his  fpeech,  but  an  amendment  that  his  noble  Friend 
had  read  for  him. 

The  Earl  of  Carljlie  faid,  an  amendment  was  undoubtedl]f 
a  part  of  a  noble  Lord's  fpeech. 

'  Lbrd  Boringdon  faid,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  enter  into 
all  the  Various  topics  whigb  had  been  brought  forward  by  the 
noble  Duke  in  the  courle  of  the  fpeech  which  he  liad  juft 
delivered.  He  Ihould  abdain  from  doing  fo,  becaiife  a  great 
deal  of  what  hb  mu(l  fay  oil  fome  of  thefe  topics,  had  already 
been  anticipated  by  the  Secretary  of  State:  other  j3oints  had 
pcen  brought  forward  by  the  noble  Duke,  which  had  already 
tindergone  in  that  Houfe  at  differeif^t  times,  full  and  ample 
dlfcullion  j  arul  others  wtiicU  had  been  brought  forward  by 
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him  had  apf  cared  to  him  to  be  in  a  great  degree  irrelevant  to 
"the  prefeni  qiieflion,  which  waj  fimply.  whether  or  no  thty 
'would  or  would  hot  alTure  his  N^ajefty  of  their  fupport  in  the 
prefent  contcft,  until  fuch  time  as' it  flbould  appear  that,  in  any 
treaty  to  be  conchided  with  Franc?,  the  Iccurity  of  his  own 
dominions  and  of  Kuropc<:ou1d  in  any  manner  whatever  be 
litfl^ciently  provided  for.  He  could  not  Aite  the  qucftion 
more  fliortly  than  by  thus  quoting  the  woids  ufed  in  the  ot^ 
ficiafnote,  of  which  the  addrefs  before  them  exprefTcd  their 
approbation.  This,  he  faid,  was  fhe  fum  and  fubftancc  of 
the  addrefs  which  had  been  propofed  ;  and  it  was  from  being 
thoroughly  /pcrfuaded  that  ho  token  of  fuch  fecurity  exifttd 
at  the  prefent  moment,  arid  that  the  Ctfety  of  the  country 
wotild  in  a  great  degree  berilked  by  prefent  negociation,  that 
he  called  upon  their  Lordfhips  to  fupport  the  addrefs  which 
was  then  before  them.  That  the  fafety  of  the  couatiy 
would  at  leaft  have  been  riflced  by  prefent  negociation,  was 
a  matter,  he  faid,  not  incapable  of  proof.  A  revolution, 
'  perhaps  the  rnofl  important  of  arty  that  even  France  itfelf  had 
yet  witneffedjliad  lately  placed  upon  the  throne  of  power  m 
that  country — he  would  give  him  no  epithets — certainly  a 
mod  celebrated  and  extraordinary  man.  It  was  not,  how- 
ever, then  his  intention  to  enter  into  any  confideration  of  his 
perfonai  charafler;  it  was  fufficient  for  his  purpofe  if  he 
ilated  40  them  that  he  was  very  recently  arrived  at  the  poft 
he  occupied;  that  it  was  utterly  impoilible  to  guefs  how 
long  he  might  remain  thefe  ;  and  confequently,  equally  im* 
poflible  to  feel  any  fecurify  with  refpeft  to  his  power  of  ob- 
ferying  any  treaty  that .  might  be  concluded  with  him.  Did 
-he  with  to'  ftate  in  ftill  ftronger  terms  the  degree  of  rifle  to 
which  he  thought  prefent  negociation  would  have  fubjefted  * 
the  country,  he  might  obferve,  that  in  <;afe  of  Bonaparte's 
being  driven  frc>m  his  prefent  fitnation  (iio  impodible  event, 
he  believed,  in  the  apprehenfion  of  any  one),  how  probable  it 
was  that  he  might  be  replaced  by  that  faflion  whole  extermi- 
nating and  undifgiiifed  hatred  toward  this  country,  whofe  old 
'  cry  of  wari  eternal  war  with  England,  would  no  doxibt 
lead  them  to  put  an  immediate  end  to  any  treaty  which 
might  be  depending  between  the  two  countries.  In  this 
cafe  he  had  no  he  fit  at  ion  in  faying,  that  we  (hould  be  eh*  « 
tirely  at  the  mercy  of  France ;  and  not  only  that,  but' we 
Ihotild  have  the  fhaine  arid  mortification  of  knowing  that  we 
were  fo  entirely  from  our  own  hafte  and  our  own  impru- 
dence ;  and  that  it  was  our  own  miTcondufi  alone  which 
'       •    .  ••.  *    ■   had 
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hzd  driven  ns  frc»m  that  proud  pre-eminence  on  which  We  at 
prefent  ftood,  to  the  mo(t  difgraceful  fituation  in  which  any 
country  co'jid  Rand:  namely,  that  of  an  imploring  and  de-- 
pending  power,  at  the  foot  of  a  Jacobin  Direftory,  or  what- 
ever elfe  might  be  the  name  of  the  dignity  with  which  Bona- 
parte's fucceifors  might  chufeto  invtft  themfelves.  He  di^ 
not  traduce  the  country  when  he  faid,  that  we  jfhould  then 
ftand  at  the  mercy  of  trance.  He  would  not  jpretetid  to  de-* 
termine  what  triight  be  the  real  difpofitions  of  the  Firft  Con- 
ful  rclMMvc  to  general  pacification.  It  was,  however,  not  a 
little  remarkable,  that  thoujih  in  the  firlt  note  tranfmitteci  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  France,  his  Majefty  with  that  loy- 
alty and  good  faith  fo  well  becoming  his  charader,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  nation  of  which  he  was  the  chief,  exprefsly  dated 
his  intentions  ot  a6)ing  only  in  concert  with  his  allies,  it  was 
not  a  little  remarkable,  that  in  the  fecond  prcnch  note  not 
one  word  (bonld  be  faid  refptfling  peace  with  the  allies.  We 
were  exprefsly  invited  to  lend  plenipotepMaries  to  Dunkirk 
for  the  piirpofe  of  concluding  peace  between  England  and 
France,  and  no  reference  whatever  wasrjnade  to  any  of  thofc 
allies,  in  concert  wiih  whom  alone  his  Majefty  had  fo  pro- 
perly declared  his  intention  of  adting  He  argued,  therefore, 
that  even  if  we  had  acceded  to  the  Frenth  propofitions,  it 
was  highly  probable  we  might  have  left  in  exiflence  the  con- 
tinental war;  we  might  have  enabled  France,  in  a  certain 
degree,  to  have  ttreir^^'.hencd  and  recruited  her  forces  ;  we 
might  bafely  have  allovvtcl  her  to  bring  her  whole  (Ijength 
againd  the  power  now  in  alliance  with  ns ;  we  might  have 
left  alive  the  military  habits,  fpirit,  and  occupations  of  that 
military  nation  ;  and  we  might  have  pur  into  the  hands  of 
thefe  fncccffors  of  Bonaparte  (tor  he  would  hot  fuppofe  Bona- 
parte himfelf  to  be  a  faithlefsobferver  of  treaties) ;  we  might 
have  prepared  for  Bonaparte's  fuccefTors  a  power  nlore  for- 
midable than. that  now  enjoyed  by  Bonaparte  himfelf  ;  more 
formidable  from  its  intrinfic  ftrength  ;  m.ore  formidable  from 
the  views  and  principles  of  thofc  who  might  be  invefted 
with  it  t  but  abpvc  all,  more  formidable  from  the  deprefTed 
and  abjecTl  ila?e  in  which  moii  aflurtdly  it  vv(>uld,  under  fuch 
xircuiuUances,  hnd  this  country.  He  did  not  vilify  the 
cotmiry  when  he  itated  that  fuch,  in  all-human  probabilitv, 
would  be  the  fituation  in  which  England  would  then  be,  for 
it  was  utterly  impollible  to  C'Miceive  tneans  more  calculated 
to  damp  the  ardour,  and  chfck  the  enterprize  of  pur  fleets  ; 
to  deUroy  the  ijtfcipline  and  fptrit  of  our  armies  j  to  enfeeble 
Vol.  1.  iboQ.  E  c  cy^ry 
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every  branch  of  the  public  fcrvice  ;  and  to  transfufe  into  the 
public  mind  at  large,  fentimcnts  ofdidrufl  and  defpond^ncy, 
than  would  be  the  hafty  conclnfion  ot  an  infecurc  and  tern-  ' 
j)orary  peace,  and  the  infradjon  of  it  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy,  under  the  circumllanccs  which -he  had  been  defcrih- 
iug;  or  under  the  only  oiher  circuniftances  hy  which  fuch 
intra£lian  could  be  attempted  ;  he  meant,  by  ihe  rapid  fuc- 
ccfTion  of  innumerable  little  infults  and  provocations,  each 
of  them  perhaps,  laken  feparately,  of  no  great  magnitude  ; 
buf  when  prefTcd  one  upon  the  other,  a^  if  to  fee  to  what 
point  our  humiliation  would  be  carried,  abfolutdy  infupport-* 
able:    a   mode  of  proceeding  which  their  Lordlhips   w(>iT|d 
well  recolleft,  had  been  repeatedly  adopted  byihc  different  Ja- 
cobin governments  in  France  with  refocdl  to  foreign  countries. 
On  ihefe.  accoimts,  be  faid,  that  as  there  was  at  this  time  no 
mark  of  ftability  in  the  prcfcnt  government  of  France,  and 
confequenily  no  poflible  fecurity  for  the  obfervance  of  any 
ffeaty  that  might  be  concluded  with  it,  he  could  not  but 
think  that  it  would  be  the  height  of  niifconduQ  to  rifle  by 
nrefent  negociaii()n  all  the  numerous  advantages  which  the 
lirmncfs  and  perfcverancc  of  Parliament,   the  high  fpirit  of 
the  people,  and  the  energy  of  government,  had  fo  fuccefsfully 
combined  to  procure  us.     He  totally  differed  from  the  rK>ble 
Duke  in  his  opinion  that  the  pcrfonal  c*harafter  of  Bonaparte 
did  not  enter  into  the  prcfcnt  question  ;   fo  far  from  it,   the 
rifle  which  was  in  his  mind  attached  to  prefent  negociatioa 
was  greatly  augmented  by  it.     It  was  impoffiblc  for   their 
Lordfhips,  who  had  been  fuch  anxious  wiiiicfTcs  of  the  ex- 
traordinary events  which  the  laft  ten  years  had  produced  in 
Europe,  at  once  to  difmifs  from  their  recolleflion  what  was 
the  charailer^  and   what  had  been  the  part  siGtcd  in  thofe 
events  by  him,  in  whofe  perfon  was  now  concentrated  the 
whole  government  of  France.    It  would  be  difficult  for  their 
Lordlhips  to  believe  that  power  was^  in  this  inftance,  likely 
fo  produce  eifcdls  fo  oppofite  from  thofcT  which  were  ufually 
attributed  to  it.     That  it  was  here  fo  pijrticularly  likely  td 
foften  the  heart  of  one  who,  beyond  any  other  man,  appeared 
indifferent  to  the  lives  of  others;  that  it  (hould  here  eradicate 
every  inclination  to  deceit,  and  fubftituie  fmceriry  ;  that   i| 
Ihould  rcftrain  ambition  and  cngeiuler  mcdcrafion-.     He  was 
far  tiom  denying  that  fuch  an  alteration  might  take  place; 
but  at  lead  he  thought  he  was  jurtiftcd  in  entreating  them, 
in  a  mcafure  of  fuch  anxious  moment,  not  to  prefume  rtpori 
it  before  hand ;  and  at  lea(l>  to  have  the  common  prudence 

of 
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of  waiting  for  the  teft  of  experience,  and  ihe  evidence  of  fafts. 
It  haJ  been  faid  by  the  noble  Duke,  that  Minifters,  by  their 
infvvcrs  to  France  had  declared  eternal  war.  He  did  not  fee 
how  this  propofnion  could  be  proved.  It  appeared  to  hina, 
that  (hort  of  prefcnt  negociation,  they  could  not  have'morcJ 
ftrongly  exprelfed  his  Majefty's  anxious  defire  for  the  refto- 
ration  of  peace.  The  telt  of  experience,  and  the  evidehce  of 
fads  could,  in  fair  interpretaiion,  mean  nothing  elfe  thari 
that  his  Majefty  feels  it  to  be  hisduiyio  wait  to  fee.  whether 
the  power  of  the  prefent  ruler  in  France  fhouW  be  eftabliihedi 
and  whether,  contrary  to  prefent  ex peftation,  his  ufe  of  it 
Ihall  be  fuch  as  can  induce  his  Majefty  to  hope  f(5r  the  faith- 
ful ohfervance  of  any  treaty  that  might  be  concluded  with 
him.  He  had  not  been  inftalled  a  month  at  the  time  he 
was  fpcaking  ;  fo  that  his  Majefty's  Miniflers  could  fcarcely 
have  any  data  upon  which  to  proceed.  And  fuch  was  tho 
nature  of  the  French  revolution,  that  no  reference  to  the 
hil^ory  of  former  times  ;  no  rectirrence  even  to  thofe  extra- 
ordinary tranfaftions  of  which  France,  for  fo  many  years, 
had  been  the  melancholy  and  fanguinary  theatre,  could  in 
any  wav  lead  to  the  formation  of  a  pKuifible  cohjedture,  much 
lels  to  the  formation  of  fuch  a  reafonable  and  folid  opinion 
as  murt  neccflarily  be  adopted  before  they  could  horieftly  pro- 
ceed in  a  meafure  of  fuch  deep  and  momentous, importance. 
Surely,  in  waiting  for  the  teft  of  experience,  and  the  evidencd 
.of  fac^ts,  there  was  nothing  that  bore  the  appearance  of  un- 
wife  or  ufelefs  delay,  or  juftified  the  imputation  of  a  weak 
and  timid  policy.  In  Odlober  1795,  upon  the  eftabliftimeftt 
of  the  conftituiion  with  the  DTredory  and  the  two  Councils, 
his  Majefty,  upon  meeting  their  Lordfhips  in  Parliament," 
intimated  his  wifli  of  being  able  to  take  advantage  of  that 
crifis,  (ihould  it  end  a*  he  was  led  to  hope)  for  the  purpofe 
of  propofing  peace.  But  although  the  noble  Duke  had  ftated 
ii  to  be  in  December,*  it  was  not  till  the  March  following 
that  his  Majefty  thought  that  conftitution  fo  fufficiently  fet- 
tled as  to  juftify  him  in  making  propofals.of  peace  ;  which 
it  appeared  he  did  in  lliat  month  through  the  medium  of  hfs 
Minifter  in  Switzerland.  If  Miniftcrs  had  been  more  pre-^ 
cipitate  in  acknowledging  the  prefent,  than  they  were  the 
lart  conftitution,  the  noble  Duke  might  have  accufcd  theni 
of  having  done  fo  frorti  a  love  of  tyrantiy,   and  from  an 

•  Tli€  Duke  of  Bedford  was  corrtrft  in  \m  aflertion;  as  a  mefl^ge  re» 
fp»;.*iitig  peics  was  lent  by  liii  M<ijtfty  to  Poriiaincnt  on  the  eighth  ot  Dc» 
ccmb^r^  whichi  ^-obably,  Loii  ijaitngdon  had  forgotten* 
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anxiety  to  confirm  and  confolidate  a  conftitution  the  mod  ab- 
horrent, from  every  principle  of  liberty,  that  ever  was  im- 
fofed  by  the  arm  ot  power  on  a  fubdued  and  injured  people, 
f  government  was  juflified  in  paufmg  a  lliort  lime  after  the 
eftablifliment  of  the  lad  conditution,  at  lead  there  was  no- 
thing in  the  nature  of  the  prefent  which  could  prejudice  them 
more  in  its  favour.  He  made  no  comment  upon  peace  hav- 
ing been  propofed  to  them  on  this  lad  occafion,  becanfo  be- 
twixt powerful  and  independent  nations  that  circumdance 
makes  no  difference ;  nor  can  the  propofmg  peace  ever  be 
Con(idered»  in  itfelf,  either  as  an  a6l  of  humiliation  or  a  pledge 
of  fincjTfity*  The  noble  Duke  had  faid  that,  notwiihdand- 
ing  the  folemn  and  clear  manner  in  which  the  Secretary  of 
State  had  difclaimed  any  fuch  idea,  yet  neverthelefs  the. 
reftoration  of  monarchy  >vas  become  the^^^  ^ua  mn  of 
peace,  or,  at  lead,  of  negociation.  Thefe  accufations 
againd  Miniders  had  repeatedly  been  made  in  that  Houfe,  at 
different  periods  of  the  war ;  with  what  degree  of  corrcflnefs* 
the  negociations  at  Paris  and  Lide  would  determine.  He 
had  ever  confidejred  the  redoratton  of  monarchy  in  France  as 
ameans  to  peace,  and  in  no  way  as  a  jud  and  legitimate  end 
for  the  continuation  of  the  war.  For  his  own  jntrt,  he 
thought  it  highly  defirable  for  the  tranquility  of  Europe, 
though  he  bad^no  fcruple  in  faying,  that  it  was  an  event  of 
"which  he  did  pot  entertain  the  fame  expedations  with,  per- 
haps^ many  of  their  Lordftiips.  At  the  fame  time,  however, 
he  did  not  think  that  the  noble  Duke  could  be  borne  out  in  his 
ufe  of  the  epithets,  **  wild  and  frantic,"  which  he  had  applied 
to  fuch  an  expectation  ;  fmce.the  latcd  accoimts  from  France 
had  brought  the  intelligence  that  royalid  chiefs  were  in  Paris, 
treating  upon  an  apparently  equal  footing  with  the  g<n*iern- 
tnent,  and  obtaining  by  formal  treaty,, that  large  and  popu- 
lous clidri£U  (hould  be  exempted  from  contributing,  cither 
in  men  or  money,  to  the  wants  of  the  republic;  an  event 
which,  he  believed,  had  never  happened  during  any  period  of 
the  war.  The  noble  Duke  had  laid,  that  the  hrd  note  tranf- 
mitted  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  France,  was  not  one  which 
was  likely  to  induce  Bonaparte  to  acknowledge  the  original 
aggrefljon  of  France,  or  todifclaim  thofe  principles  which 
had  contributed  fo.much  to  the  commencement  and  conti* 
nuance  of  the  war.  This  he  denied,  and  in  fupport  of  his 
afTertion,  read  a  paragraph  from  Lord  Grenville's  note :  in 
that  paragraph  it  was  dated,  that  no  advantage  could  arife 
from  negociation  until  it  (hould  didindly  appear  that  the 
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,  caufes  and  principles  which  originally  produced  the  war  had 
ceafed  to  operate.  If  Bonaparte  was  really  fincere  in  bis 
profefllons  of  pea^ce,  this  would  naturally  have  induced  him^ 
if  not  to  make  any  new  profeilions  of  principles,  at  leall  to 
coufii^  (hofe  which  he  had  already  made  on  the  eve  of  his 
revc^Kution,  by  his  organ,  Boulay  de  la  Meurthe.  So  far, 
however,  from  that  having  been  the  cafe,  M.  Talleyrand,  iq 
his  fecond  note  is  made,  in  a  great  degree,  to  juftify  allthe 
exceflfes  of  the  former  governments,  ana  to  plead  the  caufe  of 
thofe  whofe  aggrcfTions  had  originally  provoked  the  war. 
Had  Bonaparte  been  really  defirous  of  peace,  is  it  not  pro- 
bable that  he  would  have  taken  advantage  of  the  invitation* 
which  he  had  jud  read»  to  announce  his  derelidlion  of  the 
principles  and  obje£ls  which  had  hitherto  guided  the  different 
governments  in  France^  and  to  confirm  thofe  prbfeflions 
which  he  had  made  through  Boulay  de  la  Meurthe  ?  His  or- 
gan, Bouiay  de  la  Meurthe,  is,  however,  ordered  to  renounce 
them  w.hen  no  negociation  is  depending ;  but  his  organ  TaU. 
ley  rand  when  negociation  is  depending  ;  when  he  is  invited 
to  renounce  them  \  and  when  the  renunciation  of  them  might 
remove  an  obftacle  to  peace :  his  organ  Talleyrand  is  then 
ordered  to  adopt  andjudify  them.  He  would  aik^  did  that 
look  like  a  fincere  delire  for  concluding  peace  ? 

The  noble  Duke  had  charged  his  Majefty's  Miniftcrs  with 
a  change  of  principle,  and  a  breach  of  promife,  in  not  ad- 
hering to  the  declaration  made  after  the  breaking  off  the  rie- 
fociations  at  Lifle.  He  would  ^  afk,  however,  did  the  noble 
)uke  conceive  that  that  declaration  w^as  to  remain  in  force  to 
the  end  of  time  ?  The  very  terms  in  which  it  was  couched 
proved,  that  no  fuch  intention  could  ever  have  been  enter- 
tained :  nor  could  it  reafonably  be  fuppofed,  that  the  fam^ 
condu£l  could  be  adopted  in  fituations  fo  extremely  diiFerent. 
Since  then,  Italy  had  been  refcued  from  the  tyranny  of  it& 
invaders,  the  flower  of  the  French  army  had. been  deltroyed 
in  Africa,  the  glorious  and  immortal  battle  of  the  Nile  had 
been  obtained.  Could  it  be  expected,  then,  that  we  fhould 
now  accede  to  the  fame  terms  to  which  we  then  offered  to 
agree,  or  that  a  declaration  (hould  be  binding  two. or  three 
years  after  it  has  been  ilHied  ? 

T\\z  nsble  Duke  had  bceti  led  to  hope,  that  any  negocia- 
tions  for  a  peace  would  now  be  crowned  with  fuccefs,  be- 
caufe,  he  faid,  the  rulers  and  the  people  of  France  both 
equally  wifbed  it.  He  mod  fincerely  believed  that  the  people. 
ot  France  had  been  long  tired  of  the  war,  and  moilanxi- 
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<>ufly  wUhed  for  th*  rcftoration  of  tranquillity  and  peace* 
But  he  would  aflc,  fmce  the  death  of  Robefpierre,  whether 
every  French  government  had  not  made  the  fame  pacific  pro- 
felOiJDs  ?  Each  taction,  as  it  came  into  power,  had  held  out 
the  fame  allurements,  but  each  had  been^  aduated  bjii.  the 
fame  infatiable  ambiti(5n.  Each  fa£lion  had  made  preten* 
iions  to  equity  and  honour,  and  each  had  proved  unjtift  and 
perfidious.  Upon  the  whole,  it  was  upon  the  grounds  of  his 
thinking  that  there  was  no  prefent  mark  of  ftability  in  the 
government  of  France  ;  that  the  nature  and  charafter  of  that 
government  juftiBed  cur  expeflation  of  fomeihing  beyond 
toere  profeifton  ;  that  tKeftr  circum(tancc5  called  upon  them 
to  affure  his.  Majcfty  of  their  fupport,  until  fuch  time  as  it 
ibould  appear  that  in  any  treaty  to  be  concluded  with  France, 
the  fecurity  of  his  own  dominions,  and  of  Europe,  could  in 
any  manner  whatever  be  fufficiently  provided  for*  It  was 
upon  the  grounds  of  his  feeling  confident,  that  his  Majcfty's 
anxiety  for  the  eafe  and  welfare  of  his  people  would  lead 
him  to  look  with  impatience  to  that  period,  that  he  called 
upon  their  Lor^fliips  to  lupport  the  addrcfs  as  it  had  been 
originally  moved. 

IfOrd  Roninej  fald,  he  never  rofe  in  that  Hoijfe  under  fuch 
painful  feelings,  as  he  then  did,  having  the  misfortune  to 
differ  both  from  his  noble  Relation  (Lord  Grenville),  and  the  . 
noble  Duke.  He  lamented  this  the  more,  as  he  highly  ap- 
proved of  the  general  tenor  of  the  conduft  of  Minifters,  and 
thought  the  people  at  large  under  deep  obligations  to  them 
for  their  manly,  vigorous*  and  perfevering  exertions  which 
he,  in  his  confcience,  believed,  had  been  the  means  of  faving 
the  country.  The  public,  with  very  few  exceptions,  had 
felt  an  almod  perfe£l  utlanimity  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  profc- 
cution  of  the  war,  and  he  dreaded  that  the  difference  of  opi- 
laion,  which  the  paper  might  give  rife  to,  woeld  break  that 
unanimity.  F^)r  his  own  part,  though  he  could  by  no  means 
concur  in  the  amendment  moved  by  the  noble  Duke,  yet  he 
ihuft  fay,  that  in  their  anfwers  to  Bonaparte's  letter  to  his 
Majefty,  and  thejettcr  of  M.  Talleyrand,  Minifters  did  not 
appear  to  him  to  have  taken  the  moll  advantaged  ground. 
In  the  fecond  letter,  in  reply  to  M.  Talleyrand,^  it  is  Hated 
\\iz\  his  Majcfty  refers  the  Miiijftcr  for  Foreign  Affairs  in 
France,  "  to  the  anfwer  which  he  h^s  already  given,"  and 
then  it  goes  on  to  fay,  .'*  that  he  has  explained  ((Till  fpeaking 
of  his  Majefty),  without  referve,  the  obftacles  which,  in  his 
judgment,  precluded  at  the  prefent  moment  all  hope  of  ad- 
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vantage  from  negocidtiooy  ice.  fie.**  Now  to  underftand  ibis^ 
every  man  is  obnged  to  look  back  to  the  firft  letter,  and  thert 
he  finds  it  is  faid,  that  *'  i\ic  bed  and  moft  natural  pledge  of 
its  reality  and  permanence  (meaning  a  change  of  principlet 
in  the  rulers  of  the  Frencii  republic/  would  be  the  reftora* 
lion  of  that  line  of  princes  which,   for  fo  many  centuries, 
maintained  the  French  nation  in  profperity  at  home  and  re- 
fpe£l  abroad."     It  is  true,  that  his  Mujefty  is  after^^'a^ds  faid 
to  prefcribe  to  France  what  (hall   be   the  form  of  her  go*^ 
vernment ;  but  he  really  thought  if  the  reference  had  beea  , 
omitted  in   the  fccond  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  if 
would  have  be^cn  better,  becaufe,  as  it  now  Aood,  It  might 
e:^cite  a  jealoufy,   that  this  country  did  pertinacioufly  perfe* 
vere  in  making  the  reftoration  of  monarchy   to  France  the 
fo)c  bone  of  contention.     He  alfo  thought  differently  from 
his  noble  Relation  as  to  fome  of  the  do3rines  laid  down  ia 
his  fpeech,  cfpecially  when  he  faid  broadly,  and  without  any 
qualification,  that  no   man  could  differ  from  the  cone  In  Hon 
he  had  flated,  without  a  derelidioo  of  his  former  principles* 
)t  appeared  to  becaiiing  an  unfair  and  unmerited  fliir  upon 
fuch  noble  Lords  who  had  chearfully  fupported  Miniflers  in 
their  meafures  during  the  war,  but  who,  lik^  himfclf,  hap« 
pened  unfortunately  to  difTer  wiih   them  in  opinion  on  tho 
prefent  occafion.     With  regard  to,  Bonaparte's  good  faiths 
he  certainly  did  not  entertain  the  mod  favourable  opinion  of 
it,  but  we  had  feen  but  too  many  proofs  of  the  bad  faith  of 
the  Bourbons,  while  that  family  filled  the  throne  of  France, 
to  make  the  doubt  of  Bonaparte's  flncerity  a  matter  of  fuf-- 
ficient  confequence  to  prevent  the  opening   a.  negociation 
with  the  prefent  rulers  of  the  French  republic.     He  thought 
we  might  fairly  have  faid  to  them>  "  by  your  overtures  you 
cxprefs  a  defire  fur  peace  ;  we  have  a<flcd  upon  fuch  an  iai-» 
pulfe  in  two  feparate  ncgociations  with  yon,  anJ,  in  the  iaft,. 
have  delivered  in  a /r»/V/ of  our  terms.     Da  you,  now,  let 
us  know  your  terms,  and  fee  what  yon  prupofe.'*     Thislan«T 
guage  might  have  been  held,  and  >hc  negociation  proceeded 
without  any  armi(iicc  or  fufpenilon  of  hnliilities,  becaufe 
what  had   pail,  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  yvar,  (hewed  the 
advantage  that  had  been  taken  of  armiilices  and  fisfpenfions 
of  hoftilities.    At  prefent  hoflilitiesare  neccffarily  fufjpended, 
but  each  party  might  have  gone  on  in  the   mean  time  as  vU 
goroufly  as  ever  in  preparations,  for  the  profecuticn  of  the 
war  at  the  beginning  of  the  campaign.     It    was  to  be  re- 
inemberedi  that  our  former  ncgociations  were  cgmt^cnced, 
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that  at  Lifle  efatchWyy  after  the  treaty  of  Campo  Formio,  and 
that  we  now  (tood  in  very  diiFerent  circiimftances.  At  that 
time  we  were  then  almoft  left  alone,  having  been  defertcd  by 
our  allies,  Auftria  and  Pruflia.  Even  then  the  fpirit  of  the 
country  boxeup  manfully  againft  the  difficulties  of  our  fitua-* 
tion^  and  he  had  not  the  fmalleft  doubt,  that  it  would  ftand 
forward  with  the  fame  fpirit  again,  (hould  we  unfortunately 
feel  a  like  emergency.  At  prefent  we  had  powerful  allies, 
and  the  diiFerent  armies  of 'Aufiria  and  RufTia  are  likely  to 
take  the  field  at  the  opening  of  the  campaign  in  greater 
force  than  ever.  There  is  one  particular  in  which  he  owned 
he  was  perfefily  ignorant,  though  he  had  endeavoured  to 
gain  infortnation  from  all  quarters,  and  that  is,  whether  the 
Chouans  are  in  force  or  not.  But  whether  they  are  in  force 
or  nor,  no  danger  could  accrue  to  them,  or  the  hopes  of  this 
country,  founded  on  (heir  co-operation,  by  opening  a  nego-* 
ciation  with  the  rulers  of  the  French  republic.  Befides  Bo- 
naparte's language  is  entirely  changed.  His  profeflions  are 
of  a  pacific  nature,  and  however  much  we  may  doubt  bis 
fmcerity,  how  can  it  be  afcertained  but  by  a  negociation  i 
We  cannot  fuppofe  that  a  great  nation  like  France,  how- 
ever crippled  in  her  power  for  the  prefent,  will  fall  in  with 
our  prejudices,  and  make  all  the  concefTions  that  we  may  re- 
quire. But  there  Could  be  no  harm  in  hearing  what  terms 
Bonaparte  might  have  to  offer  ;  (hoiild  they  prove  unreafon- 
ableand  inadmifUble,  we  (hould  have  it  in  our  power  to  re* 
jed  them  with  the  difjain  they  might  deferve,  and  in  that 
cafe,  the  odium  of  continuing  the  war  would  be  thrown  qn 
Bonaparte,  and  the  fpirit  of  this  country  would  rife  flill 
higher  in  confequence,  and  every  Englifhman  would  unite 
and  join  heart  and  hand  in  chearfully  contributing  to  enable 
the  executive  government  to  proiccute  the  war  with  vigour- 
A  great  deal  ot  confideration  was  due  to  the  country,  which 
had  made  prodigious  (Iruggles  to  fupport  the  war  ;  the  country 
w^s  in  fail  bleeding  at  every  pore,  and  the  people,  with  great 
diSBculty,  but  without  relu3ance,  had  continued  to  bear  the 
heavy  burthens  that  the  continuance  of  the  war  rendered  ne* 
cefTary :  not  that  he  intended  by  any  means  to  recommend 
too  implicit  a  reliance  on  the  (inceriiy  of  the  nrefent  rulers 
of  the  French  republic*     He  had  noi  forgot  the  old  maxim/ 

Timeo  Danaos  etdona  fercotcs} 

and  whether  he  was  fighting  with  a  Bonaparte  or  a  Bourbon, 
he  ihould  always  a£i  with  that  degree  of  fufpiciony  whick 
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policy  and  prudence  diflated.  He  ftiU,  however,  thought  to 
carry  our  fufpicions  fo  far,  as  to  make  them  the' ground  of 
refuling  even  to  open  a  negociation  was  neither  wife  nor 
rcafonable.  Indeed  he  feared  that  a  high  fenfe  of  the  blef- 
iings  thatEnglifhmen  derived  under  onr  free  conftitution  and 
equitable'] a W3y  fo  wifely  and  impartially  adoiiniftered  under 
the  government  of  his  Majefty,  a  prince  whofe  eminent  vir^ 
nies,  moderation,  and  parental  care  of  his  pcople>  rendered 
him  the  juft  objeS  of  their  regard  and  adoration,  might  a 
little  too  much  elate  the  minds  of  Britilh  fubjeds,  !ind  in« 
duce  them  to  look  down  'on  the  vices  of  thofe  in  power  in 
other  countries,  and  the  miferies  fuflained  by  thofe  under 
their  dominion>  with  too  lofty  a  difdain,  and  a  conftderation 
bordering  upon  cojitempt.  Such  a  feeling  was  natural,  but, 
in  great  political  circumftances,  it  ought  not  to  be  cherilhed 
to  the  exciufion  of  all  candour  toward  foreign  nations. 

His  Lord(hip  faid,  painful  as  it  really  was  to  differ  from 
his  noble  Friend,  he  thought  it  more  becoming,  and  confident 
with  his  duly  as  a  Peer  of  Parliament,  to  deliver  his  fenti^ 
ments  fuch  as  they  were,  and  ill  as  they  had  been  exprelTed^ 
than  to  fitfdent  when  an  addrefs  was  the  queilion,  for  which, 
for  the  reafons  he  had  dated,  he  could  not  bring  himfelf  to 
vote;  At  the^  fame  time  he  begged  to  have  it  underflood, 
that  however  bis  opinion,  and  that  of  his  Majefty's  Mini* 
iters,  might  differ  on  this  occafion,  he  wifhed  to  be  confidered 
as  their  warm  friend  and  well-wiflier.  His  Lordfhip  coit- 
duded  with  returning  thanks  to  the  Houfe  for  their  indulgence 
in  fo  patiently  attending  to  him. 

Lord  Grenville  rofe  merely  to  aflure  the  noble  Lord,  that 
much  as  had  been  faid  refpefling  thofe  noble  Lords  who  had 
fupported  the  meafures  of  adminiftration  during  the  v^r, 
and  who  might  differ  from  him  on  the  prefent  occafion,  that 
he  meant  not  to  cafl  the  fmalleft  refledion  on  ^ny  noble 
Lord  whomight  differ  from  him  that  day,  much  lefs  upon 
his  noble  Relation,  whofe  zeal  for  the  welfare  of  his  country, 
and  whofe  charaQer  for  integrity  and  fino^rity,  he  (hould  be 
proud  on  all  occafions  to  acknowledge. 

Lord  Carlijle^  in  reply  to  the  noble  Duke's  queftlon  for 
what  the  war  commenced,  and  what  had  been  its  objeft,  faid* 
that  this  was  not  a  war  to,preferve  a  trifling  colony,  or  to 
gain  an  extenfion  of  dominion,  but  a  war  to  preferve  our 
laws,  our  liberty,  our  religion,  our  property — every  thing  we 
hold  dear.  We  fight  fpr  fecurity,  and  we  (hould  accept  of 
no  offers  of  peace  until  it  is  eftablifhed  on  a  permanent  bafis* 
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By  carrying  on  the  war  we  have  obtained  every  objeA  we 
yropofed  to  ourfelves  in  beginning  it.     We  have  deftroyed 
thafnaonfier  which  preyed  upori  the  vitals  of  fhe  con&itutionj. 
and  threatened  its  exiftenCe.     We  have  checked  the  career 
oF  the  conquefts  of  France,   which,  there  was  reafon  ta 
dreads  would  fpread  mifery  and  defolation  over  every  country 
in  Europe.     We  had  obtained  fecurity :  fecurity  we  (hould 
continue  to  enjoy  by  perfcvcring  in  the  conteft,  and  in  this 
•way  alone.     He  was  confident  that  to  enter  into  a  negocia- 
tion  at  prefcnt    would  be  to  ruin  the  country.     He  would 
therefore  vote  heartily  for  the  addrefs.'   The  whole  debate 
hitherto  had  appeared  to  him  to  be  wholly  irregular,  and  in 
fome  meafure  unconllitutional,  as  it  touched  on  the  royal 
prerogative,  which  furely  was  competent,  indeed  cxclufively 
(b,  by  the  conftitution,  to  the  condudl:  of  all  treaties.     To 
this  irregularity  he  imputed  the  variety  of  opinion  that  had 
bpen  dated.     Only  three  noble  Lords  had  delivered  their 
fentiments,  and  two  of  them  condemned  the.  papers,  but 
uppn  different  grounds.     He  thought  it  would  have  been 
more  prudent  had  the  addrefs  been  confined  to  thanking  his 
Majerty  for  his  gracious  communication,  and  not  have  given 
any  opinion  upon  the  condudl  of  the  executive  government* 
They  were  already  pledged  to  continue  the  war  till  the  rc- 
fponfible  Miniltcrs  of  ihejcrown  (hould  fay  that  the  period  was 
come  when  peace  would  be  fecure.   This  was  a  fubjeA  unfit, 
for  their  dilcutlion  ;  who  could  not  have  full  information 
on  the  fubjcft.     They  only  knew  a  part  of  the  tranfadion, 
and  Minillers  miglit,  not  improbably,  have  reafons  unknown 
to  them,  to  juftify  the  firm  anfwers  which  had  been  returned 
to  the  overtures  of  the  French  government.     He  thought 
very  highly  of  Minifters:  they  had  by  their  prudence  and 
ftcadincfs  favcd  the  coimtry,  which   would  inevitably  have 
been  ruined,    had  the  oppoiiiion  been  allowed  to  carry  into 
execution  their  impolitic  projects.     He  only  wilhed  that 
they  would  not  (bift  the  refpoufibiliiy  which  they  themfelves 
arc  fo  able  to  bear,  upon  others  who  niuft  nccetfarily  be  in- 
competent judges.      He   would  make  no   fpecific  motion 
upon  this  fubjcci,  but  he  could  not  help  taking  notice  of  it. 
Lord  Hdluttd  faid,  tl,iat  the  noble  Secretary  of  State  had 
begun  his^fpcech  with  dating,  that  the  approbation  of  the 
conduft  of  Minifters,  in  the  correfpondcnce  ujuier  confidera^ 
tion,  was  an  undeniable  confequcncc  of  the  former  votes  of 
the  Houfe.     By  this  pofiiion  he  endeavoured  to  entrap  thofe 
who  had  formerly  fupportcd  their  mcafuas  into  an  implicit. 
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acquiefcence  in  every  part  of  their  conduft.  Nothing,  hovv- 
ever,  could  be  more  unfounded  than  this  conduiion. ,  For 
hh  own  part,  he  had  not  th=e  honour  of  being  in  the  Houfe 
when  the  firft  refolutions  refpefting  the  war  were  adopted'; 
but  wheii,  during  the  preceding  part  of  the  prefcnt  feffioa 
he  had  made  a  morion  for  peace,  that  motion  was  refifted  on 
grounds  totally  different  from  ihofe  which  the  noble  Secretary 
had  taken  up  for  hi«  defence,  in  refufing  the  overture  of  the 
French  government,  and  every  noble  Lord  who  had  fpoken, 
whatever  his  fentiitients  were,  admitted,  that  circumflances 
were  materially  changed.  Foi'merly  it  was  the  conftant 
anfwer  to  every  motion  that  pointed  tof)eace,  thatjthe  ambi- 
tion of  France  was  in^att^ble ;  that  flje  refiifed  to  liilen  \6 
any  terms  of  accommodation.  But  after  the  Houfe  had  f6 
decidedly  exjpreffed  their  approbation  of  the  declaration  of^ 
Miniflers  after  the  rupture  of  the  negociations  at  Paris  and 
Lifle;  when  ttie  Houfe  had  exprcflcd  its  opinion  in  favour 
of  the  profeflion  they.contained  of  a  rcadinefs  to  treat  when- 
ever the  enemy  difcovered  a  fimilar  difpofition,  furely  it  was 
not  an  undeniable  con fequence  of  any  former  vote,  that  their 
Lord^ips  (hoUld  now  approVc  of  the  conduct  of  adminiftra- 
tion,  in  refuflng  to  enter  upon  negociation.  One  great  point 
was  now  afccriained  by  the  correfpcndence,  which,  in  a  nioft 
important  degree,  changed  the  relative  Gtuation  of  the  two 
powers.  We  could  no  longer  fay,  as  formerly,  that  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  war  was  to  beafcribed  to  the  avowed  animo- 
lityof  the  enemy.  What  then  are  the  arguments  by  which 
this  ftep  is  juftified?  What  are  the  objiedl ions  now  urged  to 
any  negociation  with  the  prefent  government  of  France  ? 
There  was  one  circumftance  of  which  he  could  not  help 
'taking  notice,  becaufe  it  feemed  to  proceed  on  an  objcflion 
which  had  not  been  openly  acknowledged,  and  he  hoped  did 
not  cxift  at  all;  it  was  remarkable,  that  in  the  title  of  the 
corrcfpondence,  there  was  a  ftudied  anxiety  to  avoid  giving 
Bonaparte  the  title  which  belonged  to  him  as  chit- f  Conful  of 
the  French  republic.  He  was  ftyled  General  Bonaparte. 
This  appeared  to  proceed  from  a  wilh  not  to  recognize  him 
in  the  charaifter  which  he  claimed.  Certainly,  However^  a 
negociation  with  a  government- did  not  fanftion  that  gnvern- 
ment.  It  was  merely  a  recognition  of  power,  and  noiMng 
m6ie.  But  the  recency  of  the  late  revolution  in  France  was 
oftc  of  the  principal  objedions  infixed  upon.  On  former 
occafions,  Minifters  themfelves  had  not  confidcred  fuch  a 
circumftance  as  affording  any  objcfiion  to  ncgociate,  as  of 
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iifcif  It  could  be  none.  When  the  late  conftiiution  of  (lie 
Freneh  republic  was  edablifhed,  Miniders,  by  a  meflage  dn 
the  8th  of  December,  1795,  adn^itted  tliat  a  crifls  was  af)- 
proaching  that  might  lead  to  the  termination  of  the  conteff. 
On  that  occafton  fix  weeks  had  been  fuflicient  to  determine 
their  minds.  What  greater  objedidn  then  could  apply  to 
the  prefent  government  of  France,  that  could  render  it  im- 
proper to  treat  with  thofe  whom  it  has  placed  in  authority  ? 
Was  there  any  greater  appearance  of  inftability  in  this  go- 
vernment, thail  in  that  which  had  fatisfied  Miniders  on  fo 
fhort  a  trial  ?  Now  the  inftability  of  the  new  order  of  things 
is  an  infuperable  obje£iion  \  furely,  after  having  approved 
of  Miniders  for  proceeding  to  negociation  with  a  new  eda- 
blilhment,  it  was  not  an  undeniable  confequence  that  they 
fhould  approve  the  condud  of  Miniders  in  ailing  in  a  man- 
ner diametrically  oppofit^  to  that  which  they  fubmitted  to 
the  fan&ion  of  parliament.  Another  objefiion  was  to  the 
principle  of  the  French  republic:  thar  principle,  then,  was  of 
two  kinds,  revolutionary  and  ambitiojis  ;  but  would  any  man 
now  contend  that  ihore  danijtr  was  to  be  apprehended  from 
the  prefent  governrftent  oi  France  than  any  former  one? 
Was  not  the  direft  contrary  the  cafe — had  not  every  thing 
alarming,  every  thing  of  dcftrndlve  tendency  ahd  pernicious 
exan^ple  in  political  principle  been  given  up  and  abandoned 
under  the  prefent  fyftem  r  It  was  clear,  then,  that  the  ob- 
jedlion  did  not  lie  againd  the  revolutionary  principle  of  the 
new  government.  Was  its  ambition  then  fo  dangerous  now  ? 
That  the  condiiS  of  France  had  been  dctcdable  on  different 
occafions,  he  did  not  difpute;  it  was  hot  his  with  or  inten- 
tion to  judify  its  proceedings ;  but  it  was  faid,  the  republic 
had  broken  every  treaty  it  had  concluded.  The  noble  Lord, 
on  this  point,  perhaps,  might  have  leftfmore  drength  to  his 
argument  if  he  had  omitted  certain  treaties  in  the  en»  mcra- 
tion  ;  for  inftance,  it  was  by  no  means  clear  that  x'hc  French 
had  violated  the  treaty  with  Prudia.  This  was  the  cafe  that 
was  mod  applicable  to  this  county,  and  it  was  not  made  out 
that  the  French  had  been  guilty  of  ^y  violation  of  it.  At 
arvy  rate,  however,  that  violation  of  treaty  did  not  ferve  the 
purpofe  for  which  it  was  brought  forward.  It  afforded  no 
proof  of  infecurity  from  the"  indabi)i<^,  of  the  new  govern- 
ment :  for  mod  of  the  treaties  alluded  lo  h^d  been  violated  by. 
the  fame  government  by  which  they  were  concludetl.  As  to 
the  ambition  which  chara6lerized  the  prefent  government, 
that  was  a  confideration  that  might. have  weight  in  the'ar- 
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langement  of  tenns,  il  was  not  a  preliminary  objedion  pre* 
clufive  of  ail  treaty.  But  what  proof  elfe  could  be  given  of 
an  abandonment  of  dangerous  views  and  exorbitant  preten- 
iionSy  but  a  negociation  in  which  either  ambition  or  modera- 
tion Would  be  diiplayed?  It  was  faid,  likewife,  that  Bona- 
parte might  be  infincere.  Cafes  might  be  fuppofed,  in  which 
(Irong  grounds  to  fufpefi  the  (incerity  of  an  overture  might 

1*uftify  a  refulal  to  negociate,  efpecially  if  negociation  might 
ead  to  danger.  Nothing  like  this  was  the  cafe  here.  There 
were  no  good  reafons  to  imagine  that  the  French  government 
was  infincere.  On  the  contrary,  every  day  tended  to  de- 
snonftrate  its  fincerity.  It  had  done  all  that  depended  on  it- 
felf  to  evince  that  difpodtion.  What  elfe  could  be  expe£led 
from  Bonaparte  ?  Was  it  reafonable  to  fuppofe  that  he  fliould 
admit  that  the  guilt  of  the  original  aggreiHon  lay  with  France? 
This  was  a  point  which  ought  not  to  have  come  Into  difcuf- 
fion.  He  was  happy  here  to  find,  that  againft  the  noble  Se- 
cretary's prefent  arguments,  he  could  produte  his  own  au- 
thority :  It)  an  official  correfpendence  during  a- former  nego- 
ciatioi)>  the  noble  Lord,  in  a  note  to  the  French  government^ 
exprefsly  ftated,  that  there  was  no  reafon  to  go  into  the  quef- 
tion  who  was  right  or  wrong,  in  a  preceding  negociation  ; 
the  obje6l  was  to  negociate  upon  the  adtual  circumftances  of 
relative  fituation,  and  upon  the  real  grounds  in  difpute.  It 
was  not  Talleyrand  who  began  this  contefl  about  the  original 
aggreflion ;  he  did  not,  like  our  Minifters,  talk  in  a  haughty 
lone,  and  throw  out  fevere  reproach  ami  pointed  infult :  Tal- 
leyrand merely  ftates  that  the  original  aggreflion  was  not  the 
queftion ;  and  it  was  the  poflibility  of  arrangement  that  alone 
ought  to  be  confidered.  Upon  this  point,  however,  the  noble 
Secretary  had  thought  proper  to  employ  one-third  of  his 
fpeech.  After  dwelling  upon  the  objc£lions  to  peace,  how- 
ever, the  noble  Secretary  did  not  fay  how  it  was  to  be  ob- 
tained. The  note  in  anfwer  to  Bonaparte's  communication 
hinted  at  a  mode,  indeed  ;  but  what  was  ihat  i  Suppofe  that 
Bonaparte,  dcfirous  to  obtain  peace  by  every  means,  (hould 
fit  down  to  confider  how  he  could  fucceed  in  the  objeft  of 
his  wifhes ;  what  doKs  the  note,  then,  allow  him  to  do  ?  He 
would  find,  indeed,  that  the  reftoration  of  the  hereditary  line 
of  kings  is  the  onlvcafe  in  which  a  fpcedy*  peace  is  admitted 
to  be  poffible :  hjstfBFn  government  muft  be  proved  by. expe- 
rience", and  the  evidence  of  faSs,  before  it  is  admitted  to 
negociate.  But  what  is  this  experience  and  evidence  of  fa£ls  ? 
Formerly  iix  weeks  were  judged  fufficicnt ;  now  the  proba-^ 
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tkm  reijniretJ  is  neither  afcertained  by  hs  ^tiratrotii  nor  by 
the  mode  in  which  it  is  to  be  conddAed.  In'fa'tft,  therefore, 
th€  rcftar«ion  of  the  hereditary  line  of  kings  was  the  only 
alternative  in  which  immediate  negotiation  was  admitted 
by  Miniftcrs.  But,  furely,  if  the  ambition  of  the  French 
nrpublic  was.fo  formidable,  we  could  not  forget  this  ground- 
of  apprehenfion,  and  this  fource  of  danger,  when  wc  talk- 
ed of  reftoring  the  Houfc  of  Bourbof .  Had  we  forgot 
the  recorded  charges  of  the  Parliament  of  this  country 
aigainil  the  ambition  of  the  French  monarchs  of  that  Houfe»  at 
various  periods  ?  Had  we  forgotten  their  almoft  proverbial 
ambition  ?  And  was  their  refioration  the  remedy  for  evih 
arifing  from  fuch  a  fource?  Every  Frenchman,  however, 
fufpeded  thai  the  rclloration  of  the  ancient  family  would  be 
fo  clogged  as  to  render  France  inftgnihcant.  Frenchmen, 
therefore,  could  not  be  fuppofed  to^nter  into  owr  views  in 
that  refpeft.  As  to  that  event,  if  it  were  likely  to  take  place, 
hfe  perhaps  differed  from  many  nobl?  Lords.  It  did  not  feeni 
fo  dcfirablc  as  fome  imagined.  He  did  not  look  upon  it  as 
affording  the  profpeA  cither  of  much  tranquillity  or  happi- 
ncfs  to  France ;  it  was  faid  in  the  note  in  reply  to  the  firft 
commn'nication  from  the  French  government,  that  the  moft 
natural  pledge  ihcy  could  give  of  founder  principles,  was  the 
leiloration  of  that  family  which  had  maintained  France  In 

frofpcriiy  at  home,  and  in  refoed  aitd  confideration  abroad, 
t  was,  indeed,  rather  a  fingufar  ctrcamftance,  to  ohfervc  fo 
much  anxiety  in  MinifterS  for  the  profperity  of  France. 
But  what  refpeA  and  conGderation  was  here  alluded  to?  Was 
it  the  reTpeft  of  juftice,  of  moderation,  of  wifdom,  fidelity 
at)d  nprightncfs?  No  ;  it  was  the  refpeft  arifmg  from  the  . 
power  of  France,  and  was  founded  on  no  better  claims.  To 
promote  the  ipternal  profperity,  and  the  external  refped 
and  renown  of  the  French  monarchs,  furely  wcnild  not  be 
confiiicred  as  Briiifh  ohjcfts  ;  and  to  purfue  them,  wotild  be 
it>  do  that  which  Minifters  had  fo  oficn  ihiputcd  to  the  Ja- 
cobins, feel  an  intercft  for  France  without  any  regard  to  the 
feciitity  of  our  own  country,  and  its  fiipcriortitlc  to  our  fup- 
ptrrt.  France  thenjby  the  deciiion  of  Minifters,  war  to  be 
put  in  a  ftate  of  probation,  if  (he  refufed  the  alternative  of 
the  reftoration  of  loyalty,  till  (he  hadi^nounced  all  the  prin- 
ciples ct>mplainetl  of»  or  till  Convinced  by  fuch  argttmehts  as 
thofc  of  the  noble  Secretary,  (he  was  ready  to  acknowledge 
the  gtiilt  of  original. aggreffion.  But  how  were  we  to  be  &- 
tisiitd  that  thlle  change)  had  taken  place  unlefs  we  agreed 
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t^rnegociate.  The -noble  Lord  had  itated  'with  oiuch  pomp 
apd  folemnityy  that  th«  fecond  letter  of  Talleyrand  contained 
a  principle  more  delegable  than  any  of  the  very  word  periods 
of  the  re^ution.  On  hetiring  this  aflertton  hse  had  perufcd 
the  letter  with  additional  attention,  but  he  could  discover  in 
it  nothing  of  this  dreidfui  defcription.  The  French  Minitter 
did  riot  defend  every  z£k  of  every  preceding  government.  '  He 
dated  that  the  perfeverance  of  this  country  had  driven  France 
into  ejcceifes.  Unfortunately,  it  v^as  too  true  that  the  ex- 
ample of  this  country  might  give  to  France  an  apologyfor 
fooie  parts  of  her  violence.  What  had  been  our  condu6t  to 
neutral  powers?  Had  we  not  violated  the  ncittrality  of  the 
Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany,  in  fpiteof  the  mofl  fclcmii  tieaties? 
Had  }Kt  not  violated  the  neutrality  of  Genoa  r  Wl^iat  was  the 
coodu^l  of  our  allies  r  Did  not  the  RulJians  violate  the  neu- 
trality of  other  Hates?  Dkl  it  not  prefcribe  to  the  king  of 
I>cnroaik  that  no  clubs  Ihould  be  perroitted  in  his  domi- 
nions ?  He  was  aware  that  to  provethat  'we,  or  our  allies, 
were  guUiy  of  the  lame  crime,  did  not  exculpate  the  French; 
but  when  we  faw  fuch  unjuAifidble  proceedings  on  the  fidk 
of  thofe  wlio  raarle  the  crimes  of  France  the  caufe  of  the  war, 
it  proved  that  thift  was  nothing  but  a  pretext.  Ambition 
was  ol^ie^ed  to  France*  but  was  France  the  only  ambitious 
power^  if^ Europe?  He  did  not  fay  that  i^e  OYight  never  to 
have  aD^Ily  that  was  ambitious';  but  furely'vvhen  we  faw 
ambition  io  clearly  evinced  in  a  power  not  very  long  fmce 
the  objed  of  jealoufy  even  to  the  prefent  Midifters,  we  fhouid 
be  careful  how  we  imputed  the  caufe  of  the*  war  excluHvdy 
tp  the  ambition  of  our  enemy.  But  it  would  be  remarked 
by  their  Lordfliips  with  fnrprife,  that  the  noble  Secretary, 
in  juftifying  the  condii4St  of  Miniflers  in  rcjcding  all  nego* 
ciat ion,  drew  many  of  his  arguments  from  the  fecund  letter 
of  Talleyrand.  Whatever  principles  that  letter  difplayed, 
whatever  expre/Iions  it  cotxaincd,  could  not  be  the  leaA  paU 
liation  of  the  refufal,  to  negociate,  bccaufe  the  (ieciHon  of 
Miniders  was  pronounced  before  they  could  know  or  fufpeft 
that  a  fecond  meflcnger  would  be  received.  It  v/as  objeded 
to,  that  the  French  had  faid  nothing  of  a  general  peace,  to 
which  we  alone  could  agree.  The  letter  of  the  Chief  Conful 
to  his  Majeily,  however,  alHided  to  the  miferies  of  war  every 
where^  and  the  neceflity'  of  putting  a  iiop  to  the  effufton  of 
blood.  It  evidently  pointed  to  the  niifcrles  of  war  every 
where,  and  a  defirc  to  co-operate  in  putiing  an  end  to  them ; 
at  any  Tate  wc  might  have  fuggtl^cd  the  propriety  of  an  ex- 
plicit avowal.     The  noble  Secretary  enumerated  the  evils 
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'  that  would  arife  from  negociation ;  but  thefe  fentiments  were 
new  with  him  ;  not  a  word  was  faid  of  that  matttf  after  th^ 
failure  of  the  negociations  at  Pari^  and  Lifle,  We  had  ne- 
gociated  formerly  in  circumftances  that  might  have  given 

"  Tife  to  the  charge  of  timidity — ^at  the  time  of  the  mutiny  ; 
after  the  breaking  of  the  bank  ;  fuch  were  the  circumftancts 
in  which  negociation  formerly  took  place.  The  refuh,  furely, 
was  not  of  that  dangerous  tendency  which  had  been  defcribed; 
On  the  contrary,  they  had  contributed  greatly  to  unite  the 
whole  country  in  its  defence.  It  was  faid,  that  intereft  alone 
induced  France  to  keep  well  with  Pruflia ;  but  might  not  the 
fame  iotereft  prompt  France  to  obferve  faithfully  the  engage- 
ments of  treaties?  The  interefts  of  the  two  countries  was 
not  fo  divided  as  to.  be  irreconcileable.  Bonaparte  had  given 
every  proof  of  his  fmcerity,  and  every  thing  tended  to  confirm 
that  teftimony.  Much  was  faid  of  the  charader  of  Bona- 
parte, but  he  could  not  perceive  that  any  advantage  could 
arife  to  us  from  blacke^iing  the  chara£ler  of  an  individual.  It 
was  not  dignified,  it  was  not  politic.  We  had  now  taken 
up  the  principle  fo  much  objeded  to  the  Jacobins,  of  dif- 
^  tinguiOiing  between  a  people  and  their  governnient.  What, 
Oil  the  contrary,  was  the  condud  of  the  French?  In  the  letter 
to  the  king,  Bonaparte  didindly  renounces  this  principle, 
and  acknowledges  the  title  and  character  of  his  Majefty's  go- 
vernment. On  our  part,  the  note  of  Minifters  was  a  mani- 
fefto  to  the  royalifts,  and  framed  for  that  purpofe.  It  fpoke 
of  the  miferies  of  France;  but  the  miferies  of  France  were 
not  the  caufe  of  the  war.  They  might  intereft  our  humanity, 
but  they  were  not  fitto  be  noticed  in  diplomatic  papers.  As 
little  had  we  to  do  with  the  intert^al  miferies  of  the  republic, 
as  Talleyrand  would  have  to  retaliate,  by  reproaching  us  with 
the  ted  a£ls,  the  want  of  Parliamentary  reform,  the  income  ' 
or  afleffed  tax  a£ls,  or  any  other  public  meafure  that  might 
be  confidered  as  a  grievance.  With  .refpeS  to  the  Chouans, 
he  thought  the  quellion  extremely  delicate  ;  and  if  any  argu- 
ment could  juftify  Miniflers  for  their  refufat  to  negociatc,  it 
would  be  their  engagements  with  thefe  men  ;  though,  cer- 
tainly, to  this  country,  even  that  would  not  be  a  fatisfa6lory 
apology  for  refufing  to  liftcn  to  any  overtures  from  France.  1 1 
was  a  dreadful  thing  to  refle£l,  that  by  the  obdinacy  of  Mi- 
nifters,  we  might  be  condemned  to  carry  on  the  war  for  years 
without  gaining  any  advantage  ^yhich  we  might  not  receive 
from  negociation  at  the  prefcnt  moment.  He  differed  from 
his  noble  Relation  when  he  faid  that  the  people  of  this 
country  acquiefced  in  the  condudl  of  Minillefs.     He  was 
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€nt!?iiicod  that  the  people- j^t  lasge  di(approved  of  their  abrupt 
refufal  to  liflen  to  an?  OTcrtures ;  and  i£  it  flaould  afterwatdi 
clearly  appear  that  Bonaparte  had  been  fincere*  how  would 
their  Lordfhips  reconcile  it  to  their  confciences  to  have  given 
their  implicit  TahQion  to  meafiires  that  prolong  thecalamitiea 
of  war  for  fo  long  a  period,  without  any  motive  of  honour^ 
intereft,  or  fecuricy  ?"Ho  therefore  gave  his  decided  fuppoft 
to  the  amendment. 

The  Earl  of  Ggmsrvon  faid,  that  he  could  not  give  a  filent 
▼ote  on  this  rqbiefl,  as  he  would  not  willingly  be  underflood 
to  pledge  himfelf  to  the  contimiation  of  war,  until  Minifters 
ihall  acknowledge  that  peace  may  be  nuule  with  fecurity  ; 
Minifters  had  material  information  that  he  was  not  poflhfled 
of ;  it  was  not  fit  that  they  ihould  make  public  all  that  had 
direded  their  judgment:  he  could  only  g^ve  an  opinion  011 
the  fubjed  before  him»  aided  by  fuch  information  as  hs-  was 
then  mafter  off  and  fliould  always  confider  himfelf  as  free  to 
criminate  Minifters  on  better  information^  for  the  very  cont- 
duA  he  had,  before  approved  upon  infufficient  grounds*  I 
do  not  (faid  the  noble  j&ari))  quite  like  the  prefent  quefitonp 
as  it  ftands  on  the  propofed  addrefs,  much  lefs  on  the  amend*- 
ment  1  I  fliould  rather  have  approved  with  my  noble  Friend 
(Earl  of  Carlifle),  that  the  addrefs  had  contained  fimplyt 
thanks  to  his  Majefty  for  his  communication  and  confidence* 
in  his  paternal  care  for  the  interefts  of  his  people,  and  left  . 
the  condud  and  undiminiibed  xefponiibility  to  Miniftei9» 
which  always  feems,  rather  than  is,  afieded  by  the  interpcK 
Tition  of  Parliament.  The  prefent  qucftion  has  been  debated 
tipon  a  wrong  grouAd,  it  has  been  treated,  as  if  we  were  to 
decide  by  the  vote  of  to-night,  whether  this  country  ihould 
be  plunged  intd  a  long  and  ruinous  war,  or  make  an  immo- 
diate  peace ;  this  is  very  far  from  being  the  true  (late  of  the 
t)ueftion«  His  Majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  communicate  to 
•us  propofals  of  peace,  from  a  government  which  has  juft 
made  its  appearance  in  France,  together  with  the  aafwers 
made  by  the  noble  Secretary  of  State ;  we  have  to  give  oar 
approbation  or  di&pprobation  of  thofe  anfwer^.  I  have  no 
difficulty  in  faying,  that  I  entirely  approve  of  them  as  far  as 
I  am  able  to  judge  froni  the  view  of  our  public.  fitiiatioOf 
which  I  have  had  no  other  means  of  acquiring,  than  from 
newfpapcrs  and  public  difcourfe ;  they  appear  to  me  well 
calculated  to  meet  all  the  poflible  intricacies  of  our  fituatioB 
-with  our  allies  ;  they  do  not  rejeA  peace ;  the  impediments 
(with  a  view  to  their  removal),  are  fairly  ftated ;  they  deoliw 
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binder  the  exifting  cifcumftances),  dilatory  and  poffibly  in* 
udious  negociations ;  they  can  give  no  umbrage  to  our  allies^ 
nor  difcouragement  to  the  royaUfts  in  France ;  the  moft  im- 
portant operations  of  the  war  might  be  defeated  by  infidious 
negociations  of  peace^  in  which  they  might  not  terminate  ;  if 
the  intercepted  letters  had  not  clearly  pointed  out  the  dangers 
of  negociation,  by  the  advantages  Monf.  Pouflielque  hoped  to 
derive  from  them,  they  muft  have  been  obvious  to  a  lefs  fubtir 
politician.  He  ftates  peace  as  defirabley  and  poflibly  to  be 
advantageoufly  derived  from  negociation,  but  if  that  (hotUd 
fail)  time,  he  fays,  would  be  obtained^  and  the  difunion  of 
our  allies  would  be  the  probable  refult.  In  declining  nego- 
ciation,  ,the  noble  Secretary  does  not  rejed  diftin£t  piropo- 
(itions,  which  may  be  confldered  by  our  allies,  and  evidenced 
by  fpeedy  ratification  and  immediate  execution ;  that  this  is 
a  juft  interpretation  of  the  anfwers,,  appears  mantfeft  from 
Roederer's  comment  upon  them :  (he  now  holds,  I  thinkj  the 
office  of  Counfellor  of  State),  he  fays  they  are  not  hoftile 
anfwers,  that  their  caution  artfes  from  the  danger  of  negoci« 
ations  without  the  certainty  of  peace ;  he  feels  that  we  have 
caufe  to  apprehend  iniincerity  ;  he  admits  that  nothing  in^he, 
anfwer  iinpofes  the  reftoration  of  the  Bourbon  family  as  an 
efTential  condition.  In  every  pomt  of  view  I  approve  the 
anfwer^  it  marks  with  dignity  and  fplrtt,  that  we  (hall  not 
through  our  fincere  wi(h  for  peace>  be  the  dupes  of  artifice  ; 
that  it  is  not  the  natun  of  the  govemmtntt  but  its  (incerity  and 
faith,  of  which  we  have  fo  many  reafons  to  doubt,  which 
alone- impedes  peace  ;  that  we  i^iall  not  quit  our  advanta- 
geous fituation  on  the  iirft  fong  of  peace,  nor  betray  our  fe- 
curity  and  that  of  our  allies,  to  the  known  and  experienced 
perfidy  of  an  inHdious  enemy,  without  fomething  more  than 
mere  profeflions.  I  underf^and  by  what  the  noble  Secretary 
has  faid  this  night,  that  he  means  only  to  juftify  a  paufe  ne- 
•eflary  to  underiUnd  the  fituation  of  this  new  ruling  power, 
its  force,  flability,  and  interefls,  not  that  he  reje£ls  peace.; 
he  has  detailed  at  large,  and  in  ftrong  colours,  the  number«> 
lefs  perfidies  of  the  feveral  revolutionary  governments  which 
have  fucceeded  each  other  in  France^  he  has  likewife  de- 
tailed the  individual  reproaches  due  to  the  character  of  its 
prefent  ruler  i  nothing  certainly  can  be  more  difgraceful 
than  his  conduct,  no  greater  accumulation  of  horrors  were 
ever  in  any  period  exhibited  on  the  public  ili^e  of  the 
world,  than  by  this  man,  who  from  the  throne  ofthe  Bour- 
bons propofes  peaceand  amity,  on  the  credit  of  hi's  humanity, 
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his  iaith|.  and  his  honour :  but  the  character  of  the  ruling 
fovereign  has  never  been  the  fole  reafon  for  reje£ling  a  peace 
vrith  any  natioq^  nor  repeated  breach  of  national  faith  the 
foie  reafon  for  continuing  a  war.  Breaches  of  faith  as  enor- 
mous and  difgcaceftily  are  imputable  to  the  ancient  legiti- 
mate government  of  France;  where  can  be  found  in  the 
htftory  of  mankind,  a  more  atrocious  inAance  of  infldious 
treachery,  or  more  perfidious  breach  of  faith,  than  that, 
which  took  place  on  the  treaty  of  peace  whiph  preceded,  and 
was  difturb<d  by  the  capture  of  Falkland's  luand  I  At  the 
iMcry  moment  that  Spain  and  France  (igned  peace  with  this 
country,  ap  orde/  was  figned  by  the  Minifter  of  Spain,  in 
concert  with  the  Duke  de  .Choifeul,  to  attack  Falkland 
Ifland^  on  a  given  date  fome  years  after,  in  order  to  produce 
a  rupture,  refolved  on  at  the  very  iuilant  of  executing  a 
treaty,  profeding  perpetual  amity  ;  at  the  time  when  thijs 
fealed  order  was  opened  and  put  in  execution,  it  fuited  th^ 
intereft  and  views  of  neither  court,  and  produced  equsdl 
aftoailhment  in  both.  Monf.  D'Oifun,  then  ambaiTador 
from  France  to  the  Court  of  Spain,  from  whom  I  heard  this 
anecdote,  was  direded  to  xemonftrate  againft  this  ad  of  ag«> 
greflion,  which  embarrafled  the  court  of  Paris ;  he  found^equal 
uirpri;&e  at  Madrid,  for  the  order  was  forgotten  by  both,  nor 
was  recoUeded  till  the  attack  was  defended  by  the  produdion^ 
ofthe-order.  Is  any  a£l  of  the  revolutionary  governments 
more  indefenfible  than  the  interference  in  our  American  em- 
barraflrnents,  by  the  late  unfortunate  monarch  of  France, 
then  in  a  ftri£l  alliance  with  us,  and  profefling  amity  ?  Hif- 
tory  is  full  of  difgraceful  proofs  of  national  want  of  faith. 
Peace  mud  always  be  made  when  the  intereftsof  both  parties 
require  it,  and  will  feldom  lad  longer.  ^  I  own  that  I  cannot 
agree  with  the  jnoble  Secretary,  that  peace  is  not  confiftent 
V.'itb  the  interefts  of  Bonaparte.  The  noble  Secretary  fays, 
that  military  governments  in  their  nature  lean  to  war,  and 
that  a  fovereign  with  feeble  title,  will  divert  the  people  from 
attention  to  his  title,  by  the  alarms  and  dangers  of  war; 
this  policy  feems  to  me  to  apply  more  to  old  and  e ftabliihed 
governments,  who  wi(h  to  divert  the  attention  of  the  public 
from  internal  mifcondud,  by  the  fuperior  intereils  arifing 
from,  war:  but  this  policy  is  by  no  means  applicable  to  the 
pofition  of  the  prefetit  ruler  of  France.  He  is  called  out  of 
flgypt  that  his  military  reputation  may  be  the  key^fione  to 
power,  railed  by  the  intrigues  9f  others,  out  of  the  ruins  of 
W  ^?(f  iring  republic.    The  reign  of  attornies  and  moiinte^ 
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tankSi  con«rouling  generals  ami  trmies,  from  the  capitol, 
is  at  an  end;  the  leign  of  generals  is  commenced;  Bona- 
{)arte  is  the  firft  whofe  military  reputation  has  placed  him  in 
the  feat  of  power  ;  he  has  all  the  dangers  of  newly  acquired 
power,  without  having  gradually  advanced  to  it  by  his  own 
intrigues,  they  are  dangers  equally  to  be  apprehended  from 
his  prefent  friends,  and  from  all  thcfe  who  envy  his  exalta- 
tion ;  he  miift  maintain  himfelf  by  his  own  intrigues  agzinft 
even  his  creators ;  he  cannot,  therefore  quit  the  capital,  and 
command  in  perfon  the  armies  of  the  ffate ;  he  muft  truft 
his  a^-mies  to  the  ableft  geneials,  their  failure  or  their  fuccefs 
^re  equally  fatal  to  him,  and  equally  tend  to  undermine  the 
foundation  of  his  power.  The  firft  advances  a  Bourbon  to 
the  throne ;  the  lad  raifes  a  formidable  rival,  with  equal 
claims  to  his  own,  and  furnifhes  him  with  the  means  or  af*. 
ferting  it.  War  cannot  fail  to  produce  thefe  inconveniences 
to  him ;  peace,  on  the  contrary,  arrefts  the  growing  re- 
putation of  rival  generals  in  the  bud,  reduces  them  to  the 
mafs  of  common  dependants  on  his  p6wer,  their  armies  dif- 
bande4  and  rewarded,  or  brought  within  the  immediate  fphere 
t)f  his  own  command,  are  by  no  means  fo  formidable :  add 
to  this,  that  the  neceflary  fupplies  for  the  fupport  of  war  muft 
be  raifed  in  an  exhaulled  country,  by  means  which  muft 
make  him  the  obje£t  of  univerfal  odium  ;  by  peace  be  will 
acquire  popularity,  and  the  gratitude  of  a  people  too  much 
-fickened  with  revolutionary  mifery,  to  care  who  is  feated  on 
the  throne  of  France ;  their  former  mifery  will  not  be  at- 
tributed to  him,  and  the  cootraft  will  be  in  his  favour.  I 
cannot  doubt,  therefore,  that  it  is  the  perfonal  intereft  of  the 
prefeni  ruler  to  obtain  peace,  and  preferve  it ;  his  (lability  is 
the  only  doubt  I  entertain  ;  even  peace  may  not  be  able  tb 
cdnfirm  his  power ;  there  can,  however,  be  no  great  diffi- 
culty about  the  terms  of  peace,  as  between  France  and  this 
country ;  and  if  there  was,  (hould  Bonaparte  feel  that  peace 
is  neceflfary  for  his  private,  intereft,  he  will  not  icruple  to  fa- 
crifice  the  intereft  of  France  to  acquire  it.  Much  on  the 
terms  of  peace  may  fairly  be  inferred  from  the  official  notes 
on  both  fides.  Monf.  Talleyrand  fays,  that  the  revolution 
was  founded  in  the  love  of  peace,  the  averfion  to  conquefts, 
and  refped  for  the  independence  of  other  governments,  and 
infinuates,  that  the  prefent  rulers  retain  thefe  prtnc?ples  in 
their  original  purity,  though  they  had  been  obfciired  by  the 
vant  of  moderation  in  the  preceding  governments  ;  Ihe  re^ 
iloration  of  conquefts,  tnd  of  fubvertcd  governttients,  may  be 
expe^ed  from  thefe  infinualionS)  and  thefe  principles.   That 
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his  Majefty's  Minifters  hxvt  the  fame  fM^«imillli|  ifi  llilllll* 
(cRtd  in  the  iirfl  jiiifwer,  where  ft  isfaiid  thali  in  Cafe  rM 
former  iine  of  princes  fhouId.be  refloredi  France  thi^it  tt^ 
tain  all  her  ancient'  dominions ;  and  it  is  no  unrlMironable 
fuppofition,  that  the  fame  terms  would  be  con€eded  to  iht 
nominal  republic,  if  peace  fhotild  bt  concltidtd  \t^th  her.  I 
am  noty  therefore,  without  hopes  that  the*horrors  of  war  may 
ihortly  ceafe,  either  by  the  overthrow,  or  the  confirmatioti 
of  the  prefent  power  in  France,  butl  do  not  think  ni^ocf-* 
ation  and  rufpenfion  of  arms  neceflarily  the  (horteft  road  td 
peace.  The  noble  Lord  (Lord  HoliaAd),  fays^  that  all  the 
arguments  which  have  been  adduced  agatnil  eiitering  into  a 
negociation  at  this  time,  wer^  of  eqnat  fcrCe  againft  the  ne«& 
.  gcciations  of  Paris  and  Lifle.  Our  fituation  certainly  is  ntf 
different :  we  had  been  deferted  by  Spain,  who  was  converted 
into  an  avowed  enemy  inftead  of  an  alty :  the  Einperor  was 
probably  treating  ior  himfelf  at  the  moment ;  for  the  rupture 
of  the  ncgociaiionsat  Lifle,  which  b^gan  ift  of  June,  ijg*Jp 
took  place  at  Lifle  on  the  17th  of  September,  ^797'  ^^^  ^^^ 
treaty  between  the  Emperor  and  France  was  figned  I7tk  df 
October,  1797.  No  intricacy  of  firaatidn  with  allien  who  had 
deferted  us,  could  then  have  exifled ;  Mini^fters have  the  merit 
at  this  crifis,  of  having  placed  us  in  fo  ftrong  a  pofitidn  with 
refpccl  to  alliances,  that  the  common  enef^y  fink^  before  jt, 
and  is  reduced  to  fue  for  peace,  or  dr^w  hopes  frotn  infidioiHI 
negociations ;  the  price  of  the  advantages  of  alliance  is  zu 
tention  to  our  allies,  and  the  operationi  of  Cdtobined  war- 
fare, does  not  leave  the  Minifters  of  an  allied  power  at  liberty 
at  all  moments,  to  enter  into  )iegoctai»ons,  part^icularly  fepsi4- 
late  negociations  of  peace,  and  none  other  are  diftin^ly  ^^ 
fiercd  :  but  if  they  had,  I  am  decidedly  againft  interferend^ 
with  Minifters  in  this  critical  time,  being  per(baded  they  v^iOi 
peace  as  fincercly  as  I  do.  I  (hall  therefore  concur  with  th<^ 
addrefs  as  it  flands. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpotl  faid,  fo  mtfny  arguments  had  been 
ably  fiated  by  his  noble  Friend  near  him  (Ldrd  Grenville)) 
fimilar  to  thofc  that  he  meant  to  have  troubled thdr  Lord* 
fliips  with,  that  be  ihould  have  litfle  occafion  to  trefpafs  ot) 
their  patience.  He  was  fatisfied,  from  every  view  of  the 
fituation  of  the  two  countries  (and  froiA  a  cofffideration.of 
their  fituatioA  only  could  a  proper  judgment  be  fordied),  thit 
it  was  highly  prudent  and  proper  to  paii<fe  brfore  MtoHlers 
entered  into  a  negociation  for  peace  with  Boitaparie.  Let 
their  Lordlbifs  ihortljr  cofinpare  the  tW6  fttuAtionK    France 

had 
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Ind  loft  her  marincy  bad  loft  her  commerce,  had  loft  her 
trprde  ^  (he  had  not  a  fingle  merchant  (hip  in  any  of  her 
portsi  for  every  one  of  them,  even  the  flightefty  had  been 
converted  into  petty,  pilfering  privateer^,  fent  out  to  prey, 
but,  thank  God,  not  very  fuccefsfully,  he  believed,  upon  our 
commerce.  Her  revenue  vras  adequate  to  her  ex  pence  in 
no  way  whatfoever.  On  the  other  hand)  our  revenue  was 
increaling ;  the  current  revenue  confiderably  larger  than  that 
of  the  preceding  ^par.  Our  commerce  had  profpcred  be- 
yond all  example.  In  fad,  we  might  almoft  be  faid  to  have 
the  commerce  of  all  the  world  in  our  hands.  Our  trade^ 
manu failures,  and  agriculture,  alfo  flourifhed  extremely; 
«>ught  we  then,  under  fuch  a  difference  of  fituation  in  every 
refpeft  whatfoever,  to  confent,  by  a  ra(h  and  premature  nego- 
elation,  to  open  the  ports  of  France,  to  let  them  (hare  our 
commerce^  to  enable  the  republic  to  revive  tbeir  manufac* 
tures  and  trade,  furely  no  man  of  common  prudence  would 
give  fo  weak,  fo  ill-advifed  an  opinion  ?  Much  had  been  fatd 
in  the  cpurfe  of  the  debate  of  the  fincerity  of  Bonaparte, 
and  that  idea  of  his  flncerity  had  been  reftcd  on  his.profef- 
fions,  made  in  his  letter  to  his  Majefty,  a  mode  of  applica- 
tion  extremely  difrefpedful  and  ob}e£lionablc  it  itfelf ;  but  . 
would  any  man  verfed  in  ftate  aifairs,  manifeft  lb  little  judg- 
ment as  to  rely  upon  the  mere  profe(Iion$  of  fincerity  of  an 
individual  like  Bonapartet  who  had  (hewn  fo  I;ttle  fmcerity 
in  his  military  tranladions  during  the  war  i  Would  not  a 
wife  ftatefman  wait  to  fee  the  Conduft  of  the  new  govern- 
ment of  the  French  republic  before  he  made  up  his  mind  as 
to  the  degree  of  its  real  fmcerity  ?  The  famous  refolution  of 
the  19th  November,  1792,(3  refolution,  founded  in  a  fpirit 
of  aggreilion,  carried  at  that  time  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  in-  - 
folence),  declaring  the  intention  of  the  republic  of  France 
to  ufe  their  endeavours  to  overthrow  thegovernment  of  every 
other  ftate  in  Europe,  ftood  as  yet  unrepealed :  no  mention 
was  made  of  a  defign  to  refcind  it  in  Bonaparte's  letter  to 
his  Majefty,  nor  had  they  feen  any  fteps  taken  in  Paris  to 
refcind  it.  In  like  manner  had  they  renounced  their  un- 
heard of  practice  during  a  war,  of  annexing  for  ever  to  the 
French  republic  every  ftate  and  territory  that  they  fubdued  by 
their  arms,  and  declaring  that  they  were  not  to  be  made  the 
fubje£b  of  future  negociation !  No  country  or  ftate  had  ever 
a£ted  upon  fo  unjuft  a  maxim,  but  had  waited  till  a  treaty  of 
peace  ^ad  been  concluded,  and  referved  only  fuch  territory  as 
was  r^ularlyi  and  by  mutual  confent^  ceded  to  them.     In 

Bonaparte's 
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Bonaparte's  letter  we  were  called  upon  to  open*a  negociatioii 
at  Dunkirk,  and  immediately  agree  to  an  armiftice.  Woukl 
it  hot  be  in  the  higheft  point  difadvantageous  for  this  country^ 
with  fuch  ample  refource^.  To  extenflve  a  cbmmercei  and  fo 
large  a  trade,  to  agree  to  an  armtilice  ?  Surely  it  would  in 
every  point  whatfoever.  Under  fuch  an  armidice,  during 
negociation,  France  would  have  every  thing  to  gain,  and  this 
country  every  thing  to  lofe.  -By  the  an fwer  given  by  the 
King's  Miniders  to  Bonaparte,  and  M*  Talleyrand,  it  was 
not  declared  that  this  country  would  not  treat,  or  wiflied  to 
wase  eternal  war.  It,  on  the  contrary,  declared  the  exprefs 
wilJr  of  his  Majefty  tQ  treat  for  peace,  when  he  could  do  it 
with  fecurity.  His  Lordfliip  faid  he  had  much  more  upon 
his  mind  to  fay  to  the  Houfe  in  fupport  of  the  addrefs  moved 
by  his  noble  friend,  but  he  would  detain  their  Lordfliips  no 
longer.  .  , 

Lord  CarVtfliy  while  he  lamented  that  the  difcuflion  had 
taken  place,  rofe  to  anfwer  a  part  of  the  argument  of  the 
noble  Earl,  which  he  confidered  as  dangerous  and  fallacious. 
He  was,  therefore,  extremely  forry  that  it  had  fallen  from 
fuch  very  high  authority.  It  was  dated  that  we  were  in  * 
pofleflion  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  all  the  world,  biit 
to  what  were  w^  indebted  for  it  i  No  doubt  to  the  war. 
Peace,  therefore,  muft  deprive  us  of  a  part,  and  return  it  to 
its  former  fources.  This  argument  then  was  not  only  ^gainft 
entering  into  a  negociation  with  France  at  this  but  at  any  fu« 
ture  time,  and  under  any  circumftances  whatever.  He  put 
it,  then,  to  the  noble  Lord,  and  he  aflced  whether  it  was  argu-  . 
ing  like  a  philofopher  or  a  ftatefman,  to  inflft  that  war  mud 
be  continued  in  order  that  all  the  (hips  of  the  world  (hould 
come  to  the  port  of  London  ?  Explufive  of  the. various  other 
calamities  attendant  upon. war,  which  mud  counterbalance 
this  advantage,  was  the  change  of  property,  that  muft  necef- 
facily  arife  from  the  preflure  of  taxes,  of  little  moment  \ 
This  profperity  of  trade  might  be  pleafing  to  trading  men, 
and  a  certain  clafs  of  men  would  nfe  into  opulence  in  con- 
fequence  of  it,  but  noble  Lords,  country  gentlemen,  and 
landholders,  had  no  (hare  in  its  benefit.  There  was  another 
argument  adduced  by  the  noble  Lord  to  which  alfo  he  could, 
not  fubfcribe.  He  was  pleafed  to  aik  what  proof  France 
had  given  of  her  difpofition  to  renounce  the  fyftem  of  con^^ 
duA  of  which  we  complained.  Surely  it  was  not  to  be  ex- 
peded  that  France,  in  the  heat  of  war,  would  make  .the 
amende  hemrabU,  and  deprive  herfelf  *  of  the  confidence  and 

affiftance 
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»fflftar)Ce  of  thofe  men  who  fupported  her  government  by 
C{>ndefnning  their  condud.  This  was  a  proceeding  that 
inuft  wesjM^n  her*  and  was  not  to  be  expoded  until  the  arrival 
of  peace.  His  Lord  (hip  then  proceeded  to  obferve  upon 
the  anfwer  returned  to  the  Feench  propofition  for  open* 
ing  a  oegociattont  and  difapproved  of  it  as  going  too  far. 
He  did  not  condemn  Minifters,  whom  he»  and  the  noble 
Lords  connefled  with  him,  wi(hcd  to  fupport»  for  paufing 
liefore  they  (hould  embrace  fuch  an  overture ;  what  he  con* 
demnedy  was  their  going  fo  much  into  detail  in  their  anfwer. 
How  (hould  hey  as  an  individual  Peer,  or  that  Houfe,  who, 
parliamentarily  confidered,  were  in  a  ftate  of  ignorance,  as  to 
information  which  Minlfters  doubtlefs  poiTefled,  of  the  whole 
grounds  on  which  the  purport  and  tenour  of  thp  anfwers  to 
Bonaparte  refled,  be  able  to  difcuis  fuch  a  queftion,  much 
more  decide  upon  it  ?  In  his  mind  it  would  have  been  fufii* 
cient  to  have  (lated  tluit  the  propofal  took  no  notice  of  our 
'allies;  but  there  was  another objedion  to  the  addrefs,  as  it 
went  to  procure  the  fanAion  of  Parliament  to  the  condiid  of 
government.  Mintilers  might  have  their  reafons  for  think- 
ings there  was  no  ftability  in  the  preient  government  of 
France  to  juftify  entering  into  negociation  with  her ;  but 
Parliament  were  kept  in  ignorance  of  thefe  reafons,  and^ 
very  properly  fo.  It  was  going  too  far,  therefore,  to  call 
upon  them  to  fanfiion  a*  proceeding,  the  whole  merits  of 
which  they  could  not  be  acquainted  with.  Thefe  were  his 
objefiions  to  the  addrefs  ;  at  the  fame  time,  he  confefled,  if 
he  liked  it  even  left  than  he  did,  that  he  (hould  vote  for  it. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  rofe  to  explain,  becaufe  it  was  evi- 
dent that  the  noble  Lord  had  totally  miftaken  his  argument  in 
two  of  its  moft  efTential  points.  He  had  argued  againft  the 
pdlicy  of  adopting  the  noble  Duke's  advice  to  enter  diredty, 
blindly  and  ra(hly  into  negociation  with  Bonaparte,  and  as 
ohe  great  reaCbn  why  he  thought  Mintfters  aded  warily  and 
wifely,  to  paule  firft  and  fee  more  of  the  condud  of  the  new 

Evernment  of  France,  at  the  fame  time  declaring,  that  *<  his 
ajefty  looks  onfy  to  the  fecurlty  of  his  own  dominions,  and 
riiofe  of  his  allies,  and  to  the  general,  fafety  of  Europe. 
Whenever  he  (hall  judge  that  fueh  fecurity  can  in  any  man- 
ner be  attained,  his  Majefly  would  eagerly  embrace  the  op- 
porttmity  to  concert  with  his  allies  the  means  of  immediate 
•od  general  pacification."  Could  any  language  convey  a 
ftronger  deiire  for  conciliation  and  peace,  when  ir  could  be 
with  fecurity }  As  to  the  other  point,  the  ftrefs'he  had 

in 
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in  his  fpcech  on  the  grearhefs  and  extent  of  out  commerce, 
appealed  to  every  noble  Lord  who  had  heatd  him,  whether 
he  had  not  done  fo,  nnd  applied  his  restfoning,  ivhen  arguJne 
the  danger  of  opening  a  n6gociation  Coupled  with  an  armif- 
tice,  during  which  the  enemy  muft  neceflfarily,  from  nur  fu- 
pcrior  trade,  gain  much,  while  we  fliould  neceflarily  rifquc 
fhat,  the  potfeffion  of  Which  vrts  at  prefent  highly  valuable. 
The  noble  Earl  had,  therefore,  adually  miftaken  his  argu- 
iTtent,  as  from  no  two  points  whatfoever  was  an  inference  trf 
jnflify  a  war,  ad mternecertdum,  lefs  fairly  to  be  deduced. 

Lord  GrnntUy  faid  a  f6w  words  in  explanaiion  of  the 
fneanihg  of  the  French  republic,  by  their  refolution  of  No- 
▼embef  19,  1792,  viz.  that  they  only  meant  by  k  to^iTdea- 
iroi/r  to  overthrow  the  governments  of  thofe  countries  that 
fvere  at  war  wiih  them. 

The  amendment  was  read,  and  thcqueftlon  put,  "that  i\\t 
words  of  the  orio;inal  motion" ,  (land,  as  moved  by  Lor<f 
Grenville.     l*he  Houfe  divided, 

Cmt£uis         79  Proxies  13 

Tict  Cwfrnfs  6  Proxies  o 

The  ailicndment  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford  Was  cofifequenily 
ftyft.  .  .  -    ^ 

Lord  GnnviUe  then  moved  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty, 
ihanking  hio^  for  his  gracious  communication  rSfpefting  the 
providing  acco^nmodatrons  for  the  Rullian  troops  in  the 
itlands  of  Guernfey  and  Jerfey.   Agreed  to  nemlne  dijfintiente. 

Adjourned  at  half  paft  twelve  to  Monday  next. 

The  fix  Peers  who  voted  as  A^^/  Contents  on  Lord  Grenvtlle*9 

ntotion  for  the  addrefs  Wcre^— 
i*Hf  Dolce  of  i.dioiJ  LorJ  H  :.  nU 

Ti.c  EtI  of  Alhemaile  Lonl  King 

imxi  Pwnlbnby  (£$rlof  3  (borough)  Lord  CanKlfouI. 
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TUESDAY,    JAIV.    28. 

A  mefTcngcr  from  the  CommilfioTiers  of  the  Cuftoms  pre- 
fentcH  accounts  of  prohibited  Eali  India  goo.dt;,  nav^l  (lores, 
Ac.  c\*c.      Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Steefe  prerenieil  an  account^  (hewing  ho\v  the  2,  joo,oool. 
voted  \d[\  year  for  the  extraofdinari^s  of  the  atmy,  had  beea 
difpofed  of.  -  ,  . 

A  |>eiiiion  from  the  prifoners  confined  for  debt  in  thtf^ 
Vol.  I.  1800.  H  h  county 
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county  jail  of  Derby,  was  prefented  by  Mr.  Charles  York* 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Bragge  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  indemnify 
the  holders  of  public  offices  who  had  negleded  to  qualify 
themfelves  according  to  a£l  of  Parliament, 

Mr  Abbot  complained,  that  feveral  Accounts,  which,  from 
a  motion  of  his  lad  feffion,  had  been  laid  before  the  Houfe, 
were  extremely  unfatisfaftory.  He  then  moved  for  the  pro- 
du6lion  of  an  account  of  the  total  amount  ot  the  monies 
which  would  have  been  applicable  to  the  expences  of  the 
civil  lilt,  from  the  5th  of  January,  1777,10  the  5ih  of  Ja- 
nuary ,1800,  had  the  hereditary  revenues  of  the  crown  en- 
joyed by  the  late  King  been  enjoyed  by  his  prefcnt  Nfajefty  ; 
the  amount  of  the  annuities  granted  by  Parliament,  in  lieu  of. 
the  fame;  the  fums  voted  at  different  periods  to  pay  the  ar** 
j-cars  of  the  civil  lid  ;  and  the  diiference  made  by  this  ar- 
rangement to  the  public.     Ordered. 

He  then  prefaced  a  motion  for  the  produdlion  of  various 
other  documents,  by  faying  that  it  was  his  intention,  in  the 
prefent  fe(Iion,-to  move  for  the  adoption  of  the  method  prac- 
tjfcd  in  the  reigns  of  King  William  and  Queen  Anne,  of 
making  money  bear  intereil  after  it  had  lain  in  the  hands  of 
the  officers  of  revenue  beyond  the  legal  time.  Preparatory 
to  this,  he  moved  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  a  lid  of 
all  the  accountants  who  had,  on  the.5th  of  January,  1800^ 

f;ivcn  in  their  accounts  to  thecommiffioners  for  auditing  pub- 
ic accounts*  fpecifying  their  names,  fervices,  places  of  abode, 
the  fums  paid  in,  and  the  balance  due ;  the  amount  of  the 
arrears  due  by  the  commidioncrs  of  the  cudoms-  arid  excife» 
the  didributors  of  damps,  the  receivers-general  of  the  land- 
tax,  the  general  pod  office,  the  penny  pod  office,  the  deputy 
pod  maders  in  England,  Scotland,  Ireland,  and  the  Wed- 
Indies,  and  the  balance  due  to  government  by  the  receivers 
of  the  revenues  of  the  crown  lands.  All  thefe  papers  were 
ordered  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe. 

Lord  Sheffield  moved  for  an  account  of  the  quantity  of 
wheat,  barley,  oats,  and  rye   imported  into  Great  Britain  . 
from  the  id  of  January,  1794,  to  the  prefent  date,  as  far  as 
ctixx  be  made  up.     Ordered. 

•   Mr.  Munden  prefented  a  petition,  praying  for  relief,  from 
the  debtors  confined  in  the  county  gaol  of  Derby,  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
The  Houfe  then  adjourned  till  the  next  day. 

Pro- 
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Protest  entered  on  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
againft  the  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty  approving  of  the  re- 
fufal  to  enter  into  a  negociation  for  peace  with  the  French 
Republic : 

DIE  MARTIS,  28  JANU.  180O. 

The  original  motion  being  put,  That  an  humble  Addrefs 
be  prcfented  to  his  Majefty,  &c, 

The  fame  was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

■ 

DISSENTIENT, 

.  Becaufe  the  addrefs  adopeed  by  the  Houfe  diref^ly  approves  of  tht  re- 
jcflion  of  an  overture  for  peace,  when  that  invaluable  blcfling  mipbc  very 
piobably  be  attained  with  honour  and  fecurity,  by  opening  a  negociation 
wifl)  ihc  French  Republic,  and  indire6>Iy  approves  of  the  language  in 
which  the  rfj;6Kon  of  the  oflFer  was  conveyed  to  the  Fi'ench  government 5 
a  language  which,  in  my  opinion,  can  only  tend  to  widen  the  breach  be* 
twcen  the  two  countries,  to  cxafperate  the  enemy,  and  prolong  tljc  cala- 
mities of  war.  '  HOLLAND. 
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WEDNESDAY,   JAN.  29. 

Lord  Belgrave  prefentcd  a  petition  from  the  prifoners  con- 
fined for  debt  in  the  county  jail  of  Chefter,  ftating  their  hard- 
Ihips,  and  praying  for  relief.     Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  was  prefented  by  the  Mafter  of  the  Rolls  from 
the  church- wardens  of  the  parifh  of  St.  John,  Hampflead, 
praying  for  leave  to  bring  lYi  a  bill  to  enable  them  to  build  a 
new  work-houfe.     Referred  to  a  committee. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  taking  into  (^onfideration  His  Ma- 
jefty *s  moft  gracious  meffage  being  read, 

Mr.  Long  faid,  that  he  rofe  to  move  for  the  confideratioii 
of  his  MajeftyVmeflage  beihg  ftill  farther  deferred.  He  was 
furry  to  Kate  that  the  indifpofition  of  his  right  honourable 
Friend  ftill  continued  fo  as  to  prevent  him  from  attending 
his  duty  in  the  Houfe.  Hd  was  authorlfed  by  him,  how- 
ever, to  fay,  that  he  was  extremely  anxious  that  the  difcuC- 
fion  of  the  important  budnefs,  which  was  to  come  before 
the  Houfe  this  day,  fliould  come  on  as  early  as  pofliblc,  and 
that  he  expe£led  foon  to  be  stfale  to  be  prcfent  at-  it.  He 
would  therefore  move,  that  his  Majefty's  moft  gracious  mef- 
fage be  taken  into  confidcration  on  Monday  next.  He  was 
aware,  that  an  honourable  member  (Mr.  Sheridan)  had  given 
notice,  that  he  was,  on  that  day,  to  make  a  motion  relative 
to  the  Dutch  expedition  ;  but  he  wa$  authorlfed  by  him  to 

H  h  a  fay. 
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fay,  that  he  had  no  objection  to  his  motion  being  put  ofF  till 
Monday  fe'nntght. 

Mr-  Tiernty  faKl|  that  he  lamented  extremely  the  illnefs  of 
the  r4ght  honourably  Gentleman,  and  would  be  extremely 
happy  to  accommodate  him*  But  he  was  not  a  little  atto- 
nilhed  at  this  propofat  for  putting  off  the  bufmefs  to  To  dif- 
lant  a  day.  When  be  t^imfelf  had  obje<5ied  to  an  aSair  of 
fuch  magnitude  and  i.^portance  being  confidered  with  fiich 
precipitation,  and  bitoie  Gentlepg^en  trom  the  country  could 
have  an  opportunity  of  attending,  the  Chancell<^  of  tht  Ex- 
chequer had  m^de  anfwer,*  that  it  was  of  iniinite  imprr(ancc 
to  Europe,  and  to  the  world,  that  the  Houfe  (houkf  come  to  a 
decifion  upon  it  without  delay.  It  would  damp  the  ardour 
of  our  allies,  and  relax  their  efforts,  if  Parliament  fliould 
not  inftantly  follow  up  the  declarations  of  his  Majei^y  bya 
promife  of  fupport ;  the- eyed  of  Europe  were  eagerly  fix^ 
cpon  our  decifion  and  its  refult.  If  fiich  difallrous  confe- 
quences  were  to  follow  from  delay,  why  fhould  the  bufmefs 
be  put  off  fo  long  I  He  confefled  that  an  event  which  had 
happened  lad  night  in  another  plac^  floade  him  ftill  more 
averfe  to  any  delay.  A  nearly  unanimous  dcclafaiion  was 
there  given  to  aa  addrefs  in  favour  of  the  profecutjon  of  the 
war.  This  would  be  confidered  abroad  as  ths  decifion  of  the 
Britifh  legiflature,  and  )ie  tr.uftcd  that  this  was  a  miftake^ 
and  the  fooner  the  world  was  undeceived,  the  better.  Be- 
fides,  let  Miniftcrs  confider  what  anxiety  and  apprehenfion 
they  excite '  in  the  bofoms  of  our  allies.  They  are  ftill  in  a 
ftateof  painful  fufpenfe  whether  they  will  re?^eive  the  pcn- 
fions  and  firbfidics  that  have  been  promifed  them.  It  wa» 
cruel  thus. to  trifle  with  their  feelings.  Why  not  come  to  an 
inftant  decifion^  and  fet  their  minds  at  cafe  ?  It  was  unufua], 
he^believed,  for  the  Houfe  to  do  bi^ftnefs  on  the  30th.  of  Jar 
nuary ;  but  why  (hould  the  difcuflion  on  the  momentous 
fubjeft  of  peace  or  war,  be  put  off  longer  than  Friday?  The 
illnefs  of  the  right  h(»n.  Gentleman  mud  be  much  more  alarm- 
ing than  had  been  reprefented  to  him,  if  there  was  a  ccrtaihty 
of  his  not  being  able  to  attend  his  duty  on  tliat  day.'  But  if 
Minifters  infift  that  it  (hall  be  put  off  till  Monday,  he  hoped 
they  wcuul  have  no  objeftion  to  its  being  put' off  fpr  two 
days  more.  He  was  inclined  to  move  for  this-for  f^ver^i 
reafbns.  He  dill  wlfhed  that  members  for  the  country 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  beipg  prcfcnt  when  this  quef- 
tibu  came  bctore  the  Houfe.  .  By  ihis  means  his  honourable 
Friend  would  have  it  in  bis  power  to  bring*  forward  his  mo- 
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tfon  on  the  daj  be  appointed ;  and  ftill  farther  he  was  aitthorifed 
to  fay,  that  an  honourable  Friend  of  his,  the  member  fot 
Northumberland  (Mr.  Grey),  who  had  been<ietained  tn  the 
country  for  fome  time  by  a  fradu^ed  limb,  would  attend  the 
Houfe  on  Wednefday,  if  the  bufinefs  fhould  be  ptK  oiF  till 
then.  Thefe  were  ftrongrand,  in  his  opinion^  unanfwerable 
fcafons.  A  full  attendance  was  extremely  defirable  ;  it  waft 
wrong  that  an  enquiry  Into  the  comhiA  of  MiniftryfbouM 
be 'put  oflF  for  a  fmgle  day,  and  fmce.  we  facrificed  To  much  to 
the  convenience  of  one  member  of  the  ^oufe,  why  fhould 
we  not  facrihce  a  little  fo  the  convenience  of  another?  In 
every  point  of  view  he  muft  objeft  to  Monday  being  fixed 
upon. 

Lord  Bilgrave  faid,  thai  it  would'  be  univerfally  aHowed 
that  it  wttfl  of  the  utmod  importance  that  his  right  hoiv.  Friend 
fliould  be  pre  fen  t  when  the  bufmefs  came  before  the  Houfe  ; 
and  it;  was  put  off  till  Monday,  not  becaufe  Miniflrers  weve 
lef&  anxious  for  its  being  difcufled,  but  mierely  for  the  conve- 
nience of  Members.  They  mtjft  havd  fuffered'  great  incon* 
Venience  and  dtfappointment  by  coming  thrice  with  the  ex- 
pedation  of  being  prefent  at  an  important  debate,  and  hear« 
tng  that  it  was  put  off.  It  was,  therefore,  better  to  defer . 
the  confideration  of  the  buHnefs  till  there  was  a  high  probar 
btlity  that  the  right  h(fn.  Gentleman  will  have  recovered  frotn 
his  indi^'pofKion.  He  could  not  content,  however,  Xo  thie 
propofal  pf  deferring  it  till  Wednefday.  There  was  a  great . 
difference  betwixt  the  two  hon.  Members  alluded,  to ;  one 
was  in  a  high  ofHcial  capacity,  and  it  was  proper  he  (hould 
be  heard ,  the  opinion  of  the  other,  however  refpedable^ 
wa!%  only  that  of  an  individual. 

Mr.  Hobh9ufe  was  furprifed  that  the  propofal  of  his  hon* 
Friend  fhould  be  oppofed.  Nothing  certainly  could  be  more 
fair  or  reafonable.  He  hoped  however  that,  if  Monday 
fhould  be  fixed  upon,  the  difcufTion  would  at  all  events  come 
on  then.  The  public  bufincfs  had,  at  a  former  period,  been 
conduced  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  Friends  during  his 
HInefi ;  and  why  might  it  not  be  fo  again? 

Mr.  L9ng  replied,  that  in  all  this  there  was  nothing  new. 
When  ac  Miniftcr  was  Indifpofed  it  had  been  the  uniform 
pfadice  to  adjourn  any  buHnefs  in  which  he  was  particularly^ 
concerned,  until  he  had  recovered.  Perhaps,  on  Monday> 
the  Houfe  might  be  difpofcd  to  accommodate  the  honourable 
Member  for  Northumberland ;  but  it  could  not  be  Qxpedj^d 

that 
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that  it  (hould  now,  on  his  account,  delay  the  conflderation  of 
the  buflnefs  for  a  longer  period*  In  anfwer  to  the  queftion 
of  the  laft  fpeaker^  he  faid,  that  he  trufted  the  debate  would 
certainly  come  on  on  Monday,  at  all  events. 

Mr.  Tierney  prcflTed  for  either  an  earlier  or  a  later  day  thaji 
Monday  being  named.  He  did  not  object  on  a  former  period 
to  the  difcuflion  being  delayed  two  days  on  account  of  the 
iHnefs  of  the  Miniiler — that  he  confidered  to  be  reafbnable; 
t>ut  it  could  ferve  no  end  to  put  it  off  now  fo  great  a  length 
of  time.  How  hard  was  it  for  thofe  who  had  come  from  the 
country  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  being  prefent  at  this  ^e* 
bate,  to  be  obliged  to  remain  fo  long  in  town.  If  it  did  not 
come  on  this  week,  it  ought  furely  to  be  deferred  till  Wed^* 
nefday,  for  the  accommodation  of  his  hon.  Friend,  of  whofe 
talents  and  whofe  fervices  every  one  muft  have  the  highe(l 
opinion,  and  whofe  attendance  on  this  difcuflion  was  of  fuch 
importance  to  his  country. 

Mr.  Percival  faid,  that  what  had  fallen  from  th^  hon. 
Gentleman  who  had  jufl:  fat  down  would  have  had  conQder- 
able  weight  with  him  if  he  did  not  confider  the  delay  in  taking 
into  consideration  his  Majefty's  meflageas  an  accommodatioa 
to  the  public,  and  not  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  now  in- 
difpofed.  It  was  of  infinite  confequence  to  the  nation  tha't 
that  Gentleman  Qiould  be  prefent  at  the  difcuflion  of  ameafure 
in  which,  no  doubt,  he  had  taken  a  part,  and  for  which  he 
was  in  a  great  meafure  refponfible.  It  had  been  remarked 
by  an  hon.  Gentleman  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  that 
thfs  wifli  fur  delay  was  contradidiory  to  the  fentiments  ex* 
prettied  by  his  right  hon.  Friend  when  he  brought  down  the 
meflage  from  his  Majefly.  But  in  his  opinion  he  had  only 
meant  then  that  it  would  be  injurious  to  Europe  and  the 
world  if  there  fliould  appear  any  hedtation  in  that  Houfe  in 
approving  of  the  meafures  of  government.  By  this  delay  no 
heiitation  could  appear  on  their  part,  for  it  was  not  volun- 
tary, but  produced  by  neceflity.  Mr.  I/ong*s  motion  was 
then  put  and  carried. 

A  meflenger  from  the  exchequer  brought  up  feveral  pub- 
lic accounts,  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  ihe  table. 

y[v.  f'Vilberforce  prefented  a.  petition  from  the  prifoners 
confined  for  debt  in  the  county  gaol  of  York.  Ordered  to 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Long  faid,  that  he  had  authority  from  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Sheridanji  who  had  promifed  to  make  «  motioii 

relative 


?«•-  i-l,       WOODFALL'S  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS.  239 

relative  fo  the  cxpecjition  to  Holland  on  Monday  next  to  fay, 
•hat  he  would  defer  making  it  till  Monday  fe*nnight. 

Upon  the  motion  of  Mr«  Long,  the  Houfe  then  adjourned 
to  Monday  next. 


HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 

MONDAY,  FEB.  3. 

The  caufe  of  appeal  from  the  court  of  feflion  in  Scotland, 
Donaldfon  verjus  Lord  Perth,  was  heard  at  the  bar,  and  after 
counfcl  for  the  appellant  and  refpondent,  had  refpedively 
gone  through  their  cafes>  LordElden  moved  that  the  counfel 
^Withdraw. 

His  Lordfhip  then  with  great  perfpicuity  examined  the 
merits  of  the  appeal,  and  of  the  refpondent's  anfwer,''  and 
dated  the  fum  and  fubftancc  of  the  evidence,  as  given  by  the 
refpe<^ivc  witneifes,  whofe  depofitions  had  been  made  before 
the  court  of  feflion,  inferring  from  the  whole  of  it,  that  there 
was  no  fufEcient  reafon  to  conclude,  that  Lord  Perth  had 
adcd  malo  animo,  or  done  any  thing  that  could  enable  the 
party  to  fuftain  an  action  for  defamation  ;  his  Lordfliip  there- 
fore pioved,  that  the  unanimous  decree  of  the  court  of  feflion 
be  affirmed.     Ordered. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  to  Wedncfday,on  which  ^ay  another 
appeal  from  Scotland  is  to  be  heard« 


•»■ 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

MONDAY,    FEB.    3, 

Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor  gzyt  notice  to  the  Houfe,  that  it  was 
his  intention  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  feflion  to  fubmit  a 
motion  to  its  confideration  refpeding  proteflant  diflenters. 
It  was  by  no  means  his  intention,  he  faid,  to  bring  forward 
any  thing  that  might  at  all  affedt  the  general  toleration  of 
the  country.  Ail  he  had  in  view  was  the  remedy  of  certain 
abufes  which  at  prefent,  in  his  opinion,  required  to  be  re- 
moved. He  then  particularly  adverted  to  the  cafe  of  licenfed 
preachers ;  and  faTd  that  he  had,  v/ithin  a  very  (hort  time» 
been  applied  to,,  and  obliged  to  grant  a  licence  to  a  boy  of 
fevetitcea  years  of  age,  as  a  preacher  of  the  gofpel. 

Mr.  fl^hitbread  g2LVG  notice,  that  he  intended,  on  Tuefday 
fe*n night,  to  move  the  Houfe  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
iimilar  to  that  he  had  the  honour  to  introduce  two  feflion s 
aguy  relative  to  the  poor  laws. 

HIS 
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HIS  majesty's  message. 

Mr.  Sicntary  Dunias  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  ttV- 
ing  into  confideration  his  Majefty's  meifagev  The  mefiagp 
being  accordingly  read.  <    .      . 

Mr.  Dundaslzidf  I  now  rife  to  move  anaddrePs  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  to  tharik  hint  for  the  gracious  communication  contained 
in  the  meifage  we  have  juft  heard  read.     With  refpeft,  Sir, 
t6  what  has  pafled  in  confequence  of  the  overtures  from 
France,  which  gave  rife  tojhe  prefent  queftion  in  the  anfwert 
thereto  returscd,  I  certainly  cannot  claim  any  ihare  of  the 
merit  thereto  attached,  having  been  abfont,  and  in  the  country 
when  the  particular  meafures  which  were  thereupon  adopted 
were  cohciudcd  on  by  the  reft  of  his  Majefty's  Minifters ; 
but  in  making  the  motion  which  I  am  now  abotit  to  do,  I  put 
in  my  claim,  not  only  to  a  (hare  of  all  its  demerits,  but  of  aH 
the  merits  and  refponfibility  atfo  which  attach  to  it,  in  com<* 
men  with  the  reft  of  his  Majefty's  advifers  upon  that  occa- 
fioa.     Sir,  I  apprehend,  and  hope,  that  in  difcufling  the 
queftion  now  fubmitted  to  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe, 
there  will  be  no  occafion  for  me  to  enter  at  length  into  the 
detail  of  all  the  hideous  features  which  have,  from  its  very 
origin,  attended  the  French  revolution,     ft  will  bcfufficienf 
for  me  to  call  the  attention  and  recolleAion  of  the  Houfc  to 
fome  of  the  prominent  principles  which  diftinguiflied  it  iit 
its  outfet,  and  which  have  fince  invariably  accompanied  its 
progrefs.     I  will,  Sir,  firft  of  all  mention  that  odious  and 
abominable  decree  of  the  19th  November,  1792,  which  de* 
cree  has  been  uniformly  followed  up  by  every  fucceeding 
government  in  France,  by  a  uniformity  of  cenduA  pregnant 
with  aggreflioni  an  utter  difre^ard  of  all  treaties,  and  a  molt 
Xovereign  contempt  for  the  ufages  and  cuftoms  of  all  other 
nations.     This,  Sir,  I  well  know ;  and  if  any  Gentleman 
difpuies  the  fa6l,  I  can  produce  the  moft  indubitable  proofs 
of  it.   Since  the  palling  of  that  decree.  Sir,  the  French  people 
and  its  government  have  been  continually  at  war,  with  aU 
moft  every  nation  in  Europe ;  and  as  to  thofe  who  have  not 
adually  been  engaged,  it  has  been  with  the  greatcft  difliculry 
they  have  been  able  to  keep  out  of  it.     I  will  beg  leave,  Sir, 
to  enumerate  ihofe  with  whom  the  French  government  have 
been  adually  engaged;  beginning  with  Auftria,  the  Empire, 
PrufGa,  Spain,  Great  Britain,  Genoa,  Modena,  Sardinia,  Ve- 
nice, Rome,  Naples,  Tufcany,  Ruflia,  and  the  Porte.     The 
kingdoms  of  Denmark  and  Sweden,  though  never  diTe6k]y 

.       i  engaged 
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Engaged  in  the  war,  had  nevcrthelefs,  as  neutral  po\7crs,  re- 
ceived fo  many  flagrant  and  violent  aggreflions  and  a£ls  of 
oppreffion,  in  the  oourfe  of  the  war,  that  they  had  very  re- 
cently been  under  the  neceflity  of  withdrawing  their  refpec- 
tive  ambafladors  from  Paris,  and  might  now  be  faid  to  be  the 
next  door  to  a  ftate  of  hoftility  with  them.  It  would  appear 
"to  me,  Sir,  extremely  ftrange  that  all  this  fliould  be  the  work 
of  chancei  It  would  feem  ftrange  to  me  that  any  man  could 
be  fo  blind  as  npt  to  perceive,  that  it  was,  in  faft,  attributable 
folely  to  the  nature  and  genius  of  the  revolution,  which  was 
formed  of  thofe  abominable,  diforganizing,  and  Jacobinical 
principles,  which  ftruck  direQly  at  the  root  of  every  regular 
government,  and  threatened  deftrudion  to  all  focial  and  cl«- 
vilized  order.  This,  Sir,  I  have  no  hefitation  to  declare,  ts 
the  fadl ;  and  it  is  particularly  requifite,  that  in  examining 
anddifcuffing  the  prefent  queltion,  this  Houfe  (hould  look 
with  a  fcrutinizing  eye  to  the  peculiar  charader  of  that  go- 
vernment whofe  principles  and  pra£lice  are  fo  peculiarly  ad- 
vcrfe  to  the  peace  of  all  other  countries.  Sir,  it  is  only  ne- 
ccffary  for  me  to  advert  to  their  own  proceedings  fince  the 
prefent  government  was  eftablifhed,  tofliewyou  the  fituatioti 
in  which  they  conceive  themfelves  to  have  been  from  thfc 
commencement  of  the  revolution.  They  acknowledge,  Sir> 
»hat  till  the  fourth  of  Noveitiber  laft,'  no  preceding  govern- 
ment had  ever  had  the  power  to  make  peace  with  any  ciegree 
of  fecurity  to  other  naiiotls.  This,  Sir,  Is  not  my  report  of 
them,  it  is  their  own — it  is  the  report  bf  the  Very  men  who 
vqfted  the  power  of  government  in  the  hands  of  the  Very  per- 
fon  with  whom  it  now  remains.  \Vhat,  Sir,  am  1  to  col-  ^ 
left  from  this  ?  Is  the  revolution  now  at  an  end  ?  No, .  Sii*, ' 
by  no  means.  It  may,  perhaps,  in  on6  refpeft,  be  faid  t6  be 
fo.  The  prefent  government  is  certainly  very  different  frorfi 
all  which  preceded  ir,  fo  far  as  relates  to  the  executive  part ; 
but  the  municipalities,  and  all  the  fubordinate  ofBcers  of  the 
republic,  arc  on  the  fame  footing  as  in  the  time  of  Robef* 
fpierre  ;  and  from  them  the  fame  feditious,  turbulent,  and 
Jacobinical  doftrines  may  again  burft  forth.  The  only  (ingle 
difference  which  liow  exifts  Is,  that  all  the  tyranny  is  con- 
centrated in  Bonaparte  hinifelf.  Bur,  Sir,  let  me  alk  the 
genilemen  the  quelHon,  and  let  me  beg  the  Houfe  ferioufly 
to  cooGder,  if  we  may  believe  their  own  words,  that  there 
was  no  fecurity  for  any  nation  making  peace  with  thetn  pre- 
vious to  the  month  of  November  laft,  what  more  fecutfty 
can  there  be  in  the  prefent  cafe  than  there  was  in  arty  of  the 
Vui.  I.  1800.  li  -others) 
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Others  r  Looking  upon  the  matter  in  ihis  light,  and  viewing 
the  importance  to  this  country  of  the  fubjcft  in  qucftion,  his 
Majedy's  fervants  thought  it  a  duty  peculiarly  incumbent  on 
them  to  advifc  his  Majefty  to  rcjedl  entering  intp  any  treaty  ' 
%viih  a  government,  which  was  no  way  different  fpom  thofc 
which  had  preceded  it,  further  than  having  had  one  tyrant  fuc- 
cced  to  another.  Another  rcafon,  Sir,  may  be  added  for  this 
condu6l  in  his  Majefty's  Miniders,  which  is,  that  they  were 
not  in  poflcflion  of  any  circumftances  or  fadls  which  could 
lead  them  to  believe  there  was  the  leaft  finccrity  in  the  over- 
.tures  which  were  made  on  the  part  of  the  French  .govern- 
ment ;  and  if,  Sir,  we  cannot  believe  there  is  any  finccrity  in 
the  dcdre  of  negociation,  nor  any  fccurity  (hould  a  peace  be 
conchidcd,  I  would  wifli  the  Houfe  fertoufly  and  deliberately 
.to  confidcr  whether  it  would  be  confiftent  in  us  to  throw  our- 
felves  into  the  arms  of  the  recent  ufurpcr  ?  Gentlemen,  Sir» 
have  frequently  (lated  opinions,  and  aikcd  the  queflion,  what 
are  the  grounds  on  which  to  form  a  judgment  of  the  (incerity 
of  a  treaty?  I  will,  anfwer  them  very  concifely.  I  thinks 
Sir,  fuch  a  judgment  may  be  very  fairly  formed  from  acon- 
Tideratibn  of  the  nature  of  the  fovereigns,  from  the  form  of  a 
government,  from  its  antiquity  and  ftability,  from  the  Mi- 
niflers  who  adrninifter  it,  from  its  relative  interefts  with  re- 
gard to  other  powers,  Thefe,  and  many  other  Artking  cir- 
.ctimflanccs  attending  all  regular  and  eftablifhed  governments^ 
'form  fo  many  criterioiis  on  which  a  judgment  might  be 
foimded  with  the  greated  precrfion.  But  I  will  a(k>  Sir,  i$ 
\here  one  of  thole  criterions  to  be  found  in  tbp  prefent  in- 
ft:incer  Not  one.;  every  thing  rcfts  upon  the  (ingle  a(ienioi> 
of  Bonaparte  himfelf,  that  he  is  of  a  pacific  drfpoHtion — ac- 
companied, I  mud  confefs,  wrthM.  Talleyrand's  certificate. 
Perhaps,  Sir,  I  maybe  found  fault  with  for  bringing  forward 
.'the  perfonal  character  of  Bonaparte  ;  I  cannot,  however, 
perceive  any  jud  grounds  for  tke  fmaUed  cenfufe  on  that 
head.  Indeed,  Sir,  it  is\not  I  who  am  tlie  occafion  of  it, 
'but  Bonaparte  himfelf,  wjio  has  thrud  himfelf  on  our  notice. 
He  has  averred  himfelf  tpbe  pacifically  inclined,  and  it  re«r 
mains  with  us  to  invediga'te  whether  we  can  place  that  con- 
fidence in  his  words  which  is  abfolutely  neceifary  before  we 
can  venture  to  rely  on  him.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  rail 
at  or  revile  Bonaparte  ;  certainly,  if  he  had  not  blafphemed 
his  Maker,  and  ufiirped  the  government  of  his  country,  he 
might  have  ftood  fairer  in  my  edimatron :  but.  Sir,  in  the 
invcdigation  of  his  character,  in  the  prefent  indance,  I  (hall 
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confine  myfelf  to  that  part  of  it  relative  to  pacificailan.  I 
ihall  requeft  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  whilfl;  I  enumerate 
to  them  the  feveral  treaties  he  has  entered  into  with  dif« 
ferent  powers  ;  the  faith  with  which  he  has  kept  the  fe- 
v.ral  alliances  he  has  entered  into;  and  from  thefe gentle- 
men will  be  enabled  to  draw  the  conclufion,  whether  it 
would  not,  ut  the  prefent  period,  be  highly  ificonfldent 
in  his  Majefty's  Minifters  to  enter  into  a  negociation  with 
hiosy  when  no  fecurity  can  be  depended  upon  for  the  main- 
tenance of  that  which  is  to  have  for  its  baQs  the  reciprocal 
intei'efts  of  the  two  countries  i  Sir>  I  jbeg  leave  to  recur  to 
his  conduA  with  Tufcany,  Sardinia,  Naples,  Malta,  Venice, 
Egypt ;  with  every  one  of  which  he  broke  the  treaties  he 
made  with  them.  He  entered  into  the  Venetian  territo'ries 
as  a  profeiTed  friend,  under  the  mod  folemn  aflurances  that 
he  came  to  deliver  them  from  the  yoke  of  Auftria  ;  but  no 
fooner  was  he  once  fairly  in  poflellion  of  Venice,  than  he 
overturned  the  ancient  government,  and  afterwards  gave  them 
up  to  that  very  power  from  whofe  tyranny  he  pretended  he 
came  to  deliver  them.  B«t  the  moft  atrocious  of  all  was  his 
condudl  to  the  Cifalpine  republic.  After  overturning  an 
ancient  government  in  that  country  aifo,  and  modelling  a 
conditution  cxa£lly  after  his  own  tafle  and  fancy,  this  very 
republic  waspuniihcd  in  a  moft  exemplary  and  extraordinary 
manner,  only  for  exercifing  an  independent  right  vefiedin  it 
by  that  very  conftitution  itfelf.  I  lliall,  in  the  next  place, 
Sir,  follow  him  to  Malta,  which  ifland  he  attacked  without 
the  fmalled  provocation  on  the  part  of  thofe  who  governed 
it,  and  after  leaving  a  flrong  garrifon  in  the  fortrefs,  he  bent 
his  courfe  for  Egypt,  where  he  feemed  to  improve  on  all  he 
had  done  before.  The  lad*  ad  he  did  there  (hews  in  the 
mod  glaring  colours  the  true  nature  and  bent  of  his  chara£ler. 
In  this  lad  a£l  he  writes  to  the  Grand  Vizier,  protefting  ihat 
he  never  had  any  inimical  defign  againd  Egypt,  but  came 
merely  to  punifh  the  refra&ory  Beys  and  the  Mamelukes. 
That  he  had  no  wilh  or  intention  of  injuring  the  Porte,  and 
to  evince  this,  he  was  ready  and  willing  to  withdraw  his 
army  from  Egypt.  But  what,  Sir,  in  this  lad  ad  did  he 
write  to  General  Kleber,  whom  he  left, to  command  the  army 
after  he  quitted  it  ?  Why,  Sir,  he  dcfired  that  rerpcdable 
general  to  enter  into  a  negociation  with  the  Grand  Vizier, 
but  by  all  podible  means  to  prevent  the  army  from  quilting 
£gypt  till  a  general  peace  diould  be  concluded ;  with  a  view, 
no  doubt,  that  when  fuch  an  event  took  place  he  would  en- 
deavour to  fend  out  frefh  fuccours  and  fupplies,  and  fo  retain 
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that  country  which  he  had  fo  long  been  pretending  he  was 
xeady  to  evacuate.  In  this  curfory  detail  of  the  condud  of 
Bonaparte,  I  have  been  talking  of  htm.  Sir,  as  a  warrior  and 
Tiegociator  ;  and  from  the  feveral  fads,  and  thexronfequences 
relulting  from  them,,  which  I  have, dated,  relative  to  his 
condu6^,  I  do  not  heGtate  to  declare  it  appears  to  me,  and  t 
think  it  mufl  be  clear  to  every  impartial  man,  that  a  total 
difregard  of  all  treaties  is  the  leading  feature  of  his  character. 
If  I  am  right,  Sir,  in  dating  thefe  points,  let  me  a(k  the 
Houfe  what  fecurity  we  have  to  treat  ?  I  know  it  has  been 
dated,  why  not  inake  the  experiment  ?  Let  me  tell  thofe  Gen- 
tlemen who  aflc  that  quedion,  that  the  experiment  is  by  no 
means  an  indifferent  or  ah  innocent  one.  Let  me  tell  thqm 
that  the  experiment  might  be  attended  with  the  mod  ferious 
and  fatal  confequences  to  this  country.  I  will  alk  them  allb, 
if  it  would  be  politic  or  jud,  by  making  fuch  an  experitnent, 
to  cxpofc  the  red  of  the  powers  of  Europe,  who  are  engaged 
in  tjie  conied,  to  be  facriiiced,  one  after  the  other,  to  the  in- 
fatiable  third  for  power  and  aggrandizement  which  has  fo 
pre-eminently  didinguiflied  the  rulers  in  France  from  the 
very  Cffmrnencement  of  the  revolution  ?  Let  Gentlemen 
Confider  what  was  the  fituatlon  of  Europe,  and  of  Italy  in 
particular,  previous  to  the  lad  campaign.     It  was  no  fmall  S 

confolaiion  that  all  Italy  was,  by  the  valour  and  good  con- 
du<S  of  our  allies,  wreded  out  of  the  hands  of  the  French. 
Italy,  which  had  before  been  over-run  and  conquered  by  Bo- 
i^aparte  himfelf,  and  furely  to  enter  into  a  ncgociation  now 
would  be  a  forry  return  for  the  late  brilliant  fervices  of  our 
allies,  in  that  as  well  as  in  every  other  quarter.  Such  a  pro- 
ceeding could  not  fail  to  damp  their  ardour  in  the  common 
caufe,  and  to  create  jealoufics,  and  want  of  confidence  in  us 
for  the  future.  In  this  point  of  view,  therefore,  this  was 
neither  an  indifferent  or  an  innocent  experiment.  Befidcs, 
Sir,  the  prefent  defireof  Bonaparte  to  enter  into  a  ncgociation" 
for  peace,  appears  to  me  to  operate  as  a  double-edged  con-  . 
lldcration.  He  may  be  defirous  for  ncgociation,  not  only 
tor  the  purpofe  of  raifing  didrud  and  jealouftes  in  the  breads 
of  our  allies,  and  thereby  weakening  and  enfeebling  oiir  mu- 
tual efforts,  but  to  gain  titYie  at  the  prcfcnt  moirtent,  in  order 
to  recruit  and  retrieve  the  exhauded  finances  and  refources 
of  France.  Pending  a  ncgociation  and  armidice  the  ports  of 
France  would  be  open  for  the  obtaining  fupplies  of  every 
kind  of  warlike  dores ;  and  are  we  to  reach  forth  our  fodcring 
hind  to  confolidate  the  power  of  Bonaparte  ?  This,  indeed, 
would  not  be  an  inuoceiu  experiment.    In  anfwer  to  ariother 
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obfervation  which  I  have  heard  darted ;  in  cafe  he  (hould 
prove  infmcere,  are  you  in  a  worfe  fituation  than  you  would 
be  wiih  the  princes  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  ?  To  this,  Sir, 
I  will  decidedly  anfwer.  Yes  ;  we  are  in  a  much  worfe  fitu- 
ation. I  do  not  mean  to  deny.  Sir,  that  the  fpirit  of  ambi* 
tion  has  frequently  manifeftcd  itfelf  in  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon^ 
but  then  it  was  an  ambition  of  a  different  (lamp,  it  had  fome 
bounds,  and  the  ends  of  it  were  always  difcoverablc.  The 
princes  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  would  declare  war  againft 
'  you,  and  fend  out  their  fleets  and  armies  againft  you,  but  then 
it  was  always  for  fome  end  and  purpofe  which  was  avowed 
and  definable.  They  did  not  pretend  to  change  and  overturn 
the  bafes  of  governments  with  whom  they  went  to  war ;  they 
did  not  endeavour  to  cut  up  by  the  roots  all  the  ranks  and 
privileges  of  the  different  orders  of  fociety  ;  nor  had  it  been 
ufed  to  corrupt  every  principle  by  which  fociety  are  held  and 
linked  together.  On  the  contrary,  the  French  revolution  has 
done  this.  There  is  at  this  moment  a  government  in  France 
founded  on  a  principle  which  can  give  no  fecurity.  A  pure, 
unadulterated  Jacobin  government.  We,  Sir,  have  a  heed 
on  this  fubjcft  ;  we  are  firmly  fixed  in  the  opinion  that  the 
bed  form  of  government  will  be  the  ancient  one,  confidered 
both  a^to  the  profperity  of  France,  and  the  repofc  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  all  Europe ;  but  we  do  not,  nor  ever  have  main- 
tained that  it  is  the  only  one.  All  that  we  want  is  a  govern- 
ment of  ftability,  that  may  be  able  to  give  fecurity  for  main- 
taining the  relations  of  peace  and  amity.  Since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  French  revolution  there  has  never  been 
any  government  of  this  nature,  and  for  want  of  it  the  peace 
and  fecurity  of  the  world  have  been  kept  in  hot  \vater.  Some 
Gentlemen,  perhaps,  will  alk.  May  not  fome  fxadion  of  all 
thofe  that  have  been  formed  arife  that  may  prove  fupcrior  to 
the  ancient?  To  this  I  anfwer,  that  I  know  the  former;  I 
know  what  is  the  extent  of  every  inconvenience  to  which  it 
has  ever  given  rife  ;  I  know  the  nature  of  its  bearings,  and 
am  able  to  guard  againft  its  mod  mifchievous  tendencies. 
Not  fo  the  governments  which  have  fo  rapidly  fucceeded  each 
other  fince  the  commencement  of  the  revolution.  Notwiih- 
ftanding  the  tyrannies  of  Briflbt,  Robefpierre,  Barrere,  &c« 
have  been  fuccellively  overthrown,  we  now  fee  that  a  fuc- 
cefsful  ufurpation  has  taken  place.  Perhaps  I  (hall  beaflced. 
What  !  are  you  againfi  all  revolutions  ?  To  this  I  anfwer^ 
No ;  there  may  be  revolutions  both  neceflary  and  falutary. 
What  was  the  nature  of  the  revolution  of  this  country  ?  Why, 

Sir, 
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Sir,  it  was  an  attack  upon  a  monarch  who  attempted  to  make 
himfelf  fuperior  to  the  law  of  the  land :  it  was  a  ftruggle  to 
prcferve  thofe  rights  and  privileges  which  thecdnftitutlonhad 
veded  in  the  people,  and  which  were  atteitipted  to  be  violently 
wrefted  from  them  by  arbitrary  power.  But  mark  what  was 
the  refult  of  this  revolution.  The  opinion  of  the  great  and 
celebrated  Lord  Somers  will  bed  ihew  this.  He  faid,  we 
have  obtained  a  redrefs  of  our  grievances,  and  now  let  us  en- 
deavour peaceably  and  quietly  to  fecurc  them  for  the  fujure. 
There  was  no.  idea  of  removing  the  landmarks  of  fociety, 
of  deftroying  ranks  or  orders  therein.  Every  thing,  on  the 
contrary,  was  eflayed  to  prcferve,  and  not  to  deflroy.  The 
French  revolution,  on  the  contrary,  had  tended  to  deftroy 
every  principle  which  could  bind  fociety  together  ^  nay,, 
even  every  principle  between  God  and  man. 

I  now  come,  Sir,  to  rhe  treaty  of  Campo  Formio,  which 
was  made  by  t^iis  very  Bonaparte  himfelf,  and  afterwards 
broken,  like  all  the  reft.     In  the  courfe  of  ten  years  we  have 

,  twice  opened  negociations  with  France  ;  once  at  Paris,  and 
again  at  Lille.  Yet,  Sir,  notwithflanding  this,  his  Majefty's 
Miniders  felt  no  inconfiderable  alarm,' being  aware  of  the 
danger  of  a  fuccefsful  ifl'ue  to  the  treaty.  There  were  many 
collateral  circumdances  which  led  to  the  adoption  of  this 
meafure;  hut  the  principal  reafon  was,  that  the  great  body 
of  the  people  of  this  country  had  fufFered  themfclves  to  be 
perfuaded,  that  the  refources  of  the  country  were  exhauded^ 
and  that  the  country,  from  particular  events  which  took 
place,  was  fo  critically  fituated,  that  they  expreded  an  almod 
uuiverfal  wifli  for  peace,  which  his  Majedy's  Miniders  did 
not  think  proper  to  withdand,  and  therefore  the  negociation 
was  fct  on  fooT.  At  Paris  very  confiderahle  conceifions  were 
made,  and  at  Lide  dill  greater ',  but  dill  this  was  not  fufl[!-^ 
cient  to  fatisfy  and  appeafe  the  implacable  fpirit  of  hodility 
which  France  then  breathed  againd  this  country.  But  ftip- 
pofe  for  a  moment.  Sir,  that  peace  had  at  that  time  taken 
place,  can  there  be  a  perfon  either  within  or  without  thefe 
walls  who  thinks  that  we  diould  not  have  been  at  war  again 
before  this  time?  Is  there  any  one  who  can  be  fo  blind  as 
no,t  to  fuppofc  that  the  correfpondence  with  IriOi  traitors 
would  not  have  been  carried  on  with  as  much  or  greater  zeal 
and  afiivity  than  it  has  already  been  ?  The  matter,  Sir,  I 
think,  will  not  admit  of  a  doubt.     But  even  fuppofe  that  out 

'  of  the  cafe,  the  expedition  to  Egypt  would  haye  caufed  a  war. 
A#W*  Uie  treaty  of  Campo  Formio  it  was  evident  that  Bo* 

nap  arte 


Fei.  3-1  WOODFALL'S  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS.  'tj^f 

naparte  gave  np  his  whole  mind  and  attention  tothe  grand 
expedition  to  Egypt.  Had  a  peace  been  concluded  with  us, 
is  it  to  be  fuppofed  they  would  have  reiinquilhed  adefign  for 
-which  fiich  great  preparations  had  been  made  in  the  equip- 
ment of  a  fleet  for  the  tranfporting  of  forty  or  fifty  thoufand 
men  ?  Egypt  was  no  province  of  ourg  ii  is  true ;  nor  was 
the  Porte,  to  which  it  really  belonged,  in  any  fuch  kind  of 
a6lual  alliance  with  us  as  to  warrant  our  interference  as  « 
guarantee  of  any  treaty  or  otherwi(jp.  Neverihelefs,  the  fiic- 
cefs  of  an  expedition  of  that  magnitude  was  pregnant  with 
•fuch  imminent  danger  to  our  moft  valuable  ftiifcmentsr 
abroad,  that  it  would  have  been  impoflible  to  have  avoided  a 
declaration  and  recommencement  of  the  war.  I  am  forry, 
Sir,  ta  have  trefpafled  fo  long  on  the  time  and  patience  of  the 
Houfe,  but  there  is  one  topic  rhore  to  which  I  beg  leave  Xo 
crave  their  attention.  Suppofe  at  the  prefent  moment  a 
treaty  of  peace  was  to  be  (Igned,  would  you  wilh  his  Ma- 
jefty  to  difband  his  troops  or  difmantle  his  fleets  ?  Pruifia  has 
at  this  inftant  a  very  large  army  in  the  field  for  ihe  purpofo  of 
'proteding  a  line  of  demarcation  :  wc  have  alfo  a  line  ot  de- 
marcation to  proteft. ,  The  fame  force  we  have  now  on  foot 
would  be  eqaally  neccflary  in  the  midft  of  pence.  You  muft 
be  equally  guarded  at  all  points,  boih  for  the  proteftion  of 
pofleflions  at  home  and  abroad.  We  inuft  be  prepared  with 
troops  for  the  defence  of  our  colonial  poflefllTons,  and  we  mud 
keep  our  fleets  in  pay  for  the  fame  purpofcs.  W^  (faould 
otherwffe  be  leaving  France  at  liberty  to  aA  againd  all  £u* 
rope,  and  againft  fome  powers  in  it  which  are,  and  ought  to 
be,  mod  near  and  dear  to  u<:,  whil(t  oUr^and&  would  be  tied 
up.  Under  thefe  circumdances  I  cannot,  either  as  one  of 
his  Majefty's  Mintfters,  or  as  a  member  of  Parliament,  give 
my  voice  for  negociation.  I  (hall,  therefore^  beg  leave  to 
move  the  following  addrefs  to  his  Majcfty. 

[The  addrefs  was  then  read,  and  was  to  the  fame  purport 
as  that  moved  in  the  HouTe  oO  Lords  on  Tuefday.  J 

Mr.  fVhitbreadhx^,  I  (hould,  Sir,  think  it  extremely  in- 
confiftent  with  the  conduft  which  I  haycheld  in  this  Houfe^ 
did  I  not  give  my  decided  negative  to  this  addrefs.  Having 
been  of  opinion  that  this  war  might  have  been  avoided  in 
theiifft  inflance,  and  having  uniformly  oppofcd  its  progrcfs 
whenever  occafion  ofiircd,  I  cannot  now  refrain  from  offering 
my  fentimcnts  onthe  prefent  fubje^l:  of  negociation.  The 
right  honourable  Gentleman  has  fet  off  an  fully  enough  by 
calling  the  attention  of  the  Houfe   to  all  th'  11*  cnormitie 
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which  have  taken  place  fince  the  commencement  of  the 
FreAch  revolution,  and  he  aflcs  if  any  perfons  would  now 
juftify  it  i  Sir,  enormities  of  the  mod  atrocious'  and  abo« 
minable  nature  have  no  doubt  been  committed,  but  I  have  no 
doubt  in  my  mind  of  a.great  part  of  thofe  enormities  having 
fprung  from  and  been  produced  by  the  intolerable  oppref* 
iions  of  the  old  government.     The  right  honourable  Gentle- 
.man  fays,  that  from  the  commencement  of  the  revolution 
they  have  attacked  and  been  at  war  with  every  nation  in  £u« 
rope.     The  right  honourable  Gentleman  has^  1  fuppofc, 
forgot  the  numerous  provocations  by  which  they  were  com- 
pelled .to  this  by  the  preflure  of  every  other  nation  againft 
them.     He  has,  I  fuppofe,  forgot  the  infolent  declaration  of 
PrufGa  to  the  refpedable  fcnate  of  Hamburgh,  that  he  would 
march  a  garrifon  of  twelve  thoufand  men  into  that  free  com- 
mercial city,  if  they  did  not  immediately  fend  away  the 
French  Minifter  r^ident  there.    He  has  forgot  al{b  the  many 
infolent  and  haughty  demands  made  by  Lord  Hervey  at  the 
court  of  Florence.     He  has  forgot  that  Lord  Hood  fent  an 
exprefs  tq  Florence  to  intimate,  that  if  the  French  aoibafla- 
dor  there  was  not  difmifled  within  a  certain  limited  time,  he 
would  attack  Leghorn  ;    and   that  Mr.  Drake  threatened 
Genoa  with  a  bombardment  if  the  fame  condition  was  not 
complied  with.     The  right  honourable  Gehtlenaan  talks  of 
Jacobin  principles  being  now  prevalent  in  France,  and  of 
there  being  no   fmcerity  in  the  overture  for  negociation :  I 
aflc  him  if  they  were  not  equally  more  fo  when  thofe  very 
negociations  took  place  at  Paris  and  Lifle  which  he  has  men- 
tioned to  night.     In  thofe  negociations  the  right  honourable 
Gentleman  has  confefled,  that  **  he  was  aware  of  the  danger 
of  fuccefs  in  thofe  treaties,*'  and  yet  Lord  M almefbury  nego- 
ciated  with  that  Jacobin  government  as  if  he  expeded  dnce- 
xity.    On  the  return  of  Lord  Malmeftury  from  Lifle,  Mini- 
fters  publilhed  an  official  declaration,  expreiling  that  *'  his 
Majefty  had  thus  availed  himfelf  of  eVery  opening  which 
could  in  any  manner  lead  to  a  fecureand  honourable  peace  :*' 
and  after  a  fimilar  declaration  to  England,  to  Europe,  and 
the  world,  that  "  hi  looks  with  anxious  expe^Iation  to  the  moment 
when  the  government  of  France  mayjhew  a  dtfpofttion  and  f pint 
in  any  degree  correfponding  to  his  own,*'     During  the  fecoud 
negociation  at' Lifle,  Lord  Malmefbury  offered  terms,  and 
whild  the  fame  was   pending,  a  revolution  took  place  in 
France,  by  which  the  government  pafled  into  the  hands  of 
more  violent  Jacobins  than  the  preceding  one,  yet  Lord 
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Malmefbury  cantinUfd  at  Liilt,  and  the  negociatioti  went 
on  till  JLord  Malmcfbury  was  difmilTcd  from  thence,  with4 
out  any  o!>je6lion  having  occurred  to  him  cither  on  account 
of  Jacobin  principles  or  infincerity.  Did  his  Majefty  re-» 
fufe  to  treat  then?  No:  he  exprefled  the  faine  feritiments 
of  a  dcfire  for  peace  as  before.  I  beg  leave  now,  Sir,  to  ad-; 
Vert  to  the  papers  on  the  table,  and  1  afl;,  is  there  apy  thing 
ofFcnftve  in  them  ?  Is  there  a  fmgle  exprefljon  in  his  letter  to 
his  Majedy  which  could  be  taken  amifs  from  one  crowned 
head  to  another^  fa  lau^h)  fuppofing  him  to  have  been  9 
crowned  head?  I  am  by  no  means  difpoTed,  Sir,  to  defend 
Bonaparte's  aflTumption  of  power,  nor  his  confHtution  which 
he  has  given  the  people :  but  I  think  the  power  of  Bonaparte' 
as  great  as  any  which  was  ever  vefted  in  any  other  hands ;  and 
therefore  that  a  negociation  may  be  entered  upon  with  at 
fntich  propriety  and  fecurity  with  him  as  wiih  any  govern^ 
tncnt  which  has  preceded.  The  right  honourable  Genticmati 
faid  he  would  not  dwell  on  his  perfonal  charader,  and  he  ba^ 
contented  himfclf  with  only  telling  us  he  is  abiafphemer  and 
an  ufurper.  Ccitain  letters  have  alfo  been  publilhed,  which 
Stccufe  him  with  not  having  obferved  any  treaty  he  had  mad«» 
In  order  to  form  an  accurate  judgment  on  this  point,  the 
Houfe  will  do  well  to  convince  themfelves  as  to  fafls.  I 
deny,  however,  Sir,  the  broa^i  aflertioh  oi  the  right  lionourr 
able  Gentleman,  that  he  never  obfctved  any  treaty  he  made; 
it  has  never  been  pretended  that  the  preliminaries  of  Leobea 
were  broken, -or  in  the  fmallf.ft  degree  infringed  ;  the  armif- 
ticc  with  Prince  Charles  was  not  broken  ;  and  as  to  the 
treaty  of  Campo  Formio,  that  could  not  be  broken  by  Bona/- 
parte,  for^  at  the  time  of  the  breach  of  it,  he  was  not  in 
France,  nor  had  been  from  a  1  moll  the  time  of  his  having 
made  it.  The  fight  honourable  Gentleman  objcds  to  treat 
with  Bonaparte,  becaufe  he  breaks  treaties.  If  you  obje6t 
that  to  htm  as  a  qrime,  look  at  the  breach  of  treaty  which 
Pruflia  made  with  this  coitntry  when  he  took  our  money,  and 
then  ran  away  and  left  us  in  the  lurch.  The  right  honour- 
able Gentleman  has  attributed  to  Bonaparte  the  puniftment 
of  the  Cifalpine  republic  :  but  I  all't^rt,  Sir,  that  was  the  aft 
of  the  executive  dlrc(51ory,  and  not  of  B-^naparte.  The  right 
honourable  Gentleman  has  dwelt  with  great  force  and  energy 
on  the  Egyptian  expedition  ;  he  has  endeavoured  to  paint  it 
as  full  oj  horrors  — referring  to  the  letters  on  this  lubjedl. 
I  wfll  beg  leave  to  aflc,  Sir,  if  we  hav€  all  the  documents  be» 
fore  us?  If  Wis  have  not,  it  isimppffible  to  form  an  accurate 
Vol.  I.  i860.  K  k  opinion ; 
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opinion  ;  but,  Sir,  even  from  what  we  have  before  us,  the 
right  honourable  Gentlemen's  account  of  Bonaparte's  letters 
to  the  Grand  Vizier,  and  to  General  Kleber,  is  not  confo- 
nant  to  the  faA.  He  faid  to  the  Grand  Vizier  that  he  was 
willing  to  withdraw  his  army,  and  he  defires  General  Kleber 
to  enter  into*anegociation,  but  not  to  conclude  it  before  a 
general  peace  took  place:  nothing,  however,  appears  on  the* 
face  of  the  letters  wKich  can  induce  a  belief,  that  he  did  not 
mean  the  firmy  (hould  be  then  withdrawn,  though,  it  is  af- 
fumed  by  the  right  honourable  Gentlcfman,  that  he  intended 
to  deceive  the  Grand  Vizier,  and  keep  the  army  there  till  re- 
inforcements could  be  fent  out  to  it,  fufficient  for  the  entire 
fubjugation  of  the  country.  Much  has.  been  faid  by  the 
right  honourable  Gentleman  on  the  injuftice  of  this  expedi- 
tion, and  he  has  inveighed  with  no  fmall  degree  of  bitternefs 
againft  Bonaparte,  as  the  author  of  it ;  but.  Sir,  I  believe  I 
can  venture  to  afTert  that  the  projed  of  this  expedition  was 
planned  by  the  pld  French  government,  and  the  execution 
only  carried  into  efFe£l  by  the  prefent.  As  to  the  injuftice  of 
it.  Sir,  if  that  is  flill  infifted  on,  and  if  Bonaparte  is  to  be 
deemed  incapable  of  negociating  on  that  account ;  let  me  re- 
mind the  Houfeof  the  irruption  of  the  King  of  Pruflia'  into 
Silefla,  and  wrefting  that  country  out  of  the  hands  of  a  de- 
feiicelefs  people :  let  me  call  to  their  recolledion  the  grofs 
violation  of. the  fame  monarch,  in  taking  pofreilion  of  Po- 
land. I  do  not  mean.  Sir,  in  any  manner  to  defend  Bona- 
parte for  the  blood  which  he  has  (hed  in  Egypt  or  elfewhere ; 
but  while  he  is  inveighed  againft  with  fo  much  acrimony  for 
the  numbers  he  has  Tacrificed  in  Italy  and  Egypt,  let  it  not 
be  forgotten  by  thq  Houfe  that  he  is  not  without  a  parallel ; 
and  if  he  has  killed  his  thoufands,  Marihal  Suwarrow  has 
ilaughtered  tens  of  thoufands  in  Poland.  I  beg  leave.  Sir, 
.once  more  to  mention  Bonaparte's  letter  to  the  King  of  Eng- 
land.' It  has  been  objeded  to,  that  it  was  out  of  the  line  of 
diplomatic  ufage — it  may  be  fo ;  but  ftill  it  does  not  contain 
one  ofFenfive  or  difrefpedful  expreflion.  But  the  right  hon; 
Gentleman  objeds  to  Bonaparte,  that  he  has  not  diiclaimed 
ihe  proceedings  of  the  former  governments  (ince  the  revolu- 
tion. Sir,  there  is  one  paflage  in  Bonaparte's  letter  to  his 
Majefty  which  I  have  jiift  alluded  to,  which  I  muft.requeft  the 
Houfe  to  attend  to.  The  following  is  the  paflage  I  mean  u 
**  Thefe  fentiments  cannot  be  foreign  t6  the  heart  of  your 
Majefty,  who  reigns  over  a  free  nation,  and  with  the  fofe 
view  of  rendering  it  happy." 

Here, 
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Here,  Sir,  is  a  fair  and  unequivocal  avowal  on  the  part  of 
Bonaparte,  that  he  thinks  this  a  free  nation,  and  that  his 
Majelly  reigns  in  the  hearts  of  his  people,  from  which  no 
Jacobinical  dodrines  or  principles  can  ever  dethrone  him, 
and  certainly  deferved  a  milder  anfwer  than  was  returned  to 
it  in  the  official  note  of  Lord  Grenville.  In  my  opinion,  Sir, 
this  letter  of  Bonaparte's  is  a  complete  difclaimer  of  the  de- 
cree of  the  ifth  of  November,  and  alfo  of  the  Jacobinical 
principles  which  have  been  fo  feverely  reprehended.  Much 
ih'efs  has  been  laid  upon  thefe  overtures  being  for  a  feparate 
peace ;  but  had  his  Majefty's  Miniders  fent  foranfwer,  we 
cannot  treat  but  with  our  allies,  I  have  no  doubt  the  reply 
would  have  been,  **  we  are  ready  to  treat  with  yotir  allies  in 
conjundion  with  you.'*  In  another  paflTage  of  this  letter, 
what  I  have  juft  now  obferved,  is  (Irongly  corroborated,  for 
Bonaparte  expreifes  **  his  fincere  defire  to  contribute  a  fe- 
cond  time  to  a  general  pacification."  If,  Sir,  Bonaparte.has 
a£led  contrary  to  e(labli(hed  diplomatic  forms  in  his  letter  to 
his  Majefty,  he  has  ihewn  every  refped  for  them  in  the  fecond 
difpatch  of  M.  Talleyrand  to  Lord  Grenville,  which  his 
LordQiip  fomewhat  haughtily  anfwered  by  a  (bort  reference 
to  his  former  Qfficial  note.  Sir,  permit  me  to  alk  the  Houfe 
ir  they  think  it  is  the  wifli  of  the  people  of  England  to 
wade  the  blood  and  treafure  of  the  countiy  to  reftore  the 
pnnces  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  ?  What  benefits,  I  would 
a(k,  did  this  country  ever  derive  from  the  friendfliip  of  the 
reigning  princes  of  that  Koufe  ?  Or  in  what  is  Europe  likely 
to  be  benefited  by  the  reftoration  of  that  line  of  princes? 
Let  us  call  to  mind  the  attempt  of  Lojus  XIV.  on  Holland. 
The  ravaging  and  laying  wafte  the  Palatinate ;  the  perfidy 
of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  in  aiding  and  aflifting  the  Ame- 
ricans in  the  American  war,  which  was  the  undoubted  cauie 
of  the  lofs  of  that  country  to  this.  Mr.  Whiibread  then 
warned  the  Houfe  of  the  ill  fuccefs  of  the  firft  coalition,  and 
to  be  v^ife  from  experience.  The  Emperor  Paul  declares  he  is 
at  war  for  royalty,  and  fo  are  his  allies.  We  aflert  we  don't 
infift  upon  f oyalty.  Mr.  Whttbread  then  took  notice  of  the 
difagreements  between  the  two  commanders  in  chief,  and 
their  criminations  of  each  other.  He  compared  the  alliance 
between  Ruflia  and  the  Porte  to  a  rope  of  fand  ;  inftanced 
the  fuperior  policy  of  the  American  government  over  this 
in  agreeing  to  a  treaty  after  having  withdrawn  her  ambalfa-^ 
dors  2  and  concluded  with  reading  the  words  of  an  amend- 
ment moved  by  an  honourable  Gentleman  not  then  ia  his 
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place  (Mr.  Wilbcrforce)  on  the  fame  fubjed^  lo  the  follow* 
ing purport:  *'  I  think  that  the  prefent  circumftances  of 
•France  do  not  preclude  this  country  from  entering  upon  a 
negociation,  and  that  this  country  ought  to  Conclude  a  peace 
if^ith  France  whenever  it  can  do  To  upon  fair,  juft,  and  lio- 
.BDUrable  terms." 

Mr.  CMnning  (aid,  that  much  as  he  differed  from  the  hon. 
Qentltzman  whohad  juft  (at  down,  in  almoft  every  argument 
which  he  had  advanced,  and  in  every  inference  which  he  had 
drawn,  refpeding  the  pa(l  condu£l,  or  prefent  views  and 
fittiations  of  this  country  and  of  France;  there  were  no 
points  on  which  he  differed  from  him  more  entirely,  than 
on  the  pofition  which  he  had  laid  down  at  the  beginning  of 
.his  fpeech,  that  the  origin  and  caufes  of  the  war  formed  no  ^ 

part  of  the  prefent  qiieiUon  ;  and  that  which  he  had  infifted* 
-upon  in  k  fubfequcnt  part  ot  his  fpeech  (and  which,  coupled 
•with  the  foregoing,  did  indeed  go  to  preclude  all  difcullion 
upon  the  quedion  to  any  ufefu)  purpofc),  that  it  was  highly  K 

unncceflarry  and  improper  to  enter  into  any  inveftigatfion  of 
rthe  perfonat  charaider  of  the  prefent  Firlt  Conful  of  ihc 
•French  republic.     Grant  the  hon.  Gentleman  thefetwoat-^ 
■fumptions,  and  there  was  an  end  of  our  deliberations ;  there*  j 

was  no  longer  a  fubje£l  before  the  Houfe  which  it  could  be  i 

of  the  fmalleft  advantage  to  examine  \  there  was  no  longer  I 

any  teft  by  which  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  the  con-  . 
•duot  of  government  cotild  be  tried. .  I'ake  away  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  aggrc (lions  of  France  in  the  commencement 
of  the  war,  and  her  condudl  during  its  continuance ;  and 
take  away,  at  the  fame  time,  the  liberty  of  enquiring  freely 
into  the  grounds  andjufticeof  the  pretenfions  put  forward 
by  the  perfon  now  at  the  head  of  the  French  governtnent ; 
and  what  remained,  by  which  to  cftimate  the  comparative 
policy  of  refufmg,  or  of  having  accepted,  the  overtures  for 
negociation  ?  How  were  the  Houfe  to  judge  of  what  would 
be  the  condu<^  of  France  under  the  prefent  c ire utn fiances, 
but  by  a  review  of  what  had  been  her  conduft  hitherto  ? 
By  what  means  were  they  to  decide  how  far  the  power,  and 
the  perfonal  difpofiiions,  of  the  prefent  Chief  Ruler  of  FraiKe 
fiipcrceded  the  neceflity  of  recurring  to  the  examination  of 
thc'Conduft  of  France  under  its  preceding  revolutionary  go- 
iTehftnents,  unlcfs  they  were  permitted  to  enquire,  in  the  btft 
•way  that  they  could,  into  the  probable  fincerity  of  thofe  dif- 
pofiiious,  and  the  probable  fiabilityof  the  power  for  ^giving 
•them  cffccl  ?  * 
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It  was  Angular,  however,  that  while  the  hon.  Grentiemati 
detiied  to  the  (ide  of  the  Houfe^n  which  he  fat  the  right  of 
reviewing  the  pad  tranfaSions  of  France  with  foreign  na* 
tions,  and  with  this  country,  and  the  advantage  of  contrafting 
the  profefllons  of  the  Chief  Conful  with  his  former  prita* 
ciples  and  conduct :  he  had  himfelf  no  fcruple  in  taking  that 
liberty  with  the  charafler  of  his  own  country,  which  he 
thought  unwarrantable  in  refpeft  to  that  of  the  enemy  ;  and 
he  felt  no  delicacy  in  going  back  to  the  crimes  and  errors  of 
monarchical  France,  and  depidiing  the  dangers  which  Eu- 
rope had  in  former  times  had  to  dread  from  the  overweening 
ambition,  and  tyrannical  ufurpations  of  Louis  XIV.  though 
he  thought  any  fuch  animadverfion  upon  republican  Franco 
ho  way  to  be  juilified,  and  confidered  the  uftirpation  of  Bo- 
naparte as  privileged  to  an  exemption  from  cenfure  or  en- 
quiry* 

Thci  conduft  of  Great  Britain  in  the  earlier  part  of  the 
war,  the  hon.  Gentleman  declared  to  have  been  fo  unprin- 
cipled, and  her  aggreflions  and  infults  againft  neutral  and  un- 
offending nations  fo  grofs  and  outrageous,  that  nothing  of 
what  wa»  imputed  to  France  could  ftand  in  competition  witk 
it,  in  point  of  enormity.  No  violation  of  the  law  of  T»a- 
tiotis,  no  infringement  of  rights,  nor  infliction  of  calatnities* 
with  which  France  vi'as  charged,  could,  in  the  eyes  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  equal  the  glaring  injufiice  and  oppreflion 
of  our  condiift  towards  Genoa  and  Tufcanv.  The  tranfac- 
tions  refpedling Genoa  and  Tufcany,  Mr.  Canning  obfcrved, 
had  been  made  the  ground  of  much  unjufl  accufation,  and 
appeared  to  him  to  have  been  wholly  mifunderftood.  The 
fliort  ftatement  of  that  which  related  to  Genoa  was  ftmply 
this:  Genoa  was  confidered  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  as 
OriAly  neutral,  and  as  fuch,  was  refpcdleu  by  his  Majefty's 
fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  until  it  was  found  rtiat,  in  fpite 
of  its  pretended  neutrality,  the  Gcnoefe  government  allowed 
France  to  derive  conftant  and  large  fuppliei;  of  prcnifions  for 
its  armies,  from  their  Gcnoefe  territory  ;  and  that  the  re- 
peated friendly  remonftrances  of  the  Commant|er  ot  his  Ma- 
jefty'sfleet,  and  of  his  Miniftcr  at  Genoa,  had  been  employed 
in  vain  to  prevent  the  repetition  and  continuance  of  a  prac- 
tice, which  all  the  laws  of  civilized  war  gave  them  a  fuH 
tight  to  complain  of  as  a  departure  from  neutrality.  When 
thefe  admonitions  had  proved  ine(Fe£lual,  recourfc  was  had, 
and  juftly  to  threats  ;  which  threats,  however,  be  it  h;mem- 
-  beredj  w^re  never  carried  int«  execution  :  andj  perhaps,  the 

only 
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only  thing  withr  which  his  Majefty*s  government  had  to  re- 
proach itfelf  within  the  whof^  of  this  buflners  was,  that  it  did 
not  allow  the  fyftem  of  intimidation  to  be  purfued  far  enough 
toanfwery  for  any  length  of  time,  its  jnlVihable  purpofe  ;  nor. 
"was  there  any  thing  that  could  be  rcprefented  as  contrary  to 
the  Ifiws  and  rights  of  nations  in  what  was  done,  or  what  was 
threatened  on  thisoecafion  ;  nor  any  thing  that  could  be  con- 
fidered  as  even  harlh  and  rigorous,  except,  indeed,  by  thofc. 
who  conceived  that  the  French  had  a  privilege,  uniformly 
and  in  every  cafe,  to  exa<El  to  the  lull,  not  the  obfervance  of 
4he  duties  of  neutrality  tmvards  them,  but  the  violation  of 
them  in  their  own  favour,  and  that  in  proportion  as  France 
"was  exorbitant  in  her  demands,  we  vvere  to  be  humble  and 
felf-denying  ;  that  we  were  to  take  as  an  excufe,  from  every 
neutral  (late  that  might  choofe  to  conciliate  France  by  fa-* 
vour  and  partiatity,  the  aflTertion,  that  truly  they  coidd  not 
help. It ;  that  France  was  fo  prefUng,  and  fo  peremptory,  that 
they  were  obliged  to  confult  their  own  fafety  by  conceffion  : 
in  ibort,  that  we  were  to  fubmit  to  all  the  difadvantages  of  a 
firi(St  and  forupulous  forbedrance  on  our  part,  while  France 
enjoyed  all  the  advantages  of  unqualified  exa(^^ ion  ;  and  that, 
in  compafTion  to  the  weaknefs  of  the  Rates  who  could  not 
preferve  their  line  of  duty  towards  us,  we  wee  to  omit  every 
ppportynity  of  doing  juftice  to  ourfelves.  A  fyflcm  of  mi- 
ferable  imbecillity  which  he  did  not  wonder  France  (hould 
be  loud  in  preaching,  in  order  to  referve  to  herfelf  exclu- 
fively,  the  right  of  departing  from  it  in-^very  inttaucc  ;  but 
onfc  >vhich  he  trufted  this  country  would  never  adopt.  ^.  long 
as  it  had  a  ju(l  fenfc  of  its  own  rights,  and  power  to  alTcf.  and 
to  enforce  them. 

With  regard  to  Tufcany,  much  the.  fame  obfervations 
would  apply.  France  had  continued  to  derive  every  aflilU 
ance,  and  England  felt  every  inconvenience  in  the  condu£l 
of  the  war,  frotn  the  ilUobfcrvcd  neutrality,  and  partial  po- 
licy of  Tufcany;  a  pfirtiality  not  more  difadvdniageous  to 
the  caufe  in  which  Etygland  was  engaged,  than  it  was  mani- 
feftly  prejudicial. in  its  effefts,  to  the  fecurity  of  the  Grand 
Duke's  government,  and  to  the  real  intcrefts  of  his  domi- 
nions. 'J\jfcany  had  been  from  the  beginning  of  the  war, 
the  center  of  the  French  confpiracy  againrt  the  peace  and  in- 
dependence of  all  Italy;  ^nd  even  in  the  councils  of  the 
Grand  Dnke  him felf,  itwasjuftly  apprehended  that  there 
had  penetrated  a  degree  of  French  influence,  dangerous  alike 
to  his  own  uates,  and  to  all  his  neighbours.     Ufidcr  thefe 
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circumftances  Great  Britain  was  not  only  jufti6edj  but  was 
called  upon  to'afferi  her  own  right  to  be  treated  with  fairnefs 
and  impartiality,  and  was  warranted  in  employing  the  moft 
peremptory  terms  to  enforce  the  refpcS  which  was  due  to 
t(rher,  and  in  reprefeniing  amicably,  but  forcibly,  to  the 
Tufcan  government,  the  double  danger  in  which  it 'was  daily 
involving  itfelf,  from  the  rcfentment  of  the  allies  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  overbearing  domination  of  France  on  the  other. 
Keprefentations  to  this  efFe£l  certainly  were  made  by  Lord 
Hervcy,  then  his  Majefty's  Minifter  at  Florence:  and  if,  ia  • 
executing  the  orders  of  this  court,  Lord  Hervcy  was  hurried 
by  his  zeal  for  the  fervice  of  his  fovereign,  and  for  the  great 
caufe  in  which  England  and  her  allies  were  embarked,  into 
expreflions  of  any  thing  like  intemperance  Or  difrefped,  it 
ought  not  to  be  forgotten,  that  upon  the  flatement  of  this 
I  circumdance,  accompanied  with  the  expreflion  of  the  Grand 
Duke's  difpleafure  and  deflre,  that  Lord  Hervey  fhould  be  re- 
called ;  that  deflre  was  indantly  complied  with.  Lord  Her- 
vey was  immediately  recalled,  and  thus  the  be(l  and  moft  fa- 
tisfadory  reparation  was  made  to  the  government  of  Tuf- 
xany,  and  the  chara£ter  of  the  government  of  England  com- 
pletely cleared.     Nor  was  this,  however,  all  ?   the  condudl 
of  Lord  Hervey,  though  admitted  to  be  fuch,  as  to  occafion 
this  complaint  of  the  court  of  Tufcany,  and  to  draw  down 
uponhiniy  in  confequence,   this  mark  of  difapprobation  of 
his  own  court,  was  yet  not  entirely  fuch  as  it  is  reprefented 
in  certain  publications,  from  which  in  this,  as  in  other  in* 
fiances,  the  hon.  Gentlen^en  on  the  other  fide  of  the  HouFe 
probably  derived  the  information,  on  which  they  thought  it 
expedient  to  ground  their  charges  againft  the  powers  at  war 
with  France.     Itl  the  fame  colleflion  of  ftate  papers,  which 
contains  the  treaty  of  Pavia,  and  the  fecret  articles  of  the 
treaty  of  Pilnitz,  both  grofs   and   imprudent  fabricati<>nS| 
without  the  (hadow  of  foundation,  or  the  pretence  of  autho* 
rity  ;  in  that  fame  publication,  reding  on  fimilar  grounds  of 
authenticity,  is  even  to  be  foimd  a  pretended  note  from  Lord 
Hervey,  addrefled  di redly,  and  perfonally,  to  the  Grand 
Duke  of  Tufcany,  of  which  it  was  fufficient  to  fay,  tl^at  no 
fuch  note  ever  was  prefented;  no  fuch  note  ever  was .  tranfr 
milted  from  Lord  Hwcy  to  this  court;    nor  was  it  ever 
beard  of  by  any  pcrfon  conne£led  with  the  government  of  this 
country,  until  it  made  its  appearance  in  the  fame  volume 
with  the  treaty  of  Pavia  and  Pilnitz.    [Mr.  Cantiing  here  read 
a  ccfj  of  a  poper,  purporting  to  bsM  nQtejrom  Lard  Hervry  to  thf 
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Grand buke  ofTufeahy^  dated  September  2,  1793.]  He  read 
this  note,  he  faid,  not  as  conceiving  that  the  circninftance  o£ 
fuch  a  fabrication  having  been  contrived,  did  awray  all  ground 
of  complaint  againft  Lord  Hervey.  The  complaint  he  had 
^dmitied  to  have  exifted ;  and  it  had  been  fatisfied  by  Lord 
Hcrvcy's  recall.  But  he  did  think  that  this,  coupled  with 
the  other  inftanccs  to  which  he  had  referred,  of  the  fpuridus 
treaties  of  Pavia  and  Pilnitz,  might  have  the  efFeft  of  making 
Gentlemen  a  little  cautious  in  future  how  they  adopted,  and 
relied  upon  as  authentic  (late  papers,  whatever  trafh  it  might 
pleafe  the  friends  of  France  to  publifh  as  fuch,  for  the  jufti*- 
fication  of  her  caufb. 

He  had  one  word  tnore  to  add  upon  the  fubje^l  of  TuD 
cany.  The  hon.  Gentleman  had  appeared  to  rely  upon  th^ 
condud  of  Great  Britain,  in  this  inllance,  not  only  as  zfet-^ 
off  againd  the  outrageous  proceedings  of  France  towards 
neutral  nations,  but  as  a  ground  of  her  proceedings  towards 
Tufcany  itfelf  in  fubfcquent  periods  of  the  war,  particularly 
in  the  invafion  of  Leghorn,  and  the  fcizure  of  Britiih  pro- 
perty there  in  1797.  He  had  already,  he  trfffted,  done  awa^ 
the  imprellion  of  the  honourable  Gentleman's  argument  iii 
khe  former  refpcft,  by  (hewing  that  Great  Britain  had  not 
condufted  herfelf  fo  flagrantly  as  was  reprefented,  and  that^ 
in  the  inftance  in  which  her  minider  had  outdepped  the  line 
of  his  inflrudions,  he  had,  with  the  condefcenfion  becoming 
II  great  country  in  its  intercourfe  with  a  weaker  ftate  (whofe 
very  fcnfe  of  its  own  weaknefs  might,  perhaps,  make  its 
feelings  the  more  irritable,  and  its  honour  the  more  jealous), 
done  every  thii>g  in  her  power  to  atone  for  the  offence.  Itt 
the  other  refpeft,  France  caq  derive  no  dcfenfce  from  the  con- 
dtlA  of  Great  Britain  :  for,  fubfequently  to  all  that  pafled 
on  this  occafion  through  the  medium  of  Lord  Heivey,  and^ 
confequently,  to  Tufcany's  being  confidered  by  France  as 
having  become  a  party  in  the  war  againft  her,  a  feparate 
tcfaty  of  peace  was  concluded  at  Pari§  between  the  Grand 
Duke  and  the  French  republic.  And  it  was  in  vioUtioh  of 
ihts  treaty,  fhat  the  French  army  under. General  Bonaparte 
took  poircflion  of  Leghorn,  and  feized  and  confifcated  Bri- 
'tifli  property  to  an  immenfe  amount,  depofited  there  under 
i\\t  protedioh  and  guartant(?e  of  Tufcan  neutrality  ;  a  viola« 
4ioh.of  the  laws  of  neutrality  almoft  unparallelled  in  extent 
%nA  atrocity,  except  by  other  examples  to  be  found  in  the 
conduft  of  the  French  themfclves,  and  an  outrage  for  which 
the  gotermBcnt  that  permitted,  or  (what  is  in  ihidnefs  the 
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fame  thing)  could  notprcVent  k,  is  refponfible  to  thegoVerB* 
merit  whofe  fubjefis  have  fuffered  by  it ;  which,  therefore^ 
gave  to  his  Majefty,  if  he  had  chofen  to  make  uA»of  it,  fuli 
right  of  reprifal,  and  which  gives  to  the  moderation  obfervfd 
fince  in  the  condu£^  of  Great  Britain  towards  Tufcany,  a 
chara£ler  of  the  greateft  magnanimity,  generofity,  and  for- 
bearance. 

After  all,  however,  if  it  were  in  other  refpe£ls  proper  and 
reafonable  to  retrace  the  condud  of  France  at  formerperiods 
of  the  war,  and  if  the  condud  of  Great  Britain,  in  rq^rd  to 
other  nations,  left  them  at  liberty  to  do  fo,  the  hon*  Gentle* 
man  had  contended,  that  the  Miniders  had  given  up  all  right 
to  look  back,   by  entering  into  negociation  at   Paris,  and 
afterwards  at  Lifle.     And  he  had  further  infifted^  that  the 
declarations  publiflied  in  his  Majefty's  name,  at  the  conclu- 
fion  of  each  of  thofe  negociations,  had  bound  the  govern- 
ment of  this  country  to  enter  into  negociation  anew,  at  lead 
to  receive  overtures  for  peace,  whenever  the  enemy  might 
(bew  a  readin(;rs  toireat  with  them.     This  reafoning  (Mr. 
Canning  faid)  feemed  to  him  to  be  by  no  means  correft*. 
The  pledge  given  by  the  declarations  of  his  Majefty  could- 
in  no  fair  conflrudion  be  made  to  apply  fo  widely  and  fo- 
eternally  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  was  defirous  of  having  it 
believed.   As  to  the  declaration  made  after  the  Paris  negocia-. 
tion^  whatever  might^be  the  promtfes  held  forth  in  future  ne- 
gociation, they  were  fully  and  entirely  fatisiied,  and  the  pledge 
contained  in  them  entirely  redeemed  by  entering  into  the  ne* 
gociation  at  Lille.    And  as  to  that  which  was  publiihed  after 
the  negociation  at  Lifle,  it  was  not  only  not  of  the  vague  and 
unlimited  nature,  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  defcribed,  but 
it  was  in  truth  more  limited  by  circumAiances,  and  more  pre- 
cife  in  the  extent  and  duration  of  its  obligation  than  the  for-  - 
nier.     F,qt  what  was  the  (late  of  the  circum (lances  under  • 
which  that  declaration  was  publiflied?    Lord  Malmeibury. 
had  been  empowered  to  offer  the  terms  of  peace  at  Lifle,  (q 
liberal,  fo  advantageous,  to  the  enemy,  that  nothing,  in  fac^y 
but  the  real  and  preffing  necelfiiy  for  peace  which  (from  va-, 
rioUs  caufes  which  he  fliould  not  derail,  but  which  had  been 
alluded  to  by  his  right  hon.  Friend,  Mr.  Dundas)  was  felt  in  • 
this  country,  could  have  jufVificd  the  government  in  foregoing 
tbem  ;  and  that  it  wars  not  unreafonably  to  be  apprehended, . 
that  apy  favourable  change  in  the  circumflancesof  the  country 
might  induce  the  government  to  feize  an  opportunity  of  de- 
parting from  them.     Such,  however,  was  not  the  inteutipn 
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•r  tht  policy  of  gomnnneiit.     A   favourable  change  had 
taken  place  in  tht  circumiftances  of  the  country;  for,  fbon 
ifter  the   breaking  off  of  the'  conferences  at  Lifld,  and  the 
Ibnding  away  of  Lord  Maltneft)ury,  it  had  pleafed  Providence 
lo  blefs  his  Majefty's  arttts  with  a  fignal  viAory  over  tho 
fleet  of  one  of  his  enemies.     The  etkA  of  this  vidory  was 
tofecure,  in  a  great  meafure,  the  fafety  of  the  country,  and 
to  raife  the  fpirits  of  the  people  Certainly  in  a  very  conflder- 
able  degree.     But  ftill  the  King's  Minifters  thc^ught  peace 
ttpon  the  whole  defirabie ;  and  feeling  this,  and  apprehend* 
icig,  at  the  fanoe  time»  that  the  enemy  would  naturally  con** 
elude  that  the  advantage  fo  recently  gained  mud  of  necef— 
fity  have  raifed  our  terms,  they  thought  it  expedient  to  give' 
Chem  to  underftand  that  fuch  was  not  thecafe-Hhat  even  after 
tiie  viftory  of  Lord  Donpan  they  were  ready  ta  rhake  peace' 
upon  the  fame  terms  which  they  had  offered  be  fore;  and, 
for  this  purpofe,  the  declaration  was  publifhed.     The  enemy 
might  have  taken  them  at  their  word  at  the  time :  fortu* 
nately  he  did  not.     But  was  it  4o  be  argued,  that  fuch  a  de- 
claration, made  under  fuch  drcnimftances,  and  with  fuch  a 
view,  was   to  be  everlafting^y  binding  ?  That  bccaufe  one 
vidory,  becaufe  a  favourable  change,  in.  one  particular,  of 
the  fituation  of  this  country,  did  not  alter  the  opinion  of' 
Miniikrs  as  to  the  preferabtenefs  of  peace,  to  war  (a  choice 
of  evils,  God  knows,  as  fuch  a  peace  mu(t  have  been),  alid 
did  not  affeA  the  moderation  of  their  terms,  therefore  they 
were  to  be  held  for  ever  to  the  words,  not  the  fpirit,  of  their 
propofition ;  were  never  to  be  at  liberty  to  vary  their  tone 
with  the  variation  of  circumftances,  both  in  this  country^ 
and  in  the  fituatidn  of  the  enemy,  but  were  bound  to  be 
always  forthcoming,  when  the  enemy  pleafes  to  call  tipon 
them,  and  to  make  at  all  times  the  worn  ternis  poflible  for 
Great  Britain,  becaufe  there  had  been  a  period  whena  peace^ 
even  on  terms  fo  bad,  was' thought  preferable  to  the  continu- 
ance of  the  War  ?  Surely  there  was  not  commoix  fairnefs,  oir 
reafon,  in  fuch  a  mode  of  argument ;  nor  would  there  be 
common  fenfe  in  fuch  ^  mode  of  conduA ! 

As  little  could  it  be  argned,  that  the  having  treated  with 
revolutionary  France  at  all,  precludell  MrrtiUers  for  ever 
from  confldering  the  internal  itate  of  that  country  as  a  dif- 
coufagement  to  negociation.  Whatl  becaufe  they  had  al- 
ready felt,  in  the  abri>pt  and  infulting  termination  of  the  ne« ' 
gocrution  at  Lifle  (of  Paris  he  would  fay  nothing),  what  it 
"Was  to  treat  with  a  revc^utibnary  golterxvmcnt :  were  they, . 
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therefore,  of  courfe,  bouad  to  treat  imtpediately  and  eagerly 
With  every  new  govern meiity  the  inftant  that  it  prefented  it- 
fclf  to  their  view?  Was  the  mere  faft  of  an  experiment 
having  been  tried,  and  having  fariedt  of  itfelf  a  fufficient  in«^ 
ducement  to  try  it  again  ?  Were  the  government  bound  t9 
ihiS|  if  circumdanccs  continued  the  fame,  and  afforded^ 
tiierefore,  only  the  fame  chance  of  fuccefs  ?  And  were  they 
equally  bound  to  it  in  cafe  of  a  change  ?  Was  there  now  a 
change  in  the  circumdances  or  difpofitions  of  the  cnemyi 
which  warranted  the  expedaiion  that  the  chance  of  fuccefs 
would  now  be  greater  ?  And  if  there  were  fo,  how  were  they 
to  afcertain  it,  but  by  that  very  examination  and  comparifon 
of  the  prefent  fltnation  of  France,  and  the  French  govern-^ 
ment  with  that  which,  had  before  baffled  their  endeavours 
after  pe;ice  ;  which  examination  and  comparifon  the  hon* 
Gentleman  had  warned  the  Houfe  not  to  purfue? 

Whether  or  no  any  fuch  fortunate  and  promifrng  altera- 
tion had  been  efFeded  in  the  principles  and  temper  of  France* 
by  the  alteration  of  form  of  governmient  and  of  perfons,  was 
precifely  the  quefffon  upon  which  the  government  of  this 
country  had  to  make  up  its  opinion,  before  it  could  fafely,  or 
prudently,  or  confidently,  entertain  any  propofal  for  nego- 
ciation«  It  was  precifely  that  upon  which  it  was  impoir^ble 
to  make  up  any  rational  opinion,  until  they  (hould  have  feen 
trial  of  the  new  cftablifhment  ;  a  trial  only  to  be  decided  by 
what  was  fo  juftly  infifted  upon  in  the  official  note  returned 
in  anfwer  toGcneral  Bonaparte's  letter  to  hisMajefty,  "  ex- 
perience and  the  evidence  of  fafts.*' 

But  this  diftruft  jof  the  new  government  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man profcflcd  to  believe  to  be  in  a  great  mcafure  affefled  ; 
an  I  to"  be  put  forward  only  in  order  to  afford  an  opportunity 
for  declaring  the  marked  and  excluilve  prediledion  of  Mi-* 
niflers.for  the  ancient  monarchy  of  France:  and  nothing 
could,  in  the  hon.  Gentleman's  opinion,  be  itiorc  impolitic^ 
as  well  as  more  outrageoufly  infulting,  to  the  feelings  of  tho 
people  in  France,  than  the  avowal  of  a  defire  to  fee  the  an- 
cient monarchy  reftored.  Undoubtedly  fuch  a  defire  was 
pbinly  and  diflin£lly  avowed  ;  and,  for  his  part,  Mr.  Can- 
ning faid,  he  was  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  what  there  was  in  thd 
avowal  that  could  irritgte  the  feelings  of  Ficnchmen.  Ify 
indeed,  it  were  poUible  to  imagine,  that  there  ftill  exifted  in 
vFrance  a  large  body  of  (Tncere,  bigot  ted,  fanatical  lovers  of 
republicanifm,  of  pcrft>ns  who  gravely  beIiev<^d  in  the  purity 
aiid  j)erfedioQ  of  the  republican  principlci  as  applicabre,  or 
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as  ever  having  been  applied  to  the  government  of  France, 
under  any  of  its  fucceifive  revolutions,  who  ftill  looked  with 
faith'  and  hope  to  the  prefervation  and  propagation  of  their 
principles,  and  conMered  nothing  bnt  the  return  of  monarchy 
as  likely  to  oppbfc  their  progrcfs,  or  diminilh  their  influence 
and  operation ;  if  fuch  a  race  of  madmen  yet  were  to  be 
found,  whofe  eyes  and  imderftandings  the  vvhoN:  feries  of 
tyrannies  from  RobcTpicrre  and  Bonaparte  had  not  been 
fufficieut  to  open  ;  wiih  ihcm,  he  muft  confeft  that  the 
expreflioh  of  a  wifti  for  the  reftoration  of  the  old  kgiti- 
matc  government  might  be  unpopular;  their  feelings  fuch  a 
propofition  might  irritate.  But,  he  confclled,  he  could  not 
cafily  perfuadc  hiiTifelf  that  fuch  a  race  of  men  could  be  very 
numerous  either  in  France  or  elfewhere.  And  if,  as  was 
more  probable,  the  general  and  prevailing  feeling  throughout 
France  was  that  of  wcarinefs  and  difguU  at  the  fccnes  of 
horror  and  calainity  through  which  they  bad  pafled  ;  if  they 
now  began  to  fee,  with  regret  and  compimition,  that,  after 
ten  years  of  fuffe  ings  and  of  crimes,  of  miferies  inffifted  upon 
others,  and  heaped  upon  themfelves,  after  wading  through 
feas  of  blood  in  purfuit  of  the  empty  form  of  liberty  which 
ftill  eluded  fhcir  grafp  ;  the  fole  refult.  of  their  endeavours 
to  (hake  off  the  government,  which  they  were  once  taught 
to  think  fo  oppreflive,  had  been  no  other  than  the  fubjeding 
themfelves  to  a  tyranny  ten  thoufartd  times  more  galling; 
that  they  had  fucceeded  only  in  exchanging  the  fccptre  for 
the  fword  ;  that,  inflead  of  eradicating  monarchy,  they  had 
ftripped  it  of  all  that  made  it  Tenerable,  and  of  all  that  made 
it  ufefuK  of  all  that  recommended  it  in  theory,  and  aH  that 
foftened  it  \n  practice  ;  had  ftrrppcd  it  of  its  ftability,  its 
legitimacy,  and  its  limitations ;  if  fuch  were  now  the  re- 
flexions of  all  thinking  men  in  that  unhappy  country,  what 
reafon  was  there  to  apprehend  that  they  would  fhrink  froin 
the  mention  of  Jiheir  ancient  government  ?  That  they  would 
withhold  their  homage  from  a  known  and  mitigated  mo- 
narchy, to  pay  it  to  a  frightful  and  jealous  ufurpation  P  That 
they  would  hold  facred  their  allegiance  to  a  fhapelefs  mockery 
of  royalty,  with  **  the  likenefs  of  a  kingly  crown"  upon  its 
head,  and  refufe  it  to  that  fubftantial  and  protedivc  power, 
tinder  which  they  had  flourifhed  for  ages,  in  refpcft  abroad 
and  in  happinefs  at  home  i  Was  it  not  rather  to  be  prefumtd, 
that  they  had  now  begun  to  look  with  anxious  dcGre  for  a 
termination  to  their  calamities,  in  fuch  an  order  of  things  as 
alone  could  terminate  them  in  peace  and  fecurity  ?   Was  rr 

BOt 


t 


Ff».  3.]         WOODPALL'S  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS.  iSf 

not  probable — was  it  not  certain— did  not  every^man,  who 
'heard  him»  know  from  his  own  experience^  that 'the  iirft  idea 
fuggefted  by  Bonaparte's  fuccefsful  ufurpation,  was,  that  it 
was  a  ftep  to  the  refloration  of  monarchy  ?  Was  it  not  obvi« 
ous  to  every  perfon,  that  from  the  government  of  one  man, 
to  that  of  a  lawful  king>  was  a  tranfition  neither  fo  (Irange 
nor  fo  difficult,  as  from  any  of  the  more  complicated  confti- 
tutions  which  had  rifen  and  fallen  in  France  fmce  the  abo« 
lition  of  the  monarchy  ?  And^  even  now,  though  to  point 
out  the  preclfe  (lages  by  which  the  change  was  to  be  brought 
about  miglii  be  by  no  means  eafy,  was  there  any  human  be- 
ing who  did  not  feel  that  monarchy  was  brought  more  within 
view  than  it  had  been  at  any  period  fincc  the  beginning  of 
the  revolution  ?  That  thofe  who  wifhed  it  felt  more  confi- 
dent in  their  hopes  ;  that  thofe  who  dreaded  its  return  yet 
thought  it  more  probable,  and  might  be  more  ready  to  com- 
promife  with  it  ^  and  that,  therefore,  to  put  the  cafe  of  the 
re-cdablKhment  of  monarchy  as  that  in  which  peace  would 
become  eafy  and- certain,  was  to  fpecify  not  only  the  moft 
defirable  but  the  moft  probable  termination  of  the  war,  and 
that  which,  according  to  all  hiunan  calculation,  might  be 
moll  near  at  hand. 

But  an  apprehenfion  waF  exprelTed,  that  in  ftating  the  de-> 
fire  of  this  government  for  the  reftoration  of  monarchy  in 
France,  a  pledge  was  given  to  the  royaliils  that  peace  ihould 
never  be  made  at  all,  until  monarchy  was  reftored.  It  was 
feared,  that  government  were  thus  makitig  common  caufe 
with  the  royalilt^,  and  implicating  the  fortunes  of  thi^  coun- 
try in  the  iifue  of  a  contell  in  which  fubdantially  it  had  no 
real  concern.  No  fo  ;  the  language  of  the  official  note  was 
"guarded  carefully  in  this  point ;  and  fo  little  did  it  juftify 
the  conclufion  that  common  caufe  was  made  with  the  royalifts 
to  the  extent  defcribed,  that  in  other  comments  upon  the 
note,  which  he  had  feen,  a  direftly  contrary  effcft  was  ftated 
as  likely  to  be  produced  by  it :  namely,  that  the  intimation 
of  other  poilible  cafes  in  which  peace  might  be  made  by  this 
country  with  France,  would  prevent  the  royalift  party  from 
building  any  hope  at  all  upon  the  good  wifhcs  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. The  truth,  however,  lay  between  both  ;  and  it  might, 
perhaps,  be  fufficient  to  anfwer  to  both  objeftions,  that  the 
royalifts  were  not  deceived  as  to  what  was  the  true  intention 
of  government,  and  that  they  were  fatisfied  with  it.  The 
royalifts  of  France,  and  the  government  of  this  country,  had 
undoubtedly  a  common  objeft,  but  they  l^ad  different  degrees 
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of  intCf^Bft  in  the  Attainment  of.  h,  and  proportioiied  tothofe 
4iff«i^nt  degrees  of  intereft,  might  l»  the  degrees  of  their  re-* 
fpedive  exertions  and  perfeve ranee  in  the  purfuit.  So  far» 
however,  ai  they  were  both  to  proceed,  they  might  fafely  and 
beneficially  proceed  together.  It  was  a  partnerihip  in  which 
the  royaii(}s  had  nccefiarily  embarked  their  whole  fortune  ; 
this  country  a  part  only  ;  and  the  teroms  of  the  connexion 
yeful ting  from  t he fe  combined,  but  unequal  ifiterefts,  were 
4iftin£tly  underftood.  If  we  could  bring  the  royalifts  through 
by  the  fame  eftcixts  by  .which  we  were  working  for  our  own 
advantage,  furely  it  was  highly  ufefuU  and  honourable,  and 
humane  to  do  fos  but  we  were  not  pledged  to  perfevere  be- 
yond what  we  thought  prudent  on  oar  own  account ;  we 
might  withdrawal  any  time,  when  our  own  objects  were 
jiccompliftied,  or  when  we  faw,  orthoiight  we  faw  that  they 
were  unattainable,  without  greater  rifque  than  it  appeared 
to  us  advifcable  to  incur;  and  we  might  withdraw  without 
reproach,  and  without  dilhonefty.  We  had  no  (hare  in 
bringing  the  royaliftsMnto  the  canted,  though  Ending  them  at 
our  fide,  we  were  bound  in  honour,  and  humanity,  to  afltft 
them,  as  far  as  our  ways  lay  together  ;  but  while  we  owed 
thus  much  to  them,  we  did  not^  nor  did  they,  forget  that  we 
owed  all  to  oiirfelves.  %         . 

Next,  however,  according  to  the  hon.  Gentleman's  argu* 
ments,  it  was  to  be  confidered  that  this  country  had,  in  fadt, 
BO  intereft  whatever  in  the  re-eftabliihment  of  monarchy  in 
France  r  nay,  that  it  was  rather  an  event  to  be  looked  at  with 
jealoufy  and  apprehenfion.  This  aSertion,  though  he  had 
heard  of  its  being  made  and  maintained  in  other  piaces,.Mr. 
Canning  faid,  he  could  hardly  believe  to  be  made  with  feri- 
mifnefs.  Good  God  !  Had  Great  Britain,  had  the  world  no 
intered  in  the  re-eftablifhment  of  order,  of  a  known,  defined, 
underftood,  experienced,  legitimate  order  of  things,  in  the 
room  of  a  fyilem  of  diforder,  anarchy,  and  impiety,  not  more 
affli£iing  to  France,  than  it  was  incompatible,  as  had  been 
proved  by*  long  and  painful  experience,  with  the  fccurity  of 
every  other  government- upon  earth  r  Was  it  nothing  to  this, 
country,  looking*  to  peace  as  its  objctl,  whether  Ihe  (hould 
be  able  to  conclude  a  peace  on  which  (he  could  rely,  and 
under  which  (he  could  repofe  with  confidence,  a  peace  which 
fbould  bring  with  it  the  renewal  of  fafe.  communication,  of 
commercial  intercourfe,  of  reciprocal  truft  and  benefit ;  or, 
whether  (he  (hould  only  reft  on  her  anns  in  hourly  expt^^a* 
tioQ  pf  being  again  fummoned  to  y/as,  in  dtrfence  of  her 
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deareft  intercfls }  And  did  the  hon.  Geotlcman  fuppoCi}  tkal  ^^ 
fuch  a  peace  as  was  alone  woith  having,  as  alone  could  m 
niaintained  without  all  the  coft,  and  more  than  all  the  dangers 
of  war,  could  r«ft  on  any  other  grounds  than  the  reflaratioil 
of  fiich  an  order  of  things  in  France  as  might  cnfore  the  re- 
turn cf  credit  and  {lability  to  the  government,  and  of  fecurity 
for  property  and  of  honeit  induAry,  and  commercial  moralitr 
axnong  the  people  i 

The  expreffion,  therefore,  of  an  anxious  wi(h  for  the  re- 
tftabUihaient  of  the  French  monarchy,  did  not  appear  to  him 
to  be  either.fo dangerous  in  the  eif6<^  that  it  might  produce  ra 
France^  nor  fo  extravagant  with  lefped  to  the  interefts  of 
Great  Britain.  But  here  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  takto  a 
▼ery  extraordinary  ground  indeed  ;  and  in  his  zeal  to  combat 
the  idea  of  reftoring  monarchy,  he  had  far  outilepped  the 
ruie  of  forbearance,  with  refped  tothepadconduA  of  Prcmee^  ^ 
vbtch  he  had  prefcribcd  for  thofe  who ditf^i^d  from  him  upon 
the  quefiioA,  and  had  gone  into  a  iabouned^difiertatton  on  the 
dangers  with  which  monarchy,  ih  the  Houfs  of  Bourbon, 
bad  in  old  times.  threaterK^  this  country  and  all  £tstx)pe» 
The  HHad  of  that  man  nvuft  ht  fmgntariy  cotiftituted,.  who, 
living  in  fuch  times  as  the  pref<^t,  couid  overlook  all  the 
dangers  aAually  impending,  and  aUtho(e  which  had  recently* 
overwhetflmrd  the  worid,  from  the  proi^ate  aggreffiond  and 
tyranny  of  republican  France  ;  imd  who  yet  trembled  vfriifc 
a^prebendoRat  the  recollection  of  the  ambkiotis  pro}e€ls  of 
Lo»is  XIV.  I'be  hoi».  Gfent^ewwHi  had  referred  to  the  pm- 
)edsof  ihat  m<»narch,  wht^^hoKi  tbrea^enedtheiodcpeiKience 
of  Europe,  a  hundred  yt^Lv^  ago;  iii)4  ba4  fpoken  of  ^hemill 
a  tone  which  (hewed,  t4vat  he  ihougbt  the  indeperHfence  et 
Europe  snat'ter  of  concerw,  andtbe  overweening  ambition  of 
France,  mat:er  ot  dread  to  this  cotiotry :  ami  he  had  fpoken» 
kn  the  manner  which  it  d<:re4:v€d,  of  the  ftand  made  by  King 
Wiiliaun  ia  defence  of  tl>e  biberiiesof  this  cotinlry,  and  m 
Europcs  He  agreed  wi4h  ihe  hon.  Gentleman,  In  lookiih!{g» 
bade  with  pride  to  that  dri^inguiftcd  period  of  EngliOi.  MT^ 
tory.  He  fettod  in  that  pei4iKl  much  to  praife  ;  wr^em  tfi4 
firmnefs  in  oiir  cotinciis,  ft  ill  in  ot*r  genera-Is,  valour  in  onr 
armies  :  bnt  he  found  noibtfig  that  ckHghted  bim  more,  op 
•hat  be  would  rather  recommend  -to  the  admiratfon  of  the  ' 
hon.  Gentleman,  and  his  friends,  than  the  cordial  ftrpport 
afbrdtid  by  the  OnrHnons  of  Great  Britain  to  their  Soveneign 
IB  the  proffcutiotv  of  a  w»r,  carried  On  f6f  the  "true  rnterefts^ 
fbebonouv  and iai^y  of  UMtk" ceimtfy-,  agaijiftihe  rapaciotiSy 
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infoknty  and  domineering  aipbition  of  France.  [Tl/r.  Can-- 
ning  here  read  an  addrejs^  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  King  fFil^ 
iiam  in /he  year  i6g6f  the  it h  year  of  the  war^  containing  ex* 
frejdions  of  their  determination  tofupport  his  Majejly  to  the  utmoft^ 
**  till  he  Jhouid  be  able  to  obtain  by  war^  a  fafe  and  honourable 
peace.**~\  Tfiis  examplci  was,  indeed,  he  faid,  worthy  of  being 
quoted,  and  worthy  of  all  the  praife  bcdowed  upon  the  ex* 
ertions  of  that  reign,  by  the  hon.  Gentleman.  But,  after  all, 
what  did  the  hon.  Gentleman  gain  to  his  argument,  by  re- 
ferring to  the  days  of  Louis  XIV,  and  by  citing  iht  prece- 
dent of  the  noble  (iVuggle  maintained  by  this  country,  during 
the  reign  of  King  William,  and  his  fncceflfbr,.agaipft  France  ? 
He  reminded  us,  it  was  true,  what  were  the  efforts,  and  what 
were  the  facrifices  which  the  people  of  England  had  thought 
themfelves  bound  to  make  in  that  conteft.  'What  was  the 
inference?  Why  that  in  aconted,  incalculably  more  arduous, 
and  involving  in  its  iffue  interefts  infinitely  more  important, 
we  (hould  make,  at  lead,  equal  efforts,  and  difplay,  at  lead, 
equal  perfeverance  ?  What  was  at  any  time  the  fpecific  dan- 
ger from  the  ambition  of  Louis  XIV,  that  called  forth  all  the 
energy  of  this  country?  Fird,  generally  his  unprincipled 
ambition  ;  latterly,  war  was  carried  on  againft  him  becaufe 
there  was  a  danger  that  France  would  acquire  an  influence, 
in  the  councils  of  Spain.  An  influence  in  the  councils  of 
Spain !  Would  to  God  fuch  Were  the  only  danger  that  we 
h^d  now  to  apprehend !  Yet  for  this,  the  hon.  Gentleman 
thought  war  was  juAly  and  nobly  carried  on !  And  now — 
Oh !  now,  there  was  no  reafon,  no  pretext  for  carrying  on 
war  at  all ;  no  danger  now  of  French  influence  in  Spain  !— 
France  intermeddle  in  the  concerns  of  Spain  now !  France 
command  the  treafures,  difpofe  of  the  fleets,  dire£l  the  policy 
of  the  Spanifli  monarchy  now !  Not  (he ;  flie  did  not  pre* 
fume  to  entertain  projeds  fo  ambitious.  Spain  indeed !  She 
had  nothing  to  do  with  Spain  ;  nor  with  Holland  ;  nor  with 
ihe  Netherlands ;  nor  with  Switzerland ;  nor  with  Ger- 
man/; nor  with  Italy  (with  Italy,  God.  be  thanked!  not 
much) ;  nor  with  Egypt.  There  was  nothing  now  to  fear 
from  her  power;  nothing  now  to  fufpeft  from  her  intrigues; 
no  danger  to  the  balance  of  Europe ;  no  hazard  to  the  li- 
berties, thcroligion,  the  conflitutions  of  the  feveral  ftates  and 
Icingdoms  of  the  world  ! 

If,  however,  there  were  no  reafon  for  carrying  on  xht  war, 
it  was  not,  therefore,  the  lefs  neceflary  to  enquire  \^hat  pof- 
fibility  there  was  of  making,  and  what  chance  for  ft  curing 

~  peace. 


FxB.  3.]       {WOODFALL'S  PARLIAMEKTARY  REPORTS.  ^65 

peace.    And  this  was  a  queftion  which  unfortunately  coul4 
not  be  agitated,  without  touching  upon  the  fecond  topic, 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  prohibited,  the  perfonal  cha-- 
rafter  and  condud  of  the  Firft  Conful  of  the  French  repub* 
lie.   On  what  ground  indeed  the  hon*  Gentleman  had  thought 
bimfelf  warranted  in  precluding  fuch  a  difcuflion,  it  was  hot 
eafy  to  conceive.     The  difcumon  was  not  of  our  feeking. 
The  Frrft  Conful  voluntarily  forced  himfelf  upon  our  obferva* 
tion,  in  a  way  that  made  it  impoflible  for  us  to  turn  afide"* 
and  to  pretend  not  to  fee  him.    He  told  us  plainly,  that  if  we 
had  to  do  with  France  at  all,  we  muR  ^ave  to  do  vfhh  him, 
as  concentering  in  his  own  perfon  all  that  was  ftable,  all  that 
was  authoritative,  all  that  was  refponiible  to  foreign  coun- 
tries, in  the  new  government  of  France.      "  If  there  be 
power  in  France,  it  is  in  me;  if  there  be  faith  in  France, 
in  me .  mud   you  look  for  it ;   if  you  make  peace  with 
France,  my  word,  my  chara£ler,  my  perfonal  difpofitionsmuft 
be  your  lole,  and  fufficient  fecurity."     Such  was  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Firft  Conful  to  his  Majefty  and  his  government ; 
and  when,  in  compliance  with  fuch  an  invitation,  it  was  pro«> 
pofed  to  examine  the  foundation  and  validity  of  the  only  fe- 
curity  thus  offered  to  us,  the  hon.  Gentleman  ftepped  in,  and 
told  the  Hbufe,  that  fuch  an  examination  was  highly  inde- 
corous and  unneceflary.  ^  It  might  give  offence,  it  feemed,. 
to  the  Firft  Conful ;  it  was  perfonal  and  indelicate  ;  aiiil  he 
knew  not  what  other  terms  of  fine  feeling  were  applied  to  it. 
Now,  firft,  as  to  the  fear  of  giving  offence  to  the  Firft  Con- 
ful himfelf,  or  to  France:  the  hon.  Gentleman  appeared  to 
have  very  ill  underftood  to  what  degree  the  temper  of  France 
was  captious  and  irritable,  in  refpedl  to  the  charadter  of  its 
exifting,  or  expired  governments  ;  otherwife  the  honourable 
Gentleman,  with  that  delicacy  which  he  profefled  to  wiOi  to 
obferve,  and  that  fear  of  offending,  which  difiated  his  warn- 
ing to  that  fide  of  the  Houfe,  would  not  have  indulged  him- 
felf in  many  parts  of  the  fpeech  which  he  had  made  that  day. 
For  did  the.hon.  Gentleman  imagine,  that  it  was  to  their  go- 
vernment of  the  prefent  hour,  or  to  that  which  Bonaparte  had 
deft|:oyed  to  ere£t  this,  or  to  that  upon  the  ruins  of  whtch  he 
had  erefted  that  which  he  had  now  deftroyed,  or  to  any  one  of 
the  nine  or  ten  immediately   preceding  governments  that 
France  limited  the  privilege  and  facrednefs,  which  made  it 
almoft  blafphemy  to  condemn  their  proceedings  ?  No  fuch 
thing;  the  hon.  Gentleman,  himfelf,  in  reviling  the  ambi- 
tion of  the  ancient  government  of  France,  had  as  much  fmned 
againft  the  majefty  of  the  French  nation,  as  if  he  had  pre- 
VoL.  I.  i8oo.  M  m  fumed 
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fumed  to  tfddnce  Brilfot,  or  Robefpierfo,  or  any  ci  th«  lai^ 
tyrants  who  fwcpt  tjtem  w  the  fcaffold,  and  were  fwept  by 
ftieir  fucceflbrs  to  the  fatwc  fcaffold  in  the'fr  torn.  Th«  Hnm. 
Gentleman  has,  indeed,  committed  his  coumry  merit  x^ftAjf 
by  fuch  intemperate;  language  agatnft  Louis  XIV.  Ddes  he 
fiot  know,  or  ha'cf  he  forgotten  at  the  moment,,  that  Rome  was 
facked  and  pillaged  the  other  daVi  to  <avenge  the  mane$  of 
Vercetigeurix  (or  fome  fuch  name),  a  king  of  the  Gauk,  who 
flodfilbed  fome  time  before  Loui^  XIV.,  and  whom  JuUut 
Cxfar  was  difeovered  to  have  aggrieved  in  a  fcatidalous  man- 
ner ;  and  th^t  to  reclaim  the  trophies  won  from  the  fiurgun-« 
dians,  was  one  of  the  pretexts  allcdged  for  the  invafion  of 
Switzerland  ?  Let  not,  therefore,  the  hon.  Gentleman  ima-^ 
gine,  th^t  the  lapTe  of  near  a  century,  fm^e  the  thne  of  Louti 
XI v.,  Would  bar  France,  in  her  own  good  time,  from 
avenging  the  wrongs  done  to  his  memory.  France  is  nm  fo 
forgetful,  nullum  tempus  otcurrit.  Her  vengeance  might  fleep 
indeed  ;  but  opportunity  wrould  awaken  it :  and  could  we  be 
Caught  as  fairly  off  our  guard,  as  weak  and  as  inviting  as 
Rome  Or  as  Switzerland  [which  might  readily  be  the  cafe  it  we 
Would  accept  the  couniel  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  cppofite^ 
and  make  peaCe,  or  armldice,  without  txamination  or  delay). 
The  hon.  Gentleman's  abufe  of  Louis  XIV.  would  be  as 
good  a  plea  as  any  other,  for  declaring  war  againit  uS|  and 
purfuing  it  to  our  ruln. 

Forced,  hovveVer,  as  we  were,  at  all  hazards,  t*  fift  pretty 
narrowly  the  charafier  and  condu£l  of  the  prefent  ruler  of 
France  ;  it  was  fome  fatisfaflion  that  we  had  before-hand 
fo  much  of  what  was  the  only  teftlmony  to  be  relied  on,  that 
of  "  experience  and  the  evidence  of  fads,**  to  guide  our 
judgment,  and  aid  our  decifion  upon  the  fubjeS.  Mr.  Can- 
ning faid,  he  would  not  follow  his  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
Dundas),  through  the  detail  of  Bonaparte's  conduct,  wjth 
regard  to  foreign  dates,  in  every  tranfadion  in  which  he  had 
been  engaged,  from  his  firft  appearance  at  the  head  of  the 
army  of  Italy,  to  his  late  difgraceful  flight  from  the  army  of 
Egypt,  The  fadts  were  before  the  Houfe;  thoy  were  freih 
in  every  body's  recolle£lion.  To  ihefe  fa61s  what  teftimony 
was  oppofed  ?  Firft,  the  declaration  of  Bonaparte  himfclt, 
fwearing  by  himfelf,  no  doubt,  as  was  the  cuftom  and  the 
right  of  fo  iranfcendant  a  perfonage  ;  and  fccondly,  his  Mi- 
nifler,  Mr.  Talleyrand.  Talleyrand,  to  be  fiire,  was  an  adv 
mirahje  witnefs  to  charafler  in  matter  of  negocialion.  Tal- 
leyrand certainly  had  prov-ed,  that  he  ktiew  well  how  to  make 
a  treaty,  but  he  feimtd  to  be'quite  ioft  in  admiration  of  Bo- 

napart~e*& 
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naptrte's  talents  for  keeping  one.  Thjit  was  a  thing  of 
which  he  had  no  idea.  "  The  old  Direfiory  and  I/'  faid 
Talleyrand  •*  knew  pretty  wejl  how  to  fet  about  concluding 
a  treaty  ;  there,  was  the  American  treaty,  which  all  the  world 
knows ;  the  Portugal  treaty  too  ;  both  ^erc  managed  cleverly 
cnou|;h  in  the  making  ;  but  as  to  ihe  fceeping  them — that 
!s  quite?  another  thing.  There,  indeed,  we  had  no  flcill,  norta«- 
letit!  but  here,  here  is  a  tn^Dy  who  keeps  treaties  as  well  ai 
ma'kes  )hem ;  »  perfect  phosnomenon  in  the^iptlomacy  of 
France.*^ 

Such  was  the  teftimony  that  Tatleyrand  could  furivUh  05 
behalf  -of  Buonaparte.  For  that  which  £uoii»parte  could 
.give  in  favour  of  himfelf,  it  fortunately  wasjo'pt  n^ceflVy  to 
ted  on  conjeiS^ure  or  inference*  Fortunately  the  chance  of 
war  had  thrown  into  our  hands  documents,  of  which  the 
authehiichy  could  not  be  queflioned,  and  in  irhich  the  dha- 
faAers*of  fraud,  perjury,  treachery,  and  delibecate  breaeh  of 
fiitthy  were  Written  in  Buonaparte's  own  hand  ag^inft  hiair 
r<Af.  Hejtiluded  tb  fbc  letters  lately  intercepted  oo  their 
pafTage  from  Egypt. 

And  here  he  nluft  take  fomd  notice  of  the  remarks  of  .the 
hon.  Gentleman,  and  of  thofe  which  he  uadcrdopd  had  beea 
made  in  other  places  on  the  publication  of  thofe  letters.  It 
had  been  argued  that  there  wasfomething  bafe,  and  illiberal^ 
fomething  contrary  to  the  rights  of  mitigated  war,  and  to  the 
practice  of  civilized  nations,  i'n  publishing  letters  of  an  ene* 
nw,  Whith  the  chance  of  war  had  thrown  into  our  hands. 
lie  would  not  enter  into  the  theory  of  this  queftion  :  becaufe 
being  a  queftion  of  practical  policy,  it  could  be  much  better 
fettled  by  a  reference  to  the  conduct  of  the  moft  civilized 
countries  in  their  bed  times.  He  apprehended  the  hon; 
Gentlemen  oppofite  would  not  difpute  the  claim  of  their  owfi 
country  (for  it  was  the  condudt  of  Great  Britain'  that  he 
oneaat  to  quote)  to  the  qualification  which  he  had  beftowed 
upon  it :  and  he  was  confident  that  they  would  agree  with 
Kim  as  to  his  character  of  the  particular  period  of  our  hiftory, 
to  which  he  referred  ;  for.it  was  one  which  they  were  them- 
selves extrenitely  fond  of  citing  with  expreflioiis  of  high  com* 
rmendationi  for  reafons  fufficiuntly  obvious;  it  was  the  year 
17599  the  period  of  the  glorious  war  carried  on  under  the  ad- 
miniflration  of'the  father  of  his  right  hon.  Friend;  who  fat 
(befidc  hitn  (Mr.  Pitt).  The  paper  which  he  held  in  his 
hand,  contained  an  extra6^  from  the  'London  GaZitie^'  from 
TutfdajpJujg*  X4,.io  Saturday ^  Aug.  i3,  I7S9* 

M  m  »  Among 
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*'  Among  the  papert  which  were  ukeo  at  Detmold  on  the  5th  inftant, 
"  by  hii  Majclly*s   light  troops»  an  original  letter  is  found  from  the     ■ 
<*  Marihal  Due  deBeUeide,  toMarflial  Concadet,  dated  Verfailles,  July 
*<  Z3d,  1759,  in  which  there  is  the  following  pafTage.**  , 

Then  followed  a  paflage  extrafled  from  the  letter,  with 
which  it  was  not  neceiTary  to  trouble  the  Houfe.  In  the 
London  Gazitte  Extraordinary,  of  Friday,  October  12,  in  the 
fame  year,  were  publifhed  fome  intercepted  letters  taken  in 
the  Eaft  Indies,  which  were  dill  more  in  point,  from  the 
fubftance  of  their  contents,  as  well  as  from  the  precedent  of 
publication*    The  firfl  was, 

*<  Tranflation  of  an  Intercepted  Letter  from  M*  Lally,  to  M,  Lerptt.** 

Another  was, 

*'  Tranflation  of  a  Letter,  intercepted  going  from-  Pondkherry  to 
*<  Mafulipatam.'* 

In  which  there  were  fome  paflages  fo  curious^  when  com* 
pared  with  thofe  letters  from  Egypt^  which  have  lately  been 
publifhed,  that  he  believed  the  Houfe  would  forgive  him,  if 
he  took  up  a  few  minutes  of  their  time  in  reading  a  part  of 
it  to  them*     It  was  as  follows: 

«  Shall  I  mention  to  you  our  unfortunate  expedition  to  Tanjore  }  Bad 
<«  news  is  intereftrng,  but  painful  to  the  writer  •  .  •  .  The  army  has   '  ) 

•<  TuiF^^red greatly  from  hunger,  thirft,  watching,  and  fatigue  •  •  « ..  Poor 
*<  French  !  what  a  fituation  are  we  in  *  What  projects  we  thought  ourfelvea 
«*  capable  of  executing,  and  how  are  we  difappointed  !  •  •  •  I  pity  otur 
<(  General.  He  muft  be  extremely  embarraned,  notwithftanding  his  ex> 
*^  teniive  genius,  without  ihoney  or  fleet  j  his  Utrnps  very  difcontented,  his 
<'  reputation  declining..  •  •  •  What  wifl  become  of  us  ?  •  .  .  •  They 
<<  fay  M-  de  Buli  is  coming.  Let  him  make  hafte.  Let  him  bring  n>en, 
**  and  efpccially  money,  without  which  he  will  only  encreafe  our  mifery*. 

<*  The  country,  being  ruined,  fcarce  affords  us  any  provi(ions • 

**  Above  twenty  officers  of  diifereht  corps  have  gone  on  board  the  fleet. 
^  If  M.  Lally  had  given  permiiHon  to  oepart,  the  great  eft  part  of  them 
*<  would  have  embarked :  So  greatly  are  tbefe  Gentlemen  difguded  with 
*«  their  fituation  !'•  . 

Would  not  any  perfon  who  heard  this,  without  being-told 
from  whence  it  came,  be  perfuaded  that  it  was  in  fa£l  one  of 
fhe  late  interceptions  from  Egypt ;  when,  at  lead  as  much 
as  at  Pondicherry  in  1759,    the  army  have  reafon  to  be 

<<  difgufted  with  their  fituation." Was  there  arty 

longer  any  doubt  as  to  the  firitSt  precedented  propriety  of 
availing  ourielves  of  every  information  of  fuch  a  fort,  which 
came  into  our  power  ?  or  would  a  ftand  now  be  made  (it  was 
very  pofltble)  that  againft  France,  and  efpecially  againfl: 
Buonaparte  himfelf,  fuch  an  advantage  vras  ungenerous  ^  * 
Such,,  perhaps,  might  be  the  argument :  for  he  bad  heard  that 
in  antither^  place  it  had  been  gravely  declared^  that  the  pub- 
»  lifter 
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liflier  of  Buonaparte's  letters  tnuft  have  a  worfe  heart  than  the'* 
writer  of  them.  Thefe  were  har(h  words ;  but  when  he 
looked  a  little  farther,  and  found  the  fame  orator  arguing  that 
the  fcarcity  proceeded  frotii  the  war,  he  had  felt  that  an  im- 
putation,, however  fevere  from  fuch  an  arguer  was  not  much 
to  be  regarded.  But,  in  truth,  did  Buonaparte  merit  for  the 
gpodnefs  of  his  heart,  a  fpecial  exemption  from  the  fair  ad- 
vantages arifmgout  of  the  fortune  of  war?  Had  he  fo  con- 
du(%ed  himfelf  as  to  deferve  fuch  a  compliment  ?  Perhaps  an 
extra<^  (a  very  Aortone)  ytrhich  he  would  take  the  liberty  to 
read  from  the  Moniuur  of  xhe  19/A  P/uv!o/e,  ^/h  year,  (fome 
time  in  January,  1797)  would  fettle  this  point,  as  com-* 
pletely  as  the  London  Gazette  had  fettled  the  other* 

♦    «•  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  General  Buonapirtc,  Commander  m  Chief  of 
**  the  Army  of  Itiily,  to  the  Executive  Direflory. 

reronat  i  Plwviofi^  5/A  j-'wr. 
"  Citizens  Diredors,  you  will   find  enclofed  fome  intercepted  letters* 
''  which  arc  extremely '  intereftmg ;  as  you  will  (ee  in  them  the  obiiinatd 
««  bad  faith  of  the  Court  of  Rome." 

Then  followed  the  publication  at  length  of  a  Jetter  from 
the  Cardinal  Secretary  of  State  at  Rome,  to  Monfignor  AU 
bani,  (the  Nuncio)  at  Vienna ;  and  the  Houfe-  would  re- 
inember  that  Rome  was  not  then  adiually  at  war  with  the 
French  republic..  And  this  was  the  man  entitled  to  peculiar 
delicacy,  againft  whom  the  jufi  rights  of  war  ought  not  to  be 
enforced ! 

But  in  defiance  of  the  proofs  arifing  out  of  Buonaparte's 
own  teftimony,  thus  fortunately  produced  againft  himfelf^ 
and  in  contradiction  to  all  that  had  been  ftated  by  his  right 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Dundas)  the  hon.  Gentleman  thought  it 
fufficient  to  maintain  that  Buonaparte  had  not  in  ^oint  of 
fa6t  violated  the  treaty  of  Campo  Formio.  Undoubtedly  tbe 
hon.  Gentleman  was  right.  Buonaparte  did  not  violate  the 
treaty  of  Campo  Formio.  But  what  then  ?  what  ground  for 
triumph  did  the  hon.  Gentleman  find  in  this  conceflion  ? 
The  hon.  Gentleman  muft  have  miftpken  his  right  hon. 
Friend's  meaning,  if  he  fuppofed  that  the  whole  of  his  ar- 
gument was  liable  to  be  overthrown  by  the  production  of  a 
fingle  inftance  of  a  treaty  pot  brbken  by  Buonaparte.  If 
indeed  his  right  hon.  Friend  had  afTerted  that  France  hail 
never  broken  a  treaty  «;//^0^/ Buonaparte  ;  if  the  tenor  of 
his  argument  had  been  that  Buonaparte  j^as  a  necefTary  in- 
gredient in  every  breach  of  treaty;  then,  to  be  Aire,  to  find 
one  which  had  been  broken  by  France  without  his  agency, 
'  '  might 
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might  be  matter  of  high  controverfial  triumph.  But  his 
tight  hon.  Friend  had  aflerted  no  fuch  thing.  He  had 
merely  aflerted  that  Buonaparte  had  never  kept  a  treaty  on  his  ^ 
part ;  and  chat  France  on.her*shad  left  none  unviolated:  but ' 
that  file  had  employed  Buonapiirte  to  violate  ^m^//,  that  fhe 
had  been  fo  poor  in  refources  as  to  be  able  to  find  but  one  in-^ 
ftrument  for  fuch  complicated  and  multiplied  ads  of  wicked^ 
nef9,  it  had  never  entered  into  his  right  hon.  Friend's  head 
to  afiert. 

He  was,  however,  very  glad  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
had  recalled  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  treaty  of  Campo 
Foritiio:  becaufe,  though  not  affording  an  infbrnce  of  breach 
of  treaty  on  the  part  of  Bonaparte,  it  was  much  more  .mat&» 
f  ial  to  be  confidered  as  affording  the  inflance  to  which  Bo- 
naparte himfelf  referred  with  fo  much  confidence,  of  the 
difpofitions  already  manifefted  by  him,  not  for  peace  (imply, 
but  for  a  general  pacification.  The  Firft  Conful  in  his  letter 
\o  his  Majefty  had  declared,  that  his  Majefty  ♦'  could  only 
fee  in  this  overture  his  perfonal  defire  to  contribute,  for  the 
""fecund  time,  to  a  general  pacification."  Talleyrand  in  "his 
reply  to  lord  Grenviile's  note  had  infiiledupon  the  fame  topic^ 
and  the  hon.  Gentleman  on  the  other  (ide,  who  took -all  Ahat 
Bonaparte  and  Talleyrand  faid  for  gofpely^had  not  been  (low 
in  exprefKng  his  perfuafion,  that  it  was  for  a  general  paciii- 
ctftionthat  treaty  was  now  propofed.  Now,  when  a  OElas 
talked  of  doing  a  thing  for  the  Jecond  time>  he  luckily  gavp 
feme  clue  for  finding  his  real  moaning  :  for  as  mudh  ,as  to 
form  Gome  idea  how.  he  would  do  it  in  the  Jecond  tkne,  it 
was  .only  necelTary  to  look  back,  and  fee  how  he  had  done  it 
xhtfirft^  In  this  point  of  vitfVv  the  treaty  of  Campo  Formio 
did  indeed  afford  an  admirable  teft  of  Bonaparte'^  xiotions.of 
general  pacification.  At  thetime  when  the  treaty  of  Campo 
Formio  was  negotiated,  the  powers  (liil  at  war  with  FraRce» 
befide  Auftria,  were  Great  Britain,  and  as  the  ally  Graat 
Britian,  Portugal.-*-The  preliminaries  of  Leoben  were  figned 
by  Bonaparte,  in  April  1797.— The  treaty  of  Campo  For^ 
mio,  founded  on  thefc  preliminaries  (he  .would  not  here  dif- 
tradl  the  attention  of  the  boufe  by  noticing  the  wide  depar- 
ture in  the  treaty  from  the  preliminaries  figned  at  Leobeo* 
Aor  by  remarking  on  the  plea  by  whick  that  departure  was 
defended  on  the  part  of  France,  namely,  that  in  framing  tbofe 
•preliminaries,  advantage  had  been  taken  of  the  generofity  af 
the  French  Republic-^thefe  were  (hades  of  faithleijhefs  foaroc 
worth  mentioning,)  the  treaty  of  Compo  Formio  was  eoii* 

eluded 
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eluded  in  the  courfe  of  the  futnmer.  In  the  fame  fummer 
Great  Britain  propofed  to  treat  for  peace ;  and  the  conferen- 
ces at  Lifle  were  opened.  Portugal  alfo,  befides  that  (he  was 
included  in  the  propbfals  of  Great  Britain^  opened  a  feparatd 
treaty  forj  herfelf.  What  then  was  the  conquence  ?  peace 
made  with  Auftriai  England  and  Portugal,  the  only  remain** 
ing  powers  at  war,  actually  engaged  in  negotiation ; — one 
ihould  have  imagined  that  the  work  of  general  pacification 
would  have  gone  fmoothly  on :  and  that  Bonaparte^  whoft^ 
influence  was  paramount  in  France  at  that  moment,  might  . 
eafily  have  obtained  his  heart's  defire.  But  no — the  Revolu^ 
tion  of  the  4th  of  September  took  place; — a  Revolution^ 
which,  be  it  remarked,  could  not  be  brought  about  without 
the  bonfent  of  Bonaparte,  which  Barras,  then  the  intimate 
friend  and  patron  of  Bonaparte,  planned,  which  Augereau 
was  fent  from  Bonaparte's  army  to  Paris  to  condud,  and 
therewith  ended  the  negotiations  at  Lifle,  and  the  treaty  with 
Portugal; — the  Brinlh  Minifter  was  difmifled,  the  Portu- 
guefe  Minifter  imprifoned  ; — and  threats  of  renewed  and  in*- 
terminable  war,  were  the  only  anfwers  made  to  the  perfe^* 
vering  offers  of  hew  negotiation  on  the  part  of  this  country. 
jSuch  was  the  condu«£l  and  fuccefs  of  Bonaparte's  iirft,  fond 
attempt  at  general  pacification  :  and  left  any  doubt  ihould  be 
entertained  of  his  perfect  fati$fa£lion  in  the  iifue,  he  ihortly 
after  purfued  his  favourite  plan  of  peace,  by  conducing  an 
army,  deftined  againft  the  Britifh  polFeflions  in  theeaft,  into 
Egypt,  the!  territory  of  a  partial  and  friendly  power ;  and 
thus  boih  fecured  (he  C9ntinuance  of  the  war  with  England, 
and  wantonly  added  a  new  enemy  to  the  lift  of  the^  enemies 
of  France. 

If  fuch  was  the  ftate  of  the  tranfaflion  to  which  we  wereT 
fo  confidently  referred,  as  containing  undoubted  proofs  of 
the  difpofitions  avowed  by  the  Firft  Conful,  and  as  affording 
the  precedent  which  he  meant  to  follow  in  the  negotiation 
now  propofed  to  us — whatever  advantage  we  might  haye  to 
accufe  ourfelves  of  having  loft  by  refufing  to  liften  to  his  over- 
tures, was  it  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  of  all  things  in  the 
world,  we  had  thrown  away  an  opportunity  of  general  paci- 
fication ?  was  it  not  rather  probable,  was  it  not  evident,  that 
as,  in  the  former  inftance,  having  detached  Auftria  from  the 
coalition,  the  whole  fo^ce  of  France  was  bent  againft  the  in- 
terefts  of  this  country ;  fo  now  it  was  intended  merely  to 
make  fure  of  our  inaSivity  by  entangling  us  in  negotiation, 
in  order  that   the  undivided  ef&rts  of  the  government  of 

France 
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France  might  be  dircfled  againft  the  court  of  .Vienna? — It 
was  bur  turn  now  to  have  a  truce,  while  the  power  of  Auftila 
ihould  be  exhaufted  ; — as  Auftria  had  formerly. been  allowed 
to  breathe,  while  the  full  vengeance  oT  France  was  let  loofe 
againft  Great  Britain : — and  as  when  that  experiment  had 
been  tried,  Auftria  was  fpecdily  forced  back  into  the  war — 
what  right  had  we  to  flatter  ourfelves  that  our  repofe  would 
have  been  permitted  to  l>e  more  fecure,  or  of  lOnger  conti« 
nuance  ? 

There  remained  another  confideration  perfonal  to  the 
Firft  Conful,  which,  ^with  the  hon,  Gentleman's  permifliony 
it  was  impolTible  to  feave  wholly  out  of  the  queftion  ;  and  this 
was  the  ftability  of  government;  without  which,  it  was 
plain,  that  there  could  be  no  fecurity  for  any  peace  which  wc 
might  conclude  with  him  at  the  prefent  moment.  Upon  • 
this  point  it  could  not  be  neceffary  fo  fay  nrnich.  Every  pro»- 
babilrty,  every  prefumption,  was  obvioufly  againft  the  per- 
manence of  a  power,  which  refted  on  none  of  the  known  and 
intelligible  principles,  on  which  a  government  had  ever  yet 
been  fupportcd  :-~a  powe^  poflefled  by  republicans,  which 
was  built  upon  the  \Vreck  and  ruins  of  evfery  principle  of 
freedom  ;  a  power  profcfling  to  emanate  from  the  people, 
which  no  one  clafs  or  defcription  of  the  people  had  either  a 
ihare  in  creating,  or  an  intereft  in  preferving ;  a  defpotifm 
without  the  fan6\ion  of  prcfcription,  or  the  mitigation  of 
cilabiifhed  laws,  or  ufages,  on  manners  ;  a  military  defpotifm 
propofmg  to  maintain  itfelf  by  univerfal  peace  : — ihefe  were 
•anomalies,  which  it  became  thofe  gentlemen  to  explain,  and 
to  reconcile  to  common  underftandings  ;  to  reconcile,  if  they 
could  with  paft  experience,  or  with  any  reafonable.  theory, 
when  they  contended  for  the  ftability  of  the  new  government 
in  France — or  was  there  fome  high  and  myfterious  principle 
of  prefefvaiion,  fuch  as  the  vulgar  and  uninitiated  could  not 
comprehend,  which  would  watch  over  the  deftinies  of  Bona- 
parte  ?  was  it,  that  owing  his  crown,  as  Macbeth  was  def- 
cribed  to  owe  his,  **  to  fate  and  metaphyfical  aid; — it  was 
-expeftpd  that  the  **  metaphyfical  aid"  of  Sreyes,  ,who  had 
helped  him  to  ihe  crown,  would  be  ^ble,  under  all  chances, 
to  keep  it  fafe  upon  his  head  ?  that  there  was  fome  charm 
contrived  by  that  "  wxird"  abbe,  which  Mould  baffle  all  com- 
binations that  "  man  of  woman  born  could  bring  againft 
him?" 

But  after   exhaufting   all  the  inducements  to  immediate 
peace,  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  endeavoured  to  alarm  the 

Houfe 
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Houfe  by  prophecies  of  the  dangers  and  difaflers  to  be  ex- 
peded  from  the  profecution  of  the  war.  On  this  point,  as 
It  was  matter  upon  which  much  lefs  convidlion  could  bo  at* 
tained  by  argument,  Mr.  Canning  faid  he  (hould  not  detain 
the  Houfe  long.  He  would  only  obferve  in  paffing,  that  when 
among  thofe  dangers  the  hon.  Gentleman  enumerated  fo  con^ 
fidently  the  defertton  of  our  allies,  and  when  he  inferred  the 
almoft  certainty  of  this  defertion  from  a  review  of  the  pad 
conduft  of  thefe  powers,  whom  h/e  had  (ligmatized  with 
every  opprobrious  epithet  that  his  imagination  could  fugged 
to  him,  he  could  not  help  being  fur  priced,  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  ihould  not  have  refleded,  that  fuch  a  proceeding 
fuited  very  ill  with  the  recommendation  which  he  had  fo 
often  inculcated,  in  the  oourfe  of  his  fpecch,  to  take  no  re- 
trofped,  and  to  abftain  from  invedive.  He  wondered  that 
it  did  not  occur  to  him^'  that  if  there  was  much  danger  of 
irritating  the  enemy  by  intemperate  language  in  that  Houfe, 
it  was  not  wholly  immaterial  to  confukr  whether  (imilar 
language  might  not  difguft  our  allies.  Perhaps  the  hon. 
Gentleman  thinking  their  derelidion  of  us  fo  fure,  one  time 
or  other,  faw  no  harm  in  quickening  it;  and  would  have  us 
get  rid  of  them  as  foon  as  we  could.  But  this  policy  feemed 
to  him  to  be  a  little  quedionable.  ,  If  a  general  commanding 
an  army  compofed  of  many  different  nations,  were  to  be 
told,  that  at  a  certain  perfod,  a  month  hence  perhaps,  the  fe- 
veral  contingents  of  the  different  powers  would  be  recalled  ; 
if  he  were  told  this  when  in  prefenbe  of  the  enemy  ;  and  if 
his  informer  were  to  add,  that  he  advifed  him,  therefore, 
inftantly  to  difband  his  forces  himfelf,  and  to  make  what 
terms  he  could  for  his  own  fafety : — the  advice,  it  feemed  to 
him,  was  not  fuch  as  the  general  would  mod  prudently  fol- 
low ;  he  would  rather  conclude  that  no  time  therefore  was 
to  be  lod,  no  exertion  fpared,  to  make  the  utmod  advantage 
of  the  combination  of  his  whole  force  while  it  yet  continued 
unbroken. 

But  with  refpcA  to  the  probability  of  fuch  an  event  as  the 
hon.  Gentleman  foretold,  and  with  refpe£t  to  the  dreadful 
difgraces  and  calamities  which  were  to  follow  it,  he  would 
not  trefpafs  upon  the  patience  of  the  houfe  (efpecially  con- 
iidering  who  were  to  follow  him  in  the  debate)  by  oppofing 
his  calculations  and  predictions  to  thofe  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man. It  was  fufficient  for  the  vote  of  that  night,  if  govern- 
ment (hould  be  allowed  to  have  a£led  right  under  the  adlual 
circumdances  of  the  cafe.     It  would  be  indeed  hazardous,  to 
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foretell  the  fiicceflbs  of  the  campaign.  But  it  was  fomc  com- 
fort to'rellc^^ly  that  the  campaign  whici)  was  juft  clofcd, 
though  at  it*s  clofe  not  in  evc^y  refpecl  fu  triuniphan^  as 
might  have  been  wilhed,  and  for  a  timeexpeiScd,  was  y^r. 
upon  the  whole,  ore  of  the  moil  brilliant  that  hiiloiy  rccofds  ; 
fo  much  had  been  done  in  that  campaign*  that  it  any  \>ody  at 
lis  outfet  had  ventured  to  anticipate  it's  progrefs  and  conclu- 
iion,  fuch  as  they  have  in  fd£t  proved  to  be,  he  would  have 
been  confidered  as  fanguinc  alrt)o(l  to  madnefs.< — He  for  hi» 
part  did  not  at  prefent  fee  in  the  Rate  either  of  Franret  or  q£ 
the  powers  at  war  wiih  her,  any  thing  ta  warrant  the  tone  of 
defpondency,  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  aiTumed;  and  to  fay 
the  truth,  when  be  reto  le£ted  the  many  unfulBUed  predic* 
tions  of  evil,  wh;ch  had  come  from  the  bench  on  vrhich  the 
hon.  Gentleman  fat,  he  was  not  difpofed  to  be  much  cad 
down  by  it.  The  laft  time  that  the  tripod  of  prophecy  h^d 
been  brought  into  that  houfc,  he  remembered  (it  was  in  the 
fpring  of  1797,3  the  houfe  were  folemnly  warned  that  there 
was  not  **  ihrci^  wctks  regular  government'*  remaining  to 
t}ie  country.  That  period  was  long  pali ;  and,  God  be 
thanked,  the  evils  of  anarchy  had  not  yet  fallen  upon  them- 
He  doubted  not  that  it  >^'as  owing  to  our  own  exertions  that 
we  were  yet  fafe  ;  and  if  we  were  true  to  ourfelves,  we  had 
yet  abundant  means  to  provide  for  the  continuance  of  our 
fafety. 

Mr.  fVhi/ If  read  expWincd. 

Mr.  Erjkhie  faid,  that  if  Minlfters  upon  this  occafion  were 
irierely  following  up  the  meafures  which  had  been  formerly 
fandioned  by  the  Houfe,  and  were  adling  upon  the  fame  pri«« 
ciples  which  had  guided  their  proceedings  at  tnc  lormer  (lagcs 
of  the  war,  he  (hould  have  continued  to  abfcnt  himfelf,  con- 
fcious,  from  repeated  experience,  that  his  attendance  could 
be  of  no  fcrvice  to  his  country.  But  a  new  xra  had  arrived  \ 
Miniflcrs  would  be  more  incxcufeable  in  continuing  (he  war 
^ow  than  at  any  former  period.  The  purpofe  of  their  meet- 
ing that  day  feemed  to  be  mifundcrftood.  It  was  not  to  con- 
fider  whether  we  (hould  make  peace,  whether  we  Ihould  for- 
fake  our  allies,  or  whcilier  we  fhoukl  leap  into  the  arms  of 
France ;  but  thcy'were  affetnbled  to  confidcr  of  the  propriety 
and  prudence  of  the  aiifwers  returned  to  the  overtures  from 
the  French  government..  In  his  opinion  they  were  impo^ 
litic  in  the  extreme  We  were  now  in  the  ninrfh  year-  of  the 
war,  and  after  all  the  blood  and  trcafure  which  has  been  ex- 
pended^ we  were  equally  diflant  from  our  object  as  when  we 
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Comraenbed  it.  It  had  been  faid  by  the  right  hon..  Gentle- 
man who  moved  the  addrefs,  that  the  principles  of  the  revo- 
hilion  in  its  oiitfet^  were  dreadful  to  France  herfclf,  and  fatal 
to  all  her  neighbours,  and  that  no  change  had  ever  taken' 
place«  The  revolution  W3S  one,  and  till  the  monarchy  was 
leftoredi  we  could  not  treat  with  fafety.  He  would  not  juf** 
ttfy  the  atrocities  committed  during  the  revolution,  nor  the 
principles  on  which  it  was  conduced.  Still  he  muft  fay  that 
France  ought  to  have  been  treated  withn  a^  we  could  make 
nothing  by  continuing  the  conted.  An  hon.  Friend  of  his, 
who  once  delighted  and  intruded  that  Houfe,  had  faid,  on  a 
former  occafion,  that  he  did  not  applaud  the  American  revo-^ 
lution  ;  but  what  were  they  to  do  with  it,  what  could  be 
made  by  refufmg  to  liegociate  i  At  the  fatne  time  he  muft 
fliy,  that  many>  or  moft  of  the  enormities,  perpetrated  by  the* 
Fre«ch,  were  occafioned  by  the  condud^  Of  England.  It' 
might  have  been  expeded  that  a  nation,  j/affing  in  a  moment 
from  the  extreme  of  flavery  to  the  extreme  of  freedom,  (hould 
be  guilty  of  feme  irregularities.  Had  France,  however, 
been  left  to  kerfelf,  ihefe  would  have  been  trrfitng,  Bdt' 
England  raifed  up  a  powerful  coalition  againft  her,  and' 
declared  war  without  fpoctfying  diftinAIy  the'  rcafon^  for 
this  ftep.  General  pretenfions  only  were  alledged,  and  thefe 
were  always  fliifted,  as  exifting  circumftances  required. 
France  thus  faw  we  wete determined  on  her  deftfudton,  ahd' 
became  fired  with  mutual  animofity.  Had  the  grdunds  been ' 
afligned,  on  which  we  declared  war  and  continued  it,  many 
of  thefe  eyils  might  have  been  avoided.  But  when  the  Na- ' 
tional  Convention  fent  letters  of  credit  to  the  French  ambaf- 
fador  at  our  court,  he  was  difmiifed  with  ignominy,  and  no 
fpecific  reafons  were  fiateid  for  this  ra(h  and  violent  proce- 
dure. Though  the  putting  to  death  of  the  king  was  ever  fo 
criminal  an  adton,  and  he  thought  that  few  adions  could  be 
more  fo^  ftill  we  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  internal  affairs  of 
a  foreign  country.  But  we  had  not  mentioned  even  that  as  ' 
a  caufe  for  the  difmilfalof  the  ambaflfador.  Nftnifters  had 
plunged  the  country  unneceflarily  into  the  war,  and^had  taken 
cAdual  meafures  to  prevent  the  return  of  peace.  He  had 
formerly  requeftW  them  not  to  confider  the  ftatc  of  France 
^  incchnpatible  with  being  in  amity  with  England.  It 
would  have  been  happy  if  his  advice  had  been  lidened  to. 
Every  titne  that  an  attempt  had  been  made  at  negociatiDn, 
the  coimtry  found  iifelf  in  more  unfavourable  circumflances 
tbaft  when  it  bad  attempted  it  before ;  France  was  always  . 

N  n  2  more 
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more  formidable*  The  prefTure  which  we  produced  obligeil 
her  to  make  the  greatcft  exertions,  and  was  the  chief  caufe  of 
her  greatnefs.  Afraid  of  being  conquered  herfelf,  (he  called 
into  adion  all  her  energies,  and  made  foreign  countries  the 
ijceties  of  her  conquefts.  Intoxicated  with  vidory,  (he  im- 
bibed a  thirft  for  dominion,  and  to  gratify  her  ambition,  was 
guilty  of  the  greateft  exce(res;  but  ftill  thofe  who  originally 
'combined  againft  her,  muft  be  anfwerable  for  them  all. 
What  madnefs  to  perfift  in  this  fyftem,  which  had  already 
proved  fo  fatal !  But  when  Minifters  did  not  hefitate  to  treat 
in  I795>  with  what  appearance  of  reafon  can  they  refufe  to^ 
treat  now  ?  The  government  then  fubfifting  had  been  bu^ 
lately  e(labH(hed.  It  was  infinitely  more  democracical  in 
its  conftruAion,  and  more  dangerous  in  its  principles  than 
the  prefent.  France  then  poiieflTed  Belgium,  Holland,  and 
the  greater  part  of  Italy;  we  had,  therefore,  muck  more 
likewife  to  fear  from  her  arms*  Then  this  country  was  in 
danger  from  the  defigns  of  the  diiTafFefled  at  home,  and  a 
peace  with  France  might  have  then  added  to  their  power. 
Now  we  have  nothing  to  fear,  either  from  French  arms,  or 
French  principles,  and  we  fpurn  at  all  offers  of  negociation* 
From  the  declaration  publifhed  when  Lord  Malme(bury  left 
Lifle,  Miniders  were  bound  to  have  liftened  te  fre(h  over- 
tures, had  they  been  made  foon  after  that  event.  The  pre-> 
fent  opportunity  was  much  more  favourable,  and  they  fpurn 
t^e  thought. 

He  had  been  told  that  Minifters,  in  confenting  to  negociate 
at  that  time,  only  yielded  to  the  popular  clamour,  and  them* 
fclves  thought  that  it  would  have  been  unfortunate  for  the 
country  had  a  peace  been  concluded.  If  this  was  the  cafe, 
he  thought  their  conduift  extremely  reprehenftble.  They 
ought  to  labour  for  the  good  of  their  country,  without  de- 
viating from  what  thev  conceived  to  be  the  path  of  duty,  to 
humour  the  opinion  of  any  one.  They  would  not  be  very 
earncfl  in  their  endeavours  however,  or  make  any  facriiice 
to  procure  peace,  yet  the  incapacity  of  France  to  maintain 
the  relations  of  peace  and  amity  was  never  mentioned  as  the 
reafon  for  breaking  oiF  the  negociation ;  it  was  the  refufal 
of  France  to  relinquifh  the  polTeflion  of  the  Netherlands. 
Our  fituation  was,  no  doubt,  improved  fincethat  period.  He 
contemplated  with  pleafure  the  growing  profperity  of  the 
country,  and  he  would  make  every  facrifice  to  maintain  its 
independence.  But  let  riot  Minifters,  on  account  of  our  im- 
proved fituation,  refufe  to  treat  with  fuch  a  man  as  Bonaparte. 

He 
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He  would  not  attexnpl  to  defend  every  part  of  his  condud^ 
but  all  men  had  their  tmperfedions  ;  and  were  peace  never 
to  be  concluded  but  when  the  governments  of  countries  weie 
condu&ed  by  men  of  integrity  and  difintereftednefs.  War, 
he  fearedy  would  be  eternal.     They  muft  not  wait  till  they' 
fbuod  a  Waftiington  in  France,  whofe  only  objed  was  the 
good  of  his  country  and  of  human  kind:   every  thing  called 
aloud  for  them  to  treat.    Thofe  even  mud  be  of  that  opinion 
who  formerly  thought  that  the  war  was  juft  and  neceflary. 
The  Houfe  might  now  addrefs  his  Majefty,  praying  hfm  to 
take  meafures  for  procuring  a  fpeedy  peace,  -in  perfeft  con-^ 
fiftence  with  their  former  votes.     The  tide  of  fortune  might 
again  turn,  and  we  might  have  our  reverfes  as  France  has 
had  her's.  This  opportunity  was  by  no  means  to  be  ncgleQed. 
He  faw  no  weight  in  the  arguments  drawn  from  the  preca- 
rioufnefs  of  Bonaparte's  authority.     Whatever  might  be  the 
fate  of  it,  fuch  another  opportunity  would  never  recur.     If 
his  power  was  confolidated,  he  would  refent  the  infults  he 
had  received  from  us,  and  perfevere  in  hoflility.     If  his  2iu- 
thority  (houldnot  be  permanent  it  muft  be  overturned,  either 
by  a  new  revolution  at. home,  or  by  the  reftoration  of  the 
Bourbons.     The  party  which  would  fucceed  him  would  cer- 
tainly be  the  violent  JaCobins,  who  have  ever  borne  the  mod 
mortal  antipathy  to  England,  and  who,  from  their  principles 
and  zeal,  would  be  truly  dangerous  to  us.     France  would' 
then  be  exa£lly  in  the  fame  ftate  in  which  (he  was  in  1793* 

That  the  Bourbons  will  be  rcftored  is  an  event  barely  pof- 
fible,  and  could  we  by  making  this  zjine  qua  non  of  a  peace^ 
put  it  off  to  an  incalculable  diftance  ;  if  the  Bourbon  family 
were  rcftored,  all  the  priefts  and  nobles  muft  be  reinftated  in 
their  privileges^  and  the  whole  body  of  emigrants  muft  re- 
cover their  eftates.  Would  the  nation  ever  fubmit  to  fuch 
things  ?  Every  man  in  it  muft  have  an  intereft  in  preventing 
them.  The  idea  of  lofing  the  property  in  the  Stocks  would 
have  a  powerful  effeA  in  preventing  a  revolution  in  this 
country,  many  more  in  France  had  an  intereft  in  the  confir- 
cated  eftates.  Nothing  but  force  can  ever  re-eftabli(h  the 
Bourbons  on  the  throne  of  their  anceftors,  and  nothing  but 
force  can  maintain  them  upon  it.  If  their  authority  ftiould 
he  con6rmed,  they  would  probably  foon  forget  their  obliga- 
tions to  us,  and  plot  -as  formerly  for  our  ruin.  But  it  was 
probable  that  Bonaparte  would  retain  his  authority.  He  will 
make  peace  with  the  Chouans,  and  increafc  the  power  of  the 
State.     Nothing  could  juftify  the  illiberal  abufe  with  which 

Minifters 
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Miniftets  had  treated  him:  it  was  ioconfiftent  with  their 
dignity,  and  it  could  ferve  no  end|  for  Bonaparte  would  only 
fiuile  when  he  heard  of  the  fquibs  which  were  thrown  at  hinr 
from  the  Treafiiry  fiench.  He  woiild  conclude  by  faying» 
that  he  thought  the  anfwers  returned  to  the  overtMHes-of  tbt 
French  government  mod  improper.  Had  France  behaved 
fo  to  usy  he  would  have  fupported  the  war  with  his  whole 
Cqu\,  and  would  have  voted  his  laft  (hilling  to  carry  it  on« 
Peace  would  be  advantageous  to  France,  but  not  more  fo 
.  than  to  England  ;  both  were  exhaufted,  and  repofe  was  ne*' 
ceffary  to  both*.  By  perfevering  in  the  conted  we  (hould 
fquander  away  millions  of  money  and  thoufands  of  lives,  and 
would  probably  be  in  a  more  unfavourable  fituation  fortrcat^ 
ing  than  at  the  prefent  moment.  When  we  began  a  new 
negociation,  we  had  uniformly  been  in  more  ^^dverfe  circum- 
(lances  than  when  we  left  off  the  preceding. 

The  Chancillor  (f  the  Exchequer  then  rofe,  and  faid,  after 
tha  ample  difcuflion  which  the  fubje<^  has  received  from  my 
honourable  Friends  who  have  already  fpoJ&en,  I  ihould  not 
.have  prefented  myfblf  to  the  Houfe  at  this  (lage  of  the  de* 
bate,  did  not  fome  of  the  grounds  upon  which  the  learned 
Gentleman,  who  has  jufl:  fat  down,  enlarged,  called  for  ani- 
madverflon,  and  the  fa£ls  which  he  has  dated  required  to  be 
corrected.  The  quedion  before  you  appears  to  me  to  in- 
volve this  great  condderation,  whether  the  evils  which  the 
French  revolution  has  occaHoned,  and  which  its  principle 
dill  thjreatens  to  produce,  are  of  a  nature  fo  uncontrouUble 
by  any  human  efforts,  that  we  ought  tofubmit  to  their  in- 
fli£lion  without  a  druggie,  and  acquiefce  in  their  mifchiefs 
without  a  murmur?  To  me  it  feems  impofGble,  in.ajud 
view  of  the  fubje£t,  to  feparate  the  difcudion  of  thofe  mea^. 
fures  in  which  the  Houfe  is  now  to  pronounce,  from^the  pre* 
ceding  events,  and  from  the  uniform  charader  of  the  French 
revolution.  The  learned  Gentleman,  however,  profeding 
not  to  judify  the  preceding  occurrences  of  that  terrible  events 
hat  endeavoured  to  disjoin  them  totally  from  the  war  in  which  > 
we  are  engaged.  In  diewing  caufe  upon  thefe  points,  how- 
ever, he  has  done  little  elfe  then  retail  thofe  topics  fo  long 
and  fo  frequently  repeated  in  the  fpeeches  of  the  opporaion 
within  doors,  or  in  the  writings  of  nheir  publifiiers  without  \ 
he  has  even  thought  proper  again  to  bring  forward  thofe  ar- 
guments already  circulated  in  thirty  editions  of  a  pamphlet 
to  which  the  learned  Gentleman  has  given  his  name.  Thofe 
who  with  him  contend  that  we  ought  to  have  lidened  to  the 
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overtures  which  have  been  received  from  the  enemyy  iivho 
are  of  opinion  thit  it  would  have  been  confiftent  with  the 
fafety  of  this  country  to  have  accepted  the  propofal  to  treat, 
can  defend  their  fentiments  only  upon  the  ground  that  the 
revolution,  either  as  it  does  exift,  or  as  it  has  extfted,  con- 
tains no  prrnciples  and  no  danger  that  could  have^  rendered 
negotiation  eiiher  ineffe£h2al.  in  the  attempt,  or  peace  infe- 
cure,  or  pernicious  in  the  attainment ;  or  they  muft  contend, 
that  the  change  which  has  lately  taken  place  in  the  men,  in, 
the  meafures,  and  ihe  inftitutions  of  France,  has  given  that 
profped  of  fafcty,  of  lability,  and  of  permanence,  which 
did  not  previoudy  cxift  ;  or  they  muft  (hew,  that  from  the 
preffiire  by  which  we  are  furrounded,  and  the  difficuhies  un- 
der which  v^e  labour,  it  would  be  better  to  have  recourfe 
even  to  an  inadequate  and  infecure  pacification,  than  fubmit 
to  the  burdens  which  the  continuance  of  the  war  mufi  occa- 
fton,  and  expofe  oiirfekes  to  the  rilk  with  which  it  muft  be 
attended.  In  confidering  thefe  queftions,  I  (hall  forbear  as 
mtxch  as  po(riblc  from  trefpafltng  on  the  patience  of  the  Houfe. 
But  when  I  hear  the  original  caufes  of  the  war  again  called 
into  difpute,  when  I  hear  the  learned  Gentleman  again  giving 
the  fandion  of  his  authority  to  the  opinion  that  the  contelt 
is  to  be  afcribed  to  the  difmiflal  of  M,  Chauvelin  by  the  Bri- 
tifli  governmeut,  I  cannot  help  faying  a  few  words  upon 
thefe  topics,  and  adding  additional  illuftrations  refpeding 
mifreprefentations  already  fo  often  ^overthrown,  and  argu* 
ments  fo  often  refuted. 

Here,  Sir,  I  cannot  help  obferving  in  the  (tatenients  of 
the  learned  Gentleman,  that  inaccuracy  with  regard  to  date, 
which  feems  incident  to  fo  many  great  geniufes  in  their 
fpeeches,  pamphlets,  or  notes  on  this  fubjed.  The  anfwcr 
of  Talleyrand  himCelf  (and  he  ought  to  have  known  better) 
was  as  defeSive  in  this  particular  as  if  he  had  actually  trufted 
for  his  information  to  the  learned  Gentleman's  pamphlet. 
The  Houfe,  no  doubt,  will  pay  attention  to  the  Ihort  defcrip- 
tion  given  of  the  charafler  and  pradice  of  revolutionary 
France,  a^  given  in  the  laft  o(iicial  note  of  the  French  Mini- 
fterof  Foreign  A(Fairs.  This  is  no*  lefs  than  the  "  refpeft 
for  independent  powers,  and  the  difavowal  of  conqueft,  with 
which  the  revolution  announced  itfclf  to  the  world."  If 
however  this  defcription  is  the  very  reverfe  of  the  truth,  if 
under  fuch  a  charai^cr  the  revolution  is  no  longer  to  be  re« 
cognifed,  the  learned  Gentleman  and  his  copy  iff,  the  Mini- 
fter  of  Foreign  Affairs,  difcover  that  the  oppofite  condu£l 

which 
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which  France  purfued  arofe  from  tht  provocation  which  (hfe 
yeceived,  and  from  the  leagues  formed  againft  her  independ- 
ence and  her  integrity  ;  M.  Cbauvelin  was  ordered  to  quit 
this  country ;  and  this  infult  was,  in  their  opinion^  the  true 
caufe  of  the  war,  and  the  whole  train  of  perfidious  ambi- 
fion  and  infatiable  conqiieft  by  which  France  has  been  dif- 
linguiflied.  Unfortunately  for  the  accuracy  of  the  learned 
Centleman,  however^  far  from  producing  the  war  which 
was  fo  inconfiftcnt  with  the  principles  which  France  pro- 
fefledy  it  mud  be  remembered  that  the  war  on  the  continent 
liad  exided  eight  months  before  that  event  took  place.  I  am 
aware  that  my  obfcrvations  upon  thefe  points  of  the  docu- 
ments before  the  Houfe>  and  the  fiatemenft  of  the  honour* 
able  Gentleman,  are  thrown  together  without  fufliciently 
diftinguifhing  them  6ne  from  (he  other;  but  it  muft  be  re« 
colled[ed  that  I  am  commenting  on  the  grounds  laid  down 
both  by  the  military  leader  in  the  correfpondence,  and  the 
learned  leader  in  the  caufe.  Indeed,  upon  a  comparifon  of 
dates,  I  am  not  a  little  furprifed  how  it  could  ever  have  been 
advanced  that  the  difmiflal  of  Chauvelin  was  the  caufe  of 
the  war«  much  lefs  thofc  extenfive  confequenccs  afcribed  to 
it)  and  I  am  happy  ia  having  an  opportunity  of  difcufling  the 
quefiion  tite-a-ieU  with  the  learned  Gentleman.  It  is  necef- 
^ry,  then,  that  I  (hould  recall  to  the  Houfe  the  circum (lances 
of  the  cafe.  Pre;viou$  to  that  event  the  aggreflions  againft 
this  country  were  manifold:  they  had  been  made  the  fubjeA 
of  difcuflion.  The  points  contained  in  it  were  at  that  period 
brought  to  an  uhimatum  on  the  part  of  France,  which,  if 
nnfatisfadory  to  the  government  of  this  country,  was  tanta- 
mount  to  a  declaration  of  war.  At  the  moment  when  things 
were  in  this  fitiiation,  the  communications  between  the  go- 
Ternment  and  that  of  France  was  interrupted  by  that  atroci- 
ous murJer  and  regicide,  which  at  the  time  produced  fuch 
pniverfal  horror,  and  now  cannot  be  recalled  without  indig-^ 
nation  and  regret.  Yet,  forry  was  I  to  obferve,  that  in  aU 
luHon  to  this  event,  the  learned  Gentleman  referred  to  it  the 
commencement  of  what  he  ftyled  legal  government  in  France. 
Yet  at  a  moment  when,  by  fo  cruel  and  bloody  a  deed,  the 
rulers  of  France  had  feparrted  her  from  all  dire&  intercourfe 
with  this  country,  at  a  time  when  they  had  given  caufe  of 
complaint,  and  rcfufed  fatisfadion,  they  demanded  that  we 
fliould  admit  the  new  credentials  of  the  perfon  who  had  been 
invedcd  with  them  by  Louis  XVI.  and  been  acknowledged 
as  the  Miniflcr  of  a  lawful  fovereign.     In  this  fauaiion» 

with 
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with  grievslnces  unredreflfed,  iind  aggrcffions  unfatisfiedi  the 
goyernment  of  this  country  receive  credentials  from  a  perfoii 
who  had  ceafed  to  hold  a  public  charaderi  and  who  could 
have  appeared  only  as  the  reprefentative  of  men  who  had 
already  committed  ads  that  would  have  juftified  hoftilities. 

M.  Chauvelin  then  was  only  a  private  individual  in  this 
country  ;  at  a  moment,  then,  when  the  peace  and  tranquillity 
of  this  country  were  threatened  by  the  malignant  arts  of  the 
emiflaries  of  the  Jacobin  rulers,  at  a  time  when  the  legif- 
laiure  had  paffed  an  alien  ad  to  veft  his  Majefty  with  addi- 
tional means  of  taking  precaution  for  the  public  fafcty,  M* 
Chauvelin  was  required  to  quit  the  kingdom.  In  fuch  cir- 
cumflances  his  prefence  was  ofnoufe  for  any  purpofe  of  in- 
tercourfe,  and  his  difmiflal  was  required  by  (trong  motives  of 
public  intered.  . 

It  is  proper,  too,  that  it  (hould  be  known  that  the  French 
ultimatum  already  alluded  to,  contained  a  dired  threat  againft 
an  ally  of  this  Country,  a  threat  indeed  which,  as  appeared 
afterwards,  orders  had  been  given  to  put  in  execution.     It 
infifted  on  the  opening  of  the  Scheldt,  a  circumflance  which 
then  was,  in  point  of  fad,  but  of  little  importanac  to  this 
couotry,  but  which  in  principle  carried  with  it  a  dired  at« 
tempt  to  overthrow  that  fyllem  of  public  law  which,  had 
hitherto  prevailed  in  Europe.     It  was  a  pretenfion  indeed 
funilar  to  that  which  enabled  the  French  to  difcover  that  the 
Rhine  and  the  Alps  were  the  natural  boundaries  of  France* 
Another  circumflance  too  then  clearly  proved  the  defigns  of 
the  enemy  againil  Holland,  and  it  was  the  order  publifhed  for 
their  troops  to  follow  the  Auftrians  into  any  neutral  country* 
At  this  very  time  too,  with  their  declaration  againft  the  in* 
dependence  of  nations  To  rec^t,  and  their  avcrfion  to  con- 
qued  fonew,  they  meditated  the  annexation  of  Belgium  to 
France,  which,  under  the  pretence  of  liberty,  they  loon  ef- 
feded.     With  all  thefe  aggreOions,  with  all  their  diflike  to 
conqtieft,  was  Belgium  wreded  from  the  Emperor,  and  Sa- 
voy from  the  King  of  Sardinia.    They  declared  war  againft 
this  country,  and  that  in  t^rms  of  infult  and  menace  to  the 
exiftence  of  all  thrones,  and  the  got ernraent  of  all  States, 
as  to  confirm  and  tiD  augment  every  exifting  caufe  of  differ* 
ence.     They  declared  their  determination  to  aflift  every  na- 
tion defirous  of  regaining  its  freedom.     They  had  (hewn 
what  they  thought  that  freedom  was  by  the  atrocious  mutder 
of  their  fovereign.     They  had  applied  the  menace  to  Eng-^ 
land  by  openly  encouraging  the  addreffes  and  the  correfpon* 
Vol.  L  i8oo.  Oo  '       dence 
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dence  of  thofe  feditious  bodies  who  favoured  the  principles, 
who  imitated  the  forms  of  regenerated  France,  who  antici* 
pated  the  fuccefs  of  fimilar  attempts;,  who  hailed  the  aufpici- 
ous  proceedings  of  FrenchYnen  reeking  with  the  blood  of 
their  murdered  king,  and  exulted  at  the  profpe£t  of  cor- 
refponding  ^ith  a  regi(;ide  convention  from  their  own  lia*- 
tional  aflembly.  In  fuch  circumftances,  then,  Ik)w  could  ihm 
government  of  England,  already  fo  much  ag^ievcd,  pro- 
ceed ?  How  could  they  accede  to  an  ultimatum  tull  of  extra- 
vagant pretenfionSy  of  infuhing  menaces,  and  of  infidious 
rciervations  ?  The  claims  of  juftice  were  tmfatisfied,  and 
amidd  fo  much  to  excite  alarm  and  apprehenfion,  the  expl^ 
cations  required  of  the  exceptionable  parts  of  the  declara- 
tions of  the  French  government  only  developed  more  dan- 
gerous principles,  and  more  injurious  claims. 

But  this  was  not  all ;  aftc^r^  the  famous  decree  of  the  19th 
November,  a  declaration  of  hoflility  againil  every  c(lab1i(h- 
menty  the  explanations  given  it  by  a  fubfequent  decree  was 
dill  more  intolerable  in  its  principles  and  its  objeds.  The 
French  government  paflcd  another  decree  that  m\A  be  cffUceii 
from  the  minds  of  thofe  who  doubt  whether  the  caufe  of  war 
"was  fubfequent  to  its  exigence.  This  decree  required  every 
General,  commanding  the  French  armies,  to  overthrow, 
•wherever  he  went,  ev^ery  ancient  cftablifliment,  and  new 
model  the  country  according  to  the  democratic  faihion  of 
France.  Was  not  this  a  condemnation  to  revolutionary 
wretchednefsy  pronounced  againft  every  (late  with  which 
France  was  at  war.  How  was  thjs  explained  ?  How  did  \\\\s 
principle  operate  in  praflice  r  We  have  feen  that  this  repub- 
lic has  been  at  war  with  every  nation  in  Europe  but  two, 
and  with  fomp  out  of  Europe;  we  have  feen  thefe  declarar 
tions  and  decrees  faithfully  followed  up.  We  have  feen  wha,t 
feemed  the  very  madnefs  of  Jacobinifm  methodifed;  and  the 
frantic  principles  of  devaflation  and  difordcr  reduced  to  the 
form  of  bufmefs  with  a  minute  exafinefs ;  this  revolutionary 
code,  this  antifocial  principle,  has  never  been  a  moment  fuC- 
pended.  In  all  the  changes,  in  all  the  fucccilive  parties^ 
amidft  every  contradi£lion,  every  inconfil^ency,  this  alone 
has  continued  to  be  pradifed  with  unrelenting  rigour,  to  be 
enforced  wiih  unalterable  pcrFeverance.  This  and  this  alone 
was  the  permanent  policy  of  the  revolution  ;  it  went  on  ii^ 
the  profecution  of  it,  undeviatin^  and  unchangeable.  A 
fchedule  was  drawn  up,  with  the  blank  formula  of  an  addrcf^ 
to  every  n'ationi  announcing  the  arrival  of  the  rcpublicai^ 
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Itgions  ;  and  theft  inftrnments  of  fedhion  and  anarchy  were 
the  infeparable  attenda'nts  of  the  republican  arms.  To  thofc 
nations  who  ftiould  be  fo  brntilh,  fo  dull  as  to  adhere  to  their 
Religion,  to  tlicir  laws,  to  their  ancient  fillers,  was  denounced 
tlie  threat  of  the  exercife  of  every  right  of  conqueft.  Such 
is  the  love  of  peace,  fo  exemplified  in  liriiverfal  war,  and  the 
refpeft  for  the  independence  of  other  nations,  demonftrated 
by  thepra6licc  of  univerfal  overihrow. 

But  even  when  Chauvelin  was  ordered  to  quit  this  country, 
there  Was  a  door  left  opcii  for  difculfion  ;  but  inftead  of  any 
ilncere  endeavours  to  give  cfFeft  to  the  alternative,  the  decla- 
ration of  war  proceeded  from  France,  and  yet  there  ate  thofe 
in  this  country  viho  join  with  the  enemy  in  imputing  to  us 
the  guilt  of  aggreffion  ?  But  it  is  faid  that  the  government  of 
this  country  fccreily  favoured  the  plans  that  were  in  agitation 
againft  the  independence  of  France.  But  where  is  the  evi- 
dence ?  On  the  contrary,  does  not  the  evidence  of  dates,  the 
confedion  of  every  party  in  France  from  BriflTot  to  Boulay 
de  la  Meurthe,  agree  in  acquitting  England.  I  fpoalc  not 
of  the  treaties  of  Pavia,  and  the  declaration  of  PiJnitz.  The 
firft  is  undoubtedly  fpurious,  and  the  fecond  declared  only  the. 
fentimcnts  of  Prullia  and  Auftria,  refpefting  the  imprifon- 
mcnt  of  the  King  of  France,  and  never  had  any  confequence. 
Kven  Talleyrand  himfclf  recognized  the  neutrality  of  this 
country  w"hen  he  was  the  bearer  of  a  difpatch  in  which  the 
King  of  England  was  thanked  for  his  neutrality..  Every 
fa£l,  every  date,  every  document,  proved,  that  whatever  de- 
figns  of  hodihty  were  meditated  by  the  King  of  Sweden,  or 
others,  againft  France,  this  country  never  encouraged  or  pro- 
moted fuch  vi*!ws:  On  the  contrary,  the' redudion  of  the 
forces  of  this  country  ip  i79t>  and  during  the  greater  part 
of  1792,  proved  that  we  had  fallen  into  a  fecnrity  which 
wifdom  would  not  perhaps  jiiflify,  th:jt,fincerely  attached  our- 
felves  to  the  pacific  fyflem,  we  had  too  blindly,  relied  upon 
limilar  difpofiiions  in  the  French  goveininent.  Ourconduft 
w^as  dirc£lly  the  rcverfe  of  that  which  men,  defnoui  to  find 
a  pretext  for  war,  v/oiJd  have  purfued.  During  thecourfc 
of  i-jgi  we  had  no  connexion  with  the  emperor. ,  With 
Prufiia  we  had  communication,  n-.ui  our  invnrijblc  language 
was  to  avoid  any  intcrftrcnce  with  the  afFaiis  of  Frpnce  ;  and 
I  will  (late  it  wiih  confivFcnce,  that  no  FcUcign  Miniltcr  of 
this  country. wa«5  anthoiifed  ro  make  any  overtures  icfj.cclitig  • 
a  coalition  till  alter  the  battle  of  Jemappe,  If  we  hij  judged 
jighily  of  the  revolutiop,  had  wc  difcovercd  in  it  the  germ 
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and  principle  of  thofe  mifchiefs  with  which  it  was  pregnant, 
aind  which  have  fmce  been  developed^  we  (hould  have  been 
juftified  in  a  different  line  of  condud,  At  the  time  alhided  to, 
howevefy  a  communication  was  made  by  Lord  Grenville  to 
the  cabinet  of  Pruflia  refpe^tinjg  the  affairs  in  France,  in 
which  it  was  recommended  to  endeavour  to  obtain  Tatisfac- 
tion  for  the  injurious  conduA  and  declarations  of  France  by 
amicable  difculfion,  and  if  this  failed,  information  was  afked 
refpe£ling  the  number  of  forces  that  might  be  employed  if 
things  (hould  come  to  extremities,  A  general  concert  and 
-explanation  was  propofed  among  the  different  powers,  not 
for  war,  but  for  peace ;  not  for  attack,  but  for  negocjation, 
and  nothing  was  required  but  a  repeal  of  the  decrees  that 
ftruck  at  every  eftablifhed  government,  and  a  fecurity  for 
that  refped  towards  their  independence  which  other  nations  ' 
liad  a  right  to  expcA.  If  fuch  propofitions  were  not  ac* 
cepted,  the  powers  were  to  confidcr  thcmfelves  at  liberty  to 
take  meafures  for  their  fecurity,  and  to  procure  indemnity 
for  the  facrificcs  they  might  be  compelled  to  make.  Far 
from  proving  a  deep-rooted  hoftiUty ,  this  document  incon* 
teftibly  demohfVratcs  a  difpofition  too  flow  to  prefume  againfi; 
the  French  revolution  the  evil  with  which  it  w'a$  fraught ;  a 
cHfpofition  not  to  ap|)rehend  without  caufe,  but  to  truft  be- 
yond meafure ;  a  condu6l  in  which  it  would  be  more  difficult 
to  defend  the  exceffive  cai^tion,  than  to  accufe  the  forward 
jealoufy.  Minifters  had  qot  then  difcovered  the  chara6ler  of 
the  mifchief  that  threatened  Europe.  They  had  not  yet 
f5}und  th;^t  no  courfe  but  open  hoftility  remained  to  oppofe 
the  pretendons  of  a  revolutions^ry  principle,  no  lefs  danger- 
ous  frpn)  ihe  n»alignity  of  its  nature  than  the  power  witl| 
which  )t  w^  invefred. 

The  pripcjple,  however,  has  fince  beep  but  too  fatally  dif- 
played  in  the  pfadipe.  Experience  has  written  its  charac- 
.t^r  in  blood.  Neutral  powers  have  been  as  Uttle  proteded 
froip  its  violence  as  open  foes,  and  perhaps  the  extent  of  it^ 
fatal  operation  might  have  been  incalculable,  had  not  this 
country,  with  a  pourage  apd  magnanimity  that  puft  be  re* 
porded  to  its  eternal  honour,  refufe  to  ma)ce  ttiat  copnpromife 
n^ith  the  republic  yrhjph  h^s  fMbje^ed  fo  many  other  nationsi 
IP  ruin  and  difgrace-  Happy  tor  thp  caufc  of  Europe,  ant) 
the  caufe  of  fociety,  th^t  this  copntry  oppofcd  iifelf  a  barrier 
fp  the  enormoiis  ambition,  and  to  the  difaflrons  principles  of 
the  republic.  Though  prefering  peace,  this  government 
i)eVcr  ipnk  to  hua^iliation  j  never  K>u^ht  refuge  in  ^ilhonout-. 
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able  fubmifliony  from  a  fyftem  that  cannot  exift  with  fafetjr 
to  other  powers,  till  its  principle  be  extingtiiihed,  or  its 
0rength  comparatively  exhaufted*    . 

That'  France  was  guiltv  of  the  aggreflion  at  the  beginning 
of  the  conteR,  is  proved  Deyond  a  doubt  by  a  recurrence  to 
dates,  and  by  a  review  of  fads.  Can  any  mail  forget  the 
deteftable  perfidious  machinations  which  were  employed  to 

five  a  pretext  for  the  feizure  of  Avignon,  the  territory  of  the 
loly  See,  the  conqueft  of  Savoy  without  the  lead  (bew  of 
foundation.  The  war  againft  Pruflia  and  Auftria,,!  contend^ 
were  undotibted  aggreflions,  as  the  latter  took  up  arms  to  fup- 
port  the  rights  of  the  princes  of  the  empire,  violated  by  the 
proceedings  of  the  French  in  Alface  and  Lorraine.  Even  in 
thefe  cafe^  amicable difcullion  might  have  removed  all  grounds. 
of  coipplaint;  vbut  war  was  determined  by  the  Jacobins  of 
f^^nce^  and  the  violence  of  their  mobs  was  employed  to  de- 
feat all  9ttemptsof  accommodation,  and  to  render  war  inevi* 
t?ible. 

In  th6  aggreflion  upon  Savoy,  not  a  pretext  was  alledged, 
but  that  mooftrpus  principle  which  France  had^made  a  fun*r 
damental  part  of  her  new  fyftem  of  the  law  of  nature  and 
i^ations ;  the  declaration  that  the  Rhine  and  the  Alps  were 
the  natural  boundaries  of  France.  To  what  extravagant 
preteniions  the  fyfi^m  of  incorporations  led,  we  oqrfelves 
have  experienced.  Review  the  various  cafes  in  which  the 
republic  has  gone  to  war,  Holland,  Spain,  Portugal,  in  every 
one  vvill  be  found  the  charaders  pf  hpr  uniform  yet  various 
aggreflion. 

But  it  is  faid  that  Frdnce  was  obliged  to  employ  her  dc* 
fenOve  means  in  every  diredion,  and  this  is  alledged  in  judi^ 
f)cation  of  her  conquefts  and  her  ravages.  How  does  this  cor- 
refpond  with  the  iaft?  When  the  firll  ncgociation  was  at- 
tempted by  this  country,  the  atrocities  of  which  Italy  after- 
wards became  the  fcene,  were  not  begun  ;  Sardinia  was  not 
yet  ftibjugated ;  the  vaflal  republics  were  not  yet  in  being. 
What  compelled  her  thento  fpread  her  ravages,  when  peace 
V^'as  offered  ?  What  ground  had  Ihe  for  pillaging  and  ruining 
Venice  on  pretence  of  liberty,  and  afterwards  throw  her  into 
the  hands  of  AuHriar  I  do  not  juftify  the  condudl  of  Auftria 
in  that  inftancc,  bivt  can  Auftria,  finking  under  the  force  of 
]f ranee,  be  confidered  as  criminal  in  having  acccpttd  Venice 
as  a  compenfation  for  what  (he  had  loft  ;  be  confidered  as 
criminal  as  France,'that  plundered  Venice  by  every  exadltnn; 
deluded  her  by  the  pretes^t  of  liberty,  ^nd  then  betrayed  h^x 

to 
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to  that  power  from  whom  (he  pretended  to  have  refcucd  that 
ancictit  'republic?  Happy  for  Venice  was  it,  however,  that 
Ihc  had  thus  cfcaped  from  the  hifernal  ctiibraces  of  French 
fraternity,  to  be  placed  under  what  is  called  the  defpotic  go- 
Tcrnment  of  Vicnha. 

I  am  glad  that  fafts  fo  ftrongly  tcftify  the  falfehood  of  the 
apology  that  France,  in  her  own  defence,  was  forced  to  be 
the  univerfal  aggreffor.  She  had  no  pretext  for  employing, 
the  plea  that,  becaufe  attacked  on  one  lide,  (he  w^s  entitled 
to  indemnify  herfelf  by  feizing  without  diftinflion  on  the  ter- 
ritories that  lay  moft  templing  to  her,  without  the  Ihadow  of 
a  right.  The  learned  Gentleman  who  gave  his  fandion  to 
this  dodrine  (hould  take  the  trouble  again  to  confult  the  law 
of  nature  and  of  nations.  For  my  part  f  demur  to  the  plea 
of  t he  1  ear ned  Ge ntl eman .  \_Mr.  Erjktmjaid  he  had advctnced 
fnjuch  do^rineJ]  Sii',  I  am  fure  1  heard  him  fay  fo :  I  am 
happy^  then,  that  the  learned  Gentleman  gives  me  his  autho-' 
rity  on  this  fubjedl.  Review  the  negociations  at  Paris  and 
Lide,  and  it  will  be  found  that,  without  the  leaft  excufe  in 
foreign  prefFurei  all  the  atrocities  in  Italy  were  committed ; 
and  in  all  their  perfidies,  mafTacres,  breaches  of  treaty,  and 
enormities  of  every  defcription,  are  direfily  connefted  with 
tile  name  of  that  Bonaparte  who  is  now  held  out  to  us  as  the 
ftcurity  of  peace.  What  Ihall  we  fay  to  the  invafion  of 
Switzerland ;  by  what  preflure  was  that  frightful  tragedy 
produced ;  what  necellity  palliates  that  blacked  6f  perfidies 
.  that  ever  ambition  commiited  ?  What  (hall  we  fay  when  we 
find  that  innocent  and  virtuous  people,  deluded  by  an  armtf- 
tice,  pcrilh  the  viftims  of  their  unrelenting  ufurpcrs?  What 
fhall  we  fay  of  tnilitary  execution  let  loofe  upon  a  country, 
above  all  others,  cherifhed  and  beloved  by  every  nation  in 
Europe  ;  a. country  the  fteady  ally  of  France,  exempt  by  the 
general  confent  of  princes  and  Rates  from  the  cla(h  of  con* 
tending  interefts,  and  the  (hock  of  furroimding  war;  this 
landof  Go(hen,  thisafykim  to  the  unfortunate  of  every  other 
ftate,  was  attacked,  and  'doomed  to  mifery,  when  no  pica 
whatever  could  be  urged  to  colour  the  treachery  ?  If  this 
fpirit  therefore  h?s  been  fyftcmalic  in  iis  charader ;  if  it  has 
been  incelfant  in  its  operation  ;  if  it  has  never  been  humbled 
in  adverfity,  nor  fooihcd  in  profpcriiy  ; '  if,  in  all  circum-- 
ftances,  and  in  every  fortune,  it  has  uniformly  purfued  the 
fame  detefled  courfe,  ought  it  to  be  charged  upon  others,  or 
is  there  fomcthing.in  it  which  denotes  a  radical  principle,  and 
a  neceflary  operation  ? 

Confider ' 
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Confider  too  the  unprovoked  aggreflions  of  France  to  Ame^ 
rica,  review  the  perfidy  of  the  whole  tranfadiorii  the  (hamc- 
lefs  corruption,  of  which  this  affair  exhibited  fo  memorable  m 
fcene.  Confider  the  invafion  of  Egypt,  and  the  capture  of 
Malta,  as  if  this  little  iiland  had  been  dedined  to  (how  that 
nothing  was  too  minute  fpr  the  alUfearching  eye'of  French 
republicans  for  plunder.  Reflefl  upon  the  falfe  pretences 
which  Bonaparte  afligned  for  that  expedition,  fo  glorioufly 
defeated  by  the  vi£tory  at  Aboukir,  and  the  animating  valour 
of  our  troops  at  Acre.  See  Bonaparte  correfpondipg  witli 
the  enemies  of  this  country  in  the  Eaft,  and  emilTaries  fent 
forth  to  jacobinife  the  dominions  of  Tippoo  Sultan ;  and  Ja« 
cobin  clubs  vowing  hatred  to  all  kings,  except  Citizen  Tjp.» 
poo,  the  ally  of  the  French  republic  at  Seringapatam,  what 
Bonaparte  was  fpeedily  to  become  at  Paris,  a  military  ufurper* 

He  fliowed  that  the  whole  fyftem  of  the  revolution  was 
aggrandifement  arid  overthrow  with  regard  to  other  powers ; 
i)f  mifery  anddiftraftion  to  France  herfelf.  That  conqueft 
abroad  was  attended  by  prodigality,  conBfcatlon,  and  plunder 
at  home ;  that,  from  the  beginning,  there  was  nothing  thai* 
could  bribe  the  rapacity,  that  could  foothe  the  violence,  that 
could  content  the  ambition  of  this  monfter.  The  republic^ 
difciplined  and  in(lru£tcd  upon  the  maxims  ifTucd  from  the 
Jacobin  cells,  marched  out,  Spreading  deftru£iion.  He  dated 
that,  in  all  the  changes  in  France,  none  of  the  new  govern^ 
ments  had  obtained  any  thing  like  permanence ;  nothing  to 
afford  fecuriiy.  The  late  change  was  in.  every  refped  a» 
little  calculated  for  (lability;  a  miliiary  ufurpation,  and  no- 
thing in  the  charade^  of  Bonaparte  but  what  was  deceitful, - 
cruel,  perfidious.  How  could  his  government  expe£t  per* 
mancncc?  To  republicans,  to  jacobins,  to  royalifts,  he  muft 
equally  be  deteftable.  He  could  not  be  fmcere  in  his  defiro 
of  a  general  peace,  for  how  could  he  trud  himfelf  without 
that  fole  fupport  on  which  he  rclibd.  After  going  over  all- 
the  topics  already  urged  by  Mr.  Dundas,  which  he  illudratecl 
with  great  force  and  eloquence,  the  Chancellor  of  the  £xi- 
chequer  concluded  with  giving  his  fupport  to  the  addrefs. 

Mr.  fox  then  rofe,  ,and  faid.  Sir,  I  am  fure  you  will  do 

me  the  credit  to  believe  that,  at  this  laie  hour,  (between  twa 

and  three  o'clock)  cxhaulted  as  the  patJcnce  and  attention  of 

the  Houfe  mijftl)c,  nothing  but  a  deep  fcnfc  of  my  duty  coulct 

.have  induced  me  to  have  troubled  yow  upon  Uii*  occafion. 

Sir,  my  hon.  Friend  (tatcd,  and  (lattd  truly,  that  we  had 
ariived  at  a  new  a^ra  of  the  war ;   and  I  would  alk  the  right 

hun. 
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hdn.  Gentleman  himfelf,  whether  by  thfc  time  he  has  |ic- 
flowed  in  anfwering  my  hon.  Friend,  by  the  pains  he  ha* 
taken  ta  travel  back  to  the  origih  of  the  war,  atKi  by  ihe 
manner  in  which  he  has  touched  upon  all  the  topics  that  have 
been  introduced  fince  the  wap,  I  fay,  I  would  afk  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  himfelf,  whether  he  does  not  confider  this  as 
a  new  aera  ? 

Sir,  in  this  the  feventh  year  of  the  moft  biirthenfome  war 
in  which  this  or  any  nation  ever  was  engaged,  ^l  new  xra  is 
propofed,  upon  ideas  which  have  fo  often  been  held  out  to  us ; 
upon  calculations  which  have  To  frequently  mifled  us ;  upon 
a  knowledge  of  human  nature  and  common  fenfeon  which 
expeditions  have  been  undertaken  and  have  failed  ;  and  upon 
notions  of  the  fuppofed  ruin  of  the  finances  and  refources  of 
the  enemy,  with  which  the  Houfe  have  fo  often  been  de* 
ceived. 

Gracious  God,  Sir  !  Is  it  lefs  than  five  years  ago  that  w6 
were  told,  that  France  was  in  the  jaws  of  ruin?  That  we 
were  aflbred  the  was : — What  ?  Not  in  the  jaws  of  ruin  alone> 
but  in  the  very  gulph  of  bankruptcy  ?  That  (he  was  in  fuch  a 
fituation,  that  nothing  but  making  peace  with  her  could  enable 
ber  to  mol^ft  this  country  f  Upon  thefe  predidions  and  af- 
furunces  have  we  gone  on  from  year  to  year,  and  now,  at 
the  end  of  the  fevemh  year,  we  are  gravely  defired  not  only. 
to  renew  the  war,  but  that  no  man  may  be  able  to  fee  an  end 
•f  it,  principles  are  laid  down  upon  which  it  may  be  carried 
on  to  all  eternity! 

Sir,  his  Majcfty's  Miniders,  when  they  entered  into  the 
negociation  at  Lifle,  direded  Lord  Malmefbury  to  fay,  that 
lecrinfioating  reproaches  did  not  ^evince  a  fmcere  dedre  for 
the  reftoration  6f  peace.  I  have  the  authority  of  Miniders 
for  faying,  that  being  a  friend  t6  peace  with,  I  believe,  a 
real  majority. of  this  Houfe,  and  a  much  larger  majority  of 
the  nation,  I  (bould  think  it  my  duty  to  ab(laih  from  all  re- 
criminations. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  thought  it 
itecefTary  to  enter  into  the  whole  charge  relative  to  the  war ;  I 
certainly  (hall  not  follow  him ;  but  I  will  flate  to  the  Houfe 
fairly  ami  openly,  what  my  opinion  of  the  war  has  always 
been — that  it  was  a  war  of  aggreflion  againft  France. 

Sir,  that  Auilria  and  Pruflia  were  the  aggreffors,  does  any 

4>ne  now  entertain  a  doubt  ?  Have  not  all  the  perfoils  who 

were  in  the-  confidence  of  ihe  unfortunate  Louis   XVL 

•proved,  that  between  him  and  Aiiftria  there  was  an  intimate 

conne^on  and  correfpondence  i  Do  I  fay  that  theif  was  a 

»  treaty 


tptstiy  ebtered  into  for  difmemberirfg  Fiance^  No;  but 
though  a  4reafy  of  Pavia  had  ho  cxtftehcc>  docs  the  right 
hon.  G^ntkman  deny  the  authenticity  of  the  declaration  af«^ 
felted  by  M.  Bertrand  de  Mtlleville  to  have  been  entered 
into  at  Mantua  r  Does  not  that  declaration  exprefs  a  wi(h  of 
interfering  in  the  internal  concerns  of  France,  with  a  great 
army  i  But  there  was  no  treaty,  and  becaufe  there  was  not, 
we  are  ^iefired  to  believe  there  was  nothing. 

Sir,  the  tied  way  for  all  of  us  to  cohfider  the  fubjed,  is  to 
put  it  to  the  bofoms  of.  men  what  was  the  declaration  which 
was  entered  into  by  Auftria  arid  Pruffia  at  Pilnitz  ?  That  they 
would  not  intBrtbre  till  ihcy  could  perfuadc  krthcfr  powers  to 
join  them.  Now,  I  would  afk.ahy  man  in  the  Houfe  whei 
fhei",  if  two  powers  were  to  declare  that  they  were  nc)t  tfeady 
then,  but  that  they  Would  wait  trll  they  could  nhite  all  the 
powers,  for  the  purpofe  of  SnterferiDg  m  the  internal  con-i 
cerns  of  Great  Britain;  I  would,  I  fay,  afk  any  iti^n  whe* 
tlier  "he  would  not  confider  that  as  an  aA  of  aggreffion  ?  But 
the  cafe  wkh  refpeft  to  Great  Britain  is  diSerent — Truc^ 
Sir  ;  and  yet,  after  all  the  a£^s  w'hjch  thie  right  hon-  Genttel 
ma^  has  ^ntfmerated,  \httc  h  only  biie  upon  which  I  think 
much  flrefs  i^  to  be  laid — xht  decree  of  the  19th  of  Hoveen* 
ber  \  a  decree  whkh,  }f  cdilftrued  titeralty,  the  right  hcim 
GeiAlefman  fays,  amouhted  te  a  deetantnon  of  wa¥  ajgaitift  all 
the  nations  of  Euro]»e«  M.  Chauvelin  gives  m  6x^anatidn 
of  that  decree,  and  of  the  tranfaSion  relative  to  the  naviga^ 
tion  of  the  Scfieldr.  But  that  explanation  the  right  hon; 
Oentlemah  contends  was  not  a  fatisfaAory  one.— ^It  mighi 
bcfd:  and  yet  I  Wiuft  here  obferve,  that  when  the  French 
ambi!lidor  was  difmlfled,  this  unf^islaAory  explanation  wai 
hot  dated  as  the  ground  olF  h^  difitiiSai,  byut  tiie  murder' of 
Loois^XVI. 

But  fuppofing  the  explanation  offered  imt  to  have  t^en  i 
fatisfadoiy  one,  is  it,  I  fay,  fo  be  aflirtcd,  IMt  that  is  to  ex- 
clude all  other  explanations  ?  If  the  expFanation  oilercd  by 
M.  Chauj-clin  was  infufiicient,  why  did  you  hot  fay  fo  ?  Did 
jrou  hold  out  any  ground  upon  which  pcafcc  could  be  pre- 
ferved  ?  The  navigation  of  the  Scheldt  was  dheof  the  alleged 
eanfes  of  the  war.  Did  you  fay  fo  ?  Did  you  put  it  in  the 
power  of  Ftancc  to  enter  into  an  explanation  npon  that 
fulijcil?  . 

Th^  fight  hon.  Gentleman  has  this  day  read  a  ver^ 
important  paper,  which  was  never  produced  before,  and  of 
tj>e  exrft«ncc  of  >yhich  I  was  totally  ignorant ;  I  mean  the 
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inftrudions'tranfmttted  to  pur  Mibifter  at  the  court  of  PcterA 
burgh.  Of  the  temper  and  nature  of  thcfe  inftriidiops  I 
coirrpletely  approve  :  yetl  cannot  help  reiDarking»,that  thq 
right  hon.  Gendeonan,  fo  far  from  taking  any  credit  to  him- 
fe4f  for  them,  (}ut  feems  tathor  to  confider  them  as  aiFord^ng 
Inauer  for  cenfure* 

•  0 

*.      Qn^o4  foliim  (!xcuraf«  hoc  fohim  miror  li  illo, 

;  Ithink  the  compofitiQn  of  th^t  p^pcr  ej^cellent,  the  direc*? 
tions  conveyed  in  it  wife,  and  the.oi^ly  thing  I  regret  is,  that 
it  never  vi'a$  aded  on.  The  nature  of  the  paper  I  under- 
{land  to  be  this ;  we  propofed  to  join  tQ  prevent  a  geners^I 
vrar>  we  prppofed  terms  of  peace.  Now  I  would  put  it  to 
any  man,  if  that  communication  had  been  made  to  Pari^  as 
^ell  as  Ruflia,  he  does  not  think  it  would  have  beep  pro- 
dudive  of  fubdamial  good  ?  I  have  already  faid,  that  I  think 
pot  only  the  thought^,  the.theoryi  and  thp  words  of  that  paper 
to  be  goody  but  thai  the  deed  was  commendable.  Aded 
pponyhoweyer,  as.it  was,  I  can  compare  it  only  to  the  Eaft 
India  difpatches.  We  read  them>  and  every  thing  appears  to 
he  wife  and  jpd;  yet  the  condu(El  is  the  very  reverfc.  How 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  his  colleagues  could  fend  fuch 
a  pap^r,  while  they'  were  a£ling  fq  oppof^te  a  part,  while 
they  wer^  infulting  M.  Chauvelin,  by  difmifnng  him,  I  am 
Utterly  at  a  lofs  tQ  guefs.  But  France  then  declared  war 
againft  tis.  Was  the  fendjng  away  M^  Chauvelin  a  decora* 
tion  of  wgr  ?  I  know,  if  I  look  at  books  upon  the  fpbjed, 
I  muft  anfwer  ii)  the  negative  ;  but  in  this  cafe  a  treaty  of 
commerce  exited  between  the  two  countries.  That  treaty 
fpccified  what  gircumftances  (hould  attend  a  cefTation  of  the 
inh:rcourfe  betw^pn  tbefn.  It  fays — <'  we  (hall  confider  the 
fending  away  the  Minifter  of  Great  Britain  from  Paris,  or 
|he  MiniAer  of  France  frop  London,  as  a  declaration  o^ 
war."  And  here  let  me  accufq  the  right  hop.  Geptlemai^i 
in  his  own  Ising^jage,  of  being  over  pacific. 

If  France  was  really  the  aggreffor,  how  conies  it  that 
Pruflia  was  qeyer  called  upon  as  (he  plight  have  been  ?  V{hy 
$ir,  becaufe  it  ^as  known  that  on  the  part  of  Pruflia  and 
Audria  it  was  the  mod  foul  and  wicked  aggreflion,  and  is  tq 
Ijc  fet  agairjft  any  of  tjje  external  enormitiej  of  prai^ce. 

'Of  the  tranfadions  of  that  period  I  (hall  not  enter  Into  ^ 
fctrofpeilivc  view ;  but  let  any  gent]emai;i  look  back,  an4 
|ie  will  fee  in  Auflria  a  mod  fixed  and  hofiile  difpofitioq, 
)id  not  (be  (talc  to  thd  French  Minifter  at  P^ris,  not  her 
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fears  of  the  external  aggreffions  of  France,  but  of  the  clubs 
and  fbcieties  at  PalrU  ? 

Sir,  I  beg  to  have  it  underftdod  once  for  all^  that  though. 
I  am  flating  the  inftances  in  which  France  has  been  falfdy 
accufed;  I  am  not  the  defender  of  the  external  or  internal 
politics  of  the  Ftench  revolution.  Their  politics  was  cerrainly 
bad.  But  what  does  the  guilt  of  France  amount  to  ?  That 
file  has  adopted  the  politics  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  ;  that 
file  has  faithfully  imitated  the  ambitious  principles  of  th^ 
Bourbon  family  ;  that  flie  has  trod  in  the  Reps  of  Louis 
XIV.      .  .  . 

It  may  be  faid  that  this  was  a  long  while  ago ;  th^t  Louis 
XIV.  has  been  many  years  dead.  But  has  t|ie  operation  of 
his  principles  ceafcd  in  France  for  any  period  fmce  his  dea'th, 
except  during  the  adminiftration  of  Cardinal  Richelieu  ?  My 
complaint  therefore  againft  the  republic  is,  that  file  has  clofely 
imitated  Louis  XIV. 

We  complain  not  only  of  the  conquefts  of  France,  but  of 
her  making  new  governments  for  the  countries  flie  has  con- 
quered. What  was  the  cafe  of  Louis  XIV.  ?  Have  we  for- 
gotten thai  in  every  territory,  in  every  city  he  conquered,  he 
efiabliOied  chambers  of  claims,  to  afcertain  what  claims  that 
territory,  or  thattrity,  had  upon  any  other  part  of  Europe.    . 

Ho  went  to  war  with  the  republic  of  Holland ;  the  repub- 
lic had  not  treated  him  in  a  manner  confident  with  his  dig'* 
fiity :  that  might  be  a  good  caufc  of  war.  He  went  to  war 
with  Spain.  As  a  fiiort  exception  to  the  policy  pf  Charles 
II.  he  (decfared  war,  and  formed  the  triple  alliance  againfl: 
France,  one  of  the  wifeft  meafures  that  ever  was  adopted* 
But  what  did  the  powers  at  war  do  ?  Tliey  did  not-  fpare 
Louis  XIV. ;  they  called  him  a  monfterof  injuftice. 

It  was  propofed  to  force  him  to  reflore  all  his  conquefts* 
What  was  the  language  of  that  great  ftatefman,  one  of  the 
greateft  that  ever  lived,  De  Wit  ?  He  faid,  **  No — if  you 
had  united,  and  could  have  prevented  thcfe  conquefts,  it 
would  have  been  well  ^  but  when  the  war  has  been  carried 
on  for  fome  time,  peace  mul^  be  made,  not  with  reference  to 
the  origin  of  war,  but  to  what  may  be  fairly  exaftcd?" 

Now,  Sir,  1  maintain  this  fliould  have  been  the  policy  o^ 
Ruflia  and  this  country  to  France.  When  the  Republic  had 
been  attacked  by  Auflria  and  Pfuflia,  and  had  gained  fome 
advantages  ;  though  (he  had  taken  Savoy  upoo  fuch  unjuft, 
frivolous,  and  Roui-bon-like  pretences:  1  fay,  after  file  had 
gained  fotiie  advantages,  (he  ough't  to  have  had  a  compenfa* 
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iiori  allowed  her,  and  it  (hould  have  been  ftimly  fahl  to  hcf^ 
beyond  that  we  will  not  go.  Of  the  tranfaStons  refpeding 
tTie  capture  of  Savoy,  fte  right  hon.  Gentieoian  has  better 
information  than  I  can  have ;  it  was  certainly  a  oioft  Bour-i 
bon-like  a£t. 

Our  great  hifforiarii  Hume,  who  is  a  philoTophical  wj:iter», 
and  in  many  refpe£ts  to  be  reti«d  on,  has  aci  affedton,  almoffc 
amounting  to  chaldilhneCs,  for  princes  ;  he  fptaks  of  Looi^ 
XrV.  in  terms  more  favourable  than  almoft  any  other  hifto** 
fian:  but  be  fays  of  that  monarch,  **  he  was  unfortunate  ill 
this,  that  though  he  managed  his  enterprizes  with  great  flcill^ 
and  conducted  bis  plan^  with  great  abilittes,  yet  he  was  un* 
fortunate  in  never  having  but  one  fair  pretence  for  war." 
.  In  Wr  fetzure  of  Savoy,  France  had  made  ufe  of  the  words 
tonvenances  morales  ^/^Aj^^rx,.  a  mod  Bourbon^ike  phrafe. 
Did  not  the  Minifter  from  Sav<^  proteft  againft  the  ad  ?  Yet 
was  there  any  fiir  here  about  it }  All  thefe  things  were  doner 
before  1^92 ;  but  there  was  then  a  moA  decided  neutrality  in 
this  country,  though  many  of  the  horrors  compbtned  of  had 
be^n  committed,  and  ihe  king  had  been  during  that  time  kept 
as  a  prifoner.     But  for  this  neutrality,  which  made  manf 

r^rts  of  Europe  confider  them  as  friendly  even  to  tlie  French^  ' 
give  Msnifters  no  praife.  They  (kould have  faid  to  France^ 
Yfe  do  not  believe  your  afl^tion  of  hatred  for  foreign  con- 
iqucft.  You  are  Frenchmen,  and  you  cannot  fofoonhave 
thrown  oiF  the  Bourbon  principles.  But  we  will  tell  you 
what  we  (hail  copfider  as  an  attack  upon  the  balance  and  fe« 
eurtty  of  Europe.  That  is  the  part  they  fltould  have  aficd; 
inftead  of  which  what  did  they  do  ?  They  hung  back  and  did 
nothing.  T)\ey  did  not  like  M.  Chauvelin's  explanationi 
yet  they  would  not  receive  any  other ;  and  when  tlie  queftioat 
of  peace  or  war  was  to  be  decided,  they  would  not  tell  upon 
what  conditions  they  would  make  peace,  nor  what  they  ctm^ 
fidered  to  be  the  aggrelSon. 

There  is  one  fubjefi  which  has  been  To  much  reUdd  upon,, 
that  I  hope  the  Houfe  will  atiovr  me  to  (ay  a  word  or  two- 
upon  it ;  I'  mean  the  fubjed  of  religion*  It  is  not  one  which 
I  have  particularly  ftudied  ;•  but  if  1  know  any  thhig  at  all  of  ' 
it,  it  is,  that  he  that  makes  the  New  Teftament  tlie  rule  of 
his  condn£l,  will  not  find,  in  any  part  of -it,  religioA  to  be  a 
juftifUble  caufe  of  war. 

Sir,  with  refped  to  other  countries,  it  has  been  faid  tlial 
France  has  behaved  in  a  manner  difguftih^  to  every  part  of 
Europe,    True  ^  but  to  fill  up  the  caitalogue,  many  ioilancts 

might 


4)ight  baire^beer\  prgduc^c^.  not  qprte  fp  culoaW^  in , their  im-^^ 
tqrQ.  'the.Kiog  of  Sardinia,  wh«n  the  firft  att^qk..w;is  mad<} 
ipon  hira,  was  he  not  ajSujiny  a  belligerent  power,  receivings 
^  fubfidy  ffon^  Great  Britain.?  JiKo  other  inftapccs' of  the  in- 
jioftice  of  France  I,  will  not  enter — I  allow,  them*  But  I^ 
have;  fomewhere.  read  irt  Sif  Walter  Raleigh's  Hiftory  of  tha 
Wo^ld>  that  there  was  o,nce  between  two  nations  a  dreadful 
battle,  from.wjiich  no  one  cfcapcd  alive;  for  both  fides  ufe4 
none,  but  ofFenQve  weapons, 

Now>jf  the  nations  of  Europe  chufe  thct  warof  recrimi- 
nations,; if  they  ufe  none  but  ofFenfive  weapons,  where  (hail 
be  found  the  flueld  of  prpte€lioa  and  defence  ?  Ruffia  feized 
I^oland.  Now*  if  it  is  matexial  to  know  the  character  of  a^ 
power  with  which  joy  arc  .merely  about  to  treat,  it  is  much 
more  ipa.terial  to  kjiqw.  the  chai'a^ler  of  an  ally  with  whonx 
you. are  about.to  enter  into  the  clofefl  connediqn.  Sir,  let 
Qie  alkwhat  iii  the  condufl  of  the  French  to  foreign  powcr^ 
has  exceeded  the  coodu(3E  of  Auilria^  kuflia,  and  PrulHa,  ta 
Poland?  But  thehon.  Gentlemen  fays  we  regretted ^e  part 
tition  of  that  qountry.  True»  you  did  regret  it ;  but. that  is^ 
all  you  did*  You  regretted  the  aS,  yet  you  united  with  the? 
a£tors ;.  but  with  thole  who  have  commiited  crimes,  not  more; 
enormous,  yon  cani;iQt,cofuent  to  be  upon  terms  even  of  com* 
mon  amity.  But  though  Poland  was  conquered,  the  manner 
of  d^iog.  it  .was  merciful  and  miki !  The  hero  was  as  inMch 
fuperior  to  Bonaparte  in  fortune  and  in  talents,  as  in  virtue 
and  hitmanttyi  Warfaw,  and  flic  iphabuants  of  the  fuburb 
of  Pxa^  I  This  magnanimous  hero,  fuppofed  even  to.  have  a 
bigotted.  attachment  to  religion ;  he  enters  the  fuburb  qi 
Prag^,  the  larger  part  of  Warfaw ;  he  gives  it  up  to  the  pU* 
tage  of  bis  Iqldlers  ;  no  rank,  no  age,  no  fexls  fpared;  met!, 
women,  and  children  fucking  at  .the  bread,  all  mercilef^Iy 
murdered,!!!  And  for.  what  ?  Becaiife  they  had  dared  tt?  join, 
in  a  wi(h  to  improve  that  conflituuon,  which  had  been  con<^ 
feffed  to  (land  fo  much  in  need  of  it.  But  I  do  not  mean  ta 
contend,,  that  becapfe  of  the  conduit  of  Ruflfia  towards  Por 
land*  we  ofight  never  to  make  peace  with  her.r  No,  Sir  ^ 
but  that  we_. ought  not  to  enter  into  an  allia^nce  with  her- 

The. right  hon>_  Cjentjc^n^n^nejct  fppke  of  Switzcilaiid;  of 
that  cnuntxy  to  which. e^^^ry  man  feels  a  kind  of  native  at^ 
tachment:  but  the  righ;  hon.  Gentleman  goes  further,  an.d 
views  her  as  a  country  refpetled  for  her  love  of  peace  If  et, 
wha^  I  wQiild  aik,  ptopofed^to  her  fird  to  abandon  that  pa-* 
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tide  principle?  A  noble  relation  of  mine,  Lord  Kobe^t 
Fitzgerald,  in  a  note  trafifmitted  to  the  Canton  of  Berne^ 
ftares,  that  neutrality,  under  the  prefent  circUmftances,  is 
highly  criminal.  But  was  thi&  itiode  of  condu^  adopted  only; 
to  Switzerland  ?  What  was  our  language  td  Tufcany  and 
Genoa?  An  honourable  Get) tlem^ft informs  t^s«that  ihenote 
to  the  Grand  Duke  is  all  a  fable,  a  mere  fabrication.  But  did 
fiot  Lord  Hervey  fay  that  neutfality  was  not  to  be  endured  ? 
He  went  into  the  clofet.  of  the  Grand  Oukft.  I  certainly 
Vr2S  not  there,  and  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  know  what  pafTed ; 
but  it  was  the  general  belief  at  Florence  at  the  time,  that  his 
Lordfhip  put  his  watch  upon  the  table,  and  pointed  at  the 
fpecific  time  during  which  the  Grand  Duke  was.(0  decide. 

It  is  true,  that  Lord  Hervey  was  recalled  ;  but  was  hisr 
million  recalled?  Was  the  Duke  fuiFered  to  makepeace?' 
He  did  afterwards  certainly  make  peace  with  France.  It  is 
alfo  certain  that  he  was  treated  at  a  fubfeatiefit  period  with 
much  indignity.  But  what  do  I  infer  from  thefe  things  ? 
Why,  Sir,  that  this  war  has  produced  from  the  great  dates 
to  the  fmall^  from  the  French  as  well  as  the  Englifli,  mor» 
infolence  of  language  and  of  treatment  than  ever  was  ex-« 
perienced  in  any  former  war.  If  thefe,  then,  are  the  rao^ 
lives  for  war,  it  will  never  ceafe  as  long  as  we  have  a  gun  or 
a  guinea  left. 

But  I  would  aflc  (irft,  is  the  account  of  our  treatment  of 
G.enoa  a  mere  fable  and  forgery  ?  If  it  is,  Minifters  are 
highly  culpable  in  not  having  publicly  declared  it  to  be  fo. 
Have  we  not  heard  that  Mr.  Drake  maintained  to  Genoa^ 
that  neutrality  was  intolerable?  But  the  French,  it  feems» 
have  behaved  ill  every  where.  They  feized  Venice  :  I  do  not 

Sretend  to  juftify  the  aft.  But  furely  it  is  not  quite  fair  to 
ate  only  one  (ide  of  the  qutftion.  The  French  aflerted 
thafr  Venice  committed  a  great  outrage  upon  their  foldiers. 
I  do  not  give  a  willing  ear  to  fuch  ftatements.  But  they  pof- 
fefled  ihemfelves  of  Venice,  and  gave  it  to  Auftria.  They 
flole  it,  and  the  Emperor  received  it.  But  that,  it  is  faid« 
is  not  the  fame  thing.  The  Ethperor  might  take  it  as  a  com- 
pcnfation.  And  ftich  is  the  argument  u fed  upon  a  fubjeft, 
which  has  often  been  the  objed  of  difcuflion  in  this  Houfe : 
1  mean  the  Slave  Trade.  Enquire  of  an  agent  for  that  trade, 
whtn  we  have  imputed  to  the  abominable  traffic  the  horror  of 
tearing  the  mother  from  her  children,  the  father  from  his 
family ;  what  is  his  reply  r^  <<  I  did  not  tear  them  away: 

They 
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They  were  brought  tome  in  the  way  of  trade :  I  bought 
them  ;  ihey  were  guilty  of  ^rimcs-rCrimesl  I  have  heai-d  of 
one  fort :  witchcraft.'* 

Such  is  the  precious  defence  of  Auftria:  I  gave  quid  pra 
fuo.  I  gay^  half  a  million  ^f  men  to  be  placed  undey  the 
Auftrian  yoke  in  another.  This  infernal  traffic,  whether  in 
white  or  in  black,  which,  I  do  contend  has  extended  to 
England,  Auftria,  and  above  all,  to  Ruflia,  has  appeared 
more  enormous  in  this  War  than  in  any  other. 

Sir,  we  talk  of  our  alliers,  I  do  not  know  who  they  are,  we 
'  are  allied  with  Ruflia.  How  have  the  French  attacked  her  ? 
The  magnanimous  Emperor  Paul  is  an  heretic  as  well  as  we 
'  are.  He  feizes  the  Coramandery  of  Malta,  he  makes  him- 
felf  the  head  of  a  Roman  Catholic  £ttabliihment.  He  fays 
openly,  that  he  fights  for  the  reftoration  of  Monarchy.  Ai? 
we  his  allies,  and  do  we  go  with  him  in  his  projcds?  How 
does  he  (hew  his  abhorrence  of  the  interference  of  France 
in  the  internal  concerns  of  other  nations  ?  He  fays  to  Den- 
mark, you  have  feditious  clubs.  No  Danifli  velTels  fhall 
enter  my  ports.  He  holds  a  menacing  language  to  Ham« 
burgh.  Oh!  but  Spain  is  much  worle!  The  RufHan  Mi-^ 
nifter  is  recalled  from  Madrid.  The  Emperor  declares  war, 
the  Spaniih  M*nifler  is  recalled  from  Peterfburgh,  and  in  the 
(lulTian  declaration  the  Emperor  fays  to  Spain  (though  the 
Ruffian  Minifter  had  been  recalled  before),  you  recalled  your 
Mini(l^r.  This  is  the  principle  of  fp^ial  order,  and  thefe  the 
virtues  which  we  regret  the  abfence  of. 

With  refpcft  tp  France,  jt  is  true  that  (he  has  committed 
many  ads  of  injuftice.  But  how  does  this  bear  upon  the 
queftion  in  its  prefent  (late  r  The  right  hbn*  Gentleman  fays^ 
it  is  true  we  have  entered  into  negotiation. 

Sir,  1  do  defire  the  attention  of  the  Hoiife  to  this  moft  fe- 
rious  warning.  He  cannot  now  enter  into  negotiation. 
Why?  firft,  becaufe  of  the  Revolution.  Why  then,  we  fay, 
that  in  1796,  with  a  Government  as  objeAionable  as  the  pre^ 
fent,  you  did  negotiate.  Baffled  in  that  negotiation,  another 
was  entered  into  ip  1797.  Will  gentlemen  attend  to  thefe 
fafls? 

Wc  have  Jieard  this  day,  for  the  firft  time,  an  honeft  ac* 
connt  of  thefe  negotiations.  Minifters  confefs  they  appre* 
bended  much  danger  from  fuccefs.  Sir,  I  do  not  mean  to 
miftake  their  meaning;  what  I  fay  is,  that  though  they  were 
fincerc  in  wifhing  fuccefs,  yet  that  they  feared  great  danger 
l^oulc)  rcfult  froo)  it,     ^ir^  that  in  the  (^ate  of  the  woHd, 

when 
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ipiQms  juft  recovered  from  war/ there  is  (litl  dtfng^r/tniiy  b« 
true,  fiut  in  the  prefect  cafe  they  fnuft  have  feme  coin<* 
parative  viewj  fomcthing  to<:onvincc  them  that  the  danger 
jpf  |kace  would  have  Wen  as  great  as  Ait  danger  of  wsir.' 

They  ftate,  chat  they  undertocdc  t^fe  negotiation^  frottt 
the  unequivocal  ki^k  of  a  great  papt  of  the  people.  Sir,  t 
ftfii  glad  lo  hear  that  f be  unequivocal  (enfe  of  the  people  i^ 
Cor  peace.  Not  ihat.I  ever  doubted  it :  but  if  I  had  AzteA 
in  this  place,  that  fnqh  was  the  fenfe  of  the  people,  I  flloiild 
have  been  told,  yon  have  a  petition  there,  we  have  another 
heve:  petitions  are  procured  in  Grange  ways,  and  in  fad. 
Sir,  there  is  uo  period  in  which  I  ftoutd  not  have  been  told* 
that  tho  peopk  did  hot  wifl:i  for  negotiations  at  that  time. 
Now,  however,  we  leariQ,  thac  the  uniStpivoCal  fenfe  of  the 
people  is  for  peace. 

The  firft  n^otiatton  went  oWy  as  my  honourable  Friend 
fays,  on  the  queftronof  Belgium  ;  as  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man afiercs  on  a  queftion  of  principle.  He  fay«f  wt  nego« 
Kated  to  pleafe  the  people,  and  we  broke  off  becaufe  of  the 
tnonftrous  pri«nciplcs  advanced  by  France.  But  did  they  tdl 
the  people  fairly  r  Did  they  fay,  that  the  enemy  urged  a  prin«> 
ciple  incompatible  with  all  negotiation  ?  No,  Sir,  they  coui^ 
eluded  by  faying,  that  whenever  that  RepnUtc,  covered  with 
an  its  enormities,  wiihcd  to  renew  a  negotiation,  they  wouM 
conient  to  renew  it.  And,  infafi,  in  1797,  a  fecond  nego- 
tiation v^s  entered  into,  which  was  broke  off  ^fter  the  Re* 
volution  at  Paris  in  Soptember. 

I  fhouid  have  expeaed,  when  the  infolt  at  Lifle  was  fre(h 
In  their  memories,  thai  they  would  have  talked  a  language 
more  warlike.  I  fhould  have  thought*  they  would  have  faid, 
the  negotiations  we  entered  into  in  1796  and  1797  prove 
that  no  negotiation  can  be  profecuted  wfth  fuccefs;  but  on 
the  contrary,  they  piiblifb  a  declaration  that  they  were  ready 
to  negotiate  again  whenever  fymptorns  of  an  equal  k'eadioefs 
appeared  on  the  part  of  the  cnemy^  and  though  they  had 
gained  a  great  vifiory,  they  ^dded)  that  they  were  willing  to 
conient  to  the  fame  terms  they  had  rffereil  Now  mark  rhc 
refult :  In  I797>  they  fay  that  experience  proves  the  French 
to  be  unreafonable  wi  their  demands,  but  ftill  they  are  willing' 
td-oflFcr  the  lame  terms  of  peace.  Now,  however,  having 
gain^  two  or  three  more  vi^lories,  they  do  not  offer  the  fame 
terms,  nor  any  others,  but  they  rcfufe  to  enter  into  any  t)cgo- 
tiaiion  at  all.  WHat,  Sir,  does  this  (hew?  Why  that  whet) 
ytjm  are  beat^  yo«4  will  negotiate^  but  ihat  yo^  will  not  ne^r 
^       •  |oti^i^ 
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jg^dtiate  when  yo«  are  fuccefsftil.  What  !s  this,  then,  but  *. 
iellum  ad  interntcionem  f 

I  remember,  SI f  J  that  in  the  courfcof  the  dedarations  and 
ixianifefloes^HibHBied  on  the  ftibjea  there  was  k  go6d  deal  olF 
cxpHcitriefs.  We  faid,  that  his  Majefty,  by  exprefling  his 
willtngnefs  to  conclude,  peace  on  the  fame  principles  and 
terms  hebad  before  propofed,  had  eftabliflied a  teil. '  That 
teft  declared,  that  they  who  returned  fnch  an  anfw^r  as  fhd 
one  which  had  been  returned  by  Lord  GrenviMe,  avoided  all 
difcufTion*  Having  made  this  declaTation,  tafk,  do  they  i^ot 
tonfcfs  that  by  refiifing  Brmaparte^s  overture^  they  refufe  all 
dircuffion  ? 

•  The' right  l>on.  Gentleman  fays,  his  wHhes  are  for  the  rc- 
iloratioh  of  the  Bourbon  family,  but  only  with  the  confent 
/>f  the  pedple.  Sir,  I  wlih  the  French  may  have  that  family. 
If  fhey  Willi  it  themfelves;  but,  if  1  am  to  wilh  that  they 
fhouk!  ciiufej  I  mnft,  as  an  Englifliihah,  as  a  friend  to  itiy 
cmtiiiTy,  and  to  peace,  never  wiih  that  a  Bourbon  liiay  be  at 
<he  head  of  the  affairs  of  France.  -   *' 

Sir,  for  the  lad  century  we  have  been  contintially  at  War^ 
ioo  account  of  th^  atnbition  aiid  perfidy  of  the  Boi»rbonSi 

*  An  hon.  Gientleman  (Mr.  Canning)  (eemed  to  be  Tcfy 
much  dclighied  witl^  an  addrefs  prefented  to  King  William 
by  the  Houfe  of  Cotnmohfi.  lo  that  addrefs  the  Houfe  6x- 
prefs  their  attachment  to  King  William,  and  he  thinks  it 
\^uite  aRonilhing  how  it  applies  to  the  pirefent  time.  I  fup- 
pofe,  Sir,  fume  previous  offers  of  negociation  had  been  madd 
i'y  l>ouis,for,  if  ther€  had  not,  it  is  not  in  pcint.  .  Becaule 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  declared  their  readinefs  to  fupport 
Wflliam  in  a  war,  when  no  dffer  had  been  made  to  nego- 
ciate,  the  hun.  Gentleman  finds  out  that  is  qtiite  applicable  to 
theprcicnt  period,  when  an  ofFer  has  been  made. 

The  hon.  Gentleman  has  alluded  to  woMs»  which  he  heard 
fomewhcte,  that  the  publication  of  certain  letters  wai  as 
great  a  difgracc  to. the  perfons  publifhing  them,  as  to  the  au- 
thors of  their  contents.  Sir,  it  ever  the  hon.  Gentleman^, 
when  younger,  had  turned  his  thoughts  \o  the  law,  he  would 
have  learned  to  find  cafes  more  in  point.  Forrhcr  govern- 
ments have  publithed  Icttcrj^.  It  is  not  the  publication  that 
is  objefled  to.  It  is  the  manner,  the  notes,  the  ribaldry, 
which  is  not  defended  from  indignation  by  its  extreme fltipi- 
dity.  I  beg  leave  to  fay,  with  the  perfon  alluded  to,  that 
war  Jncreafes  confumplion^  and,  of  Cotirfc,  fcarcity.     Btit 

Vui-.  f.  iSpQ.  Q^  eminently. 
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^mi^ently;  indeed,  tnuft  it  incteafe  it,  if  it  be  true  that  cori^ 
is  in  the  proportion  of  two  to  one  dearer  here  than  in  France, 
I  .The  Hon.  Gentleman,  it  would  appear,  has  not  enough  to 
^0  here,  yet  this  mode  of  anfwering  things,  faid  in  another 
place,  is  not  quit^  f^it"  to  the.  pcrfons  mentioning  the  fame 
Opinion  a6.  he  does,  pariiculariy  as  in  that  place  they  are  in 
BO  want  of  numbers.'  Perhaps,  however^  the  hon.  Gentle^ 
man  is  to  be  fent  to  that  place  himfclf.  He  may  be  fent 
there  with  as  much  propriety  as  many  of  thofe  that  have 
been,  and  I  am  fure  I  tnean  not  to  fpeak  againft  them  ;  hut 

•  the  hon.  Gentleman  will,  I  (hould  thiuk,  have  enough  to  do 
with  anfwering  arguments  in  this  place,  without  difparaging 
ope  of  the  bed  underilandings,  I  will  venture  to  fay^  in  tiie 
pour^try.    > 

Sir,  the  right  hph.  Gentleman  ha^  faid,  that  the  negocia-* 
\i6t\  of  1797  redeemed  the  pledge  of  1796;  but  what  is  to 

'  fcdeem  the  pledge  of  1797  r  What  (hifts  are  they  now  put 
50  ?  The  people  were  then  confefledly  for  peace.  Are  they 
Icfs  for  peace  now  ?  The  hon.  Gentleman  goes  farther, 
y  He  fays  qucftions  of  peace  .and  war  are  not  to  be  decided 
upon  extremes,  but  upon  a  balance  and  comparifon.  H9 
fays,  Ending  the  difficulty  of  going  on  in  the  ufual  mode,  he 
was  forced  to  have  recourfe  to  a  folid  fyfteip  of  finance,  bu^ 
that  ,that  fyftem  could  not  fuc  eed  without  thp  confent  of  the 
people  ;  he  had  no  hopehimfclf  of  fuccefs  from  negociation, 
|>ul  he  complied  with  the  wiflies  of  the  people.*'  He  entered 
Into  a  ncg(*ciation,  France  ufes  him  ill;  but  I  have  gained 
my  point,  he  fays,  and  have  (hewn  my  fincerity.  He  gets 
his  lolid  fyllem  of  finance,  firfl  his  treble  afTefTment,  then  his 
tax  on  income.  How  did  he  obtain  it  ?  By  pretending  to  be 
:^  friend  to  negociatioUt     Now  he  has  carried  his  point,  he  i$ 

.no  longer  a  friend  to  it.  I  only,  he  fays,  negociate  by  pre* 
tending  myfclf  a  friend  ;  but  now  you  have  aided  me  in  my 
folid  fyftem,  now  I  tell  you  honcftly  there  i?  no  fafety  in  ne^ 
^ociating.  Sir>  to  whom  that  would  be  hone(t,  I  know  not, 
it  would  not  ^>e  fo  \o  tl^c  people.  The  reign  of  Charles  II. 
has  been  referred  to.  He  declared  again ll  France.  He 
might  fay,  I  wanted  ^  folid  fyftein  of  finar^ce.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  fays  fo,  bur  that  there  are  no  means  of  get- 
ting it,  but  by  pretending  to  be  ^  friend  to  negociation,  a^^l 
by  being  fo  in  reality  for  a  time. 

And  here  let  me  flate  one  thing  to  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
who  (gysj  we  mufl  have  experience  and  evidence,  of  fa£)s. 
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If  I  am  to  haV6  this  experience  |  fay  we  muft  negoclarc 
again.  He  contends-,  that  the  negociation  at  Lifle  encrcafcd 
thefpirh  and  confidence  of  the  country.  To.which.I  reply, 
that  the  only  way,  thtn;  tocpntinne  people  in  that  fyftem  is, 
to  renew  the  negociation  ;  birt  the  reftoration  of  the  Bjur- 
bon  family  is  what  we  wifh,  but  it  is  not  xhcjlne  qua  non» 
Now  I  would  put  thiscafe-r-If,  in  the  private  concerns  of 
life,  I  had  In  ertate  to  fell,  and  I  faid,  give  me  ibool.  for  it ; 
there  may  be  other  ways  without  the  loooUbut  if  you  men- 
tion no  other,  and  if  you  refufeto  hear  any  other,  I  then  fay, 
that  the  loool.  is  x\\tjine  qua  mn.  You  fay  the  Bourbon  fa- 
mily is  not  the  only  way.  In  your  nonfenfical  language, 
which  I  have  nothing  to  do  with,  you  fet  a  limitation  topof- 
fibilities ;  but  ilill  you  fay  that  the  reftoration  of  the  Bour- 
bon family  is  what  you  wiih,  but  it  is  not  the  only  mode. 
Do  you  give  any  other  projtt  yourfelf?  Do  you  aflc  for  a 
cifntre  projet  ?  No,  for  fear  you  fhould  have  one,  you  fnggefr 
no  other  mode  but  the  reftoration. of  the  Bourbons.  Is'not 
this  faying,  that  we  will  fight  for  the  Bourbons  ?  But  that,  \£ 
felt,  would  be  too  unpalatable  in  this  country. 

The  honourable  Gentleman  then  fays,  I  will  not  fay  there 
may  not  be  cafes  in  which  we  will  not  treat  with  Bonaparte. 
But  there  are  fome  conditions.  We.  muft  have  experience 
and  evidence  of  fafts.  That  the  French  are  capable  of 
maintaining  the  relations  of  amity  will  not  be  denied.  But- 
the  experience  the  hon.  Genileinan  wants  is,  that  they  have 
renounced  the  wicked  afls  of  their  predeccflbrs. 

Sir,  thefc  are  not  conciliatory  words.  But  are  they  pracr 
ticable  r  Do  you  complain  of  their  condu6l  in  going  to  war, 
though  you  have  done  the  fame  yourfelf  ?  But  it  feems,  you 
Want. to  have  evidence  of  their  pacific  difpofition  in  time  of 
war;  that  is,  till  you  have  behaved  peaceably  during  a  perioc) 
of  war  we  will  not  rnake  peace  with  you.  We  muft  have  a 
better  opinion  of  you.  Is  war  likely  to  encreafe  good  opi- 
nion ?  In  duels,  indee<l,  it  happens  fometimes  that  both 
parties  confcfs  each  other  to  be  men  of  honour,  and  live  in 
friendfliip.  There  is  fomeihiqg,  by  the  bye,  ridiculous  even 
in  this :  but  when  this  is  applied  to  countries,  it  is  more  fo. 
You  are  to  beat  each  other  into  a  good  opinion. 

There  arc  four  v,^ays  by  which  we  rnay  yet  have  a  good 
opinion  of  Bonaparte  :  Firft,  by  a  more  conciliarirjg  mode  of 
conduft — Is  this  reafonable  to'expeft  ?  War  inflames  the 
pa(fionS)  exaggerates  faults,  ericreafes  animoftties,  inflames 
hatred.     Secondly,  if  ihe  people  of  France,  contrary  to  our 

Q^q  2  cxpcftations. 
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expB^Utiptvii  (faoold  acquiefce  in  his  government.  Whether 
that  goverament  is  an  uPurpation  I  have  no  inclination  to 
difculs ;  but  I  cetrainly  have  not  that  opinion  of  the  fenfe 
of  a  people  to  ftippofci  that  hecaufe  it  \i  an  ufurpation*  they 
vyill  therefore  not  acquiefce  in  it.  Cromwell  was  an  ufurper* 
Does  the  tight  hen,.  G.cntleman  not  think  that  there  are  many 
parages  in  his  life  in  which  he  was  infincere,  th^  ficlf-dcny- 
ing  ordinance  and  exempting  himfelf  from  it.  But  is  there 
any  man  of  fenfe  who  thinks  that  any  nation  would  have 
done  wifely  in  not  making,  peace  with  CromweH»  merely 
on  account  of  the  character  of  that  great  nJurper?  The 
people  did  ac<{tiiefce  in  the  government  of  Cromwell.  It 
may  be  faid  that  the  fplendour  of  his  charafier,  and  his  vic*^ 
tories  abroad^  raifed  the  natron  fo  high  as  to  induce  it  to  this 
acquiefcence.  Will  it  be  faid  that  Bonaparte  is  not  a  man 
of  great  abilities  ^  Will  it  be  faid  that  he  is  not  dning  that 
which  is  mod  flattering  to  France,  holding  too  high  a  tone 
to  foreign  powers  ?  Will  not  the  people  fee  that  that  peace 
nyhich  Bonapatte  might  agree  to  now,  he  would  not  agree  to 
hereafter?  Is  it  not  poflible  he  may  feel  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  and  (ay  in  1800 1  wanted  the  people  to  acquiefce 
in  a  folid  fydem  of  finance;  and  having  got  it,  I  find  the 
Minifter  of  England  perfidious,  smi  that  no  negociation  caa 
be  profecuted  with  fuccefs ;  wHt  he  not  have  then  one  inte- 
tereft  lefs  to  make  peace  F 

The  third  mode  is,  tf  ttie  efforts  of  the  allies  (Iiould  bo 
Tefs  fucctfsful  than  is  expected  in  flirring  up  France  againft 
Bonaparte.  Sir,  I  have  often  blamed  the  light  hon.  Gentle- 
man for  dHingenuoufnefs ;  but  this,  I  own,  is  an  honed  con- 
feflion.  He  faysy  to  Bonaparte,  **  you  may  be  depofed,  I 
mesui  to  raife  the  people  againft  you ;  if  I  fucceed  I  may 
fend  you  away,  but  if  I  do  not,  then  F  will  make  peace  with, 
you*'*  Bui  what  fort  of  peace  can  you  txpcA  from  hopes 
thus  baffled,  and  projcAs  thus  defeated?  What  permanent 
treaty  can  be  made  from  imbecility  and  difappointment  f 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  fiiid  once  on  another  occafbn : 

Puflit  qux  pluriraa  vfrtut 
ElTe  futi,  toto  certatuin  eft  coipoie  iTgpi. 

He  now,  in  Englifli,  repeats  the  fame  princfple,  and  fays^ 
*^  we  will  treat  when  %ve  find  all  our  efforts  of  jwar  vain,  ami 
all  our  defigns  of  hoftiliiics  impraAicabljs." 

Jf  Miniiicrs  had  taken  a  contrary  turn,  the  benches  of  ihisi 
Houfe^  SiTj  would  have  refounded  with  their  praifes.     Per-r 

Uap& 
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flaps  we  might  not  have  had  an  unanimous  vote  of  thanks^ 
for  there  are  many  good  men,  one  particularly  in  the  other 
Houfi;,  a  uoble  Friend  of  mine.  Lord  Fitzwilliiimy  who,  I 
am  confident,  vrould  not  have  concurred  in  fach  a  vote.  Bat 
what  is  the  Houfe  of  CommcHis  come  to,  if  they  (lill  fup,* 
port  the  Minifter,  and  yet  feel  in  their  confciences  that  had 
he  accepted  the  overture  of  Bonaparte,  they  would  have  been 
the  firft  to  thank  him  i  But  our  paflions,  it  Teems,  are  to  be 
raifed  by  the  fitnaiion  of  France.  If  Gentlemen  choofe  to 
inveigh  againft  the  charader  of  Bonaparte,  I  am  not  the  man 
to  undertake  his  defence.  Of  his  condud  I  do.not  judge; 
he  has  reformed  his  country  by  fuch  reforms  as  military 
men  generally  adopt,  that  is  by  taking  all  the  power  to  him-* 
felf.  To  fay  that  fuch  conduct  is  unexampled  is  more  thai* 
I  can  contend,  but  I  cannot  conceive  how  perfons  in  thra 
country  can  conceive  fuch  a  violent  indignation  on  the  fub- 
jtSt. 

We  do  not  deny  that  forae  degree  of  liberty  may  exift  whh 
military  power.  The  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  has  the 
power  of  putting  the  whole  country  under  martial  law,  yec 
fo  far  is  that  country  from  being  enllaved,  that  we  deem  it 
preeifely  in  the  moft  happy  fituation  for  conddering  freely 
and  fairly  whether  it  w^ill  confent  to  a  union  with  this 
country.  It  is  not,  therefore,  quite  fo  much  in  charader  tcf 
rnveigh  in  fuch  terms  againft  the  operation  of  militaryau* 
thority. 

But  It  feems  Bonaparte  broke  his  oaths.  I  am  one  per- 
haps, who  think  it  were  better,  that  all  oaths  of  fuch-  kind 
were  laid  afide ;  but  fuch  oaths  mud  always  be  confidered  aS' 
binding  on  certain  conditions.  The  ilhiftrious  patriots  who 
took  up  arms  againd  Charles  f .  may  have  been  called  rebels 
Of  traitors  ;  but  I  n^ver  heard  that  the  violation  of  their  oaths 
was  alleged  againft  them* — I  never  beard  that  the  whole 
country  was  perj tired  at  the  Redoration,  becaufe  they  had 
taken  the  oaths  to  the  Pkrliamcut. — At  the  Revolution  the 
£atl  of  Devonlhire  was  not  confidered  as  perjured,  becaufe  he 
had  taken  the  oaths  to  the  Stuart  family.  But  who  brings  up> 
this  queflion  of  oaths  ?  He  who  wifbes  to  redore  the  Boiir^* 
bon  family,  and  make  millions  of  people  violate  the  oaihs 
they  have  taken  to  the  Republic.  Bur  Bonaparte,  it  feems,. 
after  the  treaty  of  Campo  F^rmio,  maintained  the  cxidence 
of  rhe  republic  of  France  and  of  the  Britilh  government  to- 
be  mcompaiible.^  This  is  alfo  the  right  hon.  Gentleman V 
epiAlon  f  yet  e3M:ept  thefe  two  iUudrlous  charadrrs,  I  do*- 

not 
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BQt  know  any  other  man  in  Europe  who  entertains  it.  Ma/ 
not  ihefc  pretences  be  reciprocated  from  one  fide  to  another  ?' 
Oh!  pity- the  condition  of  man  1  Gracious  Goil !  that  we 
fhould  live  to  hear  all  the  old  prejudices  fo  far  outdone  as  to- 
conflder  war  to  be  the  natural  ftatc  of  man,  and  peace  to  be 
difficult  and  dangerous. 

Sir,  I  mod  earncftly  implore  the  Houfc  to  paufe  before  It 
gives  a  fanSion  to  the  profecution  of  a  war  upon  the  grocrndi 
now  oiFered*  If  it  were  infifted  by  the  Minifter  that  it 
would  be  wife  to  purfue  the  conted  until  what  he  calls  mili- 
tary defpotifm  (hould  be  overturned,  I  beg  the  Houfe  to  re- 
colle£t  the  military  defpotifm  of  Augudus  Csfar,  a  power 
which  originally  was  an  ufurpation,  but  lafted  feven  or  eight 
bundre<^  years !  I    cannot ,  when  talking,  of  Generals  and 

freat  men,  help  lamenting  the  virulent  abufc  which  the 
[oufe  has  frequently  poured  forth  on  the  bell  and  moft  wor- 
thy charaflers,  whofe  praifes  have  afterwards  been  readily 
acknowledged  by  the  very  fame  perfons  who  foerroncoufly 
and  wantonly  calumtiiated  them.  I  am  no  advocate  for  Bo- 
naparte ;  but  fuch  a  change  of  opinion  may,  perhaps,  in  fu-4 
ture»  operate  in  his  favour. 

To  illuftraie,  however,  this  obfervation,  I  believe  I  may 
tnftance  the  cafe  of  General  Wafhington,  one  of  the  greatett 
and  bed  men  of  the  age  in  Vt'hich  he  lived.  That  ilhjdrious 
perfonage  is  now  no  more  ;  he  lives,  however,  in  the  heart 
of  every  good  man,  and  my  humble  panegyric  can  add  no- 
thing to  his  immortal  fame.  General  Washington,  it  may 
be  well  remembered,  particularly  by  the  right  honourable 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas)  who  opened  the  debate,  was  at  one 
time  branded  With  every  harfh  and  infamous  epithet  for  his 
perfeverance  in  the  caufe  of  liberty  and  his  coimtry ;  and 
yet,  after  fucccfs  had  crowned  his  efforts,  he  was  hailed  as 
the  favionr  of  America,  and  the  pacificator  of  Mankind. 

The  right  hon.  Secretary  may  imagine,  that  American  li- 
berty is  not  .a  bleding — I  differ  from  him  very  widely.  Had 
a  negociation  been  then  propofed  to  Wafliington,  it  would 
have  immediately  been  aflced — '*  What !  treat  with  an 
American  rebel!'*  No.  But  fortune  completely  operated: 
a  different  opinion,  and  his  memory  is  uow  the  fubjed  of 
univerfal  praife. 

Louis  XVIII.  to  conciliate  the  French,  has  publiihed  a 
proclamation  that  he  is  about  to  be  redt^ed  to  the  throne  of 
his  ancedors  with  as  ample  powers  as  any  of  thofe  ancedors 
ever  poffelfed  ;  -be  does  not  promife  them  aconditution  of 

any 
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|iny  kind  which  might  tend  to  conciliate  their  fupport ;  he  in-r 
vites  their  aiTiftance,  with  an  aiTurance  of  indulging  theoEi 
with  the  moft  tuU  and  complete  enjoyment  of  the  ancient  re^ 
jgime,  with  its  happy  appendages  of  baftlles,  lettres  dc  ca- 
chet, gabelle,   &c." Witli   this   monarch's  return  into 

France,  the  French  were  alfo  to  look  f6r  the  nobility,  who 
would  dgubtlefs  feck  to  rc-eftablifti  themfelvcs  in  their  do- 
mains, and  to  refume  their  privileges,  fo  iniimately  con- 
neflcd  with  thofeof  the  monarch. 

It  is  not  now  for  mc  to  inquire  into  the  jndice  of  thofe 
Iplaims,  the  property  has  been  transferred  ;  the  praflicability 
pfrec6vering.it,  when  fo  diftribuied,  is  abfurd  to  think  of; 
befides,  it  could  not,  in  many  inftances,  be  reiiored  to  thean- 
i:lent  inheritors,  without  injufticc  to  the  prcfcnt  pofleflbrs, 
who  had  purchafcd.it  for  a  fair  confideration. 

Mtich  emphafis  had  been  laid  on  the  condiiS  and  zeal  of 
theChouans,  and  on  the  propriety  of  fupporting  them,  1 
believe  that  in  the  heart  o(  France,  where  thefe  people  zp^ 
pear,  there  exifts  a  confiderable  attachment  to  royalty — hovir 
fhe  government  of  jFrance  could  contrive  to  comproraife  with 
that  fpirit,  I  cannot  pretend  to  conjedture  ;  but  I  beg  leavQ 
10  call  to  the  memory  of  the  Houfe  the  once  formidable  in* 
furre<51ion  of  the  Pfugonois,  and  the  policy  of  Henry  iV.  by 
which  they  wer^  conciliated. —  If  Bonaparte  fliould  attempt 
fome  fimilar  arrangement  with  the  Chouans,  he  can  meet  no 
great  obdacle  to  fucgefs  in  their  attachment  to  their  pountry, 
for  what  has  our  government  told  them  ?  **  We  will  aflifl 
you  while  yoii  can  contrive  to  annoy  the  French  government, 
but  we  will  not  make  a  common  caufe  with  you.**  Such  is 
the  language  held  to  them,  and  what  reliance  can  fuch  pro- 
feflions  of  intercfted,  temporary,  and  precarious  affiftance  in- 
duce thejTl  to  place  on  us  r 

I^et  me  ftjjte  what  has  been  rcprefented  to  mc  as  a  fa6^,  and 
the  truth  of  which  I  hope  miniftry  will  invcftigate,  that  a 
flain  may  be  removed  from  our  national  charaSer — It  is 
flated,  that  a  party  of  Neapolitans,  who  had  joined  tlic 
French,  were  befieged  in  Cartel  Jc  Nuovo  by  a  detachment 
from  the  royal  army  of  Naples,  to  whom  they  refufcd  to  fur- 
render,  but  demanded  that  a  BritiVi  officer  (hould  be  brought 
forward,  pnd  to  him  they  capitulated  inftantly  ;  with  him 
they  did  n^ake  terms^  He  prorpifing  them  their  perft)nal  fafety 
and  property.  But,  dreadful  to  relate !  this  property  was 
fold,  the  prifoncrs  tnurdered,  ?^nd  the  cruel  and  diabolical 
l^i)onfters,  who  had  captured  tfiem,  are  the  very  tlcih  of  their 
piifcrablc  vidlimsl !  1 

>Vbca 
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When  are  thcfe  horrors  to-ceafc  ?  Why  not  make  peace 
now? — Are  the  bow<Is  and  property  of  Engliftmen  nothingf 
— Arc  we,  to  pleafe  the  members  of  the  prefent  adminiftra^ 
f ton,  to  wage  a  perpetual  wair  ?  I  am  forry  they  are  inftigatei 
by  hatred  and  animoHty,  by  rancour  and  revenge,  and,  in- 
deed, by  every  pafCon  that  leads  to  their  exiindion  of  civili- 
;Kation  jind  humanity.  But  they  are  not,  they  fay,  to  be 
checked  in  their  d^sfolating  progrcfs  till  the  Bourbons  arc  re- 
flored.  We  have  before  boafled  of  fuccersful  campaigns — 
We  were  repeatedly  t<dd  .of  the  capture  of  Valencienes^ 
Qiiefnoy,  Condc,  ice.  whidi  prepared  feme  gentleman  for  a 
rtarch  to  Paris,  but  ftill  more  fanguinc  hopes  of  fuccefs  ate 
now  conceived  than  at  this  period :  Where  then  was  the  ex- 
peSation  of  peace  ?  Since  fuccefs  leads  only  to  war,  that  war 
may  be  ad  infinitum.  Good  God !  what  a  lamentable  prof- 
pea  is  this  for  the  country — for  a  mere  fpeculation,  or  a  real 
experiment,  we  ^ire  to  perflft  in  fpilling  the  bjood,  in  ex-*-- 
iiaufling  our  treafure,  in  fwelling  the  black  catalogue  of  hu- 
man miferies. 

X^et  gentlemen  fuppofe  themfelves  in  the  heat  of  battle*  anj 
contemplate  the  horrid  donfequences  of  implacable  warfare* 
^ad  they  been  at  the  battle  of  Blenheim,  and  afked  the  foldier 
what  he  fought  for,  he  would  anfwer  it  was  to  reftrain  the 
fn^bitious  proje6|s  of  Louis  S([I  V. ;  but  if  in  any  of  the  deff- 
perate  contefls  which  may  enfue  from  the  deciflon  of  this 
night,  the  foldiers  would  anfwer  fuch  a  queflion,  that  they 
were  wading  through  blood  to  fee  if  the  people  of  France 
would  give  Bonaparte  a  better  charader  that  we  may  nego- 
ciate  with  him-*- Why  not  tell  Bonaparte  at  once,  in  a  bold 
and  manly  manner,  that  you  pannot  make  peace  without  in- 
cluding your  allies?  I  appeal  to  the  feelings  of  every  man 
who  bears  me  ;  I  oiofl  earneftly  implore  him  to  aid  me  in 
.  checking  the  calamities  of  war ;  I  hope  that  thofe  who 
'  would  have  voted  for  the  addrefs,  had  the  overtures  of  th^ 
enemy  been  accepted,  Viill  aid  me  in  oppofmg  that  of  thi$ 
evening,  which  pledges  the  Houfe  for  the  profecution  of  the 


war.'* 


The  Qiicftion  was  then  loudly  called  for ;  when  the  Hoiife 
divided — 

Ayes  -  -  -  265 

Noes  •        '    -  •  64 

Majority        -       aoi 

A  USt 
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A  Lift  of  the  Minority  agajnft  the  AddreTs  of  thanks  to 
,    his  Ma  J  EST  Y  for  lefufing  to  Negociate : 


Adair  R. 

AnfoHi  J. 

Aft  ley,  J. 

Aubrey,  Sir  J. 

Barclay,  G. 

Biddulph,  R. 

Birch,  J.  R. 

Bird,  W.  W. 

Bouv^rie,  hon.  £• 

Bouveric,  hon.  W.  H« 

Brogden  J* 

Burden,  Sir  F.   ^ 

Byng,  O. 

Cavendiibt  Lord  G. 

Colhoun,  W. 

Coombe,  H.  C.  Lord  Mayor 

Copley,  Sir  L. 

Courtenay,  J. 

Denifon,  W.  J. 

Edwards,  B. 

Erlkine,  hoo.T. 

Fletcher,  Sir  H. 

Fox,  hon.C.  J« 

Crten*,  J. 

Grey,  C. 

Hare,  J. 

Harrifon,  J. 

Heathcote,  }•  . 

Hill,  Sir  R.  . 

Hownrd,  H. 

Jeffreys,  N. 

Jtkyll.  J. 


JolIiiFe,  W. 
Knight,  R.  P^ 
Kemp,  J. 
Leiccfter,  Sir  J. 
Lemon,  Sir  W. 
Lemon,  Colonel 
Lloyd,  J.  M. 
Martin,  James 
Milncr,  Sir  W. 
Nichols,  Joba 
North,  D. 
Northey,  W, 
Plomer,  W. 
Puitney,  Sir  W* 
Richardfon,  J. 
RuflTell,  Lord  John 
RufTell,  Lord  William 
St.  John,  hon.  St.  A4 
Shakefpeare,  A. 
Shum,  G. 
Smith,  W. 
Stanley,  Lcvd 
Sturt,  C. 
Taylor,  M.  A. 
Tierney,  George 
Townfliend,  Lord  J 4 
Tufton>  hon.  H. 
Vyner,  R.' 
Walwyn,  Ji 
Winnington,  Sir  E« 
Weftern,  C.  C. 
Wigley,  E. 
TEiLERS. 

Sheridan,  R.  B.  Whitbr^ad,  Sarm 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TUESDAY,  FEB.    4. 

Sir  yohn  Frederic  brought  tjp  a  petition  from  the  debtors 
confined  in  the  King's  bench  prifon,  dating  their  diftrelFcsi 
and  praying  for  relief  .—Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Vox.  I.  1800.  R  r  A  petitiotl 
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A  petition  of  a  fimilar  nature  was  prcrented  by  Mr^ 
Tierney  ftotn  rfic  prifoners  confined  for  debt  in  tlie  county 
gaol  of  Surry,  [which  was  likcwife  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 

Mr  Ho/e  prefented  feveral  accounts  relating  to  finance. — 
Ordered  to  be  printed. . 

The  order  of  the  day  was  then  read  for  taking  into  far- 
ther, confiderat  ion  hie  Majefly's  mod  gracious  meflage. 

The  Speaker  having  read  that  piart  of  it  which  relates  to 
the  granting  of  fupplies, 

Mr.  Ro/e  moved,  that  fupplies  be  granted  to  his  Majefty,. 
and  that  the  Houfe  do,  the  next  day,  refolve  itfelf  Into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  the  fupplies  to  be 
granted. — Adjournfcd. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

WEDNESDAY,  FEB.  5.   > 

The  caufe  of  appeal  from  Scotland,  M'Cullock  and  AUcti^ 
which  (lood  for  this  day,  was  adjourned  to  Friday  fe'nnight. 

Lord  Holland  gscve  notice^  that  he  would  on  that  day  fe*n« 
night  bring  forward  a  motion  on  the  fubjedl  of  the  failure  of 
the  late  expedition  to  Holland^  and  moved  that  tht  Lords  be 
fummoned  for  that  day. 

Adjourned  to  IVtoncfay  next* 

^     HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

WEDNESDAY,    FEB.  5. 

Lord  Stopford  Informed  the  Houfe  that  his  Majefly  hacf 
been  waited  on  with  their  addrefs  of  Monday  lad,  and  that 
his  Majefty  had  been  pleafed  mod  gractoufly  to  receive  it. 

Mr.  Macdowal  ^ttttnxt^  a  petition  from  the  Provoft,  &c. 
of  Glafgow,  praying  foF  Parliamentary  aid  for  the  paving 
of  that  city. — Referred  to  a  Committee. 

Sir  JViUiam  Geary  moved  fdr  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
making  a  navigable  canal  to  the  river  Thames,  near.Gravef- 
end.— Granted. 

Mr.  Rofe  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  that  the  Houfe  da 
refolve  itfelf  into  a  Conunittee,  to  confider  of  a  fupply  to  be 
granted  to  his  Majefty.  <     • 

The  Houfe  having  accordingly  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Com- 
mittee, 

Mr.  Rofe  moved,  that  a  fopply  be  grantM  to  his  Majefty. 
*    Mr.  Nichois  £iid,  that  he  would  oppofe  the  granting  of 
any  fupply  fW  tiie  profeciition  of  the  prefenc'  war^  on  (he 
principles  now  avowed, 

.    .  The 
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The  queftion  was  then  put  and  carried.  After  which  the 
Houfe  was  refumedi  and  the  report  ordered  to  be  received  the 
fxwgx  dajr.-— Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TllVRSDAYy    FEB.   6. 

Lord  Sheffiild  moved  for  an  account  of  the  quantity  of 
wheaty  wheaten  flour^  oats,  barley,  and  rye,  imported  to  and 
exported  from  Great  Britain,  fince  the  year  1794  inclufivQ, 
diftinguifhing  the  places  whence  imported,  and  where  ex- 
ported, as  well  as»  the  quantity  in  each  year. — Ordered 

Mr.  Joddrel  prefented  a  petition  from  certain  inhabitants 
of  the  town  of  Yarmouth,  praying  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  improving^^  the  harbour  of  that  port. — Referred  to  a 
Committee. 

The' Lord  Mayor  of  London  prefented  petitions  from  the 
debtors  confined  in  the  Poultry  Compter  and  the  gaol  of 
X^udgate,  praying  for  relief. — Ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  leave 
yas  given  to  bring  in  bills  for  continuing  the  ad\s  of  37  and 
38  of  the  King,  enabling  his  MajeQy  to  accept  of  the  volun- 
tary fervices  of  the  Militia.     . 

Mr.  fFallace  prefented  feveral  public  accounts  from  the 
Admiralty. 

SUFFLY. 

Mr.  Bragge  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Conrimittee  of 
Supply,  which  was  read  a  firft  and  fecond  time,  and  agreed  to., 

The  Chancellor  of  th  Exchequer  then  moved,  that  the  Houfe 
Ihould  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  the  fuppiy  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jefty. — Ordered. 

Mr.  Wallace  gave  not  ice/ that  he  (hould  move  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  Supply  the  next  day,  a  vote  for  the  expcnces  of  the 
feamen,  &c.  in  the  remaining  months  of  the  prcfent  year. 

Mr.  Long  moved  fqr  feveral  public  accounts  preparatory  - 
to  the  fuppiy. 

The  annual  indemnity  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  the  next  day. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

FRIDAY,    FEB.    7. 

Lord  Hatt^t^tfry  moved  an  inftrudion  to  the  Committee 
on  the  aflize  of  bread,  that  they  (hould  take  every  poflible 
method  to  remedy  the  deficiency  which  may  have  taken  place 
in  confequence  of  the  faid  failure  of  the  late  crop  of  corn. 

Rra  Ahin 
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A  bill  for  continuing  the  militia  volunteer  aft  to  fervc  in 
Ireland,  was  read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  iecond 
time  on  Monday  next.  ^ 

A  bill  for  continuing  and  amending  an  aft  of  the  38th  of 
his  prcfent  Majefty,  for  puniQiing  ihofe  who  (hall  attempt 
.  to  feduce  his  Majcfly's  troops,  was  read  a  firft  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  fVaUace  faid,  that  in  confequence  of  circumftances 
which  had  happened,  it  was  found  that  the  public  fervice 
could  difpenfe  with  the  fervices  of  ten  thoufand  feamen.  He 
therefore  moved,  that  provilion  ihbuld  be  made  for  the^main- 
tenance  and  fupport  of  one  hundred  and  ten  thoufand  feamen 
for  eleven  months,  conltriencing  from  February,  1800,  in- 
.  eluding  22,600  marines. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Cbmmitte  of  Supply,  Mr. 
Brugge  in  the  chair.  ' 

SUPPLIES. 

Mr.  NicholSf  according  to  the  notice  he  had  given,  rofe  to 
oppofe  any  fupply  being  granted  to  his  Majefty,  for  carrying 
on  the  war  on  the  prefent  terms.  He  dated  that  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Miaifters  had  now  avowed  that  the  war  is  hencefor- 
ward to  be  carried  on  for  the  purpofe  of  re-cftabli(hing  the 
ancient  government  of  France,  [if  cry  from  the  Treajury 
Bench  of  No!  No!  NoQ  Mr.  Nichols,  however,  per  fifted 
In  confidering  it  in  this  light,  and  adverted  to  Mr.  Dundas's 
obfervatio;i  in  the  debate  of  Monday  laft,  that  this  country 
muft  carry  on  the  war  either  till  a  different'  government  to 
the  prefent  was  eftabliflicd,  or  till  France  fliould  be  fo  nriuch 
reduced  as  not  to  be  able  to  make  any  vigorous  efforts  againft 
this  country.  War,  he  faid,  ought  never  to  be  waged  with- 
out an  explicit  avowal  of  the  objcft,  and  that  objeft  ought  to 
be  of  the  highcft  importance.  To  reftore  the  ancient  govern- 
ment* he  thought  would  be  impoffible.  That  government  had 
always  roiled  on  Corinthian  columns  of  temporal  and  eccle- 
fidftical  noblefl'c.  The  nobleffc'  of  France  and  'nobility  iti 
England  were  looked  upon  as  fynonimous  terms,  being  both 
derived  from  the  Latin  word  nobilis -^  but  in  faft  they  were 
widely  different  in  each  country.  In  this,  talents  and  fupe- 
riot  merit  led  to  nobility  ;  under  the  old  government  of  France 
every  man  was  in  a  degraded  fitiiation  who  was, not  of  the 
jioblcflTe,  becaufe  he  had  no  chance  of  fucceeding  to  any  of  the 
high  ofSces  of  church  or  ftate.  It  had  been  t>bfcrved,  he 
faid,  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer'in  the  late  debate, 
that  if  property  would  preveht  a  counter-revolution,  it  would 
have  prevented  the  revolution  itfelf:   but  this  was  not  the 

cafe'i 
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cafe ;  the  proprietors^  under  the  ancient  govenimeaty  wem 
few,  and  had  no  idea  of  what  was  about  to  take  place :  now 
.  they  are  very  numerous,  apd  altogether  on  their  guard  againft 
any  change  of  government..  Under  the  old  government,  th« 
oppt'eflion  of  the  ftudal  rights  was  extreme,  and  would  not 
jbe  eaiily  forgotten.  Suppofe  tithes  to  be  aboliihed  in  this 
country  Hot  only  ten  year&,  is  it  to  be  fuppofed  it  would-be 
praSicable  to  introduce  them  again  ?  And  yet,  wh.it  are 
tithes  when  compared  to  feudal  opprefiion  ?  All  thofe.  there* 
ibre,  who  are  now  pofleflfed  of  (a^ds,  mufl  feel  themfelves 
deeply  interefted  in  refilling  the  re-eiubliOiment  of  the  old 
government.  Then  hon.  Gentleman  then  (aid,  he  believed 
Ruflia  was  fincere  in  her  declaration  of  re-eflablifhing  the 
ancient  government  of  France,  but  he  was  perfuaded  Audria 
had  no'other  view  than  that  of  aggrandifement.  Pruflia  was 
interefted  to  thwart  the  aggrandifement  of  Aullria,  and  t^ 
prevent  the  enfeebling  of  France.  Pruflia  was  now  relieved 
from  thofe  difficulties  under  which  (he  laboured  while  the 
Jacobin  government  of  France  exifted ;  if  (he  aHifted  Au(lria» 
.ihe  aggrandized  her  enemy  ;  if  (he  adifted  France,  (lie  afr 
fitted  a  government  which  avowed  hatred  to  royalty  ;  but  (he 
,  may  affift  the  prefent  Anti-Jacobin  government  of  France 
with  perfe£l  fafety.  He  then  adverted  to  the  high  price  of 
corn,  which  he  believed  to  be  much  encreafed  by  the  war; 
terminate  that  and  relief  is  immediately  at  hand.  The  dif-- 
ference  between  the  freight  and  infurance,  paid  in  time  of 
war,  on  corn  from  America,  is  22  per  cent.  ;  from  the  Bal-  . 
tic  15.  By  a  peace  we  (hould  alfo  open  the  corn  market  of 
France.  Parliament  profe(red  a  wi(h  to  relieve  the  people 
from  the  prefent  high  price  of  corn,  but  this  profedion  was 
a  mockery  if  they  refufed  to  adopt  the  only  certain  and  ade- 
quate means,  namely,  the  re-e(\abli(hiTient  of  peace.  He 
mentioned  the  application  for  relief  of  the  Weft  India  mer- 
chants, to  Parliament,  as  another  evil  confcquence  of  the 
waif  and  reprobated  the  aid  which  government  had  givca 
them.. 
•Mr.  Baker  fpoke  to  order. 

Mr.  Hobhoujezni  Mr.  Tierniy  contended  that  Mr.  Nichols 
was  corre6t. 

The  Chameikr  of  the  Exchequer  thought  it  would  be  better  ' 
to  let  the  hon.  Gentleman  proceed,  than  that  the  time  of  the 
Hopfe  (hould  be  taken  up  with  the  arguments  of  his  hon. 
friends  behind  him  in  defence  of  his  propriety. 

Mr«  Nichols  proceeded,  and  faid,  that  the  rifk  confjpquei\f 

upon 
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«poA  A^  propofed  union  with  Itdvfid,  was  much  encreafcd 
by  the  contiiMMfice  of  the  war.  He  then  momioned  being 
obliged  to  have 'rceourfe  tc^  paper  money.  He  did  not  tneait 
lo  oflFefld  any  one  by  the  woAl  paper  money,  but  there  was 
ceftainly  great  dan^r  in  extending  the  circulation  of  paper 
beyoM  the  quantum  of  fpecie  or  gold  which  the  country  can 
command.  He  begged  to  know  what  advantage  could  poflibly 
Accrue  to  this  country  by  re-edablifhing  the  ancient'govern* 
ment  of  France.  Louis  the  XlVth.  had  driven  out  of  it 
8oo>eoo  people  merely  for  a  difference  of  worfliip  in  rciigion* 
The  fmaller  princes  of  Gerniany  were  fo  alarmed  at  his  am^ 
Mtious  viewSy  that  they  united  againft  him.  He  lamented 
that  Belgium  fliould  belong  to  France^  but  he  believed  it 
would  be  impofllble  to  prevent  its  continuance  iti  thetr  poC- 
feffioni  whatever  might  be  the  government  of  France.  Mi- 
llifters,  he  faid,  had  accounted  for  their  negociation  in  1797^ 
tm  the  fcore  of  its  being  the  decided  wiih  of  the  people. 
The  fame  Teafon,  and  the  fame  wi(h,  on  the  part  of  the 
,  {>eoplei  he  contended,  ftil!  extded  in  its  full  force.  He  looked 
Up6n  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  have  been  deluded, 
or  he  never  would  haveconfented  to  plunge  this  country  into 
the  war.  In  his  opinion,  every  thing  vatnabte  to  this  country 
depended  on  a  fpeedy  reftoration  of  peace.  He  was  co«- 
Vinced  fume  of  his  Majeftjr's  Minifters  had  advifed  thid  war 
from  their  own  private  int^refts.  He  begged  leave  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  (late  of  this  country  at  the 
eommencemenf  of  his  Majefty's  reign  {jI  laugh  from  the 
TreafurjBenehJ.  The  firft  MinHler  of  his  Majefty  (Loit! 
Bote),  found  that  the  king  was  cramped  on  ail  fides  by  the 
eombination  of  great  familiesi  and  he  endeavoured  to  break 
ibis  combination.  He  very  much  difapptoved  his  renioval  of 
I^rd  Chatham  from  the  king's  councils,  but  he  admired  the 
attempt  to  break  that  combination,  though  it  proved  unfuc- 
cefsful.  A  king,  in  a  ftate  of  thraldom  to  great  families,  rs 
not  a  king  according  to  the  principles  of  our  conftitution. 
Formerly  Whig  antl  Tory  were  the  appellations  of  contend- 
ing parties  ;  the  Whigs  were  friendly  to  the  rights  and  pri- 
vileges of  the  people  ;  the  Toriesi  to  the  extenhon  of  prero- 
gative. In  later  times  the  nobility  and  great  families  htfd 
tifnrped  the  power  of  placing  perfohs  in  that  Houfe  ;  and 
finding,  from  ^^rlctis  petitions  and  other  circumftances,  thit 
fuch  ufurpation  was  ferioufly  noticed  by  the  people  at  large, 
they  involved  this  country  in  the  prefent  warj  wkh  a  view  to 
Calumniate  thofe  who  wanted  to  deprive  them  of  their  ufurped 
'  power. 
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pawer,  as  JacokifiSyllepisMican?,  and  men  defirous  of  pulling 
^wn  the  great  political  inftitiitions  of  the  country. 

Mr.  AMingtm  faid,  he  was  adonifhed  that  any  hon.  Gen^- 
deman  (hould  oppofe  the  fttpply,  efpecially  on  the  prefent 
/occafton.  An  hon.  Friend  of  his  (Mr.  Dundas),  not  now  in 
Ms  placei  had  "potntedly  ftated,  tiiat  if  a  peace  was  concluded 
this  moment,  there  could  be  no  confiderable  redudion  of  our 
fleers  orarnnies.  This  ftafefnent  had  not  been  contradided , 
by  any  one,  and  \\t  would  {pr  a  moment  fuppofe  the  hon. 
Gentleman  to  be  Prime  Minifter,  and  a(k  hini  whether  he 
would  take  upon  himfelf  the  tremendous.refponfibtlity  of 
tKltifing  his  Majefiy,  at  this  moment,  to  condudc  a  peace 
with  a  governnr^nt  from  which  yoti  had  nc  fecurity,  but  pro- 
feffions  of  a  pacific  difpofitioo?  He  never  gave  a  vote  ia 
which  he  prided  himfelf  more  than  that  which  made  him  one 
of  the  glorious  majority  of  Monday  laft.  Negociation  would 
)et  down  tte  national  (pirit,  and  damp  the  ardour  of  our 
idlies.  It  would  enable  the  Firft  Conful  to  crufli  tjiofe  in 
the  weftem  departments  who  are  the  greateft  enemies  of  his 
ufiH-pation.  Fortttefe  reafons  he  hoped  the.hon.  Gentle* 
man  would  withdraw  hts  oppofition. 

Mr.  Bryan  Edwards  faid,  ^at  he  did  not  rife  to  oppofe  the 
meafurc  then  before  the  comifiittee.  He  would  wi(h  the 
naval  (Irength  of  the  country  to  remain  undiminifhed.  I( 
was  the  fourcc  of  our  glory,  and  the  pledge  of  our  fecuriiy. 
Btit  he  begged  it  might  nt>t  be  inferred  from  that  wi(h,  that 
he  voted  for  carrying  on  the  war.  He  rhoiight  that  Minifiers 
we  highly  to  bVame  in  rejedling  the  overtures  of  the  enemy. 
We  were  now  to  fight  till  tbe  Houfc'of  Bourbon  was  re- 
ilored  to  tlie  jthrone  of  France.  Notwithitanding  all  thai 
liad  been  fatd,  no  other  interpretation  could  be  put  upon  the 
exprefitons  ufed  in  Lord  Grenvillc's  note.  Wc  were  told 
beddes,  that  peace  could  not  be  concluded  liilthe  caufes  for 
war  had  ceafed  to  operate  ?  What  was  the  caufe  of  the  war? 
He  would  a(k,  was  it  not  the  fubverfion  of  the  French  Mo- 
niMcby  ?  Till  that,  then,^  re-eftabli(hed,  we  muft  continue 
to  lavi(h  our  blood  and  our  treafure.  He  had  heard  much  of 
the  enormities  of  the  French  revolntioji ;  many  things  that 
had  happened  during  it  lie  difapproved  of  and  execrated  ;  yet 
fie  would  not  vote  for  a  war  to  which  there  was  no  profped: 
iof  an  end,  and  which  raifcd  up  one  half  of  a  nation  to  tight 
Agtmft  atracfier.  By  our  attempts  to  redore  the  Houfe  of 
BcNSfbon,  we  ftrovc  to  make  France  the  fcene  of  civil  war^ 
wbA  the  vidim  of  all  the  -horrors  which  atte&d  it.  The 
.    .  .Frencb 
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French  were,  perhaps,  not  (lacere  in  their  pafcific  profcffions 
at  Lifle,  but  now  they  certainly  were  fo,  and  Miniders  had 
an  opportunity  of  reftoring  peace  to  Eurbpe,  and  thus  per- 
forming an  adion  which  would  cover  ihenrTwith  glory* 
We  were  told  that  France  was  in  a  deplorable  fiuiation ;  her 
commerce  rujnedi  her  navy  de(^royed|  her  financed  deranged, 
preffed  on  all  her  frontiers  by  hoftile  armies,  and  torn  with 
fa£lion  within.  Were  thefc  circumftaiices  all  as  they  are 
ilated,  they  would  furniih  no  argument  for  carrying  on  the 
war.  France  ftill  was  unconquerable  ;  her  fpirit  never  couid 
be  broken.  Notwithftanding  the  brilliant  fuccefs  of  the 
lad  campaign,  no  impreflion  could  be  made  upon  the  terri- 
tory of  the  republic.  Bcfides,  the  tide  might  turn  :  we  had 
Jiad  our  rcverfes,  and  we  might  have  them  again.  After  la- 
vidiing  millions  of  money,  and  lofing  the  flower  of  our  array 
in  St.  Domingo,  we  had  been  obliged  to  leave  the  inhabitants  "^ 
to  be  butchered  by  their  flaves.     What  a  fcene  prefented  it-  ^ 

felf  on  looking  towards  Holland!  The  race  is  not  always  to 
the  fwift,  nor  the  battJe  to  the  ftrong.  Befides^  think  of  the 
danger  of  driving  a  great  nation  to  defperation.  The  for- 
mer defpair  of  the  French  nation  was  the  fource  or  all  their 
power  and  all  their  greatnefs,  and  were  they  again  reduced  ^ 

to  fimilar  circumdances,  their  energies  would  be  again  called 
forth,  and  they  would  become  again  formidable  to  the  na- 
tions which  furround  them.  He  did  not  intend  to  fpeak 
-when  he  came  into  the  H«ufe,  but  he  could  not  help  giving 
vent  to  his  feelings  on  the  prefent  occafion.  * 

Mr.  fVUberforce  obferved,  that  (the  extreme  importance  of 
the  fnbjefl  which  had  now,  for  the  fecond  time,  come  under 
difcufllon,  had  doiibtlefs  fecured^for  it  the  mod  ferions  con- 
fideration  of  every  Member  in  that  Houfe.  It  was  a  fubjeft 
on  which  he  felt  mod  deeply,  and)  not  having  been  able  to 
obtain  an  opportunity' of. delivering  his  fentiments  in  the 
precceding  debate,  he  woyld  now  beg  leave  briefly  and  fuin-. 
marily  to  datei  the  confiderjitions  which  chiefly  led  to  the 
Opinion  he  had  formed,  the  turning  point  on  which  his  judg^  * 

xnent'^reded. 

He  could,  with  truth,  declare,  that  when  he  (ird  heard  of 
Bonaparte's  propofal,  the  intelligence  gave  him  the  dncereft 
pleafure.  After  the  bloody  and  aflliding  conted  which  had 
ib  long  raged,  the  very  found  of  peace  was  gladdening  to  the 
heart ;  but,  upon  more  mature  reflexion,  upon  calm]y 
weighing,  as  it  was  his  duty  to  do,  all  the  circumdances  of 
the  cafe^  he  had  felt  himfelf  compelled  to  relinquifli  the 

pleafing 
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pleafing  cxpedatiens  he  had  indulged,  and  toconfefs  that  ad- 
miniftration  could  not  fafely  have  acceded  to  the  Confurs 
ofFer  to  negociate. 

tn  this  cafe,  hbweveri  as  well  as  in  every  other  of  a  fimU 
lar  nature^  the  judgment  which  people  would  form  concern- 
ing their  conduct,  in  any  given  circumltancesy  mull  depend^ 
in  a  great  degree,  on  their  previous  fentiments  and  ftateoiF 
mind.  They  who  had  uniformly  conceived,  that  Jacobinical 
principles  were  not  a  juft  objedl  of  terror  to  any  neighbour- 
ing (late  ;  that  France,  fince  (he  had  aded  on  them,  had  not 
been  any  reafonable  caufe  of  peculiar  apprehenfion  and 
alarm  ;  that  wheth^sr  we  (hould  be  forced  to  fubmit  to  her 
armsi  and  acqutefce  in  her  predominant  authority  ;  or  whe- 
ther habits  of  free  and  friendly  intercourfe  with  her  (hould  be 
renewed,  we  (hould  have  no  uncommon  ground  of.  dif« 
quietude.  Gentleman  of  this  way  of  thinking  need  not  be 
fo  cautious  in  their  condu^  on  receiving  a  propofal  fuch  as 
that  now  made  by  Bonaparte.  But  far  different,  Mr.  Wil- 
berforce  affirmed,  had  been  his  own  fentiments  and  feelings 
on  this  (ubje£l ;  and  it  would  be  recolle£led  accordingly, 
that,  in  a  former  inilance,  when  (whether  rightly  or  wrongly 
it  was  not  now  neceifary  to  difcufs)  he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to 
recommend  a  pacific  fyftem,  he  had  never  dated  that  peace 
would  bring  along  with  it  fecurity  and  comfort.'  He  had 
frankly  avowed,  and  the  conceflion  had  been  ufed  againft 
him,  that  though,  upon  the  whole,  he  then  thought  peape 
preferable  to  war  under  all  the  cirqumflances  of  the  cafe,  yet 
that  there  would  be  a  call  for  jealoufy  and  vigilance,  in  order 
to  guard  againft  the  greateft  evils  which  had  ever  threatened 
the  civil  order  and  foci al  comfort  of  Europe.  With  a  fixed 
lierfuafion  of  the  reality  and  magnitude  of  this  danger,  he 
had  come  to  the  confideration  of  the  prefent  queftion.  This, 
therefore,  being  premifed,  when  a  propofal  to  negociate  was 
made  to  us  on  the  part  of  a  nation  with  which  we  were  at 
war,  it  was  indifpenfable  to  afk  whether  the  perfon  from 
whom  the  offer  came  was  authorifed  to  make  it  ?  Whether 
it  was  likely  that  he  was  fmcere  ?  Whether  his  authority  had 
that  (lability  which  might  give  us  a  reafonable  fecurity  for 
the  conclufion  of  any  treaty,  for  the  obfervance  of  any  (lipu- 
Tations  which  might  be  made  ?  Now,  to  all  thefe  queftions, 
what  arifwers  were  to  be  returned  in  the  prefent  inftance } 
*  After  many  fucceffive  revolutions  Bofiaparte  fuddenly  ap- 
pearsKat  the  head  of  a  new  confiitutxonal  fyfiem,  and  fends 
ip  offer  us  peace.  We  (hould  furcly  know  that  he  really  pof- 
.  Vol..  L  i8o9.  S  s  felfes 
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feiies  the  authority  which  he  claims  ;  or»  at  lead,  we  (hould 
be  Aire  that  by  our  admiuing  his  pretenfioAs  to  the  charader 
of  governor  of  France,  we  are  not  merely  ftrengthening  him 
in  his  uaftable  lituation  without  a  fuflicient  ground  for  be- 
lieving that  his  propofal  is  intended  to  aafwer  any  other  pur- 
pofe.     For  again,  fuppofing  for  a  moment  Bonaparte  able 
to  carry  into  execution  any  terms  he  might  make,  would  he 
be  willing  to  make  peace  with  us  on  fecure  and  honourable 
terms.     It  had  been  well  argued  that  though  it  was  manr- 
feftly  his  intereft  to  negociate,  it  was  by  no  means  equally 
clear  that  it  was  his  intereft  to  make. peace,  at  lead  with  all 
the 'allies.     It  had  been  (hewn  to  be  his  fettled  policy^  by 
offering  to  treaty  to  divide  the  confederacy  formed  agaiall 
him ;  and  even  in  the  very  offer  he  had  now  made  and  te*- 
peatedf  a  feparate  treaty  only  was  propofed.    How  knew 
we  but  that  it  was  only  his  objcA  Jto  infufe  among  the  allies^ 
who  were  known  not  to  be  too  firmly  conneded,  a  principle 
of  difunion  and  diftruft.     Here  alfo,  came  into  qiteftion  all 
thoTe  particulars  which  had  been  ftated  concerning  Bona- 
parte's character.  Gentlemen  bad  moftunreafonably  blamed 
Minifters  for  dwelling  on  thele,  as  if  it  were  not  their  duty 
when  a  propofal  of  this  kind  was  made,  in  which  the  we)U 
being  of  the  country  was  fo  deeply  implicated,  to  advert  to 
fuch  particulars  in  the  charader  and  former  condud  of  the 
man  from  whom  it  came,  as  the/  might  be  able  to  obtain 
from  certain  information :  or,  as  if  Minifters  attending  to 
thefe  particulars  in  their  clofet,  they  were  not  to  be  honeft 
enough  to  ftate  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  with  franknefs 
aiid,  fidelity,  the  real  grounds  and  principles  of  their  determi- 
nation.    Bonaparte  had  appeared  verfatile  and  perfidious, 
ambitious  and  intriguing,  in  a  moft  uncommon  decree;  and 
were  wc  at  once,  therefore  to  receive  a  propofal  which  came  . 
from  him  as  if  tt  prpceeded  from  a  man  of  eftabliftied  truth, 
and  honour,  and  moderation :  or  from  one,  at  leaft,  who  had 
ihewn  that  he  reftcd  his  claim  to  credit  on  the  pofleflion  of 
thofe  qualities?  God  and  nature  had  provided  that  falfehood 
and  deceit  (hould  excite  diftruft  and  apprehenfion,  by  which 
we  (hould  be  inftindlively  prompted  to  provide  for  our  own 
fecurity,  and  (hould  we  at  once  difmits  this  provident  jea- 
loufy  when  our  national  fecurity  was  at  ftake,  againft  the 

{;reateft  danger  to  which  we  had  ever  been  expofed )  But 
eaving  this  part  of  the  argument,  the  grand  confideratioo 
Mr.  Wilberforce  faid,  which  weighed  with  him  was,  that 
Bonaparte  was  in  fuch  a  (jtuation,  the  fyftem  which  he  ad- 
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;  miniftered  was  fo  new  and  unfettled)  that  we  could  fiot  juftly 
judge  of  its  continuance,  or  calculate  concernti^  the  con- 
diidi  the  policy » the  views,  and  interefls  of -the  Conful  him- 
felf.  We  had  not  now  the  ordinary  grounds  of  reafoning 
and  calculation  poiTeflTed  in  former  inlUnces  of  a  fimliar  kind, 
and  this  led  him  to  mention  what  had  been  faid  concerning  the 

.  reQoration  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon.  It  was  not  th^t  there 
exifted  any  particular  attachment  to  that  family,  or  any  fenfe 
of  obligation. to  them^  but  we  meant  to  (hew  our  fenfe  pf 
the  enormity  of  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  jacobini- 

.ca(  principles  and  rulers,  by  ftating  that  they  were  fo  immea- 

'  furably  great  that  the  dangers,  even  from  France  under  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon,  were  trifling  in  the  comparifon.  But  it 
was  not  fo  much  the  magnitude  of  the  danger,  as  its  inde* 
finitenefs  which  he  was  now  conHdering :  we  commonly  had 
been  able  to  (:alculate  on  the  probable  int^refts  and  conduft 
pf  the  mod  ambitious  monarchs,  Suppofe  them  to  make 
peace  with  us,  we  might  believe  that  they  would  attack  us 
aigain  fo  foon  as  they  (hould  be.  able  to  do  it  to  advantage  ; 
btit  the  amount  of  their  force  and  revenues  were  limited. 
We  might  be  confident  that  they  could  only  endeavour,  dur- 
ing the  peace,  to  be  gradually  recruiting  their  (Irength  for  a 
frefl)  aitack,  when  we  alfo  might  be  able  again  to  meet  tbeno, 
with  forces  and  refotif ces,  whi(:h  in  the  interval  would  have 
been  recruited  in  a  ftill  greater  proportion :  but  in  the  pre- 
fent  cafe  we  knew  not  00  what  to  calculate.  Who  would 
^re  to  iay  what  were  the  foundations  of  Bonaparte's  power, 
whgt  thr  party  from  which  he  muft  derive  fupport,  what  the 
line  of  ooodud  he  mud  purfue  i  Who  would  prefume  to  af- 
firmt  as  it  had  been  ft^ewn  that  he  appeared  to  have  fcarce 
pny  natiiral  holdings  or  connedioir  with  any  confiderable 
party  in  Fr^nqe,.  but  that  before  the  treaty  (hould  be  con- 
cluded, or  ioHnediately  after  i(  had  be^n  made,  that  he  might 
not  court  the  Jacobins,  and  ading  upon  their  principles, 
might  again  biiag  into  a^ion  the  fame  revolutionary  means 
of  dfivaft^ion  and  conqueft,  by  which  fuch  gigantic  efforts 
had  be^n  already  made,  and  the  fafety  of  other  countries  fo 
much  endangered  i  As  he  had  before  remarked,  in  fpeaking 

'.of  Bonaparte^s  fmceiity,  it  w^is  to  fight  againll  the  nature  off 
things  to  argue  that  you  (bould  repofe  the  fame  coi^ence  in 
a  green  and  recent  ufurpation,  as  in  a  government  of  known 

4Mk1  cftablifhed  ftabilicy.  No  one»  he  declared,  felt  more  fen- 
fibly  thaa  he  did  |ht  evils  and  miferies  of  war }  but  it  was  npi 

S  s  a  on 
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on  US  that  thefe  were  to  be  charged,  but  on  him  who  had  put 
his  country  into  a  fituation  in  which  he .  could  not  give  the 
ordinary  grounds  on  which  we  might  judge  of  his  tntereftst 
and  calculate  upon  his  condud.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
whoy  after  many  remarks  which  well  deferved  obfervation, 
offered  at  an  hour  too  late  for  difcufTion  at  the  time,  had  now 
again  withdrawn  himfelf,  had  painted  an  affe£ting  fcene  of  a 
field  of  battle,  where,  \h  the  mtdft  of  carnage  and  defolation, 
any  one  afking  the  caufe  of  all  thofe  horrors,  ibould  be  told 
that  this  was  not  war— we  were  only  paufing,  3ut  might  be 
not  alfo  paint  ^  pi£lure  in  his  turn  ?  Suppofing  Bonaparte, 
by  his  propofal  of  negociation,  to  have  lulled  afleep  oiir  vi- 
gilance, to  have  tranfported  to  a  neighbouring  ifland  (a  part 
of  the  empire  but  too  vulnerable),  a  body  of  his  chofen  troops 
— fuppbfe  the  fcents  of  blood  and  flaughter  by  which  Irelaikl 
had  been  before  wafted,  to  be  renewed,  but  with  the  fatal  addi-^ 
tion  of  our  having  to  contend  with  the  internal  traitors,  aided 
and  (Irengthened  by  a  difciplined  and  experienced  army  ;  thqn 
let  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  enquirer  put  the  fatne  queftion* 
Would  he  not  exprefs  fome  adooiniment  at  being  told  that 
this  ^as  not  war — this  was  an  armiflice — this  y/zs  peace  ?  It 
was  againd  fuch.a  peace  as  this  Mr.  Wilberforce  dated,  that 
•  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  guard,  and  not  to  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  de- 
luded by  the  name,  if  there  was  not  a  fufficient  probability  of 
our  obtaining  the  thing  itfelf.  He  declared,  that  the  only 
obje£l  he  would  ever  have  in  view,  would  be  national  ^r«- 
r/'/y,  and  he  for  one,  (hould  be  eager  to  embrace  any  oppoi- 
tunity  of  negociating  confidently  with  that  fecurity  \  nor 
could  he  believe  that  this  was  not  the  fentiment  of  all  arouncf 
him.  Surely  it  would  be  unjuft  to  Adminidration  not  to  ac- 
knowledge, that  when  they  conceived  on  the  whole  that  peace 
afforded  the  mod  probable  ground  oT  fecurity,  they  had  (hewn 
themfelves  ready  to  treat  for  peace,  to  a  degree  of  forward- 
nefs,  whi^h  had  been  condenined  by  many  as  imworthy  qf 
their  character.  Qn  the  other  hand,  they  had  now  declared 
partly,  reafoning  on  the  principles  he  had  jud  now  dated, 
and  taking  into  view  the  whole  relative  date  of  this  country , 
of  the  allies,  and  of  the  enemy,  that  it  appeared- to  them  fafef 
not  to  liden  to  the  propofal  which  had  been  recently  made, 
and,  however  anxious  for  peace,  he  felt  himfelf  bound,^  on 
the  whole,  toacquiefce  for'the  pref^nt  in  their  opinion.  He 
ibould  feel  himfelf  bound,  however^  at  iall  times,  to  conftder 
this  great  fubje6l  with  an  impartial  mind^  and  he  trufted  Ad- 
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QiicHftration  would  gladly  liften  to  any  overtures  for  peaccf, 
or  rather  would  make  theni»  whenever  there  was,  in  fo  do- 
ingy  a  reafonablc  profped  of  national  fecurity  and  honour. 

Mr*  Hobhoufe  laid,  that  he  would  not  enter  into  the  ques- 
tion about  the  origin  of  the  war^  as  this  was  not  now  the 
queftion,  and  as  it  had  been  already  pretty^  clearly  proved  that 
we  were  the  aggreiTors.  To  one  argument  upon  that  fubje^ 
however,  he  would  beg  leave  to  anfwer.  Much  ftrefs  had 
been  laid  upon  the  letter  written  by  Lpuis  XYI.  to  bis  M^. 
jedy,  thanking  him  for  not  taking  a  part  with  thofe  princes 
who  had  leagued  againfl  France.  But  upon  examining date% 
it  would  appear  that  this  letter, was  of  no  importance  tQ  the 

J^ueilion*  It  was  dated  on  the  i ft  of  May ,  I792>  long  he- 
ore  the  declaration  of  war.  He  dwelt  much  upon  the  uh- 
con&ftency  of  Minifters  in  afligning  as  reafons  for  now  re^ 
fufing  to  treaty  the  inftability  of  the  French  government,  and 
fhe  bad  charader  of  thofe  who  are  at  the  head  of  It,  whea 
they  formerly  did  not  hefltate  to  negociate  with  a  governmei^ 

.j^few  weeks  old,  and  which  was  compofed  of  men  who  bad 
yoted  for  the  murder  of  their  fovereign.  It  was  likewife  in- 
confiftent  to  fay,  that  the  reftoration  of  the  Houfe  of  Bouir- 

.  bon  ^ould  be  an  effectual  method  of  putting  an  inftant  period 
to  the  war.  .Would  not  their  government  be  much  more  re- 
cenl  than  that  of  Bonaparte  ?  How  could  we  anfwer  for  iu 
permanency  ?  How  could  we  even  know  their  inclinations, 
;ind  what  th^ir  conduct  would  be,  with  no  experience  and  no 
evidence  from  fa^s  ?  Minifters  were  not  always  fo  fcnipulous: 
they  had  not  heGtated  to  form  an  alliance  with  a  potentate 
y^ho  bad  received  a  bribe  to  defert  the  caufe,  and  with  an- 
pther  who  bad  refufed  to  acknowkdge  the  receipt  of  monef 
whici)  had  been  Tent  him.  He  contended  that  eternal  war' 
had  now  been  declared  againft  France.  From  all  that  had 
been  faid,  it  was  evident  fh^t  Minifters  were  determined  to 
perfevere  in  the  cotiteft  ti^l  monarchy  is  reftored,  and  it  was 
evident  that  this  could  never  be  eiFeSed.     We  hadalreadjr 

.  ufed  every  c^o^t  to  no  purpofe,  and  our  chance  of  fucceeding 

.  was  formerly  as  fair  4s  it  now  could  poflibly  be.^  War  had 
a  tendency  to  confirm  cxifting  governments,  and  there  was 
a  greater  ^hance  of  the  Boii^bon^  b^ing  reftored  were  France 
at  peace  with  her  neighbours.  He  was  furprifed  at  the 
haughty  declarations,  of  Minifters,  confidering  how  often 
iheir  pride  had  been  already  bumbled.  They  had  refufed  to 
acknowledge  the  Republic,  and  had  been  at  laft  obliged  to 
ppknowled^e  it ;  they  protefted  that  they  would  never  con- 
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fent  to  the  Netherlands  remaining  in  the  power  of  Franctf, 
yet  they  found  it  neceflary  to  mdke  offer  to  France  of  retain- 
ing pofleflion  of  them.  They  would  yet  repent  their  raft 
declarationsi  and  in  the  hour  of  misfortune  will  .regret  that 
they  have  let  flip  fuch  a  favourable  opportunity  of  refcuing 
the  country  from  the  calamitous  war  into  which  they  had  uh- 
neceflarily  plun£[ed  it. 

hoiA  Hav^ejbury  (aid,  that  tHofe  who  were  of  opinion  that 
-peace  may  now  be  concluded,  mud  maintain  one  oF  three 
things,  either  th;|t  the  prefent  government  of  France  is  ftab]<u 
or  that  its  character  is  good>  or  that  neither  (lability  nor  in- 
tegrity in  the  oppoflte  party  is  necefTary  to  the  making  of  a 
-iecure  peace.  Seven  revolutions  had  taken  place  in  r ranee 
in  little  more  than  as  m^ny  years.  What  was  there  in  the 
prefent  government  to  lead  any  one  to  imagine  that  it  wouk( 
not  (hare  the  fate  of  thofc  which  had  preceded  it  ?  Its  cha* 
ra6lcr  was  as  bad  as  the  imagination  of  man  co\»Id  conceive, 
in  regular  eftablithcd  governments,  whofe  policy  has  been 
guided  for  years  by  certain  (ixed  principles,  the  mora)  cha« 
ra£ler  of  thofe  who  prefided  over  them  was  of  fmall  confe- 
quence.  But  in  recent  governments,  by  that  alone  coyld  we 
judge  of  their  probable  behaviour.  Would  it  be  faid,  thes, 
that  we  (hould  make  peace  at  all  events.  He  could  conceive 
circumftances  in  which  to  do  this  would  be  nece(rary ;  but  ha 
thanked  God  that  this  country  was  npt  now  in  thefe.  Our 
pTofperity  was  greater  t)ian  at  any  former  period.  CXir  agri- 
culture was  flouri(hing  ;  our  commerce  was  nearly  douUed 
withing  thefe  few  years ;  and  though  many  new  taxes  hs^ 
been  impofe<l,  the  old  ones  yielded  more  now  than  at  any  forr 
ner  period.  To  think  of  treating*  then,  with  fuch  a  gpr 
irerhment^  would  be  nothing  (hort  of  abfolute  madnefs.  The 
difference  betwixt  our  war  and  peace  e(labli(bments  is  greater 
than  betwixt  thofe  of  any  other  nation.  If  we  were  to  dit^ 
arm,  Prance  could  at  any  time  fend  ovct  ^  forc^  to  invade 
us,  which  we^vould  be  unable  to  re(i(l. 

When  we  entered  into  a  negocktion  on  a  former  occafion, 
there  had  appeared  a  fplrit  of  moderation  in  the  French 
councils.  Several  obnoxious  decrees  had  been  been  repealed, 
and  there  was  teftiiied  an  ardent  defire  for  peace.  Pe^ap^ 
it  was  then  proper  that  an  experiment  (hould  be  made,  bjit 
he  rejoiced  that  it  had  failed.  That  very  government,  not- 
withuanding  all  its  plaufible  profedions,  had  fince  beenguilfy 
of  the  greateft  enormities  in  its  condu^  to  the  Italian  repub- 
lics, in  its  unprovoked  attack  upon  Switzerland,  and  in  its 

inva(ion 
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iDvafion  of  Egypt-     Yet  thoijrgh  MiniRers  now  rejoiced  that 
they  hstd  not  Tucceeded,  he  was  certain  that  at  the  time  thej 
were  anxious  for  fiictefs*    Since  the^i  the  fituation  of  the 
country  had  greatly  improved.     Our  finances,  which  were 
then  rather  deranged,  are  now  flourilhing  beyond  examplec 
We  ought,  therefore,  to  fight  till  we  Obtain  coQiplete  fecu-* 
raty.     He  wifhed  for  the  reftoration  of  the  HeuTe  of  Boor- 
bon,4is  that  would  be  the  fureft  means  of.  conferring  it  upon  ' 
us«    He  did  not  fay  that  that  was  the  only  means,  but  he. 
eagerly  longed  for  the'rereftablifliment  of  that  family.    He 
was  bound  in  honour  and  in  juRice  to  do  fo.     It, would  be  a 
mod  fortunate  event  for  Great  Britain,  for  France,  and  for 
Europe. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  hvought  up  the  army  elli- 
stiSLtts  for  year  1800.    Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  gave  notice,  that  he  would 
on  Wednefday  next  move  for  a  vote  on  the  army  eRimates^ 
in  the  committee  of  fupply. 

The  annual  indemnity  bill  went  through  a  committee,  and 
was  oidered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Monday  next. 

The  committee  of  fupply  was  ordered  for  the  fame  day.-** 
Adjourned  till  Monday. 

HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 

MONDAY,  FEB.  IP. 

A  petition  in  an  appeal  caufe  was  prefented,  after  which 
the  Hovfe  adjourned  to  the  next  day. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

MONDAY,    F£B.    lO. 

Sir  Richard  Hill  brought  up  a  petition  fromthe  prifoners 
confined  in  Shrewibury  gaol,  praying  for  relief. — Ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Parker  C^hi  brought  up  a  petition  from  iht  prifoners 
of  Nottingham  gaol,  praying  for  relief.  Ordered  to  be  bid 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  S/^^j/t/ brought  up  the  ordnance  accounts. 

Mr.  Bragge  brought  up  a  report  from  the  committee  cif ' 
fupply. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  read  for  the  fecond  reading  of 
the  bill  for  empowering  bis  Majefty  to  receive  the  Yoluntary 

fervice^ 
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ftrvicesof  the  miruia.-^Read  a  fecond  time,  znA  ordered  to 
be  committed  the  next  day. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  G;ave  notice  that  Ke  fliouldy 
on  that  day  fortnight,  open  the  budget. 

The  Attorney  General  ^zvc  notice  that  he  (hoiild  on  Thnrf-' 
^y  next  move  for  the  further  continuance  of  (be  fufpenfioii 
of  the  habeas  corpus  a£l. 

Lord  Hatviejiury  brought  up  the  report  of  the  corn  com-* 
mittee,  which  x/vas  ordered  to  be  printed,  a»d  farther  con* 
iidered  on  Friday. 

DUTCH    EXrEUtTIONrf 

Mr.  Sheridan  rofe  and  fpoke  inr  fubftance  as  follows  s-^ 
Sir,  upon  the  extraordinary .  meeting  of  parliament  on  the. 
24th  of  September  laft,  an  opportunity  occurred  of  difcufling 
the  propriety  of  reducing  the  militia  force  of  the  country  by. 
the  introdudion  of  a 'bill  to  carry  that  meafure  farther  thVin 
had  been  done  by  the  ad  of  the  preceding  fefiion.  Tho 
avowed  purpofe  of  that  bill  was,  to  enable  minifters  to  pro-* 
fecute  the  expedition  againll  Holland.  Unfortunately  I 
then  differed  from  fome  of  thofe  Gentlemen  with  whooA 
I  always  feel  it  painful  to  difagree^pon  political  qiieftions.  I 
did  not  think  that,  in  the  peculiar  circumftances  in  which  we 
then  were  placed,  it  was  proper  to  oppofe  the  meafure.  I 
will  repeat  the  reafons  which  then  didtated  my  pondud.— 
1  then  difapproved,  as  much  as  I  had  ever  done,  that  bill  as  a 
dangerous  violation  of  our  great  conftitutional  defence,  the 
.  notilitia  fyftem.'  When  it  was  propofed,  however,  to  renew 
and  extend  the  ad,  there  were  inducements  to  a  reludant 
acquiefcence  in  its  renewal,  which  did  not  exid  upon  its  firft 
adoption.  The  law  had  paiTed,  and  minifters  had  availed 
themfelves  of  its  provifions  to  aflemble  that  army  which  was 
engaged  in  the  Dutch  expedition.  We  had  received  ac- 
counts of  the  -battle  of  the  19th  of  September  at  Bergen. 
Our  troops  were  in  a  critical  fituation,  and  feeing  no  other 
means  by  which  reinforcements  could  be  procured,  Lwas 
unwilling  that  any  thing  fliould  be  done  that  could  lead  our 
gallant  army  to  think  for  a  moment  that  they  were  abandoned 
by  a  Briti(h  parliament. 

On  that  occafion  likewife  I  aflfumed,  that  minifters  in  pro* 
fecuting  the  attempt  which  they  had  begun,  aded  on  the 
moft  authentic  information  of  the  favourable  difpofltions  of 
the  Diitch  people.  I  ftated  that  the  executive  government^ 
in  relying  upon  their  knowledge,  and  proceeding  upon  thecr 
iotelligencei  incurred  a  great  refponflbility.     Having  done  fi> 

then^ 
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lhe(i9  I  (hould  conceive  that  I  fhrunk  from  a  fort  of  pledge  I 
had  givent  did  I  not  now  endeavour  to  mak^  minifters  anfwer 
for  the  confidence  which  thly  obtained,  and  for  the  courfe 
which  they  purfued.  I  was  indeed  inc^lined  to  cntertiin  no 
very  fanguiiie  hopes  of  ultimate  •fuc'cdrs  in  the  enterprife, 
iftcr  the  experience  we  had  of  its  cortifnencement.-     My  iap- 

Srehenfions  were  removed  in  fomc  meafurp  when  I  htard  it 
^tc4  by  a  right  hon.  Gentleman  oppofite  to  me,  that  we  had 
.the  moft  unqueftionablc  ihformation  of  the  attachment  tX 
the  Dutch  to.the  caufe  we  fupported.  I  was  again  dainped 
In.thefe  agreeabje  exppftatlons  when  I  found  that  the  right 
hofl.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  flirinked  from  any  declaration 
that  niiolfter^  proceeded  on  fuch  fure  ground,  when  he  fat^* 
that  we  were  juftilied  in  the  profecution  pf  the  plan  by  a 
knowledge,  not  of  the  aflual  ftaie  and  difpofition  t)f  the 
D.utch  people,  bat  by  a  knowledge  of  hijmtiri  nature— » 
knowledge* now  recorded  in  charaQers  of  blood  and  W6e 
i»pon  the  poafts^  of  Holland.  When  I  heard  this  ailedg^^  as 
.fufHcient  foundation  for  our  experiment,  I  again  d^fpair^d  of 
>  favourable  refult*  '    '  "^ 

^  As  to  the  enquiry  which  I  (hall  have  the  .honour  tb  propolis, 
few  argurncnts,  I  (hoiiKi  think,  are  nfeceffary  to  prove, that  it 
^ ought  to  be  adopted.  When  the  news  arrived  of  the  total 
/ailurie  of  the  expedition,'  a  failure  To  difaflrouK,  fo dilgr^cefiA, 
fohumiiiHting,  to  thofe  hy  whom  it.  was  planned,  whi]e  ho 
blame  can  afiach  to  the  conduft  of  the  gallant  officers  and 
'men  whofc  cfForts  were  thus  rendered  unprofitable,  the  niii- 
Verfal  cry  was,  that  an  enquiry  (hould  be  in(litined  by  the 
Houfe  into  the  caiiTc's  by  whidh  fo  ignominfous'  an  event 
was  occafioned.  Whether  tlie  public  feeling  of  .indignation 
has  cooled  in  the  interval  that  has  elapfed,  I  will  not  take 
|ipon  n^e  to  fay-  The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  however,  did 
jcvcry  thing  in  his  power  to  prevent  any  motion » for  enquiry 
while  the  ^jfgrace  was  yet  Recent,  and  the  feeling  ot  the 
cpuniry  warm.  With  the  intelligence  in  his  poflTeflion  of 
what  amounted  to  nothing  lefs  than  the  overthrow  of  all  our 
hopes  of  ultimate  fucccfs,  parliament  was  adjourned,  every 
attempt  to  invciUgate  was  rendered  irtipo(fible,  and  there- 
fentment  :|nd  mortification  of  the  public  Were  If  ft  to  Gidc 
away  of  themfelves,  or  to  be  diverted  by.  fre(h  occiifrences, 

I  profcfs,  Sir,  ihu  in  bringing  this' fubjefl  before  the 
Jfoufe,  I  do  notconfider  it  as  a  party  quellion.  It  is  one  that 
cvi  admit  of  no  p?rty  feeling.  It  is  a  queftion,  that  in. the 
higheft  degree  inicrefts  every  feeling  for  the  ^lory  of  the 
country,  every  fentiment  of  humanity  for  the  lofs  our  troops 
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.jiavfi  fiiftained,  for  the  honour  which  ihey  haVe  to  fup()Ort', 
As  members  of  this  Houfe  we  are  called  upon  by  the  I'aCfed 
^uty  we  owe  to  our  conilii.uent^,  'to  invclliijaie  a  trahfaCtiori, 
which,  ox^  the  face  of  it,  prcfents  fo  much  argtimenf  for  en- 
quiry ;  and  which,  in  its  confequenccs,  has  been  attended 
with  fuch  a  wafte  of  blood,  and  cxpence  of  trcafure. 
.  .In  tjeaUng  of  fhis  qudlion,  then,  I  (hall  not' proceed  upon 
Xuch.private  information  as  every  gentleman  in  this  Houfe 
^ay  have  had  an  opportunity  to  obtain*     I  ihall  found  mv 
arguments  and  conclufions  upon  the  recordefl  accoii'nts  of  mi.- 
jiillers  themfelvcs  in  their  own  gaxpttes,  upon  the  irifornia'^ 
lion  furnllhed  by  them  in  their  proclamations  anif  treaties,    , 
I  (hall  not  canri4er  the  advantages  of  havuig  obtained'^ortef- 
iion  of  the  Dutch  fleet..     That  acquili.iion  I  view,  perhaps, 
^s  lefs  important  than  others  do,  and  1  Ihall  take  ^n  opportu- 
luiy  of  faying  a  few  words  refpecling   it.     Excepting  the 
;p)itch  fleet  ih£n,  what  have  we  obuiued  to  compcnfate  fdr 
'A\\t  lots  of  men,  fpr  the  profufion  of  money,  for  the  difcic^dit 
we  have  incurred  ?  I  (hould  be  extremely  glad  to  know  whit 
afgMiTJcms.will  bj:.  employed  to -diHuade  the  Houfe   frotii 
tJigr/lj^i^g^loap  enquiry.  '  I  hope  we  Ihall  not  to-night  hear  it 
;iu£ed.^ga}n(^  examining  ihecaufesof  an  expedition  fo  waltc- 
fuliu  its-attempt,  (b  ignominious  in  its  failure,'  that  it  inigt^t 
'jcv.c;jV\yhat  isiinpropcr  to  beltnown',  ihai'itwill  interrupt  the 
;.icrvicc,  or  prodifCe  thof«;  iuconveniea(;es.  which  it  has  been 
ufual  to  gbjedt  to  fuch  a  motion  of  enquiry.     Arguments  liko 
.tbcfo  I  have  heard  'Con))bated  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
during  the.  4*^^W.can  war,  apd  I  hope  he  will  not  rely  upon 
^themJipyV:. ' .  Indeed  they  have  not  in  this  cafe  the  plaufibility 
.  they  may  jiavc  had  ir]  others.     IBy.invcftigaiing  the  caufes  of 
the  failure  of  |h'e  expedition  to  Holland,  what  is  there  to  re- 
veal that  can  be  prejudicial  to  us  in   future?    What  Inter- 
.  rvptioti  can  it  give,  to  any  part   of  the  public  fervice  ?  1 
,  cannot  fuppofe,    furely,   that    it    will    be   contended   that 
.there  has  been   no   failure.      I    cannot'  conceive,  that  tKe 
corrupt   and  clandeftine  furrender  of  the  Dutch  fleet   will 
be  viewed   as  the   attainment  of  all   our  wi(hes,   and  the 
fuccefs  of  all  our  views*     Vet   I  .  fee,  that  in  the   fpeech 
of  the   Lord  Lieuteqant  of  Ireland,   in  opening  the  Par- 
,  liarnent  of  that  country,  fomething  like  this  is  advanced. 
The  Marquis  Cornwallis  tells  the    Irifli' parliament,"  that 
.  jhe  -expedition    to  Holland   has  been    attended   with   fuch 
mighty  advantages,  that  it  will  prevent  the  invafion  of  Ire- 
land, and  fo  forth,  and  merely  fpeaks  of  it  as  having  not 
^  ^uite  fpcc^eded.    He  fpeaks  as  if  the  main  objed  of  our  pb« 

licy. 
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Hpy,  ^d.pf  oyr  crf&7i;t;s,  was  not  tl)e  deliveranjce  of  the  DutcK 
frprn  the  yoke  pf.iFcaoce  ;  not  the  reftoraiion  of  the  Houfe, 

3f  Orange  to  tbei^  rights^,  uot  the  pfot^ion  of  religion,  the 
efencctof  focial  qr(ler».but  th^. capture  of  a  few  Dutch,  flilps 
ofyirarhad  been  the;.objc6l  of  Aich  expenfive.  prepiration  ancf 
cxJtifapridi  nary*  efforts  J  as  it  for  fuch  aa  acquiGtion  we  hadf 
fubfidized  the  fnercen^ry  magnanimity  of  the  RufTian  em- 
peror, for  this  called; into  adion  our  military  Ilrepgth^  and 
{trained  our  financial  rerourccs. 

What  other  advantage  than  this  then  I  repeat  have  we  ob«* 
tajjned  from  this  famed  fecret  expedition  r  Secrety,indeed)  it 
/was  called,  Jtill  thjc  name  became  abfolutely  ridiculous* 
Never,  indeed*  wa^  aA  undertaking  conducted  with  fuch  of* 
tentatipus  my ftcry-;- never  did  the  objeA  of  a  Iccret  expedi* 
tion  obtain  fuch  univesfal  notoriety.  The  only  thing  Iccret 
in  the  expedition  was  th^  favourable  difpofitipn  of  the  Dutchi 
people  to  our  caufe  ;  a  fecret  (o  well  |cept  to  be  fure^  that  to 
this  hour  it  never  has  been  difcovered.    . 

But  I  Tee  by  the  geRures  of  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen  op« 
pqf^te,  that  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  Dutch  fleet  is  not  the 
.9nly  thing  we; have  gained.  It  may  be  fo,  ,t,o  be  fare,  in  a 
certain  way.  It  was  an  expedition  of  difcovery  not  altoge- 
ther unfuccefsfnl  Tn  this  view.  We  have  made  three  notable 
difcoveries  !-*-wc  have,  in  the  firft  .place,  difcovered  that  there 
IS  no  reliance  to  be  placed  in  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer's knowledge  of  human  nature  ;  we  have  difcovered  that 
Holland  IS  a  country  inierfeded  by  dykes,  and  ditches,  an^ 
canals ;  and  we  have  difcovered  that  the  weather  thercj  too, 
is  not  fo.good  in  Oclober  as  it  is  in  June  !  The  inftruftion, 
which  we  have  thus  obtained,  is  doubtlefs  very  valuable: — it 
is  a  gpod  thing  to  leif rn  to  diflruft  the  knowledge  of  miniders 
ii^  hppian  nature  ;,thc  topography  and  climate  of  a  country 
V^ece  good  things  alfoi  to  be  acquainted,  with.  This  informal 
tfion,,  however,  may  be  purchafed  too  dear.  If  we  confider 
thctaUiP^ib^  of  lives  ,which  have  Ucfn  loft  ;  if  we  reflc^l  that 
the  tenth  of  every  man's  income  has  .been  fquandered — that  fo 
much  of  our  beft  blood  has  been  fhc^  in  vain,  and  all  by  the 
niKcondudt  of  minlfters,  we  (hall  have  little  reafon  to  bbaft: 
that; our  difcoveries  have  been  eadly  made^  and  our  acc^uifl** 
tions. cheaply  bought. 

1  have  already  alluded  to  the  capture  of  the  Dutch  fleets 
\  S3^\^  fpeakiout  fairly  what  I  think.  I  do  not  prize  this 
acquiiition  at  a  v^ry  high  rate.  When  we  are  told  that  it 
has  prevented  the  ii^vafipn  of  Ireland^  we  are  to  confider  on. 

*   T  t  a  what 


'  I. 
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-inrfiit  tctdis.  this  capture  was  made.  We  took  poitefTton  of 
^e  Dutch  ftiioi  m  the  name  of  the  Stadthdlcfer.  Are  they  to 
ht  mantietl  wrth  the  muUnous  cre\rs  vrhb'  furr^mlered  theoif' 
^nd  employed  in  the  name  of  the  Stadtitotcfer  ?  if  fo,  they  ar(^ 
po  ^Mxtian  to  our  navy.  But  it  is  (aid,  if  not  dn  additlbh  iisf 
ddr  maritime  flrength,  they  at  leafl;  are  ia  dedudibn  froni  th^f 
of  thd  enemy.  Yet  if  they  were  to  be  manned  by  thofe 
nflons  i«ho  gave  them  up  to  England,  they  could  never  haVtf 
b<;en  formi(iAble  to  gs  as  enemies.  This  boafled  acquifition'y' 
io  every  ytew,  appears  to  be  of  very  little  fmportance. 

\Vhcn:I  re0c6t^  however,  upon  the  mode  in  which  this  ac- 
qpifition  \vasgainpd,  I  think  it  not  only  of  little  valne,  I  con- 
Itder  it  as  of  the  moft  perilous  example ;  I  could  wifh  we  had 
won  It  in  fomp  other  way,  or  not  at  g^ll.  I  do  not  regret  that 
It  ^as  not  obtained  at  the  c^xpence  of  bloodfhed,  yet  I'trenible 
i6  fee  a  detiberatihg  navy  in  the  face  of  the  naval  force  of  Eng^* 
hthd ;  I  dtead  to  behold  the  example  of  feainen  decicfing  upon 
the  caufeqfthcjr  country,  infteadof  fighttngits  battles.  I  don't 
lik^  to  Fee  mutiny  recommended  to  our  failors  by  any  example 
ot^iny  approbation.  I  hope  there  is  nothing  in  the  temper  of  our 
Aavy  tocatchtheinfcilion.  I  liketofeethefpiritof  Blake  pre- 
vail, who  told  his  Tailors,  that  it  was  their  duty  to  fight  for  their 
cbut)try  in  whatever  hands  the  government  might  be.  This 
h  fotiod  reafon,  thefe  are  the  fafcfl  maxims.  It  h  not  HMrife 
'or  pplitic  to  encourage  any  other.  When  We  conftder^how 
the  fleet  was  furrendered,  I  doubted  much,  whether  the  con- 
duS  of  the  failors  afforded  any  proof  of  the  dif^ofition  of  the 
paeople.  We  kpow,  by  fatal  experience,  that  artifices  may 
be  nicc^fsfglly  employ^cd  to  delude  even  our  own  navy  into  a 
Condlrft  >vhich  the  nation  ubtverfally  diftipproves.^-What 
Were  the  means  employed  to  produce  that  temper  in  the 
EhiWh  rtavy  to  which  ^e  owe  the  capiure  of  the  fleet  ?  Wtref 
fhcy  fuch  as  can  be  avowed  and  juilified  ?  If  minifter^  en- 
coqhiged  and  promoted  a  fpirit  of  mutiny  am6ng  the  £)iitch 
finlcirs,  th^ey  ill  undcrftood  the  interefts  of  their  own  coumr}> 
Tliey  have  departed  from  a  great  principle  to  fervc  a  particu'^ 
T^r  pu'rpofe.  To  g^in  a-  partial  advantage  they  havie  intro) 
duced  a  mod  dangerous  precedent.  Suppofe  that  Admiral 
Story  had  refifted  the  fpirit  of  mutiny  and  difobedience :  fiip- 
pofe  he  had  done  what  De  Ru^ter  would  have  done  ih  \\h 
fituatipn,  and  endeavoured  to  maintain  his  authority  and  pe- 
rii!te4  i|i  the  at^emp^,  would  you  have  permitted  your  feameir 
to  welcome  the  Dutch  failors  befmearcd  with  the  blood  of 
their  admiral  and  officers  i  Would  you  have  fan€lioned  iiArh 

a  deed; 
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,  a  deed  ?  WmiW  yoii  ha Vt  applauded  the  doers  ?  Woifl^  yoW 
fevc- allowed  your' ftamcn  tbbcconic  their iallics  and  aflh- 
ctatesf?  '  i 

,  Yet  was  it  only  the' want" of  vigour  iri  thef  bfficers  that  pre- 
vented this  catkf^rbpe ;'  rhc  example  is  the  tdimt^  and  v^c  atl 
Irnow  how  dangerous  fuch  a  violartron  is  tq  the  principle  of 
dilcrpHne.  It  is  not  eafy  to*  gu^rd  againft  the  contagiotiJ 
When  fpeaking  of  the  charaftef  of  our  travy,  and  the  necef. 
Hey  of  preferving  it,  1  cannot  ^heTp  faying  a  word  or  two  o£ 
pra^ices  that  have  long  been  permitted  to  difgrace  hs  chia- 
raftefy  and  corrupt  its  fpirit.  Every  body  moft  have  h^ard 
of  the  fyftem  of  fending  United  Irilhmen  t)n  board  the  fleet. 
Culprits  and  vagabonds  of  every  defcription,  wort)i!efa 
wretches  of  every  kind  are  thought  good  enough  for  his  Ma*- 
jcfty's  fervice,  and  people  fpeak  of  putting  them  on  board 
fhipra^  the  fitted  place  in  the  world  tor  their  reception.  Id 
It  pofliWe  to  conceive  a  more  grofs  and  palpable  folly  a  more 
^fcameful  and  dangerous'  abufe?  For  God's  fake  diipofe  of 
fuch'  people  arty  where  but  in  your  navy.  Place  them  la 
your  public  offices.  Send  them  tt)  the  treafury,  the  excife, 
rhecuftoms.  Provide  for  them  in  the  war-office ;  feed  then 
Witn  cheefe-parings  and  candles-ends,  but  do  not  convert 
your  navy  into  a  receptacle  for  rogues  and  traitors.  Do  not 
difpofe  of  them  in  a  way  that  makes  them  more  dangerous 
than  they  could  be  atiy  where  elfe.     What  (hould  you  think, 

,  for  inftance,  if  your  fhips  were  to  b^  built  in  the  fame  way  they 
are  manned  ?  What  would  you  think  if  when  a  rgtten  beam 
became  turned  up  it  were  to  be  faid,  O !  this  will  dp  for 
his  .Majcfty's  ufe,  fend  it  to  the  dock-yard  ?  Yet  the  abfur- 
dity  v/Quld  be  no  greater  than  than  which  is  pra6lifed  every 
day  in  the  manner  I  have  ftated.  As  you  build  your  (hips  of 
the  founded  wood,  you  (hould  t^e  no  lefs  care  to  man  them 
witfi  the  founded  hearts. 

Entertaining  thefe  fenttments  refpeAing  the  importance 
of  preferving  the  fpirit  of  your  navy,  I  can  as  little  approve 
the  mode  in  which  the  Dutch  fleet  was  gained,  as  I  cdn  enter 
into  the  views  of  thofe  who  reprefent  the  acquifition  as  of  fa 
much  importance. — ^Take  ihto  confideration  the  whole  of  the 
cafe ;  weigh  what  you  have  lod  and  what  you  have  gained, 
and,  you  will  find  that  there  is  a  fearful  balance  againd  you. 
The  rcfult  of  the  late  expedition  has  thrown  difcredit  on  your 
Counf^ls ;  It  has  heaped  didionour  on  your  ojperations.  You 
cannot  agaifr  repeat  the  attempt  of  redoring  the  Houfe  of 
Orange ;  you  have  left  the  pretentions  of  that  family  more 

defperate 


4i6  Tik)QDf  ALL'S  .PARLIAMENTARY  EXPORTS.     [C«mmos;^  . 

defperate  than  ever.  The  confidence  of  th^ir  enemies  is  cot)<« 
firmed  ;  the  hopes  of  their  partizans  arc.  overthrown..  After 
this  review  I  confefs  I  cannot  conceive  how  any  man  can 
contend  that  the  refult  of  the  expedition  hasrn  any  degree  rc-> 
l^aid  our  facrifices,. or  realized  our  expcQation*.  ,    . 

As  to  the  oUe^  of  the  expedition  in  To  far  sr;  it  aimed  at 
the  refcUe  of  tioUand  {"rem  the  doeninion  of  France,  and  the 
redoration  of  the  Houfe  of  Orange,  t  moft  readily  agree' that 
in  as  far  as  it  could  have  been  attempted  with  any  hopes  of 
fuccefsf  and  with  any  regarcl  to  the  adinasi  circumflances  of 
this  country,  it.  yvas  as  legitimate  a  6ri;i(h  ob}e£l  as  can  be 
imagined..  X  admit  that  it  was,  in  principle',  as  iound  policy 
to  oppofethe  French  dominion  in  Holland  in  1799,  as  it  was 
to  prevent  its  triumph  m  1787.  In  proportion  however,  as 
the  objedl  was  wife  and  good,  mud  be  the  criminality  of  thofe 
to^whofe  mifcondudt  its  failure  is  to  be  attributed..  If^  by 
their  grofs  negligence,  their  ignorance,  and  their  prefutnptibny 
we  have  failed  in  an  undertaking  fo  dear  to  every  Britifb 
heart,  the  value  of  the  prize  for  which  we  contended  only 
augments  the  roortlficaiionof  our  dif^ppointment. 

That  the  Houfe  of  Orange  hasftrong  claims  upon  the  gra- 
titude, nay  vpon  the  juftice  of  Great  Britain,  I  am  fure  I  da 
not  deny.  They  have  well  deferved  that  hofpitablc  afylum 
which  they  enjoy  in  this  country.  They  have  ever  been 
faithfully  altacheo.to  its  caufe.  .  Their  expulflon  from  their 
hereditary  authority  in  Hollajnd,  indeed-,  is  in  a  great  meafurei^ 
to  be  afcrjhed  to  their  deference  to  Britiih  councils,  peihap& 
their  devot.ipn  to  the  views  of  Britifh  minillers.  The  reUoration 
of  that  family  to  their  fortunes  and  their  rank  was  in  itfcif 
an  hopourable  motive  for  our  interference.  I  c;innot.at  the 
fame  time  agree  in  the  opinion  that  we  had  any  pafticular 
claim  to  the  attachment  of  the  Dutch.  I  fee  it  aifiimed  in 
the  proclamations  addrefled  to  them,  that  they  mufl  be.  ours  ia 
their  hearts,  i  doubt  the  fzQ.  very  mgch,  and  I  am  at  a  lofs 
to  difcover,  upon  what,  minifters  could  have  formed  this  fup- 
pofition.  I  cannot  but  wonder  how  it  was  imagined  that  our 
attempt  was  agreeable  tp  the  general  will. of  the  people  in 
Holland.  When  the  profpcft  of  reftoring  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon  in  France  was  under  confideration  in  this  Houfe,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  afllired  us,  that  fuch  an  attempt  could 
not  be  fuccefsful  without  the  general  conlent  of  the  people  ; 
nay,  that  it  ought  not  to  fucceed.  Why  then  did  he  ;)ot  ap- 
ply tb#fame  reafoning  to  the  cafe  of  Holland  I  Why  do  mi- 
^iflgrs  in  the  not^,  in  anfwer  to  the  propofals  from  the  French. 

government^ 
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goverrti^cnt,  fay  that'  his  Majefty  docs  not  daim  to  prqfcrlbe 
a  government  forFrance,  if  they  do  not  admit  the  Weight  of 
the  tnaxim  ?  They-furely  do  notadtnit  the  priirciple  in  the 
•Cafe  of  France,  becaufe  flie  is  ftrong,  and  deny  it  Holland  be- 
traufe  flic  is  weak  ?  What  then  had  we  to  ex^eft  from  thfe 
concirrrence  of  the  Dutch?  What  influencc'ought  their  cha- 
rafteriand  difpofitions  to  have  had  upon  the  plan  and  conduct 
of  the  expedition  r 

It  muft  be  fatniliar  to 'every  gentleman  who  is  acquainted 
T^iih  the  relative  connexion  of  this  country  with  Holland, 
that  it  is  long  fmce  any  cordiality  prevailed  between  the  two 
'Countries.   The  French  faftion  had  been  encreafing,  andpnf- 
felTed^vefy  powerful  intereft  in  the  United  Provinces,     fri 
this'fitaation,  grounds  of  difpute  have  arifbn  at  no  very  re- 
mote period.     In  the  American  war,  the  Dutch  complained 
'bitterly  of  our  aggreflions.     In  anfwer  to  their  complaints, 
the  Dutch  were  r'epreferited  in  fpeeches  and  proclamations  as 
a.dull  and  ftupid  people-.     A  noble  lord,  then  in  the  adminif- 
•trationi  ufed  the  lextraofdinary  expreffibn,  that  the  Dutch 
miift*  be  **  ftnnffetf  into  their  fenfes."    By  fuch  treatment  the 
^rnfliJence  of  Friince  was  increafed  in  Holland.     Perhaps  too, 
it  is  but  fair  to  'acknowledge,  that  the  Dutch,  in  the  mere 

•  view  of  promoting  their  own  interefts,  might  conceive  the 
conncxSjpn'with  France  more  beneficial  to  thetn  than  that 
with  England.  This  led  to  the  attempts  which  tvere  made 
in  1787,  to  draw  more  clofe  the  conneftion  with  France* 
This,jfefigTi  was  prevented  by  the  interference  of  this  country 
and  by  the  efforts  of  a  Prullian  army.  But,  was  this  triumph 
ufed.'iA  fuch  a  way  a's  to  conciliate  the  Dutch  ?  At  the  break* 
ing  olit  ot  the  prefcnt  war  the  Dutch,  againft  their  own 
wiflies,  nay,  againft  the'renlonftrances  of  many  fincere  friends 

'  df  •tftc'  Houfe  of  Orange,'  were  compelled  to  abandon  their 
'neutrality  and  take  a  fhare  in  the  war.  They  wefe  engaged 
.  in  the  contort  by  our  influence,  but' we  were  not  able  to  pro- 
tect them  in  the  moment  of  difficulty!  From  being  our  al- 
*'llbs  they  btcaulc  our'cnemies.  But  previous  to  this  'change, 
"what  were  the  fymptons  of  cordiality'and  good  underftanding 
',  when  'we  were  endeavouring  to  defend  Holland?  Did  not 

*  our  troops  leave  thrft  country  complaining  of  the  people,  irri- 

*  tated  by  their  reproaches  ?  After  the  fuccefs  of  the  French 
'  iiivafion,  was  our  condu£l  calculated  to  increafe  the  number 
'  of  our  friends,  and  to  diminilh  the  number  of  our  enemies  ? 

Was  it  right,  after  the  Stadiholder  had  taken  refuge  in  this 

•  country,  10  confidcr  him  as  fovcreiga  of  Holland,  which  he 

never 
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never  was ;  to  require  his  confent  -to  the  reiznrc  of  £b  much 
P^tch  property.  Were  fuch  meafures  conciliatory?  Did 
they  :tcncl  to  promote  the  intcreft  pf  the  Siadt^holder  r  Upo^ 
the  negociatioa  for  peace  at  Lifle,  what  wa6  the  condu^  o|f 
jniniilcrs  i  The  negociation  was  broke  oif,  becaufe  the 
French  vefufeil  to  allow  us  to  retain,  as  indef;nijificauoa  fo;r 
their  aggrandizemei)ty  the  conqueds  we  had  made  at  ih&  exr- 
pence  at  the  Dutch,  who  had  been  involved  in  the  quarrel  by 
ourjobflinacy  and  violence.  What  were  the  Dutch  to  think 
4)f  this  proceeding?  SiTvirtin^ under  the  Iqiles  they  had  fuf- 
]taiped,  mud  they  not  havje  confidered  us  as  grofs  hypocrites 
when  lately  we  aiFe^^ed  fuch  a  T^eul  for  their  interefls  wbiphj^ 
ift  the  indaxiCGs  alluded  to,  we  bad  rendered  fo  much  jTMbrei^ 
yient  to  our  own  ?  If  formerly  they  faw  us  willing  to  convr' 
penfatc  the  conquers  of  France  by  retaining  all  their  colonial  . 
pollcinon^,  coul4  they  believe  us  more  difmierefted,  after  hay- 
*li>g  fubfidized  the  forces  of  Ruilia,  and  increafed  our  claitn^  to 
indemnification  by  fo  much  additional  expenditure  I 

Thefe  jare  cjrcumdances  which  could  not  fail  to  pcodS^ce  ja^ 
powerful  ipipre^fipn  upon  the  cool  and;  calculating  X>utch- 
man.     On  entering  upon  the  expedition  for  the  deliverance 
of  HoUaii4»  what  means  did  we  employ  to  efface  thepreiur 
dice  that  mpd  h^ve  exi:{led  againit    our  difintereftednefs. 
Jjqok  at  the  proclamations  which  were  ilfued  on  dyr  landii^ 
in.HoIIand,     Read  that  didributed  by  Sir  Ralph  Abenrcrom- 
bie  :  It  holds  out  to  the  Dutch  to  be  fure  4elightful  viftons  of 
.  future  happinefs  under  their  ancient  governpncnt ;  ^.pt  It  fay^ 
•not, a  word  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  of  Ceyiori,  Trincot 
,  malee.     Tbe;gall«^nt  odjcer  by  vvbom  it  was  iifued  I  acqi^it 
,  of  ai^y  ihare  iii  the  compolition*     He  is  not  anfvyerable  ior 
its, policy.     Bi^t  what  is  its  fpirit  r  We  addrefs  the  Putcb,,^ 
pepple'cold,  confiderate,  phleg^natic,  as  if  they  were  a  natior^ 
;;of  religious  fanatics  or  chivalrous   warriors.     Religion  .is 
.  ^r^gged  in  upon  all  occ^fions^  and  why  vs  it  (b  I  Ci^n^o^  up.^ 
.  :dej:dand.     The  French  did  not  interfere  with  the  reli^iou  pf 
^. the, Dutch.     They  do  not  fecm,  indeed,  to  have  preye^tec^ 
religious  worfhip  in  any  country  where  their  artns  haye  pre- 
vailed, but  lead  of  ,all  had  they  any  temptation  to  intf^fere 
wjth  tht  poverty  and  frmpliciry  of  the  religious  in(\ituti^>pjs^  pf 
the.Putch.     What  influence,  then,  could  fuch  to^^ics^  .pro- 
dtice  in  Holland  ?  Every  thing  that  could  have  no  eiFe£l  was 
urged — every  thing  that  could  engage  them  in  our  favourwas 
emitted.     We  tell  the  Dutch  to  •*  Forget  and  forgive  the 
pad."    But,  how  will  they  underftand  this  advice?— Will 
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they  not  confidcr  it  as  a  recommendation  to  forget  that  they 
ever  had  colonies,  and  to  forgive  us  for  taking  them  ?  Th# 
minifter  feems  to  have  underftood  very  little  of. Dutch  human 
nature  if  he  expeded  fuch  proclamations  to  have  any  fuccefs 
among  them.  If  inflead  of  all  the  fine  reflexions  upon  reli* 
gion,  focial  order,  and  their  former  government^  he  had  faid 
we  will  give  you  back  all  your  colonies,  the  argument  wrould 
have  been  imderftood,  and  the  efFeil  might  have  been  favour- 
able. Inftead  of  this,  what  did  wc  tdl  them  but  this— Be  a 
nation  without  trade  ;  take  back  yotir  old  government^;  be  a 
province  dependant  upon  £)ngland  through  th^  Stadtholder. 
Thefe  are  the  blefBngs  which  we  promife  you^  and  .which 
jou  mud  co-operate  with  us  to  obtain. 

Thefe  confideratiops  I  have  adduced  to  (how  that  minifters. 
had  not  truly  caKrulated  thb  temper  and  views  of  the  peoplo 
df  Holland;  that  they  had  no  reafon  to  flatter  themfelves 
with  the  fupport  of  that  country  ;  and  that  they  did  not  pur- 
fite  the  courfe  by  which  it  was  to  be  obtained.  It  was,  to  the 
lad  degree,  arrogant  and  prefumptuous  to  involve  this  nation 
in  the  expence  of  fuch  an  armament  as  was  employed  in  the 
late  expedition^  upon  vain,  fpeculations.  The  right  hon* 
Gentleman  fliould  not  have  put  his  theories  of  human  nature 
to  fuch  a  cofily  experiment.  He  ought  to  have  done  what 
every  wife  ftatefman  (hould'do — aft  only  in  matters  of  fuch 
high  moment  and  extenfive  concern,  upon  authentic  informa^ 
tion,  and  upon  practical  grounds. 

There  is  another  very  material  point  which  I  cannot  pafs 
linnoticed  ;  after  fubmitting  to  the  facrifice  of  fo  much  blood 
to  fuch  heavy  burdens,  it  is  not  too  much  to  fay  that  we  are 
entitled  to  plain  dealing  ;  but,  if  the  plan  propofed  had  beea 
attended  with  fuQccfs,  was  it  the  intention  of  minifters  to  efta- 
bVifli  the  old  government  of  Holland  r  I  confcfs  I  have  doubts 
on  this  fubjc6t.  It  may  be  recolleded  that  a  noble  and  vi^ 
gorous  ftatefman  in  another  place^  in  arguing  upon  the  Irifli 
Union,  reprefented  the  old  government  of  Holland,  as  feeble^ 
inefficient,  incompetent  to  its  own  defence,  and  to  any  ufeful 
exertion  from  the  jvant  of  unity  in  its  executive  authority. 
Was  it  then  for  the  re-eftablifhment  of  this  piece  of  imbe- 
cility, this  form  of  goveri^ment  incapable  of  felf-defence,  in- 
capable of  cohtributing  any  afliflance  to  its  allies,  that  the 
blood  and  treafure  was  to  be  applied  ?  Or  was  it  intended  td 
ftrengthen  the  government,  to  give  it  the  vigour  of  defpotifm 
for  the  purpofc  of  felf-defence  and  b fief ul  alliance?  If  this 
was  their  intention,  they  meant  a  ufurpation^  artid  I  truft  thtic. 

Vol.  I.  i8oo,  U  u  the 
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tbe  Stadtholder  would  have  been  an  unwilUhg.ufurper,  Ca* 
we  conceive  that  they  concealed  this  defign,  if  it  y^zs  really 
entertained )  if  they  did  not  communicate  the  inlention  to 
the  partisans  erf*  the  Houfe  of  Orange,  they  were  guilty  of  a 
Aameful  fraUd  in  inviting  them  to  contribute  to  the  reftora- 
tlon  of  the  ancient  government,  while  they  were  in  fad  ta 
riik  their  lives  and  fortunes  for  a  new  conflitution.  If  they 
did  communicate  their  deflgn  to  improve  the  former  govern* 
ment  by  an  infufion  of  additional  ftrength,  were  they  fure 
that  the  Dutch  would  agree  to  changes  which  violated  thofe 
principles  and  thofe  forms  to  which  they  were  obdinately  at- 
tached ?  After  the  differences,  then,  which  fubfifted  between 
this  country  aHd  Holland  during  the  American  war;  after 
the  experience  of  the  campaigns  on  the  continent  in  whPch 
we  were  engaged  along  with  them  againft  France ;  after  the 
known  views  of  domeftic  parties  in  Holland  ;  after  we  had 
ffrrced  Holland  into  the  war,  and  Aowed,  after  all,  a  defire  to 
indemnify  ourfelves  by  the  pofleffion  of  her  colonies  for  the 
continental  conquefts  ;  after  the  groimds  of  fufpicion  which 
rxided  againft  our  intentions,  both  with  regard  to  the  com- 
mercial relations  and  the  political  cfl:abli(hment&  of  Holland^ 
bad  we  any  reafons  to  infer  a  welcome  reception,  or  a  cordial 
co-operation  P  If  their  confent  made  a  neceifary  ingredient  in 
the  expedition,  had  we  fuoh  aflurance  of  their  favourable  dif- 
pofition,  as  to  jnftify  an  ehterprife,  fo  the  fuccefs  of  which  it 
was  eflential  ?  Miniflers  had  no  right  to  calculate  upon  the 
dtfpoOtions  of  the  Dutch.  They  are  guilty,  therefore,  of 
having  fquandcred  the  blood  and  refources  of'  this  country 
upon  a  plan,  undertaken  without  due  examination,  and  con- 
certed withotit  a  proper  attention  to  the  circumftances  on 
whieh  its  fuccefs  necelTarily  depended.'  , 

In  confidertng  the  fcheme  of  this  expedition  from  its  (irfl 
conception  to  the  period  of  its  execution,  we  find  in  it  fuch 
variation  and  uncertainty  as  preclude  the  fuppotitioH  that  it 
was  embraced  and  purfued  upon  any  uniform  views  of  policy. 
The  powers  of  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Orange,  given  ia 
his  proclamation  to  the  Dutch,  are  dated  in  Decetnber  I79S» 
from  which  a  prefumption  arifes  that  the  plan  of  the  expedi- 
tion was  in  agitation  at  the  time  of  the  firft  treaty,  with  Rufliai 
which  was  concludtd  about  that  period.  The  declaration  of 
the  Emperor  Paul  in  his  **  zeal  for  the  caufe  of 'Sovereigns," 
{and  from  the  inflance  of  Poland  we  may  efiimate  this  zeal) 
points  at  this  attempt  for  the  deHverance  of  Holland.  If  it 
W2I6  then  planned  and  agree<i  that  Ruflian  troops  (hould  be 
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employed^  what  was  the  policy  of  miniAers? — Though  they 
had  them  Tel  ves  admitted  that  the  fcheme  mud  be  a  coup  di 
maifijZxA  that  its  fuccef!^ depesd^d  upon  furprife,  the  landing 
in  Holland  was  not  efFeded  till  the  27th  Auguil  1 799  !  It  ^^ 
pears  that  ;expe£laiions  had'been  formed  of  inducing, Pruffia  V6 
enter  into  the  common  caufe  againd  France.  In  Jun'e 
1799,  however,  all  hopes  of  drawing  PrufTia  from  her  neu* 
trality  were  abandon^ed.  .  A  treaty  is  concluded,  in  which, 
befides  the  troops  to  be  eniploycd  in  other  objedls,  17,066 
Ruffians  are  to  be  employed  in  the  expedition  again'd  Holland. 
The  Emperor  Paul  too,  with  that  magnanimi:y  which  cha« 
rafterifes  all  his  tranfadions  with  this  country,  agrees  toenri-^ 

f)loy  fome  of  his  own  (hips  to  tranfport  the  forces  to  Eng- 
and,  upon  condition  of  bis  being  allowed  ample  indemniii* 
cation  for  fitting  out  the  vefTdis  in  queftion,  for  another  eXr 
pedition.  This  feems  to1>e  the  firft  fpecific  arraY^geitient  of 
the  plan,  and  the  management  of  Miniders  in  this  is  likewift 
fmgularly  confpicuons !  At  the  time  when  they  expeded  the 
co-operation  of  Pruflia,  no  very  precife  refolution  had  beeil 
taken  ref(:eding  the  Dutch  expedition.  The  exertiona  of 
the  king  of  Pruffia  were  folicited  to  promote  objedrs  which, 
as  the  event  (hewed,  could  be  attained  without  his  affidance  \ 
that  defign,  however,  to  which  he  muft  have  been  well  in- 
clined, and  for  the  fuccefs  of  which  his  Co-operation  wasef* 
fential,  was  but  faintly,  if  at  all,  brought  into  notice.  After 
his  determination  to  remain  neutral,  Miniders,  ^^  if  to  (he^ 
their  refentment  of  his  policy,  then  determined  to  profisout^ 
with  the  grcated  vigour  that  plan  to  which,  of  all  others,  \)\t 
concurrence  of  the  Pruffian  Cabinet,  and  the  co-Operation  of  ' 
the  Pmffian  fotces,  were  neccflary. 

The  landing  at  the  Helder  was  at  length  eflPeded.  I  itiuft 
do  ju(^ice  to  the  gallant  officers  employed  in  the  expieditibn. 
No  blame  whatever  attaches  to  the  condu£t  of  the  Royat 
Commander  in  Chief,  and  thofe  who  ferved  along  with  him. 
The  expedition  was  planned  upon  fuch  fangulne  calculations? 
of  co-uperaiion  from  the  inhabitants,  that  the  military  eflTortS' 
were  made  dependant  upon  the  political  vicws.of  its  autl\ors. 
The  army  was  fent  to  Holland  as  to  a  friendly  country.  Its' 
fupplies  of  every  kind  were  arranged  upon  this  prefumptioa. 
The  Duke  of  York  himfelf,  not  a  member  of  the  Cabinet, 
had  no  means  of  verifying  the  calculations  upon  which  the 
Oabinet  Miniders  had  refolved  upon  the  expedhiotl.  J  and 
aware  that  Parliament  does  not  know  fuch  a  body  as  the  Ca- 
^Vit\  Council.    I  do  not  cri:icife  the  fiQle^tian  which  his  Ma-». 

U  u  z  jcfty 
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■  jcfty  has  made  of  that  body,  which  may  be  confidercd  as  a 
•  jCommittee  of  that  which  the  conftiiution  rccognifes,  th« 
Privy  Council.     Siill  1  cannot  help  thinking  that  at  a  mo- 
xnent  fo  critical  as  the  prefentj  the  Commander  in  Chief 
.ought  to  have  been  a  Member  of  the  Cabinet.     The  Duke 
of  York  was  unacquainted  with  the  true  Hate  of  Holland. 
His  military  plans  and  military  condudi  mud  have  been  ac- 
commodated to  the  political  views  and  political  reprefenta- 
.  tions  of  Minifters.     In  faying  that  the  Puke  of  Yorlf  was  a 
^proper  perfoyi  to  advifc  his  Majefty  as  a  Member  of  the  Ga- 
binety  upon  every  thing  which  fuch  an  expedition  might  rc- 
xjuire,  I  repeat  only  what  the  public  voice  has  declared  of  his 
JS.oyal  Highnefs*s  honourable,  attentive,  and  meritorious  go- 
.vcrnment  of  the  army  fince  he  has  poiTefTed  the  chief  com- 
mand.    To  his  Royal  Highnefs  I  impute  no  blame.     He  i^ 
not  refponflblo  for  the  planning  of  live  cnierprife,  which, 
framed  as  it  was,  mufl  have  influenced  fo  much  upon  the  mi- 
litary execution.  ,  It  is  to  the  authors  of  the  fcheme  that  w^e 
are  to  charge  the  faults  of  the  defign,  and  the  difgrace  of  the 
catadropbe. 

The  army  then  went  to  Holland  as  to  a  friendly  country. 
A  fummons  wasient  by  General  Abercrombie  to  the  Bataviaq 
Comipander,  in  a  flile  of  haughty  menace,  which  clearly 
proved  that  it  was  not  the  production  of  this  gallant  and  re- 
fpedable  officer.  The  conduct  of  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie 
on  every  occafion,  his  manly  and  upright  proceedings  while 
in  Ireland,  prove  him  to  be  a  man  not  likely  to  be  the  author 
of  a  produAion  fijch  as  that  to  which  I  allude.  The  anfwer 
'  of  the  B^tavian  officer  was  fpiritcd.  What  a  contrail,  in- 
deed, between  the  prefuo^ptuous  tone  with  which  we  ad- 
cjreffed  the  pnepiy  at  the  beginning,  and  the  ignominious 
efcape  we  were  at  length  compelled  to  ftipulatc  for  at  the 
termination  of  the  campaign.  Minifters  fay  that  they  can- 
not make  peace  with  the  French  government ;  that  the  latter 
never  yet  obferved  any  armiftice  that  they  concluded.  In 
our  own  inftance  we  know  by  fatal  experience,  that  if  we 
cannot  n^ake  peace  with  France,  we  can  make  a  convention  ; 
Ve  know  from  the  teftimony  of  our  own  officer^,  that  the 
enemy  can  obferve  an  armiftice.  But  what  wa^  the  cafe 
lyhen  General  Abercrombie  landed  ?  Did  he  find  the  Bata- 
vian  troops  difpofqd,  like  the  failors,  to  furrender  without  a 
hJow?  Did  he  not  meet  with  the  moft  vigorous  refiftance, 
even  before  any  Frenchman  appeared  inaction,  and  our  very 
%r!i  fuccefs  was  purchafed  by  the  lofs  of  a  great  nunniber  of 
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our  brave  countrymen  ?  How  did  it  happen^  thit  after  the 
landing  was  effcded,  no  attempt  was  made  to  follow  up  the 
£rlt  advantage  ?  Was  General  Abercrombie  prevented  by  hiir 
orders,  or  by  the  want  of  necefiaries,  from  advancing  ?  It  is 
;x  matter  of  lefs  importance,  indeed,  but  it  tends  to  explain 
the  want  of  arrangement  in  the  plan  ;  that  the  army  was  foe 
fome  time  deditute  of  the  means  of  moving  forward.  There 
were  no  waggons,  not  even  for  the  wounded,  many  of  whond 
fufFered  the  utmod  diftrefs  ;  nay,  were  cxpofed  abfolulely  to 
pcriih  for  want  of  carriages  to  convey  them  to  medical  zP- 
fidance.  Is  it  of  no  importance  that  fo  little  judgment  and 
forefight  were  exerci fed  in  fitting  out  the  expedition,  that 
£riti(h  troops  were  thus,  without  neceflity,  obliged  to  fub* 
xnit  to  fuch  hardftiips  r  So  ignorantly  too  were  the  waggons 
conftru£led,  fo.ill  fuited  to  the  nature  of  the  roads  in  Holland^ 
ihat  a  march  might  have  been  traced,  like  a  route,  by  the 
fragments  of  broken  waggons.  No  perfonal  confideration 
ought  to  fliicld  from  enquiry  the  pcrfons  in  the  various  fitua- 
Aions  of|C©ntraftors,  Purveyors,  &c.  to  whom  thefc,  and  fimi- 

*  lar  inconveniences  were  owing. 

Between  the  firft  landing  at  the  Helder,  and  the  arrival  of 
the  reinforcements  under  the  Duke  of  York,  an  opportunity 
had  been  given  to  afcertain  the  determined  refolution  of  tl^ 
Batavian  army  to  relift  our  attempts.  French  troops  were 
pouring  into  Holland.     Was  it  not  known  likewife  that  the 

.  nature  of  the  country  afforded  means  of  defence  almoft  infu« 
perable  ?  Were  not  all  the  circumftances  which  pointed  out 
the  certali)  conclufion,  that  the  expedition  could  not  be  ulti- 
tnately  fuccef^ful,  known  previous  to  the  failing  of  the  Duke 
of  York  ?  If  there  was  not  a  fecret  nrvotive  for  perfevering  in 
the  expedition;  which  no  common  underdanding  can  fufpe£t^ 
why  did  not  Minilicrs  profit  by  their  experience  to  avoid  fur- 
ther difader  ?  If  they  did  not  know  all  thefe  circumQances 
they  mud  (land  convicted  of  a  negligence  no  lefs  criminal 
than  the  prefumption  of  perfifting  after  fo  many  warnings 
to  defid.  On  the  loth  ot  September,  the  French  and  Bata- 
Yians,  anxious  to  make  an  impredion  on  our  troops  before 
the  arrival  of  the  reinforcem^ents,  attacked  Sir  Ralph  Aber- 
crombie, but  were  rcpulfed  by  the  gallantry  of  our  troops, 
and  the  drength  of  their  pofaion.  On  the  13th,  the  Duke 
of  York  arrived,  and  on  the  t9th,  an  attack  was  made  upon 
the  enenny,  which  was  fuccef&iul  in  that  part  where  the  firt- 
tiffi  troops  were  engaged,  and  unfuccefsful  on  the  part  of  the 

'  {Li0ians.  Of  the  behaviour  of  the  latter  I  fball  fay  but  little. 
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Jf,  however,  the  accounts  of  their  condu6l  in  the  villages 
vhcre  Uiey  came  6c  true,  it  would  form  the  ground,  not 
merely  of  enquiry,  but  of  an  addrefs  to  his  Majcfiy,  no 
longer  to  expok  the  Briiidi  troops  to  the  difgrace  ■     . 

The  refult  of  this  aAion  was,,  that  the  Bf itiih  and  Ruffian 
forces  retreated  to  their  former  pofiiioa. 

Here  I  muft  beg  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  what  was 
pafliog  at  home  :  on  the  24th,  Pai^Iiament  was  to  meet :  Mi- 
Bifters  had  intelligence  of  this  difaflrous  engagement ;  they 
iKrere  apprifed  of  the  refiftance  of  the  Dutch  troops,  of  the 
Ibackwattinefs  of  the  inhabitants  to  afTid  our  caufe  :  yet,  with 
ftll  thefe  fads  in  their  polTeflion,  they  made  his  MajeOy  come 
down  to  Parliament,  and  exprefs  his  fanguine  hoj>es  of  the 
ukimate  Aiccpfs  of  the  expedition  !  If,  then,  Minifters  were 
aware  of  the  true  (late  of  our  affairs  in  Holland,  a  more  grofs 
contempt  of  tnith  or  more  flagrant  deception  of  Parliament 
was  never  practi fed  by  any  adminiftration. 

After  the  action  of  the  2d  October,  the  army  moved  for« 
ward.  This  was  reprefentcd  as  a  great  victory  ;  tiiere  is 
every  reafon  tobelieve,  however,  that  it  was  a  drawa  battle. 
Alktnaer  was  Sated  to  have  opened  its  gates^  as  Jf  this  bad 
been  the  act  of  the  inhabitants,  and  a  proof  of  their  friendly 
dirpofitton.  The  fact,  however,  w^,  that  a  lieutenant  and 
ibme  troops  having  accidentally  advanced  near  th^  place, 
found  that  it  was  without  means  of  defe;nce,  of  which  he 
immediately  gave  information,  and  the  town  was  occupied  by 
our  troops.  In  his  difpatches  ^fter  the  aption,  his  Royal 
Highnefs  dates,  that  it  had  given  him  the  command  of  an 
•xtent  [of  country,  and  that  the  inhabitants  would  have  an 
opportunity  to  declare  themfelves.  What  was  th^  confe-- 
quence?  The  army  attempted  to  advance  ;.  an  engagement 
ux>k  place  on  the  6th,  in  which  we  claimed  the  vi(ftory  :  but 
fo  little  advantageous  was  the  fnccefs,  that  on  the  7th,  in  the 
eveningi  the  retreat  was  ordered,  and  the  army  returned  to 
the  old  pofition  at  Shagen  Brug.  This  retreat  was  conducted 
fo  precipitately  that  400  women  and  children  were  left  be- 
hind: Thefe  the  tVcnch  treated  with  great  propriety  j  nay» 
thefe  cruel  and  perfidious  enemies  actually  clbathed  the  chil- 
dren and  fen t  them  back  with  the  women  to  the  Britifb  hcaci- 
quarters.  Thus,  at  length,  indead  of  the  deliverance  of  tho 
Dtitchj  the  hope»  of  which  we  had  fo  fanguinely  indulged,  the 
army  was  compelled  to  enter  into  a  capitulation  for  its  e(^ 
cape!  What  a  (ad  and  mortifying  termination  of  a  plan  in 
which  (o  much  exertion  bad  been  employed,  and  fo  much  oi 
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our  hopes  had  been  embarked  1  I  <biiot  cenfure  thole  hifi 
v/hooilt  was  concluded:  I  belteve,  4»n  the oontrary,  timt  it 
was  inevitable  in  the  fituatiofi  in  which  the  arfloy  was  placed* 
Yet  how  painful' a  reflection!  To  find  that  the  inducement 
held  out  to  the  enemy  to  agree  to  the  conyenxiooy  was  a^ 
threa.t  to  dcftroy  for  ever  the  means  of  trade,  of  coflbmercetr 
of  that  people  wbooi  we  had  gone  to  favc !  I  am  furc  that> 
had  circumftances  mad^  it  neceil'ary  to  proceed  to  (bcTiiel 
an  alternative,  it  would  have. been  employed  with  reludance. 
It  was  a  humiliating  thing,  after  fuch  proiid  expedtatkmst 
to  fail  in  mir  defign,  and  fail  too  amidft  fuch  an  accumula^ 
tion  of  difgracc.  Our  army  left  Holland  with  (jcntiments  of. 
indignation  again/l  the  Batavians,  by  whom  they  conceived 
thetnfelves  injured  and  deceived  ;  with  deteftatton-  of  their- 
allies,  to  whofc  mifcondudl  they  imputed  the  difaftrous  ter*. 
mination  of  the  campaign,  and  with  increafed  efteem  for  tho 
enemy  whom  they  had  been  taught  to  abhor. 

Such  i$  the  tranfaiElion  which  the  Houfp  is  called  opon  tor 
inveftigate.     Never  was  there  a  cafe  which  prima  facie  pro- 
fented  flronger  groimds  for  enquiry.     There  are  mon^ntt 
when  it  becomes  this  Houfe  to  exercife  a  pecaliar  jcaloufy 
'  of  it^  reputation*     An  opinion  has  gone  abroad,  thatihts- 
Hotife  has  repofed  too  blind  a  confidence  in  Minifters.    The- 
rewards  which  have  followed  this  confidence  have  throwit. 
more  than  a  fufpicion  on  the  purity  of  the  motive.    It  is  nc- 
ceflary,  on  an  occafion  like  this,  to  watch  their  conduA  with 
more  than  ordinary  attention.     The  public  intereft  which  it 
has  eKcitcd,  the  univerfal  regard  which  the  decifion  of  thv 
Houfe  will  attract,  mud  render  it  the  objeA  of  more  than 
common  fcverity  of  revifion.     The  fufpicion  that  the  Mi^- 
rtifter  has  nothing  to  fear  from  the  controultng  vigilance  of 
Parliament,  muft  cither  be  ftrongly  confirmed,  or  honour" 
ably  removed.     It  is  not  a  confequence  which  any  Member 
need  lear  from  the  refult  of  enquiry,  that  Minifters  will  b% 
obliged  to  quit  their  places.     It  would  be  no  advantaf^e, 
doubtlef5i  to  ifaew  that  the  adminiflration  of  this  country  ia 
in  the  hands  of  convicted  incapacity  ;  but  ftill  it*  would  be  a 
far  greater  evil  to  prove  that  Minifters  are  too  powerful  for 
icontroul  \  that  error  is  exempted  from  enquiry,  and  mifGon* 
duSt  fecure  from  cenfure.     The  prefent  cafe  Aould  afTocd  a 
falutary  caution  to  the  Houfe  how  they  give  their  confidenco 
to  Minifters  to  pUtfue  againft,  France  that  fyftem  of  exploded 
impolicy  which  has  produced  fuch  fatal  mifchief  and  inde* 
lible  difgrace*    We  are  at  war  for  the  reftoration  of  tho 
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Bourbotis,  and  for  nothing  elfe.  All  the  qualifications  witt^ 
which  this  propofition  is  limited  are  nfiere  quibbles.  This  i^ 
the  Jine  qua  non  to  immediate  peace*  It  was  flared  in  the 
anfvrerof  Lord  Grcnvillc,  that  there  was  2i  fojftb titty  nf  ncgo- 
ciating  with  the  prcfcftt  government  of  France,  but  it*  it  be 
true  that  what  is  poflible  is  qwd  pctcfi  ejft^  there  was  no  im- 
mediate alternktive.  Wc  were  fighting  for  the  refioration 
o£  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon.  The  qucftion  refolve?  irfcit  inttf 
three  |)roporitions ;  the  people  of  France  muft  inflitute  a  go-* 
Kernmeht  which  his  Majetty's  Minifters  fhall  approve,  and 
then  fubmit  to  prove  its  (tability.  In  the  mean  time  this  fta- 
bility  is  to  be  afcertained  by  employing  every  hoftile  means: 
to  work  its  overthrow,  Bonaparte  muft  fh^w  by  the  evidence* 
of  fafts,  that  he  is  fincere  in  his  dcfire  of  peace,-  while  it  is" 
the  policy  of  Minifters  tb  employ  every  effort  to  diftorb  hisf 
authority^  and  ev^ry  infult  \o  provoke  his  refcntment.*  The 
only  alternative,  which  Miniflers  were  vvilling  to  accept  a$ 
tiie  price  of  peace,  is  the  unconditional  refToration  of  fhtf 
Moufe  of  Bourbon.  But  if  no  enlarged  view  of  polic]^',-  ^^ 
dilate  of  conditutional  jealoufy  can  move  a  Britifh  Houfe 
of  Commons  to  inrtitute  the  propofed  enquiry^  they  owe  i^ 
to  the  reputation  of  the  army,  whofe  colidu6l  has  never  beert 
cenfitred  in  this  country,  but  whofe  honour  has  been  cruelly 
attacked  abroad,  to  invefligate  the  tranfadion  to  the  bottom^ 
and  lay  the  blame  where  it  ought  to  fall.  Read  the  report 
which  has  been  publiihcd  in  the  Peterfburgh  Gazette  of  the 
different  aftrons  in  Holland,  and  fay  whether  you  are  not 
called  upon  to  vindicate  the  character  of  the  Britifh  army  i 
Do  yon  feel  fo  little  for  the  military  fame  of  your  country  as 
to  fuffcr  them  to  fland  in  the  face  of  Europe  branded  with 
fuch  a  fligma  ?  Do  you  efteem  fo  little  the  reputation  of  the 
gallant  officers  employed  in  Holland,  the  Duke  of  York,  Sir 
Ralph  Abercrombie,  Sir  James  Pnheney,  General  Dundas^ 
that  excellent  officer,  General  Moore,  and  thofe  who  ferved 
ifith  him,  as  to  allow  the  afperfions  caft  upon  their  renown 
in  the  libellous  letter  of  General  d'EfTen  to  remain  uncon^a- 
di£led  \  You  owe  it  to  the  character  of  the  Britifh  nation,  to 
the  fpirit  of  your  troops  ;  you  owe  it  to  the  honour  of  the 
living,  to  the  mejnory  of  the  dead,  to  go  into  an  enquiry, 
which  will  diAinguifh  thofe  who  have  been  guilty  of  mif- 
condud,  and  incurred  difgracc.  I  move  that  the  Houfe  re-» 
folve  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  to  enqtiirs 
into  the  eaufes  of  the  fslilure  of  the  late  expedition  to  Hol^ 
land. 
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Mr.  Dundas  fatd,  Sir,  in  rifing  to  offer  my  ientiments  qa 
the  prefeRt  occafion  to  the  Houfe,  I  do  aifure  you  I  with  ,to 
give  to  the  (tibje^l  in  debate  every  confideration  that  isd;Ue 
to  its  importance.  As  much  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  can  wilh^ 
i  do  moil  fincerely  wi(h>  that  this  country  and  £ucope  may 
know,  whatever  it  would  be  prudent  to  give  to  the  world  con- 
cerning the  expedition  to  Holland :  but  the  mode  now  (ug- 
gefted  is  very  remote  from  that  which  it  would  be  wife  for 
this  Houfe  to  purfue.  Before  calling  on  us  for  out  vote,  it 
was  incumbent  oh  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  avow  .an  pbjeA 
that  would) at  lead  render  a  motion  for  an  enquiry  plaufible. 
I  watched  him  narrowly  in  the  whole. progrefs  of  his  fpeech, 
but  it  was  only  in  the  concluding  fentences  of  it,  that  I 
could  difeoucr)  for  the  fixft  .time»  his  genuine  intention,  ahd 
the  real  igrounds  of  enquiry.  In  former  times  enquiries 
have  been  propofed  on  very  interefting,  and  gr^at  national 
quefttons,  but  never  for  the.  purpofes  avowed  this  night  by 
the  hon.  Gentleman.  Aflumed  mi(conduA  in  his  Majefty's 
Minifters  ;  cenfure  for  fuch  mifqonduA ;  the  fupporting  and 
vindicating  the  honour  and  chara^er.of  the  country  ;  4>c  t^e 
removal  of  incapable  Minifters  from  office  ;  have,  till.nowy 
been  held  out  as  the  only  proper  objeds  of  inquiry  and  in- 
^(ligation.  But  the  hon.  Gentleman  has,  on  the  prefent  oc- 
cafion, brought  forward  another  motive,  and  one  quite  dif- 
ferent from  any  I  have  named,  as  that  which  influenced  the 
ttiotion  he  had  juft  fubmitted  to  the  Houfe.  This  motive 
would  be  under  any  circumftances  extraordinary,  but  it  is 
mod  particularly  fo  when  we  YtiOVf  to  whom  it  is  addrefli^. 
It  is  recent  in  the  memory  of  Gentlemen,  that  it  is  only  a 
few  nights  fince  the  hon.  Gentleman,  and  thofe  who  fit  Qear 
him,  made  an  attempt  to  draw  the  Houfe  into  a  difapprpb^- 
tion  of  the  conduA  of  his  Majefty's  Miniders,  on  t|ie  occa- 
fion of  the  late  overture  of  the  enemy,  and  alfo  to  draw 
from  the  Houfe  a  pledge  that  it  would  negociate  immedi- 
ately with  Bonapirte.  No  man  will  fuppofe  that  the  at- 
tempt fo  boldly  eifayed,  was  meanly  fupported.  All  the 
power  and  influence  and  talent,  all  the  vigour  and  aSiyity 
and  zeal  they  poflefled,  we  faw,  on  that  occafion,  exerted  by 
thofe  hon.  Gentlemen  for  their  common  caufe.  The  Houfe 
liftened  gravely  to  every  thing  then  urged  in  fupport  of  the 
propofition  to  negociate,  but  determined  to  carry  on  the  war 
with  increafed  vigour,  decifion,  atxl  energy.  One  might 
have  expected,  that  a  folcmn  vote  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
of  Great  Britain,  given  on  a  queftioni  yielding  in  importaixce 
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to  none  that  ever  came  before  it,  would  have  fome  effect  to 
difcourage  the  hon.  Gentleman  in    his   favourite  purfuit, 
namely,  that  of  endeavouring  to  vilify  every  meafure  and  un- 
dertaking of  his  Majefty's  Minifters.     Perhaps  it  was  too 
much  to  expect  this.     Perhaps  we  had  reafon  rather  to  look 
to  renewed  attempts  in  the  fame  fpirit,  and  for  fimilar  pur- 
pofes.     The  motion  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  this  night  un- 
folds that  fpirit,  and  certainly  is  intended  to  fix  a  foul  (Itgma 
on  the  Adminidration  of  the  country.     Here  let  roe  aflc» 
what  IS  the  object  of  the  enquiry  propofed  by  the  motion  ? 
It  is  not  to  procure  the  difmiflion  from  their  offices  of  his 
Majefiy's  prefent  Minifters,  but  it  is  to  deal  around  undif- 
guifed  charges  of  incapacity  and.  ignorance^  the  eifect  of 
which,  if  generally  alTented  to,  would  be  to  draw  the  con*, 
fidence  of  the  country  from  the  government.     I  maintain, 
Sir^  that  no  cool  and  impanial  man  can  infer  any  other  con- 
fequence  from  the  fcope  and  detail  of  the  hon.  Gentleman's 
fpeech.     He  does  propofe  it  to  himfelf  as  the  effect  of  his 
labours  this  Right,  that  the  confidence  of  the  country  (hall 
be  withdrawn  from  the  government,  and  the  neceflary  refulr> 
as  I  contend,  of  fuccefs  would  be,  that  the  very  worft  evils 
would  indantly  enfue  to  the  bed  and  genuine  interefts  not 
merely  of  this  country,  but  of  all  Europe.     Conceiving  that ' 
to  be  the  hon.  Gentleman's  only  object  in  propofing  the  in- 
quiry he  has  moved  for,  it  cannot  any  where  excite  furprife, 
if  I  take  the  opportunity  to  (hew  theHoufe  how  utterly  un- 
founded in  truth  has  been  his  general  aflertions,  while  I  dif- 
clofe  the  real  grounds  of  the  expedition  undertaken  againft 
Holland,  the  circumdances   in   which  it  commenced)  the 
events  that  arofe  in  its  progrefs,  and  the  caufes  to  which  was 
owing  its  failure.     The  hon.  Gentleman  has  hot  thought 
proper  to  confine  himfelf  to  the  n>ere  enquiry,  but  has  dwelt 
on  various  topics  not  at  all  connected  with  ^is  motion,  fo 
that  much  of  his  fpeech  mud  be  pafled  over  without  com- 
ment.    He  has  told  us  a  great  deal  about  treaties  entered  into 
fome  years  ago  by  this  country,  Adria,  and  Ruflia,  and  it 
would  take  more  time  than  I  am  willing  to  cad  away,  to  ex- 
plain his  inaccuracies  on  the  fubject.     One  thing  would  be 
felt,  however,  and  acknowledged.     The  treaty   with  thofe 
powers  by  which  thfey  had  mutually  engaged  to  fupport  the 
ifitcreds  and  views  of  the  common  caufe,  was  neceftary  to  the 
prefervation  even  of  the  forms  of  judice  in  Europe ;  and  it 
has  led  to  more,  it  has  been  the  fore-runner  of  the  mod  bril- 
liant and  valuable  victories  over  the  common  enemy.  What- 
ever, 
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ever,  therefore,  may  be  the  fentiments  of  the  hon.  Gentlc- 
mani  I  mud  think  it  eflentially  a  part  of  our  duty  in  this  . 
Houfe,^  to  preferve  inviolate  our  alliance  with  Ruflia ;  to 
cultivate  and  improve  her  friendfhip  ;  to  keep  up  the  great 
relations  of  amity ;  to  cherifli  the  generous  ardour  and  digr 
nified  pride  of  that  nation,  and  of  her  prince ;  to  keep  up 
good  blood  and  good  underftanding  i/vith  her;  atid  in  every 
conjundure  of  our  affairs  to  recoUe£l  that  the  adive  malig* 
nity  of  the  nation  againft  whom  we  flruggle,  has  already 
been  chaftifed  and  reflrained  by  RufTian  arms.  The  attempt, 
therefore,  to  produce  ill  blood  between  us  and  ihat  power  is 
always  to  be  redded ;  and  fmce  the  prefent  motion,  if  adopt- 
ed, would  have  that  efFed,  I  for  one  mud  refift  enquiry. 
Nay,  I  will  go  farther.  I  fay  that  if  no  other  grounds  could 
be  (hewn  for  refiding enquiry,  that  confideration  alone  would 
be  enough  to  induce  me  to  oppofe  the  motion.  Having  thus 
obfervcd  on  that  part  of  the  fubjedl,  I  will  next  date,  that 
the  objed  of  reicuing  Holland  from  the  dominion  of  the 
French  republic  has  never  ceafed-  to  be  a  favourite  obje£l 
■with  government ;  but  if  it  has  been  a  cheriftied  projeft  «t 
all  times,  I  admit  that  from  fpring  lad  it  has  attra£ted  the  ' 
attention  of  his  Majedy's  Miniders  in  a  peculi4r  degree. 
It  is  connected  with  my  obje£t  to.add,  in  this  place,  that  our 
dedgns  were,  in  a  general  manner,  known  both  in  Frahce 
and  Holland  almod  from  the  fird  moment  the  expedition  was 
fihally  determined  on  ;  they  knew  we  meditated  a  defcent  on 
fome  point  of  thecoadof  either  republic;  their  public  pa- 
pers confefs  it,  and  they  dated,  that  the  preparations  going 
on  in  this  country  rendered  it  neceffary  for  them  to  keep  a 
force  ftationed  at  certain  points  ready  to  oppofe  dny  invafion*  ' 
Here,  then,  we  were  prefented  with  a  demondration  of  the 
eflfeiSl  it  had  on  the  enemy  even  from  the  beginning,  and  it 
was  alike  evident  that  the  expedition  was. months  in  the  con- 
templation of  his  Majedy's  Miniders  before  it  failed  from 
our  (bores.  The  object  of  the  expedition  was  tbree*fold. 
It  was  propofed,  in  the  fird  place,  if  pofllble,  to  rcfcue  the 
United  Provinces  from  France  ;  to  attempt,  fccondly,  to  de- 
prive that  republic  of  the  fleet  of  Holland — a  fleet  on  which 
ihe  depended  for  no  fmall  fuccour  in  her  projects  of  difmem- 
berment  againd  Ireland — a  fleet  which  die  had  kept  in  thral- 
dom, as  (he  had  kept  the  country  ;  and  the  third  arid  lad  ob- 
ject was  that,  as  far  as  our  rcfourccs  would  enable  us,  we. 
might  create' on  this  fide  of  Europe  a  great  diverfion  of.  tho 
arms  of  France,  eflcntial  to  the  fucccfs  of  general  prcjecis, 
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immediately  neccffary  to  the  fuccefs  of  that  particular  expe-^ 
ditioti.  France  was  to  choofe  one  of  two  things.  She  wa» 
totnaintain  berfelf  in  Holland,  or  to  direct  her  whole  atten- 
tion to  her  armies  in  Italy^  Switzerland,  and  on  the  Rhine. 
If  (he  chofe  to  do  the  former^  (he  muA  employ  a  conflderable 
force  in  the  Dutch  republic ;  if  the  latter  were  her  choice, 
then,  in  the  defencelefs.Aate  of  the  the  United  Provinces,  we 
muft  have  attained  at  leaftone  of  thofc  three  objects,  and  the 
pirobabiiity  would  be^  that  we  fiiould  fucceed  rn  all.  But  if 
only  fuccefsful  in  one  of  them  ;  if  the  refult  of  the  determi- 
nation of  France  to  abandon  her  Dutch  dependency,  had  only 
been,^  in  the  firft  inftance,  the  conqued  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces by  the  Britiih  and  Rufllan  forces^  it  would  have  given 
good  reafon  to  expect  fuccefs  in  the  other  two.  Upon  thofe 
three  objects  of  the  expedition,  I  (hall  now  fay  a  few  words. 
Of  the  hrttt  indeed^  it  is  hardly  neceflary  to  fpeak  at  all,  for 
the  hon.  Gentleman  has  himfelf  avowed  his  approbation  of 
ir.  He  admits  that  it  is  at.  all  times  perfect  wifdom,  good 
policy,  and  found  juftice  to  ourfdvcs,  to  adhere  to  the  plan 
of  refcuing  Holland  from  France.  He  admits,  therefore, 
that  it  is  our  duty,  if  poflible,  to  effect  that  refcue.  So  far  1 
can  perfectly  agree  with  the  hon.  Gentleman.  But  it  is 
worthy  remark,  that  fcarce  did  the  admiflion  pafs  his  lips, 
before,  towards  the  conclufion  of  the  fcntence  in  which  it 
flood,  the  caufeof  the  republicans  was  efpoufed,  an  able,  elo- 
quent, and  animated  addrefs  to  the  United  Provinces  is  u(hered 
into  the  world,  and  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  Provinces  are 
t6ld  to  beware  of  the  Englifh ;  to  remember  what  harm  Eng- 
land did  them  in  the  American  war ;  to  recollect  how  much 
they  had  been  abufed  by  their  Stadtholder,  and  though  it  is 
admitted  by  the  hon.  Gentleman,  that  it  would  be  proper  ta 
attempt  to  feparate  Holland  from  France,  that,  in  fact,  fuch 
policy  alone  became  us,  ftilV  he  tells  them,  ^'.I,  a  Briti(h  fe-> 
ndtor>  warn  you  againft  the  attempts  of  the  Britiih  govern- 
ment to  refctie  your  country  from  a  galling  ufurpation ;  I 
thihk,  indeed,  that  you  are  opprefled,  infulted,  enflaved  ; ,  yet 
though  thefe  iflanders  profefs  to  be  your  friends,  be  fure  not 
to  liften  to  them,  credit  not  any  of  their  riioft  fulemn  declara- 
tions, nay  it  may  be  your  intereft  to  rcfift  their  arms."  This 
was  not  language  to  infpire  confidence.  It  was  language 
that  could  not  now  fail  to  be  injurious  to  the  common  cau(e» 
and  which,  had  it  been  uttered  in  the  early  (lages  of  ^our  pro* 
grefs,  might  have  much  retarded  the  legitimate  objects  of 
the  expedition.     What,  however,  is  the  ground  of  the  heavy 
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charges  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  attempted  to  rubilant4ate 
againft  his  Majcdy's  Mtnlflers  and  the  country.  He  fliould 
have  recollected,  that  the  greateft  part  of  the  tranfactions 
to  which  he  alluded,  were  events  of  war,  the  inevitable  oc- 
currences of  fuch  a  (late  of  the  countries,  and  that  all  Ihe 
atrocious  grievances  and  injuries  of  which  he  complained 
were  in  general  exifling,  were  coiVimitted  before  1787  ;  and 
yet  the  revolution  effected  in  Holland  in  that  year  (a  revolu- 
tion of  which  the  hon.  Gentleman,  in  a  (hort  fentence,  ha^ 
approved)  was  decidedly  in  favour  of  Briiilh  connexion.  I 
afk  then,  Sir,  how  we  are  to  reafon  in  Ajch  a  cafe  as  this? 
I  afk  if  the  people  thought  Great  Britain  capable  of  treacRery 
and  injuflice  ;  if  they  recollecttd  the  atrocities,  and  griev- 
ances, and  infiihs  of  the  American  war,  and  other  periods, 
how  happened  it  that  they  permitted  that  revplution  r  I  fliall 
probably  be  anfwered,  that  it  was  efFcdcd  with  the  aQillance 
of  a  powerful  army.  It  is  true  a  large  arm^  promoted  that 
revolution ;  but  dncs  the  hon*  Gentleman  mean  to  fay  that  it 
was  more  criminal  in  us  to  accept  of  the  aid  of  the  king  of 
PrufJia  at  that  period  ?  Does  he  mean  to  fay  that,becaufe  the 
revolution  of  1787  was  againft  the  old  Bourbon  race,  you  are 
not  now  to  attempt  to  take  it  out  of  the  hands  of  the  republic 
with  a  powerful  army  ?  In  both  cafej  we  faw  gxcai  and 
powerful  armies  employed,  with  the  fingle  difference,  that 
in  one  cafe  it  was  the  union  of  Great  Britain  with  Prudia  to 
refcue  Holland  from  the  dominion  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon, 
and  in  the  other,  the  union  of  Great  Britain  and  Rulfta  to  re- 
fcue Holland  from  the  French  republic.  Now,  whether 
under  the  dominion  of  a  monarch  or  as  a  republic,  in  attempt- 
ing to  refcue  Holland  from  France,  it  muft  be  confeiicd  that 
v.e  were  purfiiing  the  beft  intereils  of  Great.  Britain.  Read 
"what  was  held  from  all  time  as  true  policy  in  this  rcfpccS, 
what  was  indeed  the  creed  of  the  coimtry  with  regard  to  our 
connexion  with  Holland.  I  have  the  papers  in  my  hand 
which  contain  that  creed.  The  paper  I  allude  to.  Sir,  is  the 
declaration  of  Lord  Cecil,  in  1585.  In  that  year  this  country 
judged  it  to  be  its  bcft  policy  to  aid  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Netherhnds  and  United  Provinces  in  their  war  with  Spain. 
The  objeds  of  Lord  Cecil  were  three:  ift,  the  deliverance 
of  the  Provinces  from  the  war  and  aggrcllion  of  Spain ;  2d, 
the  reftoration  of  their  ancient  liberties  and  form  of  govern- 
ment by  fome  Chriftian  peace  ;  and  the  3d,  to  afford  fecurity 
to  that  people  and  to  Great  Britain  in  nniiual  intercourfe,  to 
perpetuate  alliances  and  treaties  of  commcr<;c  fubfilling  be- 
tween 
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tween  the  two  countries,  &c.  Such  were  the  difpofition^ 
of  the  Miniftry  of  Qiicen  Elizabeth  in  1558,  and  I  will  not 
here  detail  the  good  which  accrued  from  it,  becaufe  during 
her  whole  reign,  that  great  princefs  never  lofl  fight  of  the 
fame^policy  ;  it  marked  the  charader  and  projeds  of  king 
William,  and  has  not  ceaTed  to  be  the  acknowledged  ohje£b 
of  the  country  ever  fmce  the  accefHon  of  the  Brunfwick  fa- 
mily,  from  a  convidion,  that  to  prevent  the  connexion  of 
Holland  with  France,  is  eifentially  to  promote  the  genuine 
interefls  of  Great  Britain.  On  the  other  hand,  Franco  has 
endeavoured  to  promote  and  perpetuate  a  fimtlar  connection  ; 
and  it  mud  be  confeffed,  that  to  do  fo  is  as  much  good  policy 
in  her  as  in  us.  As  I  have  dated,  we  have  uniformly  pur- 
fued  the  courfe  opened  by  Lord  Cecil,  with  the  exceptions, 
neither  decifive  nor  of  long  continuance,  of  fome  periods  in' 
the  rcfpective  reigns  of  Charles  II.  and  Q^ieen  Anne.  Thus, 
then,  the  refcuing  Holland  from  the  dominion  of  France 
Y^aS  alwas  a  favourite  policy ;  and  I  infift  on  this  fact  the 
more,  becaufe  it  was  the  chief  object  of  the  expedition,  and 
his  Majefty's  Miniders  have  an  undoubted  right  to  take  the 
merit  to  themfelves  of  undertaking  a  wife,  a  liberal,  and  a 
politic  enterprize»  Another  object  was  the  taking  of  the 
Dutdi  fleet  from  under  the  power  of  France  ;  and  really  I 
did  not  expect  to  find  the  hon.  Gentleman  come  down  this 
day  wiih  fo  controverfial  a  fpirit  as  not  to  approve  entirely 
of  the  conduct  of  Minifters  in  that  refpect.  He  has  had  the 
candour,  indeed,  to  admit  that  he  is  almod  lingular  in  his 
opinion  on  this  fubject ;  but  there  was  a  manifeft  con- 
tradiction in  this  pan  of  his  fpeech.  He  did  fay  that  if  we 
bad  (lopped  at  the  taking  of  the  Dutch  fleet,  we  had  gained 
iitimprtal  honour.  Yet  in  a  moment  he  tells  us,  that  it  holds 
out  a  bad  example,  and  that  the  Dutch  feamen  were  all  trai- 
tors to  their  country.  I  will  not  detain  the  Houfe  on  thefe 
points.  To  return  to  the  argument.  What  has  the  Dutch 
fleet  been  in  the  prefcnt  war  ?  It  was  by  the  Dutch  fleet  that 
one  fide  of  the  coad  of  our  ifland  was  kept  in  a  date  of  alarm, 
and  in  all  the  threatened  attempts  of  France  on  the  wedern 
part ;  I  never  heard  of  any  cither  way  by  which  they  were 
to  attempt,  but  by  means  of  the  Dutch  fleet,  and  although 
no  ferious  ground  for  much  alarm  exided  at  any  time,  yet 
furely  it  will  not  be  faid,  that  the  acquifition  of  the  navy  of 
Holland,  which  did  create  fome  apprehenfions  for  our  fafcty 
at  fome  points— it  will  not  be  faid  that  this  was  a  bad  fervice. 
Though  our  owh  coads,  Effex,  Suflcx,  &c.  were  never  much 
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in  danger,  yet  Ireland  was  expofed  $  and  Gentlemen  would 
recolleS  that  the  French  have  uniformly  carried  on  their  of- 
fenlive  warfare  againft  our  colonies  with  velFels  failing  from 
Dutch  ports.     Is  it  then  nothing  to  have  fupprefTed  one  half 
of  the  defperate  attempts  of  the  enemy  againft  our  country. 
The  honourable  Gentleman  has  allowed  that  it  was  a  great 
object.     And,  indeed,  that  could  be  no  little  object  that  put^ 
into  our  power  fix  or  feven  thoufand  Dutch  feamen,  till 
then  under  the  controul  of  France,  by  which  we  took  1000 
guns  from  the  enemy,  and  from  30  to  40,000  tons  of  (hipping. 
Taking  all  ihefe  advantages  together,  1  venture  then  to  af- 
fume,  that  great  and  eflential  fervice  was  done  to  the  coun- 
try, by  transferring  the  fleet  of  Holland  into  the  ports  of 
England.     Thus  far  the  expedition  was  attended  with  com- 
plete fuccefs.     With  refped  to  the  degree  of  fucccfs  with 
which  the  third  objed  was  attended,  I  would  aflc,  did  not  we 
powerfully  aflift  the  allies,  by  producing  a  diverfion  of  the 
force  of  France.     It  is  notorious  that  it  was  for  a  long  time  a 
matter  of  ferious  confideration  in  the  councils  of  France, 
whether  to  defend  Holland,  or  march  her  armies  exclufively 
sigainft  the  allies.     They  chofe  the  firft.     What  happened  ? 
They  were  obliged  to  march  down  large  reinforcements,  for 
only  a  large  army  could  reilrain  the  people,  and  fupprefs  opi- 
nion.    But  does  any  tnan  doubt  that  the  drawing  forty  thou- 
fand men  from  the   armies  of  France  into  Holland  veiy 
powerfully  aflifted  the  allies.  *  Looking  to  the  event  of  the 
wair  in  Holland,  France  deferred  from  day  to  day  giving  in- 
(Irudions  to  her  generals  to  refume  the  ofFen  five  in  Italy; 
and  the  refult  of  the  battle  of  Novi,  the  moft  bloody  that  was 
fought  during  the  whole  campaign,  which  laid  the  foundation 
of  the  relief  of  Italy  from  the  Gallic  yoke,  the  relief  and  fall 
of  Tortona  and  Coni,  (hewed  what  might  with  reafon  have 
been  apprehended  had  hot  France  bceii  engaged  at  the  fame 
time  in  Holland.     I  do  not  fay  that  (he  could  have  maintained 
herfclf  in  Italy,  but  it  would  be  to  defpife  the  force  of  can- 
non,^of  mnikcts  and  bayonets,  were  the  truth  difTembled  that 
the  addition  of  feveral  thoufand  men  to  their  force,  would 
have  given  to  thefe  battles  a  ftill  n:y)re  bloody  and  obftinate 
charafier.     The  invafion  of  Suabia  by  France  in  Atiguft,  and 
and  even  the  viflory  of  MalFena  himfelf,  were  rendered  abor- 
tive or  ineffefiual,  in  a  great  meafure  at  Icaft,  by  the  ftate  of 
the  war  in  Holland.     Malfena  could  not  follow  up  his  vic- 
tory, fuch  was  the  reduced  ftate  of  his  forces.     Hence  were 
ISTovii  Suabia,  Philipfburg,  the  Banks  of  the  Rhine,  in  a 
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word,  every  military  poft  in  Europe  was  afFc^led  by  the  expe- 
dition of  England  againd  Holland,  while  the  inarch  of  armies 
and  the  events  of  battle*;,  were  in  no  fmall  meafurc  deter- 
mined by  that  great  and  politic  cnterprizc.  '  In  two  of  the 
objeiSs  of  the  expedition  vre  were  fuccefsful,  but  we  are  told 
by  the  hon.  Genileman,  at  leaft  he  has  hinted,  that  becaufe 
the  men  d^fobeyed  Admiral  Storey,  they  were  not  to  be  much 
feared,  becaufe  they  >vere  fo  difufFeded  thai  they  would  not 
fight  at  all.  To  this  I  anfwer,  they  Were  the  fame  feamea 
who  fought  in  the  a<Sion  with  Admiral  Duncan ;  atni  when 
we  know  that  they  wi(h  better  to  the  Stadtholder  (which  the 
hon.  Gentleman  regrtits)  than  to  the  republic,  notwithiland- 
ing  all  circumftances,  this  country  would  have  afted  an  un- 
wife  part  to  have  declined  the  expedition.  The  remainder  of 
the  queftion  relates  to  the  poflibiliiy  of  refcuing  the  United 
Provinces  from  France,  and  I  maintain,  Sir,  that  it  was  pof- 
ilble.  I  have  already  l^atcd  fome  of  the  reafons  on  which 
that  opinion  is  founded,  and  I  here  add,  that  though  more 
proofs  exift,  ftill  fuch  is  the  refponfibility  and  peril  of  my 
fituation,  that  I  cannot  difclofe  thofe  proofs  to  the  world. 
The  hon.  Gentleman,  knows,  that  it  is  impodiblc  to  grant  the 
enquiry  he  has  moved  for.  He  knows  well,  that  againft  the 
boldeft  aflertions,  the  mod  hardy  mifreprefentations,  his  Ma- 
jcfty's  minifters  cannot  vindicate  themfelves  by  enquiry*  And 
why  ?  Becaufe  the  correfpondence  with.  Holland,  and  the  do- 
cuments in  general  on  which  were  founded  our  hopes  of  fuc- 
cefs,  cannot  be  publifhed  without  the  git;ate(l  injuftice  to 
many  individuals.  I  leave  it,  therefore,  tor  the  Houfe  in  its 
wifdom,  in  its  difcrction,  to  judge  between  miniftcrs  and 
the  country.  I  do  not  mean  to  fay  that  we  have  not  corref-^ 
ponded,  that  we  have  not  received  intelligence  of  a  private 
nature  from  Holland,  of  the  ftate,  temper,  and  views  of 
parties,  information  too  which  juftified  a  reliance  on  the  co- 
operation of  the  people  ;  but  though  I  am  not  to  deny  fhcfe 
things  generally,  yet  is  it  my  duty  to  refift  enquiry,  on  confti- 
tutional  and  politic  grounds.  The  Houfe  will  therefore  ex- 
crcife  its  difcrction,  but  I  can  declare,  that  1  am  one  who 
never  will  concur  voluntarily  to  advife  his  Majefly  to  lay  fuch 
information  before  the  Houfe.  With  refpcft  to  what  has 
been  aflerted,  that  the  difpofiiibns  of  the  people  of  Holland 
were  unfriendly  to  the  obje(^  of  the  expedition,  I  do  fay  that 
the  inference  from  the  example  of  the  fleet  is  no  mean  Crite- 
rion of  the  ftate  of  the  people.  With  a  powerful  array  to 
awe  them,  the  people  could  not  take  arms  ordiew  themfelves 

in 


Vym.  jb.]      WOODF ALL'S  PARLIAVENTARV  REPORTS.  345 

iu  force.  In  no  place  which  the  Brttifli  arms  reached  diti 
the  inhabitants  quit  their  homes,  or  move  off  the  cattle  ;  and 
though  it  has  been  faid  that  they  (laid  with  their  cattle  to  be 
ftear  the  iharkets,  they  had  dijcovered  more  than  a  mercenary 
attachment :  but  I  own  the  whole  of  the  quejftion  here  refts 
en  general  reafoning,  and  mcift.  For  if  even  the  private  cor- 
sefpondence  were  put  into  the  hands  of  the  bon.  Gentleman^ 
I  believe  it  would  not  fattsfy  him.  He  would  fay  that  they 
only  contai4ied  proofsof  the  feottments  of  the  writers,  but  not 
of  all.  However,  (k,  <we  could  not  convoke  Primary  Alfem- 
biies.  {A  cry  of  hear!  hear  J  on  the  treafury  bench,  and  s 
biigh  in  the  oppofition  feats.]  Therefore  our  view  of  the 
ftate  of  Holland  mud  reft  in  general  points,  and  lead  merely 
to  general  opinions.  Yet  enough  was  known  of  the  diipofi* 
tions  of  the  people,  enough  was  known,  of  the  .opinion  they 
entertain  of  their  ta(k-mafters,.to  juftify  his  right  hon.  Friend 
in  ufing  an  expreflion  which  has  .been  frequently  alludM  to. 
He  might  well,  fay  that  our  knowledge  of  human  nature  ena* 
bled  us  to  conjecture  what  would  be  thedecifionof  the  people 
•f  HoMand,  and  I  dare  venture  to  fay,  that  Holland,  00  morje 
than  any  of  the  countries  where  they  liave  ruled,  does  not 
wi(h  to  have  the  French  for  its  defienders.  Do  gentlemen 
think  it  is  in  the  nature  of  Dutchmen  not  to  hate  thofe  who 
have  fqueezed  them  out  of  their  money,  who  have  fo  beggared 
Ihem  that  now  all  their  money  in  their  pockets  is  fweated 
down  foafixpence  ?  From  every  circumfiance  therefore  of  the 
fituation  of  t<he  whole  tranfa£lion,  I  leave  it  toihedifcretioQ 
of  the  Houfe  whether  they  will  compel  governcnent  to  g.rant 
an  enquiry,  which  touift  be  attended  with  real  inconvenience^ 
contrary  160  to  our  duty  and  obligations  to  other  govern* 
ments,  and  contrary  to  experience  and  the  ufage  0|f  ftates» 
But  I  x:an  venture  to  aifert,  that  if  we  iiave  been  obliged  to 
abandon  the  enterprize  for  a  feafon,  that  what  his  Majefty's 
government  undertook  was  highly  agreeable  to  the  United 
Provinces,  and  if  we  could  have  fcnt  a  fufEcient  number  of 
men  to  check  the  French  army,  I  have  not  the  fmalteft  doubt 
but  that  fuccefs  would  have  crowned  our  efforts.  This  leads 
me  naturally  to  that  other  branch  of  the  enquiry,  ihe  inftruc« 
tions,  &c.  to  the  officers  employed  in  the  expedition  ;  but  I 
am  equally  prepared  to  refift  enquiry  on  this  point.  There 
are  many  reafoos  why  I  refift  it :  the  chief  is,  that  I  will  not 
fay  that  it  may  not  again  be  the  obje£l  of  the  policy  of  this 
country  to  attempt  the  refeue  of  Holland.  This  much  I  may 
Ibue  without  riik,  and  the  bon.  Gentlenuin  vrillknow  how  to 
Vol.  1. 1800.  Yy  ftatc 
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ftatc>  it  with  all  his  eloquence  to  the  country  and  the  worlds 
deploring  the  evils  of  war,  and  the  expences  of  expeditions 
Thefc  are  fubordinate  reafons  for  refifting  enquiry  on  this 
branch.  Such  as  that  the  correfpondence  may  conAin  many 
particulars  which  it  would  not  be  fafe  to  divulge — that  the 
"weak  points  of  the  enemy  would  be  marked  out  and  dif- 
clofedy  along  with  feveral  other  objections  which  the  good 
fcnfe  of  Gentlemen  will  furely  fuggeft  to  them.  The  hon- 
Gentleman  has  faid,  that  we  Oiould  have  undertaken  the.  ex-* 
peditton  earlier.  I  can  tell  that  hon.  Gentleman  that  we 
could  not.     We  had  not  an  army  to  undertake  it  with  at 

*  an  Earlier  period.  At  the  beginning  of  the  cxpeditioOf  there 
^ere  but  lOyOOO  men  that  could  be  fent  under  General 
Abercrombici  and  they  were  all  colledted  from  the  regular 
force  of  ^he  country.  He  could  not  draft  oiFany  of  the  torce 
then  in^Irelandi*  becaufe  the  fleet  of  the  enemy  was  in  the 
Mediterranean,  and  not  knowing  its  deftination,  Ireland 
could  not  be  left  without  ^  (Irong  army.  He  had  not  got 
the  command  of  «the  militia  ;  but  that  force  being  foon  after 
placed  at  the  difpofal  of  government^  an  army  was  fpeedily 
raifed.     Here  Mr.  Diindas  entered  on  the  hiftory  of  the  ex- 

,  peditioni  from  the  day  of  its  failing  from  our  ihores  CAixguft 
13),  to  the  period  of  the  convention  between  his  Royal  High* 
xiefs  the  Duke  of  York  and  the  French  General  Brune,  and 
contended  that  the  expedition  was  originally  planned  with 
Ikill  arul  wifdom  ;  that^rsobjetSt  was  promoted  with  dili- 
gence; that  it  failed  under  the  fairell  profpefls  of  a  fafe  and 
f|>eedy  Voyage,  but  being  croiFed  on  the  third  day  by  adverfe 
winds,  and  toiTed'about  in  hurricanes  for  fourteen  days,  that 
the  landing  was  efTeded  under  painful  difficulties,  while  the 
period  occupied  by  our  fleet  oiF  their  coafts  gave  to  the  Dutch 
and  the  French  the  fignal  of  invafion,  marked  out  to  theia 
the  points  of  attack,  and.of  courfe  fuggefted  the  means  to  be 
taken  for  efJcdual  defence.  In  this  part  of  his  fpeech  the 
Ti^ht  hon.  Gentleman  marked  with  diftinguifhed  precifion 
the  different  events,  traced  their  charader  and  progrefs,  and 
having  argued  mofl  ably  the  objed^ons  of  Mr.  Sheridaut 
concluded  Irrefiftibly  from  the  whole,  that  the  expedition  did 
produce  fignal  advantages  to  this  country.  But  as  th^e  ga- 
zettes and  public  papers  of  the  day  detailed  very  fully  the 
fa£ls  (tated  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  we  think  it  may. 
be  fufficient  to  note  merely  the  principal  points  of  this'divin 
lion  of  the  fubjedl.  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie  had  under  bis 
command  1  o>coo  men*  •  The  fcarcity  of  provifions^  and  tha 

ftorm^ 


\ 


I?i».  tb-l         W00DFALL*S  parliament A.RY  REPDftTS.  Hj 

fioTOtt  made  him  determine,  to  put  back  for  £ngbmd  dm  th6 
d6tb»  but  he  eiFe£ldd  a  landing  at. the  Helder  on  the  a^thi 
but  the  Tea  beating  high,  and  the  foldiers  bearing  t4ieir  muf* 
kets  and  bayonets,  neither  artillery  nor  horfes  could  be 
landed.  Only  nine  battalions  out  of  fncteen  were  at  iirft 
difembarkedy  yet  with  this  inferior  force  Mre  took  the  Helder 
Fort.  The  difpofitions  made  by  Sir. Ralph  Abercrombie 
were  judicious  and  able.  Had  the  army,  however,  been  ob- 
liged to  return  .on  the  ^6th,  how  unjuft  would  have  beefi  any 
cfenfures  on  the  foldiers  or  the  Commanders.  They  have 
Ihewn  that  they  are  intrepid,  brave,  intelligent ;  but  fuch 
who  judge  of  meii  and  human  affairs  by  the  fuccefs  of  an 
enterprize,  miferably  miflake  the  eharader  of  true  wifdom» 
It  has  been  faid  that  we  had  no  waggons,  but  would  Gentle- 
men recoiled  that  they  could  not  be  landed  in  a  dorm.  Wt 
were  forced  to  ufe  Dut^h  waggons,  and  thefe  were  fcarce* 
[Here  Mr.  Sheridan  appeared  to  cenfure  the  makiitg  ufe  of 
the  waggons  of  the  country].  <*  I  do  not  really  know,  Sir^ 
how  to  deal  with  Gentlemen ;  they  blame  us  for  not  landing 
our  own  waggons  when  we  could  not ;  and  they  blame  us 
for  taking  the  waggons  of  the  country,  when  they  were  the 
only  conveyance  the  army  could  procure. ,  I  wilh  the  hon. 
Gentleman  would  not  take  both  arguments,  but  that,  at  leaft^ 
in  kindnefs,  he  would  leave  me  the  benefit  of  oneof  them* 
Qf  Uud  laugh'].  That  he  would  give  Englifh  roads  with 
butch  waggons,  or  Diitch  waggons  with  Englifh  Toads.  It 
would  be  aflced,  why  not  reckon  on  the  chances  of  a  ftorm. 
We  did  fo.  I  aiked  Admiral  Mitchell  if  there  was  not  rea- 
fon  to  apprehend  (lorms  at  that  feafon  of  the  year.  His 
anfwer  was  ^'  What  man  ever  faw  a  hurricane  in  the  month 
of  Auguft  going  acrofs  the  Channel.*'  He  really  laughed  at 
me  for  afking,  what  he  'appeared  to  confider  fuch  an  unprd- 
feflional  queiiion.  Had  the  tro6ps  effected  a  landing  on  the 
third  day,  the  enemy,  who  had  not  2,000  men  at  the  time  in 
North  Holland,  muft  have  yielded  unconditionally,  and  ulti- 
mate fuccefs  been  rendered  almoft  inevitable.  It  would  have 
been  fome  fource  of  confolation  if  the  winds,  which  pre- 
vented Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie  from  landing,  had  brought 
forward  the  Ruffians  ;  but  the  contrary  was  the  cafe  ^  ib 
that  we  %^ere  quite  deprived  of  all  our  genuine  refources  anil 
means  of  fuccefs.  There  is  one  part  of  the  fpeech  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  in  which  I  can  have  nd  difference  of  opinioh 
with  him,  and  to  which,  indeed,  I  can  s^ld  nothing  to' give 
added  force  Or  brilliancy  to  his  fplendid  panegyric.     I  will 

Y  y  a  not 
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not  fiiy  much  of  the  character  of  tlie  iliuftrious  Comtnaniicy 
of  the  expeditiohy  but  I  do  aflure  the  Houfe,  that  I  who  have 
the  means  of  knowing  his  real  excellence,  confider  no  part 
of  the  character,  no  part  of  the  panegyric  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man, but  as  dtie  to  that  iliuftrious  Prince-  Here  then  we 
do  agree,  but  how  Toon  again  mud  we  dHFer  ?  The  hon. 
Gentleman  has  faid,  that  the  expedition  wad  obvioufly  im-* 
practicable  from  the  day  of  the«ad«  that  it  was  defperate,  and 
that  we  ought  to  haire  abandoned  it,  becaufe  we  had  ob- 
tained all  the  fl^et  on  the  4th  of  September.  But  Sir  Ralph 
Abercrombie  thought  otherwife.  He  writes,  that  he  ex- 
{>ected  to  penetrate  to  the  Waal  before  the  end  of  the  cam- 
paign. Now  an  hon.  Gentleman  fays,  that  we  ought  not  to 
have  perfevered,  while  we  have  the  teftimony  of  that  officer, 
of  an  officer  who  would  not  facrifice  his  men  madly,  whofe 
character  is  not  want  of  humanity,  who  is  not  incautious, 
ivho  is  gallant  and  experienced ;  we  have  his  tellimony,  that 
could  he  be  reinforced  in  time,  he  would  be  aUe  to  penetrate 
to  the  Waal.  The  weather  prevented  the  embarkation  of 
the  Duke's  army  till  the  i3tb.  And  every  one  knew  that, 
added  to  thefe  unfortunate  circumftances,  the  months  of  the 
year  on  which  we  entered  Holland,  were  unpropitious  10  our 
operations.  The  Ruffians  arrived  on  the  18th  at  the  Heider« 
C)n  the  19th  they  went  into  action  ;  but  I  am  flrict  to  trutlt 
in  ftating,  that  it  was  exprefsly  at  the  defire  of  their  Com- 
mander, General  Herman.  I'he  letter  of  General  Heflenv 
undoubtedly,  ftated  things  that  could  not  but  be  read  with 
regret,  but  I  wi(h  not  to  be  minute  in  my  comments.  Per- 
haps the  impetuofity  of  the  Ruffians  led  them  to  the  attack 
two  hours  too  foon.  However,  till  a  late  hour,  the  whole 
army  was  fuccefsful ;  the  village  of  Bergen  was  pofTeifed  by 
the  Ruflians,  Sir  Ralph  was  at  Hoorn  with  the  flower  of  the 
Britifhurmy^  and  but  for  the  unfortunate  affair  of  Bergen, 
would  have, been 'able  to  advance,  leaving  the  French  and 
Dutch  army  in  his  rear,  %vhile  preifed  on  to  Amflerdam. 
On  the  19th,  there  were  only  6  or  7,000  French  troops  in 
North  Holland,  and  Tome  regiments  of  Dutch,  but  they  re-* 
ceived  frefli  reinforcements  every  day  afterwards.  Still  they 
were  inferior  to  the  combined  Brttifh  and  Ruffian  army  till 
the  day  of  the  6tb,  when  they  had  a  fuperiority  in  numbers* 
Here  Mr.  Dundas  contended  that  every  thing  which  could  be 
done  was  atchieved  by  the  army,  and  that  after  a  great  deal 
of  fighting,  being  previoufly  advlfed  to  that/^ep  by  the  whole 
flaffj  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie,  Generals  Dundas,  Pulteney, 

Moorc^ 
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.Mcx>re,  &c.  he  ju<9ged  it  rrght  to  retreat'.  This  being  the 
cafe,  can  Gentlemen  lay  blame  on  government  ?  They  lay 
no  blame  on  the  officers ;  and  furely  when  circumftances  have 
been  fo  clearly  ftatedi  it  is  unjuft  to  blame  his  Majefty's  Mi« 
nifters.  But  they  would  leave  it  perhaps  to  red  bn  the  ground 
of  the  prigtnal  folly  of  the  expedition,  and  the  incapacity  of 
admifliftratlon.  I  (hall  confider  that  more  fully  prefently. 
I  here  only  wifli  to  have  it  underftood,  that  from  the  moment 
I  faw  the  letter  of  the  6th9  I  advifed  his  Majefty  to  approve 
of  every  thing  that  had  been  done.  Thus  I  take  part  in  the 
whole  bufinefs,  but  I  do  not  wifli  the  hon.  Gentlemen  to  lay 
more  at  my  door  than  is  founded  in  truth.  With  refped  to 
the  difgrace  to  the  country  from  the  convent],on.  Jet  us  con- 
Iider  what  it  reaUy  is,  if  any.  We  were  fix  times  vi&orious 
in  Holland,  and  than  France  (I  am  confident  I  fpeak  correA*- 
ly),  no  nation  in  the  world  is  more  fenfible  of  the  bravery 
and  gallantry  of  the  Britifh  foldiers,  indeed  they  haye  con- 
feifed  that  they  met  with  their  match  in  our  intrepid  country* 
men.  Hence  the  army  returned  with  its  charader  entire, 
its  bVavery  unimpeachable,  its  fpirit  proud,  and  its  mind 
undaunted.  We  h^ve  alfo  to  recollect  that  with  the  change 
of  charader  has  arifen  an  increafe  of  force.  We  have  now 
50,000  as  brave  men,  of  the  fame  ilcih  and  blood  as  the  troopt 
that  fought  in  Holland.  He  next  came  to  the  confideration 
of  the  armiftice;  and  here  he  fully  juftified  the  whole  con« 
duct  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  paying  a  juit  tribute  to  his 
humanity  in  not  inundating  the  count/y,  and  to  his  firo^nefs 
in  aiferting  the  honour  of  England,  by  reftifmg  to  treat  with 
General  Brune  for  the  Dutch  deet.  He  could  not  be.  forced 
from  the  country,  yet  it  was  true  generalOiip  to  retreat, 
Under  all  thefe  cirdumftances  there  was  nothing  difgracefnl 
in  the  armidice,  but  every  thing  honourable  to  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  bc^th  in  his  public  and  privatd  character* 
I  muft  now  fay  a  few  words  on  the  alledged  lavilh  expendi* 
ture  of  treafure.  Really,  Sir,  this.fubject  has  been  much 
mifreprefented.  The  hon.  Gentleman  gave  us  a  moft  elo- 
quent defcription  of  the  lofs  in  lives,,  and  the  mifery  intailed 
by  the  calamities  of  war  on  deditute  families.  With  regard 
to  the  wafte  of  treafure,  furely  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  not 
ferious  when  he  fays  that  the  expence  of  the  expedition  has 
been  the  whole  produce  of  the  income  tax,  &c.  He  could 
only  mean  by  taking  credit  for  7  millions  to  give  bis  imagi- 
nation ample  fcope  for  the  decorations  of  a  figure  of  elo- 

quencc« 
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'^[uence.   If  Gentlemen  have  any  curtofity  to  know  the  ttems^ 
1  will  read  them.     They  confift  of 

iC-  4-5S>33S  ^^^  Tranfport  Service. 

M-7»3P<  -      Victualling  Depaitm^AtA 

i^OiS37  -      firook  Watfoii. 

140,901  -      Commiftary  Motz, 

108,645  -      Ordnance  Department. 

Thus,  in  place  of  6  or  7  millionst  we  have  only  a  total  of 
about  iy4Co,oool.  I  do  not  doubt,  but  I  fuprHc  Gentlemen 
by  this  ftatcmcnt.  It  is,  however,  correS  ;  yet  it  deferved 
to  be  remarked,  that  no  man  ever  dated  the  expence  arlefs 
than  5 ,ooo,oooU  If  again  we  talk  of  the  expedition,  not 
en  a  large  fcale  of  national  policy,  but  take  ir  as  a  mercan- 
tile queftion  of  profit  and  lofs,  taking  that  data  I  fay,  the 
ihips,  (lores,  &c.  and  what  J  am  alfo  entitled  to  (late,  the  di* 
mintitionof  our  expences  by  the  difcontinuing  a  fleet  in  the 
North  feas,  iT\fomuch,  that  we  iind  the  number  of  feamcn 
fcduced  this  year  io,c6o:  when  all  thefe  gains  and  favings 
are  conlidered,  I  maintain,  that  in  point  of  expence  the  ex- 
pedition was  an  advantage  to  the  country.  Thus,  then,  if 
one  of  the  greater  objeds  has  not  fiicceededi  (fuppofe  I  af- 
fume  that  aflertion)  dill,  as  a  mere  mercantile  obje<^,  the  ex- 
pedition has  been  very  defirable ;  and  even  .as  to  the  8000 
prifoners,  we  get  rid  of  as  many  lumber  troops,  [a  laugh] 
0nd  weget  rid  of  8000  prifoners,  who  otherwife  would  have 
continued  feeding  in  our  jails.  But,  in  tlie  next  place,  the 
lofs  in  men.  The  hon.  Gentleman  appealed .  nioit  patheti- 
cally, and  with  his  accuftomed  eloquence,  to  the  Houfe,  how 
melancholy  were  the  events  of  war,  that  fwept  away  pro- 
vinces, that  divided,  ruined,  and  dlfperfed  whole  families, 
that  imbittered  the  cup  of  individual  life,  and  poifoued  the 
fources  of  public  happinefs.  War  has  been  in  all  times  thfc 
theme  of  poetic  fancy,  that  drefFes  every  fubjefl  in  the  moft 
captivating  or  in  the  moil  forbidding  garb.  .1  do  not  at- 
tempt to  appeal  to  the  feelings  of  the  Houfe.  But,  I  think, 
that  when  I  appeal  to  them  as  men,  they  will  know  how  to 
look  at  the  neceflities  of  the  public  (late,  they  will  feel  that 
tio  great  national  obje£l,  and  no  great  national  purpofcs  can  > 
be  accompli(hed  in  war  without  the  lofs  of  many  valuable 
lives  dear  to  all.  '  If  I  do  not  attempt  to  make  the  mifertes 
of  war  the  topics  of  a  crying  eloquence,  yet  I  am  fure  there 
was  not  one  foldier  who  went  to  Holland,  there  is  not  one 
who  has  returned,  who  would  not  confidcr  I  was  pronotinc-  . 
hig  a  libel  on  his  charafter,  if  I  fuppofed  he  made  not  the 
miferies  and  hard(hips  of  war  take  part  in  his  thoughts,  yec 

knowing 
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knowing  that  warcannot  be  parried  on  without  lofsof  hu-^ 

man  life,  he  is.too  devoted  to  his  country  toft^rink  from  9, 

dutyi  the  chief  condition  of  which  is,  to  be  expofed  to  peril» 

aindto  pafs  through  dangers.     Believe. me.  Sir,  I  think  tho£i| 

who  carry  on  war  will  be  found  not  more  wanting  in  huina*. 

nity  than  the  hon;  Gentleman.     However,  I  will  not  have  it; 

bandied  about,  that  there  were  ten  thoufand  men  loll  in  tho 

expedition.     This  (latement  was  originally  an  imppfition  oit 

the  piiblicy  and  through  the  f^me  channels  it  was  the  public 

were  told  that  the  expences  amounted  to  5,060,0001.   It  waA 

not  humane  in  any  writer,  whatever  might  be  his  party,  to  pub* 

li(h  fuch  things.  It  was  no  teil  of  his  humanity  to  pi^bliO)  loofo 

and  unautheoticated  reports  of  the  thoufands  flain.     But  th^ 

bed  way  to  r,emove  the  impredion  of  fuch  falfehoQds  will  be 

to  .tell  the  truth.     Now,  Sir,  I  hold  in  my.  hand  a  (latement    ' 

of  tl^  returns  of  wounded  and  killed  fropi  the  day  the.armf- 

landed  in  Holland,  to  the  ift  of  February  inftant, ,  Thenum-r 

bers  are  4088:  tick  and  wounded  who  were  at  ope  t^mein  tho 

hofpitals  abroad,  89  of  whom  only  died,  1 608  wer^  difchargdl 

and  joined  their  refpeflive  regimejits,  &c.  2339  catspe  to 

England,  and  were  fent  to  the  different  hofpitals.*   So  thal^ 

out  of  the  whole  only  89  died.^  I  do  not  aik  any  thing  froox; 

this  ftalement  but  fimple  juAice  to  Mr.  Youngi^th<?  Infpeiftor- 

Gcn^ra.l,  who  has  fuffered  mi^ch  from  calumny,  but  whode« 

ferves  to  be  admired  for  his  attention,  alGduity,  and  huma-  ' 

niiyi  and.  Sir,  I  would  alfo  hope  that  thie  acriiponious  ill-,.  \ 

natnred  things  faid  again (i  the  planners  of  the  expedition  f 

will  ceafe  to  be  repeated;  that   the  public  will  admit  at» 

l^igth,  tliat  for  much  of  that  calumny  and  ceoAire  there  wasi 

no  (tetter  foundation  than  for  the  accounts  w.hicb.  returnedf 

more  than  89  dead  in  Holland  of  their  wounds.     Oo,  the  ifl; 

of  February,  indeed,  the  whole  number  amounted  to  185,. 

yrho  died  in  the  hofpitals.     There  died  in  battle  572,  whif h^ 

added  19  the  number  that  was  iod  in  tlie  pallage,  might 

an^unt  to  846.     But  it  mu{l  be  recolleded,  that  fome  who 

w.ere  returned  dead  have  fmce  returned,  being  only  rxdS&uQ 

men.     The  right  hon..  Gentleman  now  feca{>itulated  the  fe- 

jveud  topics  dwelt  on  by  him  in  his  fpecch,  contended  that 

he  ha$l  (iuf  pqrtedf  by  fails  and  fair  reafoning,  ail  his  propo<* 

fitippsi  apd  concluded  by  exprefling.  his  pcufeft  appirdbatioa 

■ 

*•  Sick  and  woundrd  admitted  into  the  hoffiitals^  at}roa(J  was  only      4,q3,9) 
$ent  fioine  out  of  thefe  -  '    -,    '  •  •     2,093      ^ 

Tbt  whole  who  died  amountod  only  to      '         -  ^  ^85^ 

And  tbc  ^hp}^  of.  tbe  iuUed  tQ  .       ,  »..        ....       4^1 
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of  the  conduft  of  the'  officers  and  men  engaged  in  it,  whil« 
he  claimed  it  for  the  government,  to  be  allowed  the  merit  of 
the  bed  intentions,  joined  to  prudence,  circumfpedion,  and 
aAivity.  I  am,  faid  the  right  hon.  Secretary  in  coi\cludi«)gy 
determined  to  oppofe  all  military  enquiries,  and  the  inter- 
ference of  individuaU  in  military  affairs.  I  know  enquiry 
would  not  benefit  the  country  or  our  caufe,  in  the  prefent  in- 
f)ance»  but  hurt  both.  I  therefore  reft  perfe£l1y  of  opinion^ 
that  1  can  only  do  my  duty  by  oppofing,  with  all  my  heart, 
t{ie  motion  of  the  hon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  Bouverie  faid,  that  none  of  the  arguments  which  had 
fallen  from  the  right  hoii.  Gentleman  could  convince  him  of 
the  impropriety  of  the  motion  of  his  hon.  Friend.  An  en- 
quiry certainly  (hould  be  inftituted  into  the  caufes  of  the  fai- 
lure of  the  ejcpedition  to  Holland.  After  the  conftitutional 
force  of  the  country  had  been  demolilhed  to  (it  it  out,  it  had 
failed  with  circumftances  particularly  difgraceful  to  the  Brt- 
tifh  name.  Was  it  not  the  duty  of  the  Houfe  to  infift  upon 
ifiveftigating  the  bufmefs,  and  afcertaining  whether  blame 
.  was  to  be  attached  to  the  projedors  of  the  expedition,  of  to 
thofe  to  whom  the  execution  of  it  had  been  entrufled?  BiU 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  faid  we  had  no  right  to  make  en- 
quiry, and  that,  for  his  own  part,  he  would  advife  his  Majefty 
not  to  lay  the  requifite  papers  before  the  Houfe — and  why  ? 
becaufe  a  fecondenterprife  of  the  fame  nature  might  be  fet 
on  foot.  He  would  not  call  for  any  papers  which  it  was  im^ 
proper  to  make  public  ;  but  he  would  not  confent  to  a 
ihameful  compromife  when  the  honour  of  the  country  was  at 
ftake.  An  invcftigation  could  give  no  juft  ground  of  com- 
plaint to  our  allres,  and  could  be  objeded  to  at  home  only  by 
thofe  who  are  coofcioi^^  that  it  will  not  turn  out  in  their 
favour. 

Mr.  Tlemey  faid,  the  fpeech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
who  oppofed  the  motion  for  an  enquiry,  appeared  to  htm  one 
of  the  moft  extraordinary  fpeeches  he  had  ever  heard  in  that 
Houfe,  but  no  part  of  it  furprifed  him  fo  much  as  that  in 
which  he  objeded  to  an  tnveftigation  taking  place,  becaufe  it 
might  offend  our  allies,  the  Ruffians.  He  faid,  that  were  we 
rigoroufly  to  fcrutinize  their  condu6^,  and  to  tfasow  any  blame 
upon  it,  we  (hould  excite  jealpufy  betwixt  them  and  our- 
felves,  and  thirs  hurt  the  caufe  we  had  jointly  undertaken  to 
fnpport.  If,  when  a  treaty  with  Ruffia  was  firft  concluded^ 
or  before  tliis  enterprife  was  begun,  a  nfvsafiire  had  been  pro- 
poied  which  might  lead  to  (bmetbing  harih  bein^;  faid  ofv  the 
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Ruffians,  znd  to  jealoufies  being  excited  between  the  two 
nations,  the  right  Hon.  Gentleman  might  have  oppofed  ir 
with  fome  (hew  of  reafon.  But  thefe  jealoufies  already  exiftf 
each  party  defends  itfelf,  and  afcribes  the  failure  of  the  en-> 
terprife  to  the  mifcondufl  of  the  other.  An  enquiry  into  • 
the.truc  ftateof  th'-p  affair,  by  taking  away  all  opportunity  for 
groundlefs  recrhnination,  and  fixing  blame  where  blame  is 
due,  is  the  only  way  to  reftore  cordiality  between  them. 
Our  brave  army,  who  fufFered  fo  much,  have  a  right  to  in- 
fiftupon  an  enquiry.  The  Ruflian  General  cafts  themoft 
foul  imputations  upon  them.  He  writes  to  his  fovereign, 
that  his  men  were  in  want  of  every  thing;  that  they  were 
led  into  battle,  when,  from  ficknefs,  they  were  completely 
unable  to  fight,  and  that  an  important  engagement  was  loft 
by  the  Engliih  being  tw6  hours  behind  the  appointed  time  in 
beginning  the  attack.  He  thus  flanders,  in  the  face  of  £u* 
rope,  the  condu£l  of  the  Britifh  army,  and*  an  enquiry  is'the 
only  method  by  which  the  falfity  of  his  allegations  can  be 
proved,  hisafperfions  can  be  wiped  off,  and  the  faultlefs  con* 
AuSt  of  pur  countrymen  difplayed  to  the  world.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  himfelf  had  blamed,  the  Ruflian  General  for 
getting  us  into  the  fcrape;  yet 'lie  obflinately  fets  his  face 
againft  an  enquiry,  and  pledges  himfelf  to  difluade  his  Ma* 
jefty  from  laying  before  the  Houfe  the  papers  necefTary  to  its 
taking  place.  Is  this  to  be  endured  when  another  expedition 
is  taliKd  of ;  when  the  RiifTians  are  kept  that  they  may  again 
a£l  with  us  on  the  continent  in  the  fpring  ?  Is  it  too  much 
to  call  for  enquiry  when  both  fides  break  out  into  mutual  ac- 
ciifations,  and  when  both  muft  be  eager  that  their  condoft 
ihould  be  examined  t  No  bad  confeqtiencescan  follow  from 
it;  it  mu(l  be  defirable'to  all  concerned,  and  produdiveof 
the  greateft  advantages  to  the  country.  For  this  glorious  ex- 
pedition, which  has  neither  been  difaftrous  nor  expenfive, 
which  has  been  rather  lucrative  in  a  commercial  point  of 
view,  and  which  has  raifed'our.miiitary  charadler,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  (lated  that  the  grounds  were  threefold.  Its 
firft  objeft  was  to  gain  pofTcffion  of  the  Dutch  fleet.  This, 
I  believe,  was  an  objeft  of  it,  but  a  vcryfubordinate  one, 
one  of  infinitely  Icfs  importance  than  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
tleman  reprefents  it.  It  is  never  once  mentioned  in  the 
treaty  concluded  wiih  the  Er|ipcr*or  PanI,  where  the  grand 
plan  of  the  expedition  is  delineated.  We  might  think  it  a 
very  convenient  thing  if  we  (hotild  be  able  to  refciie  thefc 
Oiips  from  the  power  ot  our  enemies;  but  thp  folc  obje£t  of 
V'ot»  1. 1800.  Z  z  the 
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the  Emperor  of  Ruijia  cerminly  was  lo  reftore  the  Stadtholder 
to  the  Unired  Provinces.  The  fecond  ground  on  which  th^ 
^^pe4iciori  :Wgs  undertaken  was  for  the  deJivprancc  of  HoUatu} 
ffpm  the  y^ke  of  France.  The  third,  for  making  a  diver'* 
fioQ  in  favfKir  of  our  allies.  A  divcrfion  may  ofien  be  at* 
lirqdod  wi^h  excellent  eflfeds,  and  perhaps  this  one  was  of 
lervice-  But  ibe  right  hon.  Gentleman  can  furely  claim  little 
pierit  from  favtng  an  Auftrian  army  by  the  lofs  of  a  BritiOi 
one-  What,  however,  are  the  benefits  which  refuUed  to  the 
allies  from  our  lapding  on  the  coaft  of  Holland  i  We  are 
told  that  it  operated  at  Novi.  I  wonder  it  is  not  faidthat  it 
yras  the  caiife  of  the  capture  of  Seringapatam.  But,  Sir» 
this  battle  was  fought  on  the  i5th>of  Auguft,andon  the  loth 
of  SepteKkber  there  was  fcareely  a  French  foldier  in  Holland. 
Qeneral  Maflena  defeated  the  Auflrians  at  a  time  whei)  our 
troops  were  on  the  continent,  and  when  th^  fupplies  wer^ 
fent  bim  which  had  been  aflifting  the  Dutch,  he  was  unable 
$0  make  much  greater  progrefs.  Thus  though  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  bad  ftated,  that  out  of  the  three  obje6b  propofed 
in  the  expcdiiion,  two  had  been  gained  ;  it  appeared  that  one 
only  had  been  fuccefsfully  purfued.  I  formerly  dated,  that 
J  thought  the  taking  of  the  Dutch  fleet  creditable  to  Minii* 
Ary ;  but  I  likewife  then  gave  it  as  my  opinion,  that  we 
Ihould  have  been  contented  with  that  acguifition,  and  hav^ 
proceedod  no  farther.  The  predidlions  I  then  delivered,  have 
^een  megrnfully  fulfilled.  The  fleet  we  have  gained  we 
fsannot  en^ploy :  it  furrcndered  to  us  only  from  the  hope  of 
foon  ferving  under  the  Stadtholder ;  and  I  refer  it  to  any  hooii 
pentlemani  if  the  failors  did  not  teftify 'the  utmoft  diflktif* 
.^dioR  upon  being  brought  to  this  country  in  the  manner  ii| 
Vhich  they  were.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  does  not  go 
i{uitc;  fo  far  as  to  fay  that  we  delivered  (folland,  but  he  con- 
fends  that  Minifters  had  fufficient  reafon  to  believe  that  thef 
would  be  able  to  deliver  it.  We  a(k  what  thefe  grounds 
nvere  which  juflified  the  attempt;  but  the  right  hon.  Gen^ 
tlemaA  (brinks  from  the  enquiry.  It  woi»Id  be  improper  to 
|iifelofe  them  ;  and  all  thatiiq  tells  us  is,  that  he  is  a  follower 
of  Lord  Burleigh,  the  prime  Minifler  of  Qiieen  Elizabeth. 
I  do  not  contend  that  it  would  not  be  of  advantage  to  this 
^CunUY  that  Holland  fliofjld  he  refcucd  from  the  dominion  of 
Ipra^ice  ;  but  I  contend  that  ^ovef  pment  were  rfot  juftifieci 
fjn  making  fo  arduous  qn  attempt,  without  being  afTured  of 
^he  good  Mrill  of  the  natives,  and  that  if  they  had  any  fucl^ 
nfTttranceSj  Utey  did  not  avail  themfelves  of  them  as  ihev 
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ought  to  have  done.     What  objedion  can  there  be  to  lay  be-^^ 
fore  us  the  favourable  intelligence  they  had  frotn  Holland^  if 
any  fuch  exiftQd.     Thefe  Dutch  friends,  in  my  opinion^  do 
not,  from  theii'  conduft,  defcrve  that  any  very  great  delicacy' 
Ihould  be  (hewh  them.     But  if  it  is  improper  that*  their 
names  flionld  be  made  public^  flill  this  is  ho  reafon  againflF 
the  produftion  of  their  letters.     There  is  fuch  a  thfng  as  at 
fecret  commhtee.     Before  this  theaffairr  of  the  Batik  harf 
been  laid  open,  and  with  regard  to  thefe  the  moft  inviolaWef 
fecrccy  had  been  prefcrved.     Before  a  fecret  cotmnittee  \ht 
moft  delicate  bufmefs  can  betranfaded  with  perfeft  fecurity 
to  all  parties.     But  I  will  not  infift  upon  theit'  names  bein^ 
produced.     Let  us  onfy  have  copies  of  \heir  letters,  with  a 
blank  wherever  there  fhouM  be  a  proper  riai^e  improper  xdr 
meet  the  public  eye.     This  method  was  fucccfstully  prac- 
tifed  in  the  laft  war,  with  refpect  to  thofc  engaged  in  thd 
affair  of  Ufhant.     Why  then  muft  we  have  merely  the  af- 
fertion  of  Minifters  that  preffing  invitations  were*  fent  frotii 
the  leading  men  in  Holland  to  come  and  take  poflcflion  of 
that  country  ?  If  they  really  did,  does  it  not  feem  ftrange, 
that  vi^hen  the  array  landed  in  Holland,  no  fymptoms  of  af- 
fedion  for  the  Engliih  were*  displayed  ?  That  there  (houM 
not  have  been  a  rifing  in  this  quarter  or  that,  would  have  beenr 
no  way  aftonifhing.     But  there  was  not  only  no  generaf  in- 
farreflionin  their  favour,  but,  though  they  remained  in  th<^ 
country  in  prodigious  ftrength  for  fix  weeks,  no  one  mstn  of 
any  eroineoce' declared  himfelf  their  friend  during' alf  that 
time.     I  (bould  like,  though  I  have  no  curiofity  fo  know  the 
names  of  the  writers  of  thefe  letters,  to  be  told  their  dare,' 
for  very  likely  Miniftry  did  not  accept  of  their  invitations  at 
the  proper  time,  and  like  wife  the  part  of  the  coaft  where 
They  requefted  ms  to  land.     This  likewrfe  is  of  importance, 
for  if  we  were  invited  to  the  Helder,  we  were  foon  (HeWn 
that  we  had  nothing  to  expfeft  from  the  profeffions  and  proi 
mifcs  of  the  perfidious  Dutch,  and  ought  inftanfly  to  have 
given  up  the  enierprife.     If  we  were  invited  to  other  parti 
of  the  coaft,  where  we  would  have  met  with  a  friendly  re- 
ception, what  did  we  do  at  the  Helder,  of  the  aiic^idns  of 
whofe  inhabitants  we  were  ignorant  ?    Lei  Miniflers  juftify 
themfelves  it  they  ca:n,  by  producing  the  docun^ents  upon 
which   their  conduft  was   founded.     It  if?  uncohfliTtrtion^ 
and  an  infult  upon  this  Houfe  to  (ay  that  this  caoffot' be  dona 
.confiftcnily  with  the  prefervation  of  fecrccy.     It  hasbectt 
given  as  an  inftance  of  the -Dutch  being  well- affected  to 
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Great  Britain^  that  the  peafants  did  not  drive  ofF  their  (beep 
and  oxen  from  the  Helder,  nor  carry  away  their  provifions  ; 
but  the  Tight  hon.  Gentleman  foon  after  mentioned  another 
circumftance  which  completely  accounted  for  the  firft ;  ev^ry 
thing  which  was  procured  from  the  Dutch  was  regularly 
and  fully  paid  for.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  does  not 
need  to  be  told  that  the  Dutch  are  fond' of  gain,  and  that 
they  will  never  refufe  a  (hilling  for  a  piece  of  goods  from 
any  one,  and  fell  the  fame  for  fixpence. .  This  is  not  only 
Dutch  human  nature,  but  human  nature  all  the  world  over* 
Miniders  fufpeding  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  country 
might  not  fcruple  to  fell  their  commodities  for  a  good  price 
even  to  the  French,  had  feveral  years  ago  brought  a  bill  into 
Parliament,  obliging  the  farmers,  upon  the  appearance  of  an 
enemy,  to  drive  their  cattle  from  the  coaft,  and  to  remove 
their  corn  with  the  greateft  poffible  expedition.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  fatd  that,  from  general  reafoning,  we  were 
(lire  of  a  friendly  reception  in  Holland ;  that  every  nation 
iiChich  had  been  fubje^  to  France,  longed  to  throw  ofF  her 
galling  yoke.  This  pofit ion  is  not  true  without  an  excep- 
tion :  yfhen  Switzerland,  the  country  of  all  others  which 
has  received  the  greateil  injuries  from  France,  Avas  evacuated 
by  Madcna's  army,  we  do  not  find  that  the  inhabitants  gave 
the  Auflrians  a  very  warm  reception,  or  that  they  very  eagerly 
embraced  the  offer  of  entering  into  the  fervice  of  England  ^ 
the  Dutch  had  infinitely  lefs  to  complain  of  from  their  con- 
querors :  they  had  only  to  pay  a  few  contributions,  and  wer& 
left  in  the  quiet  pofleflion  of  their  property :  this  was  fuffi- 
ciently  grievous,  to  be  fure,  but  by  no  means  to  be  compared 
to  being  obliged  to  maintain,  at  their  expence,  a  numerous 
army.  Neither  had  we  any  experience  of  their  good  will, 
nor  any  evidence  to  that  purpofe  from  fads.  From  the  mo- 
ment the  army  landed,  it  was  evident  that  the  inhabitants 
were  hoftilc  to  us,  and  from  that  moment  the  enterprife 
pught  to  have  been  abandoned.  Why,  from  motives  of  va- 
nity, obflinately  perfevere  in  an  undertaking  which  was  evi- 
dently hopelefs  r  Will  any  man  pretend,  then,  Sir,  that  there 
are  no  grounds  for  an  enquiry,  when  the  expedition  was  un- 
dertaken without  any  fuflScienf  reafon  to  expedthe  friendly 
co-operation  of  the  natives,  which  was  abfolutely  neceiTary 
to  its  fuccefs,  at)d  when  it  was  periiflcd  in  attcr.it  was  clearly 
proved  that  tlicy  were  ^loftilely  inclined?  My  hon.  Friend, 
who  opened  the  debate,  afked,  Why  the  expedirion  was  folong 
put  oSi  apd  ilated, .  that  in  the  eiid  of  Auguil  tempeftuous 
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weather  might  be  looked  for.     I  expected  that  feme  Cogent 
reafon  would  have  been  afligned  by  the  tight  hon.  Gentleman^   ' 
but  no  fuch  reafon  was  produced ;  our  army  was  not  fooner 
ready.     But  I  (hoUld  like  to  knoWySir^  why  the  militia  bill| 
which  had  conferred  fuch  benefits  upon  the  country » was  not 
fooner  pafled  ?  The  expedition  had  been  long  in  coitempla-* 
tion,  and  the  Ruffian  treaty  was  figned  on  the  iSth  of  June. 
In  this  cafe  much  mpre  good  might  have  been  effeded  bv  a 
divcrfioni  as  it  might  have  been^made  at  an  earlieV  perioCof 
the  campaign.     The  army  would  have  b^en  in  readinefs  o 
a£t  at  the  beginning  of  the  feafon,  when  favourable  weath& 
might  have  been  expe£tedy  and  the  expedition  undertaken 
with  fome  profped  of  fuccefs.     The  delay  was  not  the  only 
evil  occadoned  by  the  latenefs'of  the  period  at  which  the 
militia  a£l  was  pafTcd.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman  faid  that 
he  never  would  forget  the  day  when  he  faw  the  Britifh  troops, 
enthufiaftic.  with  the  love  of  their  king  and  country,  and 
fired  with  a  noble  defire  for  military  fame,  fet  fail  from  the 
coaft  of  England;     I  did  not  witnefs  the.embarkation,  but  I 
have  heard  moft  moving  accounts  of  it  from  thofe  who  did, 
and  from  thefe  accounts  I  cantiot  fay  that'  I  regret  my  not 
having  been  prefent  at  the  melancholy  fcene.     I  Ihould  have 
feen  numbers  of  fine  young  men  who  had  been  entrapped  by 
the  lure  of  ten  guineas,  ill  clothed,  unacquainted  with  their 
officer,  and  wretchedly  difciplined,  (hipped  off  for  an  inhof- 
pitable  fliore,  there  to  be  iiaughtered  and  to  flanghter  one 
another.     Sir,  I  maintain  it,  and  will  prove  it  at  the  bar  of 
this  Houfe,  when  it  (ball  go  into  a  committe  of  enquiry, 
thar  the  (late  of  thefe  recruits  from  the  militia  was  (hock- 
ing in  the  extreme,  and  that  that  was  a  caufe,  and  a  prin* 
cipal  caufe,  of  the  failure  of  the  enterprife.     They  were 
brave.    Sir,    I   allow  ;    none  of  them    tefltfied  a  want  of 
cojurage  ;  but  many,  if  not  all  of  them,  were  ill  difcip- 
lined, and  were  always  apt  to  get  into  confufion  from  their 
ignorance.     They  (hot  each  other  in  numbers,  and  to  their 
incapacity  to  make  thp  common  manoeuvres,  is  to  be  attrU 
bAited  the  lofs  of,  feveral  of  the  brave  officers  who  fell  in  the 
ill-concerted  enterprize.     They  fell  frequently  into  diforder, ' 
and  their  officers  in  their  attempts  to  rally  them,  were  mark* 
ed  out  by  the  enemy's  riflemen.     I  put  it  to  the  feelings  of 
theHoufe,  if  ihis,.of  irftilf,  is  not  a  fufficienf  grcun*!  t\ff  an 
enquiry  r   I  call    particularly  upon  the  colonels   of  (nilitia, 
who  muft  yet  feel  a  ftrong  afFedlion  for  thofe  whom  they  for- 
merly commanded^  and  mud  coniider  them  in  the  iJghr  of 
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theif  chttAren.  Let  them  come  forward  and  inflfl  tipon  know-* 
ing  the  reafons  why  liine  was  not  give  A  thefe  men  to  be  driN* 
UA  to  he  cV>thed,and  to  become  acqtiafnted  with  their  offi-^ 
ccrsy  that  tAey  m^ht  have  hsk)  aneciiial  chance  in  facing  theif 
oppofienti  ?  In  another  poiA«  of  view,  the  affair  16  dl faTlrous* 
Can  it  ^  fuppoied  that  thefe  men  will  return  from  fuffering 
ftich  u<expe£ted  and  unneceiCiry  hardlhips,  with  the  fame 
attac^nient  to  the  Governmehty  and  zeat  for  the  fervice,  as 
•^^  they  fet  out  ?  I  would  beg  leave  to  mcntiot>  another 
{t)ionvenieiK:e  produced  by  the  hurry  wiili  which  the  exf^edi- 
i^in  was  fitted  our.  From  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the 
/thcr,  for  ieveral  weeks,  it  was  impoflrble  to  travel.  Horfca 
and  carriages  were  every  wh^re  feized  indifcrimfnately  to 
nanfpori  the  troops,  may  people  were  (topped  upon  import- 
ant journeys  and  the  greateil  diforder  was  produced  o^er  the 
whole  face  of  the  country.  Perhaps  all  this  was  neceiTary ; 
let  them  Miniftei«  come  forwacd  to  prove  that  it  was  fo.  In 
my  opinion,  by  paffing  tl)e  Militia  Bill  a  (tw  months  fooner^ 
all  thefe  evils  might  have  eafily  becii  avoided. 

At  length,  on  the  aid  of  Aoguft,  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombte 
landed  on  the  coatlk  of  Holland.  Much  has  been  faid  in  praife 
of  this  general,  but  not  more  than  he  deferves,  all  his  adions 
zrt  unimpeachable — his  conduct  during  the  whole  tranfadiorr 
was  meritorious  in  the  extreme.  With  io,eoo  men  he  got 
poiTeflton  of  the  Helder.  On  the  27th,  he  was  reinforced 
by  General  Don*s  detachment,  which  placed  him  at  the  head 
of'L^vOoo  men,  yet  he  ^remained  in  the  pofition  he  had  ori- 
ginally taken.  Is  if  not  ftrange  that  15,000  men  headed  by 
a  General,  appointed  with  the  beil  officers,  and  going  by 
invitation,  (hould  not  be  able,  or  (hould  think  it  impru'^ 
dent  to  advance  ?  If  the  Dutch  were  weH  aiFeded,  why  did 
they  not  they  Inftantly  declare  tbemfelves  ?  Their  expeda- 
tions  rauft  have  been  fully  anfwered  in  the  .force,  which  was 
font  for  their  relief :-— No  French  troops  were  in*  Holland  to 
keep  them  in  awe.  Yet  no  one  joined  us,  or  ^edified  the 
fmalleft  attachment  to  our  caufe.  From  that  foment,  I 
maintain,  that  the-  enterprise  was  hopelefs,  and  the  right 
hon.  Gemleman  ought  to  have  been  fcnflble  that  it  was  fo. 
He  has  read  us  a  letter  from  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie,  in 
which  that  General  exprefles  fanguine  hopes  of  being  fcxm 
able  to  penetrate  to  the  Waal,  ahd  to  finifli  the  war  in  one 
campaign.  But  had  the  right  hon.  Secretary  laid  before  us 
Sir  Ralph's  letters,  of  a  date,  a  few  days  latery  we  would  pro- 
bably («e  language  of  a  very  different  import.     It  is  unfair 

>  to 


F»».  10.1       WOO  WALL'S  PAftLUMHNTARY  REPORTS.  3  $9 

to  the  Houfe  to  re»d  a  fingle  Jener,  and  not  the  wboI«  cprxef^ 
pondence.     Above  all  it  is  unfair  to  that  illiiftrious  command 
der.  .  On  Wis  account  I  wilh  for  ftn  enquiry.     I  am  fure  it 
would  turn  out  to  his  honour.    Tb^re  are  queftions  which  hfi 
alone  can  anfvtrer,  and  which  would  probably  preire  the  right 
bon.  Gentleman  to  be  be  the  firft  of  war  Miniften.  ^  I.  can*' 
not  but  femark  that  molt  of  the  expeditions  undertaken  under 
bis  aufpiccs  have  been  fmgularly  unfortunate.     St.  Aiomia^ 
go,  where  a  few  more  guineas  were  expended,  and  \  few 
tnore  lives  loft  than  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  been  (leaff 
pi  toflate  to  have  been  the  cafe  in  Holland,  waa  at  laft  va^ 
puated  V  Corfica  was  evacuated  ^  Quiberoa  was  evacuate 
with  circumftances  no  way  honourable  to  the  Britiih  nam^ 
J3ttt  when  fuch  an  expedition  was  neceflary  and  (lipulaied  for, 
why  did,  not  *his  Royal  Higbnefs  the  Duke  of  York  fail  at 
the  fame  time  with  General  Don  ?  There  is  likewife  anor 
ther  queftion  which  I  fliould  wi(h  to  have  anfweredv     Why 
we<se  all  our  forces  fent  to  one  place  ?  There  were  upwardls 
of  32,000  Britiih  troops,  and  nearly  19,000  Ruffians,  thT^T 
only  17,500  had  been  Itipulated  for,  in  all  betwixt  43,  and 
45,000  men.     What  an  immenfe  force  to  be  cooped  up  in  a 
narrow  peninfula^  where  but  few  could  a^  at  a  time.     It  iy 
Ar^ngethat  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  who  is  fo  fond  of  di« 
verftons,  did  not  think  of  making  a  dtverfion  •  to  fome  other 
^quarter. .  This  19  a  point  which  only  military  men  can  de* 
terovine,  and  the  Houfe  is  bound  to  examine  officers,  that 
fhey  may  difcover  the  truth;     I  pledge  myfelf  tiut  there  ar« 
not  three  Generals  vfho  will  fign  a  psiper  approving  pf  the 
•plan.     It  is  (Irange  that  Miniders  ihould  not  court  aa  en«- 
quiry  which  would  clear  up  all  difficulties,  and  evince  tbeif 
iniiocence  to  the  world.     Forty- five  thoufand  men  were  fijc 
weeks  in  Holland,  and  were  unable  to  advance  above  twenty^- 
iive  miles.     Yet  there  is  nobody  to  blame  1  I  beiieve  that  aU 
though  the  Dujce  of  Marlborough  had  cemmantkd  the  army 
inftead  of  his  Royal  Higbnefs  the  Duke  of  York,  that  its 
operations  would  have  been  equally  unfuccefsful.     But  whe« 
ther  his  Royal  Higbnefs  concluded  the  cap iinlfttion  from  in* 
llruAions  he  had  received,  or  of  his  own  accord,  be,  in  my 
opinion,  (hould  have  demanded  aoequiry.     The  matter  refts 
between  him  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.     Miniiler^  re<» 
fijfe  an  enquiry  ;  he  therefore  (hould  have  infiAcd  upon  one. 
This  is  the  only  way  in  which  be  can  ihift  the  difgrace  fr«ii^ 
))iqf|feif  and  the  gallant  officers  who  ferved  under  hiin,  to  thob 
ppon  Y^hut^  i|  p^gbf  19  Ue.     I  have  no  teafon  to  make  any 
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apology  for  the  liberties   I  ufe' with  the  name  of  his  Royal 
Highnefs.     Although  he  (hould  one  day  be  my  fovereign  ho 
will  not  think  the  worfc  of  me  for  having  been  folicitons  for  * 
the  honour  of  the  Englifli  army.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
fees  nothing  difgraceful  or  detrimental   in  the  capitulation 
at  the  Helper.     We  gave  up  8oco  feamen^  who  were  merely 
lumber.    His  Royal  Highnefs  had  not  beea  of  the  fame  ojpi- 
nion,  c*e  be  would  have  acceded  at  once  to  the  demand  of 
Geneftl  Brune,  or  rather  begged  the  French,  as  a  favour,  to 
takc*>2ck  all  their  prifohers  now  in  England.     The  capitu<» 
latv^y  Sir,  feem*^  to  mc  to  enfix  an  indelible '.0ain  upon  the 
n^ional  character— it  is  fhameful  and  difgracfui ;  it  infiifia  • 
^eep  wound  upon  the  foldiers*  honour.     A  king's  fon,  who 
commanded  40,000  men  capitulated  to  a  French   General 
•who  had  only  31,000.     We  owe  it  to  our  fovereign,  and  we 
owe  it  to' our  conftityents  to  enquire  ftriftly  into  the  caufes 
of  this  unheard  of  difgracc.     The  expedition  either  failed 
from  unforefeen  accident5,  or   from  the  folly  of  thofc  who 
planned  it.     Let  thefe  circumftances  then  be  dated,  or  let  the 
gtiilty  be  dragged  forth  to  pnnifhmcnt.     I  do  not  wilb  to  haf* 
rafs  any  man  ;   1  only  defire  tovindicate  the  military  charao 
ter,  and  I  think  it  effcntial  that  it  Ihould  be  vindicated,  at  a 
moment  when  it   is  openly  profefled  that   we  have  thrown   , 
away  the  fcabbard  ;  when  it  is  faid  we  are  engaged  to  dethrone 
a  military  ufurper,  when  an  eternal  war  againft  France  is 
declared,  thofe  who  vote  for  the  war  ihould  fupport  the  mo* 
tion  ;  thofe  who  vote  for  the  war  Miniders  (hould  certainly 
oppofe  it.   The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  dating  the  expence 
of  the  expedition,  was  guilty  of  a  few  inaccuracies.    Whe*- 
Iher  it  is  exa£l  as  to  the  amount  of  the  money  paid  tocohtrac* 
tors  for  tranfports,  &c.  I  will  not  pretend  to  fay  ;  but  I  know^ 
■for  certain  that  a  merchant  of  the  city  got  for  his  (hare  alone 
585,cool.     The  Ruffian  fAjbfidy  for  17,000  men  he  has  to- 
tally omitted,  and  that  may  be  fafely  cllimatcd  at  a  million 
ftcrling.  He  (hould  likewife  have  ftated  the  levy  money  given 
to  thofe  who  volunteered  from  the  militia,  and  the  expence  to 
the  nation  of  thofe  familits  who  had  been  killed  or  wounded. 
— 105,  perhaps,  only  died-  in   the  hofpital,  b^t  how    many 
wounded  died  without  being  brought  10  the  ho(pital  ;  how 
many  left  it  uncured  ;  how  few  of  ihofe  who  Jefi  it  will  be 
able  to  gain  their  daily  bread  ?  The  other  fide  of  the  account 
was  equally  unfair.     The  Dutch  fliips  are  not  his  a(rets,  he 
has  them  merely  in  truft.     I  quedion  whether  the  numbei'  of 
feamen  will  be  really  reduced  ;  Lord  Pupcan  dill  keeps,  a    , 
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)ftrg€  fleet  ia  the  Nartk  Sea5.  The  expcdhioa  has  been  everjt 
w«y  diraflrous  ;  and  it  will  not  be  the  lead  of  the  evils  it  ha^ 
brought  upon  the  country  if  it  (hall  be  the  caufe  of  the  cha<r 
M&er  of  Parliament  being  hurt,  to  the  degree  in  which  it 
mud  fuflFer  if  this  motion  is  rejc(:ied.  Mr.  Tiemey  faid^that 
though  be  knew  Minifters  ivould  find  means  to  fcrcen  theoKi 
felves,  he  did  not  exped  that  they  would  have  thus  peremp** 
torily  oppuied  the  motion.  He  cited  feveral  precedents 
Habere  an  enquiry  h^ad  been  voted  upon  grounds  much  lefii 
ftrong  than  had  been  advan(;ed  in  the  preient  inftance»  partly 
ctilar ^  in  the  time  of  the  iliuilrious  Onflow,  when  an  Engliili 
fleet  had  been  beat  by  an  inferior  one  of  the  ^emy.  ner« 
Mr.  l*icrney  read  the  very  fpirited  addrefs  the^  voted  to  hia 
Majcfty,  humbly  preifing  him.  to  lay  the  papers  oeceflTary  foi: 
an  invefiigation  btfore  the  Houfe,  and  concluded  by  iaying^ 
I  hope.  Sir,  that  it  wHl  appear  to  be  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  to*night,  and  that  you  will  foon  have  atk  opportur 
nity  of  addrefling  his  Majedy  in  (imilar  words«      . ;/; 

•Mr.  Pitcl%fal  rofe«io  make  a  few;  obfervations  upon  fom^ 
^nts  of  the  fpceches  of  the  two  hon.  Gentlemen  (Mr.  She* 
xidan  and  Mr.  Ti«rney)  who  had  taken  a  principal  fliare  iq 
ihe  difcuflion  of  tlie  prtfent  qucQion.  It  was  much  tiie  har 
bh  of  thefe Gentlemen  to  make  certain  refledions  on  the  con- 
AvlGl  of  Parliament,  which  tended  to  imply  that  the  majority 
of  the  Houfe  did  not  fpeak  the  fentimcnts  of  their  cc^nilir 
tuents  ;  and  that  Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  alone  cxprciT- 
cd  the  real  opinion  and  wiOies  of  the  nation  at  large.  But  if 
at  were  impaftially  confidercd,  would  it  not  be  found  th^t'if 
the  Houie  adopted  the  opinions  held  out  by  ihofe  Gentlemen 
they  would  be  adopting  fentiments  that  had  been  frequently, 
alroon  unanimoiilly  repudiated  by  the  Houfe,  and  as  generally 
xlifapproved  of  by  the  bulk  of  the  people?  For  contrary  to 
their  general  and  repeated  aflcrtion  it  fo  happened  that  when- 
ever the  country  was  appealed  to,  it  always  dcrcided'in  favour 
of  the  opinions  and  the  meafures  adopted  and  purfued  by  his 
Maiefty's  Mini(lcrs.  As  10  any  difgrace  which  was  infinu- 
;ited  mufl  attach  to  Parliament  from  the  reliance  they  placed 
in  the  prefent  Adminiftration,  upon  due  cxaminatton  it  would 
^ippear^  that  this  difgrace  had  uo  exigence  but  in  the  biaifed 
imagination  of  thofe  who  contended  it  did  txi(l ;  the  voice  of 
the  country  fuliy  contirrncd  the  oppofiie  opinion  ,  for  upuja' 
^very  appeal  to  the  public  judgment  $t  had  been  proved,  that 
the  pifihs  hirherto  aatd  upon  hv  Minifters  had  been  generally 
approved,  and  that  in  no  occauon  had  they  loft  a  particle  of 
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the  credit,  the  confidence  and  the  cfteem  which  they  enjoyed 
with  the  country.  0tit  he  would  now  fay  a  word  more  im- 
mediately touching  the  queftion  before  the  Houfe.  He  would 
alky  for  whofe  fai/sfa£tion  was  the  enqtiiry  to  be  inftituted  ) 
Both  the  Gentlemen  who  had  fo  forcibly  called  for  an  inves- 
tigation have  allowed  that  no  blame  attached  to  the  Britifli 
foldiers  and  officers — it  was  imputable  only  tb  the  Ruffian — 
(a  cry  of  No^  No.fr.m  the  Oppojition  Bench) — It  was  fome- 
what  furprifing  that  thefe  Gentlemen  (hoiild  difclaim  their 
aflertion ;  but, dill  he  was  fure  he  diftindly  heard  the  mover 
of  the  queflion  fay,  that  he  exculpated  altogether  the  Britiih 
army'  The  enquiry  was, then  merely  to  be  inftiiuted  to  re- 
fute a  reprefentation  made  to  the  difcredit  of  the  Briiifh 
troops  Vy  a  Ruffian  officer — but  was  Parliament  to  be  applied 
to,  to  fati^ty  doubts  which  a  Ruffian  officer  gave  rife  to  at  the 
Court  of  St.  Peterfburgh,  while,  no  doubt,  the  fubjcd  remain- 
ed in  the  breaft  of  Parliament  itfelf  ?  We  contend  that  fuch  a 
Parliamentary  enquiry  could  be  attended*  with  no  good  ;  it 
icciuld  op)y  create  jealoufy  and  ill  hum(tur.  Indeed  ftlmoft 
every  point  in  difpute  was  conceded  by  the  Geniieineii  who 
Were/o  isager  for  zx\  enquiry^ it  was  conceded,  that  theob«>- 
jedof  the  expedition  was  a  Britlfti  objed,  and,  had  it  fuc- 
ceededy  wopid  no  ^oubt,  have  been  approved  by  thofe  who 
wero  now  fo  fprward  to  cenfure  it — it  was  al  To  conceded, 
that  the  charader  of  the  Britifli  army  never  flood  higher  than 
it  did  nt  prefent.  Where  then  was  the  caufe  of  blame  ?  Ao 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Sheridan)  regretted  indeed  the  manner 
in  which  the  Dutch  failors  delivcrtd  up  their  fleet,  and  la- 
mented the  bad  example  which  it  >voiild  hold  out  to  ouf 
Britifli  feamen.  If  then  the  whole  of  the  expedition  had 
fucceeded,  there  would  be  much  more  treachery  and  corrupt 
tion  to  lament,  and  confequently  a  more  pernicious  exam- 
ple held  out,  as  the  Uuich  army  would  tl^n  h4ve  ad<»pted 
the  fame  mutjnotis  and  treacherous  condud  as  the  Dutch 
navy.  Indeed,  the  two  Gentlemen  he  had  already  aljuded 
to,  differed  as  widely  on  this  fiibjeft  as  the  one  of  them  (Mr. 
Sheridan),  had  differed  from  himfeh  in  the  beginning  and 
(end  of  hi$  fpeech.  This  incunHflency  had  already  been  ably 
detcftodand  animadverted  on  by  his  right  hop.  Friend  (Mr. 
Dundas),  when  he  obferved  that  the  fame  tranfafiion  had 
^een  reprefented,  as  honours blc  and  dtfgraceftil,  or  that  im- 
mortal honour  was  acquired  without  any  glory.  It  was  alfo 
aflerted  that  if  the  expedition  had  ended  with  the  capture  of 
the  Dutch  fleet,  it  would  have  been  wholly  unexctptionablo. 
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XbU  he  would  deny^in  the  manner  It  had  beeii  conduced  it 
was  entitled  to  much  honour,  but  if  abandoned  after  the  fiecit 
had  been  taken»  it  muft  prove  highly  difgraceful,  and  be  re- 
garded only  in  the  light  of  an  ad  of  fwindUng,  as  we  ihould 
appear  to  turn  our  back  upon  Holland  without' any  attempt 
to  rfsftore  her  government,  or  refcue  her  from  the  enemy,  as 
Xooo-  as  we  got  pofleflion  of  her  navy,  than  which  nothing 
ijn  his  eyes  could  be  more  fcandaious  and  diAionourable* 
Very  ftron^  language  was  made  ufe  of  refpeding  the  manner 
that  the  men  had  been  drawn  from  the  militia.     They  were, 
it  was  faid,  feduced  by  a  lure  of  ten  guineas ;  they  were  per- 
fedly  undifcipHned ;   they  were  devoted  to  certain  death. 
Without  offering  a  bounty,  how  was  the  recruiting  fervicc 
to  be  promoted  i   The  fame  zeal  was  no  longer  to  be  ex« 
pede4  from  them;  yet  10,000  men  had  (ince  been  procured 
without  any  attempt  to  entrap  them.     It  was  alfo  aflcrted 
that  the  propofed  enquiry  would  be  attended  with  no  danger ; 
that  the  names  of  thofe  who  gave  information  to  government 
might  be  ieft  in  blank ;  a  blank  alfo  might  be  left  for  their 
place  of  refidence;  then  the  whole  might  thus  be  filled  up 
with  blanks ;  and  confequently  no  information  could  refult 
from  fuch  an  enquiry.     But  it.  was  faid,  might  not  the  en- 
quiry be  entrufted  to  a  Secret  Committee  ?  He  would  leave 
it  tathe  Houfe  to  confider  how  much  they  could  depend  upon 
the  fecrecy  of  a  Secret  Committee.     In  every  point  of  view 
the  enquiry  appeared  to  htm  to  be  attended  with  danger,  and 
upon  the  whole  to  be  ufelefs.     Now,  as  to  the  difgrace  that 
was  {M  to  attach  to  the  clofe  of  the  expedition,  he  could  not 
well  fee  the  grounds  of  it ;  to  capitulate,  was  certainly  not 
defirabl^,  or,  in  the  abftrad,  was  not  entitled  to  credit  or 
praife.     But  after  the  firft  point  was  gained,  that  of  taking 
the  fleet,  and  when  the  other,  jtk$  refcuing  of  Holland  from 
French  oppreflion  had  failed,  was  it  not  an  ad  of  wifdum  to 
bring  back  the  army  as  entire  as  poflible  ?  To  be  beat  was 
no  di(grace  to  any  general,  efpecially  when  the  circumftances 
of  (Ituation,  or  untoward  and  unforefeen  accidents,  had  led 
to  that  defeat.     Such  was  the  cafe  of  our  army  in  Holland. 
To  have  inundated  the  country,  was  aflerted  to  be  more  dif- 
graceful ;  yet  without  having  recourfe  to  this  fevere  meafure, 
or  to  a  capitulation*  the  rear  guard  of  the  army  muft  have 
been  facrificed  ;  wifdom,  policy,  and  humanity  feemed  to 
have  diftated  the  plan  that  was  adopted ;  for  was  it  not  better 
to  give  up  8000  French  prifoners,  than  to  facrifice  1000  Bri- 
tiOi  troops,  and  Uiat  to  no  purpofe  ?  On  every  view,  ho  could 
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take  of  the  fubjeA,  he  could  fee  no  objeA  to  be  acquired  by 
granting  at)  enquiry^  but  much  danger  if  it  was  enteral  into : 
on  theft  grounds  be  would  oppofq  the  motion. 

Mr.  Af.  A.  Tafht  afTured  the  Hopfe,  that  the  fupport  he 
-was  ready  to  gire  to  the  prefent  motion  did  not  arife  ffl6ra 
any  thing  like  party  fpirit.  He  was  confident  that  m  fo  do- 
ing he  acted  iu  conformity  with  the  wifhes  of  a  great  majo- 
Tity  of  the  country,  on  whom  the  failure  of  the  expedmon^ 
and  the  capsulation  of  the  Duke  of  York,  had  made  the  moft 
deep  and  ftrious  fenfation.  He  anxioufly  hoped  that  Parlia* 
ment  would  enquire  into  the  mifcarriage  of  an  enftefprifc 
•which  wa$  looked  to  with  fuch  general  expectation  of  fuc- 
cefs»  ^nd  upon  which  fo  much  of  the  blood  and  treafure  of 
the  nation  had  been  expended  to  no  efFe^it.  He  certainly  was 
Jiappy  that  to  a  certain  decree  it  had  fucceeded  ;  bu%  whea 
an  army  of  about  30,000  n^en  had  entered  Holland  without 
being  able  to  accomplilh  any  thing  like* the  object  they  had 
in  vieWy  fome  fotid  fatisfactqry  anfwer  (hould  be  adduced  for 
fo  marked  a  mifcarriage ;  Parliament  fhouMnot  reft  fatisiied 
"with  the  ipfe  dixit  of  a  Minifter ;  it  (hould  be  clearly  made 
out  to  whom  the  blame  juftly  applied.  The  attempt  to  re- 
Tcue  Holland  he  had  always  fupported  ;  and  he  felt  it  was  ef- 
fential  to  this  country  that  Holland  (hould  not  be  adyerfe  to 
Us.  His  wKh,  thereforci  was  to  be  informed  upon  what 
ground  the  expedition  was  undertaken ;  why  it  was  not 
planned  and  fent  out  earlier  ;  for  the  latenefs  of  the  attempt 
was  in  a  great  mcafure  the  caufe  of  its  mifcarriage.  As  to 
the  mode  in  which  the  militia  had  been  treated,  he  had  aU- 
ways  difapproved  of  it.  It  was  a  meafure  which  bereft  the 
militia  of  all  its  fpirit ;  and  fuch  was  the  opinion  of  the  ge- 
nerality of  the  militia.  oRiG^rs,  which  he  hoped  they  would 
now  come  forward  and  cxptefs.  The  country  gentlemen 
were  driven  from  the  militia ;  its  principal  officers  were  dif- 
gufted  with  the  treatment  they  had  received :  in  (hort,  the 
militia  was  loft  to  the  country.  This,  in  his  opinicm,  was 
ftrong  ground  of  enquiry.  But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
(ihc  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer),  never  during  his  whole, 
adminiftration  would  confcnt  to  any  enquiry.  But  if,  on  an 
Occafion  like  the  prefent,  the  Houfe  did  not  ferioufly  prcfs 
foran,eriquiry,  their  inqiiifiiorial  capacity  was  gone.  Blame 
muft  attach  either  on  the  army  or  on  Minifters.  The  en- 
quiry would  decide  on  which  of  rhem.  His  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Sheridan),  had  faid  that^  though  Minifters  were  proved 
to  be  Iti  faulty  the  country  would  not  call  fur  their  removal. 

He 
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lie  differed  efientlally  from  himi  and  was  certain  the  CQiinfr| 
would  remove  theix^,  and  replace  them  by  Gentlemen  on  hi$ 
.  fide  of  the  Houfe.  He  was  not  meaiy-mouthed  when  he 
talked  of  Miniflers,  He  was  ready  to  declare  they  had  np 
talents  for  carryine  on  a  war  ta  laugh^.  Gentlemen  might 
take  what  he  Paid  for  a  joke  ;  but  he  did  not  mean  it  a«  fucb« 
He  fincetely  lamented  the  lofs  of  the  many  brave  men  th^t 
h^d  fallen  in  this  ill-fated  expedition ;  he  alfo  regretted  the 
fall  of  the  many  thoufands  employed  in  it,  though  not  p4r<r 
ticularly  connected  with  him  and  this  country.  He  therefore 
felt  himfelf  bound  in  confcience  to  vote  for  the  proppfed  eni 
quiry. 

Mr.  H.  Mdington  obferved,  that  having  maturely  aqd  dlP- 
paflionately  confidered  the  nature  of  the  propofed  enquiry^ 
It  appeared  to  him  to  reft  upon  two  grounds:  firft,  upon  the 

I  propriety  of  forming  an  opinion  of  a  meafure  from  its  re- 
tilt ;  and  feCondlyy  th^it  in  confequence  of  a  confider^ble 
failure;  there  ihould  prife  a  neceflity  of  enquiry.  But  thofi; 
Gentlemen  who  fupported  the  motion  bad  not,  perhaps',  care- 
fully confidered  that  the  mod  ill-advifed  meafures  had  often 
produced  the  moft  brilliant  fucccfs  ;  and  that  the  wjfeft  and 
beft  planned  project^  had  terminated  in  difafter  and  defeat. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  would  admit  that  it  was  not  ih  mortal 
man  to  command  fucccfs,  and  government  could  not  under- 
take to  controul  the  elements.  Much  had  been  faid  upon 
the  nature  of  the  Dutch  ;  he  certainly  did' not  know,  nor  did 
he  deflre  to  know,  what  might  have  been  the  information  re- 
ceived from  Holland  by  his  Majefty's  Minlfters ;  but  as  he 
believed  human  nature  to  be  the  fame  in  every  country,  it 
followed  that  the  Dutch,  harraflcd,  plundered,  and  .opprelTed, 
mud  have  fincerely  wifhed  for  emancipation  from  French 
tyranny  j, 

■  '*  The  fldh  will  quiver  where  the  pincers  tear, 
•*  TKc  hlood  wili  toliow  whtit  the  kni*e  is  driven." 

And  it  was  impoflible  to  fnppofe  that  the  Dutch  would,  if 
favoured  whh  an  opportunity,  fupport  their  forrpws,  th^ir 
regret,  and  indignation.  He  coniendfd  that  gove^nm^nt 
would  have  been  guilty  in  a  great  degree,  had  it  not  qaade 
the  attempt,  and  concluded  with  an  eulogy  on  the  {kill  ao4 
valour  of  the  genera)$  cniph)ycd  in  the  eicpediti^n*  and  the 
courage  and  intrepidity  of  the  army. 

Sir  Jama  Ai.  rulten^y  faid,  he  did  not  wiflj  to  enter  intQ 
any  deifiil  refpecting  the  expediiion,  but  rofe  merely  for  thu 
pUrpcfe  of  fetting-thehon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Tierney),  right 

with 
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vritti  refpect  to  the  numbers  of  the  refpective  armies.  The 
£ngli(h  and  Rufliai>  army  has  beea  Rated  at  45,000  men, 
;iQd  that  of  the  French  jiyOoo.  He  did  not  pretend  to  an 
jiGcnrate.  knowledge,  but  be  believed  the  numbers  of  the 
forces  mighi  be  eAimated  at  36.000  meiiy  of  whom  latterly, 
th^re  wefe  about  i 0,000  in  killed,  wounded^  and  miffing. 
The  French  might  have  had  25  or  30,000  men  in  the  action 
of  the  2d  ;  and  from  the  6th»  at  the  lime  when  the  conven- 
tion was  ^greied  to,  the  enemy  was  continually  receiving  re» 
inforceoients.  Large  bodies  of  troops  had  been  drawn  from 
the  frootiers  of  France,  which  were  replaced  by  battalions 
from  the  interior,  and  therefore  the  force  of  the  enemy, 
wbiob.^as  fuperior  in  numbers,  was  every  day  becoming 
more  Cq.  Had  the  army  been  treble  the  force  of  the  enemy 
it  ipud  have  embarked,  and  the  reafons  became  more  preifing 
in  coafequence  of  its  inferiority.  There  was,  in  his  mind, 
a  clear,  evidept,  and  abfolutc  neceflity  for  making  a  facrifice  , 
in  order  to  embark  with  fecurity.  With  refpect  to  the  ob« 
fervations  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  on  the  bounty  of  ten  gui* 
neas,  and  the  boys  who  were  faid  to  have  been  feduced,  he 
ihould  fay  that  he  underftood  the  bounty  was  chiefly  taken  by 
men,  who  had  been  either  in  the  militia  or  regulars,  and 
were  good  men,  and  foldiers.  As  to  the  want  ot  diCctpline 
on  tiie  continent,  it  certainly  was  not  to  be  expected  that  men 
unacquainted  with  their  officers  could  act  with  the  fame  re- 
gularity, ftrictnefs,  and  difcipline,  as  others  who  were  ac- 
cudomed  to  their  commanders ;  yet  fome  allowance  ought 
to  be  made,  and  he  could  fay  more  from  fpeculation  than  from 
actual  fact,  that  the  men  fo  enlifted  had  conducted  themfelves 
well. 

Colonel  Hopf  noticed  and  explained  the  difference  of  the 
paper  in  Mr.  Tierney's  poflcflion,  and  that  read  by  Mr.  Se- 
cretary  Dundas,  with  refpect  to  the  articles  of  expenditure ; 
and  Mr.  Long  having  alfo  particularly  explained  the  caufe  of 
the,  apparent  difference  between  both,  as  in  reality  the  ex- 
traordinary expenditure  amounted  to  i8o,oool.  only,  Mr« 
TV/n?^'^  admitted  that  he  was  perfectly  fatisfied  with  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  difference  was  explained. 

Mr.  Long  and  Mr.  Tierney  faid  a  few  words  on  the  fame 
fubject. 

Mt:  Sheridan  faid,  that  after  having  been  indulged  at  fuch 
length,  he  (hould  not  trefpafs  long  on  the  patienCe  of  the 
Houfe.  He  was  induced  principally  to  rife  from  two  allu- 
fions  that  had  been  made  to  him  j  one  by  an  hon.  Gentle- 

man 
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man  near  him  (Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor),  and  one  by  an  hon« 
Gentleman  oppofite  (Mr.  Addington).    His  hon.  Friend  had 
accufcd  hiii\  of  being  mealy  mouthed-i-^aii  objection  whtcb 
was  feldom  made  to  him,  for  in  genend  he  was  accufed  of 
being  too  plain  a  fpeaker.     But  he  accufed  htm  of  having 
taken  a  line  of  candour,  for  which  he  ought  to  apologize  in 
faying,  that  he  did  not  wi(h  to  difpoflefs  Minifters  of  their 
places,  and  that  the  country  Would  not  wi(h  to  fee  them  diC- 
pofTeflVd,  evcfi  though  they  might  difapprove  of  their  cotxluct 
in  this  expedition.     He  affured  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  he 
blamed  him  without  reafon.     He  had  no  fuch  camlour*    He 
fmcereiy  wiflied  to  fee  Minifters  difpoflefled  for  the  good  of 
the  countiy^  and  if  any  thing  that  he  could  urge  or  fay  would 
bring  this  event  about,  he  would  exert  every  efFoit  in  his 
power.     What  he  had  faid  was,  that  in  his  prefent  motion, 
he  was  not  prompted  to  this  enqtitry  merelf  to  jprbve  to  the 
country,  and  to  the  world,  the  incapacity  of  nis  Majefty's 
Minifters,  for  it  coul/d  not  redoUnd  to  national  honour  or  tp 
national  benefit  to  do  that,  if  no  other  refult  was  to  come 
from  it.     But  the  hon.  Gentleman  faid,  that  he  was  confi'*^ 
dent  the  opinion  of  the  country  was  againft  his  Majefty's 
Minifters  in  this  expedition,  and  he  was  fincereiy  delirbus 
of  turning  them  out,  and  of  feeing  the  Gentlemen  on  that 
fide  of  the  Houfe  pafs  oyer  to  the  other.     In  this,  faid  Mr; 
Sheridan,  it  is  truly  creditably  to  the  hon.  Gentlemen,  that 
he  would  not  pafs  over  with  us;  he  would  reft  in  the  mid- 
way ;   he  would  reft  in  that  chair,  which  it  requires  the 
grcateft  talents  and  the  greateft  lefped  to  fill.     Now,  as  to 
the  alUifion  from  the  h^^n.  Gentleman  on  the  other  fide,  his 
chief 'objcdion  to  the  motion  was,  that  it  had  hot  been  made 
in  0£lober  iaft,  before  the  failure  of  the  e^cpedition  was 
known  ;  or,  after  it  was  known,  that  he  had  not  made  it 
after  Parliament  was  adjourped!  He  had  given  notice  of  his 
motion  oii  the  firft  day  after  the  meeting.     It  was  for  Mi- 
nifters to  anfwer  for  its  being  long  delayed,  fince  they,  and 
not  he«  had  made  the  adjournment.    It  had  been  bbjeded  to 
him  that  be  had  ^na^e  ufe  of  the  word  difgracc.     Surely  in 
the  ufe  of  this  term  he  hadexprefled  (ilmfelf  clearly  with  re- 
gard to  al}  the  oncers  and  men  engaged  in  the  execution  of 
the  enterprit'e,  and  had  limited  the  word  to  the  planners  only. 
Nothing  could  be  more  clear  than  that  the  mere  failure  of  a 
military  expedition  was  not  in  itfelf  ^  difgrace  :   a  town 
might  be  befieged  and  taken,  though  the  garrifon  had  diC- 
playe4  ^U^  greaieft  courage  and  perfevcrance.    Circumftaftces 
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might  defeat  the  mod  ob^mate  yatour  ;  bat  what  he  thought 
Bcceilarily  brought  dtl^race  along  whh  it,  was,  when  9 
country  wasdeli^ed  by  promifes  which  were  not  kept ;  when 
t  people  was  tempied  by  offers  of  protedion  to  (hew  thein- 
felvesy  to  manifeit  their  fentiments  ^  and  when,  inftead  of 
fhe  protedtop  held  oiit  to  them»  the  planners  of  an  expedi^ 
lion  were  forced  to  capitulate  for  their  own  retreat.  This 
was  what  he  afcribed  to  the  charader  of  the  late  expedition. 
They  entered  North  Holland,  holding  out  to  the  inhabitants 
ofFersof  prots&ion,  and  inviting  them  to  rife.  It  was  tri^e, 
indeed,  that  the  people  did  not  obey  the  invitation  ;  but  fup-^ 

E^k  that  they  had,  and  that,  trufting  to  the  promife  of  Greart 
ritain,  they  had  come  forward,  and  that  afterwards  they  had 
been  abandoned,  would  n(»t  the  natjon  have  been  difgraced } 
Would  it  not  haye  been  refponfible  for  all  the  blood  that  rouft 
have  flowed^from  fu^h  an  iflue  ?  If  France  had  invaded  Ire- 
land with  45,000  men,  aiul  had  profefled,  as  the  Britifli  pro- 
felled  to  the  Dutch,  that  they  were  come  to  refcue  them  from 
oppreflTion  and  tyranny — the  mere  fuppofition  gave  rife  to  a 
melancholy  fentiment ;  for  they  had  feen,  with  all  their  pre- 
tended  knowledge  of  Human  nature,  that  45,000  men  had 
not  induced  the  Dutch  to  give  up  the  horrors  of  French  fra- 
ternity, or  to  prefer  the  friendffaip  of  Great  Britain  to  the 
evils  under  which  they  groaned;  but  would  any  man  fay, 
that  if  45,000  French  had  landed  in  Ireland  during  the  in- 
furreAion  there,  that  Britifli  influence  would  have  been  as 
great  upon  the  people  of  Ireland,  as  French  influence,  with 
ail  its  iniquity,  was  upon  the  Dutch  ?  But  if  45,000  French 
had  landed  in  Ireland,  had  held  out  offers  of  protedion  to 
^he  people,  and  had  afterwards  been  forced  to  enter  into  a  ca- 
pitulation for  their  own  efcape,  would  any  man  fay  that  they 
would  not  have  beeu  difgraced,  and  that  they  would  not  have 
|)een  anfwerable  for  all  the  horrors,  the  whippings,  the  half 
hangings,  and  the  whole  hangmgs  that  took  place  after  the 
rebellioB,  ]n  that  miferable  country?  In  like  manner  hp 
affixed  tl)e  term  difgrace  upon  the  men,  who,  without  the 
certainty  of  keeping  tlicir  word,  boafted  of  their  power,  and 
frommitted  the  nation  to  theic  folly  and  their  incapacity. 

Much  has  been  faid  ^bout  the  diverflpn  which  this  made, 
.and  ihe  diverfion  was  a  fayouritjB  exprpdion  of  Miniders. 
Three  objeds  were  dated  to  have  been  in  view  in  the  expev 
.^ition,  two  of  which  were  faid  to  have  been  obtained :  hp 
jjepied  this  faiSt.  Two  of  the  objeds  were  incompatiUe-^ 
|f  it  were  one  of  our  ol^e£ts  to  replace  t)ie  Stadtholder,  it 
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cvnifH  not  be  our  objeft  to  take  their  navy.     But  if  was  a 
divcrfion  :  it  forced  the  French  to  fend  their  troops  into  Ho!-' 
land,  and  thus  we  affifted  the  allies  in  another  qnarter.  What, 
would  not  the  French  have  feni  troops  into  Holland  but  for 
this  expedition  r  A v/ay,  then,  wiih'French  oppreflion !  .They 
could  leave  the  Dutch  then  to  themfelves,    ^But,   if  the  ex- 
pedition was    meant   as  a  .diverfionj   Holland,  of  all'  other 
places,  was  the  word  for  a  diverfion  ;  fince,  by  the  nature  of 
the  country,  a  very  inferior  body  of  troops  could  fuccefsfully 
refift  a  greatly  fiiperior  force.     He  would  agree  that  it  was 
a  fair  thing  to  call  a  defcent  a  divcrfion,  where,  landing  on* 
an  enemy's  fliore,  yon  drew  great  bodies  of  men  fr6m  other 
quarters,  and  kept  them  in  play  ;  but  it  was  quite  another 
thing,  when   having  landed  wfth  the  profefled  objefl  of  te* 
placing  an  exiled  authority,  ami  having  failed,  you  came' 
home  and  called  it  a  diverfion.     You  had  no  right  to  call  it' 
by  fuch  a  name.     But  it  was  to   be   repeated;   repeated L  . 
What,  after  the  trial  which  had  been  made,  and  never  was  a- 
trial  fo  completely  made  of  the  difpofiiions  of  any  people  : 
could   infanity    iifcl.f  think    of  repeating   the  experiment  ?) 
After  having  entered  the  cotmtry  not  merely  with  a  fuperior, 
force,  but  with  a  force  fo  greatly  fuperior  that,  if  the. people 
were  in  their  heart?  at  all  difpofcd  to  come  over  to  the  Britifh^ 
they  had  every  temptation  ;  if  not  a  man  was  found  difpofed 
to  truft  us,  could  it   be   believed  that,   after  the  txpeiience 
they  had  had,  they  would  woix' come,  if  the  experiment  was 
tp  be  repeated  r 

Mr.  Sheridan  corurluded  by  exprefling  his  furprife^t  the 
condud  of  Minittfirrs  rtpon  this  iKrcafion.  He  did  expeft. 
that  they  woiil/i  endtavoiir  to  ha'c  made  the  enquiry  nuga<- 
tory,  but  thai  they  w.iuld  have  coh  urcd  their  indifpofition  to:  ' 
enter  into  the  invedijiaticm  with  fci'ne  plaufible  pretext.  He 
wasdifappointtd.  1  he  Houfe  had  ftcn  the  ^roimd  they  had 
taken,  aud  the  country  would  fee  their  poiivcs.  He  la- 
mented, for  the  fake  of  the  brave  army,  and  for.the  honour  of* 
the  nation,  that  they  thr^ughi  ir  Cfmr.Itent  with  couuiion  de- 
cency to  get- rid  of  the  fuhje^l  by  ftich  means. 

Mr.  Af.  Ai  Taylor  begged  leaw:  Ht  fay  two  words  in  ex- 
'  planation.  He  certainly  djd-not  nlfcrt  that  iheopu.ion  of  the 
coimtry  was  either  for  or  againfl  Minifters  on  the  fuhjeS  of- 
this  expedition ;  he  exprefled  only  Lis  wifh  that  ihey  would- 
agree  with  him  ;  and  it  fo^  he  th()uj;h{  the  removal  of  Mi- 
nifters  ought  to  follow  ;  biit  as  to  paifmg  over  to  their  places, 
))e  believed  the  hon.  Gentleman  full  as  anxious  for  a  place  as 

Vot.  I.  1800.  'I  B  hialfelf. 
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himfelf-     As  to  the  chair  he  never  defired  to  fee  it  more  ably 
fijUd. 

Ifoufe  divided^  and  there  appeared  for  the  motion, 
Ayes  -  -  45 

hots  -  -         -216 


Lift  of  the  Minority 
j^ronj  T. 

Adair,  R. 

« 

l^verie,  Hon.  W.  H. 

9uidett,  Sir  F* 

i^rogden,  J. 

^ird,  W.  W. 

Coke*  D.  P. 

Civ«idilh|  Lord  G. 

Combe,  H.  C.  (Lord  MIyor) 

Colhoon,  W. 

BuAdas,  Hon.  C. 

pctry,SirW. 

Crey,  C. 

Hufley.  W. 

Howardy  H. 

Kobhoufe,  B. 

Harrifon,  J. . 

Jekyll.  J. 

Jo&es,  T.  T. 

lCra)p>  X. 

Langftop,  J. 

lawrence,  Dr. 

• 

jUmoD,  Sir  W. 

Whitbread,  Sam. 


on  Ml**  Sh^idan's  Motion. 

Mibcr,  Sir  W. 
North,  D. 
Northty,  W. 
0(bome,  Lord  F. 
Patten,  Colonel 
Plomer,  W. 
Richardlbn,  J. 
Ridley,  Sir  M.  W. 
Robfon,  M.  B. 
Rnflel,  Lord  J. 
Ruflel,  Lord  W. 
St.  John,  Hon.  St.  A. 
$heridan,  R.  B. 

Smith,  W. 

•*  ■  •  •  . 

^tanlry,  Colonel 
Stanley,  Lord 

»  * 

Sturt,  C. 
Taylor,  M.  A. 
TieiTjey,  G. 
Tufton,  Hon.  H. 
Winnington,  Sir  f. 
Wcftcrn,  C.C. 


Tellrrt. 


Dcnifon,  W.  J. 


flOUSE   OF  LORDS. 

TUESDAY,  FIB.  II. 

fPtlliam  Lord  Hamilton  took  the  oaths  and  his  fcdt,  ^%  Lor4 
liamtlton  of  Ho1meiIon»  in  virtue  of  the  patent  granted  to 
ills  mother^  the  Ducheft  of  Argyle. 

Adjourned  till  the  next  day  at  four  o'clock. 

"  pousB 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TUESDAY,    FEB.    II. 

A  perfon  from  the  Exchequer  preft^nted  accounts  of  monies 
ifllied  by  order  of  his  Maj^ity,  purfuaiu  to  addreiTes  of  the 
Houfe,  and  not  made  good  by  Parliament.  Ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  brought  down  a  Mcflag^ 
from  his  Majedy,  which  was  in  fubftance  as  follows : 

His  Majefty  thought  it  right  to  inform  the  Hou(e  of  Comroont  that  thcrt 
had  arrived  in  this  country  three  ihips  from  Mogadoret  onthecoaftof 
Africa,  where  a  pl:igue  was  known  ro  rage  «t  the  time  of  their  departui«4 
That  thefe  veiiciii  had  goods  on  board  which  there  wat  reafoii  toAifpeft 
bad  been  fltipped  under  very  fufpiciou^  circumilarices.  Ttiaf  i  to  prevent 
nil  the  evil  confequencei  that  might  be  apprehended  from  the  ex^fitre  ^f 
theftf  goods,  his  Majeiiy  had,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  hiflkPrivy  CotintHs 
ordered  the  faid  Onps  Sind  cargoes  to  be  deftroyed,  and  recomtnended  to  his 
faithful  Commons  to  confidtr  if  any,  and  what  allorwauc^  fli6uld  be  made 
to  the  owners  of  the  fald  (hips. 

The  Meflage  being  read, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rtlovedJ  that  It  be  referred 
to  the  confideration  of  a  feledt  committee,  obferving  that  a 
minute  and  critical  enquiry  (hould  be  made  into  the  motives 
which  induced  thefe  (hips  to  fail  under  fo  fufpicious  a  cha* 
radler,  and.  that,  after  examining  the  invoices,  fuch  repara- 
tion Ihould  be  made  to  the  owners,  if  nothing  appeared  io 
criminate  their  conduft  or  intentions,  asthejuftice  of  the 
Houfe  {hould  think,  proper  and  adequate.*  The  utmoft  care 
Ihould,  at  tbe  fame  time,  be  employed  to  enquire  into  the 
mciiives  vvhich  prompted  fuch  hazardous  fpeculations. 

Sir  fniliam  PultctUy  faid,  ihat  he  was  credibly  informed 
that  ho  plague  raged  at  that  place  when  the  goods  were 
(hipped,  nor  was  there  any  reafon  to  believe  that  any  Conta- 
gion  could  poflTibly  arife  from  ihem-:  in  his  opinion,  there- 
ft»re,  it  was  improper  to  deftroy  them.  No  danger'  was  to 
be  apprehended  where  quaraniine  had  been  exadly  obferved^ 
as  hcvmud  fuppofe  ir  had  been  in  the  ^refent  indance.  The,, 
mcanire  of  deftroying  thefe  (hips  was  therefore  rather  too 
ha(Uiy  reforted  to.  But  he  would  not  an  that  account  refift 
the  pr^pofed  enquiry  ^  on  the  contrary,  he  approved  of  it,  a& 
n  would  lead  to  a  difcovcry  wheiher  there  were  fulEcichi  rea- 
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fons  for  deftroying  the  /hips,  &c.  and  that  with  fuch  •preci- 
pitation. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  afTured  the  worthy  Baro- 
net that  his  information  was  erroneous,  both  with  regard  to 
•ihc  hafte  with  which  he  ruppolcri  the  (liips  had  .been  dc- 
ftroyed,  and  to  the  rcafons  for  believing  that  there  was  no 
well-grounded  apprehenfion  of  a  plague  having  exifted  at 
the  time  and  place  alloded  to.  The  matter  in  queftion  had 
been  the  fubjeft  of  long  and  repeatt;d  enquiry,  and  the  moftr 
eminent  of  the  faculty  had  given  it  as  their  opinion,  that  the 
precaution  that  had  been  ufed  fhould  be  reforted  to:  that  the 
danger  of  a  contagion  being  fpread  froip'the  opening  andex- 
pofing  ef  thefe  goods  to  the  air  appeared  imminent  in  the 
extreme;  for  it  was  well  know  that  two  perfons  Vvho  had 
been  employed  in  putting  the  cargo  on  board  died  before  xhc 
fucceedLng  day.  It  was  not,  then,  too  much,  or  too  preci- 
pitate, to  adopt  the  precautions  that  had  been  taken.  -He 
was  happy,  however,  to  alTure  the  Houfe,  that  no  danger  of 
anykind  was  now  to  be  apprehended  from  the  circumilance. 

The  thanks  of  the  Houfe  was  then  voted  to  his  Majefly,  and 
a  feledl  committee,  conlilting  of  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Windham, 
the  Attorney  General,  Mr.  Bragge,  Sir  William  Young, 
Mr.  Burdon,  Mr.  Steele,  Mr.  Rofe,  and  Lord  Hawkelbury, 
were  ordered  to  repoft  the  fame,  with  their  opinions  thereon, 
to  the  Houfe. 

The  Attorney  CeneraU  previous  to  his  motion  for  renewing 
the  Sufpcnfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Adl,  moved,  That  au 
humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  praying  that  he 
would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  directions,  that  there  be 
laid  before  the  Houfe  a  lift  of  ine  names  of  jhe  per  fons  now 
detained  in  cuftody,  'in  virtue  of  an  act  made  tp  fectire  and 
detain  fuch  perfons  as  were  fufpected  of  confpiring  againft 
his  Majtfty's  government,  together  with  the  names  of  the 
prifons  in  which  they  were  detained,  and  the  dates  of  their 
Tcfpective  commitments. 

Sir  William  PuUeney  prefented  a  petition  in  behalf  of  Mr. 
Macdowal,  who,  as  a  merchant,  was  connected  wiih  the 
iflandsof  Grenada  and  St.  Vincent.  The  mercantile  honfe 
at  Glafgow,  to  which  Mr.  Macdowal  belonged,  had  obtained 
the  fum  of  24.0.000I.  otit  of  the  loan  granted  in  aid  of  the 
merchants  belonging  t'o  ihefe  ifljnds.  The  commercial  em- 
barra(Tmen*s  ftill  exifting  that  gave  rife  to  the  loan  which 
Parliament  had  granted,  the  prayer  of  the  petition  was,  that 
further  time  might  be  allowed  them  for  the  repayn  enM>f 
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their  firft  inftalment,  it  appearing  that  the  petitioners  had* 
now  funds  and  property  in  their  pofleflion  more  than  fuffi- 
cient  to  make  good  the  Turn  which  ilill  remained  due  on  their 
part.  The  petition  was  then  brought  up,  and  Sir  William 
Pulteney  moved  that  a  committee  be.  appointed  to  examine 
into  the  nature  of  the  facts  upon  which  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  was  founded. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  expreired  his  fatisfaction^ 
that  the  hon.  Buronet  had  confined  himfelf  to  that  motion. 
It  was  of  importance  both  to  the  individual  whom  it  con* 
cerncd,  and  to  the  public  ^t  large,  that  the  merits  of  fuch 
petitions  (hould  be  minutely  enquired  into.  Above  all,  the 
greatell  caution  Ihouid  be  obferved  in  committing  and  efta* 
bliihing  thi:  principle  laid  down  in  the  petition.  If  thecir- 
cumllances  were  fuch  as  Hated  in  the  petition,  he  faw  no  rea- 
son for  refufing  to  accede  to  the  prayer  of  it,  after  a  felect 
commiiice  (hould  have  had  fufficient  time  to  invedigate  and 
pronounce  upon  its  merits.  ' 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table» 
The  l^Iewfoundland  judicature  bill  was  read  a  firft  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fccond  time  the  next  day. 

THE  LABOURING  POOR. 

Mr.  fVhitbread  xh^n  rofe  to'make  his  propofed  motion  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  explain  and  amend  the  act  which 
regulates  the  wages  of  artificers  and  labourers.  When  he 
had  fir(t  the  honour  of  making  a  fimilar  motion,  he  had  the 
good  fouune  to  meet  with  the  countenance  and  fupport  of 
fevcral  Gentlemen  whom  he  did  not  now  fee  in  their  places, 
and  his  propofitjon  was  aiFentcd  to  nem,  con.  After  he  had 
brought  in  his  bill,  and  only  upon  the  motion  for  its  being 
read  a  fccond  time,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer)  objeciedMo  the  provifions  of  it,  obferving 
that  a  I  borough,  re  vifion  qf  the  poor  laws  was  necelTary,  and 
he  pledged  himfelf  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  that  purpofe.  'The 
bill  was  brought  in  and  printed,  hot  was  never  brought  under 
the  difculfion  of  the  Houfe.  lie  woul^  not  now  aitempl  to 
canvafs  the  merits  of  that  bill ;  it  was  fufficient  to  fay  that  all 
its  provifion*?  were  regarded  as  abfuluiely  impraflicahlc. 
Siill,  in  th(^  hopes  that  the  light  hon.  Gentleman  would  per- 
feverc  in  his  intention  ot  bringing  in  his  bill,  he  (Mr.  Whit- 
bread)  dtTifUd  from  luaking  any  further  motion  that  (effion. 
Bur  nuw  finding  ihat  the  rii^ht  hon.  Gentleman  had  wholly 
^iven  up  all  idea  of  prnfcculing  a  mcafure  which  he  formerly 
i'eeised  lu  have  fo  much  at  heart,  he  himfelf  was  determined 
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1^  r^rt«W  his  t^(Hv^pli^  HHi  t6  iMvc  his  bill.  Thore  who 
kAew  him  ^otiM  n(yt  fitpp6fe  that  ht  wiihcd  the  poor  to  be 
6ve*rpa:id.  ttt  well  knew  that  in  many  places,  efpecially  in 
gteat  man\ifa£luring  towi^,  thofe  who  earned  more  than  was 
fufllkierit  to  provide  for  theit  families,  ufually  fqtjandcred  the 
fiiTptosaway  in  deftrudive  and  ruinous  luxuries.  But  in 
'  every  well- regulated  community,  artificers  and  labourers 
ftould  be  paid  fo  a^  to  be  enabled  to  keep  themfclves  and  fa* 
Hollies  in  a  comfortabie  fituaTion.  It  was  his  creed  refpe£l* 
hrg  the  poor,  that  no  cxcufe  fhould  be  left  them  for  doing 
tvroni;,  and  that  when  they  offended,  feverity  (bouid  be  cm- 
{>l6yed  in  punifhing  thcif  ciFences. 

He  hoped  the  Houfe  would  concur  with  him  in  that  opi- 
uSon  ;  arid  if  fi>,  how  was  it  to  be  reduced  to  praflicc  ?  The 
tight  hofl.  Offntlcman  had  contended,  that  nothing  effefiual 
tduld  be  done  by  regtilations,  that  all  mitft  be  the  refult  of 
principle ;  amd  that,  in  amending  the  poor  laws,  no  regula- 
,tion  could  be  made  refpeding  the  amount  of  wages,  but  that 
labour  (bouM  be  left  to  find  its  own  level ;  it  was  impoflible, 
however,  that  labour  (hould  find  its  own  level,  as  the  laws  on 
that  head  now  (Unid,  What  firft  gave  rife,  in  his  mind,  to 
the  idea  of  the  bill  he  wi4hed  to  introduce,  was  the  fituatton 
f»  which  the  poor  were  reduced  in  1795.  Their  diftrefles 
ffhen  were  nearly  the  fame  as  they  are-  now ;  and  very  ex- 
i:mplary  attention  was  Hkewife  then  (hewn  by  the  richer 
c^lfcs  to  alleviate  their  diftieflfes ;  but,  before  thpy  received 
Ihat  relief,  the  preffurc  under  which  they  laboured  was  ex-, 
treme«  The  farmers  would  not  raife  tlw  price  of  labour  ; 
jhe  conftjlu'd  the  ftatute  bmik,  but  could  difcover  nothing  in 
it  that  anM  compel  the  farmers  to  do  their  duty.  The  juf- 
IJGcs,  he  round,  had  no  power  to  grant  relief;  but  they  were 
ar^<cd  with  power  roopprefs  the  pnon  In  virtue  of  the  5th 
of  Elizabeih,  cap.  4th,  the  juftices  had  the  power  of  rcgu- 
Ja-tlng  the  Tfmximum  of  labour.  This  was  highly  opprcllivc 
-and  injurious  to  the  labouring  poor.  A  law  therefore  ap- 
f^eared  necelfary  for  enabling  the  jufiices  to  regulate  alio  the 
mrrlmtim  of  labour.  In  this  view  he  begged  leave  to  fubmk 
his  luolion  To  the  Houfe  for  reviving  his  former  bill.  He 
wiOicd  only  that  it  might  be  read  a  firli  time  and  then  piinted, 
arjd  A  proper  interval  aiiowcd  for  a  thorough  confidefatinn  of 
i;.  Gentlemen  might  have  an  opportunity,  when  in  the 
country,  of  copfuliifg  whether  it  might  prove  b<»neficijl  or 
not.  He  could  not  cxpc£l  that  it  would  .meet  wiih  that  ge- 
l^eral  ciMicVrrcus^e  which  it  might  receive  if  it  came  from  the 
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Other  fide  of  the  Houfe.  All  he  entres^te^  w^s,  that  44  mighl 
be  examined,  with  care  and  attention.  He  alfo  begged  it  tQ; 
be  Remembered  that  the  bill  wpuld  go  nqt  to' compel,  but  ta 
enable  the  njagiftrate  to  do  jnftic^  to  the  poor.  The  1»^» 
indeed,  if  ena<fted,  might  generally  lie  dormant,  and  only  bt 
enforced  in  hard  times  when  the  poor  were  opprefled  as  they 
noware  in  i'everal  didrifis.  He  had  attentively  examina4 
the  exiting  poor  laws»  and  the  more  he  examined  thefd  the 
more  convinced  he  was  that  the  fault  lay  not  in  the  Uw« 
themfelvcs,  but  in  the  execution  of  them.  Where  ihey  were 
well  Q^tecuted,  the  poor  enjoyed  as  much  comfort  as  if  waf 
poffible  for  them  to  enjoy.  But  where  tbey  were  notdul^. 
enforced,  the  poor  endured  the  mod  intolerable  mifi^f  teas;  ta 
prevent  thefe  abufes  was  the  obje£t  of  his  bill.  He  would, 
therefore  conclude  by  moving,  that  leave  be  givea  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  expbin  anc)  amend  fo  much  of  the  5ib  of  EUz. 
cap.  4.  as  empowered  juilices  of  the  peace  to  regMlaX^e  t)ie 
wages  of  artificers,  labourers,  &c. 

Leave  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  thougR  he  dif- 
approved  of  the  lueafure  propofed  by  the  hon.  Gcmlen!>an» 
be  would  not  oppofe  the  motion  which  he  had  made.  The 
fnbjedl  wus  not  to  be  lightly  treated  of ;  it  was  of  the  greafeft 
importance,  and  required  cool  and  deliberate  difciiflion.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  was  certainly  right  in  .fuppofing  that  this 
was  not  a  party  queilion.  It  intereRed  the  fcftlings  of  every 
individual,  and  from  which  ever  fide  of  the  HouTc  it  came^ 
it  would  meet  with  equal  attention:  The  hon.  Gentleman 
had  (Uted,  that  he  (the  Ch;;ncellor  of  the  Exchequer)  ha4t 
oppofed  the  motion  when  it  was  formerly  propofed,  and  that 
he  had  brought  forward  nothing  upon  the  fubjcfl  himfelf. 
But  he  oppofed  the  rneafure  formerly,  becaufe  he  was  can-, 
vihced  that  it  was  not  calculated  to  be  produSive  of  benefit 
to  the  lower  claiTcs  of  the  community,  not  becaufe  he  in-> 
tended  to  bring  torward  fome  preferable  plan.  When  the 
hon.  Gentleman  thinks  that  there  is  fnch  neccllitv  fot' the 
bill  he  propofes  to  bring  in,  and  that  it  will  tend  fo  effectually 
lo  meliorate  the  condition  of  the  poor,  why  did  he  not  bring 
}{  in  fooner ;  what  fatisfactory  reafon  can  he  affign  for  de- 
la)  ing  it  fo  long?  If  the  bilj  which  he  (the  Chanceltorof 
jhe  Exchequer)  propofed  to  bring  in,  was  completely  im- 
practicable, why  did  the  hon*  Gentleman  riot  bring  forward 
his  own  ?  Whether  the  bill  was  as  impolitic  as  it  had  been 
rt^prefented  to  be,  he  would  not  take  liine  to  confider ;  bdt 
^'       !  tha( 
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that  every  part  of  It  wa^  not  impracticable  was  evident  to 
every  one.  Many  claofo  of  it  might  be  inexpedient,  but 
might  certainly,  vf'wh  great  cafe,  be  reduced  to  practice. 
Was  it  impoffiblc  to  give  every  man  an  allowance  in  propor« 
tion  to  the  nurober  of  his  children,'  or  to  affift  thofe  who 
were  really  in  ficknefs  anddiftrefs?  He  would  not  argue  at 
length  upon  the  merits  of  the  meafure  now  propofcd  ;  but 
he  mull  lay  it  ftruck  him  as  highly  improper.  It  went  to 
introduce  Icgjflativc  interference  into  what  ought  to  be  al- 
lowed invariably  to  take  its  natural  courfe.  The  greater 
freedom  there  was  allowed  in  every  kind  of  mercantile  tranf- 
adions,  the  more  for  the  benefit  of  all  parties.  It  was  like- 
wife  always  inexpedient  to  frame  a  general  law  to  remedy  a 
particular  evil.  There  was  a  great  fcarcity  at  the  prcfent 
moment,  and  fome  individuals  of  the  labouring  clafs  might 
fuffer  from  it,  though  he  believed  that  clafs  fcldom  felt  fewer 
privaitioos  than  at  prefent :  yet  would  it  be  expedient  to  enact 
a  law  which  would  be  univerfally  binding  and  eternal  in  du- 
ration r  Befides,  the  principle  of  the  bill  was  inefficacious, 
and  though  it  was  adopted,  it  would  have  no  good  effect.  It 
propofes  one  Oandard  for  the  price  of  labour,  without  con* 
iidering  whether  the  labourer  is  young  or  old,  whether  ficlcly 
or  rpbuft,  whether^an  unmarried  man,  or  with  a  numerous 
family  to  fupport.  The  diftreifcs  of  the  poor  would  be  re- 
lieved not  by  any  general  law,  but  alone  by  parochial  aid  ad- 
miniftered  to  them  by  thofe  who  were  intimately  acquainted 
with  their  fituation. 

The  hon.  Gentleman  had  remarked  that  the  poor  laws,  in 
their  prefent- (late,  were  quite  fufficient  if  ihcy  were  (Irictly 
put  in  execution.  It- rather  feemed  ftrangc,  that  they  (hould 
be  complete,  and  not  contain  within  thim  fome  power  to 
enforce  their  execution.  He  himfelf  admired  the  fyftem  of 
poor  laws  in  England,  though  they  had  of  late  years  greatly 
degenerated  from  their  original  fimpl icily  and  efficacy.  It 
had  not  been  his  intention  to  ovcriurn  them,  but  to  feral 
them  to  their  original  principles,  and  to  give  them  fuch  fub- 
(tdiary  aids,  as  a  change  of  circumdanccs  had  now  rendered 
necelfary.  Whether  he  would  have  the  honour  to  bring  that 
bill-again  before  tljc^Houfe  he  was  extremely  uncertain.  He 
was,  as  formerly,  convinced  of  its  propriety  \  but  many  ob- 
jections had  been  ftartcd  to  if,  by  thofc  whofe  opinion  he  was 
bound  to  refpect.  Inexperienced  himfelf  in  country  affairs 
and  in  the  condition  of  the  poor,  he  was  diffident  of  his  own 
opinion^  and  would  not  prcfs  the  mcafure  upon  the  attentidu 
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of  the  Houfe.  But,  ftill  anxious  ^ar  the  good  of  his  fellow- 
men,  he  (hould  be  rejoiced  to  fee  any  meafure  propofed  whict^ 
promifed  more  effedually  to  relieve  the  indigent,  and  pledged 
himfelf  to  give  it  his  warmed  fupport.  ^ 

Sir  ffllifam  Young  was  of  opinion,  th^  the  bill  which  the 
hon.  Gentleman  had  moved  for  leave  to  firing  in  was  alto- 
gether unneceflary.  By  an  a£l  which  he  read,  the  juftices 
were  already  obliged,  undef  a  penalty  of  lol.  to  do  nearly 
what  was  required  by  the  hon.  Gentleman,  and  was  it  pro- 
bable that  an  ail  was  a  good  one  which,  though  enforced  by 
fuch  fevere  penalties,  had  Iain  completely  dormant  for  many 
years»  The  qualifications  of  the  workman  (hould  be  con- 
fiderjcd  as  well  as  his  wages.  He  gave  great  credit  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman  for  his  humane  and  laudable  intentions,  but  they 
certainly  we^e  mifapplied*  1 

Mr.  Buxton  thought  that  the  meafure  would  do  more 
harm  than  good  to  thofe  for  whpfe  benefit  it  was  propofed. 
It  would  fpread  the  mod  violent  alarm  among  them,  and 
tend  to  make  them  difcontented.  They  were  already  ex- 
tremely weir  off.  The  fcarcity  was  great,  but,  from  the  be- 
nevolent attentions  of  the  opulent,  at  no  time  was  the  con- 
dition of  the  labourer  more  eligible. 

Mr.  Z^^/ivr^  complained  of  the  inactivity  of  church-war- 
dens, and  maintained,  that  if  the  poor  laws  were  executed, 
they  were  already  fufficient  to  arifwer  all  the  purpofcs  pro- 
pofed by  them. 

Mr.  EUlfon  rofe  to  give  bis  decided  oppofition  to  the  mo- 
tion. It  had  pleafcd  Providence  to  vilit  the  country  with  a 
greater  fcarcity  in  1795  than  it  now  experienced.  By  the 
generous  exertions  of  the  higher  claffes,  the  poorer  had  been 
comfortably  fupported  ;  why,  then,  (hould  wc  think  of  now' 
introducing  a  law  which  is  proved  to  be  unneceflary  ? 

Mr.  tVUherf^rce  faid,  that  wc  (hould  be  careful  left,  in  our 
attempts  to  do  good,  we  ihould  be  the  authors  of  evil.  He 
approved  of  the  general  tenor  of  the  bill  formetly  propofed 
by  his  right  hon.  Friend  ;  particularly  of  that  part  of  it 
which  provides  for  the  better  edncailon  of  the  children  of  the 
poor,  and  hoped  that  the  bufmefs  would  be  revived  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  or  fome  of  his  friends. 

Mr.  Lefrore  explained. 

Mr.  iVhiibread  faid  he  had  delayed  bringing  forward 
the  meafure,  from  4he  promiies  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. The  plan  propofed  by  him  was,  in  eVery  pan  of  it> 
impra£licable,  yet  had  it  been  difcufled  by  the  Houfe,  it 
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might  have  been  fo  modiAed  and  improved  as  to  render  hb 
prelent  moiion  unnecelCiry-  It  had  been  faUl  that  great  fen- 
ration  had  been  excited  in  the  country  by  this  motion.  The 
pro^pedt  of  its  being  made  had  had  happy  eflfeds  in  that  part 
of  the  coliiitrv  where  he  refkied ,  and  the  fureft  method  to 
keep  the  people  quiet,  was  to  pay  attention  to  their  interefts*' 
It  gave  htm  pleaiure  to  reflect  upon  the  charitable  donations 
of  the  rich «  but  it  was  wrong  that  one  part  of  a  commu- 
nity (hould  depend  upon  the  bonnty  of  another.  The  habit 
of  taking  charity  befidcs  broke  the  fpirit,  and  extmgnithed 
every  fpark  of  independence  and  generofity.  The  obje£l  of 
the  bill  was»  not  to  fix  one  (tandard  for  wages,  but  to  fix  the 
pfinimum  which  could  be  given.  He  would  /uppofe  two 
parifhesy  in  one  of  which,  from  the  relidence  of  the  ^pro- 
prietor, a  labourer  was  able  to  earn  as  much  as  would  fup- 
port  bis  family,  and  another  where,  from  oppofite  caufes,  a 
labourer  could  not  earn  above  half  as  much*  That  this  was 
frequently  the  cafe  no  one  would  deny,  and  was  it  unrcafon*- 
able  that  a  rate  (liould  be  fixed  for  both  pari(hes,  by  which  the 
poor  (ho^ld  be  kept  above  want  ?  Yet,  when  he  propoTed 
this  meafure  in  time  of  plenty,  he  was  told,  why  unnecef- 
farily  dillufb  the  minds  of  the  people ;  and  when  in  time  of 
fcarcity,  why  unneceflfarily  alarm  their  fears,  A  double  edged 
fword  was  fMrefctlted  againd  him.  There  were  many  feverd 
laws  againil  combrnations  among  fervants ;  he  thought  it 
not  unreafonable  that  there  (hould  be  fometo  prefcnt  maf- 
tecs  frotn  combining  to  opprefs  their  fervants, 

Mr.  ElIifoH  faid  he  would  give  it  every  oppofition  in  hi*- 
power ;  the  difcuffion  of  the  fiibjeft  would  alarm  the  minda 
of  the  public.  The  poor  were  never  fo  kindty  treated  as  at 
prefent,  and  fo  far  was  he  from  agreeing  with  an  hon.^ Gen- 
tleman (Mr.Nichol)  who  on  a  former  night  talked  of  people 
being  fed  out  of  foup-lhops ;  he  wa$  happy  to  find  that  fo 
many  were  now  fed  from  fuch  places.  It  ^as  a  proof  of 
the  liberality  of  the  Gentlemen  of  this  country,  wh(^  denied 
themfelves  a  number  of  thofe  luxuries  they  had  been  ac* 
cuftomed  to,  in  order  to  relieve  tfce  oiftrefles  of  the  poor. 

Mr.  IVilberforce  faid,  he  would  give  the  fub)cct,"in  its 
future  ftagcs,  his  moft  ferious  coofideration,  and  do  all  he 
could  to  promote  the  object  the  hon.  Gentleman  bad  in 
view. 

Mr.  MTyithread  confidered  it  a  very  unfortunate  circuna- 
cum^ftance,  that  the  poor  of  the  country  (hould  be  obliged  to 
fubfift  on.  charity.     It  Avas  a  bad  principle  to  be  edablifhed 
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in  the  country ;  it  broke  their  minds,  and  deftroyed  their  in- 
dependence..^ He  confidcred  j)0  time  more  proper  tor  his 
meafure  thfin  a  period  of  dillrefs  and  fcarcity. 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Whit- 
I^ready  Mr.  Tierney,  &c.  were  ordered  to  prepare  and  bring 
in  the  bill. 

The  bill  for  continuing  the  act  for  the  voluntary  fervice  of 
the*militia  of  Jrelandy  and  the  bill  for  continuing  the  act 
for  punilhing  thofe  convicted  of  an  attempt  to  feduce  his  Ma- 
jcfty*s  troops,  were  feverally  committed.  The  Houfe  was  re- 
fumed,  and  the  reports  ordered  to  be  brought  up  the  next  day. 
Adjourned, 

HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

WEDNESPAYy  FEB.   12. 
DUTCH    EXPEOITiQN. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read, 
•    Lord  Holland  rofc,  and  fpoke  in  fubftance  as  follows  :— - 
My  Lords,  in  rifing  to  lay  before  you  the  motion  which  yoU 
ate  now  fummoned  to  conftder,  I  (hall  trouble  you  with  a 
little  explanation  of  the  motives  by  which  I  am  aduated, 
nor  attempt  to  exprefs  the  fenfations  which  I  fcek     I  hope, 
however,  that  the  part  I  ad  upon  this  occafion  will  not  be 
afcribed  to  vanity  in  offering  myfelf  to  your  attention,  and  that 
,  at  the  fame  time  I  am  not  deiirousof  feeming  too  much  to 
difparage  myfelf,  if  I  fsiy  that  it  is  with  theutmort  reludance 
that  I  now  (land  forward  to  agitate  this  quefUon.     I  trufted 
that  the  fubjeei  would  have  been  taken  up  by  other  noble 
Lords,  >whofe  authority  would  have  given  greater  weight  to 
what  they  propofed,  and  that  I  Ihould  have  been  fpared  the 
difcharge  of  a  painful  ta(k.     It  is  not  pleafant  for  me  to  re- 
flcA  that  it  has  been  fo  frequently  my  lot  to  differ  from  the 
majority  of  this  Houfe  upon  points  connedled  with  the  pre^' 
fcnt  war\     This  fenfation,  however,  is  not  accompanied  by' 
any  regret  at  the  language  I  have  held,  and  the  condu6l  I 
have  purfued.     I  ahi  fentible  only  ro  the  difagreeable  feeling 
of  tl^fpaffing  upon  the  patience  of  the  Houfe,  in  urging  argu- 
ments which  appear  lo  be  fo  oppoftte  to  thofe  which  are  ap* 
proved  of  by  fo  many  of  your  Lord  (hips. 

I  hope,  however,  you  will  believe  me  when  I  fay,  that  I  hat^c 
rcfolved  talay  this  motion  for  enquiry  int»  the  caufes  of  the 
failure  of  the  late  expedition  before  you,  firmly  convinced 
that  the  honour  of  this  Houfe  is  deeply  iutcrefied  in  the 

3  C  2  adoption 


3So  WOODFALL'S  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS.  [Lcius, 

adoption  of  it ;  and  that,  with  the  fentrments  which  I  enter- 
tain,  I  (hould  have  conceived  nnyfelf  culpable  had  I  not  given 
you  an  opportunity. of  pronouncing  your  opinion  upon  a 
matter  in  which  the  charadcr  of  the  nation  is  fo  niuch  con- 
cerned. 

I  am  fully  aware  of  the  difficulties  I  have  to  encounter  in 
engaging  in  this  argument.  I  wi(h,  indeed,  that  the  authors 
and  contrivers  of  the  expedition  had  been  equally  a,ware  of 
the  obftaclcs  they  had  to  furmount  when  they  embarked  in 
that  cnterprife..  I  am  fully  acquainted  with  the  charader 
and  climate  of  this  Houfe,  when  I  fubmit  my  motion  to  its 
condderation.  I  wi(h  that  his  Majefty's  Minifters  had  been 
equally  acquainted  with  the  fentiments  of  the  Dutch  people, 
and  the  climate  of  their  country,  when  they  expofed  the  ar- 
mies of  England  to  fuch  difailers  on  the  fiatavian  (hores.  I 
have  weighed  all  the  difcouragementsand  inconveniences  at* 
tending  my /notion,  but  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  fubmit  the  fub- 
je£l  for  your  decifion.  I  thought,  indeed,  that  an  event  fo 
extraordinary  as  the  catadrophe  of  the  Dutch  expedition, 
would  of  itfelf  have  roufed  all  the  fpirit  and  engaged  all  the 
attention  of  the  Houfe.  I  thought  that  the  very  circum- 
ftancc  of  45,000  Englifli  and  RufTian  forces  having  landed 
in  Holland,  after  having  gained,  as  we  are  told,  toiir  vic- 
tories, and  Tudained  a  fihh  adion,  the  refult  of  which  was  at 
lead  doubtful,  were  compelled  to  purchafc  their  efcape  by 
giving  up  8000  prifoners  frpm  the  gaols  of  this  country, 
would  have  been  ground  enough  to  call  for  enquiry,  without 
the  fupport  of  any  argument.  I  thought  that  a  thing  fo  un- 
heard of  would  at  once  have  didatcd  to  every  member  of  this 
Houfe  the  motion  which  I  now  make.  I  waited  for  fome 
time,  in  the  expedaiion  that  the  fubje£l  wouid  be  taken  up, 
and  it  was  not  till  a  few  days  ago  that  I  defpaired  of  feeing 
my  hopes  realized.  Whatever  difference  of.  opinibn  might 
exift  as  to  the  caufes  of  the  failure,  I  thought  that  as  to  the 
failure  no  doubt  could  be  entertained,  and  that  to  the  propriety 
of  enquiry  no  argument  could  be  oppofcd.  I  find,  however, 
that  it  is  contended  that  the  reAilt  of  the  expedition  has  been 
glorious  \  that  it  has  been  profitable ;  that  it  has  been  fatis* 
fadlory !  Truly  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  imagine  how  any  unbiafTcd 
mind  can  acquicTcc  in  fuch  an  opinion.  Some,  indeed,  af- 
feft  to  think  it,  if  not  difgraceful,  at  lead  difcreditable.  I 
would  afk,  howev^,  what  any  honed  man  will  think,  what 
Europe  will  think  of  an  army  of  45,000  Britifh  and  allied 
troops  buying  pcrmidiun  to  evacuate  Holland  by  delivering 


Feb.  11.]        WOODFALUS  PARLTAME'STARY  REPORTS.  3^1 

Up  eight  thoufaJid  French  prifoners  without  ranfom  ?  f  s  this 
a  tranfadlion  to  excite  no  indignation  ?  Is  this  a  fubjed  fo 
pafs  without  enquiry  ?  Can  any  man  doubt  whether  difgrace 
has  been  incurred  ?  Can  any  man  doubt  whether  our  arn^i 
have  been  foiled  r  Can  any  man  doubt  whether  our  plans 
have  been  difappointed  ?  Is  it  really  to  be  maintained  that 
there  has  been  no  failure  ?  What  was  the  opirlion  of  our 
enetnies  themfelves  ?  How  did  they  receive  the  news  of  the 
capitulation  ?  The  Prefldent  of  the  Batavion  Legiilative  Body 
fays>  that  in  confequence  of  that  event  the  partifans  of  Eng* 
land  apd  of  the  Stadtholder  were  obliged  to  hide  themfelves: 
that  no  fooner.was  it  known  than  the  public  funds  rofe,  and 
the  price  of  provifions  fell.  Our  enemies  confidered  it  as  a 
triumph,  the  friends  of  this  country  faw  it  with  mortifica- 
tion. 

It  is  true,  no  doubt,  that  the  fenfation  produced  by  this 
event  has  been  confidcrably  diminilhed  in  the  interval  which 
has  elapfed,  as  mull  ever  be  the  cafe  in  fuch  matters ;  but, 
was  not  the  univerfal  fentiment  when  it  was  (irft  announced, 
indignation  ?  Was  not  the  univerfal  cry  of  the  country  for 
enquiry  ?  Here  I  cannot  help  obferving  how  ill  the'obferva* 
tion  ot  the  noble  Secretary,  that  **  the  French  never  kept 
any  armiftice  they  ever  concluded,"  came  from  any  one  of 
his  Majefty's  Minidcrs.  At  the  time  when  the  capitulation 
at  Helder  was  frelh,  when  the  good  faith  of  the  Frei^ch  in 
that  affair  was  confirmed  by  that  excellent  officer  Sir  James 
Puheney,  how  could  the  noble  Secretary,  with  any  (hew  of 
reafon,  make  fuch  an  aflfertion  ?  How  could  he  even  indulge 
iri,  perfonal  invedives  againd  the  French  Commander  (Ge-» 
neral  Brune},  with  whofe  whole  proceedings,  refpeding  the 
capitulation,  we  had  fo  much  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  ? 

1  underftand  it  has  been  dated  that  the  lofs  of  the  Britifh 
troops  in  the  expeditipn,  was  no  more  than  800  men.  I  am 
extremely  glad  to  hear  this,  and  fhould  be  happy  to  fee  it 
edabliihed  on  grounds  that  could  not  be  difputed.  Even  this, 
however,  is  reafon  for  enquiry.  It  is  fit  that  the  nation 
ihould  be  made  acquainted  with  this  confolatory  fadl  in  the 
mod  authehcic  manner.  The  public  afe  entitled  to  fuch  fa- 
lisfadlion  ;  at  prefent  they  will  not  believe  the  datement  im« 
plicitly,  if  it  reds  on  nothing  better  than  minidcrial  adertion. 
It  has  been  faid,  likewife,  that  the  expedition  fucceeded  in  two 
points ;  as  a  diverfion  of  the  enemy's  forces,  and  in  the  cap- 
ture o(  the  Dutch  fleets     It  mud  be  obfervcd,  however,  that 
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^whatever  policy^  whatever  advantage  there  may  be  in  creat- 
iflga  divecfion  of  the  enemy's  forces,  this  fonns  no  juftifica* 
lion  of  a  particular  expedition!  and  of  a  fpeciiic  attempt.  It 
is  quite  a  diiFerent  thing  to  fay  that  it  is  good  to  di(lra£t  the 
cnetny's  attciitiony  and  xo  fay  that  you  have  done  it  in  the  beft 
and  mod  effectual  manner*.  It  is  not  enough  that  the  diver- 
'iion  was  of  importance,  unlefs  it  could  be  ihewn  that  it  pro- 
duced the  utmoft  efied  that  Could  be  defircd,  with  the  leaft 
inconvenience  to  ourfclves.  This  may  be  an  argument  ge- 
nerally in  favour  of  keeping  up  an  impofing  force,  and  pur- 
luing  ofFcnfive  operations.  It  proves  nothing  at  all  either  as 
%o  tl>e  wifdom  oi  a  particular  deiign,  or  the  ability  of  its  con- 
dthQ,  Doubdefs  the  Dutch  expedition  occafioned  fome  di- 
ver Hon  of  the  encn^y's  troops,  but  not  fo  much  as  might  have 
been  produced  had  the  attempt  been  made  ih  fome  other 
quarter. 

It  is  a  fact  pretty  well  known,  that  our  army  was  oppofed 
in  a  great  meafure  by  Batavian  forces,  who,  in  all  probabi* 
lity,  would  oot  have  been  employed  in  any  other  operations. 
When  we  hear  fo  much  faid  of  the  importance  of  this  diver* 
fHm,  it  18  worth  while  to  remar)c,  that  at  this  period  the 
French  were  mod  fuccefsful  in  ot^er  quarters.  At  the  very 
moment  when  General  Brune  agreed  to  the  capitulation  at 
Helder,  the  French  arnny  in  Switzerland  had  l)egun  to  re- 
trieve its  (difafier.  Thi^  is  a  circumfUnce  peculiarly  worthy 
ef  confideraiion,  and  it  may  ferve  to  damp  our  hopes  in  the 
cfFcdls  of  any  preffure  that  may  be  made  upon  France.  The 
advantages  of  this  attempt,  as  a  diverfion,  however,  have  no* 
thing  to  do  with  ^hc  merits  of  the  dcfign  \  they  form  no  ar« 
gument  whatever  againft  enquiry.  .  The  capture  of  the 
Dutch  fleet ^too  we  are  .told  is. of  itfelf  a  fufficient  juftifica' 
tion  of  the  expedition,  and. a  fufficient  reward  for  our  exer- 
tions. Whatever  be  the  value  of  this  9apture,  it  is  not  to  ht 
admitted  as  a  fet  off  for  the  expence  and  the  bloodfhed  which 
the  enterprise  has.occafloned.  If  the  expedition  was  under- 
taken to  refcue  Holland  from  the  doniinion  of  France,  and 
to  reftore  the  Stadtholder  tohisauthpriiy,  how  can  the  Dutch 
fleet  be  a  compenfation  for  the  abfolute  failure  of  thefe  ob- 
jedsP  But  look  a  little  at  dates;  examine  the  fa£l.  The 
Dutch  fleet  was  in  ourpoifeflion  before  our  army  was  put  in 
motion  to  carry  into  eflfed  the  other  objefls  which  Minifters 
originally  profeifcd  to  have  principally  in  view.  The  Dutch 
fleets  therefore,, was  not  the  caufe  of*profecufing  the  attempt ; 

it 
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it  can  form  no  juftification  for  our  farther  attempts ;  be  itsT 
value  what  it  may,  it  cannot  detrad  either  ff-om  the  fatritsor 
the  difgrace  which  attended  or  fubre^uent  operations. 

We  are  told  that  the  people  of  Holland  were  favourable 
to  ourcaufe:  beitfo;  what  is  the  inference  ?  If  with  the 
fcntiment&of  the  Dutch  people  in  our  favour,  an  zrtny  df 
45,000  men  was  obliged  to  purchafe  its  efcape,  what  ftronger 
argument  can  be  conceived  for  enquiry?  The  objefl,  I  ad- 
mit, was  a  Britifli  one,  and  its  fuccefs  defirabie.   This,  how- 
evej,  is  not  enough  ;  it  was  neceflfary  that  the  objed  ihoukl 
meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  Dutch.     Even  the  claitns 
of  the  Sradtholder  ii{ion  this  country,  ftrong  as  they  are» 
would  not  jufli^y   the  attempt  in  oppofition  to  the  fenfeof 
the  people  of  Holland.     This  was  a  faS,  therefore,  which 
ought  to  have  been  afcertained.     But  even  if  ogr  army  had 
marched  triumphantly  to  Amfterdam,  we  could  iK>t  have  re- 
tained Holland  without  the  barrier  towns:  withotit  Breda, 
Bcrgen-op-zoom,   Maeftricht,  &c.      We  muft  have  been 
compelled  to  maintain  a  ftrong  army  during  the  winter  and 
autumn,  in  the  moft  unhealthy  fituation,  in  order  to  fecure^ 
what  we  might  have  gained.     Befides  the  defirablenefs*  of 
the  objed,  therefore,  it  was  neceflary  to  cateulate  the  pradi- 
cability  of  the  attempt,  and  the  confequences  that  might  re- 
fult  from  failure.     Before  we  can  judge  of  the  wiidott)  of 
the  enterprife,  we  muft  condder  how  far  the  inconveniences 
feem  previoufly  to  have  been  eftimated. 

There  are  a  number  of  inconvenitncies  to  be  taken  into 
view,  which,  of  themfelves  indeed,  would  not  have  formed 
fufficient  reafons  for  not  attempting  the  expeditton,  had  tlie 
great  policy  of  it  been  clear,  and  the  leadit^g  inducements  de- 
cifive,  though  they  are  of  no  inconfiderabie  weight  in  the  ba- 
lance of  a  doubtful  project.  Among  thefe  the  ncceifary  ex- 
pence  otight  not  to  have  been  overlooked ;  the  feafon ;  the 
great  inconvenience  from  employing  fo  many  tranfports^ 
while  the  metropolis  was  left' unprovided  with  fuch  a  necef- 
fary  as  coals ;  the  wafte  of  provifion  at  a  time  when  a  fcarcit^  • 
was  apprehended.  It  ought  to  have  been  confidercd  whether 
it  was  not  dangerous  to  leave  Ireland  wrthotK  a  diffident  de- 
fence, efpccially  when  the  beautiful  plan  of  an  union  feems 
to^have  been  attended  with  fo  little  tfh&  in  reconciling  the 
people  of  that  country  to  our  governtnent.  It  would  have  beer, 
proper  too  to  confider  the  difadvantages  of  breaking  down 
the  militia  of  the  country,  and  overthrowing  afyftem  which 
it  required  lb. much  time  and  trouble  to  rear.  It  was  ad- 
mitted 
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mitted  Ijy  every  body  that  (hei«  were  great  inconveniencies  in 
that  meafure*  One  noble  Lord,  indeed,  complimented  the 
addrefs  with  which  Ministers  had  carried  the  Miiitia  Bill 
through  Parliament ;  and  what  was  this  addrefs  ?  Why, 
carrying  through  that  meafure  at  a  period  of  the  feilion  when 
there  was  a  very  thin  attendance,  and  when  it  was  impoflible 
to  obtain  that  general  concurrence  which  alone  could  fane- 
tion  fuch  a  proceeding.  Thefe^  I  admit,  are  inconveni- 
encies of  an  inferior  kind,  but  they  arc  not  to  be  overlooked 
in  deliberacion,  when  the  advantages  and  difadvantages  of 
any  eriierprize  are  to  be  weighed. 

What,  then,  are  the  confequences  \yhich  ought  to  have 
been  forcfeen,  if  the  expedition  failed  ?  Has  not  the  unfor- 
tunate termination  of  our  attempt  to  deliver  the  Dutch,  and 
to  reftore  the  Stadtholder,  thrown  Holland  more  firmly  than 
ever  into  the  power  of  France  ?  It  has  diminiflied  the  con- 
fidence of  our  partifans  in  our  prote£lion.  Befides,  if  the 
allies  had  been  as  fuccef:iful  in  another  campaign  as.  they 
were  in  the  la(^,  might  not  Holland  have  been  obtained  by 
negociationP  For  this  objed  at  lead  the  King  of  PrufHa 
would  have  lent  us  his  influence.  All  hopes  of  fuch  a  com- 
promife  feem  now  to  have  vaniflied.  We  do  not  find  that 
the  French  are  ready  on  all  occafions  to  give  up  their  allies. 
The  negociation  at  Lifle  broke  off  becaufe  the  French  would 
not  allow  us  to  indemnify  ourfelves  by  retaining  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  Ceylon,  Trincomale,  &c.  and  I  am  convinced 
this  example  operated  as  much  to  render  the  French  popular 
in  Holland  as  it  muft  have  done  to  excite  fufpicion  of  our 
conduct. 

But  vyhat  were  the  profpects  of  fuccefs  which  encouraged 
Minifters  to  embrace  the  projeS  ?  At'  one  period  it  appears 
that  Minifters  entertained  hop^s  of  the  co-operation  of  the 
King  of  Pruilia.  In  the  treaty  with  Ruflla,  however,  in 
June  1799,  it  is  cxprefsly  ftated,  that  his  PrufTiaa  Majefty 
was  determined  to  perfevere  in  his  neutrality.  It  was  fotne- 
what  fingular  to  find  it  thus  publiOicd  to  France,  that  after 
all  our  endeavours  to  detach  that  monarch  from  his  neutrality, 
that  he  had  refilled  every  temptation.  It  is  fomewhat 
firange  that  Miniflers,  who  defire  the  evidence  of  facts  for 
the  pacific  difpofitions  of  France,  fhould  thus  give  the  ex- 
ample of  employing  every  effort  to  fpread  the  calamities  of 
war,  and  (hould  even  prove  that  they  do  not  hefitate  for 
their  purpofe  to  hold  out  every  encburagcmcnt  that  can  in- 
duce a  fovereign  to  violate  his  faith  and  depart  from  his  en- 
gagements. 
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gagements.  Was  it  politic,  at  fuch  a  critical  moment,  ta 
publish  fuch  an  afTurance  to  France,  that  (he  might  fely  on* 
Ihe  neutrality  of  his  Pruffian  Majefty  ? 

Surely  too,  it  was  worth  while  to  confider  the  difficulty  of 
the  country  for  military  operations.  That  it  was  fo  nobody 
could  be  ignorant.  I  am  well  affiired  that  the  Duke  of 
Brunrwick,  who  over-ran  Holland  in  1787,  faid,  that  with 
10,000  men,  and  being  in  pofleflion  of  the  barrier  towns,  he 
could  defend  it  againdall  Europe.  Such  were  the  difficulties 
which  it  was  eafy  to  forefce,  and  on  which  it  was  neccflary 
10  calculate. 

What,  then,  are  the  grounds  upon  which  the  attempt  was 
recommended,  and  by  which  it  is  now  to  be  juiUiied  r  What 
reafon  had  Miuiders  to  fiippofe  that  the  Dutch  were  well 
difpofcd  to  our  caufe?  Did  they  evince  any  fuch  difpofifion  ^ 
But  it  may  be  faid  that  they  had  no  opportunity.  Take  this 
either  way — If  they  had  an  opportunity  of  jomtng  6ur 
caufe,  it  is  evident,  by  their  backwardnefs,  that  they  were 
not  inclined  to  fupport  it.  If  they  had  no  opportunity, 
how  did  it  come  to  pafs,  that  with  an  army  of  45,000  nita 
we  never  could  hold  out  that  hope  of  protection  wliich  conid 
induce  men  to  flock  to  our  ftandard  ?  If  the  place  of  larrding 
was  ill  calculated  to  difplay  our  (Irength,  and  to  elitice  par*- 
tifans,  is  not  this  a  glaring  proof  of  the  mifcondnct  of  thofe 
who  contrived  the  plan  of  the  expedition  ?  From  the  firjl 
action  which  took  place  at  the  Helder,  we  had  reafon  to  de- 
fpair  of  any  co-operation  from  the  Dutch  foldiers.  Then 
the  action  was  fuftained  entirely  by  Batavian  troops.  On 
the  action  of  the  2d  of  September,  'indeed,  tbcfe'had  been 
joined  by  French  troops,  but  they  difplaryed  the  fame  obflt- 
jiate  refiftance.  We  ought,  from  that  moment,  to  have  de- 
fpaired  of  any  advantage  from  the  profecution  of  the  at- 
tempt in  thi§  quarter.  But,  if  the  difpofition  of  the  in- 
habitants was  really  favourable,  we  ought  to  have  employed 
fflch  means  as  were  calculated  to  conciliate  their  confidence, 
and  obtain  their  co-operation.  Was  this  the  manner  in 
which  we  acted  ?  Thefe  are  queftions  not  to  be  ahfwered  by 
mere  aflertlon.  They  demaod  fcfious  enquiry,  and  can  be 
fatisfied  by  no  other  means. 

One  great  caufe,  in  my  opinionv  for  the  failure  of  the 
expedition,  though  caher  circumftances  Had  been  more  fa- 
vourable, was  the  employment  of  Ruffian  tro<'p<.  I  do  not 
mean  to  difparage  the  rojlitary  forces  of  our  aiiies  \  but  this 
I  fay,  that  the  employment  of  Ruffian  troops  was  not  caU 
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cuUted  to  conciliate  the  people  of  Holland.  From  the  habits 
of  that,  army,  it  is  not  tcKi  much  to  aflert,  that  they  are  not 
likely  to  diminifli  the  wrdinary  horrors  of  war  in  the  country 
that  IS  the  theatre  of  it.  Perhaps,  indeed,  it  was  neceflary 
to  employ  the  aid  of  the  RuiCans,  if  the  attempt  was  to  take 
place  at  all :  but  it  fliould  no  Icfs  have  be^n  conddered  whe« 
ther  their  fcrvice  was  likely  to  promote  the  great  objeds 
which  we  had  in  view.  It  may  be  true  likewire,as  dated  by 
Miniders,  that  the  Dutch  are  avcrfe  to  the  yoke  of  France  ; 
but  it  does  not  follow  that  they  are  willing  to  fubmit  to  the 

.  dominion  of  England,  or  to  ihe  authority  of  the  Stadtholder. 
The  French  are  iligmatized  as  perfidious:  asatheifis,  op- 
preflbrs,  and  plunderers:  but  did  they  interfere  with  the  re-t 
ligion  of  the  Dutch  P  did  they  exercife  any  extraordinary  fe- 
verities  in  Holland  ?  The  Dutch,  too,  it  mud  be  confidered, 
have  grievances  to  urge  againd  this  country.  For  many  years 
they  have  been  edranged  from  our  intereft  and  connexion. 
I  afk  not  which  party  has  been  to  blame.  The  fa£l  is  un- 
queilionable.  The  proceedings  in  1787  proved  that  a  great 
party  was  hodile  to  the  influence  of  this  country  and. favour* 
able  to  that  of  France.  I  doubt  extremely  whether,  in  the 
face  of  that  general  difpofHion,  the  part  taken  by  this  country 
and  Pruffia  in  the  rcdoration  of  the  Stadtholder  was  jud,  ^ 
however  defirable  it  might  have  been  to  oppofe  the  credit  of 
the  Frenth  in  Holland.  That  interference  might  have  been  * 
ufeful  on  the  principle  of  Britilb  policy,  and  yet  have  rendered 

■  the  people  of  Holland  at  lead  more  adverfe  to  our  party.  The 
Dutch  might  feel  it  a  galling  yoke,  to  fee  the  Stadtholder 
maintained  by  PrufTian  armies  and  Britid)  interference.  They 
were  plunged  by  us  inio  a  war,  in  which  they  had  itointereft. 
They  may  be  averfe  to  the  dominion  of  France,  but  would 
they  prefer  a  Siadiholder  fupported  by  Ru/Iian  armies,  and 
under  the  guidance  of  Britiih  Counfels.  Perhaps  even  it  may 
be  more  for  the  intered  of  Dutchmen  to  cultivate  French  than 
Britidi  connexion.  From  all  thci'e  con fiderat ions,  we  had 
little  reafon  to  prcAime  that  tlic  people  of  Holland  were 
friendly  to  our  caufe.  There  were  fomc  things  too  which 
mud  naturally  have  infpired  fbme  doubts  of  the  purity  of  our 
intentions  rC-fpedling  the  old  government  we.promifed  to  re- 
dore.  It  is  well  known  that  confiderable  jealoufy  had  always 
prevailed  in  Holland  rcfpccling  the  authority  of  the  Stadt- 
huld-r.  In  a  proclamation  of  Lord  Duncan  they  were  in- 
viccd  U)  return  to  their  duty  to  their  liwful  fovereign.  I  do 
oot  mention  this  circumdance  in  the  fmalled  degree  to  re* 
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flcA  Upon  the  c6ndu£l  of  that  gallant  Admiral,  for  whom  I 
feel  all  pofliblc  refpeft.  All  I  mean  to  fay  is,  that  Minifters 
Ihould  have  been  extremely  careful  in*  inHrnaing  all  the 
officers  employed  to  be  cautious  of.  excititig  any  jealoufy  of 
this  kind|  which  was  of  itfelf  fo  apt  to  arife  In  the  minds  of 
the  Dutch.  It  ought  to  have  been  Aaied  dilHndly  that  no 
fuch  pretenfions  were  entertained  as  that  which  the  exprcflion 
alluded  to  feemed  to  countenance.  I  am  convinced  it  mn(( 
have  done  much  harm.  It  gave  a  plaufible  pretence  on  which 
to  ralft  alarms  that  more  was  intended  than  the  reftoration  of 
the  Stadtholder  to  his  aqcient  prerogatives.  Thefe  too  would 
be  confirmed  by  a  recollection  of  the  expreffions  of  the  noble 
Secretary  in  the  debate  on  the  Union  with  Ireland,  in  which 
he  called  the  old  government  of  Holland  a  miferable,  de- 
fedive  conftitution.  The  unfavourable  cffcQ.  of  thefe  cir-» 
cumftances  upon  the  minds  of  the  Dutch  it  is  not  difficult  to 
conceive. 

In  fpeakingof  the  military  operations  which  took  place,  I 
inuA  premife,  that  I  impute  none  of  the  plans  to  the  military 
commanders;  I  attach  none  of  the  refponfibility  for  difafters 
that  arofe  from  the  fault  of  the  contrivers  to  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  the  Duke  of  York  and  the  officers  who  ferved  with  him. 
M^ch  as  I  refpeft  the  Royal  Commander  in  Chief,  if  I 
thought  that  any  blame  attached  to  his  conduA,  1  (hould  con- 
ceive it  neycrthclefs  my  duty  to  propofe  it  for  invedigation, 
or  if  his  rank  ihould  be  confidered  any  obftacle  to  the  pro- 
ceeding, 1  (hould  conceive  that  a  fufficient  reafon  for  never 
employing  thofe  in  his  fituation  upon  fimilar  fervices.  But 
in  truth  I  hold  Minifters^  refponflble  for  the  whole,  becanfe 
there  we  are  to  prefume  was  the  plan  and  the  contrivance. 
No  perfon  an  this  coimtry  has  tittered  a  word  that  can  throw 
any  fufpicton  on  the  condu6l  of  the  gallant  commander,  the 
officers,  and  the  whole  army.  One  perfon,  indeed,  has  ven- 
tured ro  (iigmatize  their  condu£t  in  the  moft  injurious  man- 
ner, of  which  1  (hall  fay  a  word  or  two  by  and  by.  The  be- 
haviour of  the  Britifh  troops  has  been  admitted  to  have  been 
exemplary.  If  fuch  is  the  cafe,  we  are  called  upon  to  adopt 
this  enquirVy  were  it  but  to  wipe  away  that  dilhonour  which 
has  been  thrown  on  the  Britifli  army.  In  the  Peter(burgh 
Gazette,  publilhed  paVticularly  by  authority,  (and  there  are 
few  publications  in  that  country  without  it)  General  D'EfTen 
expfefsly  fays,  that  the  Briti(h  troops  were  two  hours  too  late 
in  their  attack  in  the  action  of  the  19th.  He  likewife  (lates^ 
that  the  Ruffian  troops  were  in  want  of  every  thing. 

3  D  2  But 
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But  it  is  faid  by  fomc.  you  mud  not  enter  upon  this  deli- 
cate Queftion  ;  you  niuit  fubmit  to  fee  your  army  difgractdi 
accuied,  and  vilified  in  the  face  of  Europe  ;  you  mud  not 
venture  to  take  the  only  means  by  which  the  (lain  can  be 
wiped  away,  becaufc  our  ally  might  be  htirt.     Truly>  my 
l^ords,  I  cannot' but  think  fuch  an  argument  as  difgraccful 
to  the  fpirit  of  this  country.     I  do  not  difpute  that  the  aU 
liance  of  Ruffia  may,   in  general,  be  advantageous  to  this 
country.     But,  for  this  reafon,  muft  we  tamely  accjuiefcc  in 
outrageous  libels  upon  the  military  character  of  the  country  i 
Is  the  honour  of  our  foldiers  to  be  thus  bartered  and^/^m-* 
promifed  for  any  advantage  ?  Arc  our  alliances  to  bo  pur- 
chafed  by  a  facrifice  of  what  is  deai'efV  to  a  country :  the 
courage,  the  honour,  the  reputation  of  its  army  r  Are  thefe 
great  objects  to  he  meanly  yielded  up  ro  fatisfy  the  whims  of 
any  court?  Is  it  tolerable  that  a  fubjoct  of  our  ally  (bouI4 
accufeour  army  of  cowardice  and  mifconduct,  and  we  (hall 
not  bti  permitted  to  etiquire  and  afcertain  to  whom  cenfure 
may  belong  ?  Are  we  thus,  by  a  puQllanimous  acquiefcenca 
in  unjuft  reproaches,  to  deprive  our  army  of  that  character 
which  raifes  it  mod  highly  in  its  own  efteemi  and  renders  il 
mod  formidable  to  the  enemy  r  The  Ruflian  government,  I 
am  forry  to  obferve,  has  got  too  much  influence  in  this.     If 
there  be  any  law  in  this  country  that  prevents  the  prefs  from 
commenting  with  freedom  and  truth  on  the  conduct  and  pa» 
litics  of  the  KufTian  government  I  am  forry  for  it.     Such  a 
law  ought  not  to  exiih     But  if  it  is  not  permitted  to  ani- 
madvert on  the  politics  of  RulTia,  (hall  a  Ruflian  fubject  be 
allowed  to  vent  the  mod  atrocious  libels  in  the  moft  public 
manner,  and  with  all  the  fanctiun  of  authority,  againii  the 
whole  Britifli  army?  The  reafons  for  the  enquiry  1  propofe 
come  home  to  the  honed  feelings  of  evcsry  Englifhman.  You 
ewe  it  to  the  troops,  who  have  been  defamed — to  the  country, 
whofe  character  is  at  dake ;  to  your  own  honour,  as  its  faith* 
iul  guardians ;  to  enquire  into  calumnies  of  fuch  fatal  ten* 
dency,  and  to  {hew  who  are  judly  obnoxious  to  cenfure. 

On  the  27  th  of  Augud  the  landing  at  the  Helder  was  ef- 
feded,  after  a  fevere  action.  Another  engagement  took  place 
I  n  the  2d  of  September,  after  the  Dutch  troops,  who  alone 
hjid  been  engaged  on  the  fifd  day,  had  been  joined  by  Freryrh 
leinforccments.  Now  I  aik,  why  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombic 
did  not  advance  after  the  advantages  he  had  gained  ?  Was  it 
for  want  of  fupplies,  was  it  in  confequence  of  orders,  or  was 
i|  that  h^  defpaired  of  imy  adv^tage  from  the  profccution.  of 

the 
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the  attempt  ?  Of  General  Abercrombie  I  fpeak  not  only 
without  cenfure,  but  with  that  high  refpect  which  I  enter- 
tain for  his  character.  To  what  15  the  delay  in  advancinjg  to 
be  afcribed  ?  Much  will  depend  on  the  anfwer  to  thefe  quef* 
tions.  The  place  where  the  army  had  landed  was  neither 
fitted  for  employing  with  effect  the  force  we  had|  nor  for  ad- 
vancing with  advantage.  For  the  truth  oif  this  I  appeal  to 
the  military  characters  whom  I  am  happy  to  fee  around  me^ 
The  country,  unqueOionably,  was  difficult.  What  reafoQ 
too  can  be  aAigned  for  attempting  the  deflgn  at  fo  late  a 
period  of  the  feafon  }  It  may  be  anfwered,  that  every  thing 
was  properly  arranged,  that  every  thing  was  well  prepared^ 
that  eVery  thing  was  well  conducted.  To  this  I  reply,  en^ 
quite.  It  may  be  fo;  but  can  any  harm  arife  lr6m*en- 
quiry  ?  Can  you  fay  that  you  difcharge  your  duty  if  you  do 
not  enquire  ?  The  public,  it  is  well  known,  are  not  only  dtf* 
appointed,  but  they  are  difcontented  at  the  iflue  of  the  eYpe^^ 
dition.  They  fee,  they  feel  that  it  has  failed^  and  that  with 
circumdances  of  (hame  and  difgrace.  If  Minifters  refufe  to 
go  into  the  enquiry,  I  mud  believe  that  they  cannot  truft  their 
conduct  to  an  impartial  inveftigation.  If  the  winds  and 
weather  are  to  blame,  why  furely  no  mifchief  can  aHfe  from 
convicting  thefe  elements  of  oppofition  to  the  deligns  of  hii 
Majefty's  Miniftcrs.  What  evil  can  arife  from  bringing 
ihem  to  trial?  If  they  refift  enquiry,  no  impartial  man 
will  acquit  them  of  a  principal  (hare  in  the  calamity  anddif* 
grace  with  which  the  expedition  was  attended.  I  have  enu<^ 
mcrated  fome  of  the  advantages  that  mnft  refult  from  enquiry. 
You  will  re-e(labli(h  the  character  of  your  army.  We  ktio^ 
that  it  is  natural  to  impute  the  blame  of  unfuccefsful  military 
operations  to  the  commander,  or  army.  I  n  this  country  fuch 
blame  may  not  be  imputed^  but  in  Europe  the  charj^e  may 
be  made,  and  it  (lands  fupported  by  the  (latements  of  Gene* 
ral  D'EiFen,  in  the  Peterlburgh  Gazette.  It  is  necefTary  fo 
demondrate  the  truth  by  a  fair  inveftigation.  By  no  othef 
courfe  can  you  fatidfy  the  demands  of  your  national  honOUr 
,and  your  military  reputation. 

At  a  moment  too  when  it  is  decided  that  the  war  (hall  be 
continued  to  a  period  which  we  cannot  (ix  in  ides  ;  when  new 
expeditions  are,  it  is  rumoured,  about  to  be  undertaken,  it 
becomes  you  to  afcertain  how  they  are  likely  to  be  condudted; 
by  enquiring  what  has  been  the  ability  and  the  wifdom  dif* 
played  in  other  indlances  by  thofe  who  plan  and  condod^  them, 
is  it  not  proper  to  enquire  whether  Miniftcrs  may  not  again  be 

encouraging 
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ciKouragir^  thofe  dclufions  by  wlikrli  they  have  already  becn^ 
mifled  }  They  rely  upon  the  favourable  difpoiition  of  the 
Frepch-  people  to  juftify  their  attempts  for  the  rcftoration  of 
the  Houfe  of  Boarboit.  The  proportion  of  the  difaflxfAed  in 
France  feems,  however,  to  be  Icfs  than  it  was  in  Holland. — 
If^  the  expedition  to  the  Helder  faikd,  by  the  raflmefe,  the 
negligence,  and  incapacity  of  Mioifters,  will  you  encourage 
thern  by  your  acquiefccnce  in  paft  nitfcondu£i  an<l  former  dif** 
grace,  to  embark  in  fcheraes  fo  much  more  doubtful  in  dieir 
policy,  and  likely  to  be  fo  much  more  perilous  in  their  confe- 
qoences?  I  move  therefore.  That  the  Houfe  refolve  itfetf  into 
9  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  to  ent{uire  ii>to  the  caufes  06 
the  failure  of  the  late  expedition  to  Hollands 

Earl  Afoira  faid,  that  be  did  not  rife  either  to  oppofe  tlie 
motron  of  the  noble  Lord^  or  to.fupport  it.  His  oh'jcSt  was 
fa  endeavour  in  what  he  had  to  fay*  to  prevail  on  that  noble. 
Lord  to  withdraw  bis  motion.  He  hop^  his  Majeliy's  Mi* 
niflers  would  not  deem  it  neceifary  to  go  into  the  queftioni  as. 
they  mud  be  convinced  with  him,  that  the  difcuffion  might 
be  attended,  not  ouly  with  inconvenicncieSt  but  with,  per- 
haps,, very  difagree^^ble  coufequcnces.  The  noble  Lord  wIiq 
made  the  motion,  by  the  delicate  manner  in  which  he  had 
Ipoken  relative  to  thic  illuArious  perfonagc  who  had  the  chief 
cwnmand  of  the  expedition,  liad  rendered  it  unneceflary  for 
him  to  take  up  much  of  their  Lordfliiips'  time  in  delivering 
fhe  ohfervations  he  had  to  fubmit  to  th^ir  confideration.  Hrn 
J^rJfhip  faid  that  he  conceived  the  difcu(&on  of  this  queftion 
wouId||be  attended  with  great  inconveniencies,  becaufe  it  was 
in  a  great  degree  nugatory  to  difcufs  the  propriety  of  a  meafuro 
iihich  could  not  be  acceded  to,  and  in  his  opinion  no  enquiry, 
could  be  gratited  by  that  Houfe,  becaufe  If  it  W2^,  it  would, 
zni  muft  naturally  lead  to  the  divulging  of  fecret  corrcfpon- 
dence,  as  well  as  to  that  of  difcovering  the  number  and  confe- 
quence  of  the  adherents  to  the  Stadtholder  in  Holland.  This 
muft  of  courfe  be  productive,  i>ot  only  of  inconveniencies, 
but  alfo  of  ill  confequenccs,  which  it  was  of  the  highe(\  im- 
portance, if  poflibte,  to  avoid.  However  unfuccefsful  the 
late  expcditioi>  might  have  turned  out,  it  was  by  no  means 
improbable  that  at  fame  future  time  another  expedition  to 
Holland  might  not  be  deemed,  not  only  ncceflury  but  pra£li- 
cible.  An  enquiry  therefore,  in  the  prefent  inftance  would. 
In  all  likelihood,  tend  to  render  fuch  a  meafure,  in  many  re- 
fpefls  impradlicable,  if  it  did  not  fruftrate  it  altogether.  In  its 
very  nature  alfo  it  muft  in  a  degree  imply  fome  fort  of  doubt 
as  u>  the  conduA  of  the  illuftrious  Commander  in  Chief.  The 
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nol)le  Lord  wlio  made  the  motion  had  certainly,  as  far  as  his 
mdi-'idual  opinion  went»  exculpated  that  illtiftrious  pcrfonaige 
.  from  deferving  any  blame ;  \mt  the  world  at  large  wouM  fay^ 
blame  muft  reft  fomewhere,'  and  he  Mrould  not  wiili,  by  the 
difcuflion  of  the  queftion  in  that  Houfe,  to  raife  die  finalled , 
doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  public  upon  the"fubJ€<3, ,    The  pub- 
lic mind  of  this  country,  his  Lordihip  faid,  he  was  convinced* 
was  d^firous  to  beQow  on  that  illuftrious  peribnage^  who  had^ 
the  command  of  the  late  expedition,  every-degree  of  praifc  foe 
the  ardent  zeal  and  afiive  energy  he  had«  on  all  oGcafion^ 
evinced  to  combat  every  difficulty,  privation  and  danger,  ia 
defence  of  the  (ecurity  and  deareft  interefts  of  his  King  and 
Country.     His  Lordihip  faid  that  he  believed  that  the  public 
mind  deemed  him  in  every  fcnfe  entitled  to  their  warmed  gra* 
titude  for  the  whole  of  his  cdndiufl  and  exertions  in'its  favour. 
He  was  fenfible  no  one  perfon  in  the  nation  would  lie  more 
ilefirous  than  the  illuftrious  perfonagc  to  whom  he  had  alluded^ 
that  an  enquiry  fhould  take  place  into  that  part  of  tlieexpedi* 
tion  which  devolved  upon  him.     He  was  certain  that  nothing 
would  h:tve  kept  that  illuftrious  perfonage  (rom  that  day  ap* 
pearing  in   his  place  in  the  Houfe,  but  a  certain  delicacy  of 
opinion  that  by  liis  prefcnce  he  might  he  the  means  of  pre vecit* 
ing  any  nuble  Lord  from  delivering  his  opinion  with  that  per- 
lr6t  extent  of  freedom  which  he  might  wiih  to  do.  .  Tlie  fame 
reafons,  he  believed  had  operated  to  reftrain  fraicroal  anxiety 
from  being  prcfent  on  the  occafK)n.     The  illuftrk>us  peribnage 
ro  whom  he  had  alludeil,  knew  very  well  the  ftrong  ground 
on  which  he  flood 'would  entitle  him  to  court  anetiquiry,  bul 
the  imperious  circumftances  that  were  blendeil  with  it,  aficA- 
ing  in  the  higheft  degree  the  raoft  impoitaot  intcrefts  of  the 
country,  he  found  it  nccirffary  to  reft  fati&fied  under  the  con-: 
fcioufncfs  of  having  exerted  himfelfto  the  utmoft  of  his  abili- 
ties, and  that  no  blame  or  mifcondq£^  whatever  could  be  fairly 
imputed  t^  him.     For  thefe  reafuu^  his  Lord  {hip  hoped  the 
nqlile  Loid  who  made  the  motio«i  would  confent  to  withdraw 
it,  otiierwife  he  (liould  be  under  the  nccedity,  though  fuch  a 
proceeding  would  be  extremely  difagrccable  to  him,  of  moving 
the  previous  quefl ion. 

Lord  Holland  not  afTcnting  to  this,  Lord  MoUa  moved  the 
previous  queftion. 

Earl  Spencer  rofe  and  faid,  that  notwlthftanding  what 
had  fallen  from  the  no!)lo  Earl  who  had  juft  fat  down, 
lie  muft*beg  their  Lorddiips'  patience  lill  he  made  a  few  obfer- 
vations  on  what  had  been  faid  by  the  noble  Lord  who  made 
(he  motion.    That  noble  Lord's  motion  was  for  an  enquiry 
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Into  the  caufes  of  the  failure  of.  the  ex|ie(littan  ;  and  from  all 
the  rcafons  Silduced  in  the  rourfc  of  bis  fpecch,  he  feemed  to 
draw  an  inference  that  the  expedition  had  altogether  failed. — 
This  his  Lord&i^  begged  leave  to  deny,  for  in  two  of  its  prin- 
cipal objeds  it  had  met  with  the  mod  complete  fuccefs  — 
The  obtaliling  ppQeffion  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  and  being  the 
means  of  caufing  that  diverfion  of  the  enemy^s  troops,  which 
^would  othcrwife  have  been  employed  to  great  advaiunge 
againft  the  caufe  of  the  allies  in  other  quarters.  The  Duich 
fleet,  he  contended,  was  a  great  addition  to  our  own  flrength^ 
and  at  the  fame  time  weakened  that  oi  the  eneiny  in  an  ade-^ 
quate  proportion.  He  attacked  the  confiftency  of  the  argu- 
ment of  th^  noble  Lord  who  made  the  motion,  inafmuch  as  he 
had  admitted  that  it  would  he  a  moft  defir^ible  objedi  to  tvreft 
Holland  out  of  the  hands  of  France,  and  yet  cenfurcd  his 
8  Jajefty's  Minifters  for  fetting  on  foot  an  expedition  which  had 
that  event  for  its  principal  objcfl.  No  one  could  deny  but  for 
tJie  obtainmcnt  of  tha^  defirabic  objeft,  one  great  fiep  towards 
tnfuring  its  fuccefs  was,  if  pofCble,  engaging  the  co-opcraiioii 
of  Proma;  and  yet  fpcaking  of  that  atleiupi,  the  noble  Mover 
•of  the  queftion  had  cenfurcd  the  policy  of  his  Majcfty*s  Mi- 
uifters,  becaufe  it  was  (hewing  the  enemy  that  we  \vere  ufmg 
all  our  efforts  to  bring' every  power  in  Europe  into  the  coalition 
agaiiift  them.  The  only  part  of  the  expedition  which  could 
at  all  be  faid  to  have  failed,  was  the  return  of  it  without  efFe£t* 
ing  its  purpofe  ;  and  this,  his  Lonifliip  contended,  was  owing  ' 
io  weather  and  other  unavoidable  accidents,  not  in  the  power 
of  either  niinifters  or  commandeis  to  controul.  P'or  thefe 
rcafons  he  was  certain  no  enquiry  was  neceflary,  and  there* 
fore  gave  his  decided  negative  to  the  motion. 

Lord  Mulgrave  faid  that  he  felt  no  fuch  difficulty  in  the 
queftion  as  had  fuggefted  itfelf  to  the  noble  Lord  uiio  had 
moved  the  previous  queftion.  Standing  as  he  did,  Wally  un- 
conm-fted  with  Miniilers  for  having  planneil  the  expedition, 
or  with  the  Commanders  and  Officers  wlio  had  been  charged 
with  the  execution  of  it,  he  faw  no  ieafon  why  he  ibould'not 
deliver  his  opinion  with  that  freedom  which  his  duty  as  n  Lord 
of  Parliament  required  of  him.  The  expedition  had  been 
planned  in  order  to  obtain  what  the  noble  l^ord  himfelf  had 
allowed  to  he  ah  important  objeft.  In  all  Governments  there 
were  two  refponfibilities  attending  every  expedition  ;  Govern- 
ment were  refponfible  for  the  proper  and  *  fficacious  ecjuipinent 
and  provifioning  of  it:  the  Commanders  and  Officers  were 
refponfible  for  its  due  execution.  In  the  Imc  expedition  every 
thing  had  been  done  that  could  be  eiFt^flcd  towards  its  com-^ 
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piete  trquipment^  id  it  had  been intruded  to  Commanders  of. 
tlic  highcfl  milita'  talents  and  charaiier.     The  bad  weather 
had  delayed  theioower  of  landing  (0  long,  that  the  enekny. 
were  enabled  to  cHe£k  a  force  fufficiqnt  to*  prevent  that  gal- 
lant and  juflly  cebrated  oiScer,  Sir&alpl)  Abercrombi^,  from 
marching  more  tbn  a  fmall  dUlance  into  the  country.  .  If  (hat, 
force  hod  not  bea  collefled  before  that  gallant  General  was. 
pined  by  Genera  Don  with  a  reinforcement  that  increafed  his. 
array  to  15000  ^n»  Sir  Ralph  Abero^mbie  would  have  been^ 
able  to  have  majthed  forward,  and  in  that  cafe  would,  in  all 
probabilitv,  havbccn  in  that  (late  which  the  noble  Lord  had 
defcribed  the  Dike  of  Brunfwick  to  have  been  in  the  year 
17^7,  in  whici  he  might,  perhaps,  have  flood  as  fair  a  chance 
to  defend  Holand  againfl;  all   the  troops  in  Europe*     That 
North  Hollaid,  when  the  expedition  failed,  had  very  few. 
troops  was  veil  known,  for  General   Brune,  who- had  the 
chief  command,  had  fcnt  the  greateil  part  of  them  to  Zealand, 
Urhich  he  kiew  was  a  province  mod  warmly  and  zealoufly  at* 
tached  t04:he  Orange  Family.     The  long  continuance  of  bad 
weatheiv  after  our  fleet  was  in  fight,  and  had  thereby  difco- 
vered  !t^c  exaS  point  of  attack,  had. enabled  them  to  draw  their 
forces  from  all  parts  to  that  particular  quarter.     Thus  they 
gained  a  fuperiority  of  force,  which  prevented  Sir  Ralph  Aber- 
crombie  from  advancing  till  the  whole  of  the  reinforcements 
arrived  -,  and  even  after  the  landing  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Duke  of  York  with  fuch  reinforcements,  and  after  the  arrival, 
of  the  Ruflians,  the  weather   continued   fo  unfavourable  to 
military  operations  as  to  enable  the'  enemy  to  pour  in  immenfe 
reinforcements  of  French  foldiers.     Every    thing  had  been 
^one  that  gallant  Commanders  and  a  brave  army  could  at- 
tempt ;  the  feafon  wgs  far  advanced,  and  the  elemenjs  afto-* 
ni(hingly  adverfe.     This  Houfe,  therefore,  faid  his  Lordfhip^ 
cannot  grant  an  enquiry  againd  dorms  of  wind   and  rain — . 
againd  the  elements,  over  which  the  rcf|X)nlibjlity  either  of 
Minittcrs  who  planned,  or  Commanders  en tru lied  with  tlie  exe* 
cuiion  of  the  expedition,  could  not  poffibly  have  the  fm ailed 
controul.     He  therefore  was  againd  the  morion,  as  a  motion 
fit  only  to  come  from  Bedlam. 

Lord  Kiffg  faid  he  rofe  to  give  every  fapport  in  his  power 
in  favour  of  the  prcfent  motion.  He  was  decidedly  uf  opinion 
that  the  expedition  had  been  difadrous  in  the  extreme  to  this 
country  ;  tljat  being  fo  much  more  fo  than  Jfiiy  which  had  pre- 
ceded it,  great  blame  mud  attach  fomewherc ;  and  therefore 
he  was  convinced  of  the  necelfity  of  an  enquiry,  in  order  to 
difcover  where  and  vVith  whom  that  blame  aiikualJy  lay.  This 
Vol.  I.  iSoQ.  3E  opinion 
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opinion  was  confidcrably  /frcngthencd  by  >c  recoUcflibn  that 
tlicir  Lordfhips  had  very  recently  given  thr  concurrence  and 
approbation  to  the  prcfcnt  Minifter*s  prolouation  or  continu- 
ance of  the  War.     He  begged  their  Lordflps  would  now  re- 
ile6t  on  the  fate  of  the  late  expedition,  and\e  thought  if  they 
did  they  would  think  with   him  on  the  fujcft ;  bccaufc  an 
enquiry  would  convince  them  whether  tlioffwho  had  planned 
or  thofe  who  had  conduced  the  expedition  ;rere  to  Uame  for 
its  failure ;  and  how  far  th-y  were  to  be  etrufted  with  the 
planning  and  conducing  fimilar  expeditions, which  a  conti- 
nuance o(  the  war  might  render  neceffary.   In  the  cburfc  of 
the  American  war,  there  might  have  been  rca^ns  for  refufing 
enquiry,  which  could  not  poflibly  apply  in  he  prcfcnt  in* 
fiance.     The  diftance  of  that  country  from  thi  was  fo  great, 
that  it  would  have  been  impoflible  to  form  inftnflions  to  our 
commanders,  which  left  almoft  an  unlimited  pover  in  them 
to  ufe  their  own  difcrctioji,  according  as  unforcltcn  circum- 
fianccs  might  occur.     In  the  late  expedition  no  l^ch  ohjcfl: 
could  be  ftarted  j  the  diftance  of  the  place  to  which  iiwas  def- 
rined,  was  not  more  than  forty-eight  hours  fail,  ardifthe 
inftruftions  wer<:  or  were  not  peremptory  in  the  firft  infsancc,' 
they  might  eafiiy  have  been  changed  from  time  to  time  with 
trifling  inconvenience.     Enquiry,  his  Lorddiip  ftid,  became 
the  more  neceffary,  becaufe  if  any  judgment  was  to  be  formed 
of  what  is   to  come  from  what  has  paffcd,  we  cannot  but 
entertain  the  moft  mortifying  and  dreadful  apprchenfions.     If 
their  Lord  (hips  would  calmly  recall  to  their  recolledlions  the 
fate  which  attended  all  the  other  expeditions  which  had  pre-* 
ceded  the  late  one,  thcv  would  find  them  exhibit  a  woeful  cli- 
max of  difaAcr  and  difgrncc.     Thofe   of  Toulon,  Corfica^^ 
C^iheron,  riiid  Often  1,  had  M  been  deetned  highly  unfortu- 
nate, and  in  his  opinion  they  proceeded  in  a  progrcftve  ratio 
of  additional  mifconcl'jft  and  inability  in  thofe  who  advifcd' 
them.     The  htc  expedition  to  Holland  fo  far  exceeded  them    ^ 
all,  his  Lofdihi;)  faid,  both  in  the  quantum  of  misfortune  and     Jk* 
difgrsce,  ihjt  the  Houfe,  in  Juftice  to  their  own  dic^nitVr  and 
to  the  feelings  of  the  countrv.  ought  to  gr;ant  this  enquiry. — 
Anoilier  realbn  which  prcHcd  upon   his  Loidfhip's  mind,  as-' 
particoiarly  requiring  it  vva^,  he  faid,  becaufe  no  let  of  Minif- 
ters  who  had  ever  gcvci  ncc!  this  country  at  any  period  had  ever 
bren    cntrufted   vvitii  fuch  unbounded  confidence,  and  unli- 
mited power.     Every  fupply  they  Iiad  aflced  for,  however  ex- 
tent ive,  had  been  uncealingly  and  invariably  granted  them.— 
Every  device  they  cnuld  poITihly  fuggeft  for  (Irengthcning  their 
hands  had  been  adc;)tcd,  and  ibey  had  acquired  a  degree  of 
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power,  which,  in  h  Lord(htp's  mindy  required  the  Houfe 
to  look  at  what  theyfd  with  the  iriod  careful  and  fcrutinizinf; 
eye.     In  1798,-  thehancial  fyftem  of  the  country  had  under* 
gone  a  complete  cli;gc.     In  1799*  that  con&itutional  hody 
of  defence  to  the  luntry,  the  militia,  had  been  broken  in 
upon  in  an  unpreatented  manner— nay,  as  a  conftitutional 
body,  had  been  in  i  maner  annihilated,  by  being  fufiered  to 
become  a  mere  cnjne  for  recruiting  and  remforcing  the  regu- 
lar army.     What^as  the  avowed  caufe  of  this?    His  Lord- 
ihip  begged  the  loufe  to  recolIe£l,  that  the  reafon  afligned 
was,  to  increafethe  army  immediately  to  fuch  a  number  of 
men,  as  to  enabi  MiniAers  to  equip  and  f<^nd  out  the  late  un- 
fortunate expediion ;    which,  notwitbftanding  its  important 
extent  as  to  themmbers  of  men,  and  the  liberality  of  the  fup.^ 
piy  voted  towads  the  expence  of  it,  has  turned  out  far  more 
replete  with  di^fter  and  difgrace  than  any  of  thoie  whk:h  had 
preceded  it.     .T,  faid  his  LordQiip,  a  judgment  of  wbat,is  to 
xome  may  b  formed  from  what  is  pad,  our  profpc£ls  in  con- 
tinuing lb'  war  are  likely  to  become  very  gloomy.   '  An  en- 
quiry intrthe  caufes  of  the  failure  of  the  late  expedition,  could 
alone,  k\  his  mind,  tend  to  brighten  them,  and  therefore  he 
earneilly  gave  his  vote  in  fupport  of  a  motion  which  endea* 
youred  to  procure  it.^ 

Lord  Clifton  (Eartof  Darnly)  rofe  to  fay  a  very  few  words. 
He  (hould  not  attempt,  he  faid,  to  follow  the  Noble  Lord  who 
hjid  broiight  forward  the  original  motion,  throtigh  the  vaft 
field  of  argument  that  he  had  taken  ;  but  he  begged  leave  to 
ohJe£l  to  tlie  enquiry  as  altogether  ufelefs.  He  could  not  ad- 
mit thit  the  expedition  had  failed  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  con* 
t^^ded  that  it  had  been  of  the  higheft  advantage  to  this  coun- 
try and  its  allies,  and  that  it  had  been  attended  with  an  emi- 
nent degree  of  fuccefs.  After  the  able  and  cloc|ucnt  argument 
of  his  iioble  friend  (Lord  Mulgrave)  ;ind  the  judicious  opinion 
delivered  by  the  noble  Earl  (£arl  Moirii)  who  had  ended  with 
moving  the  previous  queilion,  it  would  l)e  idle  in  him  to  wade 
the  time  of  the  Houfe  by  repeating  obfervations  fimilar  to  thofe 
;ilready  fubmitted  to  their  LordOiips  ;  but  before  he  fat  down 
he  muA,  as  an  individual  Ptter,  enter  his  proteA  againft  jthat 
siflcrtion  of  the  Noble  Lord  wl>o  moved  for  an  enquiry,  which 
blamed  our  force  for  not  coming  home  from  Holland  immedi- 
ately after  the  Dutch  Navy  was  taken  pofiedion  of,  witlioot 
waiting  to  attempt  any  thing  further.  The  capture  of  the 
Dutch  ihips  was  doubtlcfs  of  itfeif  a  lingular  fuccefsful  cir- 
cumQance,  and  materially  important  obje£t;  hut  if  the  troops 
bad  Immcdi^xely  returned  to  England  after  that  great  event 
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*  was  atchievcd  he  (boulJ  have  thougf  that  Miniftcrs  would 
have  had  much  to  anAver  for  on  accoit  of  the  cxpencc  at- 
tending the  equipment  of  fo  formidahl^  military  force,  and 
that  the  gallant  officers  entruftcd  with  thcommand  of  it  would 
have  been  difgraced.  His  Lord(hip  faichc  certainly  ftould 
vote  againft  the  propo^'cd  enquiry. 

Lord  Hollond  rofe  to  claim  the  ufu'.  indulgence  of  the 
Houfe,  as  mover  of  the  original  queftion  to  make  lome  re- 
mai  ks  on  the  olifervations  ofthofe  Nohlc  Lrds  who  had  fpokcn 
;ig  infV  \t. 

The  Lcrd  Chancellor  faid,  he  rofe  to  ftatithe  queftion  as  it 
flood  before  the  Houte. — A  motion  had  beei  made  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Committee,  to  enq'uire  into^he  caufes  of  the 
failure  of  the  late  expedition  to  Holland,  fin^  which  the  pre- 
vious queftion  had  been  moved.  The  NobleLord  (Holland) 
.might  fpeak,  therefore,  not  as  an  indulgence  Sut  as  matter  of 
right,  on  tlie  new  fubjecSl  of  the  previous  qu^fton. 

Lord  Holland  then  rofe,  and  faid  he  wi/hed  to  obferve  on 
an  argument  ftatcd  by  the  Noble  Earl  who  had  jui  fat  down, 
and  in  the  firft  inftance  by  the  Noble  Earl  at  the  htad  of  the 
Admiralty,  viz.  that  the  capture  of  the  Dutch  fliips  was  of  it- 
felf  a  great  and  important  matter  of  advantage  to  the  country, 
^nd  that  it  would  have  been  highly  unadvifable  to  have  brought 
away  the  army  without  attempting  any  thing' further.  Lord 
Holland  declared  that  he  neither  had  denied  uor  could  deny  the 
getting. pofleffion  of  the  Dutch  ftiips  was  an  important  acquire- 
ment ;  but  the  circQmftance  of  taking  poffeflion  of  the  fleet  in 
the  Texcl  was  one  great  means  of  ahenating  the  minds  of  the 
'Dutch  from  us,  and  if  the  feafon,  the  nature  of  the  country 
of  North  Holland,  and  the  ohftatles  it  prefented  were  fuch^as 
could  only  entail  difjjracc  on  the  army,  he  muft  continue  to 
afllrt  that  it  would  hnve  been  better  to  have  brought  the  army 
hack  and  not  to  have  facrificcd  the  lives  of  fo  many  brave  men 
for  the  puichafe  of  difgrace  or  difcredit  (for  certainly  the  be- 
ing obliged  to  pay  eight  thou  land  French  ptifoncrs  for  fecuring 
the  fafe  return  of  the  Brilifli  troops  to  England  was  highly  dit- 
grareful  and  difcrcditnhle)  ;  and  therefore,  notwithftanding  the 
taking  of  the  Dat,:h  nnvy,  he  felt  himfelf  entitled  to  fay  the 
expedition  to  Holland  had  failed  in  its  moft  important  objeft. 
■ — With  regard  to  much'  of  what  had  fallen  from  the  noble 
Earl  (Lord  Mulgravc),  whohad  paid  him  the  high  compliment 
ot  declaring  that  he  was  fie  for  bedlami  when  he  brought  for- 
ward fuch  a  motion,  as  the  queftion  muft  turn  wholly  upon 
the  feafon  and  the  weather,  he  differed  in  refpe£l  to  this  ;  he 
had  no  intention  to  bhme  the  elements,  but  ov«ry  thing  that 
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noble  Lord  had  faid,  went  entirely  towards  eflabliftiing  a  proof 
that  an  enquiry  was  abfolutely  neceflary,  both  for  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  the  Houfe  and  the  Country,  and  the  honour  of  the 
illuArlous  Commander  in  Chief,  and  the  gallant  officers  em- 
ployed under  him.  The  noble  Earl  had  told  iheir  Lordfhips 
that  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick  had  declared,  that  with  ten  thoa- 
fand  men  he  would  undertake  the  defence  of  Holland  againfl: 
any  army.  He  naturally  concluded  the  Duke  meant  this  un-- 
det  the  iuppofirion  that  he  was  in  pofTeffion  of  Amfterdam, 
Breda,  Bergenopzoom,  and  Maeftricht ;  but  if  the  Duke 
would  undertake  this  protection  of  Holland  with  ten  thoafand 
men  only,  was  there  not  great  blame  imputable  to  Sir  Ralph* 
Abercromby*s  delay  at  the  head  of  fifteen  thoufand,  for  that 
was  his  force  after  General  Don  reinforced  him  ?  Why  did  he 
not  pu(h  forward,  and  get  poffeffion  of  Amfterdam,  Breda, 
Maeftncht>  and  tiie  ftrong  fortified  garriJbns,  without  wait- 
ing to  afford  the  French  time  to  pour  into  North  Holland  fuf- ' 
ficient  reinforcements  to  fupport  the  Dutch  troops,  and  render 
the  expedition  imprafiicable  ^  If  what  had  been  (tatcd  was 
true,  that  20,000  men  would  have  l)ecii  fufficient  to  have  main* 
tained  the  place  which  the  Brit ifli  army  occupied;  what  oc* 
cafion  was  there  for  fending  40*000  men?  And  if  General 
Abercromby  was  able  to  penetrate  into  Zealand,  where  the  peo- 
ple were  faid  to  be  favourable  to  the  views  bf  this  country  ;  was 
it  not  neceffary  to  know  what  it  was  that  prevented  him?  A 
noble  Lord  had  objedted  to  the  enquiry  on  the  ground  of  its 
tending  to  difclofe  corrcfpondence  that  ought  to  be  kept  fecret. 
There  were  precedents  in  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  of  fuch 
objeftions  having  been  obviated  by  giving  in  blank  names* 
Whether  the  People  of  Holland,  at  the  time  of  the  Expedition 
were  fo  tired  of  the  French  as  to  widi  to  get  rid  of  them,*  he 
could  not  fay  ;  but  it  was  a  well-known  fact  that  at  the  time 
the  French  made  their  firft  attack  on  that  county  y,  the  Dutch 
received  them  witli  open  arms ;  and  when  the  Englifli  mode 
their's,  they  were  received  at  the,  point  of  the  bayonet.  His 
Lordfliip  faid,  he  was  far  from  imputing  blame  to  Sir  Ralph 
Abercromby,  or  the  officers  employed ;  he  charged  it  as  a  mat- 
ter of  cenfure  againft  his  Majefty  s  Minifters  if  the  fault  were 
proved,  on  examination,  to  be  with  them,  as  he  believed  it 
would  be  found  to  do,  if  an  enquiry  were  allowed.  He  con- 
ceived that  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby  afted  upon  the  inftructions 
furnidied  before  he  left  England,  by  the  Minifter,  or  fent  out 
to  him  while  he  was  in  pofleffion  of  the  Hclder.  No  diverlion 
in  favour  of  the  allies  had  taken  place  in  confequence  of  the 
expedition,  as  reprcfented  by  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the 
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Admiralty.  The  Engltfli  army  were  oppofed  by  troops,  which 
woai(t  not  have  fought  either  on  the  Rhine  or  in  Italy.  Hit 
Lordihip  replied  to  other  parts  of  Lord  Spencer's  fpeech,  and 
«)bferved  that  the  noble  EUirl  had  not  urged  much  objedlion  to 
an  enquiry,  and  indeed  confidering  the  office  he  fo  ably  fiitedy 
,  lliiat  ot  Firil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  he  thought  him  in  the 
jight^  rather  to  wifli  tlian  dread  fuch  enquiryi  becaufe  the  cap- 
ture of  the  E>utch  fhips  was  not  only  an  advantageous,  hut  the 
jnoft  important  circumAance  that  attended  the  expedition,  and 
at  the  fame  time  the  mofk  hoiK>urabIe  to  the  condufl  of  our 
marine.  His  Lordfhip  obferved  that  the  noble  Earl  (Ear{ 
Moira),  who  had  with  fo  much  honour  manifefted  his  zeal  tior 
llie  charadtcr  of  that  illuftrious  perfonage,  the  Duke  of  York» 
had  intimated  that  he  would  have  no  objedlion  to  an  enquiry. 
No  man  had  a  higher  refpei^  for  that  illudrious  charader  than 
lie  had,  ai>d  he  was  perfuaded  the  princely  Duke  governed  his 
military  condu£k  with  a  due  fenfe  of  the  con(\itutionai  right  of 
farhament  to  invefiigate  every  port  of  it.  Lord  Holland  added 
a  lew  other  obfervations,  and  concluded  his  reply  with  de- 
claring, that  from  all  he  had  heard'in  that  debate,  and  from 
every  view  he  could  take  of  the  expedition  and  us  disgraceful 
termination,  an  enquiry,  he  was  convinced^  was  indilpeniibly 
necefiary. 

Lord  Afvlgrave  faid  fome thing  had  fallen  from  the  noble 
Lord  in  his  obfervations t>n  the  arguments  by  other  noble  Lord« 
aind  hinifclf  that  remiered  it  abfolutely  neceflary  for  him  to  in- 
trude U()on  their  Lordfhi'lps  with  a  few  words  of  explanatiopw 
The  noble  Lord^  in  fa£i,  had  uuder- rated  his  arguments  as 
jnuch  as  he  h:id  over-rated  tlie  rank  he  had  the  honour  to  hold 
in  tlmt  Houie,  having  abfolutely  mifconceived,  arid  ncceflfarily 
mitlaken  what  he  had  faid  relative  to  Sir  Ralph  Abercromliy, 
and  furcly  the  noble  Lord  woukl  have  the  candour  to  admit* 
that  when  one  officer  was  fpeaking  of  another  officer,  it  paiti* 
cuiarly  behoved  ]iim  (Lord  Holland)  to  take  care  to  be  pre- 
cifcly  accurate  in  quoting  the  argumeut  he  undertook  to  an- 
fwer.  I'he  nchle  Lord  had  dated  him  to  hate  imputed  blame 
to  Sir  Ralph  Ahcrcromby  tor  not  having  advanced  further  ir)to 
Holland,  when  he  was  at  the  head  pf  15,000  men.  He  pofitively 
declared  that  he  had  not  faid  any  thing  refpeSing  that  diiiin-: 
guilLid  officer,  that  could  warrant  iuch  an  inference:  on  the 
contrary,  what  he  did  fay  was,  that  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie's 
delay,  while  he  was  waiting  for  reinforcements,  as  well  after 
he  was  joined  by  General  Don  as  before  that  event,  was  owing 
to  unavoidable  ci re um (lances.  He  faid  the  exertions  of  General 
Abeicrombie^  his  profciTional  fcience,  and  the  reiburces  of  hia 
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mind,  were  well  known,  and  it  was  natural  to  imagine  that 
with  (b  much  fkill,  vigour  and  wifdom,  that  di(ltngtti(}ie4 
officer  would  do  every  thing  that  could  tend  to  attain  the  ob^ 
"jeA,  of  attaining  which  he  had  undertaken  the  execution,  tn 
his  former  fpeech  he  had  faid,  that  the  refponiibility  for  any 
projeft  of  a  military  nature,  with  regard  to  its  probable  advaii^ 
tage  lo  the  State,  or  its  prafticability,  and  reafonable  profpeft 
of  fuccefs,  lay  wholly  with  Minifters  who  held  the  government 
of  the  country,  and  that  the  military  officers  employed  in  the 
execution  of  it  were  rcfponfible  only  as  far  as  their  condu6l  rf 
the  cnicrprife  became  queftionahle.  That  the  plan  of  the  de* 
fcent  oh  Holland  was  highly  expedient,  and  to  a  confiderable 
degree  faccefsful,  lie  believed  no  man  would  deny;  but  every 
military  commander  employed  in  the  condu6l  of  it,  though  di- 
redl^  to  achieve  a  particular  objc»ft,  muft  be  allowed  the  fair 
exercife  of  his  dtfcretionj  and  might  be  prevented  hy  unavoid* 
able  circumftances  from  achieving  all  that  was  wi (lied  To* 
the  exertions  and  rcfources  of  the-mind  of  General  Abcrcrombie 
were  after  forac  fhort  time  added  the  exertions  and  mental  re* 
fourccsof  that  illuftrious  charafter,  the  JJuke  of  Ycyk ;  it 
was  not  therefore  to  be  imagined  tliat  two  officers  of  fuch  high 
rank  would  have  failed  to  pu(h  their  advantages  to  the  utnridft, 
and  it  was  evident  the  whole  army  had  manifefted  the  utmo^ 
bravery.  No' man,  therefore,  could  do  fo  much  injufticc  to 
the  charaiJJers  of  thofe  two  great  officers,  not  to  give  them  cre- 
dit for  having  done  every  thing  that  circumftances  would  albw. 
Far  had  it  been  from  his  intention  to  fay  one  word  that  could 
be  conftrued  a  detraflion  of  their  merit.  His  leafon  for  ob- 
jedling  to  the  propofed  enquiry  was,  as  he  had  exprefsly  flatcd 
it  to  be,  that  the  elements  were  againft  us,  and  that  it  was  ow- 
ing'folely  to  the  winds  that  blew  and  the  (bowers  that  fell,  that 
all  the  objeSs  of  the  expedition  were  not  obtained. 

Lord  Holland  rofe  again  to  explain,  and  apologized  to  Lord 
Mulgravc  for  the  miftake  he  had  committed  in  terming*  him 
an  Earl,  He  faid  that  noble  Lord's  explanation  had  conhrmcd 
him  in  the  neccflity  of  an  enquiry.  If  General  Abcrcromby's 
delay  was  occafioned  by  unavoidable  circumftances,  an  en- 
quiry would  fervc  to  explain  what  thofe  circumftances  were, 
and  whether  Minifters  were  to  blame  or  not ;  for  as  yet  he  cer- 
tainly  could  not  know  the  fa£t,  but  an  enquiry  would  Ihow. 
With  regard  to  there  being  fubftantial  tcafon  to  believe  the 
generality  of  the  Dutch  were  in  our  favour, or  rather  in  favour 
of  the  Stadtholder,  he  believed,  if  they  rcfortedto  a  left  much 
advertedito  by  Minifters  as  a  favourite  one,  a  numerical  com- 
parifon,  the  contrary  would  be  found  to  be  the  cafe,  and  die 
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majority  would  he  found  to  be  againA  the  Stadtholder,  much 
more  againd  his  reftoration  with  fuch  additional  powers,  as,  in 
the  language  of  Adminiftration  it  was  termed,  a y?rc»i^  govern- 
ment. He  rauft  again,  therefore,  affcrt,  that  the  expedition 
had  failed,  and  that  an  (inquiry  ought  to  take  place. 

Lord  Clifton^  in  explanation,  faid,  that  with  regard  to  tho 
noble  Lord's  fupix)ritiQn,  tint  if  the  political  opinions  of  the 
Dutch  people  vvcrc  taken  numerically,  the  majority  would  be 
found  to  be  adveife  to  the  rcftoration  of  the  Stadtholder,  he 
entertaii>ed  a  veVy  o|)pofite  fentiment.  He  was  himfelf  in  Hoi- 
land  in  1787,  when  the  Dulce  of  Brunfwick  by  his  exertions 
prevented  a  revolution  in  the  Government  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces, meditated  tlirough  the  influence  of  the  French  demo* 
cratical  party  in  that  country.  At  that  time,  to  his  knowledge, 
.  almod  all  th^  inhabitants  of  Zealand,  and  by  far  the  majority 
of  the  whole  Dutch  people,  were  attached  to  the  Stadtholder- 
and  his  Cioverninent. 

Lord  GrenvilU  rofe,  not  to  enter  into  any  thing  like  an  ar- 
gument upon  the  fubjedl,  but  merely  to  deny  that  the  expedi^ 
tion  to  Holland  had  ended  in  difgrace  or  failure.  It  had  that 
day  been  proved  in  that  Houfe,  not  only  thai  there  was  no 
failure,  but  that  fo  far  from  its  ending  in  difgrace,  the  dirett 
contrary  was  the  cafe,  it  ended  with  credit,  and  was  in  every 
part  of  it  a  meafure  that  had  been  attended  with  great  and  glo* 
rious  advantages  to  this  country.  His  Lorddiip  faid  he  had  one 
matter  to  mention  further,  and  that  was  toexprefs  his  iiopethat 
the  noble  Lord  who  moved  the  previous  quertion,  would  have 
the  goodnefs  to  withdraw  it.  Whenever  the  previous  queftion 
was  moved,  it  was  generally  to  convey  a  meaning  not  adverfe 
to  the  matter  of  the  motion  iipon  which  it  was  moved,  but 
merely  that  it  was  not  the  proper  time  to  agitate  rhe  fubjei\. 
He  admitted  that  there  were  fome  occaGons  on  which,  for  ths 
fake  of  the  national  honour  and  credit,  it  was  abfolutely 
juftifiable  and  indifpenfibly  neceiTary  ;  but  oh  the  prefent  oc^ 
caiion  there  was  no  fuch  neceffity  ;  and  fo  far  was  he  from  wilh- 
ing  that  a  motion  for  an  enquiry,  where  there  was  no  reafon 
whatever  afligned  nor  argument  adduced  fufficieat  to  prove  that 
an  enquiry  was  neceflary,  would  be  got  rid  of  by  a  previous 
quef^ion,  he  was  anxious  to  pafs  a  decided  negative  upon  it. 
If  therefore  the  noble  Eatl  perilled  in  his  motion  of  the  pre- 
vious queflion,  he  muil,  though  very  unwillingly,  vote  againd 
it,  in  order  afterwards  to  give  the  original  motion  a  dire<S  and 
decidednegative. 

Earl  Moira  faid,  that  when  he  moved  the  previous  queftion, 
becouceived  it  was  the  common  way  of  difpofing  of  a  qucAion 
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deemed  improper.  He  was  riot  aware  that  it  was  liable  to  tjie 
conftruiSipii  tlaat  the  noble  Secretary  of  Sta^e  had  put  on  it. 
He  made  it  from  a  long  Cghted  view  of  the  probable  confc- 
quences  that  would  rcfult  from  an  enquiry  like  that  which  tic 
noble  Lord  had  moved  fo  have  gone  mto,  and  not  on  account 
ol'any  particular  ob]c£tion  to  his  arguments,  in  many  of  whit  h 
he  concurred  entirely.  But  feeing  the  inconveniencies  and  tl  e 
injury  to  the  puWic  intcrcft  that  mwft  rcfult  from  fuch  an  en- 
quiry, and  the  difficulty  that  would  be  thrown  on  his  Majefty's 
Miniilers,  if  they  entered  int^  the  quedion,  he  had  rifen  to  de- 
precate their  interference,  and  to  intreat  their  attention  to  the 
delicacy  of  their  fituation,  and  the  extreme  caution  necefiary 
for  them  to  preferve  on  fuch  an  occafion.  The  propofed  ca- 
qoiry  ifiuft  in  itfelf,  if  agreed  to,  prove  fruitlefs,,  and  (hould  it 
be  permitted  to  be  indituted/  would  open  a  door  to  the  regep* 
ti6n  of  a  fimilar  motion  for  an  enquiry  into  every  ungle  nuli^ 
tary  tranfa£tion  of  the  war ;  a  courfe  df  proceeding  that  would 
gfeatly  embarrafs  the  public  fervice.  There  certainly  were,  as 
the  noble  Secretary  had  acknowledged,  fome  occiifions  whein  ai^ 
enquiry  into  the  conduct  and  execution  of  a  military  tranfadtioa 
was  not  only  judifiable,'  but  abfolutely  proper  and  necefiary. 
In  the  prcfcnt  inftance,  it  muft  be  wholly  ufelefs,  becaufe  if  ' 
the  enquiry  were  allowed  to  be  inlVituted,  and  their  Lord(hips 
were  to  call  that  great,  gallant,  and  diAingtiKhed  officer.  Sir 
Il;»lph  Abercrombic,  to  their  bar,  and  put,  as  a  firfl  queflion  to 
him  :  Pray,  Sir  Ralph,  what  occafioncd  your  delay  in  profcr 
cuting  your  way  to  Amfterdam,  after  you  were  reinforced  by 
General  Don,  and  after  the  Duke  of  York  had  joined  you? 
His  anfvver  muft  neceflarily  be :  I  beg  leave  to  throw  myfelf 
on  your  Lordfhips*  candour,  and  muft  decline  giving  a  reply, 
becaufe  I  could  nor  do  fo,  without  bttraying  a  correfpondenpe, 
which,  if  once  known,  would  involve  thofe  concerned  in  car- 
rying it  on  in  certain  ruin,  and  do  the  higheft  injury  to  thein- 
tcreits  of  the  kingdom,  by  producing  moft  mifchievousembar- 
raflfments  to  the  future  conduft  df  the  war.  Upon  that  con- 
firteration,  his  Lordlhip  faid,  he  had  thought;  it  right  to  move 
the  previous  queftion  ;•  but  if  t!«r  ccnftrutStion  which  the  noble 
Secretary  of  State  had  put  upon  it,  was  the  true  con(lru£lion 
Q  previous  queftion  carried  with  it,  he  certainly  muft  withdraw  . 
Jiis  motion. 

The  qugftibn  was  then  put  **  That  the  previous  queftion  be 
withdrawn?"     hgrttA^Xo  nemine  dlfflnticnte*    ^       -    . 

The  queftion  was  next  put  on  the  main  queftion,  for  the  apH 
pointment  of  a  pommittte,  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the 
failure  of  the  Expedition  to  Holland. 
^    Vol.  I.  1800.  3  F  Contents 
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Majority     63. 
The  Lords  whd  voted  as  Contents,  were  the  Earl  of  S 
mcrfet*  Lord  Ponfonby,  (Earl  of  Befborotigli,)  Lord  Holland^ 
Lord  King,  Lord  Camelford,  and  Lord  Mansfield. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

WEDNESPAYy    FEB.  12. 

Lord  Hawkcjbury  moved,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to 
^onfider  of  fuch  farther  meafures  as  may  be  deemed  necefiary 
for  rendering  more  commodious,  and  better  regulating,  the 
port  of  London.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bragge  brought  up  the  report  on  the  Navy  and  Army 
Sedu€iion  Bills,  and  on  the  Bill  for  extending  the  fervices  of 
the  Militia  to  Ireland.  The  refolutions  on  both  were  agreed 
to,  and  the  Bills  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  the  next  day. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  Hawkefbury  the  confideration  of 
the  report  of  the  Corn  Committee  was  poftponed  from  Friday 
to  Monday  next. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved,  that  Mr.  Macdowal's 
Petition,  which  was  prefented  yefterday,  be  referred  to  a  Sele£t 
Committee.     Ordered. 

SUPPLY. 

The  Houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of 
"Supply, 

Mr.  Wallace  tnoved,  that  the  Navy,  Army,  Ordnance,  &c. 
Eftimates,  be  referred  to  the  faid  Coiiunittee,  which  being 
agreed  to, 

Mr.  Wallace  rofe  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  cer- 
tain regulations  which  had  been  adopted  in  the  defpartments  of 
the  Admiralty  and  the  Viflualling-Office,  at  the  fuggeftion  and 
recommendation  of  the  Ccvumittee  of  Finance.  Thefc  new 
regulations  produced  the  difference  that  miglit  be  obferved  in 
the  Eflimates  for  the  enfuing  year  in  the  departments  to  which, 
he  had  alluded.  There  would  indeed  be  found  an  increafe  in 
thcfe  Eftimaies  rather  than  a  diminution, but  when  the  nature 
of  that  increafe  was  duly  attended  to,  it  would  appear  that  the 
increafe  of  expencc  was  apparent  ratlier  than  real ;  and  that  it 
would  be  temporary,  not  permanent.  The  total  increafe  of 
the  eftablifhment  in  time  of  war  would  amount  to  8,299!. 
This,  in  time  of  peace,  it  was  propofed  to  Reduce  to  3,61 7I.  and 
when  a  peace,  folid  and  fecure,  was  reftored  (and  Chat  alone 
.  vas  the  peace  which  the  real  friends  of  the  country  would  look 
for),  a  confiderable  diminution  would  take  place  in  thenum-* 

her 
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ber  of  clerks,  which  the  multiplicity  of  bufinefs  now  made  it 
nccefiary  to  employ.  [Mt*  Wallace  here  entered  into  fome 
minute  details  in  explanation  of  the  reafons  for  ihcreafing  the. 
falariesof  the  higher  oflBceri  and  clerks  in  the  Admiralty^  when 
he  took  occafion  to  pay  the  higheft  tribute  of  praife  to  the  firft 
Secretary  of  that  department,  whofe  diftinguiihed  fervices  and 
indefatigable  labours  couM  be  remunerated  by  no  adequate  re-* 
ward]*  He  would  now  proceed  to  the  augmentations  that  had 
been  adopted  in  the  VidluaHing- Office,  and  tliere  alfo  the  ex- 
pence  was  t)ot  fo  real  as  apparent.  In  this  department  the; 
amount  of  the  old  eftablifhment  was  26,389!.  that  of  the  new 
eftabliihment  would  l)e  48,199!.  upon  which  a  difference  oC 
21,8  lol.  would  arife ;  that  would  however  be  amply  compen- 
fated  to  the  public  by  the  al)oIition  of  fees  and  other  cxpences, 
which  would  amount  to  about  31,000!.  Tlie  abolition W  fees 
would  have  the  good  eff'edl  ot  lecuring  better  terms,  for  the 
public  in  all  contracts;  and,  upon  the  whole,  he  thought  him*- 
felf  intitled  to  aflfert  that  there  would  l)e  a  faving  to  tlie  public 
of  about  io,oool. 

He  tliert  concluded  by  moving:  *'  That  the  fum  of 
685,429!.  13s.  I  id.  be  granted  to  his  Majedy  for  the  Or* 
dinaries  of  the  Navy  for  eleven  lunar  months,  beginning  the 
a6th  of  February,  1800." 

Mr.  Harrjjffon  thought  that  a  longer  notice  (hould  havfe  been 
given  previous  to  the  difcuffipn  of  a  matter  fo  complicated. 
He  was  no  enemy  to  granting  liberal  falaries,  where  real  and 
great  fervices  were  performed  ;.  but  if  in  fome  inftances  the  fa« 
laries  of  placemen  were  too  high  before,  fo  far  as  ihofe  were 
now  raifed  he  could  not  but  pronounce  the  meafure  to  be  a  bad 
one.^  He  faw  no  neceiTity,  for  example,  in  increafing  the(ala-  • 
lies  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  hecaufe  that  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Admiralty  was  augmented.  The  fervices  of  the^3e^ 
cretary  of  the  Admiralty  were  of  the  greateft  importance  both 
to  the  interefts  and  the  fafety  of  the  country,  and  entitled  hiia 
to  every  recompence  which  a  great  and  liberal  nation  could  be.- 
ftow.  Scarcely  any  other  office  could  come  in  competition 
with  his.  He  hoped  that  when  a  peace  would  permit,  this 
eftablifhment  to  be  reduced  that  Miniders  would  bear  in  mind 
that  no  extraordinary  number  of  clerks  (hould  be  kept  em- 
ployed. As  they  were  looked  upon  as  indifpeniably  neceflary 
at  the  prefent  moment,  he  would  not  object  to  their  continuing 
in  office,  but  he  held  himfcif  perfe£lly  at  liberty  to  revive  his 
obje&ion  to  any  fuch  number^  when  time  and  circumftances 
ihould  judify  his  obje&ions. 

Mr.  Burdon^  as  Member  of  the  Committee  of  Finance,  d^ 

£  F  2  clare 
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dared)  that  upon  due  invcftig^ulon  it  appeared  to  theCommaree 
that  fuch  incrcafe  of  falary  was  but  juft,  and  that  asfuch  they: 
recommended  it  to  the  attention  of  government. 

Admiral  BcrkeUy  vindicated  the  claims  of  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  to  the  falaries  they  poflefied. 

Mr.  Tterney  hoped  that,  by  his  not  oppolin£[  the  Supplies  at 
the  prefent  moment,  he  was  not  called  upon  by  a  fide  wind  to 
fandtion  the  extent  of  the  future  I\!ace  £ftahliihment.  He 
had  foretold  the  neceflity  of  raifing  the  falaries  of  the  clerks  in 
office,  and  he  had  cotifelied  that  hefliould  feel  great  fatisfafiion' 
at  feeing  that  increafe  take  place,  on  account  of  the  great  in^^ 
creafe  of  taxes,  and  high  price  of  the  necefTaries  of  life*  From 
the  fame  confideration  he  had  expreifed  a  willi  that  officers  on 
half  pay,  and  tbe  lower  clafies  of  the  clergy,  iliould  alfo  have 
their  fituation  relieved.  In  that  view  he  aflented  to  the  prin- 
ciple upon  which  the  propofed  regulations  were  made,  at  Jeaft 
to  a  certain  extent.  He  did  not,  however,  fee  what  title  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty  could  fairly  advance  to  an  increafe  of 
falary:  As  to  the  firft  Secietary  of  the  Adirriralty,  he  was  ready 
to  fubfciibe  to  cvciy  prnife  that  was  hcftowcd  upon  his  nieri- 
torioiis  fcrvices,  but  when  an  increaic  was  propofal  in  his  fa- 
lary, it  ought  to  l>e  recollected  that  that  Gentleman  held  a  placif 
inthe  Wcftlndiesof  confiderabie  value,  which  (hould  be  taiceft 
into  accourrt  when  thefc  ii:rvices  were  to  be  eftimated  and  re- 
compenfed.  As  to  the  abolition  of  {^^i%y  he  feared  it  woi'ilJ 
|)rove  but  of  little  faving  to  the  public,  as  lliere  was  no  fecttrity 
on  the  part  of  Government  Contractors  that  iht.y  would  not 
enter  into  a  fccret  collufion  to'  (land  out  for  as  hgh  prices  as 
\\\t^  were  wont  to  demand  while  the  fees  exirtcd.  But  to  the 
vrhole  of  this  fubjedl  he  would  have  another  opportunity  tu^d^ 
vert,  and  for  that  occafion  he  would  refervc  what  more  ob- 
fervations  he  had  to  ofRr.  •  "> 

'  The  Chance! Icr  of  the  Exchequer  allowed  that  it  was  fair  dnd 
candid  in  the  honourable  Gentleman  (Mr.  Tierney)  to  de^- 
clare,  that  bv  the  vote  he  was  now  about  to  give,  he  did*  ii€5t 
•mean  to  fanflion  the  Peace  Edablifhment,  or  preclude  himfelf 
from  oppofing  it  by  affenting  to  the  prefent  motion.  That 
honourable  Gentleman  who  had  expreffed  fo  much  feeling  and 
tendernefs  for  the  fituation-  of  the  public  clerks,  and  who  af- 
ferted  that  it  was  not  his  wifti  to  fiarve  the  public  offices,  was 
however  adverfe  to  the  idea  of  raifin^  their  falaries,  though  the 
fees  of  office  fliould  be  fuppreffed.  There  appeared  to  him 
fome  contradiction  in  this  oppofition ;  for  if  tht:  falaries  re- 
mained the  fame  after  the  fees  were  abolifhed,  would  \ht\t  be 
left  to  the  clerks,  whofc  fituation  hq  was  fo  much  alive  to, 

thofe 
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thofe  competent  cmoIuments*whtch  that  honourable  Gentle-, 
dehian  was  anxious  they  (hould  enjoy  ?  Upon  the  whole  it 
would  be  found  that  it  was  of  much  more  importance  to  pay 
tbem  liberally,  than  to  have  reconrfe  to  a  narrow  and  ill- 
timed  oeconomy,  and  he  Was  fatii^fied  with  his  honourable 
Friend  (Mr-  Waltace)  that  the  fees  might  be  fairly  fet  off 
againft  the  propdfdd  incresife  of  falary,  and  that  upon  the 
whole  the  increafe  in  the  expence  would  be  rather  apparent 
than  real.     But  the  abolition  of  the  fees  is  regarded  as  no  fe- 
ctirity  for  better  bargains  being  made  in  favour  of  the  pub- 
lic^ beciufe  it  is  aflerted  that  contractors^  by  means  of  a  fe- 
cret  coilufion,  will  (till  hold  out  for  as  high  prices  as  they  de- 
inanded  before.     This  it  was  not  natural  to  expeft ;  for  a 
merchant  would  rather  gain  as  much  as  he  could  than  rifque 
gaining  nothing  at  all;  befidcsy  if  it  appeared  that  colluQon 
was  rcfortcd  to.  might   not  official  *  regulations  be  made  to 
fruftrate  all  fucn  attempts?  Could  it  be  fuppofed  that  inftead 
of  20,  they  Would  pretend  to  infift  on  500  per  cent.?   The 
principle  of  ^omt)etition  would  .obviate' and  filence  all  fuch 
pretenfions.   As  to  what  was  fa\d  refpe^ing  the  place  held 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty,  in  the  Well-Indies,  he  had 
only  to  obferve,  that  that  Gentleman,  regarding  whofe  dif- 
tihguiihed  merits  to. the  country  there  was  but  one  voice  and 
opinion,  bad  gone  through  a  variety  of  fervices  during  the 
fpace  of  eighteen  years,  to  the  general  fatisfadlion  of  all  who 
were  connedled  with  him>  and  that  the  place  alluded  to  by 
the  hon.  Gentleman  was  the  reward  conferred, upon  him  for 
;hefe   fignal  fervices.     Would   the  hon.  Gentlemen  wi(h» 
chat'becaufe  that  reward  had  been  beflowed  uppo  antecedent 
fcf viices,  that  therefore  this  highly  meritorious  perfon  (hould 
re<^eive  no  remuneration  for  his  current  fervices,  (hould  he 
perfevere  in-performing  the  arduous  labours  in  which  he  is 
now  employed,  fo  much  to  the  benefit  and  the  honoi:^r  of  the 
couDtry  ?  Nothing  furely  could  be  more  qnjufl. 

.  Mr.  Tierpey^  in  explanation,  obferved,  that  it  was  worthy 
Iremark;'  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  had  4000I.  a 
year,  while  the  falary  of  the  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  was 
not  above  3000I.  •  • 

The  Chancellor  of  tht  Exchequer  obferved,.  that  the  ofHce  of 
Firft>  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  was  one  to  which  men  afpired 
with  a  patriotic  ambitiou,  and  whofe  fortune  rendered  the 
confideration  of  a  falary  as  little  elfe  than  fecondary.  It  was 
true,  neverthelefs,  that  that  ^igh  oiHce  deferved  a  higher 
falary. 

Mr. 


4*6  WOODFALL'S  parliamentary  reports.    [CoMMOHf, 

Mr.  Tiemey  again  explained. 

Mr.  ff^iliiMm  Smith  was  furprized  that  perfons  in  oflke 
ihould  be  the  only  perfons  who,  in  confequence  of  hard  tiroes^ 
fhould  think  themfelves  entitled  to  relief  from  the  blicdens' 
which  preflcd  fo  heavily  on  the  reft^of  the  country.  He 
wiflied  for  an  open  competition  for  the  offices  of  govern-** 
snenty  which  would  giv&to  talent  aiid  real  merit  a  fair  Chanee 
of  ju(l  didindion. 

'  Mr.  Baker  thought  their  claims  founded  in  perfect  jtiftice, 
and^ridiculed  the  idea  of  open  bidding,  and  a(ked  if  the  hoUi* 
Gentleman  wifhed  government  to  advertife  for  candidates  to 
fill  offices  of  the  firft  didinflion  and  refponCbility.  [A  hud 
lauih\ 

Mr.  ffallace  now  moved  the/everal  refojutions  in  theijr 
fucceffion^  viz. 

^5^151  S^*  ^or  Repairs,  Wear  and  Teari  Sic, 
i)3oo>oool.  probable  Exptnces  of  Ti-anfpoit  Service. 
500,000!.  PriH^ners  of  War  in  bealtK.  • 

90,000!.  Sick  Piifoncrs  of  War. 

And  the  other  fundry  votes  for  the  different  heads  of  expences 
In  the  Naval  Departments  \  which  being  read  were  agreed 
to. 

ARMY    EXTRAORDINAR4ES. 

The  Secretary  at  fVar  next  rofe  to  move  the  cxtraordi- 
naries  of  the  army.  On  thefe  eftimates  he  had  little  more 
to  offer  than  what  might  appear  from  the  mere  recital  of 
them.  The  Committee,  however,  might  be  defirous  to  learn 
the  genera}  comparifon  between  the  edimates  of  this  year 
and  thofe  of  preceding  years;  they  would  have  the  fatis* 
faction,  therefore,  of  finding  that  th^  number  of  men  to 
be  voted  this  year  was  lefs  by  32,000  than  that  voted  lail 
year.  This  diminution  would  fall  upon  the  lefs  difpofabla 
force,  the  militia,  for  example,  and  the  fencible  cavalry. 
Notwith(landing  thisdiminution,  the  regular  army  would  be 
encreafed  by  4^,qqo  men(.  The  whole  amount  of  the  nuou 
ber  he  propofed  to  be  voted  was  192,000  men,  which  was 
32,000  lefs  than  that  of  lad  year,  and  lefs  than  what  had 
been  been  voted  for  the  three  preceding  years.  The  expencc 
in  fome  articles  would  be  found  to  have  encreafed,  but  that 
encreafe  would  be  counterbalanced  by  a  diminution  of  ex- 
pence  in  other  articles.  Some  reduAion  had  been  made  in 
the  military  flaff,  which  would  have  amounted  to  2o,oooL 
were  it  not  found  neceflary  to  encreafe  the  expence  of  tho 
medical  ftaff  by  an  addition  of  9,000!.  There  were  fome 
new  heads  of  expence^  fuch  as  a  corps  of  y^aggoners  and  of 

pioneerst 
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pioneers,  which  had  proved  of  infinite  fervice  in  the  late  ex- 
pedition ;  thefe,  therefore,  it  was  tHought  proper  to  retain. 
The  whole  to  be  voted  was,  as  he  had  already  (iated, 
)<)^,coo  men  ;  to  provide  for  which  he  would  now  move 
that  there  be  granted  to  his  Majefty  the  fum  of  8,854,7ooh 

After  a  few  obfervations  from  Mr.'  W.  Smith,  that  rcfo- 
lution,  and  feveral  others  conne£ted  with  the  army  extraor- 
dinaries,  were  moved  and  agreed  to ;  and  the  report  of  the 
Committee  ordered  to  be  receJved  to-morrow. 

Thfi  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  moved,  that  an  humble 
addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  praying  that  he  would 
be  gracioVjfly  pleafed.to  diredl  that  there  be  laid  before  the 
Houfe  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  Privy  Council  re fpefling 
the  (hips  from  Mogadore,  relative  to  which  he  had  the  pre- 
ceding day  brought  down  a  melfage  from  his  Majefty. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  then  difpofed  of,  and 
the  Houfe  adjourned* 


HOUSE   OF   LQRDS: 

THURSDAY,  FEB.  I3. 

Lord  GrenvtUe  brought  down  the  following  meflage  from 
his  Majefty,  which  was  read  by  the  Lord  Chancellor.^ 

GEORGE  R. 
His  Majtily  is  at  prefont  employed  in  concerting  fuch  engagements  with 
the  Emperor  of  Gtimany,  the  Ejedlor  of  fiavaria,  and  other  Powers  of  the  ' 
Empire,  as  may  ftrtngchen  the  efforts  of  his  Imperial  Majcfly,  and  materi- 
ally conduce  to  the  advantage  of  the  ^mmon  caufe  in  the  courle  Qf  the  cn- 
fulng  campaign;  and  his  Majefly  will  give  direOions  that  thefe  engage- 
ments,  as  foon  as  they  (ball  have  been  completed  and  ratified,  fhall  be  laid 
htrfore  the  Houfe.  But,  in  order  to  enfure  the  benefit  of  this  co-operation 
at  an  early  period,  his  Majefty  is  deiirous  of  authorifmg  his  Miniftcr  to  make 
(prbvifionally),  fuch, advances  as  may  be  necclTary,  in  the  fiift  iiiitance,  for 
tliis  purpofe }  and  his  Majefty  recommends  it  to  tht  Houfe  to  enable  him 
fo  make  fuch  piovifion  accordingly.  G.  R. 

Lord  Grenville  moved  that  the  faid  addrefs  be  taken  into 
conflderation  the  next  day,  and  that  the  Lords  be  fuminoned. 

The  appeal  caufe  from  Scotland,  which  ftood  for  hearing 
the  next  day,  was  adjourned  till  Monday  next.' 

After  waiting  fome  time  in  vain  for  the  NTembers  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  who  were  expefted*  to  prcfent  fome 
bills  that  had  paRed  their  Houfe  of  ParliAment,  the  Lords 
adjournied. 

•        HOUSE 
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HOUSE   OF  COMMC|NS. 

THURSDAY,    FEB..I3. 

The  Mafter  of  the  Rolls  faid,  that  he  was  defired  by  Mr. 
Abbot  to  give  notice  that»  owing  to  indirpofitiony  he  would 
not  make  his  protxiifed  nriotion  for  a  Commrttce  to  enquire 
into  the  (late  of  the  public  records  till  Tueiilay  next. 

Several  petitions  were  received  fronn  infolvent  debtors  con-- 
fined  in  prifon,  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Lord  Siopford  informed  the  Houfe  that  the  addrefs  voted 
on  Tuefday  had  been  prcfented  to  his  Majefty,  and  gracioufly 
received,  and  that  his  Majefty  had  ordered  the  requined  lifts 
to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Bragge  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Supply,  which  was  rc^d,  and  agreed  to. 

The  Secretary  at  War  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
punifh  thofc  found  guilty  of  mutiny  and  defertion. — Leave 
granted. 

The  militia  and  feduSion  bills  were  read  9  third  timei  and 
pafTed. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  prefented  a  lift  bf  thofc 
now  in  cuftody  under  the  furpcnfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
A£l,  with  the  places  of  their  confinerhent,  and  the  dates  of 
their  commitment. 

'    UpoYi  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  this  lift  was  read,  and 
lW?n  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  brought  down  a  Meflagc 
from  his  Majefty  [the  fame  ^%  that  delivered  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords]. 

'tie  then  moved,  that  his  Majefty's  moft  graci6us  meflagc 
be  taken  into  confideration  the  next  day;  and  gave  notice 
that,  in  the  Committee  of  Supply  on  Monday,  he  would 
move  that  the  Aim  of  500,0001.  be  granted  to  his  Majefty  to 
make  good  his  engagements. 

Mr.  Sheridan  wifhed  to  know  whether,  fince  we  were  to 
take  into  pay  the  enfuing  feafori  a  large  number  of  Germans, 
wc  would  continue  tp  employ  the  fame  number  of  Rufljans 
which  we  did  the  laft  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  made  anfwer  that,  ^owing 
.10  the  great  diffiulty  of  at  prefent  correfponding  wUh  evtry 
part  of  the  continent,  they  were  not  perfe£lly  acquaiated 
with  the  intentions  of  the  Emperor  of  Ruflia,  but  he  rather 
thought  we  would  not  employ  the  Ruffians  jto  the  fame  ex- 
tent as  laft  campaign.  He  took  this  opportunity  to  ft^^te, 
that  he  had  every  rcafon  to  believe  that  monarch,  was  ftill  cor- 
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dial  in  the  caufe  in  which  he  had  embarked^  and  that  his 
troops,  now  more  immediately  under  our  direSbiony  would 
continue  to  aft  with  us.  But  the  obje£l  pf  the  prefent  en* 
gagements  was  to  infure  a  more  refpedable  force  being 
brought  into  the  Md  againfl  France  this  campaign  than  had 
gained  the  glorious  fucceffes  of  the  laft,  although  his  Majefty  * 
the  Emperor  of  Ruffia  (hould  not  choofe  to  co-operate! 

Mr.  Tierney  brought  up  a  bill  for  empowering  the  juftices 
of  the  peace  to  fix  the  rate  of  the  wages  of  labourers,  arti- 
ficersy  &c.  which  was  read  a  fir  A  and  fecond  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Long  prefented  feverat  pubKc  accounts.— rOrdcred  to* 
lie  on  the  table. 

SUSPENSION  OF  HABEAS  CORPUS. 

The  Attorney  General  rofe  according  to  notice  to  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  continue,  for  a  limited  time;  the' 

,  a6l  of  the  39th  of  his  prefent  Majefly,  cap.  4,  by  which  the 

"^  Habeas  Corpus  Aft  is  fufpended.    He  thought  it  unneceflary 

to  trouble  the  Houfeon  the  prefent  occafion.  A  report  had* 
been  made  out  laft  feffion  of  the  plans  of  the  difaffefted  ;  the 

r  Houfe  had  then  almoft  unanimoufly  voted  for  the  fufpcnfidti- 

of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Aft,  and  fincc  that  no  change  had  taken' 
place ;  perhaps  we  had  now  lefs  to  fear  from  French  arms,' 
but  no  one  could  read  the  report  of  the  Secret  Committee  of 

,  the  Houfe  of  Commons' without  being  convinced  that  we  had 

ftill  much  to  fear  from  French  principles.  There  were  ftill 
many  pcrfons  difpofed  to  be  feditious,  and  who,  were  it  not 

/  for  the  falutary  regulations  of  that  act,  would  difiurb  the 

peace  of  the  community.  He  therefore  hoped  that  no  oppo-. 
fition  would  be  made  to  its  continuance.  ' 

Mr.  yones  declared  that  the  motion  (hould  have  his  moft 
decided  oppofltion  ;  it  went  to  overturn  the  conftitution  :  it 
might  appear  to  be  but  a  trifling  violation  of  it,  but  a  rock 
was  wafhed  away,  not  by  the  violence  of  the  current,  but  by; 
the  frequency  of  its  friction.  It  appeared  from  the  lift 
which  had  been  read  that  there  was  no  longer  any  occafion 
for  the  act ;  if  it  is  ufed  as  a  meafure  6f  prevention  it  muft 
be  cternaK 

Mr.  Buxton  faid,  that  though  Jacobinical  principles  had 
become  lefs  prevalent  in  England,  they  i\\\\  fiourilheii  on  the- 
continent  of  Europe,  and  might  again  be  introduced.  To 
the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  aft  gentlemen  owed  the' 
power  of  then  debating  in  that  Houfe. 
/  '    Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  that  the  hon.  Gentlenun  who  had  juft 
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hi  down  h;^d  brought  ihe  quedion  to  an  extraordinary  jjiToe/ 
However  quiet  we  are  at  hotrie,  as  long>  according  to  him,  as  a 
fcditious  fpirit  exifts  in  any  part  of  Europe,  wemuftcontrnue 
to  fufpend  t  he  Hahas  Corpus  a£l.  Although  the.  French  (hould 
difavow  every  Jacobin  principley  dill,  if  fome  remote  coun* 
try^ftiould  nourilh  thefe  opinions,  we  virere  to  remain  deprived 
OT  our  molt  valuable  privileges.  Was  the  diOinguiflied 
loyalty  difplayed  by  every  clafs  of  fociety,  the  t)atience  of 
all  in  bearing. the  mod  intolerable  public  burthens,  their  ala*^ 
crity  to  enter  the  fervice,  and  maintain  the  war,  not  fuflicient 
to  fatisfy  Minifters  that  the  prefent  government  is  fecure? 
Did  all  thefc  convincing  proof s  go  for  nothing,  and  mud  we 
keep  our  eyes  fixed  upon  foreign  dates,  and  not  upon  the 
fttuation  ot  our  native  country  r  If  this  is  to  be  the  cafe,  it 
^erbl^ter  to  repc^al  the  a£t  altogether,  than  thus  to  fufpend 
if^flrjc^r  to  year.  But  this  argument  of  looking  to  the  prin- 
ciple? bf  Another  country  m.ight,  with  equal  propriety,  be 
apl^lrtd'  to  the  crown.  Since  there  are  defpots  and  tyrants 
abroad,  we  (hould  deprive  our  fovereign  of  every  poflibiliiy 
of  ever  becoming  defpotic  or  tyrannical :  (ince  fome  mo^ 
i)archs  have  appointed  ignorant  and  corrupt  judges,  we  (hould 
no  longer  permit  his  Majetly  to  name  the  adminidrators  of 
judice.  Since  fome  potentates  have  declared  war,  unjudly 
invaded  Poland  for  indancc^  we  diould  wred  from  the  King 
thfe  ppwer  of  the  fword.  All  that  we  might  do  with  equal 
propriety;  bticaufe  fome  nations  had  abufed  their  liberty, 
ihould  we  deprive  the  people  of  Great  Britain  of  all  their 
valuable. privileges?  It  was  faid  that  no  change  had  taken 
place ;  but  it  was  incumbent  upon  thofe  who  fupported  this, 
meafufe  to  prove  that  it  was  neceflary.  No  fuch  neceflity 
exided.  In  1798  many  people  had  been  taken  upon  fuf- 
picion,  and  in  cold  damp  dungeons,  obliged  to  undergo  the 
inod  dreadful  harUdiVps;  but,  dnce  the  (pring  of  17991  no 
one  had  been  apprehended  but  one  Irifliman  and  a  Swedidi 
Baron.  He  was  ferry  that  he  had  mentioned  this,  as  Mini- 
fterS  might  feize  fourteen  or  fifteen  innocent  men,  that  they 
might  have  a  plaufible  pretext  for  carrying  through  the  bill. 
But  it  was  evident,  from  that  circumflance,  that  the  meafure 
Was  unnecefTary.  It  could  not  be  fuppofed  that  Miniders 
had  become  remifs,  or  that  they  had  difbanded  the  fquadrons 
of  their  fpies.  Was  it  reafonable,  then,  that  ten  millions 
of  men  fliould  be  reduced  under  the  directorial  power  of  his 
Majedy's  Miniders,  becaufe  an  Irifhman  and  a  Swedifh  Ba* 
ron  liad  thought  fit  to  conduct  themfclves  impropcily  ? 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Buxton  fpoke  a  few  wordi  in  explanation. 

The  Secretary  at  IVar  faid,  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  feetned 
to  hati«  forgotten  that  there  was  fuch  a  thing  as  the  French 
revolution.  The  principles  of  that  revolution  had  fpread 
from  country  to  country^  and  wherever  they  had  operated, 
had  extirpated  religion,  had  rendered  property  infecure,  and 
had  ptxxiuced  unfpeakabie  calamities.  It  was  the  duty  of 
Parliament  to  prevent  their  growth  in  Great  firitainy  and 
though  they  were  tint  at  prefent  prevalent  here,  dill  they  flou^ 
riflied  in  the  (ifter  kingdom.  If  the  examples  of  defpotifm 
and  of  unjud  warfare  were  dangerous,  he  thought  we  ihould 
look  with  a  fuTpi^ious  eye  to  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  ^ 
but  as  thefe  examples  could  have  no  bad  eiFed,  the  argument 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  no  weight  whatever.  The  pre- 
fent greatnefs  of  the  country  was  to  be  afcribed  to^.thp. ope- 
ration of  th^  meafure, and  if  it  were  not  perfever^djij,  the 
former  difturbances  would  be  renewed.  Bccaufe  there  was 
mt  prefent  an  appearance  of  tranquillity,  it  by^no  means  fol- 
lowecf  that  we  were  in.  perfeft  fcctirity.  Forty-eight  hours 
before  the  Irifh  rebellion  broke  our,  no  danger  was  appre- 
hended. Republican  France  was  the  caufe  of  fedition,  and 
till  the  catife  was  remove4i  the  t^tOi  would  remain. 

Sir  F.  Buriett  faid,  that  from  the  arguments  of  the  hqa*^ 
Gentleman  oppofite,  he  could  deduce  no  other  inference  thaiij 
that  what  they  called  Jacobin  principles  were  neither  mor^ 
nor  lefs  than  the  principles  of' liberty;    and,  as  he.^id 
not  think   the  {Principles  of  liberty  could  ever  be  extir^ 
guiOied  in  the  hearts  of  Britons,  he  faw  no  reafon  to  hopa 
why  this  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  ad  might  not  be- 
coale  perpetual.     It  was,  he  faid,   truly  alarming  to  the 
friends  of  freedom  in  this  country.     It  was  the  great  bar-* 
rier  of  the  conftitution,  and  if  once  trampled  under  foot, 
every  veftige  of  freedom  expired  with  it.     It  was  (Irange^ 
indeed,  that  Miniftcrs  fliould  have  thought  it  ncceflary  to  im- 
piiibn  fo  many  perfons  for  near  two  years,  and  yet  ihouid 
not  have  been  able  to  adduce  evidence  of  their  guilt  fuffi- 
cientj  t9^.bf  jng  them  to  trial.   The  raoft  arbitrary  and  uncon- 
ftitutiopiirf  cncafures  had  been  reforted  to  in  arrefting  the  fe- 
veral  gcr(on.$  who  were  now  in  cuftody.     The  idea  of  si 
man's  houfe  being  his  cafile  was  done  away.     7'he  idea  that 
the  cottage  was  as  fafe  as  the  palace  was  entirely  fled.     The 
cuftom  had  been  eftabliflied  by  the  prefent  Minifters  to 
break  into  the  houfes  of  private  characters  in  the  dead  of 
night  \  to  tear  maders  frorxi  their  families,  huibands  from 
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their  wives>  and  perfons  in  other  fitiiations  from  all  that  was 
Valuable  to  them  ;  to  load  them  immediately  with  irons,  and 
thus  drag  them  to  that  infamous  prifon  in  Clerkenwell. 
This  was  the  cafe  of  the  people  arrefted  in  Manchcfter.'  He 
appealed  to  the  forcible  eloquence  of  the  late  Earl  of  Chat- 
ham (the  father  of  the  prefent  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer) 
on  this  fubjedty  and  faid^  that  if,  at  that  moment,  he  was 
jirefcnt  in  that  Houfe,  and  it  was  known  to  the  people  of  this 
country  that  he  meant  to  hurl  the  thunder  of  his  eloquence 
againft  the  meafure  now  in  debate,  that  the  avenues  to  the 
Houfe  would  be  fo  crowded,  and  the  fpirit  of  the  people  fo 
xoufed  by  his  infpiring  powers,  that  Miniders,  he  believed, 
.would  be  glad  to  Aiakc  their  efcape  in  fafety  from  the  feats 
jn  which  they  then  fo  exult  ingly  fat.  Sir  Francis  made  fopne 
remark  on  the  nature  of  the  majority  in  that  Houfe  (which 
raifed  2^  cry  of  Chair^  Chair^  Chair J^ 

The  Speaker  thought  the  hon.  Gentleman  was  diforderly. 

Sir  Francis  Burdett  proceeded,  and  faid  he  had  feen  an  At- 
torney  General,  who,  for  many  years  pad,  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  bringing  in  bills  of  this  nature,  who  was  now  ad- 
vanced to  one  of  the  fird  filuations  in  the  kingdom,  and 
likely  to  be  advanced  to  the  very  firft,  with  an  income  of  fe- 
yeral  thoufands  a  year,  and  a  peerage,  and  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  brought  in  the  prefent  bill  was  in  the  f»mc  track 
to  preferment.  Againft  fuch  arguments  he  did  not  fijppofe 
any  thing  he  could  advance  would  much  avail,  and  he  fhould 
therefore  content  himfeif  at  prefent  with  dividmg  the  Houfe 

'    upon  the  qucftion.      .     ^      .- .  ^., 

Mr.  Canning  thought  that  it  it  was  poilible  to  entertain  a 
doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  motion,  that  doubt  muft  be 
removed  by  the  fpecch  of  the  hon.  Baronet.  He  lamented 
that  a  Gentleman  of  fuch  talents,  and  of  a  rank  fo  high,  that 
it  might  well  ftimulate  the  ambition  of  obfcure  adventurers 
to  attain  to  it,  (hould  be  fo  far  mifled  by  his  party  attach- 
ments as  to  doubt  the  exiftenCe  of  jacobinifm,  but  efpecially 
Xo  fuppofe  that  by  jacobinifm  could  be  meant  liberty.  Jaco^ 
binifm  was  not  liberty,  but  it  was  that  fever  and  foul  diftem- 
per  of  the  moral  and  political  world,  which,  deranging  and 
oorrupting  the  vulgar  mind,  with  the  authority  of  fome  ta- 
lent, and  fome  rank  to  give  it  currency,  had  overthrown 
ftates,  had  raviiged  tliofe  nations  of  Europe  mod  which  were 
mod  the  alTertcrs  and  the  defenders  of  genuine  liberty.  But 
the  danger  was  not  to  be  treated  ^s  unimportant,  when  tho 
character  of  jacobinifm  was  confidered  in  all  the  latitude  of 

its* 
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its  application.  He  expatiated  on  the  rife  and  progrefs  of 
jacobinifniy  and.  obferved,  that  the  mirchief  done  to  Europe' 
mighi  yet  inflid  flill  greater  evils  on  the  world,  if  in  this 
Hngle  nation  at  lead  fedition.  was  not  oppofed,  and  its  mad 
^miflaries  retrained  and  fupprefled.  Tlic  numbel-  of  the  fe- 
ditious  was  few,  but  a  profligate  minority  was  always  dan- 
gerous, becaiife  they  always  endeavoured  to  aflume  the  tone 
and  weight  of  a  majority.  The  ufe  vi'hich  Bonaparte  had 
made  of  his  influence  and  power  (hewed  clearly,  that.if  evelc 
a  time  exiflcd  when  the  path  of  frantic  ambition  was  the 
path  to  glory,  the  prefent  was-  that  period.  Bonaparte^  ' 
though  at  prefent  a  dt^fpot,  was  flill  in  his  heart  a  jacobin* 
and  intent  on  the  eflablifliment  of  a  jacobin  government* 
He  next  commented  on  the  obfervation%  of  Mr.  Sheridan> 
whofe  arguments  he  combated  with  much  force  of  reafoMitigt '> 
and  ridiculed  the  fcruples  of  the  hon.  Baronet  (BurdAt^,'^^ 
fpeding  midnighi  arrefl.  The  defcription  of  tha^^firnv^ 
a£lion,  in  the  pathetic  language  of  the  hon.  BaroDet,  Thight 
do  well  enough  to  heighten  the  horror  of  night  in  a  novd, 
but  it  would  not  become  a  grave  aflembly  to  vote  a  ^rave 
queflion  on  fuch  mifreprefentaiions.  The  honl  Baronet  had 
faid  the  cottage  was  not  as  fafe  as.  the  caflle ;  but  from  the 
jacobin  principles  fpread  through^ll  Europe,  when  the  prin- 
ciple was  avowed  of  war  againfl  the  caflles,  and  peace  to 
the  cottage,  it  was  at  leafl  necelfary  now  to  fee  that  the  caftle 
(hould  meet  with  equal  protedion  as  the  cottage  did.  Hav- 
ing enforced  thefe  and  other  obfervations,  he  concluded  by 
giving  his  hearty  aflent  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  ff^ilberforce  fpokein  favour  of  the  motion. 
.  Mr.  Sheridan  obferved,  that  he  well  knew  the  cuftoiti  was 
to  rife  in  explanation  if  a  member  foimd  himfelf  mifrepre- 
fented ;  but  fo  much  had  been  faid  to  which  he  wt(hed  to 
reply,  that  the  forms  of  the  Houfe  would  not,  perhaps,  al- 
low of  his  Rating  it  as  explanation.  He  (hould,  however, 
move  an  amendment.  He  accordingly  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  "  for  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
a«5(,  whenever  it  (hould  appear  manifefl  to  the  Houfe  that 
fuch  a  fufpenfion  was  necefTary." 

Mr.  Speaker  obferved  that,  conformable  to  the  orders  of 
the  Houfe,  and  indeed  to  ufage,  no  provifional  order  could  be 
made.     It  was  fuch  a  motion  the  hon.  Member  had  pro- 

Eofed.     Hence  the  prefent  nriotion  could  not  be  entertained^ 
ecaufe  every  order  mud  be  abfolute. 

The 
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The  ChanceUar  of  the  Exchequer  was  of  opinion,  that  no 
membdr  who  had  fpoken  already  againft  the  queftion  could 
make  a  new  motion,  evidently  with  an  intention  of  again 
fpeaking  on  the  fame  que'ilion.     He  did  not  doubt  but  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Sheridan)  wiflied  for  an  opportu«- 
nity  to  reply,  but  furely,  as  his  defire  of  fpeaking  was  fo 
ftrong,  he  might  have  aikcd  any  of  his  friends  near  him  to 
move  an  amendment. 

The  Speaker  faid,  that  the  Houfe  was  not  to  prefume  be* 
fore^hand  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  fpeak  in  reply. 
He  could  not,  however,  fupport  any  opinion  he  -might  en- 
tertain by  referencesto  exifting  caCss,  but  it  was  fittidg-to  be 
remarked,  that  any  hon.  Member  might  move  an  adjourn-^ 
ment  of  a  t^ate  in  which  he  had  already  fpoken.^ 

The  Chancelhr  of  the  Exchequer  wifhcd  to  know,  whether 
the  hoM.  Member  CQHld  move  an  amendment. 

The  Mafler  of  the  Rolls  th6ught  the  rules  of  the  Houfe 
doly  gave  the  hon.  Member  the  right  of  explaining. 

The  Speaker  repeated,  that  Mr.  Sheridan  might  move  to 
adjourn  the  debate ;  but  preifed  no  opinion  as  to  the  motioa 
propofed.  la  fa&,  he  did  not  think  it  could  be  in  ftriAnefs 
entertained  by  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Sheridan  obferved,  that  one  thing,  at  leaft,  was  ad* 
mitted,  that  he  might  move  an  adjournment;  and  certainly 
if  he  had  to  confult  his  good  wiihes  for  the  hon.  Member 
(the  Mafter  of  Rolb)  who  fpoke  lad,  he  would  do  fo,  as  it 
would  be  but  kindnefs  to  that  learned  Gentleman  to  move 
an  adjournment  till  he  knew  better  the  nature  of  fuch  quef- 
ttons.  He  would  not,  however,  move  any  adjournment ;  but 
he  challenged  the  hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentleman  oppofite  to 
him,  to  debate  the  whole  queftion  with  Kim  on  their  own 
principles,  on  the  iecond  reading. 

Mr.  Sheridan's  motion  was  withdrawn. 

The  queftion  was  then  put  on  the  original  motion,  when 
the  Houfe  divided. — 

Ayes  -  -  .  69      ' 

Noes  -  *  9     . 

Majority  60 

The  bill  was  afterwards  brought  up,  read  a  firft  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  Wednefday  next. 
Adjourned. 

* 
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Lift  of  the  Minority  on  the  Qucftion  for  continuing  the 
Stifpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Aft. 

fiouvcrie,  Hon\  E.  Martin,  J. 

Harrifon/J..  Nicholls,  J. 

Hobhouft,  B.  St.  John,  Hon.  St.  A. 

Jones,  T.T.  '  Ticrney,  G. 

Jolliffir,  W. 

_•  TELLERS. 

Sheridan,  R.  B.  Burdetf,  SirF% 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

FRIDAY,  FEB.  ll. 
/ 
MOTION  FOR  A  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  SCARCITY  OP 

GRAIN.  -  .1'  - 

Lord  Aucklund  faid,  that  he  wiflied  to  make-fome  mehtfen 
of  a  mod  interefting  fubject.     He  was  fure  that  the  anxiet/* 
reflecting  it  could  not  exceed  what  mud  be  felt  by  every  one 
of  their  LordQiips.    The  Houfe  would  at  once  perceive  that 
be  was  alluding  to  the  inconvenience  (perhaps  he  ought  to 
ufe  a  (Ironger  word),  which  many  parts  of  the  kingdom  are 
fnffering  from  the  deficiency  in  the  laft  crop  of  grain.   '  He 
was  not  prepared  to  offer  any  opinion  as  to  the  degree  and 
extent  of  that  deficiency.     But  it  was  in  the  recollection  of 
all,  that  a  l(>ng  fucceflion  of  wet  weather  had  prevailed  in  all' 
Europe  through  the  whole  of  the  laft  (ummer,  and  alfo  dur- 
ing the  harved.     It  was  alfo  well  known  that  the  actual 
prices  of  every  kind  of  grain  are  high,  and  are  encreaflng. 
The  Houfe  of  Commons  iiad  thought  proper  to  enter  into  an 
invedigation,  both  as  to  the  nature  of  the  evil,  and  as  to  any 
practicable  fuggedions  which  might  be  brought  forward  for 
the  purpofe  of  alleviating  it.  .  Their  Committee  had  jud 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  an  intereding  datement  of 
evidence.     Jt  was  his  object,  in  the  fird  place,  to  put  their 
Lorddiips  in  pofTeflion  of  tliat  report ;  but  in  order  to  obtain 
it,  the  forms  of  the  two  Houfes  would  require  that  the  fub- 
ject ftiould  be  regularly  before  their  Lordthips.     With  this 
view  he  intended  to  move  the  appointmenf  of  a  Committee, 
and  then  to  fend  a  meflage  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that 
their  Lorddiips,  having  the  high  price  of  corn  under  confide* 
ration,  widted  to  have  a  copy  of  the  report  in  quedi'\i     The 
Committee  thus  opened,  would  be  ready  for  any  iiivtdiga* 
tion  that  circumdances  might  make  expedient :  but  as  p^ 

individual 
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individual  he  wiOied  to  be  underftood  not  to  pledge  himfelf 
to  move  farther  in  the  bufinefs.  Generally  fpeaking,  he  had 
little  hope  of  public  advantage  from  Parliamentary  inter- 
ference with  the  produce  and  didribution  of  the  necelFaries  of 
life.  On  the  other  hand,  he  was  not  fo  attached  to  bookifl) 
fyftcms,  and  to  the  cold  principles  pf  political  ceconomy,  as 
to  prefume  that  it  could  be  pradlicable,  or  indeed  dedrable,  to 
Iieep  a  fubje£l  of  national  anxiety  from  the  cognizance  and 
dtfcuflion  of  the  guardians  of  the  nation.  One  ftep,  indeed, 
might  be  taken  by  Parliament  towards  leflening  the  adual 
preflure,  and  towards  averting  any  extremity  of  diftrefs. 
Certainly  much  benefit  raight  refult  from  their  Lorddiips' 
example,  if  in  their  wifdom  and  generofity  they  (hould  think 
proper  to  make  a  great  and  timely  redudion  in  the  QOti- 
fumption  of  \vheat  within  their  refpeflive  families.  Such 
an  example  would  have  due  influence  with  other  -clafTes 
and  defcriptions ;  and  every  one  would  concur  in  chearfully 
iharing  a  privation  which  a  vifitation  of  Providence  had  made 
neceirary.  In  (hort,  if  ihe  evidence  given  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Commons  be  thought  deferving  credit^  the  kingdom 
nay  be  compared,  to  a  large  vefTel  at  fea^  with  a  numerous 
crewy  and  with  a  known  infufficicncy  of  provifions  for  the 
ordinary  fervicc  and  length  of  the  voyage.  The  officers  of 
a  veflel  fo  circumdanced,  would  be  the  mod  culpableof  men 
if  they  neglected  to  enforce,  both  by  precept  and  by  example, 
a  great  and  timely  redu£lion  in  the  general  confumption. 
.  It  would  be  feen  in  the  evidence  annexed  to  the  report  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  perfons  very  converfant  in  the 
fubjed,  eftimate  the  lad  year's  produce  at  little  more  than 
half  a  crop ;  which  words  are  explained  to  near  half  the 
quantity  ncceflary  for  the  ordinary  confumption  of  the  king- 
dom. The  fame  perfons  edimate  that  the  (lock  in  hand  at 
the  period  of  the  laft  harveft  might  be  equal,  at  the  utmoft, 
to  two  months  confumption.  It  would  alfo  be  found  in  the 
evidence,  that  barley  and  oats,  from  which  great  aid  had  been 
derived  in  the  emergency  of  1796,  are  at  prefent  fcarce  and 
high  priced.  Lord  Auckland  faid,  that  he  was  not  prepared 
either  to  admit  or  to  controvert  the  accuracy  of  thcfe  date- 
ments;  but  it  required  little  obfervation  or  reflexion  to  be 
convinced  that  the  lad  crop  of  grain  had  fallen  far  diort  of 
what  is  wanted  for  the  average  confumption  of  the  kingdom. 
The  only  refourccs  againd  fuch  a  deficiency  are  an  incrcafed 
icpportation,  and  a  decreafed  confumption.  With  refped  to 
%}llf  fird  of  ihefe  refourccs,  he  was  forry  to  be  of  opinifNii 

from 
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from  every  account  that  he  had  feen  from  foreign  coiidtries^ 
and  from  a  reference  to  our  former  importations*  that  We 
muft  not  expe£t  to  obtain  between  the  period  of  the  laft  and 
next  harvefl  a  larger  quantity  than  660,000  quarters  ;  being 
about  one  twelfth  part  of  our  annual  average  confumption. 

The  remaining  deficiency,  whatever  it  might  be,  could 
only  be  fupplied  by  a  diminution  in  our  confumption.    Such 
a  diminution  would  be  forced  to  a  certain  degree  by  the  na« 
tural  effcGt  of  high  prices,  and  alfo  by  the  partial  or  occa- 
fionat  want  of  grain  in  fome  diftrl£ts  to  fupply  the  ufual  de-« 
mand.     It  cannot,  however,  be  doubted,  that  in  private  fa-> 
miltes  better  circumftanced  than  the  labouring  clafles^  and 
poffelTing  various  kinds  of  nouriihment,  a  redudion  in  the 
ufeof  bread  might  be  made  to  the  extent  of  a  fourth,  or  per-^ 
hzpi  of  a  third,  and  with  little  inconvenience.     Their  Lord^ 
{hips  would  recolIcA  that  there  are  in  the  kingdom  above 
706,000  houfes  which  pay  aflefled  taxes.     If  a  confider^ble 
proportion  of  thefe  houfes  could,  by  their  Lordfliips*  ex- 
ample, be  induced  to  adopt  the  meafure  of  reduction,  the  ef- 
fed  would  be  great,  and  might  avert  a  calamity,  to  the  mere 
poflibility  of  which  every  prbvident  mind  muft  look  forward 
with  uneafmefs.     Having  urged  thele  confiderations,  and 
having  again  affured  their  Lordfhips  that  he  was  not  pre* 
pared  either  to  admit  or  to  reje£t  the  evidence  dated  by  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  he  felt  himfelf  in  fome  degree  relieved 
from  that  fmall  (hare  of  refponfibility  which  belonged  to  his 
arliamcntary  fituation,  and  he  had  only  to  thank  their  Lord^^  . 
ips  for  their  obliging  and  ferious  attention ,  and  concluded 
with  two  motions : 

I.  That  a  Cominitte?  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  caufss  of  the 
failure  of  the  lare  harvell ;  and  to  efnHeavonr  to  difcover  the  molt  eflPe^ual 
meani  of  preventing  the  inconven'ences  that  may  be  produced  in  confe-* 
iqueuce  of  the  faid  tailure.  1  hat  al)  the  Lords  who  have  been  prefent  in 
Parliament  in  t^he  courfe  of  this  feHTion  be  of  the  fatd  Committee* 

s.  That  a  meflage  be  frntto  the'Hjuleof  Commons,  requeltiiig  them  to' 
lay  a  ccfpy  of  their  Ufk  report,  ftating^  the  fafis  relative  to  the  fcarcity  of 
com  before  this  Houf%  and  alfo  to  acquaint  them  with  the  proceedings  of 
t-iis  Houfe,  in  appointing  a  Committee  for  the  purpofes  iKfore  mentioned* 

Thcfe  refolutions  were  read,  and  ordered  nemine  dijjentlente» 

Lord  Holland  then  rofe,  and  was  beginning  to  fpeak,  when 
the  Lord  Chancellor  told  him  the  refolutions  had  palled* 

Lord  Holland  dcclartd  he  had  not  heard  the  queftion  put* 
and  therefore  craved  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe  while  he 
fpokea  few  words.  Lord  Grenvilte  and  other  Peers  faying 
,Go  9n^  go  on — 
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Lord  Hfilartd  faid,  he  did  not  rife  to  oppofe  cither  of  the 

Iry  was, 

iponihbrt 

allowance,  he  begged  leave  to  aflc  the  friemls  of  thofe  noWc 
Lords-who  were  at  the  head  of  the  government,  how  they 
coufd  anfwer  for  having/uffcrcd  the  (rcmntry  to.bc  placed  in 
fo  perilous  a  fituation  as  to  bear  out  the  alludon  of  the  noble 
Lord  who  moved  the  rcfohiiions,  to  both  of  which  he  gave 
hisliearty  concurrency.  If  We  were  in  the  ftate  of  a  (hip  at 
fca,  the  crew  of  which  were  put  upon  fliort  allowance,  he 
begged  to  know  from  his  Majcftv*s  Minifters,  why  they  had 
been  fo  fliamcfully  negligent  of  their  duty,  as  to  endanger 
the  cxiflcricc  of  the  country,  in  it5  firft  and  moft  eflential  do- 
medic  ini€rcfts,  while  they  were  fqu^indcring  millrons',  an^ 
Ihcddi'ng  the  bell  blotxi  of  Britiih  fubjeds  in  a  nr^^ft  expcnfivV 
and  ruinous  war?  They  had  not  for  their  excufe  that  the 
fcarcity  came  upon  the  country  of  a  fudde^j;  erery  body* 
knew^  or  might  have  known,  folong  ago  as  laft  autumn,  that 
the  harveft  had  failed ;  ^yhy  then  did  not  Minifleris,  who(e 
duty  it  undoubtedly  was,  take  fuch  meafiires  as  (hould  ferve 
early  to  adminidcr  the  means  of  relief,  that  the  coming 
fcarcity  would  obvloufly  require,  do  their  duty?  And  if  the 
refolutions  now  moved  were  deemed  nccefTary  now,  why  had 
Minifters  adjourned  the  ParHamcnt  for  fo  long  a  period  in 
winter,  when  the  fcarcity  was  moft  likely  to  prefs  with  fe- 
verity  on  the  poor  r  The  noble  Lord  himfelf  who  made  the 
motions,  ought  furely  to  have  come  forward  with  them  fooner^ 
if  he  had  found  i  fit  opportunity,  for  we  were  -now  in  the 
middle  of  Fcbiuary,  and  the  poor  muft  have  fuffcred  materi- 
ally from  the  growing  price  of  bread,  and  all  the  articles  of 
life,  fmce  the  winter  commenced.  .His  Lordihip  made  fome 
farther  remarks,  and  co;icluded  with  returning  thanks  to 
their  Lordlhips  for  their  indulgence. 

Lord  Auckland  in  reply  faid,  he  felt  fome  difficulty  in  rifing, 
from  his  confcioufnefs  that  it  was  extremely  irregular  to  ex- 
plain or  reply  to  a  fpeech  made  upon  the  refulutions  he  had 
fubmitted  to  their  Lordfhips,  and  which  had  ieceived  the  de- 
cifion  of  the  Houfc.  He  would  however  fay,  that  he  thought 
it  unneccflary  to  explain  to  their  LordQiips,  that  on  his  part 
there  had  not  been  cither  a  culpaMe  negled  in  not  bringing 
this  matter  forward  at  an  earlier  period,  nor  any  111  conlidpred 
or  prematura:  alarm  in  mentioning  it  that  day.  Their  Lord- 
fhips had  heard  the.  whole  of  his  fpeech  :  the  nohle  Lord- 
happened 
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happened  to  have  come  lat^into  the  Houfe,  and  to  nave  heard 
only  the  concluding  part. 

The  Lord  ChanceVar  left  fhc  Wool  f^ck:  to  obfcrvfe  thit  the 
fpeaking  upon  the  fubjed  of  refolurions,  which  had  been 
d,iftinfily  read  and  regularly  palfeJ,  was  altogether  dlforderly, 
and  contrary  to  form  ;  ^nd  it  was  pretty  evident  that  it  was 
unavoidably  produdive  of  further  difordcr  and  irregularity^ 
as  his  noble  Friend  had  fell  the  neceflity  of  rlfing  to  reply, 
though  he  expreflcd  his  conrcioufnefs  of  the  violation  of 
order  of  which  he  was  gniiiy  in  fo  doin^^  bur  fuch  ever 
would  be  the  confeiquence  of  one  noble  Lord's  coming  in 
while  another  noble  Lord  was  on  his  legs,  hearing  a  part  only 
of  his  fpeech,  and  riling  to  reply  to  it, -without  being  nnfafter 
of  the  context  of  his  whcilt. argument,  froni  which  alone  he  * 
could  fairly  furin'a  corred  idea  of  its  amount. 

Lord  Holland  faid,  when  he'  rofe  beforei  upon  being  in-* 
fprmcd  tliat  the  Houfehad  decided  on  the  refolutions,  he  had 
ciaimed  their  indulgence,  and  upoh  underftandmg  ihu  they 
cbnfented,  he  had  ventured  to  make  a  few  obfervations  upon 
fuch  parts  of  the  noble  Lord's  argume;nt  as  he  had  heard  ; 
and  he  appealed  to  their  Lordihips  whether  what  he  had  faid 
'did  not  ^pply  in  anfwcr  to  what  Had  fallen  from  the  noble 
Lord. 

His  majesty's. ly^i^SS^OB. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  (or;  it  was  read,  as  was 
likewife  his  Majefly's  Nfeftage  relative  to  his  ncgociations 
with  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  the  EleAor  of  Bavaria,  and 
other  German  Prhices. 

Lofd  GrtmAUe  rofe  and  faid,  he  conceived  from!  the  uni- 
form Vt)(es  of  the  Houfe,  on  ihc  tubjcCt  of  ptofeCuiing  the 
•  War  with  vigour,  that  h  would  be  an  idle  wade  of  the  time 
of  their  Lordfh^p«,  were  he  to  enter  much  into  derail  on  the 
matter  of  the  meifage  under  conhdcfat ion.  While  the  country 
felt  the  neceflity  of  profetuting  the  war,  it  had  been  generally, 
underftond  and  admihed  by  Parliament^  that  it  was  the  trucft 
policy  ot  Great  Britain  to  procure  the  allutanCe  of  the  forces 
of  cohtintiital  dates,  by  fubfidi^ing  their  fovereigns,  and  upon 
that  received  principle  11  was  thai,  his  Majefty  had  thought 
it  neceifary  to  negociate  wiih  the  fcmperor  of  Germany,  the  ^ 
Elector  of  Eivaria,  and  other  German  Princes,  for  a  certain- 
number  of  military  forces  to  be  turntfhed  by  each  for  the 
.fervice  of  the  enfuing  Campaign.  Indeed  ihefc-treaties  wei^ 
in  fuch  forwardnefs,  that  although  he  could  not  officially 
flate  that  they  were  comiudcd,  be  could  take  upon  hirofelf 
^  3  H  i  to 
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declare  to  their  Lordfliips,  that  by  that  time  the  principle  of 
them  was  finally  fettledi  and  upon  fuch  terms,  as  upon  a 
comparifon  with  former  treaties^  were  highly  adyaiitageous 
to  the  country.  His  Lordfliip  explained,  that  the  fending 
the  treaties  over  here,  and  the  return  of  them  previous  to  their 
receiving  a  6n^l  ratification,  unavoidably  cofl  mtich  time| 
and  as  it  could  not  be  recovered,  its  lofs  would  be  productive 
of  great  national  difadvantage,  and  have  an  injurious  effect 
on  the  fat^  of  the  enfuing  campaign ;  his  Majefly's  Mi* 
nifters  had  therefore  thought  it  their  duty  to  recommend  ic 
to  him  to  apply  to  Parliament,  to  auihoiife  them  to  make 
fuch  advances  providonally  to  his  German  allies  mentioned, 
as  the  conditions  of  jthe  refpective  treaties  might  require. 
His  Lord(bip  faid  further,  that  as  foon  as  the  treaties  now 
under  negociation  were  mutually  ratified,  his  Majcfiy  would 
give  his  orders,  that  copies  of  them  fhould  be  laid  before  that 
and  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliamepti  He  added,  that  he  would 
not  trefpafs  longer  on  their  Lordfhips'  patience,  but  would 
content  himfelf  with  (novlng  an  addrcfs  to  his  Majefty, 
thanking  his  MajcHy  for  his  gracious  communication,  and 
afluring  him  that  the  Houfe,  confciovs  of  the  neceffiiy  of 
profecuting  the  war  with  vigour,  would  readily  concur  in  the 
wilhes  of  his  Majefty,  and  give  their  futpport  to  fuch  mea- 
fures  as  ihould  be  deemed  moft  )ikely  to  majce  good  his  en- 
gagements with  his  allies.     . 

Lord  Hollnnd  faid,  the  nC)b(e  Secretary  of  State  had  at- 
tempted to  found  the  prefent  meafnre  i|pon  the  former  votes 
of  the  Houfe,  and  efpepially  upon  the  approbation  they  had 
lately  exprelfed  of  thct  ^ejeAion  of  the  overtures  of  peace 
from  the  Chief  Conful  of  the  French  Republic  ;  no  man 
could  certainly  lariient  more  deeply  than  he  (Lord  Holland) 
did  the  fcfolution  to  which  th^t  Houfe  had  come  to  that  night ; 
but  whatever  had  induced  the  Houfe  to  approve  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  war,  furely  a  convi<SUon  of  the  probability  of 
its  jfuccefs  was  one  of  its  motives,  and  how  far  fuccefs  was 
probablei  mud  depend  on  the  means  of  carrying  on  the  war ; 
and  when  the  means  were  brought  down  to  that  Houfe  for 
their  fanfliop,  were  they  not  even  to  difcufs  how  far  thofe 
means  met  t)ieir  expectations  or  not?  Surely  they  were,; 
and  the  mpr^  fo  becaufe,  on  the  debate  upon  the  addrefs, 
>vhich  the  Secretary  of  §tate  cited  as  the  grounds  of  this 
fneafure,  many  noble  Lords,  even  of  thofe  who  had  Aipported 
fhat  vote,  cxprefsly  declared,  that  in  fo  voting  on  that  night 
they  did  not  conceive  ^hemfelyesas  pledged  to  fupport  afk  the 

*         .         '  •  ••  ^  ■ .     ;      .  confe- 


I 


I 


FxB.  14.]      WOODF ALL'S  PAtlLIAMENTARY  REPORTS.     .       .  4*1 

cpnfequences  of  t^e  rcjedion  of  peaccy  or  even  the  rejec- 
lion  itfelf.     But  would  any  man  fay  that  the  meafures  bow 
propofed^  that  is,  a  fubfidy  to  the  Emperor  of  Germany  and 
other  German  princes,  was  what  they  ex'peded?  Did  they 
Dot  colled  from  the  nature  of  that  demand,  and  from  gene- 
ral report,  if  not  from  notoriety,  that  a  material  alteration 
-had  taken  place  in  our  profpefls  ?  Was  it  not'notoriou3,  and 
idid  not  this  meafure  confirm  it,  that  the  two  Imperial  courts 
a£led  no  longer  with  concert  ?  Wfien  we  had  the  expe^ation 
of  the  aid  of  the  Emperor  of  Rudia,  in  the  mod  important 
fcene  of  the  war,  we  had-  fome  reafon  at  leaft  to  fuppofe  that 
the  principal  a<Sor  in  that  fccnce,  if  hef  had  not  exadly  the 
fame  views  and  objefls,  yei  went  as  far  as  ourfclves.     If, 
indeed,  the  purport  of  the  prefent  meafure  was  merely  to  ex- 
change Ruffian  for  German  mercenaries,  to  that  he  not  only 
fliouldhave  noobje6lion,l)ut  he  fhoUld  even  think  wc  gained 
by  the  exchange.     In  the  firft  place,  in  point  of  confolation, 
we  (hould  gain  in  knowing  that  thofe  we  employed  rendered 
tjhe  horrors  of  war  lets  hearNbreaking,  lefs  difgufting  than 
thoffc  we  expe&ed  to  employ.     We  fhould  alfo  gain  in  point 
of  foldiers ;  for  he  was  happy  to  fay  that  experience  had 
proved  that,  notwithflanding  the  marked  diftindtion,  the^ex- 
clufivc  eulogium  with  which  the  Miniflers  fpoke — with  which 
even  they  made  his  Majefly  fpeak  from  the  throne'  in  the 
commencement  of  the  feflion  ;  he  faid  he  was  happy  to  find 
that,  notwithftanding  this,  the  troops  of  more  enlightened  and 
civilized  nations — of  Auflria,  of  Pruffia,  of  France,  of  Eng- 
land, were  evidently  and  greatly  their  fuperiors  in  difcipline^ 
in  courage,  in  military  fkill,  and  all  the  qualifications  necef- 
fary  to  form  a  powerful  army.     He  faid  he  was  happy  to 
find  it  fo,  and  he  would  tell  their  Lordfhips  why  ;  (t  was.  be* 
caufe,  however  advantageous  it  might  be  to  the  immediate 
views  of  Miniflers,  or,  he  would  even  fuppofe,  to  the  imme- 
diate and  temporary  interefts  of  Great  Britain  if  it  were 
otherwife,  yet,  for  the  general  good  of  civilized  fociety  in 
Europe,  it  wa&  matter  of  fincere  and  heartfelt  fatisfadion  to 
him  to  find  that  fkill  and  civilization  had  fo  decided  a  Supe- 
riority over  ignorance  and  barbarity,  that  the  enlightetied  na- 
tions of  the  fouih  had  not  fo  much  to  fear  as  had  often  been 
ihought  from  the  inroads  of  thofe  favage  and  ignorant  barba-* 
fians  of  the  north.     But  it  was  not  a  mere  exchange  of 
^roops :  we  were,  indeed,  to  fubfidize  and  employ  Gemaa 
^roops  inflcad  of  Ruflians:  but  were  German  troops  ready 
IP  (pontcnd  for  the  fame  objects — were  they  ready  to  Ihed 

their 
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their  blood  in  the  fam^  caufe  as  the  RufTans,  and  ourfelves? 
Was  the  Secretary  of  State  prepared  to  affurc  thp  Houfe  that 
the  vreWs  of  Auftrja  coinddcd  with  his  own  ?  Did  the  c^bi- 
iret  of  Vienna'  cordially  approve  of  all  the  principles  laid 
down  in  his  anfwers  to  Bonaparte  i  Did  the  Emperor  of 
Germany  really  think,  and  if  he  did,  where  had  he  declared 
it,  that  the  fpeedleft  and  fureft  means  of  redoring  peace  would 
be  the  reftorl'tion  of  the  Bourbons  ?  He  dicl  not  know  that 
that  monarch  rnlght  not  rather  imagine  that  t^e  facrifice  of 
the  territories  of  his  fellow-hireling,  theEle&orof  Bavariat 
td  his  ambitious  projects,  would  be  the  fpeedieft  and  furefl 
means  of  reftoring  tranquillity.     At  the  fame  time,  he  did 
not  donbt   but   the   (latcfmen    of    Vienna   had  too  much 
^ifdbm  to  limit  the  poiTibility  of  peace  to  the  fuccels  of 
their  favourite  projeds.     Like  our  prudent  Minifters,  they 
v^ouid  allow  that  other  events  might  poflibly  lead  to  that 
defirable  end:  a  flice  of  Switzerland  perhaps;  a  great  por- 
t^ofi  of  Italy,  or  any  other  ceffion  of  territory,  might  be 
dmong  the  events,  and  the  Imperial  court  of  Vienna  did 
not,  he  would  venture  to  X2Ly ^  lay  claitn  t9  fre/cHte  exsi&\y 
^hat  territory,  and  vvTiat  racrificcs  on  the  part  of  France 
woirid  gratify  her  ambition,  and  reflorc  the  bleflings  of  peace. 
That  (he  dia  not  confider  the  reftoralion  pf  the  Bourbons, 
or  tven  of  royalty,  as  zjinequamn^  or  even  as  a  means  of 
peace,  he  had  ^t  leafl  a  right  to  cnnjednre;  Oie  had  never 
iaid  To,  {he  had  never  a<!led  as  if  (lie  thought  fo.     She  had 
ftudiOuOy  avoided  giving  any  opinion  on  the  fubjefi,  but  as 
far  as  opinion  was  to  be  colleiled  from  her  adlions,  fhe  feem- 
ed  to  fet:l  no  anxiety  for  that  event.     She  had  already  made 
one  peace  with  the  Republic,  atid  provided  ihe  could  make 
it  on  terms  that  Teemed  to  her  advantageous  and  feeure,  (he 
tv^,  no  d^ubt,  ready  to  make  another.     With  this  view  of 
^he  component  parts  of  the  coalition,  and  when  we  were 
Called  upon  to  put  our  truft  in  this,  particular  part  of  that 
coalition,  he  really  folicited  the  attention  of  the  Houfe.    Hc$ 
begged  them  to  paufe,  not  to  paufe  in  a  (late  of  war  before 
tTity  made  peace,  but  to  paufe  before  they  entangled  them- 
felves  in  engagements,  before  they  voted  away  their  money, 
before  they  pledged  themfelves  to  an  undertaking  fo  difficult 
in  itsaccomplifliment,  fo  dangerous,  he  had  nearly  faid  ruin- 
ous, in  its  failure  :  he  entreated  them  to  confider  what  they 
were  about ;  he  entreated  them  io  look  upon  the  prefent 
meafure  as  an  earned  of  the  weapons  and  means  to  which 
they  had  to  truft.     A  few  nights  ago,  upon  the  motion  he 
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had  the;  honoUr  of;  fubaiitling  to  the  Houfe,  he  h^d  l^id  jdpwii 
certain  principles  which  h^i^^i^  (foi^tended  were  colnn^firA- 
tiaris  upon ,which  every  wife  flat^fiii^Q decided,  before h^eil- 
gaged  ip  any  gredt  undertakir\g.   \^hen  he  enumerated <wb<lt    ^ 
OMght  to  form  their,  pr^iminary  confiderations,  the  Hq^fp 
feemcd  to  acquiefcejn  the  nejcefli^y  of  f0  doing.     Now  let. 
them  examine  .ih9  propriety  of  cdptin^ujivg  the  war  by  tl^fe    • 
rples.     He  meant  by  the  defirablehefs  of  the  objeS-,  by  the 
eifFefl  of  Cuccefs  t9\vards  the  attainment  of  that  obje6l|  by 
the  confequtnce8,of  fajlure,  and  by  the  p^obabiUty  of  fuCf- 
Ceff .    'He  wogld  fi^j^  examine  in  cafe  of  fuccefs.,    He.wpujyd 
fuppofft  the  afpiies  of  ou;:  aJIie^  triumphant  every  whqre,Jp 
Switzerland^  pn  the  frpAtier  towards  Italy,  09^  th,e.RhiAf[(,  ip 
(hort,  \x\  every  quart^y  of  the  war ;  .virere  the  Minii^ei^^  CjQjj- 
tain  that  even jthefe  triumphs  would  lead,  or  even  tend  to  r^ 
{lore  royalty  in  France.;  or  even  that  the  refuh  of  focb  ey^i)|l# 
would  be  the  annihilatioiV  of  the  power  knd  ,ii^ue|ic^.of 
Prance?  Wouldthey  ftill^  in  cafe  of  fuccefs,  anCwef^f^ the 
condud  of  AuQria  r    y/cil^   but   to  make  the  fpppgfitiop 
Coinplete,  he  would  fuppofe  a  fincere  and  real  cprkverfiQiv.ii^' 
the  cabinet  of  Vienna  (compofed,  by  the  bye,  of  th?  dtfle 
perfonsi  the.  fame  fovereign,  the  fame  minider^,  a^af.thp 
tiine  of  the  treaties  of  Leoben  and  Campo*  Formio  ;,of  th|r 
fame  nien  who  had  negociatcd  with  us  for  a  loan,  of .  whicb 
they  had  never  paid  the  iotereft,  who  had' formed  the.  moft 
folemn  treaties  with  us  for  the  prpfeciition  of  tlie  war,  and  ^ 
had  then,  without  any  confuUation  with  us,  fign^  a  peace)^  ' 
yet  lie  would  fuppofe  them,  for  the  fake  of  argiiinent,  re-^ 
claimed,  and  their  arms  attended  with  the  greateift  fuccefj^ 
He  would  fuppofe  them  in  polfefltonof  Switzerland,  enterr 
ing  on  the  French  territories,  fighting  in  Alface  and  Lor*- 
ratne ;  we]l,  let  us  at  lead  ejcamine^  if  with  fuch  extraprdi^ 
nary  and  upexpeded  fgccefs  and.good  fs^ithyour  poini  wou)d 
be  gained..    He  copjured  the  Houfe  tojefleA  or^  {his,  aiid  to 
difmtfs,  for  one  moment^  that  childiflt  feeling,  too  prevalent 
in  this  countVy,  that  foreign  dates, and  princes  were  tnoral  or 
immoral,  politic  or  impolitic,  in  exa£l  proportion  to  the  de-r 
gree  in  which  they  fgrthered  or  they  thwarted  the  intereQ; 
bf  Great  Britain,  or  even  the  views  of  the  Miniders  of  the 
day..    Let  the  Houfe  for  one  moment  reflect  that  the  King 
of  Pruffia  was  not  boundqsy  by  any  oath  of  allegiaiKe,  to 
promote  our  defigns,  or  rettdef  his  power  fitbferv^ient   tp 
britifh  objects ;  but  that  he  was  bounden  by  that^duty  which 
all  fovereigns  owq,d  to  their  ruuatioj;iji  th^^ir  country,  at^d 
'  .  people. 
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people,  to  maintain  their  independencei  to  fecure  the  tnte^ 
refts  of  his  fubjects,  and  the  power  and  influence  of  his 
ftate  y  and  then  he  would  aflc  ot  any  than,  at  all*  converfant 
in  the  ihterefts  of  continental  powers,  at  all  catMid  or  im- 
partial, whether,  if  he  were  Minifter  to  his  Prudian  Ma- 
jefty,  he  could,  confidently  with  his  duty  to  his  prince,  and 
his  attachment  to  that  country,  advifo  that  prince  to  fit 
tamely  by  and  fee  the  hereditary  rival. of  hfs  houfe,  the 
power  mod  formidable  to  his  own,  from  its  fituation,  and  its 
general  politics,  cruih  and  difmember  the  country  of  France, 
which  could  alone  operate  as  a  check  to  that  rivat ;  which 
could  alone  protect  him  from  the  effects  of  that  powerful 
houfei  directed  by  Ancient  animoflty  to  the  object  of  annihi- 
lating his  infli;ence,  and  deftrpying  his  power  in  German/ 
and  in  Europe  ?  Why,  then,  what  woulcl  be  the  conTequence 
even  of  fuccefs  attendant  oh  our  arms  and  good  faith  on  the 
part  of  our  allies  ?  It  would  be  (unlefs  the  councils  of  Prui&a 
wereOiddenly  to  become  at  once  bafe  and  (lupid)  the  im- 
mediate interference  of  that  power  to  refcue  France  from 
our  defigns,  and  to  defeat  the  accomplifliment  of  that  object 
to  which  we  Were  facriiicing  fo  much.  He  would  now  look 
'to  the  other  fide,  the  more  melancholy,  though  he  fearsd  not 
the  more  improbable  fide  of  the  picture  ;  he  would  fuppolc 
us  and  our  allies  beaten ;  he  would  fuppofe  the  armies  of 
Bonaparte  triumphant ;  what  had  once  happened  might  hap** 
pen  again  ;  and  he  would  fuppofe  the  Auflrians,  driven  by 
the  vidorious  French '  from  country  to  country,  defeated, 
routed,  and  deftroyed  in  every  quarter  of  the  war ;  what 
would  be  the  confequence  of  this ;  what  would  be  the  re- 
fource  of  Minifters  f  He  knew  enough  of  their  chara£ler 
from  pad  experience,  from  former  condud,  not  to  know  and- 
acknowledge  that  they'  would  then  have  recourfe  to  negocia- 
tion,  to  what  Mr.  fiurke  happily  termed  their  mendicant  dU 
plomaey.  He  made  no  doubt  that  when  well  beaten  and  de« 
featcd  in  all  their  defigns,  they  would  then  pretend  to  have 
had  experience  of  Bonaparte's  government,  and  then  fee 
other  poffible  and  fpeedier  means  of  peace  than  the  reftora- 
tion  of  the  Bourbons.  But  he  made  no  doubt  that  they 
would  be  as  mean  and  crouching  in  their  overtures  of  peace 
to  Bonaparte,  as  they  had  been  infolent  in  their  an'fwers  to 
his  overtures  lately ;  but  could  they  exped,  they  who  had 
treated  him  as  the  mod  infolent  and  violent  of  mankind",  that 
he  would  be  actuated  with  fuch  equity  and  moderation  as 
to  grant  to  their  fupplicationsj^  when  defeated^  that  peace 
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which  ihey  had  refufed  to  him  with  difdain  when  they  ima- 
gined him  in  advertity?  But,  was  he  inadverfity?  He  had 
neard  it  maintained  with  great  furprife  that'  the  profpect  of 
this  campaign  was  infinitely  more  encouraging  than  the  laft. 
He  would  venture  to  examine  what  circnmftances  of  im* 
provement  had  taken  place  in  either ;  he  would  a(k  if  the 
campaign  had  To  reconciled  the  two  Imperial  courts  that 
there  was  every  reafon  of  looking  forward  to  a  more  cordial 
co-operation  between  the  two  powers  than  before?  It  was 
notorious  to  the  world  that,  either  from  a  difference  of  object; 
or  from  difputes  originating  in  ihc  cnurfe  of  laft  campaigOf" 
the  RuflTians  and  Aufirians  were  not  likely  to  act  cordially  to«. 
gethcr  y  and  here  he  muft  obferve  that,  of  our  two  moft  im- 
portant allies  (Ruflia  and  Auflria),  the  court  of  Peterfburgh 
had  two  qualities,  thofe  of  iincerity  and  extravagance,  ex- 
travagance in  her  projects  he  meant,  not  in  ihe  other  fenfc 
of  the  word  (that  was  our  lot  in  the  dillributionof  qualities), 
but  what,  if  he  were  not  afraid  of  fuch  a  word,  he  would 
call  abfurdiiy.  On  the  other  had,  Auftria  was  very  clear- 
lighted  ;  flie  had  no  abfurdiiy  whaifoever ;  flie  was  extremely 
wife  and  extremely  inHncere  ;  we,  as  the  middle  term,  were 
formed  out  of  thefc  two  courts,  and  leaving  wifdom  to  Au- 
flria and  (incerJty  to  Rnf!ia,  were  contented  with  being  as  ab- 
Aird  as  the  one,  and  as  infmcere  as  the  other.  He  muft  own, 
indeed,  that  we  bad  lately  become  rather  more  fmcere';  that 
we  had  lately  refembled  the  magnanimous  court  of  Peterf- 
burgh more  yearly;  but  yet  we  had  ••  limited  poflibilitief," 
and  a  thoufand  other  remains  of  04ir  former  want  of  decifion 
and  infincerity.  But,  to  return,  did  thefe  different  views, 
Ihefe  jealoulies,  thefe  variances,  augur  well  of  the  improve- 
ment of  our  combined  armies  ?  On  ihe  <ither  hand,  was  there 
not  every  reafon  to  conjeQure  thai  the  plans,  that  the  armies, 
that  the  military  conduct  of  France  was  likely  to  be  materially 
improved  ?  At  the  opening  of  lall  campaii^n,  wc  foimd  them 
with  a  diforjjanizcd  and  inferior  army,  with  bad  commanders 
(he  meant  Scherer  .in  particular)  with  a  corrupt, and  ignorant, 
and  incapable  government  ;  and  yet,  even  m  the  courfe  of 
that  campaign,  their  armies  feemed  to  be  in  a  progrefs  of 
Improvement.  The  battle  of  Novi  was  the  beft  fought; 
^v\dy  at  the  clofc  of  the  ean7paign,  they  fecpicd  every  where 
to  have  regained  new  vigour  and  fpirit.  But  had  nothing 
happened  lince  that  to  improve  their  profpccts?  Whatever 
our  opinion  of  Bonaparte's  govcrnintnt,  r)r  of  his  mode  of 
^icquiring  it,  may  be,  will  any  one  fay,  that  in  exchanging 
Vof.*  L  iSoo.  3 1  ,  Rcwbell, 
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Rewbell,  Barras,  &c.  &c.  for  Bonaparte  and  his  jlaff  s  ihaf 
in  recalling  Carnot ;  that  in  poiTefliiig  the  ableft  projectors 
of  a  campaign,  the  bed  and  greateft  military  commanders 
in  the  world,  the  profpcft  of  military  fuccefs  has  not  im- 
proved r  In  addition  to  this,  they  have  another  great  and  jn-r 
calculable  advantage^  that  is,  the  Secretary  of  State's  irri- 
tating and  haughty  letters,  and  rcjeflion  of  peace.  Whether 
it  were  right  or  wrong  fo  to  reply  to  that  overture  was  nbi 
now  the  qucnion  ;  but  was  there  a  man  who  doubted  that 
fuch  an  aniwer  would  have  roiifcd  many  Frenchmen  to  fup- 
port  with  vigour  and  energy  tlje'govcrnmeni  of  Bonaparte? 
Could  any  man  doubt  that  fuch  an  anfwer  mnft  at  belt  have 
had  the  cfFcdl  of  reviving  the  enthufiafm  of , all  Republicans 
aijainft  us?  Could  any  man  doubt  that  many  were  now  wilU 
ing  to  employ  exertions  againft  the  coalitinn,  from  whtcht 
till  the  rejedion  of  peace,  they  would  have  (hrunk  ?  But, 
above  all,  could  they  who,  from  the  infult  the  people  of  Eng- 
land thought,  and  thought  juftly,  they  had  received  at  Lifle, 
derived  for  a  time  the  fupport  of  the  country,  who,  from  the 
^ondutt  of  the  French  there,  derived  ^Jolidfyjian  of  finance^ 
as  it  was  called,  and  who  really  were  enabled  to  raife  fupplies 
|>eyond  all  example  in  our  hiflory,  could  they  of  all  men  tn 
the  world  doubt  the  operation  of  the  infttlence  and  haughti^ 
nefsof  an  enemy,  upon  a  large,  independent,  and  powerful 
enemy?  He  was  at  a  lofs  to  account  for  the  elevation  of 
Minifters  and  their  friends.  He  confcfled  that  it  feemed  to 
him  little  Ihort  of  madnefs  and  infatuation  that-  the  prof- 
perous  event  of  lad  campaign  had  dimini(hcd  the  danger  tq 
which  Europe  Oood  cxpofed.  .That  it  had  improved  our 
fituation,  and  removed  the  immediate  evils  which  we  then 
apprehended,  was  very  juftly  a  caufe  for  elation ;  but  that 
they  fhould  think  that  thofe  events  had  afforded  any  hopes  of 
their  foon  attaining  their  obje6l,  whether  it  be  the  reftoration 
of  royally,  or  the  annihilation  of  the  great  power  of  France> 
did  feem  to  him  little  (hort  of  madnefs  and  infatuation. 
Good  God  !  (faid  Lord  Holland)  dees  not,  this  Houfe  recol- 
ledl  that,  at  the  commencement  of  this  dreadful  conteft* 
when  we  were  proclaiming.  Lewis  XVII.  in  one  part  of 
FrancCij  ^'(^^  robbing  him  of  his  towns  in  another,  that  the 
fame  noble  Lords  and  Gentlemen  that  now  feem  to  think  the 
lad  campaign  a  flrong  indication  of  the  probability  of  ulflr 
mate  fuccefs,  talked  to  the  country  at  that  time  of  France 
being  on  the  brink  afid  gulf  of  bankruptcy,  andtold .theni 
that  we  were  inarching  to  P4risJ  I  \yillaik  the  Houfe,  if  I, 

Of 
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6r  any  other  man,  had  at  that  moment  been  gifted  with  pro- 
.phecy,  and  had  flood  up  and  faid,  My  Lords,  from  Divine 
jfnrpiration  I  will  inform  you,  that  the fe  fame  noble  Lords 
and  Gentlemen,  will  fland  up  in  fix  years  time,  in  the  fame 
places,  and  Hate  it  to  your  Lordlhips'  and  their  cotintry,  as 
matter  of  confolation,  as  ground  of  ferious  hope  of  ultimate 
fuccefs,  that  that  Francej  on  whofe  territory   you  are  novr 
fighting,  has  been  reduced  by  the  mod  glorious  of  campaigns 
ro  the  poiTefTiorf  of  Flanders,  of  Holland,  of  the  left  bank  of 
the  Rhine,  of  Switzerland,  of  Savoy,  of  the  alliance  of  Spain» 
and  the  neutrality  of  Pruflla?  What  would  you  then  have 
thought  would  be  your  fituation,  to  whom  fuch  a  ftate  of  af- 
fairs was  matter  of  congratulation  and  glory,  to  whom  the 
enormous  remains  of  fuch  acquiiitions  in  the  hands  of  your 
enemy,  were  to  be  quoted  as  the  harved  of  your  future  fuc- 
cefs P  He  proceeded  to  ftate  the  inconveniences  of  fubfidies^ 
the  little  faith  that  was  to  be  placed  in  the  promifes  of  courts: 
he  would  not  again  remind  the  Houfe,  that  we  had  fubfidized 
almoft  every  German  prince,  and  that  almoft  every  German 
prince  had  deceived  and  betrayed  us ;  but  he  mud  confefs,  that 
when  he  reflected  on  theamount,  the  confequences  and  the  little 
advantage  this  country  had  hitherto  derived  froiti  fubfidies; 
when  he  reflttted  on  whit,  in  the  committees  of  enquiry  upon 
the  failure  of  the  bank,  had  been  ilatcd  to  have  been  the  chief 
eauft'S  which  led  to  the  event ;  when  he  reflcfled  on  the  fcn- 
fation  which  the  repeated  defefiion  of  our  fubfidized  allies 
had  made  on  the  public,  and  the  efFc£l  the  immenfe  fums 
exported  had  had  on  our  credit,  he  had  hoped  ihit  a  fubfidy 
was  one  of  the  few  meafurcs  to  which  Parliament  would  not, 
without  much  deliberation    and   reludance,  confcpt.     For 
his  part,  he  could  not  fee,  without  regret  and  alarm,  large 
fums  of  money  go  out  of  the  kingdom,  which,  in  his  appre- 
henfion,  would  purchafe  nothing  tor  ourfelves  but  treachery 
and  difappointment,   a^id  perhaps  to  the   Houfe  of  Auftria 
additional   territory  and  aggrandifement.     On  the  affair  of 
fubfniies,  it  had  whimfically  been  remarked  to  him,  that  it 
would  be  defirable  for  this  country   that  thcfe   fublidized 
powers  would  engage  by  the  j«»b  inftead  of  the  day,  that  they 
would  allow  usio  defer  the  payment  till  the  work  was  done^ 
and  ihat  they  would  be  paid    lor  the  accffmplijhment ,  not   for 
the  undertaking  of  an  entorpiife.     The  utea  had  ftruck  him 
asexcelknt  in  general,  but  more  particularly  in  this  inllance, 
and  he  was  happy  to  fay  that  it  ihi^  fyflem  could  be  adopted 
upon  the  prefent  occafivui,  the  MtniUers  ihould  Hnd  him  for 
.  ^.  3  1  a  on« 
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one  a  mod  liberal  granter  of  rubfidies ;  if  they  would  fay  to 
the  Hoiifes  of  AuTlria  and  Bavaria^  "  rcftorc  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon,  and  when  yop  have  accompIi(bed  the  job  we  will 

f»ay/'  he,  for  one  would  promife  on  that  condition,  one  mil- 
ion,  two  millions,  thi^e  mil) ions,  four,  five,  fix  millions,  any 
thing  they  liked,  any  thing  they  demanded,  and  in  fo  doing 
he  (houKl  be  fatisfied  that  he  was  not  fquandering  the  public 
money,  and  that  this  conditional  engagement  would  never 
make  the  country  one  penny  the  poorer,  becaufe  he  was  con- 
vinced the  job  conld  never  be  done,  and  therefore  the  pay- 
ment could  never  be  called  for.  But  as  fubfidies  were  now 
conduced,  he  contended  the  ex  pence  and  lofs  were  certain, 
the  advantage  and  rnifit  in  this  tnflance  more  than  doubtful, 
and  at  aiiy  rate  depending  upon  the  faith,  or  rather  upon  the 
co-operation  of  an  ally  who  had  before  this  deferted  us,  nay, 
who,  when  (be  was  bounden  by  moft  folemn  treaties,  and 
tnod  facred  engagements,  had  broken  them  and  made  a  fe- 
paraie  peace  ;  and  who  had  not  (at  Icafl  to  liis  or  the  Houfe *s 
knowledge)  entered  into  any  engagement,  treaty,  or  promife, 
which  would  render  fuch  defertion  now  a  dereliction  of  prin- 
ciple, or  a  violation  of  faith.  He  conjured  the  Houfi?,  there- 
fore, fince  they  had  that  night  learnt  that  reliance  upon  that 
cabinet  was  to  be  one  of  their  chief  hopes  of  fuccefs,  to  re- 
fled  again,  and  not  to  engage  in  an  undertaking  fo  defperate 
in  Its  appearance,  in  which  fuccefs  itfelf  feemed  only  to  lead 
t.)new  wars,  licw  expenccs,  and  new  embarraiTmcnts,  and  in 
which  failure,  which  feemed  but  too  probable,  was  little 
{l)ort  of  difgrace  and  ruin. 

The  Duie  of  Mo*>troJe  faid  moft  of  the  noble  Lord*S  obfer- 
vations  might  poifibly  have  been  applicable  to  fuit^e  former 
quelUon  d&bated,  or  would  apply  to  fome  future  one,  but 
they  did  not  appear  to  him.  to  apply  to  the  prefcnt  qu^dion. 
He,  however,  by  no  means  intended  going  through  the  variety 
of  topics  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft  had  touched  upon, 
bnt  merely  to  advert  to  the  fingle  qucflion  that  appeared  to 
him  to  arife  out  ot  the  proper  confidcraiion  of  his  Majcfty's  . 
mcflfage  and  ihe  add  re  fs  now  moved,  viz.  Wether,  during  a 
war  with  France  under  fingular  and  impreccdcntcd  circum- 
ftances,  it  was  wife  in  this  ccjuntry  to  rublidize  the  prince^  of 
the  continent,  and  purchafe  ihc  aid  of  auxiliary  troops,  in 
order  to  harrals  the  enemy  near  their  naifve  country;  oj  let 
them  have  an  opportunity,  for  want  of  a  politic  divcrfion,  to 
bring,  the  war  into  the  Briiilh  Channel  and  upon  thecouils 
•f  (his  kingdom  or  Ireland  r  The  hiftory  of  England  proved 

by 
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by  a  variety  of  precedents  that  it 'had  always  been  the  policy* 
of  Great  Britain,  when  engaged  in  foreign  war,  to  avail 
'herfe\f  of  the  adillance  of  auxiliary  troops.  If  the  wifeft  of 
our  ftatefmen  in  former  periods,  and  during  former  *wars, 
uniformly  adopted  that  pradice,  it  furely  was  the  true  and 
bell  policy  of  this  country  to  walk  in  the  fieps  fo  wifely  trod 
in  by  their  anceftors,  and  benefit  themfclves  by  the  help  of 
auxiliary  forces. 

Lord  Grenville  faid,  he  did  not  mean  to  trefpafs  on  their 
Lord(]iip*s  patience  but  fur  a  Tingle  moment;  he  rofe  merely 
to  obferve,  ihat  how.  far  it  was  fit  for  him,  or  for  any  noble 
Lord,  to  introduce  theftrain  of  invedive  the  noble  Lord,- who 
objefled  to  the  motion,  had.  indulged  in,  that  noble  Lord 
could  bed  judge,  but  he  beli<;ved  the  Houfe  would  agree 
with  him  in  thinking  that  it  was  wholly  foreign  to  parlia- 
mentary ufage  for  any  nol^le  Lord  in  his  fpeech  to  treat  ouc 
allies  with  fo  much  perfonal  difrefpefl,  much  more  to  be 
guilty  of  fo  grofs  a  violation  of  parliamentary  decorun^as  to 
term  any  fovereign  of  a  foreign  (laie  in  alliance  wiih  tis  si 
binling :  perfonal  refpcft  to  foreign  fovereigns  had  hitherto 
been  preferved  in  that  and  the  oTtier  Houfe  on  all  occafionis  ; 
but  it  was  under  a  new  fpecics  ot  arguments,  which  the  noble 
Lord  had  himfelf  introduced  into  that  Houfe,  that  fuch  in* 
decent  language  had  been  indulged  in.  To  prevent,  how- 
ever, the  pofKbility  of  thofe  ;ibroad,  who  only  read  the  un- 
authenticated  reports  of  the  oppofition  fpeechcs  of  noble 
Lords,  collefling  from  them  ialfe  ideas,  and  being  led  to 
imagine,  that  either  he  or  any  of  his  Majefty's  Miniders 
could  aA  fo  improperly,'  as  to  forbear  to  treat  their  allies 
with  ihe  fulled  refpe£l,  or  to  advife  his  Majedy  to  praife 
one  ally  at  the  ex  pence  of  another,  he  begged  leave  to  read 
from  the  Houfe  a  copy  of  his  Majtfty's  fpeech,  the  paifages 
of  which  the  noble  Lord  had  alluded  to,  and  fo  grofsly  mif- 
rcpreftnted.  The  words  of  the  fpeech  were  '*  the  abilities 
^nd  valour  of  the  commanders  and  troops  of  the  cwibined 
Imperial  armies  had  been  eminently  difpJayed."  On  this 
nccaiion  he  had  thought  it  neccliary  to  rcfort  to  the  original 
document,  as  the  be(i  convidion  of  the  noble  Lord's  mifiake. 

Lord  Holland  rofe  again,  and  declared  he  was  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge himfelf  guilty  of  an  incorreftncfs  in  the  indance 
jud  alluded  to;  but  that  noble  Lord  might  red  affured  he 
fhould  confult  his  own  judgment  folely,  as  to  what  he  Hiould 
fay^  or  what  line  of  argument  he  (hould  purfue  in  that  Houfe. 

Whatever 
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Whatever  he  felt,  he  had  a  rights  as  a  ^eer  of  Parliament^ 
Jo  fay*  and  that  he  ihould  continue  to  fay  without  referve. 

The  queftion  being  put,  the  Houfe  divided^ 
Contents  28 — Non -Contents  j. 

The  Non-Contents. were  Lord  Ponfonby  (Earl  of  Bef- 
.borough)^  Lord  Holland,  and  Lord  King4 

Adjourned  to  Monday. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

PftlDAY,    FEB.    14. 

Mr*  EJlcourt  moved  for  an  account  of  the  expenditure  of 
the  grants  of  Parliament  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  for 
the  years  I7<;7,  1798,  and  17^9. — Ordered. 

Mr.  HMouJe  moved,  that  thfere  be  laid  before  the  Houfe 
tn  account  of  the  debentures  and  annuity  bonds  ifllied  in  the 
namebf  his  Imperial  Majefty,  in  confequence  of  the  loan  of 
one  million  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds. — Ordered. 

HIS  majesty's  message. 

The  Chancellor  of  (he  Fsxchequtr  moved  the  order  of  the 
day  for  taking  into  conHderaiion  his  Majefty's  meflage ;  and 
the  meflage  being  read,  he  moved  that  his  Maje(ly*s  mod 
gracious  meflage  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Supply. 
Ordered. 

Mr.  FJicourt  brought  up  an  account  of  the  expenditure  of 
the  grants  of  Parliament  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  for  the 
years  I7Q7»  1798,  and  1799. — Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Pyhiihreud  moved,  that  thr  bill  for  atnending  the  poor 
laws,  which  had  been  read  a  firfl  time,  (hoiild  be  read  a  fe- 
cond  time  on  the  28th  of  April.  This  brought  on  a  conVer- 
fation  between  him  and  Sir  William  Young,  Mr.  Ellifon, 
Lord  ShefjSeld,  the  Secretary  at  War,  and  Mr.  Buxton,  who 
alt  contended  that  the  bill,  inflead  of  aiding  labourers,  would 
b6  of  diifervice  to  them  ;  and  that  fuffering  it  to  be  circulated 
through  tlyi  Country  fo;^two  moiiths,  would  be  raiflng  in  that 
defcription  of  perfons  hopes  which  would  never  be  realized, 
and  on  that  account  might  raife  a  ferment  in  their  minds 
that  n)ight  be  attended  with  mifcliicvous  confcquenccs. 

Sir  fPilViutn  Toung  moved  an  amendment,  that  it  now  be 
read  a  fecond  time. 

Mr.  Whitbread  infifled  that  thofe  Gentlemen  either  had 

Hot  read  the  provifions  of  the  bill,  or  were  miOaken  in  the 

principle  of  it ;  and  he  thought  them  not  entirely^  in  order  to 
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SO  into  the  principle  in  this  ilage  of  the  burmefs*  Every^ 
Gentleman  prefent,  he  believed,  would  do  him  t^e  juAice  to 
fay,  that  in  bringing  in  this  bill  at  this  particular  tiipe  he 
ha.d  not  the  fmalleft  idea  of  creating  a  ferment  in  the  oiinds 
of  the  people— far  from  it.  He  h^d  in  the  year  I79S»  which 
was  a  time  of  great  fcarcity,  brought  in  a  fimilar  bill,  which 
had  been  printed  and  circulated  round  the  country,  and  bad 
not  created  any  difagreeable  fenfation  in  the  minds  of  tbo 
people.  The  Grangers  were  ordered  to  withdraw;  butp 
with  leave  of  the  Houfe,  Mr.  Whitbread  withdrew  his  mo* 
tion.  and  the  Amendment  wa.<  carried  ncm  con*. 

The  Houfe  rcfolyed  Itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  th.c  whole 
Houfe  on  the  expiring  laws  bill — rcfumcd.  The  report  was 
brought  up,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  b^  read  a  third  time 
on  Monday  next,  if  then  engroifed  — Adjourned  to  Monday^ 

HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

MONDAY,    FKB.    I7. 

Earl  Stanhope  took  the  oaths  and  his  fe^t.  Before  (lie 
Houfe  rofc,  his  Lordihip  gave  notice  that  he  (hould  on 
Thurf<|ay  next  bring  forward  a  morion  refpeding  the  war* 
He  alfo  moved  that  the  Lords  be  fummoned  for  that  day* 

Mr.  Bragge  and  others  brought  up  a  bill  |from  the  Com^ 
mons. 

The  Mailers  in  Chancery  reported  that  they  had  pre^ 
fented  the  meifage  of  the  Houfe  refpeding  the  fcarcity  of 
corn,  &c.  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  that  that  honour* 
lible  Houre  had  ordered  a  copy  of  their  jeport  to  be  laid  be-* 
fore  their  Lordfliips. 

Read  the  bills  on  the  table,  and  fome  petitions^  for  bills.— « 
Adjourned  to  the  next  day. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS.      ^ 

MONDAY,    FEB.    I7. 

The  expiring  laws  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  paflcd. 

The  Aberdeen  paving  bill  was  read  a  iirft  time. 

The  didribution  paper,  or  the  account  of  how  the  publifQ 
money  had  been  difpoicd  of  for  the  year  17^9,  was  {^fjepiedi 
from  the  Treafury. 

A  meflage  from  the  Lords  informed  the  Houfe  that  theic 
|^ord(hips  had  under  their  confideraiion  the  great  fcarcity  of 
(ofp  undcf  which  the  country  now  laboured^  and  the  bej[( 

taea&ires 
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meafures  that  might  contribute  to  the  relief  of  that  fcarcity  ;- 
as  they  underftood  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  h?.d  gone  into 
an  invcftigaiion  of  the  fame  fubjeft,  their  Lordfhipsrequeftcd 
that  that  Houfe  would  communicate  to  their  Lurdlhips  a 
copy  of  the  report  which  had  been  brought  in  by  ihe  Com'- 
xnittee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  the 
Meflengers  were  catlled  in,  and 

The  Speahr  acquainted  them  that  the  Houfe  would  com- 
municate to  their  Lordfhips  a  copy  of  the  report  meniioaed 
in  their  Lordfliip's  raeflage. 

Mr,  Zrow^  prefcntcd  fcveral  accounts  which  had  been  moved 
for  by  Mr.  Hobhoufe,  refpefling  the  Imperial  Loan,  &c. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  d\d  not  think  it  neceflary  to 
trouble  the  Houfe  at  any  lirngth,  wi:h  obfervations  on  thefe 
papers,  as  the  fums  advanced  to  his.  Imperial  Majefly  in  1795 
and  in  17979  and  which  formed  a  p^rt  of  a  former  Joan,  had 
already  been  the  fubjeft  of  an  enquiry  with  ihe  Houfe;  he 
had,  therefore,  only  to  refer  Gentlemen  ro  the  jouriials  of  the 
Houfe  for  the  flgtemcnts  that  were  then  made.  It  was  true» 
and  every  one  was  acquainted  wiih  the  fad,  that  the  Court 
of  Vienua  did  decline  ratifying  the  convention  that  was  to 
bave  been  entered. i^to  on  that  fiibjefl  ;  but  the  reafons 
"which  Induced  his  Imperial  Kfajefty  to  refufe  that  ratific^-t 
lion  had  (i nee  been  removed,  and  recent  intelligence  enabled 
him  to  have  the  fatisfadion  of  informing  the  Houfe  that  tht 
convention  had  adlually  been  ratified.  But  as  this  intelli- 
gence arrived  but  very  lately,  the  Houfe  would  not  be  fur<P 
prifed  that  an  anfwer  had  not  fooner  been  given  to  the  quef- 
tions  put  X6  him  upon  that  fubject. 

Mr.  Hohhoufe  faid,  that  the  cb  ect  of  his  motion  had  been 
toafcertain  how  far  fecurities  had  been  depofi^ed  in  the  bank 
for  the  payment  of  the  intereil  on  the  Imperial  loan?  and 
what  induced  his  Imperial  Majcfty  to  fly  in  the  face  of  a  fo- 
lemn  convention.  He  had  been  unable  to  procure  fatisfac- 
tory  information  on  cither  of  thcfe  points  ;  perhaps  on  the 
latter  it  might  be  imptoper  to  afford  him  the  information  he 
required  ;  but  as  he  now  underftood  that  ihe  fecurities  he  had 
alhided  to  were  depofited  in  the  bank,  he  would  remain  fa- 
tisfied  wi(h  the  anfwer  he  had  received,  and  fo  far  he  had  at- 
tained the  object  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  Tiemey  wiflicd  to  know  if  it  was  in  the  contemplatior} 
of  his  Majcfty's  Mjpifters  to  fprnifh  the  Emperor  with  any 

furthci: 
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further  loan,  (houtd  his  Imperial  Majefty  call  for  it ;  and  if 
foy  what  were  the  nieafures  lakea  to  fecure  a  punctual  pay- 
ment of  the  intereft  ? 

The  Chancellor  tf  the  Exchequer  profcffed  himfelf  unable  to 
fay  at  the  prefent  itioment  what  aflSftance  it  rnight  hereafter 
be  neCeflary  to  afford  to  his  Imperial  Ma'efty ;  that  was  a 
point  which  would  be  fettled  in  the  courfe  of  the  negocia- 
tions  now  carrying  on.  He  was  ready,  however,  now  to 
ftate  that  it  could  not  well  be  expected  that  the  Emperor 
fliould  be  required  to  pay  the  inrerell  on  fuch  loans  during  the 
continuance  of  the  war.  For  if  we  continued  to  avail  our- 
felves  of  the  co-operation  of  the  Court  of  Vienna,  for  which 
co-operation  we  were  to  give  a  pecuniary  confideration, 
would'  it  not  be  a  circuitous  road  to  payment  to  be  taking 
from  the  Emperor  with  one  hand  while  we  were  giving  him 
with  the  other.  The  folcmn  manner  in  which  the  convention 
had  now  been  ratified  was  in  his  mind  a  fuftcient  pledge  of 
the  good  faith  of  his  Imperial  Majedy,  and  could  leave  no 
room  for  apprch'enfions  rcfp^dling  his  future  punfiuality. 

Mr.  Tierney  obferved  that  the  intereft  had  already  acctiroit^ 
lated  to  a  large  fum,  and  wifhed  to  know  what  was  the  fi^ 
curiiy  for  the  intereft  now  due  ?' 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  replied,  that  as  yet  no  ar- 
rangement had  been  fettled  refpefting  that  point. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Tierney  ihe  accoimts  prefented  by 
Mr.  Long  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

One  of  the  Sheriffs  of  London  appeared  at  the  Bar,  with  a 
petition  from  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Common 
Council,  praying  for  a  pecuniary  aid  towards  widening  and 
improving  the  entrance  into  the  City'by  Temple-bar. 

Thepeiiiion  was  referred  to  a  Ct>mmittee. 

The  Marine  and  Army  Mutiny  Bills  were  read  a  fitft  time. 

IMPERIAL    SUliSIDY. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  moved. the  order  of  the 
day,  that  the  Hcmfe  do  rcfolve  iifcif  into  a  Committe  of 
Supply,  whigh  the  Honfe  having  dime  accordingly,  the 
Chairman  proceeded  to  read  his  Majefty's  melfagc.  After 
it  was  read' 

The  Chancellor  of  ihe  Exchequer  rofe  and  faid,  that  he  did 
not  think  it  necdjary  to  fay  much  in  onler  to  convince  the 
Hotife  of  the  propriety  of  adopting  the  meafures  recommended 
in  his  Majelly's  moA  gracious  communication.  A  great 
majority  of  the  Houfe  had  already  pledged  thcmfelves  to  a 
vigorous  profecutioii  of  the  war ;  and  thqfe  who  thought 
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ijifhh  him  that  it  was  aAing.  Wifely' and  prudently  to  decliae 
entering  irito  negoctatfon  uriocr  ihc  circumftances  io  Mrhich  it 
•wis  propofcd^  could  nbt  well  refufe  their  affcni  to  the  adoption 
of  "every  means  that  ^kppcared' likely  to  enfure  th*  fame  ad- 
'Vantage!  to  the  comtnoh  canfe  which  attended  it  the  whole 
of  thekft  campaign. ''It  was  only  by  following-up  thefead* 
vantages  that  we  Hioirid  be  enabled  to  brikigthe  ardnoiis  conteft 
in  which  we  are  engaged  i6  an  honourabile  termination.  It 
was  by  a  well  combined  co-operation  with  our  allies,  that  wc 
could  even  -affSrd  to  France  herfelf,  a  frclh  opportunity  of 
rerfcuing-  herfeff  from  the  gaUing  afxi  det^rad?ng  bondage 
imder  whicft-  fhe  at  prefent  laboured.  '  By  tlufc  efforts  might 
France  acquirfe  repofe  for  hcrfclt",  and  fccnrity  to  Europe. 
Thft-e  were  alfo  tnany  parts  of  the  continent  which  remained 
to  be  delivered,  the  deliverance  of  which  had  not  been 
acHitived  ilnring  the  lad  campaign.  Ttiefe  were  among 
the  gr^at  objects  which  wc  muft  endeavour  to  accompUCh. 
Above  all,  we  had  to  crufli  and  difable  the  fyftem  of  J4C0- 
binifm,  or  if  wc  even  failed  in  completely  deftroying  that 
tnonftcr,  we  Ihould  at  lead  perfcvere  till  we  had  weakened 
the  inftruments  and  engines  by  which  it  propagated  its  prin- 
ciples ;  for  it  was  generally  agreed  that  there  could  be  no 
JTafoty  for  European  Jong  as  jacobinifm  remained  flrong  and 
triumphant.  He  fliouldon  the  prefent  occaGon  even  hope^hat 
thofe  who  oppofed  him  on  the  ^ueftion  of  peace  or  war,  and 
who  were  forward  in  recommending  negociation,  would  no^ 
feel  the  necelGty  of  vigorous  preparation  ;  for  even  they  did 
hot  feem  to  entertain  any  great  confidence  in  the  eifedl  of 
any  attempt  at  a  fecure  pacification.  I'hey  mud  now  be 
jptrfuaded  that  a  great  majority  of  the  country  agreed  to  caf  ry 
6n  the  war,  and  that  it  was  to  be  carried  on  no  man,  he  be- 
lieredf  would  deny  ;  btit  that  it  flioiild  be  profecutcd  on  that 
feale,  and  v^ith  that  enlargement  of  tneans,  which  might 
fNTomife  to  brfng  it,  if  podible,  to  a  fpeedy,  and  at  all  eventsj 
to  a  fecure  conclufion.  After  what  had  been  achieved  dnririg 
the  lad  campaign  by  the  Imperial  forces,  we  inight  naturally 
expe£^  the  mod  beneficial  refuli  from  the  co-operation  of 
the  Emperor  and  the  Empire.  On  their  glorious  achieve- 
ments rcfted  the  bed  foundation  of  our  hopes,  far  better  than 
•any  which  he  could  raife  by  an  unavailing  attempt  to  praifc 
jhem.  The  fecuring  of  thp  joint  efforts  of  the  empire  (houlc) 
moreover  remove  the  doubts  and  fears  of  thofe  who  began 
to  be  alarined  for  our  fuccefs,  becaufe  the-predbre  upon 
France  waa  eilpcjled  to  be  in  fome  degree  lefs  than  what  it 
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the  detennination  of  Rufiia  not^to  contiaue  tp  U&iik  <;pi|^^^ 
Virith  Auftaia.    Ruflia  cenainly  wa$,|iottQ  co-operaiie  to  thf 
j(^me  eiBtenty  tf  U)  any,  as  during  the. laft  caii^>aign|  but.at 
far  as  h,is  Rufltan  Majeily  was  to  a£k  with,  this  country^  lif 
Was  fure  he  would  aA  with  the  moft  cordial  co-oper$itio(i. 
The  Emperor  Paul  wa5  detcrcnined  not  to  acqukfc^  in  |bf 
prefent  fyftcm  of  France.     But  wert  thefe  appreb^fipp^ 
juftly  to  be  entertainedi  would  they  not  s^ord  an  addiiif najl 
teafon  for  deriving  from  among  the  powers  of  GeroiMy 
every  podible  reinforcement  to  ftrengthen  the  combined  army ^ 
Thefe  reinforcements  would  make  that  army  more  n^eroM^ 
and  formidable  than  it  was  iall  year  ;  it  were  therei^^  jMi^ty 
waile  of  words  further  to  attenipt  to  prove  the  propriety  of 
the  meafure.    The. exact  amount  of  the  fum  to  he  adtr^in:^ 
he  could  not  as  yet  precifciy  afcertain.;  the  treaties  ai^id  de- 
tails from  which  he  was  to  form  his  4iltimate  judgment  uppn 
that  point,  he  was  prevented  from  receiving  by  the  late  in** 
^irruption  of  con>munications  from  the  continent  ;   but  he 
fiiU  thought  it  incumbent  upon  the  Houfe  to  nudce  fuch  ad- 
vances as  might  enable  the  combined  army  to  ftrengthen  itfiplf 
as  foon  as  poiflble,  and  to  be  early  in  commencing  the  opi^ 
rations.of  the  campaign.'    Thefe  were  the  two  great  pointjS 
which  his  M.ajefty's  meflage  contained^  and  they  formed  thp 
principles  upon  which  bis  motion  was  founded.     There  w^s 
only  one  point  more  on  which  be  thought  it  necpflary  V> 
fouch^  and  that  was  the  probable  amount  of  the  advances  it 
might  be  expedient  to  maice. .  He  could  now  only  glance  4t 
a  general  ftatement,  and  he  thought  that  the  pecuniary  aflS(i> 
ance  that  the  Emperor,  &c.  might  .ftand  in  need  of,  might 
amount  in  the  courfe  of  theyear  to  two  millions  and  a  hjiU. 
He  would  at  prcfcnt  only  move  for  an  advahce  of  $op|OooU 
-He  could  not  well  anticipate  any  objection  to  this  niQtiofi 
when  he  had  the  fatisfa&ion  to  aifureihe  Houffi  thafi  hy 
means  of  thefe  advances,  we  (bould  fecurea  more  ntiiQero^s 
and  eiFe£lual  co-operation  than  we  enjoyed  even  ]gA  year* 
and  that  the  confederate  ai^my  v^ouid  be  fuperior  toanyfprc;^ 
ihat  France  was  likely  to  be  able  to  bring  ii)to  the  field., 

Mr.  NiehoUs  rofei.not  diredly  to  oppofe  the  motion*  bvt 
.to  fugged  fome  obfervations  that  might  fhew  how  dangeroys 
it  was  in  ;he  prcfent  ftate  of  the  country  to  acqiiiefce  in  it ;. 
at.leafty  before  it  was  agreed  to«  hethought  it  would  be,  pru-« 
dent  to  afcertain  three  tads  :-r  ift»  What  was  the  quantity  qi 
corn^now  lA  thecouatryi  ^and  whether  it  jarould  fufficr  t|U 
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ftite enfuing harveft;  tjA^  What  quantity  of  corn  !t  might  b« 
iV^i^flaty  to  import,  aii<L  fxQip  what  countries  it  was  to  be 
]!>f6ciired  ;>  and  3d,  What  might  be  the  Turn  necciTary  to  pay 
for  the  quantity  olcorn  to  be  imported.  In  hh  opinion  two 
ffnilUon  of  quartern  would  not  be  more  than  was  required  to 
temedy  the  prcfent  fcarciiy,  and  this  would  require  no  lefs  a 
fum  than  iwelvt  inilli<»n  fterling.  When  Gentlemen  added 
that  fum  to  the  fubrniiea  that  were  now  propofedto.be  paid 
to  foreign  powers;  fbcy  would  do  well  to  aflc  the  governor 
)ind  dlreAor^  of  the  bank,  if  it  was  fafe  to  permit  To  much 
money  to  be  carried  out  of  the  kingdom.  This  was  a  fe* 
%ious  View  of  our  prefent  fituation,  and  was  fuch  as  (hould 
make  the  Houfe  paufe  before  they  entertained  the  prefent 
motion;  at  leaft,  he  thought  they  (hould  adjourn  it  till  tlie 
laAs  he  alluded  to  had  been  afcertained. 

Mr.  yMffit  approved  af  the  plan  for  employing  foreign 
4roops  in  preference  to  our  own.  He  denied  that  there  ex* 
ifted  in  the  country  any  thing  like  the  alarming  fcarcity 
which  the  honourable  Gentleman  had  fpokcn  of.  There 
^as,  on  the  contrary,  fuch  a  quantity  of  corn  in  the  country 
as  would  amply  fuffice  till  the  next  iiatveft.  It  was  the  ge* 
neral  opinion  of  the  nation  that  the  war  (houkl  be  continued, 
and  after  the  continuation  of  it  had  been  fo  folemnly  deter- 
mined upon  by  a  large  majority  of  the  Houfe,  he  could  not 
fee  how  it  coiild  become  any  individual,  or  any  fct  of  indi- 
viduals! thus  to  oppofe  the  general  opinion. 

Mr.  fVi'lliam  Bouverie  reprobated  the  infolcnt  and  arrogant 
manner,  in  which  the  pacific  propofals  on  the  part  of  the 
^neniy  had  been  rejedcd  ;  it  neither  became  the  dignity  of 
Minifters  or  \he  dignity  of  the  country.     He  was  but  an  irv- 
•dividual,  and  he  thought  himfcif  bound  in  confcience  to  re- 
ft (t  the  prefent  motion;   every  man  in  the  Hon f^,  he  con- 
ceived, had.a  right  to  vote  as  his  confcience  bid  him,  .^nd  U\f 
that  vote  he  was  anfwcrable  to  his  country,  andwiibout  hy- 
'  pocrify  he  might  fay,  that  he  felt  himlelf  anfwerable  for  it 
ibmewhcre  elfe.     If  every  man  had  not  a  right  to  vote  ac- 
cording to  the  beft  of  his  judgment,  of  what  ufe  was  it  la 
bring  the  prefent,  or  any  other  quefUon  before  the  Houfe  ?  J 

Hecouldnot  cunfcieofiouily  vote  JFor  ii,  but  it  was,  however, 
wit^  celudance  that  be  oppofcd  it. 

Mr.  Titrn^y  faid  he  felt  little  inclination  to  fpeak  upon  tire 

ptitfent  Aibje^,  but  he  could  not  remain  quietly  upon  his  feat 

;^er  fome  obfervaiions  which  had  b^en  made  by  GcnticmciT 

Mix  the  other  fideiif  tb^  Houfe.   It  had  been  faidi  that  neither 

.  any 
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any  individual,  nor  any  Cet  of  individuals^  had  a  right  toofK 
pofe  i\iG  fenfe  of  the  roajority  oV  that  Houfe.   This  langUiHgo 
was  infulting  and  unparliamebtary.     The  minority  luid  as 
great, a  right  to  fpeak  their  opinrmi/andas  great  lefpejl  w;^ 
dije  to  that  opinion,  as  if  their  number  was  ever  fa  great| 
The  majority  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  did  not  always  de*- 
cla^e  the  wilhes  of*  the  Briii(h  nation*.     It  was  not  above  a 
week  lince  a  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  declared,  that  he  en* 
tercd  into  negociations  at  Lifle  bec^aufe  the  country  deCrp4 
ail  experitncnt  to  be  made.     The  voice  of  the  Houfe.  tbei| 
Was  for  war,  and  t)ie  idea  of  treating  was  reprobated  a^  de^ 
ftiu£live.   Yet  Mini  (Vers  had  yielded  to  ;he  voice  of  t\it  mioQ>«- 
rity,  and  had  attempted  to  make  peace.     It  was  certainly 
conflitutiorral,  and  no  way  derogatory  to  the  honour  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  ;  but  it  proved  that  the  minority  fome» 
ti(nes  fpoke  the  fenfe  of  the  people,  and  that  Minifm%,were 
guided  by  their  advice.     He  affirmed,  that  at  the  prefent 
moment  tiie  inclinations  of  the  people  run  more  contrary  to 
the  war  than  they  did  then,  although  the  majority  for  contU 
nuiiig  it  had  encreafed.     From  one  end  of  England  to  the 
other,  the  greateil  anxiety  prevailed  for  concluding  a  peace. 
Labouring  under  accumulated  burthens,  which  they  are  np 
longer  able  to  fupport,  perceiving  no  teafon  why.  they  fhould 
thu^  wantonly  be  deprived  of  their  cottiforts,  and  feeing  no 
end  to  the  fangitinary  confliiEl,  they  were  difcontentcd  with 
,the  conduS  of  Minilters,  and  eagerfy  dcfired  that  an  attempt 
ihould  be  made  to  procure  them  the  blcdings  of  peace.    The 
only  argument  he  had  heard  for  the  prefent  mcafure  was, 
that  the  Houfe  had  already  pledged  itfelf  to  profecute  the 
war.     Had  no  change  of  citcumAances  taken  place  fmce 
that  vote,  he  would  have  thought  that  the  argument  had  fome 
force ;  but  if  public  report  was  to  be  credited^  the  Emperor 
of  Rudia  had  altered  his  views,  and  whhdrawn  his  forces 
from  the  theatre  of  war.     He  would  be  told,  that  though  the 
'R'ufTians  wonld  not  aft  upon  the  continent,  they  would  ftill, 
under  the  direftion  of  this  country,  continue  to  life  their  ef- 
forts to  annoy  the  common  enemy.     He  could  place  little 
faith  in  the  generous  intentions  of  that  monarch.     He  had 
never  fgrniflicd  a  foldicr  for  Whom  *hc  was  not  paid.     He 
was  paid  for  raifmg  and  tranfporting  all  the  troops  he  had 
fcnt  againft  France.     He  wa?  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  what  tl^o 
common  canfe  was  in  which  we  were  embarked.     The  Em-* 
peror  Paul  had  unequivocally  declared  it  to  bethe.redoration 
of  royally  in  France ;    but  the  Kmpcror  of  Germany  had 

^  clearly 
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dcifly  ftcwn,  tflifhis  only  6bje6l  was  peffonal  aggrandize* 
tnent ;  what  our  object  v^as  it  wai  difficult  to  determine ; 
fcmetisties  it  was  ftated  to  be  'onfe  things  and  fametimca 
jmnther.  Had  the  right  Hon.  Getitlemain  come  down  and 
tkidf  ihat  whftt  was  me^nt  by  the  com^mon  caufe  was  now 
Clearty  (fefined;  he  might,  with  fome  degree  of  reafon,  have 
catlisd  for  fupporr  j  but  upon  that  fubjcA  we  were  left  in  a 
(hte  of  doubt  and  oncertainty.  He  firmly  bcHtved  that  the 
ebjeft  for  whic^h  Miniflers  carried  on  the  war,  notwithftandi 
ing  all  their  qtralificatiohs  and  equivocations^  was  the  rcfto« 
tation  of  monarchy.  '  He  could  gather  nothing  clfc  from  the 
feeeches  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  for  two  years  paft,  and 
Lord  GrenvlUe's  note  placed  the  matter  beyond  All  doubt. 
The  only  meaning  of  tlie  other  conditions  mentioned  there^ 
tipon  which  peace  could  be  concluded,  was  to  leave  Minifters 
a  loop-hole  through  which  they  may  efcape.  They  will  fight 
ffitgCfTOXiQy  for  royalty  ;  bat  though  they  flioiiM  be  unfuccefs-. 
foU  ^^cy  may  ftill  remain  in  their  places.  He  woulti  not 
flop  to  conllder  the  bleflings  or  thecurf^s  which  tvould  flow 
•from  the  reftoratibn  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  ;  but  he  never 
would  vote  a  farthing  for  the  purpofe  of  reftoring  it.  In  the 
prefent  circumdanccs  of  the  country,  he  fhould  think  himfelf 
irery  wanting  in  his  duty  to  his  conftituents  and  to  hiscountrVy 
if  he  did  not  (irenuOufly  oppofe  a  farthing  being  voted,  tie 
could  not  conceive  what  improprietv  his  hdn.  Friend  had 
been  guilty  of,  who  mentioned  the  prefent  alarming  fcarcity 
of  corn,  as  an  argument  againlt  continuing  the  war.  He 
'had  faid  that  he  was  well  informed  that  a  fupply  of  corh 
would  be  neccflfary  for  three  months  confumptiony  and  had 
expreffed  his  ignorance  of  the  manner  in  which  it  couid  be 
procured,  except  peace  was  concluded.  What  was  there  in 
this  ridiculous  or  abfurd  ?  Where  then  was  the  reafon  for  the 
fnecr  with  which  thefe  obfervations  were  received?  Would 
it  be  proper  to  fend  fo  much  money  out  of  the  country, 
when  the  balance  of  trarfe  miift,  from  our  neccflary  rcmit-^ 
tances  to  the  continent  for  grain,  be  fo  much  againd  us  ? 
Would  hot  all  the  commercial  difficulties  be  brought  upon 
thfc  country  formerly  experienced  by  purfuingfimilar  mea- 
fures  ?  At  former  ftages  of  the  war  he  had  heard  mud)  of  its 
being  juft  and  neccflary  ;  but  though  thefe  two  words"  had 
coft  us  two  hundred  millions,  he  now  heard  of  them  no 
"more  ;  they  had  died  a  natural  death.  The  war  was  indeed 
^  neither  jtifV  nor  neceffary .  If  it  was  to  reftorc  the  Bourbons^ 
'it  was  unjuft ;  if  to* check  jacobinifm,  it  wzs  no  longer  ne*- 

csflkry. 
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feflarj^.     It  was  neither  }\A  b^r  neceSary  wiiea  we  tud  fc^ 

fiifcd  to  Ii(len  to  the  pacitic  prppoHiIs  pf  our  eD£cnies*    UfA^i^ 

ihefe  grounds  h?  muU  ftrenuouQy  oppofe  the  prefcm^noiioQt 

jPut  the  right  hen.  Gentleman  would  lay  to  others,  .beoaul^ 

yoii  have  voted  for  war,  you  muft  vote  for  thefe  9,50^,000]. 

to  carry  it  on.     Before  h^  fpe^ks  in  thisilyle  he  oi^t4oiay 

the  treaties  before  the  Houfe,  that  Gentlemen  may  kfiowtttiif 

terms  of  this  bargain  which  they  are  called  upop  to  conclude* 

Will  the  CO -operation  be  adequate  lo^  the  lex pence  P  What 

powers  are  to  n'ceive  our  money,  at^ji  in  what  proportion? 

He  was  fure  that  the  Em{)cror  would  itcccpt  9f  nopartaf  i^ 

pn  the  terms  upon  which  it  would  be  offered  him.    His  views 

ivere  very  dlfrercftt  from  thofe  of  his  Majefty*s  MinifteTf. 

3iit  why  ihonid  we  hire  thefe  me.r^enaiies  at  all  to  fight  their 

pwn  battles  F  It  was  faid  that  German  Powers  had  abun^ar.oe 

of  ze'<il,  but  they  wanted  pecuniary  refoorces.    Formerly  the 

£mperor  took  our  money  and  made  a  feparate  peace;  af^r 

having  been  at  war  for  five  years,  he  began  it  anew,  ami  ha« 

carried  it  on  with  the  i^tmoll  vigour  and  fugcefs  without  .our 

tofliftance.     Strange  that  he  (hould  never  dil'cover    hii^  re- 

fources  till   we  refufed  to  fublidi^e  him  any  k)n^er!  Ccmi«- 

tinue  to  leave  him  to  his  own  exert  tons,  and4ie  will  conitiniie 

to  exert  himfelf  fuccefsfuUy.    Advance  hin>  money,  and  he 

will  again  leave  us  in  the  lurch.     Would  the  Houfe.  then 

vote  away  500,000!*  which  would  probably  tend  to  prevent 

the  co-operation  of  any  ally  ?  "Would  they*vote  it  away  with- 

put  knowing  the  extent  of  the  co-operation  which  hepro- 

inifes  fo  aftord  ?  What  fecurity  had  we  for  his  fulfilling  any 

engagements  he  may  enter  into  ?  The  Emperor  \\sid  formerly 

•betrayed  us,  and  had  never  yet  expreifrd  any  .contrition  fee 

hfs    mifcondu6l,    or    made  any    promife  of    amendment. 

Though  Gentlemen  had  voted  for  the  war  when  they  were 

Ignorarit  of  the  defeSion  of  the  Ruflians,   they  furely  would 

not  Squander  away  large  fums  of  money,^of  the  application 

of  which  they  were  ignorant,  and  theprobableeffcftof  which 

Would  oe  to  accelerate  a  peace  betwixt  the  Emperor  of  Ger^ 

many  and  the  French  Republic.     He  was  not  an  enemy  to 

fubfidies.     If  blood  mud  be  fpilt,  better  let  ii  he  German 

than  BritiOi  blood.     But  he  objeded  to  the  prefem  fubfidf 

hecaufe  there  was  no  neceflity  for  bloodJbcd  at  all.     Peaoe^ 

fecure  and  honourable,  might  unqueftionably  be  now  ob* 

fained.    We  were  told  we  muft  fight  while  the  jacobin 

principle  remained  in  France.     For  bis  part  he  was  at  a  I06 

focoi^ceiye  wba(  was  m^ant  by  the  jacobin  principle;  it 

leemed 
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fecmcd  to  him  merely  a  pretext  for  carrying  on  the  war,  and 
a  mean  of  enabling  Minifters  to  inak& peace  when  they  were 
no  longer  able  to  perfevcre  in  the  conttft.  True  jacobinifin 
no  longer  exiflred.     The  prefent  goYerntnent  of  France  had 

J>roved  that  it  did  not  lead  to  liberty,  and  it  had  been  univer^ 
ally  abandoned.  But  follow  the  fame  courfes  by ''which  it  at 
firft  was  engendered,  fliew  a  total  difregard  to  honouri  16 
principle,  and  to  humanity  ;  druggie  only  for  encceafe  of 
power  and  extenfion  of  dominion  ;  try  to  ftifle  every  generous 
feeling  and  every  independent  fenriment,  and  you  wilt  agaia 
revive  this  formidable  monfter.  It  was  fatd  wc  (hou)d  try 
to  weaken  France.  Confider  at  what  expencc  we  .make  the 
attempt ;  we  did  it  at  upwards  of  forty  millions  a  yean 
The  relative  ftrength  of  France,  at  this  rate,  would  not  be 
at  all  diminiihed ;  perhaps  it  would  Ix:  encreaftd  :  (he  raifed 
her  rcfources  by  revolutionary  means,  ours  were  drawn  fron^ 
the  inoft  ufeful  cVafles  of  the  comtnunity.  We  had  likcwife 
much  more  to  lofe :  the  commerce  of  France  cannot  be  huit 
by  continuing  the  war,  nor  Had  (he  any  great  evil  to  appre* 
hcnd  from  it.  To  what  point  muft  France  be  weakened 
to  enfure  our  fcchrity  ?  Let  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  mark 
out  this,  and  then  we  (hall  know  when  to  cxped  peace,  and 
the  object  for  which  we  are  called  upon  to  make  fuch  facrU 
ficesi  But  he  de{ied  ^he  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  define  the 
objefl  of  the  war.  Whether  he  fays  it  is  for  royalty,  or 
againft  jacobinifm,  he  will  Hmtt  and  qualify  both  declara* 
tions,  he  will  introduce  ifs  and  bnts,  and  leave  us  in  as  great 
perplexity  as  ever.  He  was  confcious  that  the  fole  objca  of 
Minillers  was  the  ref^oration  of  royalty  in  France,  and  he 
would  never  confent  \o  vote  away  Britilh  money  for  a  pur- 
pofe  fo  foreign  to  the  i  me  reft  of  the  country. 

The  Chancelkr  of  the  Exchftfuer  faid,  though  it  is  with  re- 
ludance  that  I  rife  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Houfe  on  the 
prefent  occafion,  yet  there  are  fevcral  things  in  the  fpeech 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  juft  far  down,  and  in  ihofc 
of  his  friends  befide  him,  that  I  cannot  futfer  to  pafs  wiihott 
animadverfton.  The  hon.  Gentleman  dcfi.-s  me  to  explain 
the  objed  of  the  war. 

To  exprefs  the  whole,  Sir,  not  in  one  fentence,  but  in  one 
.word,  I  fay  that  our  objeS  in  the  profcciition  of  the  war  is 
ficurify.  Security  againft  i\\t  greateft  danger  with  which  the 
civilized  world  was  ever  threatened  \  a  danger  which,  as  it 
equally  menaced  every  nation  of  Europe,  every  nation  has, 
wkh  pore  qx  lefs  vigour  apd  perieverance,  found  it  necefia»y 
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to  oppofe.  That  danger ''{ndeed^  this  country  has  the  tiierft 
of  having  rcfifted  with  moft  fucccfs,  becaufe  we  oppofcd  il 
with  the  greatcit  energy.  To  its  perniciou$  principle,  to  it% 
J)o(liIc  operations  we  oppofed  the  qfioft  tffeciual  ref^ftance'; 
becaufe  that  refiftance  was  the  mbd  vigorcAis,  the  mod  de* 
fermined,  and  the  moft  perfcvijring.  This  country,  atone,  of 
all  the  nations  of  Europe,  p/efcnted  barriers  the  beft  fitied 
to  refift  its  progrefs.  We  jajone  recognized  the  neceflhy  of 
open  war,  as  well  with  the  principles^'  as  the  pradice  of  thfe 
French  revolution.  .  We  faw  that  it  was  to  be  refifted  no 
-lefsby  arms  abroad,  than  by  precaution  at  home;  that  w6 
were  to  feek  proted^ion  no  lefs  10  the  courageof  our  forces 
(.han  to  the  wifdom  of  our  councils ;  no  lefs  to  military  efforfy 
than  tolegiflaiive  ena£iment.  At  the  moment  when  thoffe 
who  now  admit  the  dangers  of  jacobinifm,  while  they  con* 
tend  that  ir  is  extin£l,  ufed  to  palliate  its  atrocity,  and  ex- 
tenuate its  mifchief,  this  Houfe  wifely  faw  that  it  was  necef- 
fary  to  ercA  a  double  Safeguard  againft  a  danger  that  wrought 
no  lefs  by  undifgnifcd  hoftiliiy  than  by  fecrct  machination. 
But  how  long  is  it  fmce  the  hon.  Gemleiitan  and  his  friends 
have  difcovered  that  the  dangers  of  jacobinifm  have  cea.red  to 
exill  i  How  long  is  it  fince  they  have  found  that  the  caufe 
yf  French  revolution  is  not  the  ca*ife  of  liberty?  Is  it  not 
only  fince  the  principles  of  jacobinifm  have  been  concen- 
tered and  enthroned  in  the  perfon  of  a  man  who,  in  a  part^ 
^nlar  rrunner,  is  lheir<:hiid  and  their  champion  ;  a  nian  who,  ^ 
above  alJ  oihcrs,  has  had  the  largeft  fhare  in  fpreading  therr 
influence,  ^nd  increafrng  their  di'folat ion  ?  In  thefe  circum- 
llances  the  feoo.  Gentleman  tells  u-  thar  the  dangers  of  ja- 
cobinifm axe  no  more,  becaufe  we  fee  its  principle  moi^ 
than  ever  ctmdenfed,  when  we  fee  that  unity  of  adion  is  com- 
bined with  unifo;nriity  of  dcfigti,  and  when,  from  the  fim- 
plicity  of  the  organ,  there  has  arifen  an  increafed  facility  of 
mifchief,  and  additional  means  of  execution  are  added  to  the 
original  tendency  to  deftrudlion. 

But  the  hon.  Gentlcinan  afkjJ,  What  is  bur  intention  ?  He 
afks,  Wl^eiher  the  war  is  to  be  ^arikd  on  tHI  jacobinifm  is. 
finally  extinguiibcd?  If  he  ciean.^  that  war  is  to  be  carried 
on  till  jacobinifm  has  either  ioft  its  fting.  or  Is  abridged  in  its 
poWer  to  do  evil,  {  fay  that  this  is  iheobjefl  of  our  exertions. 
i  do  not  fay  that  we  «nu(l  wage  war  until  the  piinciple  of 
jacobinifm  is  extinguiihed  in  the  mind  of  every  individual ; 
were  that  the  object  of  the  contcft,  I  am  afraid  it  would  not 
terminate  but  with  the  prefent  generation.     I  ajd  afraid  that 

Vol..  1..  igoo.  3  L  a  mipd 
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il  fntnd  once  tainted  ^th  that  tnfe&ioo  never  recovers  ice 

iiealtbful  (late*    I  ano  afraid  that  no  purification  is  fufficienc 

$o  eradicate  the  poifon  of  that'  foUl  diftemper.     Evexr'  thafe, 

we  feet  wt>Q  fo  loudly  teH  us  now  that  the  danger  of  jacQr 

liioifnni^  is  pa(l«  •re  endeavouring  to  difarm  us  of  the  means 

pf  carrying  op  the  v/ar  we4iow  ^yage  againft  its  remnant^ 

by  thofe  arts  which  they  employed  to  i>end  us  down  before  in 

naeridian  fplendour.     They  tell  us  again,  that   by  refifting 

ihat  peftilent  jnifchief,  we  are  promoting  diftrefs,  that  we 

mreidefpiring  humanity.     They  tells  us  that  we  have  fpenf 

f  wo  hundred  millions  for  a  phrafe — for  the  words  ^*  juA  and 

lieceiTary.*'     I  hope,  Sir«  that  the  people  of  this  country  will 

jiot  be  governed  by  words.     No,  Sir,  the  people  of  England 

vfill  not  be  fo  miiled.     We  have  fpent  two  hundred  millions ; . 

but  what  has  been  the  obje£l — what  have  been  the  fruits  of 

this  expenditure?  If  this  country  has   fpent   two  hundred 

4iiiUions,  they  have  been  fpent  to.preferve  the  fources  of  its 

iprofperity,  its  happinefs,  its  glory,  its  freedom.     Yes,  Sir, 

*wt  have  fpent  that  fum ;  and  I  truft  we  are  ready,  as  1  am 

fure  we  arc  able,  to  fpend  two  hundred  millions  mure  for  pur- 

pofes  fo  great  and  important.     I  truft  this  country  is  ready 

to  exert  its  efforts  te  avail  ourfelves  of  the  aftiftance  of  our 

allies,  tp  obtain  real  feciuity,  and  to  attain  iblid  peace. 

It  is  true  that  in  this  conteft  different  opinions  may  exill 
as  to  the  m^ans  by  which  the  danger  is  to  be  reCfted :  thp 
JImperor  of  Ruffia  may  approve  of  one  courle ;  the  Emperor 
.of  Germany  may  adopt  another.  But  is  it  not  ft  range  that 
.the  hon.  Gentleman  fliould  be  fo  particularly  difpleafed  that 
we  (bould  be  deiirous  of  the  co-operation  of  the  Emperor  of 
laermany,  who  has  not  gone  lo  far  in  his  declarations  on  this 
fubjefi  of  the  war  as  the  Emperor  of  Ruflia  ?  Is  it  a  ground 
of  objedion  with  the  hon.  Gentlemsui,  that  we  (hould  avail 
ourlclves  of  the  afliftaoce  of  thofe  who  do  not  declare  them- 
felve^  in  favopr  of  that  objedl  which  he  profeifes  himfelf 
particularly  to  difapprpve  ?  |f,  as  ^  do  not  believe,  the  Eov- 
perpr  of  Germany  did  not  fee  any  danger  in  French  prin- 
piples ;  if,  as  I  do  not  believe,  the  Emperor^  of  Germany 
fonfiders  it  as  no  defirable  object  to  overthrow  that  govern- 
inent  by  which  they  are  embodied  and  organized,  yet  are  we 
to  refute  the  CQ-operatiun  of  that  power  which  may  fo  elTcn- 
lially  contribute  to  promote  that  lecurity  which  we  have  in 
•view)  Without  changing  our  own  o^ects,  may  we  not 
avail  ourfelves  of  tlie  aid  pf  other  powers,  though  the  motives 
p^  tif^  09-fipeKatioii  may  not  be  thofe  which  ()ictate  our  own 
^       '*  '' '  .' .exertions^ 
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exertions )  Admitting  that  the  Emftetor  of  Cjermto^  to  no 
other  view  but  to'  regain  pofleflion.of  the  Nethetlands^  itl 
drive  the  enemy  b&.ck  to  the  Rhine,  to  recover  the  fortreflei 
which  it  was  for  a  oioiaent  forced  to  abandon,  are  thefe  ob- 
jects which  we  have  no  iritereft  to  promote?  arethefe  de- 
tigni  which  have  ho  relation  to  Britifli  policy-^iio  connec* 
tioo  with  Britkfh  farfety?  Whatever  be  the  profeflions  o£ 
Auttria,  (he  n^uli  dread  the  hoitility  of  French  principles^ 
the  rouft  diftriUl  the  fecurity  of  republican  peace*  Wby^ 
then,  ihould  we  be  unwilling  to  employ  the  co^-operation  oC 
Aiiitrian  arms  for  objects  in  which  weoarfelves  are  fo  nearif 
concerned?  It  is  our  duty«  it  is  our  higheft  intereft  to  en- 
courage the  exertions,  and  to  promote  the  views  of  Auftria^ 
with  which  our  own  fecurity  is  fo  materially  concerned. 

The  hon.  Gentleman  fays  too,  that  the  war  is  not  juft  or 
heceiTary,  becaufe  he  difapproves  the  attempt  to  reftore  mo- 
narchy in  France,  and  becaufe  we  have  retufed  to  enter  into 
any  immediate  neguciation.  H^  dares  to  affirm  that  the  re* 
ftoration  of  monarchy  i&  the  only  object  we  have  in  view^ 
and  he  oppofes  all  explanation  we«might  give  by  the  general 
charge  that  it  mud  be  mere  fpecial  pleading.  In  truth,  Sir^ 
I  have  no  partiality  for  that  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  calU 
fpecial  pleading;  and  have  little  inclination  to  reft  my  juf- 
tification  upon  ^and  iuts.  Without  expofing  myfelf,  how- 
ever, to  the  cenfure  of  cavilling  or  fophiftry,  I  will  aflert 
that,  though  I  coniider  monarchy  in  France  as  one  of  the 
furclt  pledges  of  the  fecurity  we  defire,  yet  we  do  not  limit 
it  entirely  to  that  (late  of  things :  if  there  be  any  other  modt 
by  uhich  fecurity  can  be  attained,  we  are  ready  to  embrace 
it.  We  are  unwilling  to  exchange  the  profpects  which  a 
vigorous  perfevcrance  in  the  contelt  prefents.for  an  infecure 
peace,  Bui  the  lecuiiiy  is  to  be  compared  with  the  danger 
of  war.  I/^  then,  it  can  be  (hewn  that  fecurity  is  now  at- 
tainable ;  if  there  be  really  no  danger  to  be  apprehended  from 
jacobinifm,  doubtlcfs  peace  is.the  courfe  we  ought  to  purfue. 
//\  on  the  other  hand,  the  continuance  of  the  war  pretents  us 
a  chance  of  either  extinguishing  the  principles  of  jacobinifm 
or  diminilhing  their  power ;  //  our  commerce  in  this  Rate  of 
war  enjoys  an  unexampled  profperity,  inftead  of  threatening 
the  exhauftion  of  our  nieans,  ought  we  to  prefer  a  delufive 
truce  to  a  vigorous  war  ?  Thcfe  are  the  i/jand  the  tuis  which 
1  conceive  it  important  to  confidcr.  On  this  plea,  fo  re* 
corded,  am  1  moment  lo  be  tried  by  God  and  my  country. 

;!.  i  The 
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The  hon.  Gentkraan  fays,  thai;  we  reduce  our  own  means 
in  the  fame  proportion  that  we  exhauft  thofe'of  tl)e  enenoy. 
Is  this,  indeed,  the  conclufion  which  we  muft  draw  from  a 
furvey  of  the  refpedive  fiiuations  of  France  and  England, 
fince  the  negociaiton  at  Paris,  and  particularly  thofe  at  Lifle  ? 
Does  the  hon.  Gentleman  really  think,,  that  the  means  of 
this  country  have  been- exhaiif led  in  the  fame  proportion  with 
thofe  of  the  enemy  ?•  Does  he  think  that  the  expence  of  a' 
new  carnpaign  will  produce  that  cWcSt  ?  On  thefe  grounds  of 
companion  the  queftion  is  to  be  decided,  and  not  upon  thofe 
topics  which  are  adduced  to  create  a  prejudice  againlVthe 
war,  and  thofe  iniidious  reprefeniations  employed  to  render 
it  unpopular.  It  is,  indeed,  to  become  the  allies  of  jaco- 
binifm  ;  to  conne£i,  as  Tome  aifcfd  to  do,  the  prefent  fcarcity 
with  the  fubjed  of  the  war.  It  is,  indeed,  to  rcfort  to  its 
mod  deftru£live  weapons,  thus  to  appeal  to  the  feelings  of 
the  multitude,  and  call  upon  them  to  decide  on  fuch  a  ground 
upon  a  quedion,  of  which,  in  their  coolef^  (tate,  they  are, 
perhaps,  unqualified  to  judge.  When  we  fee  fu^h  arts  em* 
ployed,  I  think  it  pretty  Itrong  proof  that  jacobin ifm  is  not 
cxtind*  If  indeed  we  find,  that  it  is  dill  alive  evpn  in  the 
minds  of  fpedators,  what  influence  mud  it  not  polfefs,  who 
are  involved  in  its  fcene^,  and  u  ho  rule  by  its  iniluence  i 

It  is  faid,  however,  that  I  endeavour  to  prevent  the  free- 
dom of  deliberation,  by  faying,  that  Parliament,  by  its  for- 
rncr  vote,  is  pledged  to  this  particular  mealiire,  Moft  cer- 
tainly, however,  I  have  no  fuch  intention  ;  on  the  contrary, 
I  dated  only,  thai  thofe  who  think  the  war  (hould  be  con- 
tinued, n^uil  approve  of  every  means  by  which  it  can  be 
carried  on  vi»h  vigour  and  fncccfs.  1  he  qucftion  then  i5, 
whether  the  mtafure  is  calculated  for  thiit  cndr  if  it  is,  it 
would  be  to  fiipjjofc  P»iiliamt.nt  guided  by  noconfiltcnt  view, 
if  it  did  not  meet  wiih  its  approbation.  That  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman and  his  friends  ihnuld  oppofe  the  meafure,  I  ihould 
be  difpofed  to  afcribe,  not  fo  much  to  their  difapproving  it, 
sis  to  their  oppolition  to  the  war  itfelf.  I  took  it  for  granted, 
indeed,  that  even  fome  of  thofe  who  oppofed  the  war  iifclf, 
might  acquiefcetH  this  mciifure,  becaufe  1  truil  their  fentiment 
is  finccrc^  they  cannot  prevent  the  war — they  mult  bedefirous 
to  fee  it  carried  on  wiih  vigour  and  fuccefs.  If  they  had  no 
other  objed  hut  u>  palfy  our  efFi>rts,  io  difarm  our  foiccin 
the  profecutiou  of  u  ctinitd,  which  their  voles  cannot  pre- 
vent ;  their  objtcis  would  be  ciiiniiKil,  iheir  language  wou'd 

be 
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be  mtfchievous.  I  hope,  howevers  that  the  feelings,  which 
in  candour  1  fuppofed  Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  to  pollefs, 
will  not  be  bqlied  by  their  conduct. 

It  was  flated  by  an  hon.  Gentleman,  who.feldom  makes 
his  appearance  in  this  Houfe,  that  the  minority  reprefeoted 
the  fentiments  of  the  great  botly  of  the  people  of  this  country. 
But  if  Aich  arguments  are  admitted,  I  think  there  is  little 
leafon  to  conclude  that  the  principles  of  jacobinifm  are  ex^* 
tinct.  It  was  repreftnied,  too,  as  if  I  had  faid  that  thefenfe 
of  the  country  had  made  it  neceifary  to  open  the  negociatioa 
of  Parts  and  Liile.  1  he  people  of  this  country  never  were, 
for  a  peace  that  might  be  broken  to*morrow»  They  were 
for  peace,  as  I  am  tor  peace,  whenever  it  promifes  fecurtty 
and  permanence.  1  thought  it  right  to  open  negociation^ 
not  bccaufe  1  was  infenfible  to  the  dangers  of  jacobiDifoi, 
but  becauTe,  on  a  view  of  the  dangers  of  war,  as  it  muft  then  . 
have  been  profecuted,  peace  was,  upon  -the  whole,  the  lead 
of  the  evils  that  prefented.  The.  comparifons  which  theil 
influenced  in  favour  of  negociation  no  longer  exiA.  At  that 
moment  the  flate  of  parties  in  France  tended  to  an  order  of 
things  which  promifed  far  greater  fecurity  ;  which  eyinced  a 
greater  departure  from  jacobinirm  than  any  thing  which  ha& 
appeared  lince.  If,  then,  the  grounds  which  decided  in  fa-> 
vour  of  peace,  either  in  the  (late  of  the  enemy,  or  our  own^ 
no  longer  Operate,  am  I  inconfidetit  if  I,  on  other  circum- 
ftances,  act  with  other  views,  and  purfue  a  different  Quurfe  r 

We  are  told,  however,  that  our  policy  ought  to  be  changed, 
as  the  Ruffians  are-  no  longer  to  co-operate  with  Aulhia. 
£ut  may  not  the  Ruffians  be  employed  with  advantage  in  the 
common  caufe,  though  they  no  longer  act  immediately  in 
conjunction  with  the  Auflrians  ?  It  is  not  for  me  to  point  out 
the  particular  way  in  wh}ch  their  force  may  be  directed  in 
conjunction  with  the  moveable  mariiimc  force  which  this 
country  polfeiles.  I  need  not  fay  how,  while  the  frontiers 
of  Francg  are  invcfled  by  a  powerful  military  force,  the 
Ruffians  may  co-operate  in  fupporting  thofe  infurredlions 
which  a£lually  prevail,  and  which  threaten  to  break  out  in 
every  part  of  France.  May  not  thefe  «iForts  produce  a  great 
and  valuable diverfion  for  the  Ruffians?  This  is  Aifficient  to 
(how  that  their  co-operation  may  iUil  be  extremely  valuable* 
To  fay  more  would  be  no  lefs  improper  than  unritccflary. 

Ify  however,  the  Ruffians  are  not  toaifift  the  caufe  by  their 
efforts  upon  ihe  continental  frontier  of  Fran'cc,  does  it  not 
becooK  (he  policy  of  Kngland,  does  it  not  confifl  with  the 
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•mlUam  of  Partiafncnt,  to  employ  every  ixteaiw  to  fupply  the 
lofs  which  their  departure  will  occarfion  ?  The  meafure  in 
queftion  aims  at  that  objc£l.  It  aims  at  procuring  fuch  re- 
inforcements to  the  military  exertions  of  our  allies  as  pro- 
iftiife  a  vigorous  and  fuccefstut  campatgn.  Upon  a  compafi- 
ibii»  ind^dv  of  the  forces  of  France,  with  thofe  which  our 
allies  will  be  enabled  to  bring  againft  her,  wa  will  find  that 
the  latter  are  greatly  fuperior.  I  cannot  abfolutcly  pledge 
ttiyfelf  that  the  farces  of  France  (hall  not  be  encreafed  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  equal,  if  not  outnumber  thofe  of  the 
ailiesy  but  oq  every  ground  of  conjecture,  the  allies  will 
maintain  that  fuperiority  which  they  poifefled  lafl  campaign* 
The  tneafuce  in  quellion  is  intended  to  fecure  that  efFeSual 
co-operation,  thofe  military  exertions  which  promife  fuccefs, 
and  if  the  propriety  of  |>erfcvering  in  the  conteA  be  ad- 
mitted, as  it  has  been,  by  the  Houfe,  I  cannot  conceive  what 
argnment  can  be  ufed  againft  that  which  fecms  fu  neceflary  tt> 
its  favourable  ifTue. 

An  hon.  Gentleman  Rated  with  a  gravity  which  Teemed  to 
Itftify  hisfincerity  in  what  he  advanced,  that  twelve  mi Uiond 
l^ill  be  ncceffary  to  procure  that  fupply  of  grain  which  this 
country  requires.  1  trufl  that  it  will  appear  in  the  cond- 
deration  of  the  report  of  the  corn  commiiteci  that  there  has 
already  been  a  very  conlidcrable  fupply  of  corn  obtained,  and 
that  there  is  not  fo  much  to  be  apprehended  on  ihe  fcore  of 
fcarcity  as  fonric  fnppofe.  But,  beiides  that  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman exaggerates  ihe  fupply  that  will  be  required,  he  in- 
fers that  we.  Ihall  not  be  able  to  find  pecuniary  refonrces  both 
for  the  war  and  to  obviate  the  danger  of  fcarciiy.  Doubilefs, 
howeveri  there  is  no  difficuhy  in  fupplying  both  demands. 
No  man  who  thinks  the  war  right  and  politic  will  fuppofe 
that  w(^  ought  to  withhold  ih^fc  fupplies  which  are  necetlary 
to  fupport  the  contcft  with  vigour,  and  bring  it  to  a  fuccefs- 
ful  termination,  .bccaufe  there  happens  to  exid  a  fcarcity 
which  has  no  cotmexion  with  the  war,  and  which  the  profe- 
cution  of  it  can  in  no  way  affo£l.  The  fallacy  of  afcribing 
that  fcarcity  lothc  war'is  no  lefs  unfounded  in  leafoningthan 
it  is  mifchicvoMS  in  iis  conltquenccr;. 

It  is  for  the  lioiife,  then,  to  decide  whether,  in  fupporting 
this  meafure,  we  have  judged  on  good  grounds.  If  any  man 
thinks  he  fets  the  means  of  bringing  the  conteit  to  an  ear- 
lier termination  than  by  vigorous  effort  and  military  opera- 
tions, he  is  judified  in  o^ipoling  the  mcafures  which  are  n^- 
rtU'ary  to  carry  it  vt\  with  cnegry.     Thofe  who  confider  the 
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v^ar  to  bc'  expedient*  cannot^  ivith  conflftcncvy  refufe  iheti: 
aiRnt  to  mcafures  calculated  to  bring  it  to  a  I'uciCefsful  iiruc. 
KvcD  thofe  who  may  difapprove  of  the  conteR,  wiilcb  the|r 
cannot  prevent  by  their  votes,  canlaot  honeflly  purfue  that 
coadtifi  which  could  tend  only  to  rejider  its  ,tcrini nation  fa- 
vourable to  the  enenny.  God  forbid  I  (hould  qucftion  rhc 
freedoin  of  thotight,  or  the  liberty  of  fpeech,  but  I  c^noc 
fee  how  Gentlemen  can  juflify  a  language  and  a  condu^ 
which  can  have  no  tendency  but  to  difann  our  exertions,  and 
to  defeat  our  hopes  in  the  prefectuion  of  the  contelh  They 
ought  to  litnii  themfclvtrs  to  thofe  arguments  which  cou!c)  »ii~ 
fiuence  the  Houfe  againflthe  war  altog£lher|  not  tiwell  upon 
topics  which  Van  tend  only  to  Weaken  our  efforts  and  betray 
our  c^Lufe.  Above  all,  nothing  can  be  more  unfair  in  rca- 
foning,  than  to  ally  the  prefent  fcarcity  with  the  war,  or  to 
infmuate  ihat  its  profecution  will  interfere  with  ihtife  fop- 
plies  which  we  may  require.  I  am  the  more  induced  to 
teiUfy  tKus  publicly  the  difapprobat ion  which  fuch  langtiage 
exacts  in  my  mind,  when  I  obferve  the  inddious  nfe  that  is 
made  of  them,  in  promoting  certain  meafurcs  otjt  of  doors  ; 
a  language,  indeed,  contrary  to  all  honefl  principle, .and  re^ 
pugnant  to  every  fentiment  of  public  dut)». 

Mr.  Tierney  replied.  He  faid  that  he  tliought  he  wotild 
not  be  a  good  fubje£l  if  he  did  not  rife  to  vindicate  his  cha^ 
rader  from  the  imputations  which  had  been  call  upon  it« 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  that  night  in  a  (bte  of  coo- 
fiderable  irritation,  which,  though  perhaps  not  to  be  won^ 
dcred  at,  had  made  him  go  into  a  drain  of  inveclive  whick  he 
wciild  find  it<iif{icult  to  juflify.  He  was  enraged  at  the  pre- 
fent fcarcity  being  adduced  as  an  argument  againO  the  war, 
and  had  fevereiy  cenfured  thofe  who  adduced  it.  Was  it 
imbecoming  to  fay,  that  becaufe  the  people  were  in  want  of 
the  common  necelfarics  of  life,  it  would  be  impolitic  to  fend 
krge  fums  of  money  out  of  the  country,  to  coufider  the  (late 
of  the  nation,  when  we  were  deliberating  upon  the  courfe  it 
ihotild  purfue  ?  He  at  any  rate  might  have  efcaped  blame, 
iince  he  had  not  faid  one  word  upon  that  fubject.  He  was 
no  enemy  to  granting  fubfidies;  but  he  objected  to  a  (lid  iog 
the  Emperor  to  carry  on  his  fchemes  cif  ambition.  With 
the  report  of  the  corn  committee  on  the  table,  would  Gentle- 
pien  vote  2,500,0001.  for  fuch  a  pui^pofe  ?  Mr.  Tierney  here 
recapitulated  and  enforced  his  former  arguments,  to  fliew  the 
uiajority  in  the  Houfe  did  not  always  fpeak  the  fenfeof  the 
i)nbiic.  No  onc^  he  continued^  reprobated  Jacobinifm  more 
'  than 
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than  he  dfd,  and  though  the  ri^ht  hon.  Gcntlemsp  had  accufed 
him  of  it,  and  had  fatd  that  it  had  broken  out  afreih,  he  de- 
fied any  man  to  produce  any  fentimetit  of  that  nature  which 
had  ever  ilfiied  from  his  lips.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  much  at  ftake  ui  promoting  the  belief  that  jacobinifm 
llill  was  dangerous.  Jacobinifm  was  his  befl  friend  ;  to  that 
he  owed. his  elevation,  and  when  that  failed  him  his  fall  would 
quickly  follow.  He  would,  then,  be  ftripped  of  his* power, 
and  mud  look  to  his  perfonal  virtues.  Notwithftanding  the 
rigb^  hon.  Gentleman's  fpccimen  of  fpecial  pleading,  he 
had  not  yet  given  a  clear  definition  of  the  object  of  the  war, 
and  had  (Ull  interfperfed  liis  ifs  and  his  buts.  What  it  was 
he  himfelf  had  little  doubt.  He  had  no  objection  to  accept 
of  the  ferviccs  of  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  although  his 
views  were  different ;  but  he  could  not  confent  to  pay  him  for 
that  afliftance.  Was  there  nothing  difgraceful  in  granting 
thisfubfidy,  and  thus  being  inftrumental  to  the  enflavement 
of  independent  countries  ?  Our  fituation  was  greatly  inv 
proved,  it  was  faid,  fince  the  negociations  at  Lifle.  Be  it  fo ; 
but  had  not  the  French  ftill  immenfe  armies?  Was  not  pro- 
perty more  fecure  ^nd  land  more  valuable  now  than  before 
the  late  revolutioh  ?  The  fpirit  cif  the  country  was  raifed 
then,  but  it  was  chiefly  by  the  declaration  that  was  publifhed 
by  the  Briti(h  government.  This  Mr.  Tierney  read  and  com- 
mented upon,  and  fliewed  that  no  one  reafon  there  afligned 
for  continuing  the  war  any  longer  exifts.  He  faid  that  Mi- 
nifters,  by  now  following  a  contrary  conduct,  would  produce 
contrary  effects,  and  make  the  people,  with  one  voice,  cry 
aloud  for  peace.  The  profperity  of  the  country  was  more 
apparent  than  real.  The  diffractions  on  the  continent  had 
thrown  almofl  the  whole  trade  of  the  world  into  our  hands, 
but  at  a  peace  it  would  fubfidc  into  its  natural  channels.  'We 
raifed  the  fupplics  with  fceming  eafe,  but  with  great  diflrefs 
to  the  community.  He  put  it  to  the  Members  of  the  Houfe, 
if  the  middling  ranks  were  not  dreadfully  opprclTcd.  Lon- 
don (howed  figns  of  profperity,  but  it  was  iar  othcrwife  in 
the  country.  The  gentry  were  reduced  to  poverty,  and 
thofe  whofc  anceftors  had  lived  in  fplcndonr,  faw  themfclves 
cclipfed  by  contractors  and  commilfaries.  It  was  by  looking 
at  thtfc  circumflances  that  the  profperiiy  of  the  country  was 
to  be  eft  mated,  not  by  looking  at  ihe  amount  of  the  exports 
and  imports.  Who  had  haralTed  the  Minifter?  It  appeared 
by  the  Journals  that  27  millions  of  money,  110,000  feamen, 
and  i(^ 2,000  foldiers,  were  lately  voted  without  oppofitiom 
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Was  it  then  that  the  Minider  was  harafled?  Yet  he  was  now 
aceufed  of  a  wiifa  to  embairafs  the  operations  of  govern- 
ment, becaufe  without  a  treaty  being  produced^  v^ithout  any 
promife  of  fidelity  on  the  part  of  the  Emperor,  he  hefitatcd 
to  vote  for  a  fubfidy  to  that  monarch.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman was  the  only  man  who,  in  thefe  circumftances,  would 
have  made  fuch  a  demand.  Mr.  Tierney  conclud.'^d  by  in- 
veighing againft  the  condu£l  of  Miniftry  in  rejeding  the 
overtures  of  Bonaparte.  There  could  not  be  a  doubt  tha( 
peace  might  have  been  concluded.  The  people  of  France 
have  long  eagerly  defired  it ;  it  is  their  intereft  to  procure  and 
maintain  it,  and  then  they  would  not  have  fuffered  Bonaparte 
to  lliufHe  or  prevaricate.  If  he  was  really  infincere,  MI- 
niders  had  loll  a  fure  opportunity  of  ruining  him,  but  they 
had  aded  as  his  bed  friends,  and  feated  him  firmly  on  the 
throne  of  France.  It  appeared,  from  a  paflage  in  thejn- 
tercepted  letters,  that  Bonaparte  would  not  have  hefitated  to 
relinquifli  £)gypt;  and  he  was  confident  there  would  :havot 
been  no  bar  to  a  fuccefsful  negociation.  Had  peace  been 
unattainable,  he  would,  with  alacrity,  have  voted  for  the 
.prefent  motion  ;  but  as  he  conddered  the  war  as  unneceiTary 
and  impolitic,  he  muft  give  it  his  decided  negative. 

Mr.  tyilberferce  faid,  that  he  deemed  it  an  a6l  of  juAice  to 
himfelf,  to  clear,  himfelf  from  the  mifreprefentation  which 
Gentlemen  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Houfe  always  made  it 
a  point  to  bring  forward  againft  him  and  his  right  hon. 
Friends  with  whom  he  a£lcd.  He  denied  that  we  were  now 
at  war  for  the  purpofe  only  of  reftoring  royalty  in  France. 
The  government  in  France,  he  afTcrted,  was  in  fuch  a  ftate» 
that  no  calculation  could  poOibly  be  made  of  its  (lability, 
i^nd  therefore  it  was  idle  and  ridiculous  to  attempt  to  make  a 
peace  with  it.  He  inveighed  againft  the  jacobin  principles 
of  France;  and  accufed  the  oppofition  of  giving  their  con- 
fent  to  a  general  fiipply,  and  then  endeavouring  to  embarrafs 
government,  by  difputing  particular  articles  of  that  fupply* 
After  commenting  at  confidetable  length  on  thcfe  topics,  the 
hon.  Gentleman' gave  his  hearty  afient  to  the  motion. 

'  Mr.  Shrridan  fpoke  nearly  as  follows : — Sir,  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  has  ju(l  fat  down,  and  who  faid  that  he  rofe 
only  to  fave  himfelf  from  mifreprefentation,  has  declared 
that  he  has  po  c  bjc£tion  to  peace.  Now,  I  ihould  have  e\r 
pc£led  a  warmer  declaration  from  that  honourable  Gentle- 
man, when  LrecoUed  his  condu<^  on  a  former  occafion  \  I 
Tecolle£l  a  time  when  he  carpe  to  rebuke  the  Minider  for 
.    Yoi.  I.  1800.  3  M  his 
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his  violence.  (Mr.  S*  then  read  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Wilu 
bcrforccy  for  an  addrds  to  his  ^ajefty,  prayiug  that  the  g». 
YC^ment  of  France  might  not- be  made  an  obftacle  to  peace, 
when  an  opportunity  ihould  arrive  to  treat.  After  which 
he  thus  contiiiuedj — Now  as  the  honoarable  Gentleman  is 
anxious  to  eicape  from  the  charge  of  inconfiAency,  I  (bould 
exped  that  he  would  flate  the  reafon  for  this  diference  hi 
his  prefent  conduA,     At  the  period  alluded  to  the  French 

fovernment-  was  a  provifional  government ;  a  government 
rom  lis  nature  not  defigned  to  continue;  a  governmeut  of 
furious  Jacobins ;  ye(  the  honourable  Gentleman  implored 
the  Houfe  to  fupplicate  his  Majefty,  that  that  circumftance 
might' noi  be  MftPti  to  (Va^d  in  the  way  of  peace;  but 
BOW,  when  it  is  of  a  leCs  objeAionable  defcription,  he 
attempts  to  juftify  his  right  honourable  Friend  from  the 
charge  of  having  lent  an  arrogant,  violent,  inconftderate, 
and  he  hoped  he  would  not  find,  an  unfortunate  note,  re- 
Infing  to  accept  peace  from  fuch  a  government. 

An  hon*  Genrleroan  who  fpoke  in  the  debate  put  a  very 
Juft  queflion,  namely,  whether  or  not  the  country  wilt  eiw 
dure  to  be  governed  by  words,  and  not  by  fzAs  i  I  admit  that 
it  is  right  that  it  (hould  not  be  (p  governed,  but  unfortu- 
nately I  have  the  authority  of  the  prefent  government  that 
it  is.     The  honourable  Gentleman  fpoke  with  great  elo* 

Zuencc,  I  may  fay  irritation  ;  but  never  did  I  fee  eloquence 
>  mifapplied.  He  has  (bewn  bis  dexterity  in  driving  the 
fubjeA  from  its  proper  bafis ;  he  guides,  urges,  and .  in* 
flames  the  paflions  of  his  hearers  by  dilating  on  Jacobinical 
principles,  but  he  does  not  (hew  how  they  bear  on  the  pre«> 
fent  queftion.  He  has  not  dared  to  ailert^  that  fo  far  as  re« 
fpeds  the  reitoration  of  th^  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  we  have 
fufFered  by  the  defc^ion  of 'Ruflia;  what  that  power  may 
ftill  do  with  regard  to  La  Vendee,  or  reconciling  the  people 
of  Ireland  to  the  Union,  I  do  not  enquire ;  but  with  refpe^t 
to  the  great  objeA,  the  reftoration  of  Monarchy  in  France 
we  ^t  minus  the  Emperor  of  Ruiira  ;  that  power  may  be 
confidered  extin£fc.  Is  it  then  to  be  endured  that  the  Minif* 
ter  (hall  comedown  to  the  Houfe  and  aflc  for  a  fubitdy' under 
fuch  circiniiftances  ?  Is  it  to  be  endured  that  we  (hall  be 
toM^  that  we  are  at  war  for  the  reftoration  of  Monarchy  in 
France ;  that  RuflSa  is  pledged  to  the  accomplifhment  of 
that  purpofe ;  that  RufTia  is  the  rock  on  which  we  ftand ; 
ftiat  the  magnanimous  Kmperor  of  Rullia,,  the  gaHantry  cS 
wbofQ  troops,  and  the  (kUt  of  whofe  generals,  place  thef» 
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abbvc  til  the  troops  and  generals  in  Europei  is  all  weliavft 
toreftnpon?  Is  ft  to  be  endured,  I  fay,  that  this  rock 
fhould  prove  as  brittle  as  fand,  and  that  thofe  who  hetd  ftldl 
language  (hould  come  down  in  a  week  after,  and  fay,  "  gitft 
us  two  iniUions  and  a  half  to  fubfidize  Germany,  and  theA 
We  (hall  have  a  better  army  dian  w6  had  from  Ruffia  ?**— ^ 
After  fuch  un<)ualified  praife  of  Ruffia,  and  after  her  defee^ 
tion,'  is  not  fuch  language  inconfiftent,  abfurd,  and  prepdC- 
terous  i  If  Geritoany  poffeflcd  thefe  wonderful  forced  befortf, 
why  Wete  they  not  called  into  adion  ?  Andifnot,  why  aKb 
We  to  (ubftdrze  ^tt  poffi^comitaius^  the  rabble  of  German]^  4 
And  who  is  the  perfon  that  applies  for  this  Ibbfidy  i  Ate 
to  the  Eledor  of  Bavaria  I  leave  him  out  of  the  •qtieftion  ;  It 
h  the  Emperor  of  Germany.  Is  there  any  thing  in  his  con- 
dud  and  charaifici-  to  induce  us  to  liften  to  hitn  ?  I  think 
not,  and  for  thefe  two  reafons:  firft,  he  applied  once  on^k 
fialfe  pretence ;  and  fecondly,  he  failed  in  perfoming  htis^fti- 
pulated  engagement.  What  was  his  falfe  pretence  ?  ffe 
feid  that  he  could  not  open  the  campaign  without  the  pecu^ 
niary  afliftance  of  this  country  ;  and  yet  he  did  open  it,  and 
difplayed  more  vigour,  energy,  and  rrfources,  'than  ever.-^ 
If  to  this  we  add  experience  and  the  evidence  of  fa6ts,  wher<, 
though  bound  to  this  country,  he  dared  to  break  faith  with 
her  and  make  a  feparate  peace,  does  it  not  furnifli  a  re#- 
fonable  caufe  for  declining  to  grant  a  fubfidy  to  fuch  ft 
powfer  ? 

The  honourable  Gentleman  is  offended  at  our  ctmnedifii; 
the  iituation  of  this  country  and  the  preient  fcarcity,  witfi 
the  queftion  of  war*  I  do  not  know  to  what  extent  thfe 
principle  is  to  be  carried.  I  fee  no  greater  objed^ion'to  ftatte 
the  preflure  in  this  particular  from  the  Continuance  of  tbb 
war,  than  it  would  be  to  advance  the  (ame  with  refpeA  to 
the  increafe  of  the  public  debt,  the  ftate  of  the  finances,  or 
any  other  of  thefe  reafons  fo  often  rqjeated  withoiit  it  hav- 
ing been  ever  objected  that  they  were  of  an  improper  kind. 
There  is  no  more  impropriety  ill  arguing  this  argament, 
than  in  urging  minifters  not  to  prefa  the  people  too  farVbtlt 
to  apportion  the  burthen  to  their  ftrcngth  to  bear  it.  What 
has  my  honourable  Friend  faid  I  We  fee  an  opulent,  com- 
mercial profperity,  but  look  over  the  country  and  do  wo 
not  behoM  barracks  and  broth  houfes,  the  caufe  and  the  cf*^ 
fed,  the  ppverty  and  diftrefs'of  the  country?  for  furely  it 
will  not  1>e  contended,  but  tliat  atnong  the  calamities  of  wat 
itfeto  be  reckoned  families  left  without  fiipport  and  thrown 
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upon  charity  for  fubfiflence.  That  the  war  is  unneceflkrjt 
as  being  ufelefs,  is  felf-evident  and  nobody  can  deny  it.  Buty 
fay  they,  Buottapajte  has  taken  us  at  an  unguarded  moment ; 
Vft  do  not  objed  to  pea^e^  but  -we  have  a  fear  and  jealoufy 

.  of  concluding  one,  unlefs  with  the  Houfe  of  Bourbqn  ;  in  a 
peace  concluded  with  it  we  ihall  have  confidence,  bur  we 
can  have  none  in  the  prefent  Government  of  France.  I 
fay  that  when  that  event  arrived  and  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon 
was  fcated  on  the  throne,  the  Minifter  who  diibanded  a 
iingle  foldier  fhould  be  impeached,  and  that  it  would  be 

'  equally  criminal  to  make  peace  under  a  new  King,  as  under 
a  republican  government,  imlefs  her  heart  and  mind  were 
friendly  to  it;  France,  as  a  republic,  may  be  a  bad  neigh* 
bour;  but  than  mi>narch:cal  Fr^mce  a  more  foul  and  trea- 
cherous neighbour  never  was.  Is  it  then  fuilicient  to  fay, 
let  monarchy  be  reftored  and  peace  be  given  to  Europe  ? 

I  come  now.  Sir,  to  the  objed  of  the  war  as  exprefled  in 
the  note  ;  it  is  therein  dated,  that  the  refloration  of  mo- 
narchy  is  the  ^ne  qua  non  of  prefent    negociation ;    an4 

'  th^n  it  proceeds  to  fay,  that  it  is  poffible  that  we  may  here- 
after treat  with  fome  other  form  of  government  when  it 
ihall.  have  been  tried  by  experience  and  the  c^videncc  of 
fa(3s.'  What  length  of  time  fuch  trial  may  require,  it  i« 
impofljble  to  afcertain  ;  yet  we  have,  I  acknowledge,  fome 
degree  of  experience  here  by  which  we  may  form  a  kind  of 
conjefiure.  At  the  time  of  the  negociation  at  Liile,  the  thea 
republican  government  had  (lood  two  years  and  a  half. 
Previous  to  that  time,  it  had  been  declared  improper  to  enter 
into  negociation  with  it;  but  from  experience  and  the  evi- 
dence of  fa£l$,  Minifters  difcovered  that  it  was  then  become 
good  and  proper  to  treat  with  ;  and  yet  fo  it  hajipened,  that 
immediately  after  this  judgment  in  its  favour,  it  crumbled 
to  pieces.  Here  then  we  have  a  tolerable  rule  to  judge  by, 
and  may  prefume,  on  the  authority  of  this  cafe,  that  fome- 
thing  more  than  two  years  and  a  half  mud  elapfe  before  any 
new  government  will  be  pronounced  to  be  ftable.  The 
note.  Sir,  then  proceeds  to  pay  a  high  compliment  to  the  line 
of  Princes  who  maintained  pence  at  home,  and,  to  round 
the  period  handfomely,  it  (hould  have  added,  tranquillity 
abroad ;  but  indead  of  this,  are  fubdituted  refpedl  and  confi- 
deration,  by  which  we  are  to  -imderdand,  exa£ily  what  is 
meant  by  the  confideration  with  which  the  note  is  fiibfcribed, 
being  equivalent  to  ''  I  am,  Sir,   with  the  highed  refpeft 

^  **  and  fincered  enmity,  yours  j'*  for  this  conGderation  which 
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the  line  uf  Princes,  maintained,  conflfted  in  involving  all  the 
powers  within  their  ;feach  and  influence  in  contention  and 
-war.  The  note  then  goes  on  to  (late  that  this  reftoration  of  - 
monarchy  would  fecure  to  France  ti'r  uninterrupted  poflfefCoii 
of  her  ancient  territory,  by  which,  I  fuppofe,  is  to  be  under- 
ftood,  thai  we  would  renounce  our  Quiberqn  .expeditions.  Ifi 
this  note,  the  gentlemen  Teems  to  have  clubbed  their  talents  ; 
r  one  found  grammar,  another  logic,  tnd  a  third  fome  other 

^  ingredient ;  but  is  it  not  (Irange,  that  they  (hould  all  forget 

that  theHoufe  of  Bourbon,  inftead  of  maintaining  peace  an  j 
tranquility  in  Europe,  was. continually  the  diflurber  of  bothT 
In  the  very  laft  tranfaflion  of  monarchical  France,  I  mean 
her  condud  in  the  American  war,  his  Majedy's  fpcech  be- 
gins thus,  ^'  France,  the  didurber  of  the  tranqMillity  of  Eu- 
rope.*' But  were  a  perfon  to  judge  hereafter,  from  the  hif<- 
tbry  of  the  prcFcnt  times,  of  the  war  we  carried  on^  arid  the 
millions  we  expended  for  the  monarchy  of  France,  he  would 
"^  be  led  to  conchide  that  it  was  our  neareft  and  deareft  friend. 

,    Is  there  any  thing  then  in  the  knowledge  of  human  nature^ 
from  which  we  can  infer,  that  with  the  reftoration  of  mo- 
narchy in  France,  a  total  change  in  the  principles  of  the^ 
^  people  would  take  place  ;  or  that  the  Miniders  of  the  ne«r 
'  King  would  renounce  them  ?     What  fecurity  have  we  that 
a  change  of  principles  will  take  place  in  the  reftored  Mo« 
^       narch,  and  that  he  will  not  a£l  upon  thofe  cherifhed  by  his 
anceftors?     But  if  this  fecurity  be  eifefled  by  maiming 
France,  does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  imagine  that  the 
people  of  .France  would  fubmit  to  it  ?     Does  he  not  know 
that  even  the  emigrants  have  that  partiality  for  the  grandeur 
of  their  country,  that  even  they  cannot  reftrain  their,  joy  alV 
republican  vidories  ?  •  With  regard,  however,  to  the  pradi- 
I       cability  of  the  courfe  to  be  purfued,  the  right  honourable 
Gentleman  fays,  he  is  looking  forward  to  a  lime  when  there 
ihall  be  no  dread  of  jacobin  ^principles.     I  aik,  whether  he 
does  not  think  that  from  the  fraud,  oppreflion,  tyranny,  and 
cruelty,  with  which  the-condu£i  of  France  has  marked  xhem, 
they  are  not  now  nearly  dead,  extind,  and  detefted  ?     But 
who  are  the  jacobins  ?   Is  there  a  man  in  this  country  who  has 
at  any  period  oppofed  Mintfters,  who  has  reftded  the  wade 
of  the  public  money,  and  the  proditution  of  honours,   that 
has  not  been  branded  with  tl^^at  name  ?    The  Whig  Club  are 
jacobins  fa  generaljilencij^  of  that  there  can  be  no  doubt,  for 
a  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Windham)  on  that  account 
ftruck  his  name  oiT  the  lid.    The  friends  of  the  people  are 

jacobins 
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jacblrifis  (a  cry  rfhearf  hear!)  I  am  one  of  the  fHends  of 
the  people,,  and  confcauently  am  a  jacobin.  The  righi  hon' 
Oemleman  pledged  hunfelf  never  to  treat  with  Jacobinical 
France  until  ive  had 

Toto  ccitatam  eft  corporc  rtgcri. 

Now  he  did  treat  with  France  at  Llfle  and  at  Paris,  but 
|)erhaps  tl^ere  were  no  jacobins  in  that  country  at  either  of 
tbefe  periods^  You  then,  the  friends  of  the  people,  are  the 
jacobins.  I  do  think.  Sir,  that  jacobin  principles  never 
tXifted  much  in  this  country  ;  bat  even  admitting  that  they. 
had,  I  fay  that  they  have  been  found  to  be  fo  hofttle  to  true 
liberty,  that  in  proportion  as  we  love  it,  and  whatever  may 
be  urged,  I  muft  ftnl  regard  liberty  as  dn  ineftirnable  bleP- 
fing;  we  mud  hate  and  deteft  thofe  principles.  But  I  do  not 
think  that  they  even  exift  in  France;  they  had  there  died 
the  moR  proper  of  deaths ;  a  c^e'ath  I  am  more  pleafed  to  ob- 
fervc  than  if  it  had  been  effefted  by  foreign  force — ihey 
have  ftung  themfclves  to  death,  and  have  perithed  by  their 
own  poifon.  The  honourable  Gentleman  however;  argu-. 
ing  from  experience  of  human  nature,  tells  us  that  jacobin 
principles  are  fuch,  that  if  the  mind  be  once  aflpeded  with 
them,  no  quarantine,  no  cure,  can  cleanfe  it.  If  that  be 
the  cafe,  and  there  are,  according  to  Mr.  Burke's  ftaiement, 
80,000  incorrigible  jacobins  in  England,  wc  are  in  a  melan- 
choly fituation  indeed.  T^^  ftgl^t  hon.  Gentleman  muft 
continue  the  war,  while  one  of  the  prefcnt  generation  re- 
mains, and  confequently  we  cannot  for  that  period  expeft 
thofe  rights  to  be  reftored  to  us,  to  the  fufpenfion  and  reftric- 
tlon  of  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  attributes  the  fup- 

freflion  of  thofe  principles  ;  a  pretty  confolation  this,  truly ! 
do  contend,  that  they  do  not  now  exift  in  France  to  the 
fame  extent  as  before,  or  nearly ;  and  if  this  be  the  cafe^ 
what  danger  can  be  apprehended  ?  But  if  it  be  true  that  they 
do  exift,  and  that  Buonaparte,  the  child  and  champion  of 
jacobin  principles,  as  he  is  called,  be  refolved  to  uphold 
them,  upon  what  ground  does  the  right  hon.  Gentlemaii 
prefume  to  hope  for  the  reftoration  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  \ 
Thus  far  1  have  argued  on  the  probability  of  the  objeS ;  biit 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  goes  on  and  fays,  that  there  is  no 
wifti  to  reftore  the  monarchy  without  the  confent  of  the 
people.'  If  this  be  the  cafe.  Is  it  not  better  to  leave  the 
people  to  themfelves  ?  for  if  armies  are  to  interfere,  how  can 
lire  afcertain  that  it  is' a  legitimate  government,  eftablifhcS 
whh  the  pure  confent  of  the  people  ?     As  to  Buonaparte, 

whofc 


F«i-  17.3        WOODFALUS  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS.  45J 

nf  hofe  character  has  been  reprcfented  as  marked  with  fraiHl 
aind  inrincerity,  has  he  not  made  treaties  with  the  Eiapero^ 
and  obferved  them  ?  Is  it  not  bis  intereft  to  make  peace  wiih 
us  f  Do  you  not  think  that  he  feels  it  (b?  and  c^n  you  Aipr 
pofe,  that  if  peace  were  made  he  has  not  power  to  caufe  it 
10  be  obferved  by  the  people  of  Framce  i  and  do  you  not 
think,  that  the  people  of  France  are  aware  that  an  infrac-* 
tion  of  that  peace  would  bring  with  it  a  new  order  of  things, 
and  a  renewal  of  thofe  calamities  from  whicE  they  are  fode- 
iirous  to  efcape  i 

But,  Sir,  on  the  chara£ler  of  Buonaparte  I  h^e  bettec 
evidence  than  the  intercepted  letters.  I  appeal  to  Carnot  whe- 
ther the  indrudions  given  with  refped  to  the  conduA  to  be 
obferved  towards  the  Emperor  were  not  moderate^  open,  and 
magnanimous?  (Mr.  S.  read  an  extract  from  Carnot*s  panv^ 
phlet.)  With  regard  to  the  bte  note,  in  aofwer  to  his  pro«> 
pofal  to  ncgociate,  it  is  fooli(h,  inPMiting,  and  undignified. 
It  is  evidence  to  me,  that  the  hon.  Gentlemen  themfelvcsp 
do  not  believe  his  character  to  be  fuch  as  they,  defcribe.  ir, 
for  if  they  did,  they  muft  know  that  fuch  language  would 
irritate  fuch  a  mind :  the  paifions  will  mix  themfeves  with 
reafon  in  the  condu£l  of  men,  aiKi  Minifters  cannot  fay  thai 
they  will  not  be  obliged  yet  to  treat  with  Buonaparte.  I  am 
warranted  in  faying  this,  for  i  do  believe  in  my  he^rt,  thai 
iince  the  defe£lion/^f  Ruflla,  Minifters  have  repented  of  their 
anfwer ;  I  fay  fo,  becaufe  I  do  not  believe  rbem  to  be  fo 
obftinate  ^nd  headftrong  as  to  perfevere  with  as  much  ardour 
for  the  reft  oration  of  monarchy,  as  when  they  were  pledge^ 
with  Ruflia.  , 

,  There  was  not  a  nation  in  Europe  which  Minifters  did  noi 
endeavour  to  draw  into  the  war.  On  what  was  fuch  con* 
dud  founded,  but  on  Jacobinical  principles  ?  By  negociating 
indeed  at  one  time  with  a  Jacobinical  government  in  France^ 
they  plainly  proved  that  they  were  not  fo  hoftile  to  its  prin* 
ciples  as  they  wiflied  now  to  appear.  Pruflia  and  Auftria 
bave.aded  alfo  on  Jacobinical  principles.  The  condud  of 
this  country  to  Ireland  has  been  perfedly  Jacobinical.  How 
then  can  we  define  thefe  principles,  when  thofe  who  would 
mod  difavow  them  fall  by  fume  fatality  into  an  utMvoidable 
acknowlcdgnnent  of  them  ?  The  objeftions  that  have  been 
raifed  to  peace  have  been  entirely  Jacobinical.  If  we  feek 
for  peace,  it  mijft  be  done  in  the  fpirit  of  peace.  We  are 
not  to  make  it  a  queftion,  who  was  the  hril  aggreflbr,  or  en- 
deavour to  tl)row  the  blame  that  attaches  to  ^s  on  our  enemy ; 

fuch 
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fuch  circiKnftanc^s  Ihould  be  conOgned  to  oblivion,  as  tend- 
ing to  Dd  one  ufefiil  purpofe.  France  in  the  beginning  of 
the  reVolutioni  had  conceived  tnany  romantic  notions,  (he 
vas  to  put  an  end  to  war,  and  produce,  by  a  pure  form  of 
government,  a  perfe£lability  of  mind  which  had  never  before 
been  realized.  The  monarchs  of  Europe  feeing  the  pre- 
Talence  of  thefe  new  principles,  treinbled  for  their  thrones. 
France  alfo,  perceiving  the  hoftility  of  kings  to  her  projeds, 
fuppofed  that  Ihe  could  not  be  a  republic  without  the  over- 
throw of  thrones.  Such  has  been  the  regular  progrefs  of 
caufe  and  eSeSt ;  but  who  was  the  firft  aggreilbr ;  with  whom 
the  jealoufy  (iril  arofe,  need  not  now  be  matter  of  difcuflion. 
Both  the  republic  and  the  monarchs  who  oppofed  her,  z&td 
on  the  fame  principles  ;  the  latter  faid  they  muft  exterminate 
jacobins ;  and  the  former  that  they  muft  deftroy  monarchy. 
From  this  fource  have  all  the  calamities  of  Europe  flowed  ; 
and  it  is  n6w  a  wade  of  time  and  argument  to  enquire  fur- 
ther into  the  fubjefl. 

Now,  Sir,  let  us  come  to  matter  of  fa£l ;  has  not  France 
renounced  and  reprobated  thofe  jacobin  principles  which 
created  her  fo  many  enemies  I  Are  not  all  her  violent  in- 
Tedives  againft  regular  governments  come  into  difeOeem  ? 
Has  not  the  Abbe  Sieyes,  who  wrote  in  favour  of  monarchy, 
has  not  Buonaparte  condemned  the  Jacobinical  excefles  of  the 
revolution  in  the  mod  pointed  manner  ? — the  men  who  have 
had  fo  large  a  (hare  in  the  formation  of  the  prefent  govern- 
ment. I  maintain,  however,  that  Buonaparte  himfelf  is  a 
friend  to  peace.  In  his  correfpondence  with  the  Miniders  of 
this  country,  there  is  a  total  renunciation  of  Jacobinical  prin- 
ciples ;  in  the  dread,  therefore,  of  thefe,  I  can  fee  no  argu- 
ment for  the  continuance  of  war.  A  man  who  is  furprifed 
at  the  revolution  of  opinions  in  individuals  or  nations,  evmces 
but  little  experience  ;  fuch  indances  occur  every  day.  Nei- 
ther would  a  wife  man  attach  to  principles  always  the  mod 
ferious  confequences ;  left  to  themielves,  the  abfurd  and  dan- 
gerous would  foon  difappear,  and  wifdoin  edabli(h  herfelf 
more  fecure  on  their  ruins.  I  am  a  friend  to  peace  at  this 
time,,  becaufe  I  tbink  Buonaparte. would  be  as  good  a  friend 
sfid  neighbour  to  this  country  as  ever  were  any  of  the  Bour- 
bons. I  think  alfo  there  can  be  no  period  when  we  can  hope 
for  better  terms^  Should  the  King  of  Pruflia  join  France,  fuch 
an  alliance  would  greatly  change  the  date  of  things ;  and  from 
her  long  and  honourable  neutrality,  in  fpite  of  the  remon- 
dranccs  and  entreaties  of  this  country,  an  event  of  that  kind 
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fs  by  no  means  iihprobable.  It  muft  be  confldered  alfal  that 
the  firft  Coiiful  ot  France  muft  feel  no  little  portion  of  re« 
JEmtment  towards  this  country,  aiifing  from  the  indignity 
with  which  his  overtures  of  negociation  have  been  treated; 
it  is  not  improbable  that,  to  fatisfy  his  revenge,  he  would 
make  large  facrifices  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  that  he  might 
more  fiiccefsfully  contend  with  this  country^— rSuch  are  my 
fears  and  opinions ;  but  I  am  unfortunately  in  the  habit  -  of 
being  numbered  with  the  minority,  and  therefore  thcjr  con* 
fequences  are  much  diminithed.  There  have  Been '  occa«* 
fionsy  however,  on  which  the  fentiments  of  the  minority 
have  been  thofe  of  the  people  at  large ;  one,  for  inftance^ 
when  a  war  was  prevented  with  Ruflia  concerning  Ocza4 
kow.  The  minority  told  the  Minifter  that  the  fentiments 
of  the  country  were  contrary  to  thofe  of  the  majority,  and 
the  fz€t  juftiiied  them  in  the  afTertion ;  the  difpute  was 
abandoned.  In  the  year  1797*  the  opinions  of  the  minority 
on  peace  were  thofe  of  the  people,  and  I  believe  that  the 
fame  coincidence  on  the  fame  fubjed  exifts  at  prefent." . 

Mr.  NichoUs  faid,  he  had  only  ftated  fa£bs,  and  denied  that  he 
ought  to  be  in  the  leaft  retrained  from  ftatingtiie  calamitous 
circumftances  of  the  country  when  fo  large  a  Aim  as  two  mil- 
lions was  about  to  be  fent  out  of  it.  1 
The  Secretary  ai  JVar  ufed  many  ingenious  arguments  to 
(hew  that  the  Gentlemen  of  the  oppofltion  had  always  pur- 
ftjcd  a  line  of  policy  diametrically  oppofite  to  the  fenfe  of  t^o 
Houfe.     They.wifhed  the  French  Republic,  one  and  indi-* 
vifible,  to  exift  ;  they  wiflied  the  coalition  againft  France,  of 
courfe,  to  be  broken ;  and  the  inftrument  which  they  knew 
to  be  moft  effcdlual  for  that  purpofe  was  negociation*    Seeing 
that  that  inftrument  was  made  ufe  of,  and  wifliing  that  the 
military  combination  againft  the  republic  might  have  as  few 
men  as  poilible,  they  on  that  day  oppofed  the  plan  whtcti 
they  knew  to  be  moft  eiFedual  for  procuring  men.     When 
Bonaparte  had  been  driven  to  Vienna,  they  wiflied  all  fup- 
plies  to  be  ftopped,  and  patriotically  defired  that  the  country! 
might  defend  herfelf  without  any  allies.     This  was  like  the 
patriotifm  of  men  who,  while  thecity  was  on  fire  would  run 
and  cut  the  pipes.     They  next  tried  to  raife  fufpicions  as  to 
the  objed  of  the  war,  and  indnuated  that  Minifters  had  dark 
and  terrible  defifi;ns  in  view.    For  his  part  he  thought  it  would 
be  to  the  intereft  of  this  country  that  n^onarchy  ftiould  be  re- 
ftored  in  France ;  he  was  fure  we  then  could  have  peace  on 
eur  own  terms,  and  fo  far  from  dreading  the  ambition  of  the 
Vol.  1. 1800.                 3  N                              Houfe 
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Uoiife  of  Bourbon^  his  only  .fears  would  be  that  the  troih^ 
biaed  powers  would  be  grinding  it  down  to  hard  teri]n»  and 
oqnailing  its  ancient  authority.  As  to  the  difpofition  of 
Bonaparte  towaids  peaoe»  it  was  worth  while  to  confider  fiw 
a  moment  how  far  he  was  entitled  to  praife  on  that  fcore. 
If  his  whole  condud  was  examined,  it  would  apf>ear  that  he^ 
as  well  as  the  other  governors  of  France^  had  always  made 
pcsce.  with  a  view  to  make  war.  When  peace  had  been 
made  with  Spain»  what  was  the  confequence,  but  that  of 
cogaging  Spain  to  join  them  in  the  .war  with  England.  In 
the  ofier  lately  made  for  negociating  with  Turkey,  it  was 
obierved,  that  it  would  be  a  fine  thing  if  Turkey  would  go 
to  war  with  Ruffia.  The  arguments  ufed  to  fhew  that  men 
who  purfued  this  fyftem  were  of  a  peaceable  dKpofition,  put 
him  in  mind  of  the  man  who  turned  his  fliirt  and  cried  out, 
*'  Ohf  the  comforts  of  clean  linen !"  The  perfonal  chataAer 
of  Bonaparte  had  a  great  deal  to  do  in  this'  queftion :  he  was 

.  that  Tcry  charafiker  whom^  had  he  been  a  king,  the  Gentle- 
men of  oppofition  would  have  abufed  as  a  monfter  whole 
trade  was  moirier  and  defolation.  He  defied  the  Gentlemen 
ofpofite  him  to  ftiew  him  any  thing  like  an  attachment  to  the 
fyftem  that  fievailed  there :  but  there  were  many  in  this 
country  who  wifhed  for  the  eftablifiiment  of  that  government^ 

,  while  every  thing  done  by  Minifters  was  imputed  to  their 
love  of  monarchy.  The  next  topic  which  oppofition  had  re* 
cooHe  to  was  the  inability  of  the  country  to  defray  the  charges 
ef  the  war.  This  was  one  of  the  pra£ltces  arifing  from  ja« 
eobinical  (principles;  for  it  was  the  property  of  jacobinifai 
to  avail  itfelf  of  the  difcontents  of  all  mankind,  and  to  con* 
vert  them  to  its  own  purpofes.     That  was  a  weapon  wholly 

'   unlawful  and  criminal. 

Mr.  Tiemeyy  m  explanation  faid,  that  he  had  not  ufed  the 
argument  of  fcarcity  with  the  fmallcft  intention  of  embar- 
railing  government,  or  of  exciting  difcontents  in  the  people. 
Sir  H^dliatn  Pulteney  wiflied  the  public  ihould  know  his 
frafons  for  voting  this  night  in  favour  of  the  fupply.  He 
blamed  Miniflers  for  refufing  negoclation.  No  inan  could 
iay  that  France  wouM  bsve  refufed  to  give  up  Belgium,  if 
fte  had  been  treated  with. — He  did  not  agree  with  the  opi- 
nion of  ffcftoring  monarchy.  He  thought  it  could  never  be 
pofGMe.  No  doubt  there  were  many  royalids  in  France^ 
bat  lie  was  convinced  the  great  mafs  of  the  people  -were  de* 
didedly  on  theoifber  fide  of  the  quefttonr  As  the  Houfe  had^ 
boi^'cver,  been  of  opinion  that  the  war  ought  tp  be  profecuted 

with 
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with  vigour,  he  would  vote  lor  the  fupply  on  that  account^ 
and  that  only. 

Mr.  IV:  Smith  thomght  it  very  ridiculous  that  England 
ihould  be  paying  other  powers  for  fighting  their  own  battlest 
and  doing  their  own  bufinefs. 

A  diviiion  took  place — Ayes  162-^Nbes  19. 

Adjourned*  ^^ 

■  • 

Xift  of  the  Minority  on  the  QueRion  for  ganting  a  Su^fidjr 

to  the  Emperor* 

Adair,  R.    '  MilnecSirW^ 

Biddulph,.R,  Norths  P.i  .      . 

Biid,  W.  W.  PJower^W.    \ 

Bouveiie,  Han.  W.  Rictantroii;  J. 

flro^n,.J.  Seville,  C. 

Copley,  Sir  L.  Sh^'dan,  R.  B»      1 

Hobboufc,  B.  Titrncy^G.  T 

Kemp,  T.  Tnfton,  Hou.  }•  .'J 

Knight,  R.  WeAehiyC.C.  • 

Martin,  J.  Teller.— «imth,W,  - 


-  >* 


HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 

TUBSDAY,    FEB.    18. 

The  bills  on  the  table  were  read  a  ftage  each. 
The  Committee  appointed  to  fit  o)h  an  enquiry  into  the 
caufe  of  the  fcarcity  ot  corn,  and  the  bed  mein^  of  providing 
againft  the  inconveniences  it  may  ocdafion)  did  not  meet  thp 
preceding  day.     /  ■    ;; 

Adjourned  till  this  next  day.  .1 

■         I         ■*  i 

HOU^E  OF  COMMONS. 

TUtSOAY,    FEB.    18. 

.  ,  * 

Mr.  R^Jt  moved,  that' the  Sptalcer  be  defired  to  ilTue.a  writ 
for  a  member  to  ferve  for  the  city  of  Canterbury^  in  placiB 
of  Oe«rge  Gibbs,  Efq.  deceafed.— Ordered. 

'  Mr.  Ahhvt  moved,  that  there  be  laid  befofe  the  Houfe  ah 
account  of  the  amount  of  the  public  funded  debt  due  on  the 
ift  of  February^  1800 ;  artd  an  account  of  the  pxogrefs  made 
ID  tberedufltoa  of  that  debt,  by  the  Commiffioners  af^intad 
fef  itiat  parpofe,  fV-omthe  year  1786.'— Orderad. 

Mf .  Tirrnf^; wiflied  to  be  informed  whether  the  Chancellor 
of' the  Bxeiiequcr  inciudod  the  Ruffian  fubfidies  in  jilie 
ft>59OyO00|.  lift  intended  fluuid  be  ieot  to  thr  ConkinantJ 

3Na  Tha 
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t '  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  replied*  that  thefe  affkirs 
had  not  been  finally  arranged,  but  that  as  foon  as  they  were* 
Ste  would  be  happy  to  give  the  hon.  Gentleman  every  infor- 
inatton  in  his  power. 

Mr.  Tiemej  rofe  to  give  notice,  that  he  conddered  it  his 
duty,  from  what  had  lately  happened^  tc^take  the  fenfeof  the 
Houfe  upon  the  propriety  of  continuing  the  war  to  reftore 
royalty  in  France.  It  was  proper  that,  the  Houfe  (hould 
coni'e  to  fome  didrhA  refolution  upon  that  fnbjed,  and  he 
meant  to  make  a  motion  with  regard  to  it  on  Friday  fe'nnight. 

PlifiLlC    RECORDS. 

Mr.  Abbot  faid;  that  in  confequence  of  the. notice  which 
had  been  given  fcfr  him  by  his  right  hon.  Friend,  the  Mailer 
of  the  Rolls,  he  wifhed  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to 
the  (late  of  the  public  records  of  the  kingdom.  And*  that 
whoever  hadrefleSed  upon  the  importance  of  preferving  the 
public  records  ahd  archives  in  any  country  .which  enjoyed 
the  bleflings  of  a;  fettled  conftitution  and  government,  and 
looked  to  the  CQndjtiofi  of  our  public  records  in  this  country, 
with  a  view  to  tlveif  practical  utility  in  matters  of  legiflatioh, 
(late,  or  judicature,  would  certainly  find  them  in  fome  of  the 
principal  rcpo/hofies,  preferved.  with  fqfBcient  order  and  re- 
gularity, and  in  fotpe.fcw,  with  a  method  and  care  which  are 
exemplary  ;.'bi£L>that:ir>.  numberlefs  inftaoGes,  and  in  many 
of: ^, mod  iippqrt^aat.diepariments,  they  were  wholly  linar- 
ranged,  undefcrit^d,  and  unafccruined ;  fome  of  them  ex- 

-4H)fipd  to  ^rafure,  ^(ejtation,  and  embezzlement,  by  interefied 
parties,  and  others  lodged  in  places  where  they  are  daily 
rotting  by  damp,  or  incurring  the  continual  fiik  of  dedrudioh 
by  fire. 

That  this  (late  of  things  had  come  to  pafs,  was  not  owing 
to  any  intentional  difregard  of  this  fubjedl,  on  the  part  of 
the  Crown,  or  Parliament,  but. to  a  variety  of  events,  all  of 
which  had  contributed,  in  different  ways,  to  produce  this  re- 
fulu 

The  public  attention  had  always  been  direded  to  this  ob- 
jeS,'  from  eftrly  times.  And  in  fome  of  the  very  firft  peti- 
tions 4ipoh  the  rblls  of  Pari ianient«  [the  public  records  of  the 
kingdom  are  enfiphatically  ftiled  the  people's  evidences,  and 
it  is  ordained  that  they  (hall  be  made  acceflible  to  all  the 
king's  (tibje£ts«     At  fome  periods,  the  fovereign  alone,  at 

"others,  the  Houfe  of  Parliament  feparately ;  and  at  others, 

ttte  King  and  Parliament  conjointly  had  tnterpofcd,  to  make 
fpecial  piovifions  aad  regulations  for  their  due  prefbrvatidn 

^    '  and 
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tinfi  arfangement.  .  But  itrifortunately)  almeft  all  the  provi* 
fions  eftabliflied  by  the  vigilance  of  focoefl^^  reigpsy  vrere 
broken  down  by  the  civil  wars  of  the-  laft  Qenturv,  and  .no 
eiFedual  meafnres  were  adopted  to  retrieve  the  iriiichiefs  pro^ 
duced  by  thofe  times  of  confufipn,  until  the  rejga  of  Queen 
Anne.  At  that  periui  Lord  Hallifa^i  in  conjundjon  with 
.the  then  Speaker  Mr.  .Harley,  (afterwacds  Lord. Oxfojfd)^ 
proje£led,  and  carried  into  efFed,  the  de(ign  of  colledling  that 
magnificent  compilation  of  (late  papers  and, records,,  which 
the  public  now  poiTefs  under  the  name  of  Rynper's  Faedem* 
3ut  as  that  great  national  work  phiefly  related  to  the  foreign 
tranfa^ions  of  this  country.  Lord  Hallifax  ^fteryvards,  witJi 
xhp  zealous  co-operation  of  Lqrd  Somers»  propofed  tQ:th€ 
Houfe  ;of  Lords  to  inveftigatc  the  ftat^  of  our  dompftic  jc- 
cordsy  as  conneded  with  our  intern^^l  laws  and  government;^ 
That 'inquiry  was  profecutcd  without  intermifiion,  and  >vith 
many  Talutary  confcqucnce^,  through  the  reigns  of.  Queon 
Anne  and  George  the  Fir(l)  down  to  the  comnaencement/of 
thereigh  of  his  late  Majclty  ;  at  which  time  this  Houfc  was 
inducedj  after  the  fice  which^happencd  to  the  Cottonian  I;ibr 
rary,  to  fet  on  foot  another  enquiry  by  its  own  authority,  (IjU 
more  extsntvve  and  effe&ual ;  and  the  ye^y  valuable  report 
iDade  at  the  conclufion  of  that  proceeding,*  together  with  ah 
es^riiefl  and  unanimous  addrefs  of  the  Jioufe  ot  Commons,  in 
fupport  of  the  me^fgres  which  it  recominended,  was  laid  at 
the  foot  of  the  throne*  \  . 

Since  that  tranfadiion  a  period  had  now  elapfcd  of  nearly 
feventy  years,  during  which,  fome  of  the  meafures  recoiQr 
mended  by  that  report  had  been  adopted  very  effedtually  ;  al- 
though others  of  them  had  not  been  fully  executed.  And 
not  oiily  the  very  lapfe  of  time  had  progrefltvely  fuperadded 
a  large  accumulation  of  materials  irv  everjr  department  to 
lyhichthat  inveftigation  extended,  but  many  othpr  rcpofitories 

.of  great  national  importance,  fuch  as  the  Courts  Maritinne 
and  Ecclefladical,  had  not  fallen  within  the  fcope  of  the  fuc- 
mr.r  enquiries,  nor  had  they  extended  to  Scotland.     And  be- 

.fides  that,  the  Cathedral  and  Univer fit y  Libraries  were  n^t 
then  explored,  the  public  had  fince  acquired  other  colledlions 

..equal  in  value  to  any  of  thofe  already  enumerated,  fuch  as 
the  Royal,  the  Harleian,.and  the  Sloanian,  which  now  con* 

.  Aitute  the  BritiOi  Mufeum.     Thus  the  difficulties  of  intro- 

.ducing  method  and  arrangement  had  multiplied  with  the  19- 
creafe  of  materials,  in- ackliiion  to  which,  anew  fource  pf  ' 
cmbarrallment  had  been  created  by  the  change  which  took 

f       ;  place. 
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place,  during  the  rame  interval  of  fime,  in  the  language  and 
written  ehara6ler  of  judicial  proceedings ;  a  change,  Which^ 
withotK  4|ueil:ioning  its  Utiiity  in  other  rerpedts*!  nad  altered 
the  mode  pf  education  of  thofe  perions,  whofe  profeflioHal 
habits  fliould  have  made  them  mod  converfant  with  thefe 
matters ;  (b  that  few,  very  few  perfons  poHeffingy  even  by 
tradition,  the  technical  knowledge  belonging  to  thefe  fub- 
je£ls,  are  now  to  be  met  with. 

It  was  obvious  that  the  pra£Ucal  evils  reftilting  from  the 
train  of  circtrniftances  mull  be  very  copfiderable.     And 
fome  of  them  were  fo  ftriking  and  lingular,  and  of  fuch  op-^ 
pofite  forts,  that  the  ftatement  of  them  would  prove  the  ur- 
gency of  feme  parliamentary  interpofition.     Within  the 
wdth  of  the  Houle  of  Commons  itfelf,  there  were  loads  of 
feoonfe,  noticed  in  the  reports  of  Parliament  nearly  a  century 
ago,  and  of  which  no  man  knew  the  contents,  though  they 
were  fuppofed  to  belong  to  the  Courts  of  Common  Law  ; 
hut  neverthelefs  they  ftill  remain  in  their  prefent  (ituation^ , 
for  want  of  fome  proper  authority  to  remove  them,  or  to  re- 
ceive them  eifewhere;     In  the  Courts  of  Common  Law 
themfelves,  thofe  rolls  which  ^are  called  the  Dbcquets  of  ^ 
Judgtnems,  and  materially  concern  the  titles  to  landed  pro-  "* 
perty,  fo  fer'as  they  belong  to  the  Court  of  King's  Bench, 
are  expofed  to  the  daily  rifk  of  being  burnt ;  and  thofe  of  the 
CtftnnKMi  Pleas,  befides  fufpering  an  equal  rifk  of  fire,  *iare 
adually  periQiing  by  damp.     In  the  Exchequer  of  Equity, 
fuch  is  the  defefi  oi  eftabliffiment,  that  'any  of  the  antient 
-decrees  relating  to  tithes,  boundaries,  cuftoms,  and  other 
rights,  of  the  mod  valuable  nature,  may  be  falfified,  or  re- 
nioved  by  any  perfon  whatever,  almoft  without  check  or  re- 
ftraint ;   and  there  were,  were  perfons  at  this  time  withm 
hearing,  who  knew  that  fuch  abufes  had  been  pradifed.    In 
the  office  of  the  Lord  Treafurcr*s  Remembrancer  the  evil 
was  of  a  diiFerent  fort ;  and  there,  for  want  of  accommoda- 
-tipn,  the  records  were  utterly  inacceflible,  fo  that  quefttohs 
of  public  moment  were  now  fufpended  for  the  watit  of  docu- 
ments, known  to  be  lodged  here,  but  which  could  not  be 
produced,  or  feleded  from  the  general  mafs  of  confufion. 
In  ih,e  Pipe-Oflfice,  another  branch  of  the  Exchequer,  whtre 
by  law  every  public  accountant  ought  to  have  his  quietus 
recorded,  it  had  beeil  reprefented  three  years  ago  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  this  Houfe  (the  Finance  Contmittce),  that  no  per- 
fon', however  deeply  interefted  in  the  aflairs  tff  any  public 
accountant,  either  as  principal  or  furety/  could  obtain  a  cer- 
tificate 
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tificate  of  the  fiate  of  his  final  balance  6r  ^fcharge.  An  cvtL 
of  a  ftill  diftcfent  foft  occurred  in  the  inftance  of  fpccial 
cotnimiiions  for  the  trriab  of  treafons ;  and  however  ftrangci 
it  might  appear  it  v^aa  ftri&ij  true^  that  the  proceedings  under 
the  commiffion  executed  in  the  north  after  the  rebellion  in 
-^17451  apd  thofe  in  London  in  1794,  and  at  Maidftone  in 
17989  lemained  now  in  the  unathorixed  cuftody  of  private 
perlbnSy  without  any  blame  whatever  being  imputable  ta 
th^m,  but  for  want  of  proper  procefs  to  remove  them  to  their 
proper  place  of  depofit.  And  that  as  to  the  affairs  of  Scot- 
land or  Ireland,  (o  broken  and  disjoined  were  all  the  docu- 
ments relating  to  thofe  countries,  that  there  was  no  place  in 
which  any  man  might  not  fearch  for  them  with  fbme  expec* 
tation  of  fuccefs,  and  no  place  where  he  could  hp  certain  that 
bis  fearch  would  be  fuccebfuL 

* 

He  next  dated,  that  although  this  was  the  real  condition  of 
the  public  records,  he  was  by  no  means  confident  that  fome 
perions  might  not  be  of  opinion,  that  no  great  harm  would 
enfue  if  all  thefe  parchments  and  papers  were  left  to  perifli 
in  their  dud,  or  were  fairly  difpofed  of  by  one  general  con- 
flagration ;  and  he  was  difpofed  to  apprehend  this  the  morcy 
becaufe  it  was  well  known  that  the  levellers  in  the  laft  cen- 
tury had  actually  propofed  that  expedient ;  and  there  might 
be  fome  men  now,  who  not  unwifely  fot  the  fame  ends, 
might  hold  the  fame  opinions.     Bat  thii  was  perfectly  clear, 
that  there  could  be  no  rational  medium  whatever,  between 
adopting  that  fummary  expedient,  or  taking  the  tnoR,  efTec- 
tual  means  for  their  arrangement  and  prcfervation.     Many 
ilrong  reafons  of  perfonal  intereft  and  public  policy,  muft 
prove  this  tp  every  man,  who  had  either  landed  property  til 
defend,  or  who  felt  a  value  for  the  conftitution  under  which 
he  lived.     And  whatever  might  be  the  indifference   with 
which  thofe  things  were  regarded  in  the  abftract,  he  would 
afk  any  land-owner  either  in  the  Houfe  or  out  of  it,  whether, 
if  his  title  came  to  be  litigated,  he  would  not  refort  to  tho(a 
repoTitories  with  the  greateft  anxiety,  and  think  htmfelf  a>oft 
fecure  if  he  found  it  was  warranted  by  fome  royal  grant, 
fome  ancient  perambulation,  or  public  furvey  ?  That  corpo- 
rate franchifes,  and  many  of  the  moil  valuable  rights  of  the 
church  had  no  other  folid  foundation,  and  that  in  Parliament 
itfelf,  bcfides  the  periodical  (difcuflions  which  ariCe  before 
Committees  upon  election  rights,  which  are  often  deeply  in»- 
volved  in  thefe  refearches,  whenever  the  two  Houfes  unhap« 
pily  differ  ;  it  is  by  the  recorded  tranfactions  of  their  ancef* 

tors 
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tors  that  their  conferences  nuift  be  guided  ;  for  they  harcr  ntf 
other  umpire  to  which  they  can  refort :  and  even  Parlia^ 
xnent,  in  its  entire  capacity,  has  at  no  very  diftant  period,  and 
upon  occaiions  of  the  mod  foiemn  concern,  looked  to  thofe 
repofitories  for  the  moft  ceruin  ftandard  of  its  proceedings, 
in  times, and  upon  queflions  the  mbft  arduous.  He  trtxft^, 
therefore,  that  it  was  pot  too  much  to  alFert,  in  the  language 
of  Lord  Hallifax*s  report,  **  that  it  will  be  a  public  damage, 
and  diflionour  to  the  kingdom,  to  fuffer  fuch  monumems  of 
antiquity  to  periih." 

He  then  proceeded  to  (late  the  leading  points,  to  which  he 
propofed  that  the  prefent  enquiry  Ihouid  be  directed.    In  the 
firft  place  he  propofed  to  call  upon  the  proper  officers  of 
every  principal  repofitory  in  England,  who  was  entrufted  with 
any  records  or  inftrumcnts  in  which  the  public  has  a  concern, 
requiring  him  to  (late  the  forts  of  inftruments  in  his  pollef- 
iion,  and  the  periods  of  time  to  which  they  relate ;  extending 
this  enquiry  alfo  to  Scotland,  where  matters  of  this  nature 
had  been  in  all  times  regulated  with  the  mod  exemplary  care ; 
and  meaning  that  the  contents  of  all  thefc  returns  ibould  be 
afterwards  methodized  and  digefted  by  competent  and  expe- 
rienced perfons,  to  be  authorized  and  employed  for  the  exprefs 
purpofe  of  furnifliii^g  the  Houfe  with  the  mod  correct  infor* 
mation  in  the  mod  convenient  form.     In  the  next  place  he 
ihouid  propofe  to  afcertain  the  date  of  the  buildings  in  which 
the  public  records  are  lodged,  as  to  their  fecurity  and  accom* 
modation ;  with  a  view  to  have  thofe  public  buildings  re- 
paired which  may  require  it ;  and  in  fome  indances  polfibly 
to  render  other  buildings  public  property,  which  are  at  prefent 
inconveniently  holden  by  private  tenure  ;   but  in  no  cafe  to 
didurb  any  poflTeflion,  or  change  the  cudody  of  any  records, 
except,  perhaps,  in  fome  very  few  indances  of  mod  evident 
right,  and  upon  the  mod  cogent  reafons  of  unquedionable 
utility.     And  in  the  lad  place,  for  the  purpofe  of  rendering 
the  accefs  to  thefe  repofitories  mod  complete,  to  call  for  an 
explanation  of  the  date  of  their  catalogues  and  calendars,  and 
alfo  of  their  edablidiments  and  r^ulations  for  conducting 
fearches,  with  a  view  on  this  head  to  provide  more  effectually 
for  the  fecurity  of  the  records  themfelves^  at  the  fame  time 
that  the  ufe  of  them  might  be  rendered  more  convenient  to 
his  Majedy's  fubjects. 

•  From  this  courfe  of  proceeding,  beyond  the  execution  of 
thefe  particular  details,  there  were  alfo  other  coufequences 
likely  to  follow^  and  which  ought  not  to  be  wholly  uuuoticed^ 

The 
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The  veiy^  event  of  a  parliamentary  vifitation.  would  imjpiefs 
tke  officers  of  each  department  with  a  ftronger  fenfe  of  thejur  .^ 
dii^9  knowing  that  their  condud,  if  meritorious^  would  not 
be  unobferved,  and  that  any  culpable. negligence  might  not 
cfcape  animadverfion ;   and  thi$  falutary  impreflion  would 
not  endure  long  after  the  event  of  this  particular  enquiry, 
becaufe  the  period  when  a  fimilar  vifitation  might  be  ex- 
peAed  to  occur  muft  always  be  indefinite.     Another  confe- 
quence  which.tntgbt  probably  follow  would  be  the  difcovery 
o£  many  valuable  monuments  of  the  policy  of  our  ancedors^. 
which  it  might  not  be  unprofitable  to  keep  in  view  hereafter  ;• 
and  if  the  furvey  of  this  country  cootaihed  in  the  books  of 
Domefday,  has  been  always  truly  accounted  a  work  of  great i 
public  importance,  it  would  be  gratifying  to  the  Houfe  to. 
Know  that  other  furveys  may  be  found,  which  were  executed. 
in  the  reigns  of  Edward  I,  H,  and  III,  (for  fome  of  then) 
the  hon.  Member  had  ifeen),  which  would  be  of  infinitely 
^eater  value  than  Domefday  itfelf,  if  they  (hou|d  be  found 
complete,  inafmuch  as  .they  come  two  or  three  .jcenturies 
nearer  to  our  own  times,  and  contain  more  curious  and  com-, 
prehenfive  views  of  the  civil  and  ccclefiailical  ftate  of  this, 
country,  at  the  periods  to  which  they  relate.     But  there  was 
ftill  one  obje£l  beyond  all  thefe,  upon  which  he  could  noti 
but  entertain  a  fanguine  hope  ;  that  every  new  light  thrown, 
upon  this  fubje£l  would  convince  Parliament  at  lad  of  the 
neceifity  and  facility  of  eftabliihing  a  general  regifiration  of 
all  inftruments  aiFeding  landed  property.     In  Scotland  this, 
fyftem  has  already  prevailed  for  ages,  with  the  bappied  cpn*r 
fequences  to  thofe  who  belong  to  that  part  of  the  united 
kingdom ;  in  Ireland  the  fame  fyfiem  has  obtained  for  near, 
acentury,  with  the  fame  beneficial  confequences ;  and  in  the 
two  moft  populous  diftri^  of  England,  namelv  Middlefex 
and  Yorklhire,  where  the  fame  plan  has  been  eftablifhed  for 
the  fame  length  of  time,  though  upon  a  narrower  fcale,   it 
has  been  found  to  add  a  diftind  and  fpecific  value  to  the  pro- 
perty which  it  fecures ;  many  recent  events  have  contributed 
to  diflipate  the  prejudices  which  once  hung  upon  this  quef* 
tion,  and  it  now  remains  only  by  tranfcribing  oiie  (bort  and 
Approved  law  to  extend  the  fame  benefits  throughout  the  reft 
of  England.     This  confidered  merely  as  an  improvement  of 
our  juridical  fyftemy  would  be  one  of  the  greateft  whict^ 
eould  be  devifed.     But  as  a  meafure  of  ftate  policy,  it  was 
demonftrably  clear,  that  whatever  eftablifhes  fecurity  and 
*good  faith  between  man  and  man  in  tranfa£tions  refpeding 
y.ot.  1.  i8oo.  3  O  landed 


landed  property,,  tends  to  facilitate  the  Kciprocal  exchai^ 
and  convcrfioit  of  the  landed  and  manied  capital,  and-  the 
giving  to  capital  anr  increafed  adivtty^  will  neceflariljr  in-- 
creafe  its  total  amount.  Nor  was  it  altogether  to  be  difre* 
^rded,  as  ofiering  a  new  and  reafonable  fource  of  revenue ;. 
for  no  roan  would  have  to  pay  for  recording  his  title,  wiijiout 
receiving  ar  the  fame  time  a  fpecific  and  correfponding  be^ 
nefit,  by  the  additional  fecurity  given  to  his  pofleiTion  ;  and 
the  prcxluce  of  fuch  ^  revenue  would<be  continually  rifing 
with  the  multiplied  population,  and  encreaiing  pmiperity  of^. 
the  country. 

He  concluded  with  ftating,  that  although  he  had  dwelt 
upon  thefe  loiter  topics,  becaufe  they  made  part  of  his  ge- 
neral view  of  the  fubjeft,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  propofe 
amy  examination  of  what  might  be  politic  for  the  Houie  to* 
adopt,  in  icfped  of  any  new  inftitution,  or  any  extenfion  of 
fbrmer  fyftems,  buoohly  toafcertain  the  ftate  of  thofe  already 
tfftablifliedi     He  therefore  moved  ' 

<<  For  a  Committee  to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  public 
records  of  this  kingdom,  and  of  (uch  other  public  iaftru* 
ilMents,  rolls,  boohs,  and  papers^  as  they  fliall  think  proper ;. 
:lnd  to  report  to  the  Houte  the  nature  and  condition  thereof, 
tt)gether  with  whar  they  fhall  judge  fit  to  be  done  for  the 
ketter  arrangement,  prefervation,  and  more  convenient  ufe 
of  the  fame." 

The  Mafkrtf  tht  RoUs  faid  that  the  public  was  highly  in^ 
dkbted  to  the  honr  Gentleman  who  had  made  theprefent  mo^ 
tion.  After  the  able  and  eloquent  fpeech  with  which  it  had 
l^n  introduced,  nothing  was  left  for  him  to  do  but  to  fecoed 
it,  which  he  moA  heartily  did. 

The  motioii  was  then  put  and  carried  mm.  tm.  A  Se« 
kd  Committeee  was  accordingly  appoifUcd,  confifting  of 

The  M»fter  of  the  Rolls,  $tr  William  Scott, 

The  Attorney- GcDend,  Mr.  Douglas, 

TheSolicitor- General,  Mr.  Percival, 

The  X.ord  Advocate  of  Scotland,        Mr.  Charles  Yorke, 

» 

i.ord  H«wlbefl>uryc  Mr.  Charles  Ryder,  &c.  See, 

And  it  was  further  ordered — That  all  perfons  authorised 
(y  the  faid  Committee  may  freely  fearch  and  have  view  in  all 
offices  and  places  where  any  of  his  Majefty *s  records  ave  kept^ 
and  have  lueh  copies  as  they  ihall  require,  figned  by  the 
proper  officer,  &c.  &c. 

A  meflage  from  the  Lords  announced  that  the  Newfound- 
land 
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laiid  Judicature  Bill,  the  Navy  Sedudioh  Bill,  and  the  MU 
litta  Volunteer  .Bill,  had  been  agreed  to  by  their  Lordfhips. 
'Mr.  Bragge  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 

'Supply,  which-^s  read  and  agreed  to* 
.  The  bill  for  preventing  and  punifliing  mutiny  in  the  royal 
navv  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  coounitted 

^the  next  day. 

CORN. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  Houfe  to  take  into 
farther  confideration  the  report  of  the  Com  Committee. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Commirtee,  Alderman 
Sir  John  William  Ander(bn  in  the  Chair. 

Lord  Hawhfjbury  rofe  and  faid,  that  in  confequence  of  the 
report  of  the  Seted  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  con- 
fideration the  deficiency  of  the  crops  of  laft  year,  it  was  bis 
intention  to  fubmit  a  certain  propofition  to  the  Committee 
which  it  would  be  fecn  was  founded  on  that  report.  But  be- 
fore doing  fo,  it  was  his  wi(h  to  fugged  fome  obfervations  on 
the  prefent  (late  of  the  country  ;  and  what  in  a  more  detailed 
mamter  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  Houfe  and  the  country 
todo  in  fuch  a  crifis  of  difficulty.  It  might  not  be  improper 
here  to  mention  in  a  curfory  way,  what  was  on  another  oc- 
cafion  done  when  the  attention  of  Parliament  was  alfo  galled 
to  the  fubjed  of  an  apprehended  fcarcity.  In  the  early  part 
of  this  reign,  a  queftion  was  brought  forward  in  which  very 
great  confiderations  of  national  policy  were  deeply  involved. 
At  that  time  an  opinion  had  been  countenanced  that  legifla- 
ttve  interference  might  be  iifeful  in  removing  the  difficulty, 
and  accordingly  the  i7*h  of  the  king  was  pafled,  commonly 
called  Pownat's  Bill,  for  regulating  the  bulinefs  of  the  Mil- 
lers, Bakers,  &c.  But  in  1773  ^^^^^  meafures  were  adopted, 
and  it  was  declared  not  adviieable  to  inte^rpofe  the  authority 
of  the  legiflature.  This  precedent  might  npt  be  thought  to 
go  far  enough.  Thofe  who  believed  thai  the  inconvenience 
was- 10  be  removed  by  particular  laws,  would^ftill  perhaps  re- 
tain their  particular  opinions;  but  he  was  one  who  thought 
no  legiflative  interference  could  produce  much  good.  The 
cafe  was  indeed  one  on  which  example  would  do  more  to 
correA  the  evil  than  any  law.  Still,  it  vjias  certain  that  fome 
good  might  be  done  by  the  legiflature,  and  uniting  wiih  the 
influence  of  example  the  force  of  polhive  enadment,  we 
might  happily  be  luccefsful  in  our  endeavours  to  remove  the 
inconvenience.  He  was  defirous,  however,  of  taking  fome 
notice  of  an  argoAient  which  had  been  Hled.on  a  recent  oc- 

3  O  4  cafion, 
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cafiotiy  and  which  it  would  be  well  to  refute  before  entering 
on  the  principal  queftion  that  evening.     It  was  an  argument 
of  the  mort  mifchievous  tendency,  and  could  only  have  been 
ufed  by  a  man  wholly  ignorant  of  the  fubjed.     He  meant 
that  aifertion  of  an  hon.  Gentleman,  that  the  fcarcity  of  corn 
is  an  etkSt  of  the  (late  of  the  war.    Did  Gentlemen  mean  to 
f^y,  that  the  (late  of  the  war  prevented  importation.     This 
was  not  true :  for  during  the  laft  feven  years  of  war,  the 
importation  had  been  as  great  as. ever;  nay,  in  1796,  the 
quantity  imported  was  the  greatcft  ever  known.     Was  k 
meant  to  fay  that  any  importation  was  prevented  laft  year  by 
the  war  ?  The  fa£l,  however,  would  appear  to  be,  that  thefe 
was  imported  into  England  and  Scotland  as  large  *a  quantity 
as  ever  was  known  in  an  equal  period.     From  the  26th  of 
September,  1799,  to  the  8th  of  February,- 1800,  there  weic 
imported  206,291  quarters  of  wheat,  which,  added  to  the 
flour  imported,  made  the  quantity  procured  by  importation  in 
that  period  amount  to  upwards  of  250,000  quarters.    Hence 
it  muft  be  msinifeft,  that  the  war  had  not  operated  in  any 
way  whatever  on  the  importation  of  wheat.     But  Gentlemen 
might  anfwer,  that  if  it  did  not  affed  importation  diredly, 
it  had  obftniSed  it  indiredly.     Here  they  would  find  them- 
felves  as  little  fupported  by  the  fads  of  the  cafe,  as  in  any  of 
the  inftances  he  had  already  alluded  to.     In  fad,  the  coun- 
tries at  war  fupplied  at  any  period  but  a  fmall  quantity  of 
•  corn  to  this  country,  while  the  neutral  ftates,  thofe  along  the 
ihores  of  the  Baltic,  and  Amecica,  always  furniflied  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  our  importation.     We  never  did  import  much 
from  France:   and  even  in  the  time  of  the  monarchy,  that 
nation  did  not  grow  much  more  than  was  neceifary  for  her 
own  feeding     Under  thefe  circumftances  then,  what  fairnefs 
was  there  in  afcribing  it  to  the  war  that  a  temporary  fcarcity 
was  experrcn(^d  r  The  (barcity  was  owing  entirely  to  the 
caufes  he  had  dated  ;  and  1/  owing  to  the  (late  of  the  feafon^ 
the  inclemency  of  the  weather  or  the  adual  deficiency  in  our 
own  crops,  that  fcarcity  could  not  be  in  one  day  obviated^ 
furcly  Gentlemen  would  not  think  they  bed  performed  their 
duty  to  their  coimtry  by  exciting  or  encouraging  extravagant 
and  unfounded  al:n-m.     The  next  obfervation  he  would  no- 
tic^  was,  that  of  one  of  the  fame  hon.  Members  to  whom  he 
had  fo  often  alluded,  namely,  that  corn  in  France  is  cheaper 
than  in  this  country.     It  was  only  necefTary  to  perufe  the 
report  on  the  table  to  difcover,  that  though  the  fad  was  fo, 
ihe  caufes  v^ere  hii^4tttlc  underftood  by'tlK  hon.  Gentlemen 
^  '  oppofiif 
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oppofite  him.     A  very  refpecuble  corn  merchant  (Claude 
Scott)  faid  that  he  believed  the  low  price  of  corn  in  France 
was  owing  to  the  poverty  of  the  people,  and  the  difficulty  of 
exportation.    Now  he  alfo  wai  of  the  fame  opinion.     How«i- 
ever,  he  was  far  from  thinking  th%t  it  might  not-  be  even 
practicable  "to  pro<;ure  a  fupply  even  from  that  country* 
llere  the  noble  Lord  had  urged  the  neceffity  of  individual  eK« 
ertionsi  and  the  examples  of  families,  of  the  forbearing  eco* 
nomizing  regulations  of  all,  and  warned  the  Houfe  againft 
mifreprefentation.    The  fcarcity  was  manifeft,  it  was  con- 
fefled,  but  if  proper  precautions  were  fpeedily  adopted,  if 
due  vigilance  were  confiantly  exercifed,  the  fcarcity,  much  as 
it  was  to  be  lamented,  was  not  fuch  as  not  to  yield  to  proper . 
meafures,  it  was  not  fuch  as  might  not  be  fo  effectually  pro* 
vided  for  as  to  enable  the  country  to  hold  out  till  the  next 
harveft.     In  forming  a  fatisfactory  opinion  on  fuch  a  fubject, 
much  would  however  depend  on  the  pains  Gentlemen  might 
be  willing  to  take  to  collect  the  neceflary  facts.     He  would 
not  fay  that  the  report  of  the  comtnittee  was  full  on  every 
point,  but  it  did  contain  ufeful  information.     In  dating  the 
refult  to  the  Houfe,  he  thought  it  right,  however,  not  to 
pledge  himfelf  for  the  truth  of  that  information.     What 
was  dated  as  to  the  confumption  of  bread,  was  very  dubious 
and  very  vague.     In  general,  the  refult  of  the  evidence  in 
this  place  would  be  found  to  be,  that  the  number  of  perfons 
who  ufe  wheaten  bread  depends  partly  on  the  date  qf  the 
harved ;'  and  it  appeared  that  there  is  one-third  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  this  country  who* do  not  live  on  wheaten  bread. 
The  lad  of  thefe  opinions  is  founded  on  a  calculation  of  the 
extent  and  population  of  thofe  parts  of  Scotland,  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Cumberland,  Northumberland,  of  Yorkfhire,  and 
other  northern  counties,  as  well  as  Lancadiire,  the  north  of 
Devondiire,  and  Wales,  where  wheaten  bread  is  not  ufed. 
In  thofe  parts  of  the  kingdom,  they  chiefly  eat  bread  made 
from  barley  and  oats,  but  modiy  of  the  former.     The  quan-^ 
tity  of  wheat  confumed  is  at  the  rate  therefore  of  one  quarter 
per  man.     There  were  ufed  annually  8,ooo,coc  of  quarters. 
Some  indeed  dated  it  at  fix  millions,  but  writers  in  general 
agreed  in  fixing  it  at  eight.     Now  as  to  the  date  of  the  crops 
this  feafon,  the  reports  of  the  fcarcity  were  rather  exagger- 
ated.    This  would  not  excite  much  furprife,  for  Gentle- 
men welfknew  that  in  evexy  period  of  difficulty  the  degree  of 
danger  was  always  over- rated.     It  was  infeparal^le  from 
xneni  aAing  in  bodies,  to  magnify  whatever,  of  evil  or  of  good 
,  prcfcnted 
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prefented  itfelf  to  his  fancy,  and  in  the  prefent  tnftance  even 
found  policy  might  have  recommended  that  the  deficiency 
fhould  not  be  rated  lower  than  it  really  was.     This  wrs  oer- 
tain,  the  Secretary  of  the  board  of  agriculture  miriit  wifli 
to  ftate  the  probable  deficiency  as  high  as  pdilible,  m  order 
that  our  meafures  might  be  proportionate  to  the  real  exi- 
gency of  our  fituation.     This  year  the  Crop  had  not  even 
come  up  to  an  average  crop,  which  is  a  third  le6  than  what 
is  confidered  an  abundant  crop.     An  average  crop  does  nor» 
therefore,  feed  the  country.    There  was  a  deficiency  of 
three  months'  feed.    With  refped  to  the  means  of  fupplying 
this  deficiency,  there  was  on  hand  of  the  (lock  of  the  year 
about  one  month's  feeding,  the  probable  quantity  to  be  pro** 
cured  by  importation,  was  food  for  one  month  more,  namely, 
i  to  700,000  quarters  of  wheat,  which,  confide^ng  theim* 
portation  of  the  winter  months,  we  might  reafonably  expeft 
TO  be  able  to  procure,  whqn  the  ports  of  the  Baltic  flioiiid 
become  acceflible,  and  whenever  we  could  import  from  Ame« 
tica.     It  wis  not  too  much  to  aflume,  that  that  quantity 
might  be  procured,  efpecially  when  it  was  confidered,  thit 
in  1796,  876,000  quarters  we.  imported.    The  third  certain 
means  of  fupplying  the  deficiency  was  by  a  favtng  regulation 
refpefling  new  bread,  which  would  produce  a  fortnight's 
feeding.^  Thus  there  would  be  dill  rather  more  than  a  month 
ti>  provide  for,  which  would,  he  trufted,  be  eafily  fuppUed  by 
reduced  confumption,  and  fuch  economical  regulations  as 
would  be  hereafter  adopted.     Nor  would  it  be  rorgot,  that 
eminent  millers  gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  more  might  be 
extradled  from  the  com  for  man's  fuflenance  than  was  now 
cxtradied.     The  introdudibn  of  fubftitutes  would  alfo  fur- 
nt(h  means  of  fupply.     Taking,  then,  the  a£iual  deficiency 
at  fomewhat  more  than  one  month,  he  trufted  the  means  he 
fuggeded  would  amply  meet  every  emergency.    There  was 
no  reafon  to  dcfpond  :  there  was  no  danger  of  any  ferious 
fcarcity.     It  was,  neverthelefs,  incumbent  on  the  Houfe, 
not  only  to  confider  of  the  etkAs  of  the  prefent  fcarcity  fuch 
as  it  is,  on  the  country  now,  but  alfo  to  turn  their  thoughts 
to  the  evils  of  fuch  periods  in  future.     In  doing  fo,  it  mud 
not  be  overlooked,  that  for  the  lad  thirty  years  this  country 
was  not  able  to  feed  itfelf  from  its  own  produce  ;  more  than 
400  quarters  of  wheat  were  imported  annually  oh  the  aver* 
age, of  the  lad  feven  years.     Here  the  noble  Lord  entered 
into  a  detailed  view  of  the  quedion,  to  (hew  that  it  was  not 
the  effect  of  decayed  agriculture  ;  for^  during  Uie  laft  feven 
^  yeac% 
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yeacft^ke  number  o£  indofum  bills  paiTed  by  Parliament  was. 
four  hundred  and  feventy-nine»  whoreaSf  during  the  pcevioua. 
fcven.yearsof  peace,  a  period  of  peace  the  moft  profperous 
the  country  ever  exiperienced,  the  number  of  thofe  bills, 
pafled  was  only  two  hundred  and  tWenty-feven,  the  general ' 
proof  of  our  Increafed  profperity,  in  this  refpe£t|  were  to  be 
feen  in  the  highly  improved  diftrids  of  Eaft  Lothian  in  Scot- 
land, and  in  many  parts  of  England.     This  profperity  was 
not  confined  to  agriculture  only,  it  extended  to  every  national' 
purfuit.     The  fcarcity,  therefore,  was  to  be  afcribed  to  in- 
creaTed  population,  and  to  all  theclatfesof  fociety  ufing  more 
wheaten  bread  in  proportion  as  the  wealth  of  the  country 
was  increafed.     And  this  had  been  always  obferved'  of  a^ 
coimtry  growing  powerful,  and  populous,  and  rich.     TI)e 
Roman  republic,  in  the  days  of  its  greateft  glory,  could  not 
fupply  itfelf  from  Italy,  but  was  obliged  to  draw  fupplies 
from  Tufcany  ;  and  if  we  would  look  to  every  ftate  ot  Eu- 
rope, it  would  be  feen  that  the  pooreft  Hates  were  thofe  that 
exported  corn  to  the  more  wealthy  and  powerful.     Poland 
and  America,  for  inftance.     The  noble  Lord  here  adverted 
to  his  obGsrvations  refpeding  the  quantity  that  may  be  im- 
jported,  and  recapitulated  the  meians  of  fupply.     He  faid  that 
confiderable  portions  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  were  not' 
grain  countries,  yet  there  being  an  increafe  of  population, 
the  knowledge  of  that  circumftance  added  to  the  necedity  of 
increafed  vigilance.    He  was  aware   habit  could  not  be 
changed  ia  a  moment  x  it  was  only  to  be  corrededgraduallvy 
but  fuhftitutes-  might  neverthelefs  be  ufed  with  great  GiCcels. 
He  cbferved,  that  the  fyftem  of  living  in  this  country  was 
lefs  economical  than  that  of  any  other  country  ^f  Europe^ 
hxu  the  writings  of  Count  Rumford  had  &ewn^  that  without 
abcidKing  from  the  luxuries  of  the  rich,  the  Quantity  of  anU 
mal  food  now  u(ed  might  be  much  diminiflied.     Luxuries 
were  not  to  be  condemned,  for  they  gave  the  rich  opportuni* 
ties*  of  benefiting  the  poor ;  but  it  was  neceiTary  to  introduce 
economy  in  the  ufe  of  wheat,  and  the  different  charities,  pa« 
locbial,  &c.  might  do  much  good  in  this  way.     If  we  con- 
tinued to  go  on  as  we  had  done,  this  was  not  the  firft  year  of 
Icarcity,  and  .it  would  not  be  the  laft.     We  had  two  fuch 
trials  in  five  years*.    Inclofing  the  wade  lands  was  defirabte  ; 
it  would  add  to  the  power  and  refources  of  the  country  ; 
but  this  would  not  do  alone.     However  the  fubjeft  was  at- 
tended, to.    He  was  happy  to  fee  the  higher  orders  attend  To 
much  to  it ;  and  the  lower  claffes  alfo  condu&ed  themfclvca 

with 
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mth  great  propriety.  His  Lordfhip  concluded  by  obfefVing, 
that,  added  to  the  motion  h<f  was  about  to  fubmit,  there  were 
other  tneafures  which  had  been  recosamended  to  the  feleft 
committee^  and  to  which  it  would  be  well  to  give  everycon- 
lideration*  He  now  moved  that  the  Chairman  have  power 
to  report  to  the  Houfe  a  refolution  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  prohibit  bakers  from  exhibiting  for  fale  any  bread  that 
)ias  not  been  baked  24  hours.  • 

Mr.  Hobhoufe  faid  that  he  was  glad  to  fee  that  the  fubjeft 
had  been  at  lad  taken  into  confideration,  and  that  he  con- 
ceived great  hopes  from  the  exertions  of  the  committee;  but 
was  furprifed  that  Minifters  had  not  fooner  taken  meaftires 
towardofF  the  evils  of  famine.  It  was  known  long  fincc 
that  the  harvefthad  failed,  and  that  fcarcity  mud  enfue.  He' 
admitted  that  the  war  did  not  produce  the  deficiency,  but  in- 
fixed that  it  prevented  that  deficiency  from  being  fupplied. 
Jle  approved  of  the  meafurc  propofed  by  the  noble  Lord, 
^nd  rejoiced  to  hear  that  others  were  in  contemplation.  He* 
^igreed  that  little  could  be  expeded  from  pofitive  laws,  and 
thai  more  was  to  be  expeded  from  exhortation  and  charity, 
properly  didributed.  He  concluded,  by  faying,  that  it  was 
the  ddty  of  evety  one  to  ftrive  to  alleviate  the  prefent  dlf- 
trefTesof  the  poor,  and  that  he  himfelf  would  make  every 
cflTort  f<ir  that  purpofe. 

Mr.  'Aldington  (the  Speaker)  hoped  that  if  he  (hould  difTent 
from  fomc  parts  of  the  report  which  lay  on'  the  table,  the  rc- 
fpe£iabIeGentIennen  who  had  made  out  that  report,  and  to 
whom  the  country  was  fo  tnuch  indebted^  would  excufe  him* 
He  certainly  had  not  the  fame  means  of  information  which 
tlvey  had ;  and  they  mufl  certainly  be  more  competent  to 
form  a  correA  judgment  on  this  fubje£k  than  he  could  be. 
But  he  entertained  a  different  opinion  from  that  which  was 
Hated  in  the  report  of  the  committee,  that  little  or  no  faving 
would  arife  from  making  a  coarife  kind  of  bread.  This 
country  was  now  in  a  fituation  far  more  embarrafting  than 
it  was  in  17959  when  the  failure  was  confined  to  wheat  only; 
but  not  to  other  kinds  of  grain.  At  prefent,  however,  there 
was  a  general  deficiency,  and  the  country  could  not  avail  it- 
felf  of  the  pradice  adopted  in  1795,  of  mixing  barley  with 
wheat.  On  that  account  it  was  necefTary  to  exprefs  to  the 
Houfe  the  extreme  importance  of  extrafltng  from  wheat  all 
the  aliment  of  which  it  was  capable.  He  was  convinced 
that  excellent  bread  might  me  made  of  wheat  ground  into 
flour  without  taking  any  bran  from  it.    Ijis  convidion  arofe 

fron> 
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from  experiment.  He  Taw  that  rbty  day  a  loaf  prepared  by 
the  direction  of  a  Mr.  Samuel  Wyan,  made  of  the  entire 
wheat,  and  of  an  excellent  and  nutritive  quality.  3ut  \m 
had  an  authority  flill  higher  than  the  gentleman  he  had  juft 
natned ;  a  perfon  to  -whom  he  had  been  coBneAed  by  every 
duty  and  every  tie  of  affedion,  and  whofe  itteMcry  he  (hould 
ever  revere.  This  perfon  had  Tome  years  ago.  given  a  treattfe 
to  a  friend  tipon  the  fubje£l'  under  the  confKleration  of  the 
Houfe.  He  lately  made  enquiries  after  it,  but  it  could  not 
be  found.  He  was,  however,  fortunate  enough  to  find  the 
notes  from  which  the  treatife  had  been  compofed ;  and  he 
would'take  the  liberty  of  reading  a  part  of  it  to  the  Houfe* 
The  paliage  quoted  by  the  right  hon.  Member  confided  of  a 
chymical  diilertation  on  the  properties  of  bran,  which  was 
faid  to  contain  a  fine  oil  and  fpirit  of  the  mod  falubrious  and 
nutritive  kind,  much  fuperior  to  any  thing  that  refided  in  the 
flour  alone  i  and  from  thefe  qualiiies  it  was  contended,  thar^ 
the  beft  bread  which  could  be  made/  would  be  from  the  flotio 
and  the  bran  together.  Thcfe  opinions  came  from  a  perfoi| 
who  was  not  likely  to  take  up  opinions  on  light  groundu; 
He  did  not  know  how  any  compulfory  fydem  could  well  be 
adopted*  But  the  public  ought  to  be  convinced  of  the  pc-* 
cemty  of  fubmitting  to  temporary  facrifice^,  and  perfofis  of 
rank  and  fortune  (hould  take  a  fellowihtp  with  them.;,  and 
then  there  ^vould  be  no  occafion  for  compulfion ;  and  he 
would  recommended  it  to  the  HoiHe  to  caufe  all  th^,  i^tri^ 
ment  to  be  taken  from  grain  that  it  was  capable  of  yicMTmg* 
Every  encouragement  ihould  alfa  beheld  out  tonhe  cultiva* 
tion  of  potatoes,  which  conititured  the  bed  auxiliary  to'wheat 
that  could  be.  The  feeding  of  fwine  ihould  alfo  be  encou* 
raged,  in  order  to  replace^  in  fome  manner,  the  deficiency 
caufed  by  the  encreafcd  corifumptivn  of  jtieat  at  this  time. 
He  would  alfo  recommend  it  to  the  Houfe,  and  to  govern-* 
ment  to  adopt  Untxe  eiFcduat  plan  for  the  importation  of 
rice  from  Bengal,  where  it  might  be  purehafed  at  the  rate  of 
one  farrhing  per  lb.  and  if  fold  in  this  country  for  i^d.  a  lb. 
^oold  defray  all  the  expences  of  in^portation.  A  mtafure  of 
this  kind  mud  be  undertaken  by  government ;  it  could  not 
be  left  to  fpeculation,  bccaufe  no  hope  could  be  entcrfained 
that  private  adventurers  would  fend  fo  great  a  didance  for 
rice,  and  then  run  the  rifle  of  having  the  market  lowered  at 
the  time  of  its  arrival  in  this  cotintry.  Tl.is  article,  th(*igit 
not  fit  for  the  Aipport  of  the  laboriotiSi-  would  make  excel  it  nt 
food  for  perfons  whofe  fitiKition  was  chicily  fedentary.  I  'u 
Vol.  I.  1800.  3  P  ihougM 
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thought  it  nec^fTary  to  mention  ope  circumftance  with  refpect 
to  potatoes ;  in  order  to  cultivate  theo)  more  effectually,  it 
would  be  defirabie  to  break  up  new  ground-  ConHderabl^ 
porrions  of  the  commons  in  this  country  were  very  Well^ 
adapted  to  this  purpofe.  He  W9s  told,  that  the  principal  rear 
fon  why  the  potatoes  were  not  more  generally  cultivated  wa^ 
the  high  tythcs  which  the  cultivators  were  obliged  to  pay.. 
He  was  fure  that  that  refpectable  clafs  of  men,  who  derive4 
their  income  from  tythes,  would  chearfully  confen't  to  an 
alteration,  by  which  an  acre  of  potatoes  would  pay  no  more 
th^n  an  acre  of  wheat.  Such  a  plan  would  be  prckductive  of 
the  mod  eflential  fcrvice  to  the  country.  He  confidered  the 
jfeveral  inclofure  bills  tha^  were  pafled  every  fefljon  as  highly 
ufeful  to  the  public.  But  many  Gentlemen  were  deterred, 
from  applying  for  fuch  bills  on  account  of  the  great  expcncc 
incurred  in  obtaining  them.  He  could  fpcak  in  regard  to 
the  officers  of  that  Houfe,  that  none  of  this  charge  was  im- 
putable to  them  ;  and  it  frequently  happened  that  the  parties 
themfelves,  through  inattention^  permitted  their  folicitors  iq 
fwell  their  bills  to  an  enormous  amount.  An  enclofure  bill 
often  coft  a  party  240I.  It  had  been  faid,  that  a  bilLfor  a 
general  enclofure  of  all  wade  lands,  was  prevented  froix) 
paffing  by  the  ^uthc^ity  of  pprfons  vvho  gained  by  the  fees 
paid  for  leparate  enclofure  bills.  For  his  own  part  lie  was| 
happy  to  fay  he  was  relieved  from  all  imputation  on  this  fub-. 
ject :  and  he  was  fure  it  could  not  apply  to  the  high  charac-:* 
ter  in  another  place,  who  had  magnanimoufly  reiinquiflicd 
all  fees  as  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  He  partook  of 
the  feelings  of  the  noble  Lord,  w,hen  fpeakitig  of  the  chart-, 
table  acts  that  fo  eminently  didinguiflied  the  people  of  for- 
tune in  this  country  at  prefent :  and  he  differed  from  thofe 
vrho  thought  that  they  would  produce  a  bad  effect  on  the 
minds  of  the  people.  He  was  fure  that  the  relief  they  re* 
ceived  would  foften  their  minds,  and  connect  more  clofely 
thofe  ties  which  bound  the  rich  and  the  poor  together. 

Lord  Hawhejbury  in  explanation  faid^  that  the  comtnitte^ 
did  not  mean  to  (late  that  bread  might  not  be  tirade  out  of 
the  v^hole  of  thp  wheat ;  but  th^t  no  compulfion  fhould  be 
ufed  to  caufe  that  to  be  done ;  and  when  they  confidered  that 
bran  ferved  to  feed  poultry  and  fwine,  they  did  not  think  it 
any  kind  of  faving  to  convert  it  into  bread* 

The  Speaker  faid,  it  was  better  to  apply  that  which  wa$ 
|iow  the  food  of  fwine,  to  the  food  of  man. 

Mr.  f^iite^forcf  ^Jrcf  (najotained,  that  jf  the  war  did  not 

occ^fion 
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bccafion  the  fcarcity,  it  was  at  lead  a  means  bf  continiiiag  it. 
'  Would  Gentlemen  make  nothing  of  the  ftoppage  of  agri^* 
culture  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhtne^  in  Switzerland,  and  other 
countries  ;  of  the  confumption  of  the  armies  employed  there> 
as  well  as  in  the  expedition  to  Hollandi  &c.  ?  Was  there  no« 
thing  in  the  fupply  of  ihofe  prifonefs  whom  a  right  hon. 
Gentleman  denominated  lumber?  And  did  not  all  thefe  caufes 
in  a  great  meafure  contribute  to  the  want  of  proviilons  in 
this. country  ?  In  his  op{nion>  the  committee  began  at  the 
wrong  end.  It  was  not  fufficient  for  them  to  put  the  people 
upon  eating  dale  bread ;  for  were  men  of  property  to  abftaixi 
from  the  nfe  of  it  altogether  for  three  months,  and  have  re*- 
courfe  to  the  numerous  and  luxurious  fubftitutes  they  had  the 
means  of  providing,  it  would  be  fufficient  to  do  away  everj 
evil,  and  remove  all  appr^henfions. 

Mr.  Doug/as  faid,  that  brown  bread  was  ufed  in  mofl  parts 
of  the  country  of  England,  and  therefore  there  was  ho  occa- 
(ion'  for  a  compulfory  law#  And  if  the  flour  fent  from  a 
great  di  dance  to  London  was  not  fine,  it  would  ferment,  and 
be  fpoiled  before  its  arrival. 

Sir  IVtUiam  Young  faid,  the  committee  were  fenfible  of  the 
advantages  which  might  be  derived  from  the  adoption  of  the 
means  recommended  by  the  late  Dr.  Addington,  but  wa!s  at 
the  fame  time  unwilling  to  propofe  any  thing  compulfory^ 
which  could  not  fail  to  be  difagreeable  to  the  habits  of  the 
people.  To  (hew  that  no  fupply  could  be  obtained  front 
France,  were  we  at  peace  with  it  at  this  moment,  he  dated 
the  information  given  him  by  a  very  well  informed  perfon^ 
that  fo  far  from  wheat  being  at  prefent  plentiful  in  that  coun- 
try, the  harved  had.  fallen  Ihort  of  one  third  of  its  average 

*  crop  in  the  laft  year.  • 

Sir  Williaw  Young  alfo  defended  the  meafure  of  thecom- 
mitte,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  have  been  improper  to 
havd recommended  legiflativc  provilions  which,  were  repug- 
nant to  the  general  habits  of  the  people,  but  they  (hould  ra- 
ther be  perfuaded  by  the  influence  of  example.- 

•  Mr.  fVilberforce^  obferved,  that  no  i^pology  could  be  requi- 
fite  for  troubling  the  Houfe  in  a  difcullion  on  which  it  were 
to  bevvifhed  that  every  gentleman  (hould  take  a  part,  and  en- 
deavour tofurni(h  his  quota  Y>f  information  and  fuggeflions; 
and  not  having  been  himfclf  a  Member  of  the  Committee, 
he  would  the  rather  begin  by  vindicating  it  from  the  fevere 
treatment  it  had  received  from  an  honourable  Gentleman  over 
ilic  way.     In  delivering  opinions  on  the  fubjcdf,  au  indi<'i- 

3  P  a  dual, 
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dualj  and  si  Co9imitte«  of  Parluneiit,  wer^in  very  diieiviit 
fituations :  The  individual,  might  throw  but  any  ideas  which 
feemed  to  him  worthy  of  notice,  to  be  confidered,  d»icuflN» 
and  matured  by  the  wiCdom  of  Parliament,  or  to  be  rejeded 
If  they  were  not  approved  of  |  but  a  Cqmrnittee  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  knowing  the  weight  which  would  begiveni^ 
its  opinions,  ought  to  exprefsthem  with  caution,  it  ought  to 
tread  on  fure  ground,  and  be  at  leaft  certain  that  the  plan  pro- 
pofed  would  do  no  harm,  if  it  (hould  fail  of  producing  the 
expe£^ed  meafure  of  goo<^;  for  this  reafon  the  Committee  in 
the  pcefent  inftancehad  only  fuggefted  that  meafure  which  all 
the  wiuielTes  called  before  tb^m  had  conaiired  in  recom- 
mending, they  gave  this  a&  their  (irft  fuggeftion,  not  wait* 
ing  till  they  ffaould  have  made  up  their  minds  on  all  the  topics 
of  their  enquiry.  And,  thoug'h  the  propofitions  might  be 
treated  with  ridicule,  on  account  of  the  familiar  nature  of 
the  fubjed,  yet  let  it  be  remembered  that  heabh,  and  riches, 
and  even  happinefs  itfetf,  depended  more  on  the  repetition 
of  little  particulars  each  in  itfelf  trivial,  than  on  greater 
ipatters  which  feldom  occur.  And  if  it  were  true,  as  had 
been  dated  unanimoufly,  that  by  keeping  bread  till  it  (hould 
be  24  hours  old,  a  fortnight's  faving.  would  be  procured,  this 
was  perhaps  almoft  as  much  as  we  could  expe£l  from  inv- 
portation.  Yet  he  v^ould  be  thought  very  unreafonable  who 
ihoutd  laugh  at  the  latter  fource  of  fupply,  though  the  former 
excited  a  fmile  upon  its  appearing  to  drop  below  the  dignity 
of  legiflation.  Mr.  Wilberforce  dated,  that  he  feared  thf 
adlual  Icarcity  was  greater,  and  the  foreign  fupply  to  be  ex- 
pelled lefs,  than  the  noble  Lord  had  calculated  ;  but  yet  he 
thought  there  was-no  jud  caufe  for  defpondency  if  proper 
meafures  were  tifed  to  avert  the  threatened  evil.  He  thought 
bi^  n^ble  Friend  had  afligned  too  great  a  (hare  of  this  cala* 
mity  to  our  increafed  population,  (an  increafe  which  he  did 
not  however  deny)  as  others  had  afcribed  too  much  of  it  ta 
the  war.  Unqueftionably  the  grand  caufe  of  our  difficulties 
was,  the  vifitation  of  Providence  in  the  extraordinary  bad 
feafon,  for  the  whole  of  lad' autumn.  And  he  thought  that 
our  chief  care  at  prefent  ought  to  be,  not  fo  much  to  fettle  our 
plan  oh  permanent  policy,  as  to  get  rid  of  the  immediate 
preiTure.  Three  fources^of  fupply  prefcnted  themfelves :  the 
nrft,  importation;  the  fccond,  ceconomiling  the  (lores  we 
already  had;  thirdly,  produSion  ^nd  growth  of  new  ones. 
Ot.  importation  he  would  only  fay,  that  he  trufted  means 
would  be  taken  to  bring  in  as  much  as  could  be  had  of  every 

article 
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0Cticfe  of  piwifion*     la  cecociomlfing  our  prefent  ftores,  he 
Okuft  firft  decidedly  exprefs  his  bpinioQ  in  favour  of  bread 
4tiade  of  all  the  wheat,  except,  perhaps,  a  very  fmaU  quan* 
lity  of  bran,  and  he  vras  happy  to  find  his  fentiments  on  the 
fubjeA  concurring  with  tliofe  of  the  right  .hon.  Gentletaan 
(the  Speaker)  whom  he  had  heard  with  the  greateft  fatisfac-' 
tion.     The  next  fpecies  of  oecoooniifing   which  ha  muft 
fiit>ngly  prefs  upon  the  Houfe  was,  the  duty  of  ftoppi ng,  or 
at  leafl  abridging,  in  the  whole  of  the  country,  or  in  certain 
diftri&s,  for  the  ufe  of  brutes,  all  food  that  was  applicable 
to  the  ufe  of  man.     He  then  read  a  calculation  he  had  re* 
cetved  from  a  \tr^  wsU  informed  man,  from  which  it  foU 
lowed  that  the  quantity  of  oats  grown  in  this  country  was   - 
fuch,  that  if  it  were  pradLcable  to  confine  the  entire  fupply 
of  oats  to  the  ufe  of  man,  except  only  for  our  cavalry  and 
mail  coach  horfes,  that  our  commerce  might  not  fufFer,  the 
<fuantity  would  be  more  than  enough  to  fupply  the  whole  de« 
Hciency  ;'and  in  any  degree  in  which  the  meafure  (hould  be 
adopted,  in  the  fame  degree  would  be  the  benefits  derived 
from  it.    He  threw  out  the  idea  for  the  confideration  of  gen- 
tlemen, and  wifhed  them  to  turn  it  in  their  minds.     The    . 
next  mode  of  oeconomifing  which  he  would  mention  was» 
that  of  extending  to  a  iliil  greater  degree  the  cflablifhments 
fer  foup,  which,  perhaps,  fhould  be  fet  on  foot  in  all  places^ 
bavii^g  more  than  a  gi^en  number  of  houfes.     The  next 
point  on  which  he  would.touch  was,  the  propriety  of  check* 
inga  mode  of  relieving  the  diftrelfes  of  the  lower  orders, 
which  had  prevailed  iti  qiany  country  parifhes,  of  giving  bread 
or  flour  at  a  cheaper  rate,  or  money  to  purchafc  them,  there- 
'  by  preventing  that  reduced  confiunption  of  the  article,  which 
was  the  natural  confequtt^xe  of  the  great  increafe  of  price. 
Another  matter  not  unworthy  of  attention  was,  \he  ftc»pping 
of  all  thofe  fancy  bifcnits,   rolls,   and  other  fuch  articles,  in 
which  the  very  fijiefl  parts  of  the  flour  wcreufed,  and  which 
were  almoft  an  infult  jo  the  feellTigs  of  thofe  who  were  in  real 
want.     Bcfides,  the  remainder  being  the  coarfe  parts  of  the 
wheat,  only  were  made  into  London  brown  bread,  and  this  it 
Was  which  brought  biown  bread  into  difreputc.     The  third 
fource  of  fupply  was,  that  of  produdion;  and  he  (tronely 
recommended  every  poftible  encouragement  to  the  extennve 
cultivation  n{  potatotrs  and   pcafe.     But  the  grand  fupply 
which  we  might  derive  from  the  bounty  of  Providence,  a 
bounty  which  we   had  hitherto  a  good  deal  neglefled,  was 
from  the  article  of  filh.     In  couttrring  and  correfponding 

with 
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with  pcrfons  from  many  different  parts  of  the  country  where 
the  iiOieries  had  been  carried  ony  he  found  that  an  immenfe  . 
quantity,  both  of  herrings  and  mackarel,  could  foe  caught  at* 
mod  in  any  proportion,  to  the  number  of  boats  and  meA 
which  fhouM  be  employed.  But,  above  all,  if  it  (houM  be 
found  neceffary  we  mighr  import  from  Newfoundland  any 
quantity  of  cod  which  we  might  dcfire,  7  or  800,000  quin- 
tals being  ordinarily  taken  there.  After  fome  other  remarks^ 
be  obferved,  that  he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  Aate  the  refult  of 
his  inquiries,  and  he  would  only  add,  that  he  tnifted  the 
Houfe  would  give  that  (leady  attention  to  the  ftibjed  to 
which  its  importance  entitled  it.  He  woufd  conclude  whh 
making  a  motion,  tending  to  promote  the  extenfive  cultiva^ 
tion  of  early  potatoes  and  peafe. 

Mr.  Buxton  rofe  to  anfwer  the  obje£lion  that  Government 
did  not  apply  a  fpcedy  meafure.  In  fa6l  they  did.  In  Sep<» 
temberlaft  they  opened  the  ports  for  a  general  importation. 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  carried,  and  leave  given  to  \ 
bring  in  the  Bill. 

The  Mafterrfthe  Rolls  obferved,  that  as  the  meafure  muft 
derive  great  part  of  its  efficacy  from  its  fpeedy  effe£t,  he 
trufted  that  gentlemen  would  not  objed  tbits  pafiing  through 
the  Houfe  with  all  poflible  expedition. 

Lord  Hawkejbury  dated,  that  the  Bill  would  be  ready  the 
next  day,  and  it  was  propofed  to  carry  it  thrdugh  the  Houfe 
on  that  day.     Adjourned. 

HOUSE  0¥  LORDS. 

WEDNESDAY,  FEB.  I9. 

The  expiring  laws  bill,  the  militia  offers  bill,  and  the  ma- 
rine feduction  bilU  received  the  royal  aflent  by  commiflion. 

The  £ngli(h  appeal  caufe,  the  Attorney  General  verfus 
Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  was  heard  in  part,  and  the  fur- 
ther hearing  adjourned  till  the  next  day. 

The  bill  10  continue  in  force  for  three  weeks  aft^r  the 
meeting  of  the  next  feflion  of  Parliament,  containing  regula-^ 
tions  to  render  it  unlawful  for  any  perfon  to  fell,  or  expofe 
to  fate,  any  wheaten  l>read,  before  it  is  a  certain  number  of 
hours  (24)  old,  was  brought  up  by  Lord  Hawkcfbury,  Mr. 
Bra^ge,  and  others. 

Colonel  Elford  and  others  brought  up  a  road  or  eftate  bill. 

The  bread  regulation  bill,  juft  brought  up  from  the  Com- 
mons, was  read  a  firll  time,  when 
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.  The  FmtI  iff  Liverpool  rofe,  and  faid,  that  when  he  (hired 
the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  immediately  to  be  of  the  utmoft. 
importance  to  the  country^  be  was  perfeSly  awarethat  it  was 
i>ot  ufual  topfefs  the  palCng  of  bills  of  fo  new  and  (ingular 
^,  nature  through  all  their  ftages  on  one  and  the  fame  day, 
and  that  fometimes  an  oppofition  was  made  to  their  principle; 
btit  on  this  occaflon  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  concurneJ^ 
in  the  urgency  of  the  neccHity  to  which  the  bill  applied,  and 
its  great  probable  public  utility,  if  pafTed  with  the  fmaileft 
delay,  and  had  therefore  pafled  it  through  all  its  (lages  that 
day.  Every  noble  Lord,  alfo,  whom  he  had  found  an  oppor- 
tunity to  confult  on  the  fubjed,  had  been  fo  entirely  of  the 
fame  (Opinion*  that  he  (houid  not  hefltate  to  move.  That'  tho 
pther  (lagcs  of  the  bill  be  gone  through  immediately. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  read  a  Tiecond  time,  the  com* 
piittee  negatived,  the  bill  read  a  third  time  and  pafled  nemine 
dijjintieniey  and  fent  down  to  the  Commons  to  acquaint  that 
|doufe  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 

The  bill  brought  up  by  ColQnel  Elford  and  oihers,  was 
read  a  firft  time. 

Ifht  Houfe  adjourned  to  the  next  day. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS- 
WEDNESDAY,  FEB.  19. 

The  Speaker  acquainted  the  Houfe  that  he,  and  feveral 
Members,  had  been  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  to  hear  the  Royal 
aflent  given  by  commiflion  to  the  militia  volunteer  bill,  the 
army  fedu6lion  bill,  together  with  the  Newfoundland  judica* 
ture  bill. 

Mr.  Manning  moved  for  leave  to  tring  in  a  bill  for  the 
further  improvement  of  the  port  of  London,  by  eftablilhing 
wet  docks.     Ordered. 

Lord  Hawhjbury  brought  in  a  bill  to  prevent  any  balcer, 
pr  other  perfon,  from  felling  bread  that  has  not  been  baked  a 
certain  number  of  hours ;  which  was  read  a  firft  and  fecond 
|jme. 

Mr.  Ktchols  faid  that  he  had  been  dated  to  have  faid  that 
the  war  the  occafionof  the  fcarcity.  This  he  denied:  what 
he  had  faid  was,  that  the  continuance  of  the  war  deprives  us 
pf  the  tiieans  of  relief.  He  faid  we  had  but  two  markets 
pow  ;  America  and  the  Baltic.  He  advifed  the  adoption  of 
}  (loppage  of  the  corn  dilUUery,  and  the  confumption  of  oats 
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by  horfcEy  as  txieafures  which  would  create  lefs  alarm  and 
iiifconientf 

The  Hoiife  fefolvcd  itfclf  into  a  committee  of  the  whote 
Houle  on  the  bill  to  prevent  any  baker  or  other  perfon  from 
ielling  bread  not  baked  a  certain  number  of  hours. .  Thir 
bill  is  to  take  place  within  ten  miles  of  the  Royal  Exchange 
on  the  26th  inft.  and  in  all  other  places  on  the  4th  March — 
Th^  time  of  the  bread  being  baked  td  be  24  hours.  Every 
'  offence  againft  the  ad  liiible  to  a  penalty  of  5I.  to  be  reco- 
vered before  any  magiflrare  ;  one  half  lo  go  to  the  informer. 
The  afl  to  coiitintie  in  force  till  fix  weeks  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  .fcllion.  The  Houfe  was  refutncd, 
the  report  brought  up  and  agreed  to,  and  t^ie  bill  read  a  third 
time  and  paifed,  and  ordefi^d  to  be  carried  to  the  Lords  by' 
Lord  Hawkefbury. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved,  that  the  Houfe 
lliould  take  into  con(ideranon>  in  a  committee,  the  bank 
charter  a£l  on  Friday  next  ;  that  they  (hould  then  difcufs  the 
fiibjed ;  and  that  the  refult  (houkl  be  referred  to  a  committee 
of  ways  and  means  on  Monday  next.     Ordered.  \ 

Mr.  Alderman  Lujhington  prefetited  a  petition  from  Meflrs. 
'Afliwell  and  Johnfon,  Grenada-merchants,  for  leave  to  ex- 
lend  the  period  for  paying  their  inftalments*  He  then  moved^ 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  fame  committee  as  Mr.  M^Dou- 
gall's  was.     Ordered. 

SUBSTITUTES  I^OR  CORN. 

Mr.  JVtllerforce  rofe  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  a 
fubjedl  which,  though  he  could  not  profefs  perfeS  knowledge 
of  it,  was  yet  of  too  high  importance  not  to  claim  great 
confider^ion.  He  had  the  authority  of  Mr.  Arthur  Young 
for  i\1iat  he  was  about  to  (late.  Every  Gentleman,  perhaps, 
jcncW  that  the  growing  of  potatoes  was  not  fo  much  en- 
couraged in  England  as  in  fome  other  countries,  and  notfo 
cxtcnfively  any  where  as  their  real  ufefulr^efs  feemcd  to  make 
defirable.  What  he  had  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe  was,  a  pro- 
pofition  for  giving  a  bounty  for  raifing  early  crops  of  that 
root,  atid  he  was  aiUired,  on  the  fame  authority,  that,  if  done 
without  delay,  it  would  not  at  all  impede  hufbandry  for  next 
harveft  to  give  fuch  a  preinium.  An  objeflion  to  the  mea-' 
fiirc  was  to  be  apprehended  from  thole  Gentlemen  who 
thought  that  there  would  not  be  enough  of  feed,  but  he  was 
on  this  point  alfo  of  opinion,  that  no  inconvenience  could 
arife.     He  concluded  by  moving  that  a  committee  (hould  be 

appoimgd 
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appointed  to  confider  of  the  profxriety  of  encouraging  the 
early  growth  of  potatoes. 

hoxA  Hawhe/bury  witfaed  the  hon.  Member  to  defer  making 
bis  motion  until  the  bread  bill  (hould  have  pafTed  all  its 
ftages. 

Mr»  fyUherforce — •'  I  <:an  have  no  objcflion."  *^ 

The  new  bread  prohibition  bill  wa^  new  read  a  third  time^ 
\,  paii^d,  and'fent  to  the  Lords. 

I  The  queilion  was  next  put  on  Mr.  WilbcjforccV  motion. 

I  Mr.  yoUffe  approved  of  the  prppofition. 

Mr.  Buxton  unwillingly  oppofed  any  thing  that  came  from 
his  hon.  Friend,  but  being  of  opinion  that  legiflative  inter- 
ference was  in  all  fuch  Cafes  to,  be  as  nruch  ^s  poilible  avoid- 
edy  heconfidered  it  his  duty  to  oppofe  the  motion. 

Lord  Sheffield  thought  the  motion  tended  to  ufef^d  rdgulai*> 
tion>  and  would  therefore  give  it  his  fupport. 

Mr.  Burdon  did  not  approve  of  the  fubjeft  of  fcarcity  be- 
ing fo  often  agitated.  It  was  long  the  wilh  of  the  lower 
clafs  that  the  legiflature  would  give  a  5ounty  for  railing  po- 
tatoes, but  he  believed  it  would  be  impolitic  to  do  fo.  He 
<lidnot  think  the  fcarcity  was  fo  great,  or  fogeneral^  as  fome 
Gentlemen  were  willing  to  imagine.  In  the  northern  coun- 
ties corn  was  comparatively  icbeap,  and  they  expeded  great 
fupplles  on  the  opening  of  the  Baltic. 

Lord  Sheffield  tdidy  that  to  give  a  boiinty  would  not  impede 
»  the  harveft. 

Mr.  EJicourt  oppofed  the  motion. 

Mr.  Shaw  Lefevte  was  of  opinion,  that  the  meafure  would 
**  not  be  of  great  benefit  if  adopted. 

The  Chance  I  kr  of  the  Exchequer  fa  id,  that  he  was  very  forry, 
to  objeft  to  ar.y  motion  made  by  his  hon.  Friend,  to  whofc 
^Aive  and  laudable  zeal  for  the  interefts  of  the  community 
he   willed  to  bear  teftimony,  and  to  give  every  degree  of 
pcaife  it  fo  well  nuriicd.     He  thought,  however,  a  meafure 
of  the  kind  propc^fed  fbc'uld  not  be  adopted  without  a  more 
..mature  iiivcitigaiit  n.     He  could  not  ^fay  whether  the  mea- 
fure was  cvcr-rattd  or  under- raJed,  b'.jt  he  hopal  the  Houfe 
would  make  it  a  njle  to  have  inch  a  mtafiire  difcufltd  but  in 
\^  a  ccmmiitec  of  the  wjiole  Hf^'ufc.    J^e  faw,  however,  no  rea- 

fnn  for  prcfling  the  bulinefs  at  prefcnL  Tliere  was  a  fpccial 
rommitiec  now  fitting  vn  that  bufiiufs,  and  be  woiild  advife 
Kis  h<n.  Friend  to  have  his  name  added  to  ih^t committee,  by 
>\hich   he  would  atiaip  every  infoini.ation  <;n  the  fubjeft. 

Vol..  I.i8p6>.  3  0^  jin4 
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;incl  fee  vrhat  might  hereafter  be  neCeftary  to  propofe  to  do 
further.  , 

Mr.  Willerforce  acceded  to  the  advice  of  his  hon.  Frfend, 
and  faid  he  could  pr^rtiife  ihe  Hotifc  thai  the  growth  of  early 
potatoes  would  not  interfere  with  any  other  crop, 
/   The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  iheti  moved,  that  the'qucf-, 
be  adjourned  toTuefday  next.  .  Ordered.  • 

A  meflage  was  delivered  from  the  Lords,  fignifying  that 
they  had  given  their  affent  to  the  biH  for  preventing  the  falc 
qf  bread  till  baked  a  certain  number  of  hours>  and  to  the 
Indemnity  qualification  bill. 

'  SUSPENSION  OF  THE  HABEAS  CORPUS  ACT. 

The  Attorney  General  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  con- 
tinuing the  fuipenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  aft.  He  then 
pioved  that  the  report  of  the  committee  of  fccrccy  be  now 
jead,  which  being  done, 

Mr.  Jollffe  faid^  he  rofe  with  reluflance  to  oppofe  a  mo* 
tion  of  his  honourable  and  learned  Frit^nd,  but  he' thought 
the  prefent  aft  ought  to  be  fuffcrcd  to  expire,  if  it  were  but 
for  a  Iingle  day,  that  it  might  not  appear  to  be  a  meafure  of 
courfe,  like  the  mutiny  bill.  He  mbved  an  amendment,  that 
the  bill  be  re^da  fecond  time  that  day  fix  weeks. 

Mr,//.  LaJctlUi  fpoke  in  favour  6f  the  bill,  and  faid,  that 
he  confidered  the  peace  and  tranquillhy  at  prefent  exifting 
in  tbis'Country,'tb  be  chiefly  owing  to  th^  operation  of  that 

bill. 

Mr.  HMovJe  faid,  he  rofe  to  oppofe  the  fecond  reading  of 
the  bill.  The  hon^  Gchtleman  did  not  aflfert  at  prefent  that 
any  evidence  of  fafts  exifted  to  prove  that  any  confpiracy  was 
to  be  apprehended  at  this  moment,  as  had  been  done  on  all  the 
former  occafitjns.  '  The  hon  Gentleman  did  not  pretend  to 
fay  that  the  fpirit  of  the  times  was  the  fame  now  as  wheii 
the  report  of  the  Secret  Committee  was  made.  Govern- 
ment, he  bclieyed,  had  not  been  lefs  diligent  than  formerly 
Jn  detcfling  every  thing  of  that  nature,  and  yet  only  two  per- 
fons  had  been  arreflcd  in  fcven  months.  He  objcftcd  to  U 
alfo'becaufe  the  hand^  of  govcrnrt'>cnt  had  been  ftrengthencd 
by  fome  fcvere  bills  which  had  paflbd  into  laws  fincethc  re-' 
port  was  made.  He  noticed  the  lecuucnce  of  Minifters  6a 
all  occapons  to  the  prevalence  of  jacobin  principles  iri 
France,  but  faid,  they  feemed  to  forget  that  the  povver  of  the 
Prefent  chief  ruler  there  had  been  founded  in  the  fupprcffioii 
of  jacobinifm,  which  had  fbewn  itfelf  in  the  Council  of  Five 
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Hundred.  The  hon.  Gentleman  had  better  endeavour  to 
eradicate  jacobin  principles  out  of  this  country  by  removin]^ 
the  misfortunes  of  the  country,  and  introducing  mcafures  x6 
remove  abufes.  Mr-  Hpbhoufe  faidy  that  the  prefent  Ad-* 
miniftration  were  famous  for  exciting  falfe  alarms^ ;  revievyec) 
their  meafurcs  from  the  year  1792,  in  which  he  pointed  out 
fome  indances  to  prove  this*  Speaking  of  the  prifon  it\ 
Clerkenwdl|  he  faid,  that  by  the  rules  of  it  ftate  prifoner^ 
^  had  not  fo  good  an  allowance  as  convids ;  fome  ot  the  per^ 

fons  arreted  had  been  confined  upwards  of  two yearsi  andi^ 
lyould  be  impofTible  to  make  them  an  adequate  compenfji* 
tion.  He  feverely  cenfured  Minidcrs  for  feizing  on  the 
prefent  time  to  take  away  one  of  the  greateft  bulwarks  o( 
the  conflitution. 

Mr.  Sturgffs  ufcd  feveral  ingenious  arguments  to  fljew 
that  thp  principles  that  had  rendered  it  neccffary  to  fufpend 
the  Habeas  Corpus  ASi  were  not  yet  extin6l ;  nor  coula  he 
ftippofe  that  the  late  revolution  in  France  had  removed  the 

^  fame  principles  in  that  country,  uhlefs  the  Gentlepdan  who 

had  infifted  To  much  on  that  point  (hould  (hew  that  a  fuccels- 
ful  ufurpation  was  a  good  antidote  againft  treafon  and  rebel- 
lion. The  degree  of  confidence  that  ought  to  be  repofed  iii 
Minidcrs  by  this  bijl,  (hould  depend  on  the  difpofltion  they 
had  (hewn  to  abufe  it.  In  order  to  fee  how  far  Mini fters 
had  abufed  the  confidence  already  repofed  in  them,  let  Gen- 
tlemen look  at  \he  perfons  now  in  confinement,  confider 
their  rank  and  (ItuatJon  in  life,  and  then  afk  themfelves  if 
they  were  men  againft  vvbom  it  was  poflible  Mi nifters  could 

f  have  harboured  any  kind  of  prejudice  ;  and  the  few  who  had 

been  taken  up  dncc  the  pafiing  of  the  lad  bill,  was  the 
cleared  proof  ! hat  Minifters  had  exercifed  the  power, cn- 
truded  to  them  with  moderation.  But  the  fevcrity  faid  to 
have  been  exercifed  again d  th^fe  men  w^s  faid  to  be  a  viola- 
tion of  the  principles  of  the  condituiion.  To  Ihcw  how  far 
that  alTe'nipn  was  true,  he  would  mention  a  circumdance 
which  hap(>ened  (hortly  after  the  edablilhment  of  this  condi-  - 
tutioa.  A  confpiracy  had  been  formed  againd  the  life  of  ^ 
.King.  Willia^n,  in  confequence  of  which  the  Habeas  Corpus 
a£t  was  fufptnded,  feveral  perfons  were  taken  up,  and  an 
adl  was  paifcd  toenable  Kii>g  William  to  confine  them  during 
their  lives.  They  remained  in  confinement  till  his  demifp. 
Ofx  the  accedion  of  Queen.  Anne^  a  fimilar  power  was 
granted'to  her;  the  fau)^  was  granted  to  George  the  Fifft 
^     »nd  Sepond  :  and  it  wa^  not  until  the  y«ar  1717  that  the  Iftft 
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of  there  men  i^as,  at  the  advanced  age  of  82,  liberated  bf 
death.  It  l^'as,  thcfefore,  material  in  difcufling  the  prefertt 
queftion,  that  the  Houfe  (hould  look  to  what  the  prafticehadP 
been  during  the  adminiftraiibn  of  the  bcft  of  men,  and  in 
the  belt  of  times ;  that  Lord  Somers  held  the  feals  at  the 
time  thefe  men  were  put  into  confinement,  and  Lord  Hard- 
wicke  at  the  time  of  their  death. 

.  Sir  Francis  Burdetf  fald,  it  Was  not  his  intention  to  follow 
the  hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  through  the  whole  of 
his  extraneous  argument,  but  he  was  forry  for  the  fKtiation 
of  the  country  when  the  word  jacobinifm  wa^  ufcd  as  a  term, 
by  which  it  feemed  the  wi(h  of  fomc  pcrfons  to  hunt  down 
every  fpecies  of  liberty.  He  begged  leave  to  have  the  pro- 
vifo  read  in  the  a6t  for  fufpending  the  Habeas  CoVpfis  2&  in 
1 7989  and  (hewed  that  by  that  provifo  it  was  promifed,  that 
after  the  20th  of  May,  1799*  perfons  arretted  fhould  have  the 
benefit  of  all  laws  made  tor  the  fecurity  of  the  fubjeft.  H(5 
mentioned  the  cafe  of  Sir  William  Windham,  who,  he  faid,- 
was  admitted  to  bail  on  a  charge  of  high  treafon,  becaufe 
four  terms  and  one  udize  had  pafl'cd  without  his  being  brought 
to  trial.  Nothing  but  the  deeped  ncceffity  could,  in  his  opi- 
nion, judify  long  imprifonnient,  which  was  a  cruel  torture* 
He  would  be  glad  to  be  informed  what  part  of  the  conditu- 
tion  remained,  and  had  not  been  broken  in  upon  by  the  pre- 
fent  Admini  drat  ion  ?  He  knew  of  none :  he  would  not,  how- 
ever, trefpafs  longer  on  the  patience  of  the  Houfe  than  to 
give  his  decided  negative  to  the  fccond  reading  of  this  bill. 

The  Attorney  General  faid,  in  anfwer  to  the  dbjeflion  urged 
againd  him,  that  in  opening  the  prefent  quedion,  he  had  en- 
tered into  no  datement  of  the  grounds  on  which  it  reded,, 
obfcrvcd,  that  he  had  given  a  long  notice  of  the  time  when 
.it  was  to  be  brought  on,  an  interval  fully  fiifficient  for  Gen- 
tlemen to  prepare  their  obje£iions ;  at  that  time  he  referred 
the  grounds  on  which  he  intended  to  fupport  his  motion  ; 
thofe  grounds  he  derived  from  the  report  that  had  been  given 
fome  time  back,  dating  the  urgent  ncceflity  of  adopting  a 
meafure  fimilar  to  that  now  propofed,  and  the  reafons  de- 
tailed in  that  report  mud  be  dill  fredi  in  the  recollc£lion  of 
the  Houfe.  Since  the  introduSion  of  that  report  no  change 
in  his  opinion  liad  taken  place  fufficient  to  judify  Admintr 
ftration  in  altering  what  was  lad  year  deemed  necelfary ;'  he 
,  therefore  thought  ii  a  mark  of  refpeft  to  the  Houfe  not  to 
detain  their  attention  upon  topics  whiv^h  mud  dill  be  fami- 
liar to  every  Gentleman's  mind  and  memory.  As  to  the  pra- 
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pofal  of  an  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Hobhoufe)  to  del^y  the  inea«» 
fure  for  iix  weeks,  it  was  fufficient  to  obferve,  that  fuch  a 
delay  muft  defeat  the  objefl  of  the  meHfufe  ahogether,  as  the 
bill  now  ia  force  was  to  expire  on  the  ift  of  March.  Iff 
therefore,  that  proposal  was  acceded  to,  not  only  all  thofe  ^ 
who  are  here  in  prifon  in  virtue  of  that  z&  muft  be  liberated, 
but  alfo  thofe  who  have  been  fent  hither  froiii  Ireland ;  a 
circumftanice  of  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  made  the 
propofal  docs  not  feem  to  be  aware.  The  Gentlemen  oppofite 
him  fay  the  grounds  adduced  are  not  fufEcient ;  a  great  ma* 
jority  of  the  Houfe  fay  they  are ;  and  to  their  opinion  he». 
at  leait,  thought  proper  to^affent.  The  learned  Gentleman 
then  read  part  of  the  report,  (hewing  that  it  was  the  deflgn 
of  Fiancc/to  conned  herfclf  with  traitors  in  this  pountry,  ia 
order  to  overturn  our  laws  and  conftitution,  &c.  ice. — on  the 
cxiftence  of  ihat  defign  he  refted  the  neceffity  of  the  meafure 
he  propofed.  Thofe  who  believe  that  fuch  a  defign  exifts 
would  fupport  the  meafure  ;  thofe  who  would  not,  no  argu« 
mem  or  evidence  could  convince.  An  hon.  Baronet  (Biirdett) 
faid,  that  foon  after  the  revolution  the  Habeas  Corpus  was 
fufpended  in  the  reign  of  JC5"g  William.  But,  if  there  be 
any  truth  in  the  report  to  which  he  had  already  alluded,  there 
was  no  compaxifon  between  the  nature  of  the  dangers  that 
exited  in  thefe  twoconfpiracies :  one  aimed  at  re-eftablifliing 
a  prince  in  power,  the  other  aimed  at  overturning  every 
thing  that  was  dear  and  facred  to  man  :  thofe  who  engaged 
in  it  were  of  the  lowed  condition  and  the  mo/t  proilig:ite  man- 
ners, and  therefore  have  neither  judgment  to  direft,  or  mo- 
rality to  coniroul  their  conduft.  The  power  that  is  now 
called  for  is  only  a  power  to  check  and  fruftrate  the  career 
and  fucdefs  of  fuch  perfons,  and  the  moil  eifcflual  means  of 
attaining  this  obje£i  wa5,  in  his  mind,  to  deprive  them  of  the 
leaders  by  whom  they  were  deceived.  The  learned  Gentle- 
man then  proceeded  to  prove  that  this  power  might  be  f^felv 
entrufted  in  the  hands  of  the  Minifters ;  the  lenity  with 
which  they  ufed  it  appeared  from  the  fmall  number  of. thofe 
who  had  been  taken  up.  It  was  impoHible,  he  was  fure,  to 
impute  to  Miniders  any  motive  perfonal  to  themfelvei^  or  pro- 
tedive  of  their  power,  that  could  indlgate  them  to  exercife 
any  cruelty  againft  fuch  adcfcriptipn  of  perfons  as  thofe  now 
confined ;  they  were  of  fo  abeft  a  condition  that  no  Gentle- 
man if)  that  Houfe  could  be  fuppofed  to  know  any  thing  of 
vhem  but  from  the  lift  on  the  table.  From  ftich  men,  there- 
fore, Minifters  mod  ailure^ly  cpuld  have  nothing  perfonal  {% 

apprehend. 


4f^  '  WOODF ALL'S  PARLIAMENT ARY  REPORTS.    [Cowmokh 

apprehend.  .  As  therefore  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Houfc 
that  there  ftill  rennained  a  neceflity  for  continuing  that  power 
in  their  hands,  he  was  confident  that  there  were  giounds^ 
aoiply  fufficient  to  eftablifh*the  propriety  of  the  oieafure. 

Mr.  Afartsn  wifhed  that  thofe  who  were  really  gui)^y 
ftould  be  fevercly  puntnx^d,  but  thai  no  innoc^snt  per  ion 
Aould  be  punifhcd  wrongfully.  He  was  therefore  anxious 
to  know,  if  upon  trial  it  fliould  appear  that  the  perfons  now: 
confined  were  innocent,  what  atonement  and  compenfarioa 
would  be  made  them  for  the  confinement  which  they  ,haa  un- 
defervedly  endured. 

Mr.  Titrmy  contended  that  the  manner  in  which  the  pre- 
lent  bill  had  l)een  introduced  in  all  its  (lages,  went  to  teach 
the  Houfe  u>  regard  it  as  a  mere  matter  of  CQurfe.  He  be«> 
lievedy  nay,  he  might  venture  to  aflfert,  that  there  was  jio  one 
inftanCe  of  fuch  a  bill  having  ever  been  introduced  without 
fome  fpecific  feafon  having  been  afligned  as  a  foundation  for 
it ;  yet  now  it  Teems  that  on  the  bare  aliertion  of  an  individual, 
this  large  portion  of  our  liberty^  the  main  ftay  of  the  confti« 
tntion,  mud  be  furrendcred.  Minifters  had  no  authorities 
btit  their  own  to  refort  to  for  fuch  pradice ;  but  he  wifhed 
fcr  more  weighty  and  refpeflable  authorities.  The  report 
fo  much  relied  upon,  he  thought  of  very  little  weight  \  the 
very  perfons  who  were  before  induced  to  acquicfce  in  thb 
meafure  from  the  imprcfllon  made  upon  them  by  that  re- 
port, might  now  view  it  with  very  different  feelings,  whh 
^ery  different  opinions,  and  confequcntly  adopt  a  very  dif- 
ferent condu^.  But  it  is  faid  Miniflers  will  not  abufe  the 
power.  The  perfons  who  have  bee«  taken  up  arc  too  low 
and  infisnificant  to  excite  their  fears  or  pfovoke  their  refeol- 
ment.  Be  it  fo:  but  will  that  prevent  a  miniilcrial  under* 
ftrapper,  who  is  equally  low  and  iufignificant,  from  gratify* 
ing  his  enmity  or  his  iaterefly  by  reprefenting  to  his  en>- 
ployers  as  dangerous,  his  equals,  and  perfons  with  whom  he 
may  have  had  dealings  in  life.  No  condition  was  therefore 
fafe  from  this  oppreffion.  But  what  induced  hrm  more  than 
ever  to  rcfift  the  prefcnt  motion,  was,  there  was  reafon  to 
Ihink  (for  it  never  had  been  denied)  that  the  perfoiis  who 
were  confined  under"  this  a<a,  had  been  taken  up  without  any 
information  upon  oath  againft  them.  Should  fuch  a  praSicc 
'  be  fandioned  ?  Sti rely  tho^  vote  that  would  aifcnt  to  it,  can*' 
^  not  be  juftified  before  the  country  or  before  God.  If  it  was 
not  denied  that  perfons  had  been  fo  imprlfoned,  he,  for  oney 
&ould  never  grant  a  power  which)  in  the  fuppofition  he  had 
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alluded  to,  mu ft  have'been  mofi.  grofsly,  mod  fcandtloufly^ 
and  moft  inhumanly  abufed. 

Lord  Bil^ravf  faid,  that  crery  objeflion  that  was  liYged 
againft  the  motion,  had  already  been  fo  ably  anfwered  that  he 
wCiUld  content  himfelf  with  Aatiog  the  grounds  of  his  owa 
vote.  ^  What  had  happened  in  Iretand,  at  the  inftigation  of 
France,  every  internal  and  external  circumftanccy  which  was 
connected  with  that  treafonable  fydem,  were  more  than  fuf-- 
0cient  to  convince  him  of  the  neccifity  of  the  meafure* 
Much  had  been  faid  about  jacobinifm,  aivd  it  had  been  aflced, 
what  was  a  jacobin.  He  would  anfwer,  that  the  man  who 
renounced  his*  relrgion  and  his  moral  probity,  was  a  jacobin* 
and  that  fuch  was  Bonaparte.  As  9  jacobin,  therefore^  the 
French  Conful  would  dill  endeavour  to  propagate  his  fa* 
vourtte  principles,  and  the  prefent  meafure  was  the  moft  ef> 
fedual  remedy  'to  counteract  their  infectious  propagation  in 
thiS  country. 

Sir  Gregoty  Page  Tamer  was  convinced  of  the  propriety  of 
the  meafure:  he  had  felt  the  neceflity  of  it  on  former  occa^ 
lions:  he  therefore  gave  it  his  fupport,  and  he  would  con«> 
tinue  to  give  it  his  fupport,  becaufe  he  was  fenfible  that  ne* 
ceflity  ftill  continued.  He  never  would  give  up  the  prin* 
ciples  that  gave  him  a  feat  in  that  Houfe ;  it  was  by  fup- 
porting  the  conftitution  that  he  continued  to  enjoy  ttrat  ho* 
nour.  '  He  adopttd  the  arguments  of  the  nobfe  Loiti  who 
fpoke  laft ;  they  were  enough  to  eftaUidi  his  conviction. 
The  meafure  propofed  -was  the  true  remedy  for  the  diieafe  ; 
it  therefore  ihoiiid  be  perfifted  in.  He  wasconfcious  that  he 
was  an  independent  man,  but  he  would  ftill  fu^p^nt  Mirliftcfs 
as  long  as  they  acted  well,  and  he  would  be  always  proud  to 
fupport  the  conftittition  and  the  King.  Under  the  ittipreffion 
of  thefe  principles  he  would  now  fit  down. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid  that  he  had  heard  very  little  that  cenrid 
J)e  confidered  argument  in  favour  of  the  moiirjn.  He  had  «f>- 
dced  heard  ftrange  argiiments  advanced ;  but  nothing  that 
tended  to  (how  the  necelfity  of  the  meafure  to  which  the 
Houfe  again  was  called  upon  to  give  its  CDncurrente.  Hie 
was  furpricz:ed  mdeed  to  hear  it  ftatcd  by  an  honourable  Gen- 
tleman oppofitc,  that  the  loyalty  of  the  country  was  eo- 
creafed,  and  yet  the  inference  from  this  was,  that  the  fufpcn* 
fion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Ibould  be  continued,  becaufe  the 
great  majority  of  the  found  inhabitants  of  England  we r«  en- 
titled to  the  protection  which  fhis  meafure  would  afford, 
^his  he  confidered  a  very  wbimfical  argtitnent.     It  wais  jaft 
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a(s  extraordinary  as  it  would  be  when  the  oppotition  in  par- 
liament formed  a  very  fmall  minoriiy,  it  (hould  be  propof^d 
to  gag  them,  that  they  might  npt  have  it  in  their  power  to  give 
any»fort  of  trouble  to  Minifters.  The  argument,  if  followed 
up,  went  to  this,  that  in  proportion  as  the  number  of  the 
•well  affected  was  great,  in  ihe  fame  proportion  would  be  the  * 
claims  of  the  government  to  extraordinary  authority.  An 
honourable  and  learned  Gentlemdg  (Mr  SturgesJ  whom  he 
had  never  heard  before,  but  who,  he  hoped,  would  often  fa- 
vour the  Houfe  with  his  fentiments,  had  dated  the  cafe  with 
great  candour,  liberality  and  eloquence ;  heinfiftedon  the 
dangerous  character  of  the  French  revolution.  Doubtkfs 
the  French  revoltiUon  was  an  event  of  an  extraordinary  na* 
turet  but  the  queftion  now  was,  whether  or  not  the  example 
of  the  French  revolution  would  not  operate  as  a  warning 
againft.  innovation  and  dilturbance?  He  conceived,  that  no 
rational  and  humane  mind,  and  fuch  were  the  minds  of  the 
people  of  England,  could  contemplate  the  prugrefs  of  the 
rrench  revolution,  in  many  of  its  fcenes,  without  horror  and 
deteftation.  This  being  the  cafe,  what  new  proviflons,  what 
extraordinary  authority  was  requiiite  to  guard  againfl  dangers 
-where  contagion  was  fp  little  to  be  apprehended?  An  hon. 
Gentleman  had  faid,  that  he  knew  nothing  fo  bad  as*  jaco^ 
binifm  on  earth-  and  even  alluded  to  a  certain  plan,  not  often 
mentioned  in  the  Houfe,  the  evils  of  u'hich  there  was  little 
danger  that  the  honourable  Gentleman  himfelf,  and  he  hoped 
no  other  Member  of  the  Houfe,  would  ever  know  from  ex- 
perience. But  what  did  all  this  prove,  but  that  jacobinifm 
was  fodeteftable  that  in  this  coimtry  it  conUi.not  have  par- 
tisans. Indeed,  it  was  evident  that  the  principles  of  jaco- 
binifm had  loft  all  their  force.  In  fact,  every  thing  in  this 
country  fhowed  that  there  was  a  more  than  ufual  coklnefs  to 
reform,  a  more  than  ufual  indifpofition  to  any  thing  that 
cob  Id  be  confidered  as  innovation.  What  fymptoms  of  dan- 
ger then  cxiftcd  ?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  fafd  that  the 
principles  of  jacobinifm  could  never  be  cradicaitd  from  the 
mind  where  they  had  any  hold.  If  the  argument  was  well 
founded,  how  far  was  precaution  to  be  carrl-d  ?  when  would 
the  neceflity  of  the  fvifpcnfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus^  ceafe  ? 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  himfelf  was  an  example  that  men 
might  change  fentiments  which  they  had  long  profeffcd  and 
inculcated.  As  he  had  yielded  to  the  evidence  of  facts  on  the 
fubjcct  of  parliamentary  reform,  might  not  men,  who  had  • 
once  thought  that  French  principles  were  favourable  to  U- 
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berty,  renouilce  that  opinion  .when  they  law  their  evil  tenw 
dency,  and  their  pernicious  practices?  Another  rigkt  hon*. 
Gentleman  obpofite  was  an  example  too  how  men  might 
change  their  tentimehts.     He  had  confidered  the  right  hoa» 
Oentleman  as  unfit  to  be  Mioiderj  now  he  held  htm  to  be 
the  only  perfon  worthy  to  be  a  Minifter*.    Why  then  might 
tiot  men^  from  the  evidence  of  facts*  change  their  views  f6» 
fpecting  the  French  revolution?  Be(idQS>  he  conceived  that 
no  coroparifon  could  be  made  ^between  this  country  and 
f'rance,  with  regard  to  the  operation  of  any  political  opi« 
nions.  The  French  had  juil  thrown  oW  a  grinding  degrading 
dcfpotifm,  and  there  the  danger  of  popular  excefs  was  to  be 
apprehended.  Here  tht  people  had  been  accuftomod  to  iiheitv 
and  wfere  not  in  the  fame  danger  of  running  into  licentiouik 
fiefs.     It  was  utterly  falie  in  reafoning*  therefore,  to  argue  as 
if  the  cafes  were  the  fame.    A  right  hon.  Gentleman  oppo^ 
fite  had  made  feveral  fimiles  on  this  fubjeA  about  fhangingof 
toatsi  no»  flnrts  it  was;  of  wolves*  and  fo  forth.     But,  if 
the  fimile  of  the  wolf  is  to  be  kept  up,  furely  becaufe  the 
\voIf  may  have  got  loofe,  it  is  not  necciTary  to  Ihouc  the 
houfe*dog !  In  talking  of  French  prihcifries,  and  the  dang^ 
to  be  apprehended  from  them.  It  ought  never  to  be  forgotten 
that  in  the  charader  of  the  Englifli  people  there  is  a  fure  de« 
fence  againd  the  danger  which  is  apprehended.     It  had  been 
faid  that  we  otved  the  maintenance  of  the  Conftitution  td  the 
tneafures  in  qiieilion ;  bat  he  ihould  ever  contend  (hat  our 
fsfety  was  owing  to  the  good  fenfei  to  the  found  ttiorality^and 
the  difcernment  of  the  people  themfelves.     The  great  ma- 
jority of  the  people  had  always  been  found.     There  had  in- 
deed been  fome  foplifli   nfitmicry:    an  abfurd. mimicry  of 
French  prooeodtngs.     There  were,  indeed,  reports  of  the 
Houfe  on  the  fubjed.  Of  them  he  muft  fpeak  with  delicacy  \ 
but  at  the  fame  tiitie  the  verdict  of  various  Juries  had  cfkn-^ 
blilhed  conclafions  dilFerent  from  thofe  of  the  reports.     The 
Judge  who  prefided  on  the  trials  alluded  to,  had  (aid  that  the 
parties  arraigned  were  *'  infignificant :  that  they  were  with^ 
out  leaders,  money,  or  even  zeal  !*'  What  danger,  indeed, 
could  have  arifen  from  men  whofe  magaxine  confided  o£ 
Feven  muf^uets^  whofe  difcipline  was  carried  on  in  a  back** 
earret  by  the  light.df  a  farthing  candle,  and  whofe  whole  tree* 
ftiry  confided  of  lol.  15s.  ?     It  was  eafy  to  conceive  that  it 
might  be  tbe  intereft  of  Minifters  to  give  a  greater  im* 
portaoce  to  fuch  alarms  thanihey  deferved,  as  at  all  timet 
fuch  expedients  had  been  pra'ftvGad.    A  gentleman  had  oope 
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•fiiid  (with  foine  confefion  of  nietaphor/to  be  fure),  tha( 
A*  tfie*teeftth  of  tbe  noftrils  of  th«  Conftitution  Was  in  the 
j4imfter*ft  tongae!"'  For  his  part  he  confiderrd  tbe  breath  of 
ihc  noftrils  of  tbeCoafiituUon  to  be  in  the  Haian  Corpus  A8U 
96t  this  r^bn  he  was  agminft  continuinff  its  fufpeniioo*  He 
was  agaihft  furniibing  new  precedelits  tor  fuck  a)  tneafure^. 
efpeotaHy  precedents  fupported  by  no  neceiScy.  The  cafes 
Hi  Kfaig  WUIiam's  ttine  were  far  differeat  from  the  prefenc  t 
than  perhaps  theniajmty  of  the  country  were  arerie  to  ht» 
dominion ;  his  enemies  were  ^eat,.  noble  and  powerful,  fome 
pftbem  afterwards  fufiercd  tor  their  .principles,  and  feverat 
f  e*bellion^  were  afterwards  their  confeqtiences.  Surely  there 
Wliis  nothiog  like  this  at  prefent.  Thre  cHfaiefted  are  of  the 
loweft  ordter,  without  means,  money,  ot  even  zeal.  Were,, 
then,  fuch  legal  precautions  now  nec€fr.ifry  to  guard  our  Con* 
fiirtnton  ?  But*  it  was  fatd  that^  perhaps;  the  tranquillity  which^ 
flow  prevailed  was  dehtlive :  in  proof  of  this,  war  adduced  the 
Infbnce  of  the  Irifh  rebellion'  breaking  out  on thp  arreft  of"  - 
Lord  Edward  FitzgeraM,  when  etrery  thing  wks  fuppofed  to 
lie  tranquil.  But,  was  every  thing  fvppofed  tranquil?  Had 
ntit  the  reports  of  the  Houfes  of  F^rliament  Ibted  the  dan.^ 

Sr,  and  even,  as  it  appeared,  exaggerated  the  means  and  re- 
jrces  of  the  rebels?  Had  not  Lord  Fitzwtlliaoi  predidetE 
what  woilld  be  the  confequence  of  the  fyftem  of  government 
purfoed  in  that  country  ?  As  to  the  ufe  which  bad  been  made 
of  the  power  thos  entruftcd  toMiniilers,  thi^  much  he  would 
only  fay,  that  this  was  not  a  coofideration  that  ought  to- 
weigh,  when  a  gr^t  principle  was  to  be  given  up.  f?e  was 
forry  even  to  fee  that  great  power  dU  not  always  produce  the 
evils  ia  hich  it  was  in  its  nature  to  produce  ;  men  were  put  off 
fkiofir  guard  as  to  its  danger.  Great  power  had  a  neceflary  ten* 
dency  to  corrtipt.  It  was  diflbrent  from  mercy.  It  wal ' 
twice  atrfni.  It  covfed  him  that  p6ilefled  and  him  that  was 
irtie^vidim.  The  treatment  in  fome  refpefis  he  bad  thotight 
beyond  what  mere  cuftoidy  required.  To  (bow  the  danger  of 
vefting  great  power  in  the  hands  of  any  Minifter,  be  men<- 
tioned  that  under  the  Allen  BiH  perfohs  wetefent  out  of  this 
country  without  any  charge*  of  treafon,  or  fedition,  f  art{cu«- 
larly  he  alhided  to  a  cafe  where,  a  foreigner  was  fent  out  of 
thte  kingdom,  'i>ecaufe  he  had  paid  his  addrefles  to  a  young 
lid^,-  and^bofe  friends  availed  themfelves  of  the  Alien  A& 
to  get  htm  fent  out  of  England.  He  likewife  mentioned^ 
BttAtu  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Hahat  Corpus^  tite  cafe  of  a  per* 
Ion  at  ftbnchefter,  jiamed  Paterfon.  Patetibn  had  put  i^oa 
•'  V  hia 


"bb^art  rhe  words.P///  crndP^ta-Jon.  Being asflci^ wb]^.  Htf^dul 
£99  as  he  had  ao  partner,  be  replied  that  iic  had  i^tparti^iif 
'one  indeed  who  had  np  (hase  ia  the^ultnefsytut  whatookan 
abundant  fbare  of  th^o  profits.  For*,  this  pra£iicai  |ol^  ,t)^f 
poor  fellow. was. taken  up  and  tfarowti  Uito Cold-Ba|ib^Fie^d$lt 
and  was  liberated  only  on  condiUoa  of  not  going  witheui  tbicty 
foUes  of  Mancheder.  Upon  the.whoie^  M^JSh^ridsiQrCiaAt 
eluded  that  there  was  no.groiMid  whatever  in  the  ftate^.fho 
country,  no  cafe  laid  before  the  Houfe^  to  jiifiify  paf4taaiei>t 
in  giving  up  thegrqut  iafegtuMd  of  freiedoo&y  be  tliefefor^  o^ 
])oied  the  motion. 

Mr.  EUi^  faid^.he  Siould  not  %e  cnHled.'^  the.  wit  0r  Horn 
eloquence  of  the.hoa.  Gentleman  who  fpgkc  laft ;  -  he.  wop^^ 
Axpreisbioifelf  in  plain  verms,  (or  hisfeelii^swere.  fmCerei 
And  ho  would  fujiport  the  jnot^ion,  >ecaufehex;anf<^<fi^oufly 
thought  it  ht&  duty  fo  to  do ;  and  becaufe  iie  k^iew,  by  ?^ifh 
porting  it^  he  wbuld  a6l  in  concerts iwith  |iie4V^i9'>  and.th^ 
wtflies  of  the  minority ,  of  the  cpunlryi^.s^^well  as  of  fbo 
Houfe.  He  approved  of  Minifters.  pfOpo&ng«to  iufpeiiKl  ti)^ 
HabiaACorpuiXiixx  for  a,  iborjt  period  at  ea^  tiJupe.  :  Thif 
fliewed  that  .they  .wiAied.  to  take  the  fcitlepf'  tha  people  ^poi^ 
the  propriety  of  ,|be  oieafuce;  for  ti^ey.  applied  to  pa»liamei»| 
ibr  their  advicei^smdaflent,  and  by  ttial  applica^ioi^.they  ap** 
plied  to  the.  people,  by  t^us  confukint;  their  r^pr^fent^tives* 
He  alTo  contended  that  the  power  which  ;cbis  tueaifire.  v,0(le4. 
inthefaand^of.Miniiler&hadiievetbeenaJi^ured;  oi|  theconr 
trary,  eveiy  tluag  proved  that.it  w^^refurted  to  wi|h  reluct 
tance,  andexercifcd  with  mercy..  .  : .     . 

Mr.  Canning  (poke .  in  ;reply  to  Mt<  Sheridan^  He  ^ on* 
tended  ttut  thou^.  the  majority  .<A  tho  people  of  ihis.^ouaT 
try  were  attached  to  tbetr  iCing  and  ConAttutioo^  yet  thejr^ 
were  a  fewdifaffededt  who,  .without  the  vigilant  coercion  of 
law,  might  be  able,  witb  the  afliftanee  of  adefperate  army 
abroad,  to  diAtirb  the  public  tranquillity.  He  could,  not 
*  conceive  how  his  honourable  Friend  (Mr.  Sheridan)i^oiil4 
pay  lucb deference. to  the  reports  of  the  I ri(b .Parliament,  and 
refufe  it  to  our  own.  As  to  the  decifion  of  the  Juries,  bert 
ID  1794,  certainly  they  had  not,  la  the.minda  of  ifnp^clM 
men,  proved  that  the  perfoosi  accufed  were  fcer/rpmaU 
moral  guilt ;  nor  had  tliey;  invalidated  the  ftatemcAtsJn  tbe 
reports  «of  the  two  Houfcs  of  Parliament  He  ceKild  not  help 
thinking  that  the  words  of  the  Judge  who  preQded  at  the 
trials  had  been  inaccurately  quoted.  Certainly*  what  ap* 
|i^red  on  tbefe  uials,  was  fuftcieot  to  (hew  that  danger  ha4 
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<ntiiled».sndlo  proire that  precaution  wqs^  neceiTary.     Hecon- 
unded  that  .thei«  wus  not' fufficieai  rcafon  to  believe  thai 
Hiofe  who  h^  boen  the  f  ^rrizans  of  the  French  revbiurion 
had  recanted  xh^U  errors*     The  malTacre  of  $iptember ;  tho 
•froouy  of  Robefpierre  had  not  opened  their  eyes.     What 
ttien^was  there  now  to  produce  thate0cd?  Jacobinifmit^ 
felf  was  noc-eifttindi  in  France.     It  had  reached  its  perfec- 
tion )a  the  perfon  of  Bonaparte.     It^  was  the  principle  of 
jacobinifm  ading  upon  his  particular  charafier  that  flill  ruled 
Fianor.    Ji  was^now  ftated,  that  jocobinifm  was  no  more, 
becattfe  in  theaigument  for  peace»  it  wasnecefTary  to  holcf 
^fs^nducennent  in  the  prefenr  giivernment  of  France      But  • 
4il  faAy  jacobinifm  had  only  alfumed  a  new  modification 
fuitikbte  to  the  charader  'of  the  individual  in  power,  dnd  as 
to  ifs  favourers  being  extend  here,  he  could  not  believe  that 
tlwfe  would  give  it  upfor  the  ufurpathm  of  Bonaparte,  who 
^cre  not  convinced  by  preceding  atrocities.  It  Was  nepeifary^ 
^rskxti  to  conliiuiethis  precaution,  to  fecure  us  againil  any 
I»rtv'«if.empr8  of  the  jaeobinifm  that  Rill  exifted  abroad  ani 
lurked  at  berne^    Thc^ecedentt  in  the  time  of  King  Wil-> 
IbmAf  a  period  which  gentlemen  dii  the  other  fide  fo  mtich 
profeflcdito  ajpprovey  he  cbntended^  went  a  great  deal  farther 
than  this  meafure.    As  to  the  argument,,  that  there-w;»s  no 
rcafon  to  fear  that  fimilar  excefles  ivouUl  take  place  in  Eng-- 
land,  even  from  a  change,,  to  thofe  which  had  happened  in 
France,  it  proved  too  much,  for  it  proved  that  there  was  nu 
danger  to  be  apprehended  from  revolmtion.     The  horrom 
which  had  happened  in  Switzerland,  among  a  people  free  and 
happ]r>  ongbt  to  convince  us  what  dread&l  evib  arife  from 
revolution,  where  the  moving  principle  of  it  is  French  jaco«- 
binifm.     It  was  true  that  the.  people  of  England  urere  true  tcf 
their  Gonftitution,  but  ftill  it  was  neceflaryio  precUide  oiiir 
enemies,  abroad  and  at  home,  .from  the  /Opportnoity  of  re- 
newing iliofe  dangers,  which  happily  were  in  a  great  niea-* 
furecruflied.     Tlie  volunury  force  had  been  of  great  fcr- 
vice4     Hfc  truded  it  would  not  i^prely  ferve  a  temporary  pur- 
toofc,  but  thic  called  forth  by  our  wants  it  would  for  ever 
eontifiue'  to  be*  ctie  pDote£iion  of  our  liberties.     He  trufted 
indeed,  that  the  (tmegle  with  forf  iga  eneirles  on  Briti& 
g^und,  or  with  the  rt^Uious  few  at  home,  would  never  ocn 
cur^  Hut  f^ll  we  ought  not  to  truft  to  their  prote^ion  while 
ixrehadlUll  the  advaciiage*. of  legiflative  provifion.     It  had 
fomefimes  been  faid,  that  the  liberty  of  this  country  had  been 
Veiled  with  blood:  this  wa«  not  hiftorically  true,  lliis  Hovifq 
I  *  '  was 
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waff  the Tcene  of  the  tmiinph' of  liberty;  4hU  was itki  mft  • 
nhttt  its  Jbattles  iviere  Won.  On  that  ^duwl;  %e  tntftei^  we* 
Ibould  (Continue  to  be  Tldoricwis.  By  the  t»i(iidim>f  PteU»»' 
mcnt,  the  trultedy  all  the  dangersKhat  threatened  oiireitipirar 
would  be  dcfeatipd ;  by  its  wifdoim  and  •fii^mnefty  He  traiari/ 
that  we  (houtd,  as  we  had  already  done^whh'focct&»'CoadMtt 
that .  foe  which  had  menaced  our  happiilefs  and  pc6fjpaiity/ 
and  againft  which  it  dill  was  neceilkry  to  goird^   -   ro    -     .t 

y[r.,JSheriJan.bMi  a  few. words  in  explanation.  <  He  war 
wilking  to  allow  the  eloquence  with  which  his  itonouniU^ 
Fi:icndhad  anfw'ered  his  arguments.  ^  Hcwould  hot  now  exa- 
mine how  (ar  they  had  been  lefumed,  but  hetnuftrinieatioir 
one  or  two  of  (hem'wM^fi  had  been  mirreprefeilted^  He  did 
Qot  (ay  that  the  report  of  the  Iri(h  Houfe  of  C(Knmon^  iifd 
not  bceu  confirmed,  but  that  the  report  of  tbc^'BrhiXh  Houfe 
of  Commons  had  been  falfified.  Notwithftandingtheahirm- 
i\ig  repreCtniations  given  thereVwehadVeaiatn^'in-a  fliatc'of 
tranquillity,  which  prbves  that  there  nev^rw^a/ainygnifHid 
fbr'thc  fufpennori  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  AStf  andthu-ftei^ 
w^  muih  ^iefs  now  than  ever.  -  He  had  not* recofcamemfad: 
revolution,  as  his  honourable  Friend  had  alMbed^  but  rather 
cautioned  the  Houfe  ^gainft  ahy  Innovattoti.^  l^eitherhad  he 
^yprefled  a.wiffa  that  the  volunteer  corpPs  (bdliidHI)^  4^tted;i(| 
to  Keep  the  people  in  fubjeflibn'^'  as  they  had  in  Ireltond,  bat 
merely  fald  that  the  volunteer  corp^'had  been  raifed  finceihe 
firft  furpenQon  of  the  A61,  that  '^hey  gave  addhional  fecurfty 
to  govemrpenty  and  this  rendered  it  liiirm^re  improper  ^laH 
the  people  (hould  be  deprived  of  theit  libei'tjefl. 

Mr,  Canriin^  faid  that  he  did  not  mean  to  atfert  that  his  ho* 
nourabic  Friend  abetted  revolution,  but  merety  to  (hew  that 
hisargvmient  went  this  length.  If  it  proved  arty  thing. 

Mr.  Buxton  was  clearly  ^f  opinion  that  the  Habtas  Corpus 
ASt  (hould  be  fufp^nddd,  not,  as  he  was"  teprefentcd  to  have 
faid,  till  jacobin  principles  had  totally  ceafed  to  exift  in 
France,  but  as  long  as  there  was  a  jacobin  governnieot  aa 
France.  Much  mifrcprefentarioh  had  been  made  wkh  re- 
gard *tb*  the  fufferings  endured  by  thofe  cc^Htined'  in  virtue  of 
the  fufpenfton.  It  was  an  ilindoubted  Mt  that  Colonel  DeC^ 
pard,  of  w)ioin  fo  much  had  been  (kid,  refufed  to  go  tmo  a 
room  where  he  Would  have  had  (ire  and  every  comfort,  and 
that  he  preferred  his  foljtaiy'dungeoh  to' living  amidft  the 
o^er  prifoners.  The  people  tiken  up  fr^^  Manchefter  hoi 
likewife  been  treated  with  (he  Uttnoft' attention  and  tender* 
jjcfs. 

Sir  ff^.  MHrnr  faid  that  he  oppofed  the  fufpenCoa  of  the 
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JkAf  becanfe  lie  v^s  inftnicted  hj  it$  coofiituents  foto  do/ 
Thefie  be  cotifidemd  hicnfelf  10  duty  bound  to  obey.  .  He  had 
ki^nl'a  )K>rticsn  of  Bftglilh  btftory  that  ntghfy  of  ivhich  hd 
formerly  igiionm.:  However,  fhotjgh  a  than  in  former 
imiflit 'hive  ^beeii  confined  for  many  years*  upon  fufpi- 
eiM^  he«wa9CocifidttH  that  fudi  a  proceeding  ^kmld  not  bef 
V^iaitijk'  nov4  airi'  that  great  as  was  the  influence  of  the 
right  faoD.  GemfemaOy  if  he  were  to  attenrpt  to^abufe  it,  'h# 
fPOwUfht  uHaMe  to  carr^  through  the  Hotiie  a  Bill  for  that 

^Tha^M<^6ll  arasthen  piitv  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  feqond 
imef  'uriieii  there  appeareclr    *  • 
V     ;  jf^i  98*    A^es  ia«     Majority  86.* 

{Afdifer  sa<!  mote  conVft  Report  of*  the  Spctches  of 'Lord  j^lgraTe 
and  Mr.  $iai'f;ei^  will  be  foond  in  tb^  ftiblb^ueni  Pages,  after  the  next    ' 
Dcbatf.]  .        .    » 

ft  *   *  ^ 

«rThe  other  onleraof  the  day  were  then  read,  when 
'•Mr^iiflfr  moved  that  the  Houfe  do  refolve  itfelf  into  a  ' 
CSoeltnittiee  ttf  Sttpply  and  of  Ways  and  Means,  on  Friday 
Haul;  aad  that  the  Marihe  Mutiny  Bill  be  committed  the" 
IMmt  day.r  OHteiMt*  .  Ad|jmrned. 

tiA  df  ti)e*Minot?fy,  who  voted  againft  renewing  ttie  Bill  for 

fbfpending  the  Habecs  Corpus         .  .  '  ,  ^     \ 
Adair,  R.  ^    Plompr,^"Vy;,       :  ,  ^ 

'/   ,  Barclay^  C«     .  RicharfVon^  J.; 

'    Copley*  Sir  Xi«  .  Sberi^ani  iL;B«' 

.  .)oUiflF«,  W..  ^wk\^,  W. 

Martin,  J.  ,  <Xknvy,  O. 

^         .  ~Mlta«r>^W.  WdlenirC.€« 

'  f  '*     reLiaas. 

StirdcN^  9ir^.  HtAhbafe,  B.  ^ 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

THURSDAY^    P&a.   2dw 

,,The  Jla^t  aflent  was  given  fay  obcnaitffibn  to  the  bin  foe 
prevemAi^  tbe  /ale  of  bread  that  has  not  been  hdced  a  cer- 
tun  pumber. ^f  hMrsi  and  todhe  indemnify  qualHicatbsi 

Tbeif^tnfptffqttfrt uteee Ae l»ccd  ChancelloTt  the  Anrh-f 
biihop<»f  CriftHrrbttry,  nd  the  firft  Lord  of  the  Admimlty. 

SCA&CrrT  OF  CORH# 

The  Arcf>biJk9p^of<!antiriary  addreflfed  the  Houfe  in  faying 
that  he  bad  been  dcfired  by  feveral  pcrfoos  to  bring  a  fu^ta 
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of  high  importance  before  the  Hbufei^  amH  as  the  Hoi^fe  haJ 
permitted  him  to  introduce  it,  he  ihou)d|>eg  their  hordihif^ 
attention  while  he  did  it  inas  few  words  as  fKittble.-  '  It  was^  < 
he  had  faid,  matter  of  the  higheft  momMt  tlMt  flie  HMft 
Aould,  as  early  as  polIiUe,  avinot  to  the  ptiUte  that  thM 
were  feelindy  alive  to  the  great  fcarcity  of  corh>'#bMi,'4l 
-%vas  not  to  De  dented,  prevailed  at  this  moment^  ind  wMch^ 
he  was  forry  to  fay,  there  was  too  much  reafon  to  fear  wM 
likely  to  increafe.    The  other  Houfe  of  f^rliament  hid  elk 
ready  uken  the  fubje<l  into  confideraHoD,  and  after aU  due 
invefiigatibn  had  publiflied  a  report  on  it,  which  was  then 
lying  on  their  Lordffaips'  table.   On  a  former^oeeafton,  when 
m  fiiTiiiiar  calamity  had  befallen  this  country^  their  LorMps 
bad  interfered  as  fpeediiy  as  poiSUe  to  convince  ail  innks  of 
people  that  their  Lord(hips  were  willing  and  defirolis  to  d^ 
every  thing  in  their  power  tolefleD*  the  eonivmftffaini  not 
only  in  their  own  familes,  but  by  recomoiending  ttifrtei  fiaeh 
examples  .to  be  followed  by  all  dafles  whatfoever*! 'The 
right  Reverend  Prelate  then  faid  that  he  held*  in  ;hti  hand 
fomethrng  in  the-forin  of  refolutiotie  on  the  Adljeft,  'Witltia 
he  requeued  to  fubmit  to  the  coafideration  of  the  Hou(e»jindi 
which  he  then  read^  the  purport  of  which  flated  the  exift**. 
ence  of  the  grievance,  and  the  importance  of  providing  as 
early  a  remedy  as  poflibte  to  it.    His  Grace  raid>  he  did  not 
snean  to  aflc  the  Houfe  to  come  to  either  of  his  ref<rfiltions  as 
a  legiflative  ad  of  the  Houfe  ;  he  was  af(;aid  the  interference 
of  the  legifiatore  in  any  meafure  of  this  kind  might  be  pro* 
diidive  of  greater  defioencies  than  thofe  intended  to  be  re«> 
medied.     Ail  that  he  had  therefore  to  propofe  was,  that  the 
lioufe  ihbuld  agree  to  adbpt  his  refokHionSi  if  thet  approiwd 
of  them,  as  the  aft  of  fo  many  private  individuals  fformiiig 
the  fird  Houfe  of  Parliament  in  this  country,  ftom  the  tx^ 
ample  of  which  he  hoped  for  the  moft  advantageous  refitks* 
His  Grace  then  sead  bis  fecond  propofition,  whkh  was  to 
the  following  purpoi t :  Refolved^  that  we  the  underfigfieil 
wiU}  in  our  refpe&ivefiMmlies,  efe  the  utmoil  inflttence  in 
oiu*  power  to  reduce  the  cenfimiption  of  coui  and  bread,  and 
tha^  we  ^illalfo  do  all  we  caa  to  promote  the  u(e^  fuck 
other  articles  as  may  be  found  or  deemed  tlie  fubftitutes  for 
that  oeceilary  of  Kfe^  HUGnufc  fiddler  hohadjmdduht  but  their 
Lordlhips,  one  and  aH,  felt  the  beeefitx*of*fiMAe^ps  bdaa 
taken  to  meet  the  evil,  and  kfisB  the  tSkSt  as  much  as  oou 
fible,  and  therefore  dedtaedetthat  time  any  further  trei^fs 
on  the  time  of  the  Hou(e> 

Xord 
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I/ird  Cii//4M  f  Earl  iff.  Damley)  AUd^.he^oiiU  tl9t  c<»iir|<kr 
tt^  (jpftcchiand.  pfapofiiions  of  :tbo  cighi  Jiev^oidBiclim;^ 
liowever  well  inleQcfedt  as  likoiy  to.be  oi.  the  knltcfi^iw^i 
an4  io^cd^  lie.  was  perfuadiKi.  that  all  legiflatiyei  ;or  paclUb^ 
mentvy  .in^erfetence  upon  Cucfa  (ubjefis.  wairfnoifo  li&dy  i^ 
da  l^anu  than  good.  He  had  not  ()««« ia  ihe  Howjir  .a;iip«r 
days  fincct  wnen  he  under (loodp  a  Boble  Lord  (Lord  AiiOk^ 
lUorf)  ba4  thought  proper  to  introduce  the  topic,  mnl'teifMndl 
th^  trumpet  of  alarm  upon  the  apprehended  fcarciJ^y  of  wfaetti 
s^nd  wheat  flour,  in  eonfequeoce  of  the  fuppoTed  f^iluDe  of 
the  lad  harveft.  He  lud  not  been  prefeat  to,,  bear  the  itpble 
^U>rd>  but  fronx  as  much  as  he  could  collect  from  |he  newf^ 
paper  accounts,  that  noble  Lord  bad  made  ibe  iLeporl  of  the. 
coaimitfee  of  the  Houfe  ^of  Commons  refpectiog  breads 
<;orn»&c.  the  ground  of  his  argument^  and  had  theoceyenv' 
incautioufly  declaired>  that  the  crops  of  the.Iaft  haryefthad 
failed  to  an  extent^  far  exceeding  wjiat,  upon  farther. enquiry 
an4  better  information,  would,  he  was  perQiadedy  Jbeiound 
lo  be  the  cafe.  With  regard  to  the  Report,  it  appeared  to 
iiim  to  reft  entirely  on  the  teftimony  of.  two  of  the  prrbos 
f  xamined  before  the  committee,  one  of  them  a  Gt^ntkunaa 
yiith  whom  he  was  acquainted,  and  much  refpected*  Mr. 
^thur  Young ;  the  other,  a, gentleman,  whom  he  did  not 
j(b  well,  koow,  Mr«  Claude  Sa>tt,  an  eminent  corn'(aclor#  - 
|ind  he  believed  to  be  a  wortjiy  character,  though  perhaps  he- 
poiTeiTed  le(s  knowledge  of  agricultural  fubjeas  timi  Mr^ 
Arthur 'Young.  Tbefe  Gentlemen  were  both  of  them  aa 
liable  to  error  as  other  huqiao  beings,  and  he  could  not  he)|» 
ibipking,  from  what  had  come  withisi  his  own  perfonal . 
^Lnowledge,  that  Mr.  Arthur  Young  was  extremely  mi(iakeo< « 
not.pnly  in  ftating  the  deficiency  of  the  laft  crop  to  amount 
to  more  than  one  third,  and  in  fome  cafe^  to  h^f  of  fhd 
average  produce,  but  alfo  in  his  afltrting  that  fomething  be* 
f weeq  twenty-two  and  twenty*four  buihelsf  was  aa  accurate 
fcomptuation  of  an  average  crop.  In  other  refpects  alfo,  be 
\k^A  great  doubts  of  the  correctnefs  of  Mr*  Arthur  Young's 
ftatements  i  and  furely,  fuppoTmg  for  a  moment  that  Mr/ 
Claude  Scott*s  examination  was  well  founded  in  e^ery  part 
of  it^  before  the  whple  country  was  to  be  told  that  the  fear-* 
city  was  fo  great,  that  ther^  was  every  reafon  to  dread  an  ap- 
proaching famine,  the  fact  (h<»ild  not  depend  folely  on  thd 
teftimony  of  two  wttneileSf  and  one  q(  them  himfelf  a  com 
factor,  and  confequently  not  to  be  fiippofed  free  from  preju«« 
dices.     In  hi5  ovvn  neighbourhood,  in  the  County  of  Kcnt^ 
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lie  did  not  beKeVe  the  cmps  hadfallen  (hort  in  any  thing  Mht 
nitie  ^roportiM  (faittd  by  m.  Afthur  Young.  He  could  riot 
4^it  to  e«ft  Kent,  but  wlMte  he  iif«d|  and  all  arGfond  ilir«i> 
hit  had  efl^iArad,  and*  been  inf<Mlkied  that  if  the  crops  had 
.  Mien  fliort  d^  atl  average  ptoduee,  it  had  been  feartely  iti 
ahy  cafe  tOOM  than  a  fifth.  And  from  what  he  had  Jieaid 
of  thtf'clN>pi>iti  the  eafterrti  parts  of  the  county,  he  hadi  every 
MMbnid  bbliev^  that  the  deficiencies  in  thofe  crops  had  heed 
mtldl^oyerflfaied.  With  regard  to  the  propofitionst  df  the 
right  tevlfrctid  Prelate,  he  was  folry  to  differ  from  fo  high 
an  authority.' but  they  appeared  to  him  to  be  toofeeMeand 
ineffi<ilenr  td^do^any  good ;  on  the  contrary,  they  -would  tend 
tojoccafiorf  an  artificial  (carcity,  and  raife  the  price,  which 
v^s  alWiys  the  cafe  vAitn  Parliament  interfered  in  fnch  mat-** 
ters.  f  n-whav  had  beeA  done  three  or  four  years  ago,  in  the 
dear  winut  of  1795,  when  a  (imilar  agreement  as'that  naw 
ptopofedv'had  bee<l  entered  into,  inftead  df  having  any  good 
cdAfeqUerlces,  it  was  well  known  thai  it  produced  a  very  un*** 
f;(vourabie  dp^ttttton ;  if>  therefore,  the  Houfe  now  came 
Into  the  agreement,  the  moft  probable  effed  woiild'be,  thai  it  ' 
wotiid  fafluende  the  farmer,  in  expedation  of  higher  prices, 
td  'v^lthhdid  his  wheat  from  the  market,  and  bread 'would  be 
fiiH  dearei- than  it  was  at  prefent.  If  Parliament  imerfeVed 
ftt  all,  rifey  Might'to  do  fdmeihing  ftili  mdre  eifedlual^  tut  tb^ 
fitft  gfdhiid'of  it  (hould  be  evfd^nde  given  at  tbef  bar  of  the 
Houfe,  and  in  that  cafe  he  had  little  doubt,  but  it  would  be 
foutid  And  eftabliihed  upon  undeniable  proof,  not  only  that 
the  d>ope  had  not  failed  10  the  extent  ilaicd  by  Mr.  Arthur 
YooWg  and  Mr.  Clande  Scott,  but  that  the  real  fcarcity  wars 
ndthfng  Hkc?  fo  great  as  It  was  rcprcfentedto  be  in  the  report. 
lie  ttmrefvSft'e  rhdVcd  the  order  of  the  day. 

The  Sari  ^  Liverpool  agreed  in  opininu*  with  the  noble 
Ldrd  ^ho  fpoke  laft,  that  any  IcgtflativeaA,  made  by  way  of 
Interference  in  an  exigency  of  thi&  nature,  might  be  attended* 
with  mirthievcnis  confequenccs ;  but  he  could  not  conceive 
that  fuch  a  Report  as  that  publiihed  by  the  Houfe  of  Com-^ 
mons»  on  the  evidence  of  two  Gentlemen  whofe  characters  - 
flood  fo  high  in  the  world  for'^their  fiiperior  knowledge  in* 
agriculniral  concerns,  £ould  be  attended  v^ith  any  fuch  con- 
fequences.  Mfe'lhAught  the  right  reverend  Prelate,  who  had' 
fo  feelingly  C(:Sme  forward  with  Hit  propofitioh  ndW  fubmitted 
to  their  Lordlhips^  deferved  the  thank-s  both  t>f' the  Houfe* 
&ndof  the  dotrniry  for  his  humane  and  early  interference.' 
The  pricds  dp  wheat  had  rifen  rapidly.  In  fome  counties  it' 
wai  as  as  high  as  t'wcnty-five  (hilling  per  bofhcl.     Thr 
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calamity  unfortunately  exifled,  .apd  ought  to  be  met  bf 
every  means  in  our  power  a&fpeedily  as  poflTible..  At  the 
fame  time  he  was  free  to  confefs,  that  ihe  danger  re«fned  to 
be  exaggerated,  and  that  (he  country  Wjas  not  ?o  far  bekiod 
hand  as  to  require  any  other  than  meafures  of  precaution. 
The  meafure  of  the  right  reverend  Prelate  met  with  his  ap- 
'prob':ition»and  was.  except  as  to  a  few  words,  nearly  in  hi$ 
opinioni  a  fimilar  meafure  to  that  which  had  been  adopted  a 
few  years  ago.  If  the  right  reverend  Prelate  would  conleat 
to  the  alteration  or  pmiflion  of  thofc  few  words,  he  (hould 
have  his  eniirc  confcnt  to  the  propofition.  His  Lordship 
then  paid  a  very  high  elogium  to  the  univerfal  liberality 
which  all  ranks  of  people  had  (hewn  in  their  endeavours  to 
fupply  the  wants  of  the  puorefl  clafTes  in  fo  trying  a  crlfts^ 
and  defired  to  bear  honourable  teftimony  to  thu,pttience» 
ioyalty,  nioderaiion,  and  peaceable  difpofuions  o£  th^  gneat' 
bo<ly  of  the  people,  in  a  (late  of  calamity  and  privation  which 
prqifed  fo  ha  til  upon  them. 

Lord  Citfto>j  (Earl  ttf  Darnlcy)  faid,  he  wi(hcd  to  b^under'-^ 
flood  as  lamenting  the  high  price  of  wheat,  as  flatedby^that 
right  reverend  Prelate,  as  much  uS  he  did,  and  on  that.accouni 
as  being  anxious  to  avoid  what  he  conceived  had  a  manifcft 
anddircdl  tendency  to  raifc  it  dill  higher.     . 

Lord  if //^/'/VW  faid,  that  he. would' not  prefs  for  attention 
in  preference  to  the  nuble  Earl  (Lord  S'lftalk)  who  was  pre- 
paring to  rife,  it  he  did  not  feel  himfclf  perfonally  called 
upon  by  the  fpcech  of  the  noble  Baron,  and  alfo  by  that  of 
his  nobie  Frlciid  v\ho  hud  jull  fat  down.  The  noble  Baron 
accufed  him  of  havitig,  on  a  former  day,  founded  the  trumpet 
of  alarm  upon  the  uiomcnious  qtieflion  of  the  deficiency  of 
the  lali  crop  of  grain.  He  would  anfwer  to  the  accufationt 
that  if  he  had  foundc  d  ihe  trumpet  of  truth,  he  had  difcharged 
a  fa c red  and  tifeniijl  duty  to  his  countrymen;  and  certainly 
]ie  woulil  not  be  diTcouragcd  by  the  admomrions  ,of  thofc 
who  were  ptrlu  uling  ihernfclvcs,  and  were  endeavouring  to 
pcrfuade  oiht tm,  to  t;o  forwards  t(> wards  a  precipice  with  a 
thought  Icfs  lU*p,  aiui  witli  do  fed  eyes.  Parliamentary  rea- 
fon*5  and  filcnce.  were,  in  fon:e  cafes,  neither  defirable  nor 
pofliblc  under  fuch  ii  corifliiuiion  as  ours.  Tlie  enormous 
and  incrcalinji  price  ol  brea'^.  nuiit  ueccilaiily  occupy  the  at- 
tention tiot  only  ot  the  pCi)p'c  whow*ere  (i niggling  under  the 
pre {Ture,  but  ot  the  rcprefentaiives  of  the  people,  whofc 
oflice  ti  was,  in  all  cafes  of  emergency,  to  give  ufeful  advice 
groufjdcd  on  due  enquiry  and  iuformation.  It  was,  however, 
lyi  entire  luiUakc  to  fuppofe,  that  when  he  firk  oieniioned 
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this  fubjeft  to  the  Hbuft  a  fevr  dftys  before,  he  Had  exprelTcd 
any  apinton  as  to  the  fpectfic  failure  of  the  lad  crops.  He 
had  iDdf^ly  adverted  to  the  evidence  Rated  in  the  Report  of' 
tlic  Hoafe  of  Cotntnons,  according  to  which  ihe  deficiency 
had  bceil  from  one- third  to  one-half  below  an  average  crop. 
What  the  noble  Baron  had  been  pleafed  to  affert  with  rcfpedl' 
to  the  goodnefs  of  the  crops  in  a  part  of- Kent  might  be  ad-' 
milted  to  be  corred,  and  yet  it  would  afford  little  or  no  con- 
folation;  He  (Lord  Auckland)  was  difpofed  to  think  and  to 
fpeak  refpedfiiily  of  tlie  county  of  Kent,  but  the  produce  of, 
fclefted  dillridls  in  that  county,  whatevei-  that  true  produce 
might  be,  was  furely  a  contemptible  obje£l  ip  comparifon  of 
the  genera)  produce  of  Great  Britain.  It  would  give  neither 
lle^p  rior  comfort  to  thofe  parts  of  i^otland,  and  of  the  north. 
and  weft  of  England,  which  are  now  almoft  entirely  without' 
bnead,  to  bo  told  that  there  had  been  good  crops  on  the  eftates 
of  fohie  Kentiih  Lords.  It  might  be  true  (as  had  been  dated). 
that  an  alarm  refpeding  the  fuppofed  infnflficiency  of  crops 
might  c^ate  an  increafe  of  price,  and  it  was  al To  true  that 
high  prices  were  in  themfeives  an  evil.  But  if  it  fhould  ap«. 
p^ar  in  tbo  refult,  that  the  high  prices  were  foimdcd  in  real 
fcarcfty,  how  fortunate,  how  infinitely  fortunate,  would  it' 
be,  that  a  timely  alarni  had  been  given  ?  Such  an  alarm  might 
avert  the  dreadful  calamity  of  famine,  in  comparifon  of 
which  a  temporary  increafe  of  price  was  of  finall  confidera- 
tion.  Suth  an  alarrti  might  prevent  the  fiifpicion  of  artifi-« 
cial|fearcity,  and  all  the  wild  popular  exceiles  which  are  often. 
occaAone^by  fuch  fnfpicions.  But,  above  all  things,  it  would 
promote  thai  difpofition  to  economy  which  the  refolutionft 
propofed  .by  his  good  and  venerable  Relation  were  imeant  to 
improve  and  to  make  efficient.  It  was  a  ihort-fighted  ob* 
jedi^n  to  thofe  refohitions,  that  their  imprefiion  on  the  public 
mind  ntight  alfo  tend  to  mcreafe  the  high  prices  of  grain^ 
the  fcarcity  of  which  fume  individuals  were  pleafed  to  con- 
fider  as  in  a  great  degree  artificial.  Why  they  fhould  fo  con- 
fider  it  in  oppofition  to  their  own  recbHe6li(ih  of  a  fiimmer 
and  autumn  wet  and  unfavourable  almoft  beyond  example ; 
why  th<^  Should  fo  confidcr  it  in  oppofition  to  the  notoriety 
ofau  ac^tial  want  of  both  wheat  and  oats  in  fome  parts  of  tho 
kingdom  ;  and  with  what  fenfeor  propriety  ihey  can  fuppofq 
that  a  (tarving  village  in  the  north  ot  In  the  weR  is  to  be 
confoled  and  fatisiied  by  a  cold  affurance,  that  it  is  not  right 
fo  talk  abotit  fcarcity,  and  alfo  that  there  is  great  plenty  iif 
fome  particular  villfiges  in  the  fouih,  he  would  not  difcufs. 
-  •  3  S  a  He 
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{fe  would  6nly  rcoiark,  that  whcp  the  ihcredulky  of  noble 
Lords,  under  the  circumitances  juft  defcribed,  was  made  the 
motum  for  rcrje'ttng  all  precautions  againft  a  caltmity  at 
le^ft  v^rypoflTible,  it  reminded  hiro  of  an  anecdote  which  he 
believed  might  be  found  in  the  SpeAator.  ^f  How  much 
vr^ikK^p^l  than  you  r"  fays  a  ihoughtlefs  profligate  to  a  goo4 
bifbopL. .!/  I  vnjoy  all  the  gratifications  and  pleafures  of  my 
.prereiV^^exiftenoe  without  limit  and  without  reftraiiH ;  be* 
-caufe  I  do  not  believe  that  there  is  a  future  ftate.'*  **  Young 
xtifo/'  replies  the  bilht^p,  *'  I  pnrfuc  the  comfud  which  my 
firm  ^perfuafion  of  a  future  day  of  judgment  enforces  on  me. 
It  my  creed  (hould  be  iJl  founded,  I  (halU  at  the  worft,  have 
madc^  no  facriBces  that  arc  not  amply  competifafed  by  con- 
£c;ious  reviitude,  and  by.  the  felt-fatisfaAion  attendant  o» 
yvtgic  and  on  religion.  But  if  you  ihould  be  miftakea  in 
your  .pf,e tended  incredulity,  theconfequence  will  be  rooft  ter« 
'ity^Je  toj^pu/' 

•  XfOrd  Auckland  next  adverted  to  fome  renurks  which  had 
.^een  made  by  the  noble  Earl  (Lord  Liverpool),  not  as  eb- 
J€£li9ps  tp  the  propofcd  refolutions,  but  with  a  wifli  to  afeer-* 
taifi  thcir.prs^icabitity  and  prv)bjble  effed.  It  was  meant, 
be.  faid^  <by  recommendation  and  example  to  induce  the  high 
^iid  naiddle  clafles  to  diminiih  the  ufc  of  bread  in  their  fami- 
Iiet$,,  n9t  in  a  vague  and  fallacious  proportion  below  the  or« 
•dir^ryfonfumpiioh,  but  a  limited  and  fpecified  quantity. 
Qn  a.  full  enquiry  there  was  reafon  to  believe,  that  in  times 
toif.^pl^nty  the  ordinary  confumption,  exclufive  of  paftry,  and 
Qi  wailc  in  many  ways,  is  about  a  quartern  loaf  and  a  half 
quartern  loaf  per  week  for  each  individual,  or  nearly  fifieen 
%iui}CQs  per  day.  It  was  now  propofed  that,  till  the  next 
harveft,  the  families  of  the  claiTes  above  mentioned  (houM 
confume  only  one  quartern  loaf  (fixty^nine  ounces),  per 
week  tor  each  individual,  being  at  the  rate  of  about  ten 
eunces  per  day.  He  could  venture  to  affiire  their  LordQiips^ 
that  in  all  fan^ilics  which  are  above  the  labouring  clafles,  and 
]H>(refs  the  ufc  pi  fubftitutes,  this  redudion  would  be  eafily 
pra£iicable.,  To  this  it  was  propofed  to  add  the  difcontlnu* 
anc<;  ^i  all  pafiry.  In  many  families  thefe  redudioiis  would 
be  more  than  a. half  of  the  ordinary  confumption  ;  he  would, 
however^  fnppo|]e  it  to  be  only  a  third. 

....  fherc  are  750,000  families  which  pay  tlleflfed  taxes.  To 
tb<;in  a>ay  he  added  many  others  not  paying  afleflcd taxes,  but 
in  esry^xircumfiances,  and  of  the  clafs  which  confumes 
wheaten  bread.      If  then  their  Lordfliips  exsmple  fhpuld 

operate 


4^en^e  through  th^  fcix)g4opa/».<j  (hoi|I4  htgei»mily  wi 

fairly  adopted)  the  benefit  of  the  meafure  might  be  ade^uaff 

to  ti],e.whQle!  embarrajOTmem ;    U  plight  fpi^ily  produopa 

Ipw^^ring  in  the  price  of  b^^ad»  and  a  ceciain  fufficiencf* 

And  even  if  he  wer^  to  fuppofe  the  r^du^ion  to  extend  onlf 

to  6qo,pcq  hqufes,  or  to  three  millions  of  inbabit^ts,  tli« 

iaving  per  M^eek  woi^ld  ther)  amount  to  one  milKon  and  a  half 

.  of  qu^rteco  loafs  per  week.    Such  were  the  notions  and  viewf 

V^bicb  originally  led  him  to  fMggefl  and  urge  the  expedi6iie|r 

of  the  refolution  now  ifandioned  by  fuch  venerable  au?hlH 

rities  ;  i>ut  qnly  for.the  Gike  of  example,  but  for  the  eflicieQt 

.^jKiui  important  faving  whiph  it  would  produce.     And  furaly 

.  it  was  j^be  meafure  bed  calculated  to  reduce  the  hiffb  price  of 

gr^ip^^f  tbe,«fcarcity  were  artificial,  and  whAMione  CoyU 

objfv^tf  and  prevent  the  ^reaidUil  calamity  of  famine  if  tbn 

..  fiprgity^w^re  real-     Under  thefp  impreflions  he  would  €00^ 

fefs  that  his  mind  was  provoked  and  agifated»  I'vhen  he  hw 

the  ii)(iiffca:nqe  qi  rQmc(he  hoped  they  wer/B  few),  refpeding 

.  a  meafure  of  fuch  extreme  importance;   They  reminded  bif^ 

.  pf  ih^,frcpch  Farmer  General,  who  fatd,  that  **  he  CouM 

|)ot  (;^(^^icc4ve  how^  any   man  could  polTibly  die  of  hunger,  bCr 

cavfc,  fpr  hi3  own  part,  the  price  of  bread  was  no  objeQ  tp 

him».ai.d  he  was  fare  that,  every  day  of  his  life   he  was  in  ih$ 

babi;  ot  (gating  t  wic(^  as  much  as  was  good  for  his  healih.*' 

J^oid.  Auckland  concluded  by  aiTuring  the  Hojufe  th^tp 
thou^ii  he  u>  W2;rxtily  promoted  this  meafure  of  crcoiipmy,  Hf 
tl.e  bcril^^iul  fared  >n  cans  of  fefilting  fcarcity,  he  was  not  tj^ 
)aQlu;jd,io  auy  meafure  excluiivcly.  He  was  ready  and  df^ 
firou^  1,9^  fuppcTt  any  other  fuggeflions  which  mi^t  coQtrU 
biibe  to  rt'itore  and  to  maintain  a  plentiful  fupply  of  the  M« 
pelljfic^s  .qf  life.  It  was  yet  uncertain  whether  Proyidenc^ 
fnighl^  extend  to  us  the  bleiling  of  a  good  harveft  in  the  prdr 
jTen'  year  ..t^vit  that  harvtfl,  whatever  it  might  prove,  w.«a 
fcvcq  ippnths  diHant  from  u5,  and  ought  alio  to  he  pact 
yritha  it ock  in  hand  equal,  at  leafl,  to  one  or  two  months 
i:oiifumption :  he  was  much  furprifedf  therefone,  at  the  ieyity 
wi;h  which  fonie  individuals,  both  in  and  out  of  parliament 
inveighed  ag^inft  farmers  and  fadors  for  not  hunting  all  th^ 
ix>i:n  to  maijcet.  It  was  become  neceflary,  though  painful^ 
lo  compare  the  fcarcity  of  1800,  with  the  fcarcity  of  1796-^ 
the  parliamentary  rt:ports  o(  1796  Aated,  as  at  prefent,  tbae 
the  wheat  had  been  one-feveiitK  bt  one-fifth  below  an  average 
crop.  Bui  tlie  barley  and  .oats  of  that  harveft'had  been  one* 
I'^fvb  better  tbaaan  ayera^e^crpp  ^  jp  tbe  biirveA^l7^tbqr 

ara 
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are  fuppofcd  to  have  been,  at  lead,  one-iifth  below  an  average 
crop. 

He  had  ftated,  on  a  former  occafiony  that  fome  confider-r 
abk  aid  might  be  expe£led  from  other  (countries:  not,  hoW"*- 
ever,  to  the  extent  which  fome  perfons  were  pleafed  to  fup* 
pofe.  Lead  of  all,  could  much  be  attainable  ^m  France, 
even  if  the  intercourfe  were  open.  It  was  well  koown  tha% 
in  times  of  peace  and'of  good  harvefts,  France  never  had 
j^rodticecl  fdfficient  for  her  own  confumption.  Mc.  Necker 
had  explained  this  circamftance  with  much  detail  and  accu- 
racy. All  afliirances,  therefore,  Q^f  a  great  fupply  c^corn  to 
Ije  eventually  drawn  from  France,  were  utterly  unworthy  of 
regard,  and  to  be;  attributed  either  to  grof»  ignorance,  or  to 
the  malignant  defigns  of  French  fraternity.  His  country-- 
men  would  find  their  beft  and  fured  fupply  in  their  ownrei- 
fources,  and  mod  particularly  by  reducing  their  confumption 
conformably  to  the  rcfolutions  which  the  right  Rev.  Preiato 
had  propofed,  and  which  the  Houfe  (it  was  hoped),  would 
unanimoufly  adopt. 

'  Lord  Otfton  (Earl  of  Darnley),  rofe  again  to  explain,  and 
declared  that  he  thought  all.  interference  in  either  Houfe  of 
Parliament,  whether  legiflative  or  not,  on  fo  very  important 
a  fubje£l  highly  improper,  and  much  more  likely  to  raife  the 
price  of  corn  than  lower  it.  He  fliould,  therefore,  dill  con- 
linue  to  think  the  noble  Lord,  notwithdanding  what  he  had 
faid,  had  aded  very  unwifcly  in  founding  the  trumpet  of 
alarm  without  fuSicient  caufe,  and  hoiding  the  flag  of  dif- 
trfffs,  before  rhecxidenceof  any  real  didrefs  had  beenproved.^ 
His  Lordlhip  repeated  his  former  declaration,  that  he  verily 
b^ieved  the  fcarcity  was  not  fo  great  as  it  was  pretended  to 
t>e,  and  that  if  competent  witnefles  were  called  to  the  bar  and 
examined,  it  would  be  made  evident  to  the  fatisfa<£lion  of 
iheir  Lorddiips,  t!u2t  it  had  been  much  exaggerated.  Much, 
therefore,  as  \v:  refpedled  the  venerable  Prelate,  who  had 
fuggcdcd  the  .i;J:rpement,  he  could  not,  for  one,  think  of 
toming  into  fni  h  a  meafurc,  which,  if  the  fcardity  were  as 
alarming  as  it  ii.id  been  reprefented,  would  be  found  to  be 
cemtemptibly  inatlequate  as  an  efiicient  remedy;  he  did  not 
^h]e&  to  the  agreement  in  itfelf,  but  to  the  manner  of  itc 
being  brotight  fbrward ;  indeed,  he  admitted  there  was  t. 
fcarcity,  to  a  certain  degree,  and  fo  fully  convinced  was  he 
that  all  nieafure$  of  pradicable  oeconomy  in  families  would 
^'good,  that  he  had  fometime  fmce  done  every  thing  in  his 
^wn  family  to  ledep  the  CQfifumption  of  wheat,  as  far  as 
*^  could 
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could  be-teafanably  done^  in  refpeA  to  bread,  and  every  other 
article  ufed  for  the  fupport  of  life« 

The  Eari  of  Suffolk  Isimented  very  much  that  any  lucK, 
event  as  the  prefent  fiiould  call  for  their  Lordships,  couifidera* 
tion.  '  He  approved,  however,  of  the  meaibre  oqw  propofed 
by  the  right  Rev.  ^^relate,  and  hoped  the  Houfe  would. agreo 
to  it;  but  he  begged  leave  to  warn  the  Houfe,  that.th.ia 
fearcity  of  corn  was  a  radical  and  growing  evil,  owing  to 
the  immenfe  wafte  lands  which  were  fufFered  to  lijs  uncuiti* 
vated^in  every  part  of  the  country.  His  Xordlhip  then  re- 
conitnended  the  Houfe  to  confider  how  far  rice  mixed  with 
flour  might  be  made  a  fubftitute  for  bread,  and  aflured  tho 
Houfe  that  he  had  eaten  rice  bread,  mixed  with  flqur,  oi  aa 
good  a  quality  and  as  pleafant  to  the  palate  as  any  wheatca 
bread  he  had  ever  tafled;.  His  Lord  (hip  after  ftating  the  im-* 
nenfe  quantity  of  acres  of  wafte  lands  in  the  different  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  and  mentioning,  in  particular,  that.there 
were-  500  acres  on  one  of  his  own  efiates,  and  2000  o{i 
ariother,  waiting  in  expedation  of  a  general  enclofure  bill  ; 
he  begged  leave  to  fugged  as  a  means  of  applying  an  elHcient 
relief  to  the  prefent  fcarcity  of  wheat,  and  wheat  flour,  foi^ 
every  part(h  in  London  and  Wedminfter,  to  appoint  a  Com^ 
mittee.  Who  fhonld  invite  a  general  emulation  among  the  pa-* 
riihioners  to  endeavour  to  find  the  bell  and  cheaped  fubiH-* 
tute  for  bread,  afid  to  give  fome  rhoderate  reward  tp  that  per« 
fon  who  gave  in  the  moft  pradicable  fubftitute,  which  would; 
require  -the  fmalleft  quantity  of  flour  ;  each  Committee  to^ 
refer  fuch  plans  as  they  fele^lcd  as  the  beft,  to  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  who  (hoiild  be  empowered  to  give  a  premium  tq^ 
the  inventor  of  that  fubftitute,  which  they  (hould  deem  the 
moft  cheap,  nutritious  and  palatable. 

Lord  Hohart  approved  of  the  agreement  propofed  by  the 
Rev.  Prelate  at  the  head  of  the  church,  and  faid,  the  example 
might,  and  poflibly  would  have  fome  degree  of  influence. on 
the  fuhjeQs  in  general,  and  furely  the  abftaitiing  from  the 
ufe  of  bread  arid  fiour  would  rather  tend  to  lower  than  to. 
raife  the  price  of  it.     He  was  fatisficd  that  there  had  been  to 
a  confiderabk;  extent  a  failure  of  the  crops  of  the  late  harveft,. 
and  it  was,  he  conceived,  highly  ufcful  to  take  fuch  a  mea-. 
fure  as  had  been  that  day  p<()p<)red,  in  order  to  convince  the 
lower  orders,  and  efpecially  the  p()or,  that  their  Lordl^^ipa 
were  not  inattentive  to  their  diftrefies.  -     ^  ,      . 

Lord  Romnty  declared  hlmfelf  a  zealous  advocate  for  giving 
the  poor  every  poflible  degree  of  aid^  and  for  limiting  thd 

con  fu  nipt  Ion 


^Hmfbrnptfaiii  of  wheat)  fo  far  that  nonb  of  it  Aoolrf  be 
wafted.  But,  really^  he  did  not  fee  how  it  wai  defirable  o^ 
Iprftfiicable  for  nOble  Lords  to  abandon  their  former  habits  of 
kofpttaKty,  fo  as  (triAiy  to  cotifrirm  to  what  this  pefMutiott 
%ouId  impofe  upon  them.  For  this  reafofi,  thongh  wittiitg 
to  contribute  every  thing  eife  in  hfs  power,  he  could  not  con- 
fait  to  fubfcribe  the  agreecnent  now  oifered  to  them.  Hts 
LonHhip  very  much  doubted  whether  the  fcarciiy  wM  lb 
g^t  as  was  imagined.  He  agreed  with  the  nobie  Lord  kis 
Beighbottr>  that  in  Kent  the  hanreft  had  not  failed,  though 
she  crops  might  not  have  turned  out  as  large  as  thofe  of 
1798.  He  believed  that  the  fcarcity  was'artificial,  and  that 
m  tMs  moment  there  were  many*  granaries  and  large  ware- 
hotifes  full  of  wheat  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  the  owners 
•f  which  held  them  back  from  the  market  in  hopes  of  the 

trice  rifmg  ftilt  higher.  His  Lordfhip  faid,.  he  thought  the^ 
Report  of  the  Committee  fuperficial  and  inadequ|ite,  and  that 
the  Committee  ought  to  have  gone  deeper  into  the  fubjefi, 
and  carried  their  enquiries  much  farther. 

The  Bijhop  df  Durham  faid,  that  the. refolu lions  juft  offered 
W their  Lordihips  met  with  his  mod  hearty  conct|rrence,  as 
he  had  no  doubt  their  Lordihips.  ex  am  pie  would  greatly  ih- 
llitence  other  perfons,  and  convince  the  poor  that  thofe  of 
higher  rank  were  not.  inattentive  to  their  wants  and  necef- 
fiiies.  He  would  earneftly  recommend  it  to  men  of  rank  and  , 
fortune  to  go  (till  farther  in  privations.  They  fliould  fct 
examples  of  economy  and  felf>dcnial  in  every  other  luxury 
of  the  table  as  well  as  in  bread ;  other  wife  they  could  not  ex-> 
|ieAihe  lower  orders  would  pay  attention  to  their  recom- 
itiendations,  while  they  were  indulging  in  all  thofe  luxuries 
of  which  the  others  were  deprived.  He  could  not  conco^ 
wfth  the  i>oble  Lord  (Lord  Darnlcy),  in  his  objedioas,  not 
think  that  fuch  an  interference  as  that  propofed  by  the  right 
Rev.  Prelate  at  the  head  of  the  church,  could  be  attended 
with  any  mifchievous  confeqnenccs.  It  certainly  was  no 
mBto(  the  leglflature,  ot  parliamentary  regnlsMion,  btit«  vo- 
luntary agreement  made  by  fuch  hoble  Lords  t»nly,  who 
.thought  prf>per  to  join  in  it,  brought  forward  by  high  and 
moft  refpedable  authority,  in  that  f<»lemn  manner  which  wh$ 
moft  likely  to  create  a  frrious  eflt-d  on  the  ptiblick,  and, 
therifore,  regarding  it  as  a  confiderate,  humane,  and  wife 
metrure,  he  ihouid  mofl  cordially  fubfcribe  to  it. 

Lord  Grntv  lie  faid  that  he  had  not  been  prefent  whef>  (his 
meafure  was  propofed  to  the  Hotife  by  the  right  Reverend 
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on(h>frmii^lv1i«t  hAd  fftten  fitH9  jO^ip  Lipnl^  fiDce  he<:aj[^ 
ift-  tl^G  .wt9.  q£  •c^pinioa<Mt  ^&  lefs,  dii<atii-^i()n  took  plac^ 
OB'Ahff;  fUi^e&s  ciflier  in  thalrHoufe  or  apy  oiacr  place,,  the 
betcciiv/ The  calamity  had  arifen  frosm  a  diT^jCii&uon  oiF 
Prosridqnce  tnr»fae  la^e  faiJiur^.  of  the  harveft,  andt{hat.  .ui^- 
dou^edly,  every  thing  which  could  ,pr<pperly  be  done  to  me^ , 
it'Wi^^flFvAy  ihould  as  fpeedily  as.  pp$bk  be  eif^yed.  ..JH^i^ 
LorMlbjip  c^uld  not  but  difix^r  fi:oni  his. noble  Fricxid  (Lord 
Au(^kMnd),  in  refped  to  the  dory  \%hich  his  noble  Friend  h^fl 
quoted  from  a  welUknown  book*  He  did  not  fee  that  the 
ftory  VLppVitd  to  the  argument  of  hi$  (loble  Friend  n^r  hini 
(Lord  Cliflon)»  and  muft  own  that  he  thought  creating  fo 
great,  an  alarm  might  do  mifchi^fy  an4  r^ife  tbe  jkI^^c,  o( 
wrhear.  He  thought,  alfo,  that  the  Cotpmittee^  of  the  Hoi^fe 
of'Cpmmons  ha^l  over-rated  the  danger^  and  not  carried  thevi^ 
€iK|iriry  far«%oiA^h.  , 

Lord  Qlifion.{karl  af  DarnJey)  fakl,  that  although  he  con- 
tinued of  the  fame  opini'tm*  in  defcrei^.e  to  what  appeared 
the  general  ienfeof  the  Houfe,  he  (hpuld  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion for  thp^.on;ler  of  the  day.  He  could  not,  however,  (it 
liown  again,  without  obferving  to  ,the.  learned  Prdatp  (the 
Bt(hup  of  Dtirham),  that  he  Was  perfe^ly  aware,  that  what 
had  been  propofedwas  npt  a  legiUative  ad,  nor  had  it  even 
iht  aiithority  of  a  regular  parliaro«ntafy  proceedings  but  |t 
was  tioX  be  denied,  that  brought  forward  a«  it  had  beea  in 
that  H^ufe  by  the  venerable  Prelate  at  the  head  of  thp 
(Chvrch,  it  aifumed  all  the  appearance  of  a  parliamentai;y 
proj^eeding,  and  would  carry  with  it  all  the  influCince  of  a.pair 
liamentary  proceeding;  it  was  on  that  account  that  he  had 
ddpr<catcd  it,  as  he  was  perfuaded  it  would  dt)  more  harifi. 
tlHUVgoodt  and<  rather  tend  to  raife  than  to  reduce  the  price 
of  wheat.  As  however  the  reverend  and  learned  Prelate 
(the  fiifhopof  Durham)  thought  him  fo  completely  refuted 
by  thofe  noble  Lords  who  had,  in  the  opinion  of  the  learqed 
Prelate,  anfwered  bim  fo*ably,  though  they  had  not  condc;* 
fcended  to  ufe  any  argument  in  fupport  of  t.heir  opinions^ . 
he  was  determined  to  prodtice  proot  in  fupport  of  his.  ^^  , 

.The  Lard  C/MfUflkr  left  the  Woolfack,  and  faid  that  |\e  . 
approved  in  the  greated  part  the  meafure  ,broug|)t  ((\rwar({ 
by, the  ri^t  Rev.  Prelate,  if  fome  of  the  terms. were ^o  altfirecj 
as  to  make  it  appear  tlxe  prppofition  and  agrisen)^nt  of^^o|^  , 
poble  X/ords  who  figned  if,  and. he  hadpo,4oubi  the  right  .|^ev. 

Vol.  I.i§p9.  %T  Presto 
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Pi'elate  would  readily  confent  to  the  alteration.  As  it  ftood 
now  it  was  in  the  form  of  a  refolution,  and  a  refolution  of  the 
noble  Lords  as  a  body,  (eemed  as jf  it  was  a  legiflative  a£l. 
His  Lordfbip  faid,  that  any  legiflative  aA,  in  his  opinion, 
would  tend  to  do  more  prejudice  thaft  fervice  in  a  cafe  of  this 
kind.  His  Lordfbip  then  took  notice  of  the  Report  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  and  was  by  no  means  fati&fted  with  its 
being  founded  on  the  opinions  of  two  gentlemen  only. 
That  was  not  the  beft  evidence  which  might  have  been  ob- 
tained, becaufe  much  more  was  to  have  been  had  j  neither 
hadMhe  proceedings  of  the  Committee  been  difcrcct  or*  accu- 
rate on  the  occaiion :  they  had  put  the  queftions  in  fuch  a 
manner  that  they  could  only  receive  one  anfwer  to  them  ; 
and  they  had  been  extremely  deficient  in  their  enquiries.  For 
inftance,  they  had  not  enquired  accurately  into  the  (late  of 
the  remaining  furplus  of  the  plentiful  crops  of  1798)  a  point 
extremely  material,  and  important,  ^s  the  probability  of  im- 
jiending  fcarcity  in  a  great  meafure  depended  on  that  (ingle 
point.  That  furplus  was  undoubtedly  abundant.  When 
farmers  applied  for  a  renewal  of  their  leafes,  they  were  ready 
enough  to  apply  for  an  abatement  of  their  rent,  allcdging  that 
they  could  not  afford  to  fell  their  corn  at  the  then  market 
price.  The  knowledge  of  that  fad  Ihould  have  made  the 
Committee  more  cautious  in  their  enquiries,  when  the  quef- 
'  tion  lay  on  the  other  fide.  He  agreed  with  Lord  CliftoD, 
that  Mr.  Arthur  Young  muft  have  been  much  miftaken  in 
his  calculation  as  to  the,  average  produce  of  corn  in  England, 
when  he  had  fixed  it  from  twenty-two  totwentylfour  bufhels 
.an  acre.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord  faid,  that  in  the 
courfc  of  the  lafl  twenty-five  years  he  bad  had  many  oppor- 
tunities, both  private  and  public,  of  invefiigating  the  average 
price  of  corn  and  other  provifions,  and  he  had  found,  as  well 
from  thofe  as  from  the  opinion  of  one  of  the  greatcft  tncri 
this  country  had  produced  (Mr.  Burke),  who  had  certainly 
thff  moft  accurate  and  extenfive  knowledge  and  information 
of  the  provifions  of  this  country,  and  he,  and  all  thofc  he  had 
confulted  on  the  fubjcft,  were  convinced  that  the  average  pro- 
duce of  corn,  take  the  whole  country  throughout,  was  not 
more  than  twenty  bufhels  an  acre.  His  Lordfhip  then  pro- 
pofed,  that  inftead  of  the  word — Refohed^  that  we  the  under* 
figned.— the  word  Agreed  (hould  be  fubftiiuted,  which  was 
acceded  to^  and  thc/meafure  adopted. 

The 
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The  Rerolatiofns  a^  they  paffed,  flood  ^s  follow^ : 

.  Kefolvedy  nemine  dijfentiefrtet  by  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporat  Id 
Parliament  aflcmbled  J  that  in  tonlequence  of  the  high  price  ind  deficient 
Ibpply  of  Mrhe9t  and  pther  grain,  it-  is  expedient  to  adopt  fuch  meafure8> 
as  may  be  prafiicable  for  diniinilhing  the  cooruntption  thereof,  during  the 
continuance  of  the  preient  prelfure,  and  for  introducing  theufe  of  fuch  ar- 
ticles as  may  conveniently  be  fubHicuted  in  the  place  thereof. 

Refolved,  by  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  in  Parliament  dfTembled,' 
that  the^gretnient  hereuhto  fubjoined  be  engroiTed  and  laid  upon  the  table 
of  this  Houfe^  in  order  to  be  liihrcribed  by  any  Lord  of  this  Houfe  wha 
^9ll  think  fit  to  ftibfcribe  the  fame  bimfelf)  or  in  his  name  by  any  other 
Lord, 

Agreement.  In  confe({uence  6f  the  high  price  of  grliii,  and  the  evili. 
9ri(ing  thereirom,  we  the  tinder (igned  agree,  that 'until  the.  tenth  day  of 
OSsbir  next,  we  will  not  confamei  nor  pertilit  to  be  confumed,  in  any 
week  within  our  refpeflive  famiiies,  more  wheatcn  bread  than  in  the  pro- 
portion of  one  quartern, loaf  for  each  of  the  individuals  o£  whom  our  faid 
taroilies  may  he  cdmpoTed*  And  alfo,  that  during  the  faid  period,  we  will 
difcontinufy  and  eaufe  to  be  difcontinued,  within  our  faid  familieti  all- 
paftiy. 

It  was  immediately  fubfcrihed  by  the  following  Peeriu 


J,  Cantuar. 

Hood. 

■                       *             •    ^             t 

Loughborough. 

James  Ely. 

Stewart  of  Garlics. 

Buckinghamfbire. 

Livsrpool. 

J.  Oxford. 

Boilon^ 

Macartney^ 

Hobart. 

fiuflrolk. 

Auckland. 

J.  Ciccft. 

B.  London;   ' 

Pomfrct. 

r 

G.  Lincoln. 

Rawdtfn; 

S.  Roffens. 

C^amtlford; 

Montfort. 

Newark. 

Northtik. 

Gwydir. 

S.  Dunelm. 

ilOTiON    FOR    PEACE. 

The  order  of  the  day  having  been  movedj 

Earl  Stanhope  faid^  My  lords,  not  having  for  feveral  year^ 
troubled  yoiir  iordlhips  with  oiy  fentiments  on  public  affairs, 
I  confider  it  to  be  ni;iy  duty,  in  the  prefent  alarming  fiiuatioli 
pf  the  country,  to  fugged  to  your  lordihips  vvhy  you  ought, 
and  how  you  might  put  an  end  to  it ;  I  fhould,  indeed,  deem 
Uiyfeif  highly  culpable  if  I  delayed  longer  in  fubmitting  to 
your  lordihips  my  fmcere  and  confcientious  opihioii  on  this 
important  fubje^.  My  Lords,  I  have  to  regret,  more  than 
I  can  exprefs,  that  the  boned,  and,  I  trud,  judicious  advice 
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I  gave.f^jjtjr  in  the  war^  -did  not  at  that  time  meet  your 
lyrordfhips'  approbation.     If  I  can  prove  that  the  danger 
ajFifing  from,  a  OHuiouance  of  the  war  is  greater  fhan  any 
danger  than  can  be  reafonably:  iVn^ginedin  putting  an  end  to 
it-r-if  I  can  fttthfy  your  Loixhhips  tfiat  there  wuudd  be  an 
advantage  ar5fin«;  from  peacv,  w-hich  it  wilf  be  impoflible  to 
9btaiix  by  continuing  the  conitll  -  if  Tcan  prove  that  you 
are  wading  your  refuixrces^  even  if  the  war  was  in  certain 
refpcds  proper,  (ihoiigh    I  contend  it  is  proper  iit  none) 
i'after  than  the 'French  R'epwbHc  rs  wafting  her'sf— If  1  e^n 
ih^W  tlmt  this  war  ia  to  bs  aHril?ute.d  either  to  the  mifcon- 
cepjtion  of  his  Majefty's  minilters,  or,  what  is  wbrle,  to  the 
groflbft  want  erf  integrity  (I  trutt  it  is  attribntablc  to  their 
i^ifcoaception) — if  I  can  offtr  rcafons  which  have  occurt"ed 
to  nie  fince  I  rciired  into  the  country,  that  Ihew  the  indif- 
penfible  neceifr.y  of  piloting  an  ^nd  to  the  war — I  then  flat- 
ter myfelf,    I    Ihall   have  your  Lordfhips'  approbation  in 
favour  of  the  motion  I  (hall  have  the  honour  to  Aibin\t. 
Anxious  as  I  am  to  obtain  your  approbation,  I  am  more 
anxious  to  obtain  yotr  votes,  but  much  more  anxious  to  ob- 
tain your-  conviction  ;  for  I  thinio^  though^  there  are  many 
who  perhaps  would  not,  by  any  thing  I  can  fay,  be  per- 
fuaded  to  vote,  for  a-  fjpecific  propofition  of  peace ;  yet,  if 
convinced  by  my  arguments  of  the  nccefljty  of  it,  they  might 
give  that  advice  in  pjivate  to  thofe  who  have  the  power  to 
terminate  the  war,  as  in  all  probability  would  be  produdivo 
of  that  efFeft.     My  Lords,  there  is  one  topic  fo  important, 
that  I  cannot  wave  the  difcuffion  of  it,  I  mean  the  fubjefi  of 
finance  ;  as  it  is  a  fubjedl  generally  conceived  to  be  dtdicult, 
I  will  make  It  clear  ;  as  it  is  fuppofed  to  be  a  dull  fubjeA,  I 
will  be  (hort ;  and  as  it  certainly  is  a  fubje^l  of  the  firft  im- 
portance, I  feel  it  my  duty  not  to  pafs  it  over  in  filence.  .  I 
Ihall  have  no  difpute  with  rainiders  about  figures,  for  I  have 
in  my  hand  a  parpphlet  publifhed  by  the  Secretary   of  the 
.Xreaiury,  ftating  a  great  number  of  item?,  fcveral  of  wliich 
1  difapprovc^  but  every  one  of  which  T  will  take,  fo  that  we 
'ihall  not  liave  the  ditbate  diverted  from  principle  to  detail. 
*We  fhalt  have  no  quarrel  about  millions  or  pound!;,  bin  you 
will  have  a  pLCiure  of  the  fituation  of  the  country,  fiich  as 
none  of  your  Lordfhi'ps  have  had  the  leaft  conception  of.     I 
^  will  endeavour  to  debate  the  whole  qucftion  as  becomes  the 
fubject  and  as' becomes  myfelf,  with  that  temper  and  mode- 
ration beft  calcufated'to  prbd\jce  convictioTi.     A  Noble  Lord 
acted  properly  when  h^  applauded  another  Noble  Lord  this 

evening; 
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evming  fof  {bonding  the  tniinpet  of  alam ;  your  Locddiips 
will  do  right  to  hoar  me  alfo  found  the  trumpet  of  alaroiy  and. 
the  trumpet  of  truth.     There  is  one  item  which  I  fliall  fiate^ . 
which  is  not  in  Mr.  Rofe's  book,  and  ^ieh  he  has- totally 
omittedy  not  being  a  tax  paid  to  governmeal,  namely,  tbe 
amount  at  wfaich'  |  (hall  take  the  parocirial'  and  county  lODe&i 
but  excepit  that  one  item,  let  it  be  remembesed  that  thore  tat 
not  one  item  in  the  account  which  I  am  going  to  ftate  to  your 
Lordflkips,  that  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  book  i  hold  in  my 
faaod^  puhliOied  by  that  Secretary  of  the  Trsafiiry.     Tinkr 
items  fiated  by  Mr.  Rofe  I  have  endeavoufed  to  bring  to  • 
point,   the  better   to  enable  your  Lordnitps  to  underfiafliA 
ibem  r  ^^^(^  am  fo  difperfed  in  his  book,,  that  unlefs  they 
were  brought  under  one  view,  it  wo»ld-  be  impoflible  for  yciit 
Loidliips  t»  comprehend  them*     In  the  Is^  page  of  this, 
pamphlet  yon  wilt  find  an  appendix  (No.  7},  the  title  o( 
which  is.  **  An  Accoum  of  the  Income  of  Great  Britain,'  wk 
ftated  by  Mr.  Pitt,  diilinguifiiing  the  portion  of  it  likely  to 
be  taxable  under  the  Act/'     Your  Lordfliips  will  fee  in  this 
ftatemeot,  as  it  was  prefented  to  .the  Houfe  of  Commons^  a 
retisrn  of  the  iacome  landlords  :  it  is  ftated  at  the  rate  of  iras* 
6d«  per  acre  the  average.     Will  any  man  fay  that  i2S.  6d* 
per  acre  is.  the  average  foe  the  whole  country  ?  Certainly  it 
is  too  much  ;  but  i  will  not  quarrel  with  him  for  tbis^  tltit 
produce,    taking,    this    ftatement    for    granted,     then    is 
95,000,000! — This  is  the  whole  amount  of  the  income  of 
all  the  landlords  in  the  country,  high  and  low,  rich  and 
poor.     Well,  but  Mr  Rofe  makes  a  deduction  for  thofit 
landlords  whofe  incomes  are  under  60I.  a  year,  who  pay  nor- 
thing, and  for  thofe  under  200I.  a  year,  who  will  pay,  qb  aa 
average,  only  one-fiftieth,  the  refult  of  which  is,  that  out  of 
the  25,000,000!.  of  income,  that  which  is  actually  taxaUc 
amounts,    according    to    Mr.    Rofe,    to    no    moce    liiaft 
.ao,ooo,oool.     But  fee  what  egregious  blunders:  he.  makes^ 
for  in  two  fubfequent  items  he  tr^kes  Scotland  and  the  places 
beyond  Teas  at  io,ooo,oool.  but  without  making  the  fmalkft 
deduction,  or  diftinguilhing  the  taxable  part  from  that  which 
is  not  taxable.     Is  there  not  a  deduction  to  be  made  hsoe } 
.Will  he  fay  there  is  no  landlord  in  Scotland^  whofe  income  is 
below  20o!.  a  year  i     No  fchool-boy  would  commit  Aieh 
blunders,  or  proceed  on  fuch  falfe  calculations.     He  then 
puts  down  2,ooo,oool.  for  the  proCeflions  ;  what  iithis  but 
faying  to  the  people  of  the  country,  the  more  you  are  fick^ 
and  the  more  you  are  litigious,  the  more  you*  are  capable,  to 

pay 
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pay  taxes.  For  aldhough  it  be  perfectly  true  that  the  profef- 
fions  may  he  taxed,  yet  the  iucoitie  of  the  profeflions  ibouldi- 
in.  the  (latement  of  the  account  be  deducted  out  of  the  income 
of  thofe  by  whom  the.  pcofeiiiohs  are  fupported.  His  next 
kcoijs  the  income  up<Ki  houfes,  and  that  he  dates  at 
4»QOO»ocol.  In  all.taxes,  where  owners  of  houfes  are  them-, 
fdves.occupiera^  they  are  liable  to  repairs  and  various  ex- 
peaces^  which  coniequently  operate  quoad  fuch  houfes  as  z. 
dbfaUration  of  income  in (ttf ad  of  ap  eticrcafe^  and  render  the 
ftatement  in  this  parncular  erroneous.  Therefore  I  (hall, 
•rait  the  item  reflecting  hijufes,  as  well  as  the  item  refpecU 
ing  the  profeflions.  •   •  I 

Lord  Aucliand  addrelFed  a  few  words  to  the  Lord  Chan-* 
celiur,  but  in  too  low  a  tone  of  voice  to  be  heard. 

Lord  4S'/^3?7^'^^^.faid9  I- wiib  the  Noble  Lord  would  fpeat 
a  Hule. louder.  What  he  fays  is,  I  dare  fay,  yery  fenfible^ 
and  I  (houid  wifli  to  hear  him.  But  to  proceed — I  f«y,  if  a 
perfon  lets  a  houfe,  and  receives  a  net  income,  a  certain  tax 
sxuiy  be  elUmated  upon  it ;  but  the  perfon  who  hires  the 
Koufe  is  poorer  to  the  fame  amount,  and  therefore  is  to  tha 
£inrte  amount  lefs  liable  to  pay  taxes.  Therefore  the  houfea 
which  are  let  by  the  owners,  as  well  as  thofe  which  are  in-fi 
habited  by  the  owners,  (houldall  be  omitted  in  making  up 
the  a,ccount.  Now,  my  Lords,  I  have  to  make  fuch  a  flate- 
ment  re)ati\'e  to  the  finances  of  the  country,  as  mud  aftoniib 
you  ;/  and  after  havlnii:  Hated  the  fum  total,- 1  fhall  give  you 
the  articles  of  which  it  is  compofed ;  and  I  have  the.  book 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Yreafury,  fo  that  if  any  perfon  doubts 
my  fiatement,  he  may  take  the  book  and  caA  up  the  items. 
1  can  alfo  (late  the  very  pages  ;  and  if  minifters  ihall  object 
to  any  of  the  items  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury,  it  will 
be  a  difference  of  opinion  between  miniilers  and  George 
Rofe,  and  not  bet%veen  mi  aiders  and  Citizen  Stanhope. 
[A general  burji  of  laitgh!er.~\  My  Lords,  the  melancholy  fact 
proved  by  this  book  is,  that  the  expences  of  the  country,  after 
the  war,  fiippo&ttg  hs  immediate  termination  to  take  place, 
including  the  taxes  paid  to  government,  including  the  tythe^ 
paid  the  clergy,  which  aic  a  tax,  as  they  refpedi  thofe  who 
pay  them,  and  including  the  parilh  rates,  which  alfo  is  a  tax, 
would  amount  to  the  cnormotis  fum  of  44,354,000!.  per. 
annum  ;  and  this  fuppofing^peace  was  to  take  place  to-mor- 
sow.  I  wi(h  Noble  Lords  would  take  down  the  items 
which  compofe  this  fum  total,  for  a  fubjed  of  more  import- 
aoct  there  caonot  be.    I  take  alfo  from  Mr.  Rofe  another 

ar^iela 
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article  of  which  I  have  got  the  total,  and  thiit  is  the  wholo 
fubje<£t  of  the  land  whicii  can  bp  taxed^  and  which  he  calls 
taxable;  it  includes  the  whole  produce  of  all  the  lands  i]|, 
England,  above  2ocl.  per  annuti>,  and  all  the  lands  in  Scot- 
land vi'ithout  exception,  and  all  the  inconics  of  individuals  in 
Great  Britain  arifing'from  property  in  Ireland,  and  the  Eaft 
and  Weft  Indies.  The  income  of  all  our  landed  pofledions 
at  home  and  beyond  fea  will,  according  to  the  items  in  Mr, 
Rofc's  account,  give  a  Turn  total  of  only  43,000,030!.  aii- 
nnally.  Take  this  fum,  and  confider,  at  the  fame  time,  the 
amount  of  the  taxes  you  would  have  to  pay  after  the  war,  if 
it  were  to  ceafe  to-morrow.  It  will  then  appear  that  the 
amount  of  the  taxes  is  1,350,000!.  a  y^ar  more  than  the 
whole  landed  produce  of  the  kingdom  and  its  dependencies^ 
according  to  the  ftatement  of  Mr,  Rofe  himfelf.  Will  mi- 
nifters  venture  to  .tell  us  of  the  real  profperity  of  the  country, 
when  they  are  thus  boaftingof  the  ilourifhing  ftate  of  the 
public  revenue,  when  our  taxes  are  not  only  more  than  the 
produce  of  England,  but  of  Scotland,  Ireland,  and  the  Indies 
Eaft  and  Weft.  I^  do  not  believe  any  Noble  Lord  was  aware 
fuch  a  ftatement  could  have  been  laid  before  the  Houfe* 
{ A  laugh  from  the  Crofs  Bench  J]  You  laugh !  I  am  aftoniihed 
minifters  ftionld  treat  fo  ferious  a  queftipn  with  levity  ;  but 
1  will  ftate  particulars,  and  then  let  theni  laugh  if  they  can* 
The  items  are  as  follow  : 

l^otal  Annual  produce  of  the  Landwhich  can  he  taxed* 
Lnndloids  Rents,  as  itatal  by  Mr.  Rofe  -  '        £'  3to,coo',ooo 

Tcnanis. Profits,  as  llattd  by  Mr.  Rofe  -         ,  ,         6,000,000 

Mi'.es,  Naviga'ion,  and  Timber,  as  ila'^cd  by  Mr.  Kcfc  -  3,000,000 
Tiiheb  of  the  Suptvior  Clergy,  as  ftated  by  Mr.  Role  -  4,000^000 
Proportions  for  Scotland,  and  Pon'dFions   beyond'  Sea,  as 

Uated  by  Mr.  Kofe  ....  10,000,000 

Total  Annual  Prcduce  of  the  Land  wh'\ch  can  be  taxed       £.  43,000,000 


'Annual  Taxes  after  the  ff^ar^  if  the  H'ar  ivere  to  end  to-morrow. 

lilltimntes  ot  the  Peace  Kftabliftimcnt,  as  itatcd  by  the  Com- 
mittee in  1791,  and  as  ftat«l  by  Mr.  Rofe  -  £.  i6,oop,ooo 

Charge  incurred  during  the  War,  by  Loans  sind  Funding, 

as  ftatcd  by  Mr.  Rote  ...  3,264,000 

Increafcd  Charges  not  included  in  the  Efiimate  of  179^  (in 
confcqui  ncf  of  t'ne  inert  ale  of  Pay  for  iS,coo  Seamtn,  and 
of  the  A^iny  j  and  alfo  in  confcquence  of  increalittl  Half- 
pay,  &c.  he.  as  ftated  by  Mr  Rofe,  in  page  5  and  6)  i, 160,000 

Ad<littonal  Peace  Kitabliniinent  beyond  the  Ellablifhment  in 
the  laft  peace,  .together  with  the  expcncc  of  Yeomanry 
and  Voltintecrs,  as  flated  by  Mr.  Rofe  -  ii^-^otooo 

Total  of  Tyches  paid  by  the  people,  as  flated  by  Mr»  Rofe        5,000,000 

Paiochi;ii 
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iBCoipe  Tax^  «s  ttattetl  by  Mr.  Roie  •>  •  7i5oo,oq« 

■      ■      ■  ■  ■         m 

Total  oF  Taxe J  per  annum  -  -  -  44>354-»^<^ 

Z)eduft  the  total  Annual  Produce  of  the  Landivhich  can  ht 

taxed,  as  ftated  abore  •  •  .  49^000,00^ 


Anaaal  De£dei)cj  aft^r  the  War,  if  the  War  w«re  to  ceafe 

to> morrow  -  -         *  -  -  -  1,354^000 

Now  I  cannot,  my  Lords,  fuppofe  any  error  in  this  ftatov 
ment.  If  I  ikould  be  coniradified,  afid  tolii  that  it  proceeds 
vpoa  miftaken  principles,  I  tnud  do  that  which  i>one  of 
your  Lordihips  will  imagine  I  caoie  down  to  this  houfe  to 
do,  namely  to  juftify  George  Rofe.  I  have  ftated  the  whole 
firodnce  of  the  country,  and  the  whole  of  the  taxes.  The 
faxes  exceed  the  income  in  the  proportion  I  have  mentioned ; 
I  mean  exclufively  of  the  trade  of  the  co^ioCry.  I  have  to 
quarrel  with  Mr.  Rofe  for  his  eftiaiate  refpcAing  the  in* 
come  a^rifing  from  trade.  The  fair  way  is  to  draw  the  ba* 
iance  by  confidering  what  comes  in  from  abroad  in  contra* 
diftin^ion  to  what  goes  abroad.  .  His  eftimate  of  the  balance 
of  trade  whicli  he  dates  at  14,000,000!.  is  unfair  \  becaufe  no 
aaan  wjll  fuppofe,  that  it  can  continue  to  be  i4,ooo,oooK 
after  the  war  is  over,  aiui  which  even  now  is  an  exaggerated 
ftaument ;  but,  to  have  no  difpute  upon  this  fubjed,  I  will 
take  the  fuppofed  balance  of  trade  exaAly  as  he  gives  H« 
Now,  my  Loifis..  as  to  the  comparative  (Irength  of  England 
find  France — when  I  was  a  mcmber'of  the  Houfe  of  Com? 
mons,  I  moved  for  a  return  of  the  number  of  houfes  in  Eng- 
land and  Walps ;  they  appeared  by  the  return  to  be  about 
1,600,000;  and  this  fa£l  has  been  afcertained,  that  when 
you  want  to  know  the  number  of  inhabitants  of  a  country, 
get  the  number  of  houtes,  and  multiply  by  4  and  3-4ths,  and 
you  arrive  nearly  at  the  true  eflimate.  I,  however,  multi- 
plied by  5 — ihis  gives  5,000,000  for  England  and  Wales, 
which,  with  the  population  of  Scotland,  makes  6,000,000. 
Now  then  look  to  the  population  of  the  French  Republic. 
I  find,  that  including  Savoy  and  Nice,  and  all  thofe  countries 
it  has  conquered  on  the  Rhine,  the  population  of  France  i$ 
from  32  to  33,000,000,  and  this  does  not  include  the  inha- 
bitants of  thofe  countries  which  are  allied  to  France,  that  is 
to fa>,  Holland,  Switzerland,  and  Spain.  In  eftimating  there- 
fourcesof  Englandand  the  French  Republic,  I  (hall  in  thefirft 
place,  dedu£i  what  the  people  of  this  country  pay  for  parof 
(chial  and  county  rates,  bepaufe  I  have  no  iafornaation  of  the 
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-exact  amount  of  payments  of  a  firatlar  nature  made   in 
'  France.     This  xeduces  our  taxes  5,oco»ooo].  below   the 
ftatement  I  made  to  your  Lordfliips.     Then  taking  what 
remains,  namely,  39*3549000!.  and  dividing  it  by  the  fix 
milltoBSof  inhabitants  in  Great  Britain,  you  will  find, 'that 
what  the  people  of  this  country  have  to  pay  in  taxes  and  in 
tythes  will  amount,  to  above  41.  los.  for  every  inhabitant. 
Now  I  find  by  Mr.  Rofe^s  cQimate,  that  the  whole  fum  paid 
by   the  French    Republic  annualjiy   to  its  government   is 
i5',ooo,ocoK    confequently    15,000,0001.    to    be    paid   by 
32,000,000  of  inhabitants,  amounts  to  lefs  than  los.  each^ 
yet  we  are  told  that  this  country,  where,  we  pay  61.  los.  is 
the  beft  governed  country  in  the  world ;  and  France,  where 
they  pay  only  los.  is  oppreffed  by  its  rulers,  diftracted  in  itB 
councils,  ruined  in  its  finances,  and  incapable  of  defen^iiig 
itielf*     It  is  impoffible  for  any  one  to  ccmfider  fuch  an  argu- 
ment in  a  fertous  point  of  view.     The  next  point  to  which  I 
fhall  draw  the  attention  of  your  Lordfhips,  is  the  compara* 
live  (late  of  the  cultivation  of  England  and  France.     Having 
been  in  places  where  I  have  feen  mach  wafte  land,  I  am  the 
better  enabled  to  fpeak  on  this  fubject.     [^Htre  fme  nobk 
Lords  on  the  fFoolfackfeemed inattentive.'^    I  ill u ft  beg,  faid  he, 
that  I  may  be  heard  with  attention  ;  for  though  this  does  not 
interrupt  me,  it  interrupts  the  Houfe,  and  that  if  I  am  wrong, 
it  may  be  pointed  out  to  me.     I  have  been  in  feveral  diftricts 
in  Devonihire,  and  I  have  found,  in  that  one  county,  more 
wafte  land  than  there  is.  land  altogether  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
diefex.    ( He  was  again  interrupted  J]     I  cannot  allow  noble 
Lords  to  fpeak  fo  ;  if  they  will  talk,  at  leaft  let  me  hear  what 
4hey  fay.     I  have  to  ftate  that,  with  refpect  to  France,  (ince 
hunting  in  the  country  has  been  fo  much  diminifhed,  that  is, 
fince  ihe  revolution,  and  overthrow  of  the  feudal  fyftem,  it 
has  been  remarkably  well  cultivated.     What  a  noble  Lord 
(Auckland),  who  really  fhifts  about  the  Houfe,  fo  that  I  do 
not  know  where  to  look  for  him  ;  he  is  not  now  in  his  place  ; 
what  he  fays  as  to  the  cultivation  of  France  proceeds  upon  a 
mif-ftatemenr ;  he  tells  you  there  is  no  corn  in  France,  at 
Icaft  not  fufficient  to  afford  any  fnpply  to  this  country,  be- 
catife  M.  Necker  ftated  fome  years  ago,  that  France  did  not, 
upon  an  average,  produce  quite  corn  enough  for  its  own  con- 
fiirnptlon  ;  but  he  (hoiild  r^colle£l,  fince  that  periofi  the  coun- 
try has  been  materially  changed,  the  land  has  experienced  a 
higher  degree  of  cultivation,  and  that  cultivation  has  been 
accelerated  by  the  labour  of  the  women  as  well  as  the  men. 
'Vol.  I.  1800.  3  U  Th» 
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The  people  of  France  have  been  much  dtthiniflied  by  emK 

gration  and  war  ;  ibcrefore  it  is  to  be  prefumedi  that  witll 

their  decreafed  population^  and  increafed  ilatc  of  agriculture, 

they  may  have  corn  to  fpare  for  exportati^h^     BcfideS)  iodic 

to  the  rich  and  fertile  countries  along  the  Rhine,  that  did  not' 

belong  to  Frante  at  the  time  when  M.  Necker  wrote ;  and 

it  is  very  material  here  to  obfervet  that  thofe  fertile  coun-- 

tries  along  the  Rhine  communicate  to  Great  Brttain  by  wa* 

ler  carriage,  and  that  from  their  not  having  been  able,  on  ac*  * 

count  of  the  war,-  to  carry  their  produce  by  Tea  to  other  coun- 

fries,  nor  to  the  fouth  of  France,  that  there  is  every  reafon 

to  think  that  corn  might  be  procured  in  great  quantities  from 

thofe  countries,  to  relieve  the  prefent  alarming  fcarctty  in 

Great  Britain;     What  I  mean  to  offer  as  an'tiurgttment  from 

tl^is,  is,  that  if  you  take  the|>roduce  of  the  whole  cultivated 

land  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  whok'  cultivated  land  of  new 

France,  that  is  to  fay,  of  the. whole  cotmtry,  extending  from 

the  Pyrennees  tp  the  Rhine,  and  from  the  EngliOi  Channel  to 

the  Alps,  to ihe  (aine market,  the  amountof  the  latter  would, 

be  fix  times  as  much  as  the  former ;  fo  thatthe  produce  of  the 

land  of  France  is  upwards  of  2co,ooo,oool.  more  than  that  of 

England  and  its  dependencies,  including  alfo  the  i4,ooO|OOol. 

dated. by  Mr.  Rofe  as  the  balance  of  trade  in  our  favour. 

Confequently,  giving  onrfclves  all  the  benefit  of  our  trade, 

and  fuppofing  France  to  have  none  at  ail,  (till  the  advantage 

in  favour  of  the  Republic  is  confiderably  above  ten  to  three. 

Then,  I  aflc»  what  ground  is  there  for  flating  France  as  a 

ruined  country,  and  incapable  of  carrying  on  the  war  ?  Sup- 

pofe  two  men  of  equal  income,  and  one  of  them  does  as 

France  does^  that  is,  lives  within  his,  while  the  other,  like 

£ngla«id,  exceeds  it;  can  thefe  be  put  in  competition  with 

each  other,  as  to  whofe  finances  will  hoM  the  longer  r   Be- 

lides,  if  there  are  two  anen  of  equal  income,  and  one  pays 

61.  los.  a  year,  for  every  los.  which  the  otber  pays,  is  thefc 

any  comparifon  between  tbem  ?   Is  not  the  man  who  pays 

no  tythes  more  capable  of  fupporting  himfe^f  than  he  who 

pays  them  (as  is  the  cSife  in  England  ?)  Then,  as  to  the  af- 

fiflance  you  can  derive.from  national  lands,  you  have  none. 

Again,  fuppufc  two  noen,  one  with  a  clear  unincumbered 

eilate,  and  another  with  a  mortgaged  one^  can  they  fpend 

tippn  the  fame  fyflcm  r  Muft  not  the  man  with  the  mortgaged 

eftate  be  fir  (I  exhaufted  ?  And  the  national  debt  is  clearly  an 

enormous  mortgage  on  the  lands  of  England ;  whereas  the 

French,  by  carrying  on  tlie  war  without  borrowing  any  con- 

fiderable 
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fiderable  futn,  are  in  that  refped  in  a  nuich  better  fituation 
than  us.     If  this  is  not  palpable*  then  there  is  ho  truth  in 
arithmetic,  or  in  figures.     I  (ball  now  proceed  to  conGder 
the  confequencef^.al  continuing  the  war.     The  firftobjeA 
that  prefents  itfelf  is  your  increafed and  incalculaUeeicpences. 
I  aifcrt,  that  utter  and  inevitable  ruin  awaits  the  country  if 
you  go  on  with  the  war.     When  the  people  of  France  are 
paying  los*  a  bead,,  and  thofe  in  this  country  61.  ids.  will  it 
not  have  a  very  material  eiFe^l  upon  your  manufadnres  as 
fopn  as  peace  arrives*  and  then  enable  all  nations  to  rnide 
without  interruption  ?  How  can  you  contend  againft  France, 
while  the  price  of  labour  is  at  fo  enormous  a  rate  ?  How  is 
it  polGble  you  can- prevent  her  from  underfelling  you  in  the 
markets  r    I   will  give  you  an  inftance.     Your  LordOiips 
know  that  fome  of  the  articles  of  trade  of  this  country  were 
ufcd  to  be  exported  duty  free ;  before  this  war,  fugars  from 
the  Weft  IrtdicSy  were  exported  without  paying  any  tax ; 
but  .there  being  a  war*  not  for  the  deliverance  of-  Englafnd, 
for  (he  did  not  require  to  be  delivered^  but  fov  the  deliverance  '' 
of  Europe  ;  fuch  a  deliverance  as  thai  of  Jerufalem  at  the 
time  of  the  crufadea:   for  I  4ook  upon  the  deliverance  of 
Europe,  and  that  of  Jerufalem  by  the  crufad^s,  as  nearly  Ami* 
lar»    But  our  precipitate  Miniders  wifely  thought,  if  Europe 
i^as  to  be  delivered,  (he  ought  to  pay  for  her  own  deliver-' 
ance—* then  how^o  Qiake  her  ?   Why,  in  the  Ihape  of  fugar. 
It  was  not  confidered  as  a  very  fweet  meafure  by  thofe  who 
£elt  the  effefls  of  it ;  and,  my  Lords,  the  people  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  water  are  as  cunning  as  on  this.     What  did  they 
fay  to  it  ?  They  faid  we  will  go  as  neutral  traders  to  the 
French  iflands,  get  their  fugars,  and  underfell  you  in  Europe. 
What  was.  the  confeqiience  of  this?   At  Hamburgh  large' 
qtiantities  of  £ngli(h  fugars  remained  unfold  in  the  ware«> 
houfes,  to  the  amount  in  value  (as  I  have  been  well  informed 
by  one  of  the  firft  merchants  in  the  city), -of  between  9  and 
io,oop,oool.  fterling,  wafting  in  quality  as  well  as  in  quan« 
tity,  and  the  merchants  were  compelled  to  become  bankrupts. 
My  Lords,  depend  upon  it,*  whenever  by  impofing  taxes  you 
contrive  to  raife  the  price  of  labour,  the  French  will  underfell 
you  after  peace  is  made ;   and  then  what  becomes  of  your 
14,000,0001.   the  balance  of  trade  in  your  favour?  If  the 
French  (hould  be  able  to  underfell  you,  fuppofing  you  were 
to  make  peacd  to-morrow,  what  muft  you  not  expe6t.if  this 
war  is  to  be  continued  ?  What  but  certain  ruin  to  your  trade. 
When  wc  iVc  ihc  prrfent  fttijaiion  of  things  in  thi*  country, 
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I  (hoiild  like  tb  know  how  taxes  are  to  be  procured;  tiie' 
beft  part  t)f  the  property  of  the  'people  is  already  abibrbed* 
Can  you  lay  more  taxes  on  them  ?  Tell  nne  where  arcf  you  to . 
get  revenue  ?  Previoufly  to  the  Atn^rricaii'  war,  the  father  of 
the  prefent  Secretary  of  Sate  aflcs,  •'  where  can  you  get  rc^ 
venuc'?"  Becaufe  that  Minifters  fuppofed,  even  at  that  tunc, 
that  the  country  was  fo  grievoufly  taxed,  that  it  was  infipof* 
fible  to  raife  more -revenue  in  Great  Britain^  That  Mioitt^r, 
however,  was  miftaken ;  and  proceeding  tipon  his  miilake, 
he  Ormed  rhc  plan  of  laying  taxes  upon  America — and  in-. 
flead  of  finding  revenue  America  was, loft  altogether  to  this 
country.  Yet  we  are  tnfulted  with  falfe  ftatements  of  the 
f^rofperity  of  this  country,  and  with  the  floprifting  (latemeots 
of  government  pevcBUC  ;  for  I  confefs  that  it  fills  my  mind' 
with  horror,  when  I  hear  men  talk  of  a  flouriibing  govern-* 
ment  revenue,  which  means  in  reality  nothing  more  than 
an  enormous  load  of  taxes,  and  a.  prepofterous  fyftem  of  tax-> 
ation.  There  is*  infinitely  more  wifdom  in  the  American.. 
gi>vernment,  in  making  it  a  boad  that  its  expendes  do  not 
exceed  2oo,oool.  annually,  than  there  is  in  the  government 
of  this  country,  which  makes  it  a  boaft  that  it  is  40,oo0|00ol. 
To  talk  of  national  profperity,  when  the  expence  of  a  gov 
vernment  is  fo  inordinate,  is  an  infult  to  common  knk.. 
Lfct  us  therefore  hear  no  more  of  this  infolent  vapouring, 
about  a  ^ourifhing  government  revenue*  It  is  like  a  mao- 
with  a  fine  ndble  manfion  (dnd  Englarid  would  have  been  a; 
fine  noble  manfion,  had  it  not  been  for  mtfnlanagemeiit  and 
wars),  who  fliouldbe  abfurd  enough  to  fay,  O!  1  am  mighty 
well  off,  no  man  can  be  in  a  more  flotirilhing  fiiuation ;  i 
have  a  grand  houfe  to  live  in,  every  thing  comfortable,  and 
I  have  amongft  its  timbers  a  moft Jlourijhing  dry  rot.  Having 
fofficiently  detained  your  Lordfbips  on  the  fubjecS  of  finariCe, 
sftxf'tffered  argun!M^nt^  enough  to  make  it  your  duty  Xo  enter 
upon  enquiry,  I  (hall  npw  offer  you  my  reafons  for  making 
peace,  and  preventing  that  dreadful  evil  whith  war  has  in«* 
troduceii^ffitb  the  country  in  the  (hape  of  famine.  I  agree 
that  it  is  In^  fatHire  of  the  harreft,  and  the  very  fhort  crops, 
that  produced  the  fearcity,  but  the  extent  of  that  calamity  is* 
occafioned  by  the  war;  and,  my  Lords,  for  my*  opinion  I 
will  give  you /even  reafons.  fj  laugh  thraughout  the  HeufeJ* 
r  w til  (late  my  .reafons  in  detail,  for  notwithftanding  this 
laugh,  I  hold  it  to  be  the  duty  of  Miniders  (whom  I  chaU 
Icnge  crtttbr  to  contradi6l  my  adertions,  or  to  anfwer  ♦the  ar- 
gtimcnts  which  I  fliall  ufe),  to  ftatc  to  the  Houfe  what  they 
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conceive  to  be  ihe  fads,  in  order  that  falfe  alarms  may  not 
go  abroad  inconirquenceof  what  I  (hall  advance*  Although- 
the  prefent  fcarcity  was  produced  by  the  Uftfcanty  crop,  yet 
the  extent  of  it,  fo  as  to  produce  the  danger  -of  fpreading  fa- 
mine, has  been  produced  by  the.  war,  for  the  feven  following 
reafons:   In  the  (irft  place,  proviiions  are 'wafted  and  con- 
funried  in  time  of  war,  to  an  extent  that  no  main  will  pretend 
to  fay  they  are  in  time  of  peace.     Secondly,  there  is  a  con- 
fiderabie  decreafc  in  the  operations  of  agriculture  by  taking 
fo  many   men  from  their  labours  in  the  field  to  fill  up  the 
army  and  navy.     Thirdly,  becaufe  the  war  has  been  a  check 
throughout  the  kingdom,  as  well  as  in  D.evon(hire,  to  which 
I  have  particularly  alluded,  to  that  cultivation  of  wafte  lands 
which  would  moit  undoubtedly  have  taken  place,  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  war.     Fourthly,  the  effect  the  war  has  to- 
wards the  producing  the  failure  of  large  and  extenfive  f:oro<r 
mercial  houfes.    For,  had  it  not  been  for  the  war,  you  would 
not  have  had  the  tax  on  fugars ;  and  if  you  had  not  had  that 
tax,  you  would  not  have  been  .underfold  by  other  countries, 
and  confeqiieritly  you  would  not  have  had  fo  many  failures. 
There  would  then  have  been  more  private  capital  in  this 
country,  which  might  have  been  employed  ip  procuring  corn 
from  abroad.     Fifthly,  it  is  moft  clear  that  the  public  re* 
venue,  which  has  been  prodigally  expanded  in  expeditions  to 
the  continent,  in  building  barracks,  and  in  fublidizing  foreign 
powers,  might  have  been  better  and  more  ufefuUy  employed 
in  purchaiing  a  fufficient  (lock  of  cor9»  and  in  building  gra* 
nacies  to  (lore  it,  by  which  means  we  might  have  been  enabled 
to  have  met  the  prefent  fcarcity  without  inconvenience.   My 
Lords,  I  know  fomething  of  granaries*  in  confequence  oif 
having  been  formerly  at-Geneva,  where,  in  time  of  cheap- 
nefs,  th&y  lay  their  corn  in  granaries^  in  order  that,   when 
they  are  vifiicd  by  fcarcity,  they  may  be  enabled  to  fell  it  to 
the  people  at  a  cheap  rate.     You  will  a(k  how  they  prcferve 
it  I,  I  will  tell  you.     It  has  been  faid  parliamentary  regular 
lions  on  this  fubje£l  are  improper ;  but  I  wi(b  there  was  a 
Parliamentary  regulation  with  regard  to  vhat  I  am  going  to 
mention.     My  Lords,  there  are  means  of  drying  wheat  made 
i)fe  of  in  Geneva  by  which  they  can  keep  it  fifty  years; 
when  you  dry  it  and  expel  the  moifture  from  it,  it  is  no 
longer  capable  of  corruption.     I   have  eat  bread  made  of 
wheat  that  has  been  kept  that  time,  and  it  has  been  extremely 
palateable,  as  much  fo  as  any  other.     Inftead,  then,  of  waft^ 
IPg  the  public  money  in  abfuM  expeditions  to  Holland,  and 

building 
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butldtng  barracks  and  filling  them  with  foldierst  endeavour 
to  expedite  a  peace,  build  granaries,  and  fill  them  with  cora. 
Sixthly,  war  renders  it  neccflary  you  fhould  take  up  (hips  for 
the  conveyance  of  troops,  that  ought  to  be  employed  in 
bringing  corn  from  abroad ;  there  are  plenty  of  places  in  the 
Netl>cr>ands  from  whence  you  could  have  a  fupply.  And 
feventhly,  this  unfortunate  war  has  (hut  up  the  ports  of  thbfe 
courvtries  that  could  fupply  you ;  by  peace  you  will  open 
tbem,  anil  reftore  plenty.  Let  me  obfcrve  one  thing,  if  if 
was  known  that  this  fcarcity  was  likely  to  have  exified, 
mcafures  ought  to  have  been  propofed  at  the  beginning  of 
Parliament.  The  right  Rev.  Prelate  who  propofed  his  refo- 
Inttons  this  night  has  unfortunateVy  con>e  too  late.  If  there 
wais  grott#d  for  alarm,  k  was  unbecoming  in  Minifters  to  bt 
fquabbling  about  creating  falfe  alarms  in  the  country  \  it  wa!^ 
tbetr  duty  to  have  come  fooner  to  Parliament.  I  repeat  that 
the  extent  of  the  fcarcity  arifes  from  the  war.  Without  th6 
war  you  might  have  had  a  fcarcity  ;  but  you  could  have  had 
Xko  profpeA  of  a  famine.  If  you  go  on  with  the  war,  in  fpite 
of  the  melancholy  forebodings  you  have  had  of  its  confe- 
^tences  ;  if  you  go  on,  and  fuch  a  thing  as  a  ferious  fcarcity 
aind  famine  (houldtake  place,  and  that  fhould  produce  a  p^ 
Ittical  cc^nvulfion,  it  will  be  a  dear  calamity  to  a  country  like 
England.  A  political  convulfiop  in  a  country  with  a  govern- 
ment like  th(s,  depending  for  fupport  and  prote6li6n  upon  its 
agriculture,  its  nafvy,  its  commerce,  and  paper  credit,-  cannot 
fake  place  with  impunity  to  thofe  whofe  nr>ifcondu&  (halV 
bave  produced  it.  .This  country  is  like  a  curious,  finely* 
wrought  inftrument,  you  cannot  throw  it'  into  a  ftate  of 
anarchy,  without  deftroying  it  entirely.  It  is  not  merely 
the  poor  manufadlurer  or  rnduftrious  artizan  that  will  fuffer^ 
every  defcription  of  nien  in  the  country,  whatever  may  be 
their  rank,  will  feel  the  miferies  attendant  on  this  country 
beu>g  convulfed.  A  noble  Lord  near  the  Chancellor  (Liver- 
pool), has  Rated,  that  vaft  quantities  of  corn  have  been  im<- 
poffted  annually  thcfc  la(t  fevcn  years.  I  pricked  up  my 
cars  at  thefe  words,  my  Lords,  for  that  is  the  exa6l  duration 
of  this  war.  What  is  to  be  inferred  from  this?  That  you 
jbave  had  (hort  harvefts  before ;  you  had  reafon  to  cxpe^  a 
repetition  of  them.  You  ought  therefore  to  have  guarded 
againft  the  evil  before  it  arrived,  and  for  not  doing  (o,  Mi- 
niOers  are  anfwerable  to  God  and  to  their  country.  My 
.  Lords,  for  my  part,  I  love  the  true  principles  of  the  confli* 
futioii  of  my  country,  but  I  know  it  has  its  alHife$|  and  I 
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Ivifh  to  fee  thofe  abufes  correded.  There  art  men,  even 
ndW,  who  profefe  to  be  fo  fond  of  it,  fo  attacked  even  to  its 
^bufesy  that  rttcy  will  not  confent  to  have  therm  removed  ;  le« 
nic  aflc  what  benefit  can  we  derive  from  our  qonftitution  when 
the  Habeas  Corpus  ASi  is  fufpended  ?  What  are,  1  wlUaik 
any  man  of  common  fenfe,  the  benefits  which  wc  can  pof- 
fibly  derive  from  this  boafted  conftitution,  if,  by  means  of 
famine  hereafter  raging  throughout  the  land,  wc  Ihould 
thereby  be  tiivolved  in  anarchy,  chaos,  and  confufion  ?  I  am 
come  down  to  this  Houfe  to  implore  your  Lordlhips  moft 
earneftly,  and  upon  my  knees,  to  put  an  end  to  the  calamities 
of  this  cruel  war,  to  preferve  the  country,  and  to  fave  the 
people.  My  Lords,  Miniders  cannot  fay  thefe,  things  wece 
not  forefeen.  I  defire  to  have  the  prolefl  of  Ead  S|pnhope« 
of  Friday,  February  i,  1793,  read.*' 
The  following  proteft  was  then  read  :— 

DlStENTICNTj  ^ 

ifts^Becaufe  war  is  a  (hite  fo  unnatural,  fo  barbarous  in  itftlf,  fo  cala<« 
tnitous  m  its  rHe6)s,  fo  immoial  when  unnectiT^ry,  aud  Co  afrocious  whea 
liujud,  that  evrry  friend  of  humanity  (hould  endeavour  to  avoid  it  {  and 
the  elhblifhnient  of  i  pacific  fylhrn  ought  to  be  the  fkit  policy  of  a  wiie 
and  enlightened  nation. 

idly,  ^ecaufe  peace  it  always  for  theintereft  of  the  common  people  in  all 
countries )  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  from  their  peculiar  fituation^ 
have  an  evident  intercft  to  remain  at  peace  with  each  other. 

3dly,  Becsufe  it  is  a  vv«ll. known  fa6^  that  the  people  in  France  are,  in 
genei'al,  extreWiely  defirons  to  maintain  and  (Irengthen  between  that  county 
and  this,  tjitf  bonds  of  amity  and  friendHiip.  And  ever  fince  the  over- 
throw of  dei'potilin  in  France,  the  commonalfy  in  thac  naiios  have  fucU 
irreii  Hi  hie  weight,  that  we  might  reil  afl'uied,  that  as  peace  with  Great 
Britain  t&  for  the  interclt,  and  is  the  wifh  of  the  people  of  France,  it 
would  fherctbre  be  the  conftant  object  of  thsir  government,  if  not  firft 
provoked  by  our  Minifters,  by  Inch  a£ls  as  the  fending  .away  the  French 
ambaflador,  and  exprcfsly  refufmg  to  acknowledge  their  new  government. 

4thly,  Becauie  the  old«  def(jotic,  and  deteftable  government  in  France, 
fi'om  its  Iccrefy,  Its  perfidy,  treachery,  and  reftlefs  ambition,  has  been  the 
fatal  CAufe  of  many  wars  in  Europe  for  feveral  centuries  paft  :  therefore, 
any  aflilUnce  gtvcfl  on  the  part  ot  our  government,  to  any  power  in  Eu- 
rope that  is  endeavouring  to  it  (lore  thar  tyjaonical  form  or  government  ii^ 
Fi-ance,  is  injuruus  to  the  true  intertds  oi  this  country.  And  the  people 
of  France  have,  moreover,  as  jult'a  right  to  enjoy  civil  liberty  asoudelver. 

5thly,  Brcaufe  a  war  with  France  is  at  prefent  mod  impolitic,  extremely 
dangeioos  to  our  allies  the  Qutch,  hazardous  with  refpeA  to  the  interns^ 
peace  and  ixternil  power  of  this  country,  and  is  likely  to  he  highly  in- 
jurious to  our  cnniiicrcc,  which  xs,  the  great  fource  of  our  wealth,  naval 
llrengfh,  and^prolpcnty.  Andanv  n.nrtrial  interruption  to  the  trade,  ma- 
nufa^iurts,  and  indtiiny  01  this  kiuj^dom,  may  at  this  time  be  attended 
with  conlcqucnces  il.t  moff  facal.  The  war  may,  therefore,  prove  to  be 
a  war  againii  our  coinmeice  and  inanu^a£^ures,  againil  the  proprietors  x>f 
our  funds,  againll  our  paper  cuxrency,  and  ag^inft  every  defcription  of  pro- 
perty iQ  this  couiitiy.  6thiy, 
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6fftly,  Becaufe  tvtty  man  of  fettilig  niuft  exceedingly  lamenf  the  mi- 
incrous  taxes  and  ^ippreiTiire  bunhen*  sdready  borne  by  the  peoplt  of  this 
Icingdonu  and  alio  tbe  prefenc  high  price  of  various  ntctfTary  articles  of 
life>  ami  if  an  unwife  fyrtem  of  policy  be  purfuctl,  it  miift  ihcviLablyr  in- 
creafc  thole  burthens,  and  prentually  put  thofe  necclTaries  of  Hie  beyond 
tii€  reach  of  the  laborious  part  of  the  community. 

Andy  7thlyi  Becaufe  thefe  misfortunes  ought  the  more  to  be  deprecstrd^  . 
as  Vt  clearly  appears  thfit  u  would  Hill  be  molt  caly  tu  avoid  tl)ein,  if  our 
Minillcr?  were  to  prefer  a  miM,  juft,  and  pacific  fyitemy  to  the  horrors  of' 
war>  carnage*  and  deva(Vaticn>  ' 

(Signed)      ^  STANHOPE^ 

My  7th  rcafon  (faid  he)  is  contained  in  my  proteft :  cvery^ 
man  mu(l  lament  the  nurtierous  taxes  borne  in  tin's  kingdom, 
and  the  high  price  of  provifions.  What  I  formerly  prophe- 
fled  has  com£  to  pafs ;  and  I  repeat,  that  if  you  continue 
the  war,  you  will  put  the  necefTaries  of  life  beyond  the  reach 
of  the  poor..  Let  not  Miniftcrs  fay  they  have  not  had  warn- 
ing, they  have  been  foretold  every  thing  that  has  taken  place. 
1  then  conclude,  that  although  the  fcarcity  is  owing  to  the 
vifitation  of  God,  its  extent  \s  owing  to. the  war  ;  let  us  put 
an  end  to  the  war ;  let  us  attempt  the  beft  and  tpoft  eifedual 
of  all  methods.  1  will  ftate  othtr  reafons  fo  ftrong  and  for- 
cible, ihdt  they  muft  be  irrefiftible.  There  will  be  a  general 
cry  of  the  country  for  peace,  if  you  do  no  make  it.  Perhaps 
yoti  arc  not  aware  how  near  the  period  of  that  general  cjy 
may  be ;  perhaps  it  may  not  be  many  months  off.  My  Lords, 
I  wifh  to  have  it  underftood,  that  what  I  am  about  to  (late 
is  a  pofitive  fad.  For  your  Lordfhips  will  find  in  tbe  report 
of  the  corn  committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  "  by 
very  recent  information  from  Havre  de  Grace,  the  crop  of 
wheat  in  France  is  one-third  tcfs  than  the  preceding  year ; 
the  prices  one-third  higher  ;  but  compared  to  the  price  in 
other  countries  they  are  very  low*  Will  any  oneaiTert,  then, 
that  opening  our  ports  would  not  be  a  remedy  for  the  evil 
that  threatens  us  ?  My  Lords,  I  do  not  know  whether  my 
Lord  Grenville  is  in  th^  Houfe  or  not,  but  I  wifti  him  to  hear 
what  I  am  going  to  fay.  I  am  going  to  charge  him  and  his 
Majefty*s  Minifters,  that  they  either  unintentionally  deceive 
themfclvcs,  or  intentionally  deceive  this  Houfe,  though  I  hope 
they  may  be  able  to  prove  to  your  Lordfhips  that  their  errors 
arife  from  mi  (lake.  I  charge  them  wiih  perverting  tbe 
meaning  of  the  French  decrees,  and  the  letters  of  the  French 
Miniiters,  by  mif-tranflating  their  language,  and  that  in  paf-> 
fages  of  the  very  fiift  importance  :  and  it  any  doubt  whatfo- 
cver  ihall  arife  upon  thi^  fubjcil,  I  will  prbpofe,  that,  not 
amongft  us  who  oppofc  ihc  war,  but  among  the  noble  Lords 

who' 
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who  vote  for  the  war,  a  committee  (hould  be  felededy  com- 
pofed  of  thofe  who  undeFftand  the  French  language,  and  they 
will  foon  be  fenfiblehow  the  fcntimentsexpreiled  on  the  part 
of  France  have  been  altered  afid  mifreprefcnted.  If  they 
have  done  fo  wilfnlly,  I  know  no  guilt  can  equal  theirs ;  for 
to  fet  the  people  of  two  nations  to  cut  each  others  throats,  by 
unjuftly  exafperating  them  againft  each  other,  is  the  meafurs 
pf  human  delinquency.  But  even  if  (as  I  hope  was  the  cafe) 
fuch  grofs  mif-tranflations  were  not  intentional,  they  are  in« 
ilances  of  very  culpable  negled.  It  is  eflential  that  I  (hould 
call  your  Lordfhips'  attention  to  the  following  tranflation  of  a 
note  of  M.  Chauvelin,  the  French  Ao^afllador,  to  Lord  Gren« 
ville,  dated  27th  December  1792. 

On  rffk6ling  what  may  be  the  reafons  which  may  determine  his  Britannic 
M.ijcfty  to  break  with  the  French  Rrptiblic,  the  executive  council  has  been 
able  to  find  do  other  than  a  i'alie  interpretation  which  is  given  to  the  decree 
of  the  national  convention  of  19th  November.  A  rv*l  aJarni  has  been' 
occkfioned  by  this  device.  It  can  have  arifcn  only  for  want  of  undcrftand- 
ing  Its  true  fenfe.  The  national  convention  never  meant  that  the  French' 
Republtc  (hould  favour  infarrt^ions,  ihouM  efpoufe  the  quaiTcls  of  afe-tu 
feJitiouj  per/ons,  or,  in  a  word,  ihould  endeavour  to  excite  diftorbancts  in 
any  ncutml  or  tiirndly  country  whatever.  Such  an  idea  would  be  itjeAed 
by  all  the  French.  Ir  cannot  be  imputed  to  the  national  convention  with- 
out doing  it  injuftice.  This  cWcree  then  is  applicable  only  to  thofe  people^ 
who,  after  having  acquired  their  liherty  by  cmqutft^  nfiay  have  demanded 
tlie  fraternity,  the  afliltance  of  the  i'epublic>  by  tne  lolemn  and  unequivocal 
cxprefTion  of  the  general  will. 

France  ought  and  will  refpe6),  not  only  the  independance  of  England^ 
but  even  that  of  thofe  of  hrr  allies,  with  whom  die  is  not  at  war.  The 
underfigned  has  therefore  been  charged  formally  to  declare^  that  flie  will 
not  attack  Holland  tb  long  as  that  power  ihall,  On  its  fide,  confine  itfelf 
towards  her,  within  the  bounds  of  an  cxa6l  neutrality* 

Now,  in  this  tranflation  I  have  to  point  out  the  mifrepre^ 
fentations:  the  words  "  ^elqttes Jeditieux^**  in  the  original^ 
ffaould  have  been  tranflated,  *^  fome f editions  perfons^'' intzn^ 
ing  any  number  ffliort  of  the  totality.  "  Peuples**  (hould  have 
been  tranflatcd  not  **  tha/e  people,**  which  in  Engl i 111  applies 
only  to  individuals ;  but  *•  tho/e  nations.*'  The  words,  "  ur- 
jtf/j  leur  iiiertft'*  (hould  have  been  tranflated  **  acquired  their 
fiberty^'*  and  not  "  acqnired  their  Ubtrty  byconqueft.** 

To  (hew  that  this  fyftem  of  mifconception  or  raifreprc- 
fentation  has  been  uniformly  a£led  Upon,  I  need  only  remind 
your  Lordfhip^  that  M.  Talleyrand,  and  feveral  other  per- 
fons  came  over  to  England  in  an  official  capacity,  before  the 
war  commenced  between  Auftria  and  France.  There  were 
then,  however,  fome  points  in  difpute  between  them  refpefling 
the  province  of  Alface,  which  were  likely  to  terminate  in 

Vot.  I.  1800.  3  X  hoftilitics. 
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hoAtlities.  I  took  occafion  to  reprefent  to  M*  Talleyrand 
the  abfurdtty  of  two  gieat  nations  going  to  war  about  obje<^ 
ib  inGgmficaat.  The  latter  anfwered  that,  the  French  go- 
eminent  were  of  the  fame  opinion,  and  would  willingly  ful^- 
mtt  their  plea  to  the  judgment  of  the  head  of  the  only  free 
motion  in  Europe  except  France.  He  ftated,  and  he  ftated 
with  energy,  that  the  French  nation  loved  the  people  of  Eng- 
land, becaufe  (hey  are/r^^;  and,  therefore,  that  they  wifiied 
that  his  MajcRy,  the  King  of  England,  or  any  commiffioners 
by  him  appointed^  ibould  fettle  the  queftion  in  difpute  be^ 
tween  AuRria  and  France.  He  defired  me  to  go  to  bis  Ma* 
}<;(ly's  Minillers,  to  found  their  difpofitions,  and  to  feel  whe- 
ther, by  accepting  the  office  of  mediators,  they  would  con-^ 
tribute  to  avert  the  calamities  of  war.  \  accepted  the  miC- 
(i«n,  and  made  the  propofal  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  [Here 
Lord  Grenville  faid,  be  did  not  recollect  the  circumftance.] 
You  don't  recolleft  it !  but  I  do.  Think,  my  Lords,  what 
a  Minifter  you  have  got,  who  thus  forgets  one  of  the  mod 
material  and  important^  fa£ls  that  has  occurred  during  his 
whole  adminiftration.  This  handfome  propofal,  on  the  part 
of  France,  was  not  accepted.  My  reafon  for  mentioning 
this  hSt  is,  to  convince  the  Houfe  that  the  French  were 
heartily  difpofed  to  (hew  the  BritiOi  government,  and  the 
Brilifli  nation,  every  mark  of  poflible  refped.  For  what 
can  be  a  greater  degree  of  refpe£t  and  confidence  ihewb 
either  lo  a  nation,  a  government,  or  an  individual,  than  vo- 
luntarily to  propofe  to  abide  by  their  decifion. 

Now,  my  Lords,  I  know  it  is  unparliamentary  to  allude 
tb  difcuflions  that  have  already  taken  place  in  this  Houfe^ 
but  I  will  fuppofe  that  fomebody  faid  in  public,  on  the  fub- 
|eA  of  Bonaparte's  late  overtures  for  peace^  that  his  anfwet 
to  the  iirft  letter  of  the  French  Conful  wasjuftified  by  Tal- 
leyrand's. What  would  the  Houfe  think  of  a  Minifter  who 
ihould  make  fuch  a  declaration  ?  But,  my  Lords,  the  fame 
fyftem  of  mifreprefentation  has  been  purfued  with  refpe& 
to  the  language  of  that  reply.  Talleyrand,  in  his  note» 
dated  the  14th  of  January  laft,  fays,  **  aHailed  on  all  fides* 
the  Republic  could  not  but  extend  univerfally  the  efforts  of 
her  defence,"  This  has  not  the  fmalleft  refemblance  to  the 
propofition  (which  was  ftated  to  be  fo  infamous  on  the  part 
of  .France),,  that  France  claimed  a  right  to  attack  ru^ry  coun-* 
try,  if  ib/e  was  attacked  by  4wy  other.  Here  there  is  another 
inftance  of  palpable  mifrepfefentation ;  the  tendency  o£ 
which  is,  to  excite- hatred  and  animofity  between  two  nations^ 

■which 
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vrhicb  ought  to  live  at  peace  with  each  bthen  My  Lordi, 
there  is  one  circumftance  fo  extremely  important^  that  I  mu(l 
advert  to  it,  I  mean  the  neutrality  of  Pruflla.  On  this  futf- 
je&9  a  variety  of  arguments  againft  the  continuance  of  the 
war  prefent  themfelves.  Thewife,  the.priident  policy  of  its 
King,  who  has  maintained  his  ground  and  preferved  his 
peopic  in  peace,  is  worthy  of  admiration.  As  a  proof  of  his 
wirdpmi  there  is  one  late  ad  of  which,  if  it  originated  with 
himfelf,  (hews  him  a  greater  Prince  than  any  fince  the  days 
<if  Alfred  ;  or,'  if  it  flowed  from  his  Mintfter,  proves  the 
wifdom  of  th^t  Minifter  (for  it  was  the  fuggeftion  of  a  matt 
enlightened  mind),  the  advice  of  a  philofopher.  This  great 
prince,  then,  writes  a  letter  to  his  firft  Minifter  to  the  fol- 
lowing effed.  You  will  call  it  a  Jacobinical  letter,  and  con-  . 
llemn  it  as  containing  democratical  principles  ;  but  I  fay,  ita 
principles  do  honour  to  human  nature.  The  letter,  my 
Lords,  began  thus  i-^**  I  am  determined  that  my  fubj^s, 
whether  rich  or  poor,  (hall  be  educated  alike.'*  Not  that 
different  profeflions  (hall  not  purfue  different  courfe^  of 
iludy,  but  that  all  his  fubje£ls,  of  every  defcriplion,  (hall  re- 
ceive one  coftimon  elementary  education.  This  will  erM'- 
cate  prejudice ;  this  will  deflroy  vanity  and  pride.  This 
wiU  teach  the  nobility  to  refpe^l  the  lo^Ver  orders  ;  fot>  when 
boys  are  educated  together,  they  will,  when  men,  confider 
themfelves  as  equals.  ^This  will  teach  the  great  that  meii 
have  rights :  it  will  give  them  an  habitual  refpefl  for  the 
**  eternal,  £acred,  immutable,  imprefcriptible,  and  uaaiien- 
able  r^hts  of  nfan.*'  Yes,  men  have  rights,  and  t  wil! 
maintain  them,  though,  for  fo  doing,  I  may  b^  called  a  ja« 
^obin ;  but  if  I  am  to  be  fo  called,  I  (hall  have  the  fatisfac- 
trion  to  boaft  myfelf  t9  be  foch  a  jacobin  as  the  late  Earl  of 
Chatham,  fuch  a  jacobin  as  the  late  Mr.  Dunning,  and  fucit 
a  jacobin  as  the  late  Sir  George  Saville !  With  fuch  jacobin^ 
it  has  been  my  pride  to  a6l,  and  with  fuch  it  will  be  my  pridef 
to  continue  to  a£t.  Nor  is  this  a  mere  profeflion  of  thd 
King  of  Pruflia.  No,  he  declares  it  with  an  energy  and  zeat 
that  demonftrates  a  favourite  meafure,  and  a  fixed  refolve  to 
carry  it  immediately  into  execution.  For  fuch  an  ad  the 
King  of  Pruina  deferves  the  thanks  of  every  enlightened' 
mind.  It  is  one  of  the  grandeft  and  mod  democratic  things 
I  ever  heard  of.  When  kings  a6t  thus,  they  deferve  the 
love  and  obedience  of  their  fubjeds.  My  Lords,  when  they 
a£i  upon  a  contrary. principle,  they  deferve  to  be  defpifed. 
My  Lords,  I  am  fo  much  exliaufted,  and  have  taken  up  fo 
much  of  your  Lord/hips'  time,  that  I  (hall  only  notice  one 
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fubjed  more»  and  that  briefly  ;  I  mean  the  negociations  at 
Ltfle  ami  Paris.  The  noble  Lord  who  took  an  adive  part  in 
ihctn  is  prefent,  but  in  any  thing  I  (hall  fay  I  can  mean  no 
ircflcdion  upon  him  ;  he  was  only  the  agent,  the  attorney  in 
the  bufinefs  {  but  what  I  (hall  fay  will  apply  to  the  principal, 
I  mean  his  neighbour  at  his  fide,  the  Secretary  of  State. 
[Lord  MaimtJbuLry  and  Lord  Grenvilk  wen  fitting  near  each 
otherr\  WhcB  the  negociation  was  opened,  the  £ngli(h  Mt*- 
iiifter  faid,  we  will  have  reciprocal  proportionate  reliitution ; 
.this  was  admitted,  and  of  courfe  it  became  the  bafis  on  which 
both  parties  .were  to  treat.  But  how  did  he  proceed?  After 
this  point  was  fettled,  he  fays  to  the  French,  who  had  an- 
nexed Belgium  and  conquered  to  the  Rhine,  no,  we  will  not 
have  proportionate  reftitution;  no,  we  muft  proceed  on  the 
fiatus  ante  bellum  \  you  inuft  give  up  all  your  conquefts,  and  we 
.will  reftore  the  paltry  iflands  which  we  have  taken  from  you. 
Now  how  do  I  prove  this  ?  Ai;ter  the  firft  bafis  was  agreed 
upon,  his  Lprdihip  (Lord  Grenville)  fent  a  fecret  letter  to 
Lord  Malmefbury.  Yes,  there  they  let  the  cat  out  of  the 
hag ;  1  do  not  mean  Lord  Malmefbury.  No,  no,  it  was 
Lord  Grenville's  fault.  Lord  Malmelbury  did  not  wi(h  to 
let  pufs  out.  And  what  fays  pufs?  [Here  his  Lordjhip 
read  an  extraSf  ^  the  letter^  changing  the  bafis^  and  adopiing 
she  principle  (f  the  flatus  ante  bellum.]  Now  try  this  pro- 
ceeding by  the  cafeof  individuals.  Suppofe  two  gentlemen 
Ihould  agree  to  exchange  eflates,  acre  for  acre,  and  after  the 
bargain  made,  one  of  them  (hould  fay,  no,  I  rejed  thcfe 
terms,  I  mud  have  ten  acres  for  one.  I  fay  thi^  is  precifely 
the  cafe  ;  I  do  not  fay  how  fuch  condud  may  be  confidered 
among  Miniflers,  but  between  (wo  nien  I  do  fay  it  would  be 
rank  rafcality.  It  was  right,  then,  I  contend,  to  fend  fuch 
a  Minifler  away  in  48  hours;  and  had  they  fent  him  packing 
in  QJ^t  it  was  only  what  they  ought  to  have  done.  But  what 
did  they  do  afterwards  ?  they  (ent  the  fame  agent  again  to 
Liile.  This  was  the  fecond  time  he  was  emploved  on  the 
^me  errand  as  a  mere  meHcnger,  for  he  had  not  full  powers 
to  negociate.  W^re  there  no  other  obrtacle  than  the  fmgle 
circumilance  of  fending  the  fame  perfon,  it  was  evidently 
very  iitipoflfible  the  bufinefs  (hould  fucceed.  In  the  cafe 
of  the  two  individuals,  which  I  have  adduced  in  illuftra* 
tion  of  my  argument,  would  the  fame  attorney  who  lyas  the 
agent  in  breaking  the  bargain,  be  the  mod  likely  to  be  em- 
ployed with  fuccefs  between  the  fame  parties  in  any  futurq 
tranfaflion  ?  No,  he  would  be  always  fiifpeQed  by  the  party 
who  conceived  himfelf  injured.    Without  any  other  proof 

then. 
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%hen,  I  lay,  from  the  very  begtmiing,  there  rtcvet  was  a  leal 
and  fincere  exertion  for  peace:  No,  the x)bj e6L  was  to  gull 
the  people  of  England.  Mintfters  made  loud  cotnplaint^--^ 
they  fatd  tothe  people  of  England,  there's  Lord  Malmeflnirjr 
treated  with  inftiit  and  difgrace,  ordered  to  quit  Paris  ia  forty«» 
ei^ht  hours.  Will  yoti  fubmit  to  fuch  treatment  or  fuch  in- 
dignity ^  This  was  the  way  they  gulled  the  people ;'  but  the 
eighty  thoufand  incorrigible  jacobins,  of  whom  I  am  one, 
will  henceforth  take  care  that  Minifters  (hall  never  gull  the 
people  fo  again.  His  Lordihip  concluded  with  moving  aa 
addrefsy  of  which  the  following  is  the  fubftance: 

«*  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  piefcntcd  to  his  Majefty,  reprcfeuting  the 
horrors  of  war ;  tiiat  in  all  cotintriet  a  date  of  peace  is  ever  the  intercft  of  the 
peoplet  and  the  Ihedding  of  blood,  without  abfoiute  neceflityi  repugnant  to 
humanity;  and  further  reprefenting,  that  the  prefent  war  has  beeo  expensive 
beyond  example,  productive  of  a  great  increafe  of  the  national  debt,  of 
taxes  to  an  enormous  amount,  and  of  an  alarming  increafe  in  the  price  ef 
ill  ihc  necefiariat  of  life;  ami  further  reprefenting,  that  peace  is  neceffary 
to  avert  the  impending  danger  of  famine,  for  althotigh  the  prefcnt  icarcity 
is  in  the  firtt  inltance  occaficned  by  the  fcanty  harveft,  the  extent  of  the 
evil  arilVs  from  the  war)  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Houte  ftrongly  to 
difiuadc  his  Majefty  from  the  continuation  of  the  war  for  the  reftoratibn  of 
the  ancient  line  of  princes  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  to  the  throne  of  France  j 
and  to  entreaty  that  a  -necociatioa  may  be  immcdtately  opened  for  peace 
with  tlic  French  R-.-publie. 

'  The  Lord  Chancellor  left  the  woolfack,  not»  he  faid,  to  ob- 
ierve  upon  any  of  the  arguments  ufed  by  the  noble  Earl  ia 
^the  courfe  of  his  fpeech*  but  to  take  notice  of  a  matter  that 
took  place  in  one  part  of  it,  which  was  in  the  higbeft  degree 
irregular  and  diforderly.  He  would  firft  point  out  to  the 
Houfe  what  the  breach  of  order  was,  and  then  (late  the  rea- 
fen  why  he  had  not  interrupted  the  noble  Early  and  prevented 
it^  by  flopping  him  the  inftant  he  had  attempted  to  be  guilty 
of  it.  The  inflance  of  irregularity  was  this :  The  noble  Earl 
had  caufed  to  be  read  from  the  Journals,  an  extrad  from  a  Pro- 
ted  of  his  own,  as  an  illuflrationof  his  argument,  and  the 
ground  of  his  motion.  Nothing  could  be  more  contrary  to 
theformsof  the  Houfe  than  fuch  a  proceeding;  undoubtedly, 
it  was  the  privilege  of  every  noble  Lord  to  put  on  the  Journals, 
whatever  he  thought  proper  to  (ign  with  his  name  as  his  pro* 
tefty  againft  any  meafure  that  had  pafled,the  Houfe  within  24 
hours  of  his  entering  it.  But  it  was  eKtremely  irvegular  to 
call  for  any  part  of  a  proteft  to  be. read  in  debate  from  the 
Journals,  as  if  the  privilege  of  entering  it  made  it  wear  the 
authority  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe  itfe)f.  Had  it 
been  any  other  noble  JLord's  proteft  but  that  of  the  noble 
Earl,  he  certainly  Ihould  have  immediately  prevented  its  be- 
ing 
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ing  rcadj^  but  the  reafon  why  he  had  not  taken  notice  of  it  at 
the  proper  tnoment  was,  becaufe  he  did  not  feel  it  neceflary 
to  interrupt  (what  their  Lordfhips  had  heard,  fomctiines  with 
good  humour,  fometimes  with  gravity,  but  throughout  with 
great  patience)  a  melancholy  inftance  of  the  vifuation  oi 
Godf  with  which  their  Lord(hips.had  that  night  beenaffiidled* 

Earl  Stanhope  faid,  he  muft  contend  that  he  had  not  been 
out  of  order  in  reading  an  extrad  from  his  own  prote(l»  a$. 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  had  afTerted,  becaufe  he  had 
Icnown  a  precedent  for  it.  He  recolleded  ^  proteQ  bejng 
ordered  to  be  read,  and  no  obje/Slion  whatever  had  been  made 
to  it*  He  would  off  hand  tell  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
the  inftance ;  it  was  a  proted  of  a  noble  Karl  (Lord  Radnor)^ 

On  the  quellion  being  put  on  the  addrefs,  the  Houfe  di« 
THed— 

Contents  2 — Not  Contents  26. — Adjourned. 

The  two  noble  Peers  who  divided  fox  the  motion,  wert 
£ail  Stanhope  and  Lord  Cameiford. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

THURSDAY,  FEB.  20.. 

A  petition  was  prefented  from  the  heirs  of  the  late  Lord 
Pigot,  praying  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  empower  them 
todifpofe,  by  lottery t  of  a  diamond  of  immenfe  value.  It 
was  dated  that  this  diamond  was  brought  by  Lord  Pigot  from 
Bengal ;  that  at  his  death  it  became  the  joint  property  of 
feveral  of  his  children,  and  that  though  they  had  expofed  it 
to  fale  for  thirty-fix  years,  they  had  never  been  able  to  find  a 
porchaier*     The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  went  up  to^jthe  Hoofe  of  Lords^  When  he 
returned,  he  faid  that  he  had  heard  the  royal  afient  given  \>j 
oommijlion  to  the  annual  indemnity  bill,  and  the  bill  for  pro* 
.Ikibiting  bread  to  be  fold  before  it  is  24  hours  old. 

Mr.  Long  preftsnted  the  eftimates  of  the  Turns  that  would 
be  tleceifary  for  the  foreign  and  fecret.  fervi/ce  Sox  the  year 
rSoo,  and  of  the  fum  expended  in  the  maintenance  of  French 
^migrants  during  the  year  r799>  beyond  what  had  been  votcd^ 
by  Parliament  for  that  pur pofe.  - 

Mr.  Rofe  faid  that  he  was  authorifed  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  to  give  notice,  that  he  would  move  for  the. 
extraordinaries  of  the  army  in  the  committee  of  fupply  the 
next  dayi 

Mr.  Tiermy  wifhed  to  know  whether,  in  what  Vras  ftated 
as:'the  amount  of  the.  tax  upon  fugar,  the  fum  which  was  due 
for  thofe  that  hadibpen-  bonded  wa»  included  i 

Mr. 
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Mr.  L^ffg  repliedi  that  the  whole  fum,  as  dated  in  the  a&i 
count,  had  been  a£liially  received  into  the  exchequer. 

Mr.  Ro/e  mpved  that  the  a£l  be  read  for  ftopping  for  m 
limited  time  tlie  Scotch  diftilleries. 

The  a£l  being  read  by  the  clerk,  Mr.  Rofe  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  continuing  the  faid  a£t.  Leave 
granted. 

A  bill  to  prohibit  the  making  of  low  wines  in  Scotland^ 
from  wheat,  barley,  oats,  &c.  was  read  a  firil  time,  and  or-^ 
dered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  the  next  day. 

A  meflenger  from  the  tax-bfitce  brought  up  an  account  of 
the  amount  of  the  income  tax,  and  feveral  other  public  ac- 
counts.    Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  the  Houfe  to  refolvc 
itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  tho 
marine  mutiny  bill,  the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  accordingly. 

Several  amendments  being,  propofed  and  agreed  to,  the 
Houfe  was  refumed,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be  brought  up 
the  next  day.     Adjourned. 


The  following  are  more  complete  Acceunis  of  the  Speeches  of  Mr* 
Sturges,  and  Lord  Bei.gr a  ve,  on  the  feeond  reading  4^ 
the  BUI  to  continue  an  AH  for  fufpending  the  Habeas  Corpus 
A^y  than  we  were  enabled  tofubmit  to  cur  Readers  in  paget 
483,  and  487  of  this  volume, 

Mr.  Sturgefs  faid  he  was  not  fo  much  furprtzed  that  Gentle* 
men  who  had  originally  oppofed  this  meafure  (hould  now  re* 
fill  its  continuance,  as  that  they  (hould  exped  others  to  re^ 
nounce  the  opinions  they  had  deliberately  formed,  and  aban- 
don the  precautions  they  had  wifely  taken.  Such  an  expec- 
tation, however,  was  formed  on  the  late  change  which  had 
taken  place  in  France,  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  contended- 
had  deftroyed  jacobinifm,  and  with  it  the  danger  of  its  prin* 
ciples.  But  the  effe£l  of  thofe  principles  he  contended  was 
not  fo  eafily  to  be  removed.  The  French  revolution  was 
unlike  others  by  which  the  perfon  of  a  governor,  or  even  the 
form  of  a  government  had  been  altered,  which  were  calcu- 
lated, perhaps,  to  remove  a  local  evil  or  produce  a  local  ad- 
varitagc,  and  were  therefore  local  and  partial  only  in  their  ef^ 
fc&s  ;  but  being  a  revolution  in  the  opinions,  doArines,  and 
principles  by  which  tf// governments  were  held  together,  and 

the 
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ibe  irat¥ie  of  focral  order  c^meuie<) — which  .paaiiot  be  true 
ID  France,  and  falfe  in  Englai^dt^aUitary-in  ihie  one>  and  per^ 
oteiou^^iH  th^  other ;  its  efFed  was, as  general  as  its  nature. 
It  created  in  every  (late  which  vras  within  its  reach  profe* 
i]rte$  devoted  to  the  authors  of  their  creed,  and  piofeiibrs  of 
their  faith  abroad,  more  attached,  therefore, ,  to  a  foreign 
country  than  their  own,  and  actuated  by  motves  which  be-^ 
catne  paramount  to  the  duties  of  allegiance,  and  the  obliga- 
tions of  natural  pat  riot  ifm.  Hence  had  proceeded  thofe  pro^ 
feflions  of  an  enlarged  patriotifm  too  extenfive  foe  the  oar- 
now  limits  of  our  own  iiland.  Hence  the  numerous  a6ls  of 
thefe  fedaries  from  the  addreflos  of  theic.afhiiated  focieties 
to  the  FreiKh  Convention,  in  September  1792,  after  the  dc» 
pofiuoD  of  the  king,  down  to  the  laft  communication  be- 
tween the  Executive  Dire&ory  of  England,  and  the  Execu^ 
tlve'Dicectary  of  France.  Let  it  be  coniidered  of  what  de-' 
fcription  of  perfbns  thefe  fccts  were  compofed.  They  were 
of.  two  claflfes,  (in  neither  of  which  could  he  be  fufpected  of 
meaning  to  include  the  hon.  Gentleman  or  tt>ore  near  hitn). 
Firft,  of  thofe  who  from  their  birth,  habits,  and  fituatiouy 
muft  be  ever  ignorant  of  thefe  fubjects  on  which  they  are, 
called  to  decide,  but  were  deluded  by  the  art  and  knavery  of 
ethersy  of  whom  they  became  the  blind  and  fervile  inftrt^- 
mejats^  Secondly,,  of  the  indigent  and  ambitious,  feeking 
pn)perty  which  they  did  not  pofleCs,  and  power  which  they 
(U4  not  enjoy,  without  being  very  fcrupulou6  as  to  the  means 
ky  which  either  might  be  obtained.  On  which  of  thefe  was 
it  that  the  laft  revplution  was  to  have  a  beneficial  efiect  ?  Not 
furely  on  the  ignorant  who  were  unable  to  judge  of  its  ten- 
dency, and  acted  in  obedience  to  their  leaders — not  furely  on 
the  ambitiqns,  unlefs  the  acqtufltion  of  unbounded  power,. 
by  revolutionary  mean's,  be  a  discouragement  to  rebellion^ 
and  fuccefsful  ufurpation  the  heft  antidote  to  treafon. 
>  The  hon.  Gentleman  had  Hated  that  General  Bonaparte 
bad  fupprefled  jacobinifm,  and  renounced  the  fyftem  of  con- 
^iieft  which  made  it  formida;bIe.  He  did  not  mean  to  enter 
Mto  a  copfideration  of  the  character  of  the  prefent  ruler  of 
France,'  which  they  hadbeen  recommended  to  treat  with  fu 
tnuch/delkacy,  but,  woukt  only  remind  the  Houfe  that  in 
the  nvany  countries  which  he  had  conquexad,  he  h^d  impofed, 
ia  the  true .  fpirit  of  thefe  principles,  (hat  very  conftitution. 
oc  which. he  had  himself  fworn allegiance^  but  which  he  had 
afterwaiKbdeftroycd.  • 

if  the  Houfe  fliould  be  of  c^inion  that  fudi  principles 

from 
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from  their  hsmire^  were  not  tafily  to  be  eradiditedt  and  that 
the  late  revohition,  for  the  reafons  he  had  taken  the  libettjr, 
of  ftatingi  had  not  changed  their  nature  or  effect,  it  remained 
t>nly  to  confider  the  other  argunents  which  had  been  urged 
Sigainft  the  bill.  One  hoil.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Jo)iffe)»  who 
wiOied  that  this  act  might  be  fuffered  to  expire  before  it 
jfhould  be  renewed,  had  obferved  that  ah  interval  had  exided 
betWeen  the  two  flrft  years  when  it  was  in  forte,  ^nd  the  two 
laft.  The  Houfe  would  recollect  that  in, that  very  interval 
the  treafon  was  committed  which  produced  the  trial  at  Maid- 
Hone.  If  the  act  had  been  then  propofed  to  have  been  con-^ 
finued,  the  Hotife  would  probably  have  been  told  that  the 
meaiftire  was  unneceflTary  becaufe  treafoo  had  no  exigence* 
'  The  hon.  Gentlemah  who  fpoke  hd  had  objected  to  the  de-»- 
gtee  of  confidence  which  was  to  be  given  to  his  Majefty's  ' 
Miniflers.  That  confiden<(^e  undoubtedly  was  confiderable^ 
and  it  woiild  be  given  with  more  or  lefs  caution,  in  propor- 
tion as  it  was  ndore  br  Itfy  likely  to  be  abbfed.  Of  this  they 
were  enabled  to  judge  from  the  pad  conduct  of  government* 
If  the  lift  on  the  tablewere  referred  to,  it  would  be  impoflible 
for  the  ingenuity  of  the  hon.  GentlemaUi  it  would  be  impof- 
fiUc  for  malignity  itfelf,  if  It  were  employed  on  fuch  a  fub«> 
jectj  to  attribtite  the  commitment  of  thofe  in  cuftody  to  any 
other'  motive  than  a  confideration  for  the  public  fecurity. 
They  were  perfbns  who,  while  they  adhered  to  the  laws  ami 
conftitution,  could  neither  perfonally  nor  politically  be  ob« 
jects  of  jealoufy  or  alarm  to  his  Maje(ly*s  MiniAers  to  whom' 
they  were  perfectly  unknown.  The  power  given  by  the  bill 
had  been  ufed  with  a  degree  of  moderation  (two  perfons  only 
havinc  been  committed  fince  the  pafling  of  the  laft  act),  that 
proved,  in  the  hon.  Gentleman's  opinion,  the  ineaAire  to  be 
unneceffary.  It  did,  however,  afford  the  moft  fatisfactory 
afftinince  that  the  power  would  not  be  abufed  if  it  Vere  ftill 
repofed  in  the  fame  hands.  With  regard  to  the  treatthenc 
of  the  prifoners,  to  which  allufion  had  been  madef  it  was  un- 
Tieceflary  to  difcufs  a  fubject  which  had  already  been  fo  fully 
confidered  by  a  Committee  and  the  Houfe  in  the  laft  Seffions ; 
and  he  wis  happy  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  bad  acknowledge 
that  they  were  now  properly  treated,  their  grievances,  if  they 
txtfted,  having  been  redreffed  as  foot)  as  they  were  knowii. 
it  is  ftill,  however,  faid,  that  the  confinemeot  of  perfons  for 
eighteen  months  without  trial,  is  new  aixl'  contrary  to  the 
practice  of  the  conftitution.  He  would  not  troiiMe  the  Hfnife 
by  detailing  the  different  inftanccs  in  which  the  Habtas  Cor^ 
VoJi.  1, 1800.  3  Y  pus 
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.^  fas  A&  had  been  rufpendedyaQd  the  comparative.  neceiStjr 
for  it  at  each  period,'  but  only  call  to  their  recoUeAion  one 
of  thofe  events  which  proved  that  the  beft  government,  ad^ 
miniftcred  by  the  beft  nieny  might  4>e  end^^gered  by  the 
weakeft  of  its  fubjefis.  He  alluded  to  the  confpiiacy  agatnft 
tfic  life  of  King  William ;  for  which,  fume  peribns  Were 
brought  to  trial,  and  many  others  imprifoned.  ThcHaksOM 
CoPpus  AA  was  fafpendcd  ^  but  that  was  not  enough  :  % 
power  wa)»  given  to  his  Nfajedy  to  continue  thofe  who  hai 
not  been  tried  in  cuftodr,  9t  fiHl  f^om  year  to  year,  at  length 
iluring  his  pleafure.  That  pleafure  contixiued  during-  hia 
Majmy^s  life.  On  his  demife  the  danger  -arifiiig  from  x 
conlpiracy  againd  his  perfoii  was  not  confidertd  aaextindp 
and  the  fame  power  was  gives  to  Qi:een  Anne.  Their  im- 
prifonmcnt  contiuHed  cturing  the  whole  of  her  re^n ;  and 
on  the  acceHion  of  the  prefent  ilkiftriousHoiife  a  ffmilarteiA 
was  paiTfd,  which  was  again  renewed  on  the  acceflion  of  his 
kte  Majefty  King  George  II.  and  the  laft  furviv^rof  ihefe 
.imfortunate.  perfons  (whofe  name  was  Bernardi),  died  in 
Iffewgate,  in  the  year  1736,  at  the  agf:  of  8a>  after  an  im^ 
prifonment  of  40  years,  without  any  allowance  from  govern*^ 
tnent.  He  mentioned  this  cafe,  not  to  applaud  it,  far  froo^ 
it,  but  for  the  purpofe  of  (hewing  what  was  tthe  piadice 
which  had  been  referred  to  in  the  bed  times,  fro^i  the  peraod* 
when  the  (eals  were  in  the  hands  of  Lord  Somers,  till  they 
were  plaoed  in  thofe  of  Lord  Hardwicke.  It  was  not  fuch 
power  which  was  now  fulicited,  or  which  they  were«hoiit 
to  give.  Thinking  the  canfe  had  not  cealed  to  operate  wbicb* 
made  thia  meafure  of  precaution  unneceflary,  that  the  power 
given  had  not  been  abufed,  and  that  it  had  produced  the  fe* 
curity  we  enjoyed,  he  JQiouId  vote  for  the  fecond  Teading  of 
the  bill. 

Lord  Bflgrave  faid  he  was  fnre  that  i>t  was  in  common  with-' 
the  Houfe  that  he  had  heard  with  great  pleafure  •  the  fpeecK^ 
of  an  hon.  Geutleman  (Mr.  Sturges),  who  had,  for  the  fii<(V 
time,  delivered  his  fentiments,  and  that  from  the  able  fpeeches 

{generally  he  had  heard  in  fupport  of  the  motion,  pariicu* 
arly  fsonj  his  learned' Friend,  the  Attorney  General,   he 
(houM* trouble  the  Houfe  but  (hortly  in  noticing  fomeof  the' 
argtf.meats  that  had' been  urged  againfl  the  meafure.  . 

The  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Tierncy),  who  had  jnft    fat 
down,  had  imputed  to  his  learned  Friend,  that  he  did  not  go- 
fufficiently,  on  a  former  cvt-ning,  into  the  reafons  that  c<u.i(t 
|uftijfy  his  claim,  to  aa^nt  to  his  motion,  yet  the  hon.  Gen* 
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tlenan  adinH^  the  grounds  of  the  report  ^.la(k>ear':  on 
tkefe  giotind^  MS  learned  Friend  had  refted  hU  motion  oa  ' 
opening  ily  and  had  agiitt  refted  his  arguments  this  evening 
on  fho^  grotmdsr  only  more  in  detail.  The  hon.  Gentjiemaa 
(Mr.  Titrney)i  however  thought,  that  a  Tele  A  committee  waA 
again  neceflary  before  the  HouTe  could  proceed.  Here  her. 
wilbedto  remind  the  hon.  Gentleman,  that  when,  in  a  for-* 
mtr  yWj  he  (Mr.  Tierney)  voted  for  the  rufpenfion  .of  the 
Haheat  Gerfus  a£l,  he  did  To,  not  on  the  report  of  a  ^ret 
committee,,  but,  as  be  faid,  on  the  declaration  of  a  grand  jury.* 
The  qiieftion,  however,,  of  thts  night,  refted  on  two  grounds : 
firft,  on^  tfie  neceflrrv  of  the  meafure  both  external  and  in* 
lemal,  and  then  on  the  opinion  the  Houfe  entertained  of  the 
^erfions  io  pow.er:  if,  itideed,  the  Hoyfe  entertained  any 
doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  condiid  of  Miniftcrs,  they- 
fiuMlldpetjition  his  Majefty  toreoQove  them,  to  nfiafec  Mfay  for 
iheiufpenfion  of  the  a£l,  of  ihe  necclfiiy  of  which  fiif|>pn- 
fion,  Fiance,  Ireland^  and  thi$  country,  yielded  fufficient 
proof.  The  committee  of  laft  year  wa^  of  opinion,  that  the 
dangers  were  great  and  alarming,  and  ftirely  no'mancoiild 
lay  that  thefe  dangers  had  fo  i^ir  difappeared  as  to  retider 
predautian  iinneccilary ;  if  we  had 'nut  the  proof,  it  ftirely 
^ould  not  be  fuppofed  that  Ireland,  which  had  been  in  i|  (late 
of  infurreAion  teom  one  end  to  the  other,  could  have,  beea 
fo,  without  the  infe^diofx,  in  foine degree,  reaching  this  coun^* 
try.  But  let  Gentlenun  Iodic  to  an  addrefs  of  the  London 
Conefpondtng  Society  of  4798,  inferted  in  the  report  of  laft. 
year,  in  whieh  thty  will  Bud  tliefc  ex  pre/Cons,  '*  we  have  not 
yet  ceafed  from  our  exertions ;  we  have  pirfevered,  ^nd  tut ' 
will  perfevere ;"  and  again,  *^  we  troft  we  (hall  not  be  found 
inferior  in  virtue  to  the  people  ot  England/*  Now  I  aflc 
whether,  under  fuch  views,  ana  againA  fuch  threats,  we  fhodld 
not  be  upon  onr  guard  T  The  fpirit  of  diTafFc£lion  was  fiitl 
firoog  in  certain  evil*minded  per/bns,  and  we  ihuuld  ufe 
every  pofltble  means  to  prevent  its  diifuHon. 

The  prefent  fituation  of  prance  was  to  him  a  ftrong  ar* 
^unent  for  the  continuation  of  the  fufpcnfixm.  France  was 
theihennometer  of  difaflFedlion  here;  as  fhe  was  viftnrious 
it  sole,  as  Ihe  was  was  unfuccefbt'ul  it  ifell  in  this  country*. 
From  the  relative  fituation  of  the  two  countries  the  greater 
was  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  thc^mirchievous 
powers  of  jacobinifm.  Jt  had  been  faiil,  if  the  fituation  of 
France  is  to  be  coniidered  as  an  argument  for  fufpendiing  the 
//4^fjf  C^rpiU  ^&f  whenever  any  country  In  bofliltty  with- 
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xhUis  iTit  Aite  of  rev^Tmtbn,  you  miid  fufpeBii'this  aft; 
tccordtng  to  which*  ii  -Algiers  oi  Ttinis,  Arabia  or  Turkey 
were  in  hoflfiHty  with  us,  and  in  a  ftate  of  revolution,  we 
were  therefore  *  equally  juttifittd  iiv  fufpendiog  the  Habeas. 
Corpus  a£)t^  as  we  now  are  jufKfied  in  urging  the  fitvation  of 
France  as  li'  {Irons  reafon^  .combined  with  others,  for  fuf* 
pending  u  for  the  prefent.  This  he  thotight  pufliin^  the  ar-^ 
gunient  pretty  fa%  Gonfidering  the  geographical  fituatign  of 
'  fhe  two  countries,  and  the  fubtle  poifon  of  jacobin  arts. 
To  endeavour  to  reafon  with  an  honourable  Baronet  (Sir 
Francis  Burdett),  who  fees  nothing  but  liberty  in  jacobiniihi, 
and  nothing  butflavery  in  the  firiiiih  conlUtution»  would  be 
Kuitlers  ;  b^it  an  hon.  Gentleman,  who  preceded  him,  feem^d 
to  think  that  iacobinifm  wa&  deftroyed  by  Bonaparte.  Hap* 
pily  for  ihV  ymt\i  jacobinifm  has  Io(i  na^ich  of  its  power  tp 
do  mifchjeif 'tirthcpourfeof  this  great  cgnxeft^  for  it  has  loft 
all  thote'Who^were  miffed  by  its  artifices  aad  deluHons,  dnd 
Is'now  <?xpoferf  iti-all  it's  native  deformity  ;  for  it  fortunately 
happens,  that  although  he  would  admit  that  in  theory  if  may 
be  faid  thjii'folfc  6pinidns.arc  more  likely  to  bQ  fucccfsfully 
.cojmbatted  by  the  weapons  of  reafon  than  By  thoFe  of  War, 
yet  that;  it^fo  happens,  that  while  we  ^haye  |ipen  comertding 
;&gain(t  the  arms,  wo  have  been  rmsccfipftiUy  contending 
Igainftthe  principles  of  Frsmce,  for  the£^  principles  haVe 
been  enfbrcOT-by  4irnl.< ; '  rt^  To'  happ^ns^  that  while  wc  have 
bipcn*c>)ntenrfing  for  order  9gaioft  ailarchy,  ye  have  bten.alfo 
coMcndih'g  for  feligion  agaiail  impiety.  -  . 

.  But  though  jacobtntrm  is- (horn*  of  its  honours  in  a  great 
itieafurc^y  it  is  not  dei1royed«  It  liaa  b^^n  aiked  what  jaco* 
{rihirmi^— every  thing  detefhible,  vile,  bafe,' degrading,  and 
cruel  in  human  nature  ;  sihd  |f  he  were  a{ke4  what  a  jacobini 
was, -he  would  fay,  a  man  that  had  renounced  his  relieion, 
and  with  it,  as  a  neceiFary  cunfcquitnce,  his  itioral  prdbity. 
He  woiild  turif  then  to  Bonaparte,  and  afk  whether,  fr6m  all 
fiis  public  recorded  a£ls,  he  was  the  roan  likely  to  Have  puf 
down  "jacobinifm,  as  an  hoij.  Gentleman  feeuied  to 'think. 
Jf  he  oifmifTcd  certain  jacobins  at  St.  CUnid,  he  difroifled 
themllothecaufe  they  were  jacobins,  but  becaufe  they  op- 
pofed  his  poWer,  for  he  replaced  them  ihortly  alter  with  as 
chany  as  bad.  Gentlerhen  then  muil  not  relax  their  efforts  in 
combatting  the  fatal  power  of  jac6binifm,  which  was  nothing 
feuVthe  evil'  Tpitit  perfonified  under  various  fhapes'  and  tranf- 
fbrmations ;  and  he  who  was  not,  therefore,  a  thorough 
liatcr  (A  jacobiniffxx  in  all  its  forms  could  be  no  honour  t6. 
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his  country,  no  credit  to  huinan  natart;  But  ^he  cimli^ 
mud  not  Be  contiritied  one  day,  %ni  rcUnquilhed  anipthfr ;  to 
be  fuccefsful,  it  mud  bt  conftant,  perfevering,  gnreroi'^inj^, 
eternal.  Let  Oentlemeti  cad  their  eyes  a  momeit  oh  Tranicet 
and  fay  whether  nblhtag  wa^  to  be  dreaded  even^y.et  from  it. 
From  France,  whlcli  bad  cariied  her  coituptions  JAtoalinoft 
fiyery  quarter  of  the  globe,  and  nearly  overthrowA^ieyery  go** 
vernm^nt. 

In  the  next  place  let  the Houfe  cqnfider  whether  Minifters 
hadabufed  the  power  confided  to  them  hitherto 4  wasthdre 
any  thing  in  tHe  number,  the  defcriptioAy  or  the  treatment  of 
the  peffonis  .confined  under  fuipicion  of  confpiring  agabift* 
the  ftate  that  excited  diftroft  ?  Surely  nothing  in  the  number  ; 
furely  nothing  in  the  defcriptton;  and^  as  to  their  treat- 
ment, he  did  not  exped  to  hear  tho  prifon  report  of  tad  year 
.  again  brought  forward  for  the  purpoTe  of  amxing  on  the  go- 
vernment the* Charge  of  inhumanity.  It  appears  from  t£at 
report,  that  much  mifreprefeutartion  and  exaggeration  pre* 
vailedi  and  that  fo  far  from  government  having  ,been  guilty* 
of  wanton  and  unnecefll^ry  cruelty,  there  was  only  an  ac- 
cidental inattention  in  thofe  who  had  the  fuperintenaanbe  of 
the  Cold  Bath  Fields  pribn,  in  not  (eparatmg  .one  of  thofe 
,  confined  froai>  the  reft  at  a  certain  period,  on^account  of  his 
fuperior  rsfnk  in  lift.  Before  hc'  fat  down  he  cot^ld.  hot  help 
uoticing  a  rerriark  that  had  beep  made  by  an  hou*  Geiitle«> 
man,^  ^*  that  the  furpenfiohof  tbe  Haitas  Corpus  SiSt  had  bjpea 
dircontinued  Vvith  fafety  to  cht  country  for  aBiQte!:vaI  of  two 
years."  He  could  jiot  help  ia^mg^  that  he  thought  the  dif* 
afi^ded  had  availed  themieves  of  that  intervat  to  ^enew  their 
plots,  tore-organize  their  plans  of  (edition,  or  extend  their 
treafons;  and,  fureiy,  the  horrible  atteinpt  made,  upon  the 
life  of  his  Majefly  was  iirongly  contiedeo  wjih,  and  arifing^ 
put  of  the  rpirit  of  the  perfuns  meeting  at .  Copeahagea 
Houfe. 

His  Lordfhipcoriclttded  with;  fayingy^that  we  undoubtedly 
:iyere  confiding  a  great  power  in  (he  hands, pf  his  Maje%'s 
Minifters,  and  that  it  carried  with  it  great  refponfibility ;  but 
|t  was  a  power  that  hitheno*  proved  the  Xalva(ian,  and  war 
Oill  nccellary  for  the  fecurity  of  our  pfofpe^i.ty^  icUgipni  li* 
bcrty,  and  laws. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

...  PKIDAY,   FEB.   21. 

.Mr.  Mumiimg' bgought  in  a  bill  for  making  wet  docks«  and 
Alhar 'Works  fur  improving  theportsof  London,  which  was 
retdafiffft'timcy  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  on 
Wtdnefflay  fe'«oighf* 

A  rndfagc,  which  was  delivered  from  the  Lords,  purported 
thiijhcjc  had  refotved  and  agreed  upon  the  propofiiion  men- 
UOMd  ia^he  debates  in  the  Lords  of  the  preceding  day,  of. 
ctoiag  every  thing  in  tiieir  power  toieflisn  the  confumption  of. 
COifuand  their  determination  to  forego  the  uTeof  pallry. 

itht.CiunuMr  $f  ihr  Exchequer  moved,  that  the  faid  mef- 
fage  flioold  foe  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe^i 
towhdm'tfae  corn  committee  is  referred.     Ordered. 

BANK  CHARTEB. 

'  The  Chancellor  ef.  the  Exchequer  moved  the  order  of  the 
fday  foe  taking  into  coniidevationthe  a£l  of  21ft  of  Greo-  IIL' 
irciauve  to  ti)e  charter  of  the  bank  of  England  ^  anci  that  the^ 
iame  a^  be  read— f«vhich  being  done  in  a  con:mittee  of  tho* 
whole  Heufc.  » 

M.I..S.  Thornton  moved  that  the i  fccretary  of  the  bank»: 
ivhowaf  attending^  might  be  called  in.     Ordered.  > 

The  fecretary  brought  a  propofai  from  the  bank  for  tho. 
|«jicwal  of  the  chatter  ;  which  being  read  joy  the  chairman, 
purported  to  be,  *<  that  in  cunfideration  of  three  millions  to 
kepai^d  imnxediately,  they  may  have  a  continuation  beyond* 
the  prf  fent  term  for  twenty-one  years.  -  The  payment  of 
tbefe  rhrcp  millions  to  be  fecured  by  Exchequer  bills,  which 
aKe.tobepaidoff  in  fix  years,  that  is  on  the  6th  day  of  Apri]| 
x8o6.  The  Exchequer  bills,  during  part  of  that  term,  to 
bear  no  intere(l|  aini  during  the  remaining  term,  an  ii^^ereft 
of  ^l.  per  ctfnt,*-         '         V 

The  Chancellor  of  (he  Exchequer  faid,  that  conceiving  na 
gentleman  could  have  any  obje6\ion  to  what  he  haci  at  prcfer^t 
to  prc^fe,  he  ihduld  only  have  occafioi^  to  trou()le  the  Houfe 
iKry  Ihortly.  He  would  jult  ftate  to  the  Houfc  the  advan- 
mgos  which  were  likely  to  arife  tq  the  public  by  the  s^doption 
of  this  meaiure,  which,  on  a  rough  edimate,  lie  believcc( 
would  be  from  6  to  700,000!.  He  k\(o  obfervcd,  that  if  thoJ 
three  milliops  were  not  taken  in  confequence  of  this  rnea- 
fure,  it  would  ncceflarily  go  into'  and  increafe  the  enfuing 
loan  to  the  amount  ot  that  fum.  That  before  the  expiration' 
of  fix  years,  v^e  jnight  reasonably  hope  to  be  relieved  from 

our 
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«iir  prefent  diff  cultt^f  and  berfobmittBd  it  ro  the  candour  of 
gentlemen^  whether  gictt  advouiriige.wfts  not  likely  toaccnife 
to  the  public  between  the  terms  on  which  a  loan  might  how 
be  expeSed  io  be  had,  and  the  rate  of  inteveft  which  vionef 
would  be  tikely  to  bear,  if  a  peape  ihould  be  eftabiiibed  b^ 
fore  we  were  obliged  to  repay  this  three  milKons^  One^ob^- 
jedion  he  was  aware  might  be  ftated  againft  the.reiifew«d  of 
the  charter,  and  that  was  the  circumilanoe  of  the  knifc4ia^ 
in^  fotrie  time  fmce  (lopped  making  .payments  'in  cafli ;  but 
this  he  was  convinced  would  be  entirely  done  away,  when  k. 
was  confidered  that  from  the  manner  in  which  this  cifcum«* 
!(hmce  had  been  got  over,  ttie  whole  appeared  To  honourable 
to  the  chara£^er  of  the  bank,  and  to  the  credit  ai  tbecnaM- 
trvy  that  from  it  had  emanated  the  utmoft  confidence  of  the 
people  art  l8rge>  and  the  itioft  irrefragable  proof  of  the  (bli- 
dity  of  the  tnditutton. 

Tbe  committee  csime  to  a  rerolutipn  to  cootintre  the  bank 
charter  gfahted  to  th.cm  by  the  a£l  of  2iil  year  of  hispre&nt 
Majefty. 

Mr.  Tierney  wi(hcd  to  know  whether  the  propoTal  for  th» 
renewal  firft  came  from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  t# 
the  bank,  or  from, the  bank  to  the  rii^ht  hon.  Gcnikman  ^ 

The  ChaiHelhn  of  the  Exchequer  (did ^  the  propofal  wasArft 
made  by  him  to  the  bank  (iire<3ors  \  was  then  fubmitted  by 
them,'aft6r  they  had  approved  of  it,  to  the  condderattan  and* 
judgment  of  a  court  of  propfieiors,  .who  having  approved 
the  fame,  on  mature  deliberation,  it  came  back  tohim  ;  and, 
from  that  time,  he  ami  the  bank  diredors  bad  a£led  together. 

Mr.  Tierney  faid,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
and  the  bank  diredors  a:iing  U'geiber,.  was  a  thing  he  had 
never  heard  of  before.  ^  «         . 

The  Hoiife  was  then  re  fumed,  the  report  brought  tip,  and 
ordered  to  be  taken  into  further  confideration  on  Tutfday 
next. 

Sir  John  Sinclair  gave  notice,  that  as  fonieaHufipti^,  he 
uoderftood,  bad  been  made  to  ind'oriuea,  on  the  argtmsettV  tti 
to  the  "fear  city  of  corn,  he  AiouM,  on  Monday  next,  move 
that  that  bufinefs  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whotf 
Houfe,  fitt^ngon  the  corn  committee. 

In  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  the  bill  forc^n* 
finning  the  fufpeiifion  of  the  H(ibens  Corpus  aA, 

The  Attomty  General  moved^  that  the  cominus^nce  be  fixed 
to  the  firft  of  February,  1 8oi .     Ordered. 

The 
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The  Houfe  refumed,  rep<>rt  received,  aiid  the  bill'  ordered 
to  be  read  a  thfrd  time  on  Monday  next. 

POOE  LAWS. 

Mr.  tmtbread  moved  the  order  o(  the  day  for  the  fecond 
reading  of  the  bill  for  amending  aft  a^th  Elizabeth  relative 
to  the  poor  taws. 

Sir  William  Young,  Mr.  Simeon,  Mr.  Ellifon,  atid  Lor^ 
Belgrave  oppofed  it. 

Mr.  fVhithread  atifwercd  fheif  objefiions  very  aUy^  boft 
finding  the  Houfe  againft  him,  would  not  divide  it  oti  the 
^ueftion. 

The  Houfe  then  refolved  that  thia  bill  be  read  a  feconi 
time  on  this  day  fix  months. 

ARMY  EXTRAORDinARIES^ 

The  Chancelhr  of  the  Excbeauer  moved  the  army  extraordi^ 
Bariea  in  the  flupe  of  refolutions,  as  foUows  s 

Aimyextiftofdtnarietfor  the  years Soo  .  -    ^  s» 500,000 

jDeficiCKcy  in  former  grant*               ^       .         •               «  447,000 

Secret  Services  ^  w  •  .  1 50,000 
To  make  good  the  like  fum  purfuant  to  addieflls,  aad  not  yet 

madegpod               .      *         .               ./               .  a6,to| 

Kelief  of  luiF«ring  cici  gy  of  France  and  Atnerican  loyalist  ^42,791 

Kelicf  of  emigrant  elf r^y  and  emigrant!    '            *                •  7»574. 

Curil  eftabiifluiient  of  ^Upper  Canada.           ^            ^            -  '7>950- 

DittOt  Nova  Scotia            -            -            *                «           -  5i540 

DittOt  New  BrunlWlck               -            •               .             •  4*460 

DitfOy  liland  of  Sr,  John^s  America                •          -            .  1,900 

Ditto,  Cape  Breton         .  ^                -              -            •        .  r,t^ 

DittOy  Newfoundland                *                ^             •                ^  1,644 

Ditto,  Baliama  libnda               -                -               -.          .  4»ioo 

Ditto,  Bermuda*        -            -                -                .                •  58^ 

Ditto,  Don^inica             -             -                 •             »               .  600 

Ditto,  New  Sotith  Wftles  ...  630.91  A 
Billa  drawn  00  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury  from  New  South 

Walee,  and  not  yet  come  to  hand            *            .              •  249074 

Charge  iW  Superintending  Aliens                  .       '     .           .  6,369 

Copies  at  home            -            -        ,    -                •             .  31,535 

■ 

The  Houfe  r^fumed,  the  report  was  brought  up  and  or«> 
deted  to  be  received  On  Monday. 

Mr*  Roft  brought  up  the  Scots  diftillery  biU ;  which  was 
read  a  firit  and  fecond  time,  and  ordtr<fd  to  be  cooMnhied  on 
.  Monday  next. 

Adjouined  to  Monday. 
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APPENDIX: 


CONTAINING 


TREATIES,  STATE  PAPERS,  PARLIAMENTARY 
REPORTS,  AUTHENTIC  DOCUMENTS,  &c. 


Papers  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  relating  to  the  late 
War  in  the  Eajl  Indies  mtb  Tifpoo  Sultaun. 

No.  X. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Sepret  Committee  of  the  Court  -of 
Directors,'  to  the  Governor  General  in  Council  of  Bengal » 
dated  1 8th  June  1798. 

WE  take  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  aoquain ting  you,  that  we 
have  received  information  from  his  Majcftjr's  Mintfterfl^ 
that  a  very  large  armament  of  ^lips,  troops,  military  ftores;  &c« 
&c.  has  been  lately  fitted  out  at  Toulon,  and  that  tt  failed  from 
thence  on  the  19th  ult.     Although  the  ultimate  objeA  of  this  ar- 
mament has  not  been  afcertained,  it  is  not  improbable,  from  many 
circpmftances  that  have  tranfpired,   and  from  the  fptrit  of  daring 
adventure,  by  which  the  French  have  been  a£tuated  (faring  the 
prefent  war,  that  its  deflination  may  be  for  India,  either  (having 
orft  taken  poffeffion  of  Egypt)  by  way  of  the  Red  Sea ;  down  the 
coafl  of  that  Tea ;  or  even  perhaps  by  the  Black  Sea,  or  by  fiuf* 
fora;  his  Majcfty's  Miniftcrs  have  therefore  informed  us,  that  im- 
mediate mtefures  will  be  taken  for  a  confiderable  augmentation  of 
the  European  fcfce  in  the  Eaft  Indies :  You  may  therefore  expe6( 
that  not  lefft  than  four  thoufand  feafoned  and  difeiplined  troops, 
and  perhaps  a  larger  number,  may  be  frnt  to  the  Company's  fet- 
tlements  with  all  podible  expedition,  part  of  which  will,  we  trud, 
reach  India  not  many  months  after  the  receipt  of  this  difpatch. 

Should  the  expedition,  notwithflanding  the  meafures  taken  by 
his  Majefty's  government  to  intercept  and  defeat  it  in  the  Mediter* 
raneau,  reach  Egypt,  and  be  deflined  for  India  by  either  of  the 
routes  we  have  mentioned,  a  part  of  hit  Majeily's  fleet,  confiding 
of  two  men  of  war,  and  probably  a  floop,  now  under  difpatch  for 
India,  will  be  ordered  to  be  ftal^pned  in  the  (Iraits  of  Babelmandel, 
and  in  the  gulph  of  Periia,  fi^r  the  purpofe  of  intercepting  any 
force  that  may  oe  proceeding  Co  India  that  way. 

A  copy  of  a  proclamation  iflbed  at  the  Mauritius  iii  the  month 
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of  March  laft,  has  been  already  tranfmittcd  to  our  fcveral  prefidenr 
cies  by  Mr.  Pringlc,  the  Company*s  agent  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  We  are  unable- to  judge  whether  this  prod amat ton  be  ir^ 
j-eafity  what  its  import  declares  it  to  be,  and  Tippoo  has  really  con- 
ceived any  hoftiledefigns  agaiuft  the  Britifh  empire  in  India,  or  in- 
tended merely  as  a  feint,  with  a  view  to  embroil  us  with  that  Prince. 
Our  refpe6tive  governments  will  of  courfe  have  taken  fuch  pre- 
^ationary  meafures  in  confequence  as  appeared  to  theoi  nep^ary, 
and  applicable  to  exillingcircumflances.. 

Our  ehipire  jn  jhe  Eaft  has  ever  been  an  objc^'of  jealoufy  to  the 
Trench,  and  we  know  that  their  former  government  entertained 
fanguine  hopes  of  being  able  to  reach  India  by  a  fliorter  paiTage 
than  round  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  we  have  no  doubt  that 
fhe  prefent  government  would  rifk  a.  great  deal,  and  even  adopt 
mealures  of  a  mod  enterprizin^  rind  uncommon  nature,  for  the 
chance  of  reducing,  if  not  annihilating,  the  Britiili  power  and 
confequence  in  that  quarter  of  the  world.  To  efFt«fl  this,  with- 
out the  aid  and  previous  concert  of  one  of  the  Indian  powers, 
ieems  almoft  impoffible,  and  would  fcarccly  be  attempted.  '  In  thp 
prefent  fituacion  of  India,  Tippoo  appears  the  fitteft  inftrument  to 
be  employed  in  the  furtherance  of  fuch  ambitious  projeAs. 

It  is  highly  improbable,  that  Tippoo  fliould  have  entered  into 
any  league  with  tne  French,  without  fome  apparent  preparation  on 
his  part  of  an  hoftilc  nature  in  furtherance  of  their  defigns.  If 
fuch  therefore  fhall  have  been  the  cafe,  it  would  be  neither  prudent 
nor  politip  to  wait  for  aftual  hoflilities  on  his  part.  ^Ve  therefore 
recommend,  thaf  if  you  ihall  not  have  adopted  the  neceflary  mea- 
fures  ifbr  bringing  Tipnoo  to  a  fatisfa»ftory  explanation  before  the 
receipt  of  this  difpatcn,  that  you  fhould  immediately  take  the  pro- 
per (teps  for  fo  doing,  accompanying  this  enquiry  with  fuch  a  dif- 
pofition  of  your  force  as  may  give  elfe^  to  it ;  and  fliould  yoi^ 
judge,  either  from  his  anfwers,  or  from  t[\c  fteps  he  i§  tajting,  that 
Ills  defigns  are  Aich  as  the  French  proclamation  reprefents,  and  that 
he  is  making  preparations  to  a6t  hoflilely  againfl  us,  \^e  think  it 
will  be  more  advifeable  not  to  wait  for  fuch  an  attack,  but  to  take 
the  moft  immediate  and  moft  decifive  meafures  t6  carry  our  arms 
into  our  enemy's  country,  not  failing  at  the  fame  time  to  make 
known  to  the  powers  in  alliance  with  us  the  neceflity  of  fuch  mea- 
fures, and  that  we  have  not  in  view  a  wanton  attack  upon  our  in- 
yeterate  enemy  with  a  defign  to  augment  our  own  power,  but  a 
neceflary  and  juftifiable  defence  of  our  own  pofleflions,  and  calling 
upon  them  for  the  afliflance  they  are  under  engagements  to  fur* 
nifli  us. 

But  although  we  have  thus  recommended  cnerg)',  firmnefs,  and 
deciflon,  in  ypur  condu6l  toward^  Tippoo,  we  rely  upon  your 
piing  the  latitude  allowed  you  in  ijlc  preceding  paragraph  with  the 
litmoft  clifrretion,  that  we  may  not,  be  involved  "in  a  war  in  Indi^ 
wiihput  the  mofl  inevitable  neceflity,  of  which  neceflity  we  leave 
;  vou  to  be  the  fole  judges.  And  as  it  is  impoffible  for  us  to  con* 
•  '  *    '  jcflurci 
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Jcfture,  ihould  either  the  proclamation  circulated  at  the  Mauritius 
oe  founded,  or  the  force  now  in  the  Mediterranean  be  really  deP 
tined  for  India,  what  meafures  the  implacable  revenge  and  ra(h 
cntcrprizc  of  the  French  may  induce  them  to  undertake  againft  the 
Britilh  power  in  India,  we  can  only  exhort  our  feverai  govern^ 
inents  to  be  conftantly  upon  their  guard,  and  watchful  again  ft  fur- 
prifc,  by  not  only  keeping  the'  troops  in  perfeft  order  tora^ion, 
and  our  forts  and  garrifontt  in  conflant  preparation  of  defence,  but 
If  it  {hail  appear  neceflfary,  by  encouraging  military  aiTociations 
amongil  our  civil  fervants  and  others,  as  in  this  country,  which 
may  be  prepared  to  a6l  on  any  emergency;  and  in  carefulJy  keep- 
ing in  view  cver^  channel  through  which  it  may  be  poffible  for 
France  to  get  an  FAiropean  force  out  to  India,  and  taking  precau- 
tionary mcafures  to  prevent  it. 

We  have  trsnfmitted  copies  of  this  difpatch  to  our  governmentf 
pf  Madras  and  Bombay. 

No.  s« 

Circular. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  Court  of  DU 
rectors  to  the  Governments  in  India ;  dated  the  d6th  November 
1798. 

OUR  letter  to  you  of  the  i8th  June  laft,  inclofcd  a  copy  of  our 
orders  to  the  Governor  General  in  Council  of  the  fame  date,  rela- 
tive to  the  expedition  from  Toulon  under  General  Buonaparte,  and 
^ire^ing  your  obedience  thereto,  fo  far  as  fliould  refpe<ft  your  pre- 
fdency. 

Our  fubfequent  advices  of  July  and  Auguft,  will  have  ioformed 
you  of  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Jones  to  refide  at  the  Court  of  the  , 
Pacha  of  Bagdat,  as  well  as  of  the  obje6ts  of  his  miffion,  and  of  the 
reinforcements  already  fent  and  now  fending  out  to  India. 

Since  the  date  of  our  letter  of  June  lad,  above  alluded  to,  the 
landing  of  Buonaparte  in  I^-gypt  has  been  fully  confirmed ;  and  al- 
though, by  the  glorious  viftory  of  Admiral  Nelfon  over  the  French 
fleet  near  Alexandria,  and  the  oppofition  made  to  their  progreis 
through  Egypt  by  the  Arabs  under  the  authority  of  the  Forte,  the 
defignsof  the  French  have  been  confiderably  impeded,  yet  if,  con- 
trary to  our  hopes  and  expe^ations,  he  ihould  be  able  to  eflablifb 
himfelf  in  Egypt,  we  cannot  but  (Itli  be  under  apprehenfions  for 
the  fafety  of  our  Indian  polfeffions.  Thefe  apprehenfions  are  con- 
fiderably increafed  in  confequence  of  fome  hints  lately  fuggefted  bj 
the  right  hon.  Henry  Dundas,  that,  if  the  French  fhould  be  able  to 
fubdue  Egypt,  and  to  eftablifh  their  authority  in  that  country,  it 
it  likely  their  next  progreflive  meafure  would  be  to  fecure  the  com- 
munication of  the  Red  Sea  with  the  ^Iph  of  Cambay,  at  the  nar- 
row ftraits  of  Babelmandel;  iind,  if  in  their  power,  to  detach  a 
fufficient  force  to  take  pofTeffion  of  the  Ifland  of  Pcrim,  fituate 
between  the  two  poiats  which  include  thofe  ftraits. 

'  The 
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The  poHeiSon  of  this  ftation  will  be  of  the  greateft  importa: 
to  the  French,  in  fecuring  the  advantages  they  propofe  to  them- 
felves  in  the  conqueQ  of  Egypt,  and  confequentJy  it  is  well  dc- 
ierving  of  the  utnK>fi  vigiUnce  and  exertion  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain,  to  defeat  any  plan  they  noay  entertain  to  get  it  into  their 
kands.  If  we  ihould  fucceed  in  making  ourfelves  maftdn  of  that 
Idand,  it  would  be  in^poHible,  in  the  fit  (I  inftance,  for  any  (hips 
to  pafs  the  flraits  agfliniV  a  fuperior  naval  force  (btioned  there.  It 
may  then  be  fecured  and  fortified,  by  the  application  of  fuch  tna* 
teriais  as  its  iituation  may  afford,  for  completing  its  permanent  de- 
fence, and  for  effectually  commanding  the  channels  throufb  which 
fiiips  muil  pafs  to  the  Indian  Ocean. 

We  underiland  that  the  ill  and  of  Perim  is  a  low  rockv  fubAance^ 
about  five  miles  in  length  and  two  in  breadth  ;  that  it  poflefles  4 
good  harbour ;  ihsit  the  channel  which  divides  it  from  the  African 
Coafl,  though  fourteen  or  fifteen   miles  acrofs,  is  but  little  frc- 

3 rented,  on  account  of  the  numerous  rocks  and  flioals  which  ob« 
ruH  it,  iiifomuch  as  to  render  it  nereflary  for  veiTels  that  do  at* 
tempt  it,  to  fteer  clofe  imder  the  wcftcrn  point  of  the  I  (land,  and 
that  the  extreme  breadth  of  the  other  channel  is  lefs  fhan  twa 
leagues^  and  that  this  fpace  cannot  be  navigable,  nor  the  deep  water 
every  where  at  fo  great  a  difiance  from  the  Ifland  as  to  be  out  of 
the  reach  of  its  batreriei,  whether  erected  on  the  ihore,  or  on  ar« 
tificial  proje<!''tion8  within  the  fea,  if  fuch  flK>uid  be  found  neceflarj 
tp  the  entire  command  of  the  parage. 

We  have  entered  thus  fully  mto  detail,  to  (hew  the  importance 
of  taking  poflcfiion  of  the  Ifland  of  Ferim  without  delay;  nor  U 
difpatch  alone  necefTary,  but  fccrcry  is  equally  indifpenfable,  as  it 
is  not  in^robable  that  provifional  mcafures  have  been  taken  by  the 
French  to  aflcmble  fomc  vefTels  of  burthen  at  the  port  of  Suez,  to 
co-operate,  in  whatever  way  their  fervices  may  be  wanted,  with  the 
primary  expedition^  and  if  the  defign  were  known,  they  would  de-^ 
'tach  a  foixc  at  all  hazards  to  fecure  thefirft  poHefrion  of  it. 

Mr.  Secretary-  Dundnshas  further  informed  us,  that  although  the 
commanders  of  his  Majefty's  fleets  in  India  have  already  been  di- 
TcAcd  to  ufe  every  effort  in  their  power  to  fruilcpTe  the  deilgns  of 
the  French  in  the  expedition  under  Buonaparte,  yet  fpccial  orders 
will  be  fent  out  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  his  Majefty's  naval 
force  in  the  Indian  Seas,  as  foon  as  poflihle  to  detach  to  the  ftrajts 
of  Babelmandcl  fuch  a  force,  as  according  to  the  information  he 
fh''II  have  received,  he  may  judge  futficient  for  the  fervice;  in  the 
inftrutftions  to  take  poffellion  or  the  Ifland  of  Perim,  by  whatever 
power  it  may  be  occupied  at  the  time. 

The  importance  of  the  meafure  we  have  thus  pointed  out,  will 
enfure  your  mod  cordial  endeavours  in  promoting  the  fame  by 
every  means  with  in- your  po\y^er.  The  fccurity  or  our  moft  va« 
Itiabic  poflLiUons  in  India,  if  hot  pur  very  e:t^flence  there,  de- 
pends upon  dtfe^itin;;  the  prefent  formidable  anci  inveterate  defign 
of  tl\e  French  a^diail  lho£b  pofTci^iins, 

No.  3, 
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Xxtraft  of  a  Letter  from  the  Right  Honourable  the  Governor 
Goieral  to  the  Court  of  DireAors^  dated  Fort  William ;  the  a  ift 
November,  1798. 

Par.  I.  By  my  letter  difpatched  overland  from  Fort  St.  George^ 
I  had  (he  honour  to  inform  you  of  my  arrival  at  that  Prefidency 
on  the  26th  of  April. 

12.  While  I  was  engaged  in  confidering  the  means  of  improving 
the  interna]  order  and  management  of  your  finances,  I  received 
inteUigence  which  led  me  to  apprehend  the  approach  of  a  war  with 
Tippoo  Sultaun,  aided  by  a  French  force.     lOur  Secret  Commit- 
tee 18  in  pofleflion  of  this  intelligence,  of  which  the  refult  on  my 
mind  was  a  firm  conviflion,  that  the  (afety  of  your  pofleffions  in 
the  peniofula  of  India  demanded,  that  your  armies  fhould  be 
placra  in  an  aAive  and  early  ftate  of  preparation  for  war.    Ac- 
cordingly, having  apprized  the  Governor  of  Fort  St.  George,  aa 
early  as  the  8th  of  June,  of  my  apprehenfions  of  the  deGgns  of 
the  enemy,  and  having  dirtied  his  attention  to  the  probability  of 
our  being  involved  in  hollilities,  on  the  20th  of  June  I  iflued  my 
final  or<fers  to  the  Governments  of  Fort  St.  George  and  Bombay* 
for  calling  your  armies  into  the  field  .on  the  coafts  of  Coromandei 
and  Malabar.    Thefe  orders  have  been  executed ;  and  I  truft  that 
the  fubfequent  difclofure  of  the  proje^b  entertained  by  France 
againft  the  Britifh  empire  in  India,  and  the  adventurous  and  daring 
fpirit  with  which  thole  projefts  have  been  profecuted,  will  fumr 
aently  juftify  to  your  honourable  Court  the  meafures  of  precau- 
tion, which  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  adopt  for  the  defence  of  your 
territories,  although  the  immediate  efiea  of  thofe  meafures  has 
lieceflarily  occafioned  a  largef  incrcafe  of  your  expences,  a  diminu- 
tion of  your  commercial  inveftment,  ana  a  fufpenfion  of  the  im- 
provements which  I  hsld  hoped  to  have  accompliflied  in  the  ftate 
of  your  pecuniary  affairs. 

13.  It  would  MVe  been  a  moft  improvident  and  miihken  eco- 
nomy, to  have  hazarded  the  permanent  fafecy  of  the  Britifh  empire 
in  India,  and  to  have  abandoned  the  fources  of  your  commercial 
profperity,  without  defence,  to  the  attack  of  the  enemy,  for  the 
purpofe  of  preferviog  a  fpecious  and  delufive  appearance  of  fecu« 

.  rity  in  a  conjuncture  of  real  danger* 

14.  I  am  perfuaded  that  the  wifdom  and  jufHce  of  your  honour-^ 
Able  Court,  will  readily  approve  the  policy  of  facrificing  a  degree 
of  temporary  advantage,  to  the  important  object  of  providing  aa 
eliedual  proteftion  for  the  foundations  of  your  trade  and  revenue^ 
and  for  the  lafting  tranquillity  of  your  pofleffions  in  India. 

15.  Under  the  expedation  of  an  approaching  war  with  Tippoo 
Sultaun,  aided  by  the  French,  the  fUte  of  our  alliances  with  the 
country  powers  became  an  anxious  objeft  of  my  confideration. 

26.  I  have 
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i6.  I  have  fubmitted  a  full  detail  of  tny  opinions  and  proceed- 
logs  upon  this  fubje6l  to  your  Secret  Committee,  but  it  is  my 
duty  in  this  place  to  requelF  the  attention  of  your  honourable 
Court,  to  the  condition  in  which  I  found  our  alirance  withf  his 
highnefs  the  Nizam,  and  t6  the  happy  improvement  which  cir- 
cumilances  have  enabled  me  to  effed  in  the  nature  of  our  connec- 
tion with  that  prince. 

17.  The  corps  comq[ianded  by  French  officers  in  the  iorvlce  of 
the  Nizam,  which>  during  the  lafl  war  with  Myfore,  amounted  to 
no  more  than  i,$oo  men,  and  was  at  that  period  of  time  ib  defec- 
tive in  point  of  difcipline,  as  to  be  rather  an  objed  of  contempt 
than  of  jeaiouly  to  .your  governments  in  India,  had  gradually  aug* 
mented  its  numbers,  and  improved  its  difcipline  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  late  Monlieur  Raymond,  until  at  the  period  of  my 
arrival  in  India  it  had  nearly  reached  the  number  of  14,000  men, 
and  had  obtained  a  degree  of  difcipline  fuperior  in  every  rcfpetft  to 
that  of  any  native  infantry  in  India,  excepting  the  fepoys  enter-' 
tained  in  your  fervicc. 

18.  This  corps  formed  the  largeft  and  moft  efficient  branch  of' 
tke  military  cftablifliment  of  his  Highnefs;  and  the  French  officers 
had  acquired  a  condderable  afcendency  in  his  dominions,  and  had 
manifefled  on  feveral  occafions  the  lymptoms  of  a  difpofltion  io 
arrogant.  Overbearing,  and  adventurous,  as  to  excite  alarm  in  the 
minds  of  his  highnefs  and  of  his  miniflers.  Although  his  Highnefs 
had  entered  into  no  en:^agemcnt  or  obligation  which  in  any  degree 
bound  him  to  retain  this  party  in  his  lervice,  and  although  their 
fudden  dlfmiffion  would  at  any  time  have  been  warranted  by  every 
principle  of  juftice,  and  their  continuance  at  Hydrabad  threatened 
the  independence,  if  not  theexiftence  of  his  Highnels's  throne ;  yet 
the  Nizam  and  his  Miniftci-s  confeflcd  their  inability  to  check  the 
growth  of  a  power  of  which  they  acknowledged  the  dangerous  iu- 
fluencc,  and  dreaded  the  deftrudtive  effect. 

19.  The  principles  of  the  French  officers  commanding  this 
army,  were  avowedly  the  fame  with  thofe  of  the  perfons  who  for 
fome  time  pall  have  exercifed  the  powers  of  Government  in  France, 
and  their  enmity  to  the  Britifli  interefts  was  declared  on  all  occa* 
fions.  While  this  army,  commanded  by  Frenchmen  of  fuch  prin- 
ciples and  views,  and  of  fuch  uncontrouled  power,  remained  ia 
the  fervicc  of  the  Nizam,  his  Highncfs's  alliance  muft  have  proved 
a  fouice  rather  of  danger  than  or  advantage  to  the  Company  in  the 
event  of  a  war  with  Tippoo  Sultaun,  and  that  danger  would  have 
been  greatly  aggravated  by  any  co-operation  which  might  have  beeij 
aiforded  to  Tippoo  from  France.  Various  other  conuderations 
will  occur  to  the  wifdom  and  experience  of  your  honourable  Court, 
to  prove  the  direA  and  collater^  effects  which  the  exiftence  of  a 
numerous  armed  French  part}',  'ia  the  centra  of  the  Decan,  muft 
have<produced,  whether  in  lime  of  war  or  of  peace,  upon  the  whole 

frame  of  your  political  intcrefts  iiji  India. 

%o.  Under 
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20.  Under  tbefe  circumftanccs  the  expulfion  of  the  French 
'party  from  the  court  of  Hydrabad,  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  necef- 
&ry  part  of  chat  fvllem  of  precaution  and  defence  by  which  1  hoped 
to  be  eaabled  either  to  ebcouuter  the  preflure  of  war,  or  to  fecur« 
the  advantages  of  peace. 

21.  With  thcfe  views,  on  the  Sth  of  July  I  inftrufted  the  a^ing 
Refident  at  HyJrabad  to  open  a  negpciation  with  his  highnefs  th# 
Nizam,  propoiinz  an  addition  to  the  Britifli  detachment  ferving  at 
Hydrabad,  and  Uipu luting  for  the  difmifiion  of  thte  corps  com* 
manded  by  French  officers  in  his  highnefs^s  fcrvice. 

22.  A  new  fubGdiary  treaty  founded  on  this  baHs,  and  em« 
bracin(»  other  collateral  arrangements  (particularly  fuch  conditions 
as  appeared  necedary  for  the  removal  of  all  caufes  of  jealoufy,  and 
for  the  rcAoration  of  union  and  concord  between  our  two  allies, 
the  Pefliwali  and  the  Nizam)  was  fign'ed'by  his  highnefs  at  Hydra- 
bad  on  the  I  ft  September,  and  ratified  by  n^e  in  council  ou  the  i8th 
of  the  fame  month. 

23.  By  this  treaty  an  increafe  is  made  in  the  Brftifh  fubiidiary 
force  fervin?  with  his  highnefs  of  4,400  men,  and  an  increafe'  in 
^e  annual  iubfidy  paid  by  his  highnefs,  of  about  nineteen  lacks 
of  rupees.  The  former  ful>fidy  having  been  S3i7i3  A rcot  rupees 
per  menfem,  and  the  fubddy  under  the  new  ueaty  being  201. 425 
Arcot  rupees  per  menfem,  or  24,17,100  Arcot  rupees  per  annum. 

24.  The  fubftance  of  this  treaty  was  communicated  to  the  Pefhwai 
^th  previoiiily  and  fubftquently  to  its  concluiion ;  and  at  both 
periods  he  exprefled  his  entire  approbation  of  the  nature  and  ten-» 
dency  of  the  new  engagements,  a$  well  in  their  operation  upon  the 
intereflsof  the  Mahratta  empire,  as  upon  thofe  of  the  Nizam. 

25.  On  the  13th  of  July  I  ordered  the  Government  of  Fort 
St.  George  to  alTemble  fuch  a  force  in  the  Guntoor  Circar,  as 
might  enable  me  to  fulfil  the  fubfidiary  engagements  of  the  Com- 
pany under  the  new  treaty,  41  the  earlieft  poflible  period  fubfeqnent 
to  its  conclufion.    This  oK^fure  was  executed  with  the  utmofl 

'  degree  of  promptitude  and  alacrity  by  Lieutenant-General  Harris 
(at  that  time  uniting  in  his  perfon  the  offices  of  Governor  of  Fort 
St.  Georgfc,  and  Commander  in  Chief  on  the  Coafl  of  Coroma^del ; ) 
to  whofe  2eal  anc)  publick  fpirit,  and  prompt  obedience  on  sill 
occafions  winerein  I  have  encrufted  him  with  the  execution  of  my 
orders,  |  am  happy  to  be  able  to  bear  this  public  teftimony. 
.  26.  The  Britifli  detachment  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Roberts  reached  Uydrabad  on  the  lOth  of  October,  and  oa 
the  azd  October,  under  the  orders  of  his  highnefs  the  Nizam,  and 
with  the  co-operation  of  a  body  of  his  cavalry,  furrounded  the 
camp  of  the  French  army,  difarmed  all  the  fepoys,  and  fecured  the 
perfoos  of  all  the  French  officei'S  then  in  the  camp. 

27.  This  operation  was  hajmily  effe^ed  without  bloodihed  and 
without  conteih  A  mutiny  oavine  broken  out  in  the  French 
camp  on  the  preceding  day,  and  the  ^poys  having  imprifcmed  their 
officers,  the  Refident  at  Hydrabad  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ro- 
berts, with  the  confen;  of  the  Nizam,  judicioufly  availed  them* 
Y01..L  1799,  b  felvq 
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felvesof  this  favourable  opportunity  to  execute  this  important  mea* 
furc  without  difficulty  or  danger. 

28.  The  amount  of  the  French  force  difarmed  on  this  occafioci 
was  about  11,000  men,  from  which  circumftance  your  honourable 
Court  will  obfcryc  that  a  part  of  the  corps  was  abfent  on  detach- 
ment, as  will  appear  by  reference  to  the  return,  No.  a.  of  the 
French  ofBcei's  arrefted  on  the  22d  of  O^ober,  meafures  have  beeii 
taken  for  the  arreft  of  thofe  who  commanded  the  detached  force. 
The  French  oifHcers,  by  my  particular  orders,  were  treated  with 
every  pra^'lirable  degree  of  attention  and  humanity.  At  the  period 
of  their  arreft  by  our  troops,  their  perfons  were  in  confinement, 
ind  their  lives  in  danger,  from  the  mutiny  prevailing  in  tbeit 
camp;  and  the  grcateft  difficulty  which  Colonel  Roberts  encoun- 
tered was,  that  of  rcfcuing  the  imprifoned  officers  from  the  vio- 
lence of  their  own  iirpoys.  Particular  care  was  taken  to  favc  the 
{>ropefty  of  the  officers  for  their  ufe,  as  well  as  to  obtain  for  thetn 
iuch  arrears  of  pay  and  allowances  as  were  due  to  them  from  hii 
highnefs.  Captain  Kirkpatrick  informs  me»  that  he  has  been 
complcatly  fuccefsful  in  effe^ing  both  thcfe  defirable  objerts.  The 
French  officers  arc  now  on  their  paflagc  to  this  Preiidcnry  on  board 
the  Bombay  frigate,  which  ^1  had  prcvioufly  flationed  at  Mafulipa- 
tam  for  their  accommodation :  on  their  arrival  at  Calcutta,  it  is 
my  intention  to  receive  them  with  the  confideration  due  to  thcic 
refpe^live  ranks,  and  to  allow  them  every  indulgence  compatible  . 
with  the  fecurity  ot  their  perfons.  J  propofe  to  fend  them  to  Eu- 
rope bv  the  earliefl  opportunity  ;  ufing  the  precaution  of  difperf- 
ing  them  in  different  uiips. 

29.  On  the'f  arrival  in  England,  I  have  engaged  that  they  (hall 
not  be  treated  as  prifoncrs  of  war,  but  ihall  be  immediately  tranf- 
ported  to  France  without  fuffering  any  detention  for  ah  exchange 
of  prifonerg.  The  treaty  under  which  this  meafure  was  executed, 
has  been  alreadv  forwarded  overland  to  vour  Secret  Committee, 
And  it  now  forms  a  number  of  the  fecret  dilpatch  by  the  Eur}-dice, 
'  30.  1  he  effc(^l  of  the  meafure  will,  I  truft,  be  highly  favourable? 
to  your  political  inierefts  in  the  pcninfuU  of  India.  '-Tiie  Britiih 
fubiidi^ry  force  now  flationed  in  the  dominions  of  his  highneis 
the  Nizam,  while  it  mu(l  tend  to  cement  the  conne^^ion  betweea 
the  Conipany  arid  that  prince,  and  to  render  him  a  more  ufeful 
and  ( ffi(  ienl  ally  in  rhe  event  of  war,  will  operate  at  all  times  as  an 
effc<5tii.  I  protc(f\ion  to  your  pofleffions  in  the  northern  circars, 
and  the  total  fubverfion  of  the  French  influence^  in  the  Decan; 
uiuler  all  the  circumftances  of  the  prefent  moment,  is  an  event 
from  which  I  expefl  to  derive,  not  only  additional  fecurity  for 
your  territories,  but  for  the  general  tranquillity  of  India. 

3 1 .  Amonj^  your  fei  vants  who  have  been  concerned  in  the  exeai- 
tipn  of  my  orders  on  this  occafiooi  I  have  already  recommended 
Lieutenant  General  Harris  to  your  ^vourabie  notice ;  to  his  namo 
it  is  my  duty  to  add  thofe  of  Captain  Kirkpatrick,  and  of  Liente- 
nant-Colooel  Roberts.    I  found  the  former  in  the  iLtoation  of 
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kAiiig  Refideht  at  Hydribad  *  and  to  his  zeal,  addrefs,  difcretion, 
and  ffrmnefs,  I  attribute  the  early  fuccefs  of  the  negociadon  en- 
trufted  to  his  management.  ^ 

32.  Upon  the  refignation  of  Colonel  Kirkpatrick,  I  took  occa- 
fion  to  manifefl  my  lenfe  of  Captain  Kirkpatrick's  merits,  by  ap* 
pointing  htm  reiident  at  the  court  of  the  Nizam. 

33.  To  the  ability  and  temper  of  Lieutenvint-Colonel  Roberts, 
acting  under  the  judicious  inilrudidns  of  the  Refident,  I  attribute* 
the  complete  and  fatisfaftbry  execution  of  the  articles  of  the  treaty 
relating  to  the  difmifiion  of  the  French  army;  and  his  conciliatory 
and  humane  condud  towards  the  officers  deferVed  the  higheft  com* 
Inendation, 

34.  The  rumours  which  have  prevailed  of  the  intended  approach 
of  Zeman  Shah  to  the  frontier  of  Hindollan,  although  of  a  vague 
land  cotittadidory  nature,  appeared  to  me  not  wholly  undeferving 
*6f  attention ;  and  I  have  the  fatisfe^lion  to  infbrm  you,  that  every 
poflible  precaution  has  been  taken  fdr  the  effectual  defence  of  thd 
frontier  of  Oude.  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  inform  you,  that 
although  I  found  the  fubfidy  of  the  Nabob  Vizier  confiderably  in 
arrcir,  I  have  fucceedcd  in  perfuading  hi«  Excellency  to  difchargi 
a  large  pa&*t  of  it;  and,  in  juflice  to  his  Excellency,  I  am  bound 
to  declare,  that  I  have  found  him  (incerely  difpofed  to  fulfil  his 
engagements  under  the  treaty  concluded  by  Lord  Teignmouth^ 
and  to  mani{cft  on  euery  occafion  a  cordial  attachment  to  the  inte* 
refts  of  the  Company.  The  fituation  of  affairs  on  the  cbalt  of 
Coroniandel,'  and  the  ncceffity  of  providing  againft  the  pbffible 
event  of  a  war  with  Tippoo  Sultaun,  have  hitherto  phevented  me 
from  vifiping  the  Upper  Provinces.  But  I  have  not  been  unmind« 
ful  oi  the  affairs  ot  Oude;  ahd  I  trufl  chat  I  (hall foon  be  able  to 
turri  my  undivided  attention  to  the  improvement  df  the  civil  and 
military  edablifhments  of  the  Nabob  Vizier, 

jc.  Although  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  call  your'armies  into 
the  field  in  every  part  of  India,  my  views  and  ezpedtations  are  all 
direfted  to  the tirefer ration  of  peace,  which,  in  the  prefent  crifis, 
cannot  othei'wile  be  fecured  than  by  a  ftate  of  forward  preparation 
for  war.  In  the  meanwhile,  you  may  rely  on  my  unremitting 
efforts  to  confine  your  expences  within  the  mofl  narrow  limits, 
^nd  to  raife  your  commercial  inv^ffment  to  the  htghell  fcale  com- 
patible with  the  indifpenfable  rieceffity  of  providing  for  the  fecu- 
rity  of  your  poffeffions.  In  the  execution  of  my  orders  for  the 
prote^ion  of  your  territories  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  I  am 
mucj;!  indebted,  to  the  zeal  and  diligence  of  Mr.  Duncan  and  Gene- 
ral Stuart;  and  the  vigilance  and  Hrmnefs  manifefled  by  the  Go- 
vernment of  Bombay,  on  the  firft  intelligence  of  the  progrefs  of 
tbt  French  arms  in  £g}'pt,  faav^  obtained  my  public  and  cordial 
voiir  approbation.  It  is  alfo  a  peoriiar  fatisfa6lion  to  me  to  inform 
honourable  Court,  that  I  have  received  from  Lord  Clive  the  moft 
k*eady  and  honourable  fupport  in  the  preparations  for  the  defence  of 
the  Carnatic ;  and  that,  repofing  the  moll  implicit  confidence  in  his 
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^rdfliip^i  anxious  folicitude  for  the  profpertty  of  the  general 
adminiftration  of  your  affairs  entrufted  to  my  hands,  as  weT]  as  in 
his  afiiduous  attention  to  the  peculiar  duties  of  his  own  ftation,  I 
exped  to  derive  confiderable  benefit  to  your  fervice  from  a  iincere 
union  with  him,  in  the  important  ta(k  of  preferving  and  improving 
the  interefts  committed  to  our  joint  charge. 

36.  Notwithlhinding  the  great  flrength  of  the  military  force 
now  in  India,  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty,  for  the  further  (ecurkj 
of  this  Preiidency,  to  embody  the  militia,  compolcd  of  the  Euro* 
pean  and  Armenian  inhabitants  of  Calcutta,  and  my  orders  for 
this  purpofe  have  been  obeyed  with  an  alacrity  and  zeal  which 
flrongly  indicate  the  refolution  of  your  civil  fervants,  and  of  all  the 
European  and  Armenian  inhabitants  of  Calcutta^  to  devote  their 
perfonal  fervices.to  the  defence  of  the  feat  of  your  Supreme  Go< 
vernment  in  any  exigency  which  may  arife.  My  intention  is  to 
eftabliih  this  ufeful  CDrps  upon  a  permanent  foundation,  as  an  in«> 
ilitution  horn  which  great  advantage  may  hereafter  be  derived* 

No.  4. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Right  Honourable  the  Governor  Ge- 
neral in  Council  at  Fort  bt.  George;  dated  the  lath  January 
1799. 

Public  Department. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors  for  affairs  of  the  Ho- 
nourable the  United  Company  of  Merchants  of  £ngland  trad« 
lag  to  the  £all  Indies. 

Honourable  Sirs, 
On  the  id  January  the  Right  Honourable  the  Governor  Geoe^ 
ral  took  his  feat  in  Council  at  this  Frefidency,  and  recorded  a  mi- 
nute, in  which  his  Lordfliip  has  been  pleaied  to  explain  the  reafons 
which  induced. him  to  vifit  this  Prefidency.  We  have  the  honour  to 
CT)clofe  a  copy  of  this  minute,  to  which  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you* 
We  are  happy  that  our  endeavours  to  meet  tb^^wiOies  of  the 
Governor  Geueral  have  received  his  Lordfhip's  approbation;  and 
being  feniible  of  the  importance  of  his  prefence  in  this  place  during 
the  Drefent  moft  critical  conjunAure,  we  have  aiTured  him  of  our 
mo(t  cordial  co-operation  and  afliitance  in  the  coodu&  ^  ihe  ar* 
duous  affairs  which  engage  his  Lord(hip*s  attention. 

We  are,  Honourable  Sirs, 

Your.faithful  hutnbl*  fervants, 

•  (Signed)  Momington, 

Clivt, 
Fort  St.  George,  Wm.  Petrie, 

f2th  Januai7  1799.  £.  W.  FallofieM. 
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Copy  of  the  Earl  of  Mornin^ton's  Minute ;  dat(d  Foct  St.  Geor^'' 

2d  January  1 799. 

The  Governor  General. 
The  criticriJ  ftate  of  oar  actual  fitaation  with  Tippoo,  muil 
neceflkrily  require  frequent  references  to  the  Governor  General  ia 
Council,  on  a  variety  of  important  points,  which  will  demand  a 
prompt  and  immediate  deciuon.     My  contiouance  in  Bengal  dur** 
ing  fuch  a  criUs,  might  have  been-  attended  with  great  inconve* 
ntence  to  the  public  fervice,  and  the  leafon  for  active  operations 
might  inve  been  cohfumed,  before  my  opinion  could  ha<ve  beea 
obtained  on  the  feveral  emergencies  vhich  may  be  eiped^ed  to 
arife.    The  coniideration  of  this  inconvenience  is  the  principal 
motive,  which  has  induced  me  to  proceed  to  this  Prefidency  ;  and 
I  am  happy  to  take  this  opportunity  of  declaring,  that  I  fliould  not 
have  feh  my  prefence  to  have  been  at  all  reqmite  lor  the  porpoie  of 
ndding  energy  or  vigour  to  foch  branches  of  tlie  public  fervice,  as 
fall  within  the  particular  duty  of  this  Government.«i**I  am  perfectly 
fatisfied  with  the  condu^  ot  this  Government,  in  the  reQ>e6iable 
hands  to  which  it  has  been  committed ;  and  I  am  perfuaded  tb^t  I 
ihould  always  have  found  the  fame  cordial,  manly,  and  honourable 
fupport  from  your  Lordfiiip  in  Council,  which  has  already  obtained 
the  public  teUimony  of  my  unaualiBed  approbation.     My  obje^ 
there&yvCf  in  taking  my  feat  at  ^nis  Board,  is  no  otfa^  than  to^le* 
prive  our^enemies  of  the  advaxuages  which  they  mijght  derive  under 
ihe  prefent  circumlUnces,  from  the  remote  Utuation  of  the  power 
entruiled  to  me  from  the  probable  fcene  of  a&ion.^-— The  provif- 
iions  of  the  law  require,  that  the  authority  of  the  Governor  in 
Council  at  Fort  St.  George  ihould  be  veiled  in  my  haodr  during  m^ 
reiidence  at  this  Prefidency :  the  public  «fb  and  proceedings  of  this 
Government  rouft  accordingly  pals  in  my  name ;  b^t  I,  anxious 
as  well  firom  motives  of  perfonal  refped,  as  from  confi<|eratioai 
conneAed  with  the  public  fervice,  that  my  rcfidenceat  this.  Prefix 
dency  fboofd  in  no  degree  impair  the^efent  or  future  dignity  and 
influence  of  Lord  CUve  i  I  thcDBfore  am  deiirousof  abftaining  frooa 
all  unnecefTary  interference  in  the  details  of  thb  government,  nor  do 
I  wifh  to  diilurb  the  fyftem  eflabliihed  under  his  Lordfliip*s  imme*' 
diate  diredion  by  the  interpofliton  of  my  power  of  fuperintendencQ 
on  the  fpot,  beyond  the  limi^of  tbe  ordmary  exercife  of  that  power 
at  the  feat  of  the  Supreme  Government  in  Bengal  {  I  tberefore-re* 
queft  that  Lord  Ciive,  and  the  members  of  this  Couocil|  will  tako 
the  trouble  of  conducing  the  details  of  this  Government,  ejpeciallv 
thofe  which  relate  to  the  patronage  of  the  Governor  in  Council^ 
according  to  the  principles  which  have  been  obferved  by  his  Lord* 
ihip  fmce  his  arrival  in  Indian  and  I  am  fatislied  that  I  ihall  dcrivt 
the  utmod  flcgret  of  advantage  from  the  united  zeal,  talents,  expe» 
rience,  and  aifiduity  of  thofe  whom  I  have  the  honour  to  addrd^ 
^Ule  my  principal  attention  mud  be  devoted  to  the  fuperintend« 

cnce 
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tnce  of  tbe  general  interefts  of  all  the  Company's  pofleffions,  and 
of  the  fecurity  and  defence  of'  the  Britifh  empire  in  India,,  againft 
the  various  dangers  by  which  it  has  recently  been  nrjen?  red". 

\  (Signed)  MoRNiNeiTON; 

A  true  copy. 

(Sighed)  J.  Webbc,  Sec.  to'Gov. 

•  Fort  St.  George^ 
sd  Jan.  1799- 

No.  6; 

Copy  oi  a  Letter  froth  the  Right  Honourable  the  Governor  anti 
Council  of  Fort  St.  George  to  the  Court  of  Dire&ors ;  dated 
13th  Januaiy  1799* 

Public  Department. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Dire^^ors,  for  affkirs;  of  the 
Honourable  the  United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England 
trading  to  the  £afl  Indies. 

Honourable  Sirs, 
Par.  I .  Our  siddreis  of  the  i  Jth  Oftober  laft,  to  the  Secret  Com- 
mittees, will  have  enabled  them  to  apprize  your  Honourable  Court 
of  the  very  critical  fituation  in  which  the  Britifh  intereils  in  India 
were  at  that  time  placed. 

2.  The  roeafures  which  have  been  taken  for  defeating  the  defigni 
of  the  enemy,  and  for  the  prote6iion  of  your  pofleffions,  will  doubt- 
lefs  have  been  fully  communicated  to  your  Honourable  Court  by 
the  Supreme  Government;  it  is  therefore  fufficient  for  us  at  pre- 
fent  to  infomi  you«  that,  for  the  effe^hial  execution  of  thofe  mea- 
fares,  the  Right  Honourable  the  Governor  General  has  deenoed  his 
prefencc  necddary  at  this  Prefidcncy. 

3.  In  conformity  to  this  refolution,  his  Lordfhip  arrived  at  thid 
phce  on  the  31ft  ultimo,  upon  his  Majefty's  fhip  La  Sybfcllc. 

4.  On  the  ad  infbnt  a  proclamation  was  accordingly  made  of 
.  bis  Lordihip^s  arrival,  for  the  purpofe  of  exerciiing  the  powers  and 

authorities  veiled  in  him  by  the  aft  of  the  33d  of  his  prefent  Ma« 
jtfly,  as  Qovernor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  St.  George. 

We  are.  Honourable  Sirs, 

Your  faithful  humble  iervantSj 
(Signed)  CKve, 

Tort  St.  Geor^  Wm.  Petrie, 

13th  January,  1799.  E,  W.  FallofWd. 
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No,  7. 

CxtraA  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  MornlngtoD  to  the  Secret  Commit* 
tec ;  dated  Fort  St.  George,  1  jth  Marcli  4799. 

To  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  Honourable  Couit  of  Dire6lof3. 

Honourable  Sirs, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  the  army  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Harris  entered  the  territory  of  Myfore  on  the 
5th  inibnt. 

The  General  commenced  his  operations  by  the  capture  of  feveral 
forts  upon  the  frontier  of  Myfore,  which  it  became  neceflary  for 
oar  troops  to  occupy,  in  order  that  the  different  convoys  from  the 
Baramahal  might  fuifer  no  interruption.  Thefe  forts  were  all  fur* 
rendered  without  refinance. 

Inhe  iateft  accounts  from  the  army  are  of  the  loth  inilant,  when 
it  had  advanced  to  Aricul ;  at  which  time  General  Harris  expected 
lo  reach  Seringapatam  by  the  24th  at  farthefi. 

On  the  day  General  Harris  palled  the  frontier,  he  forwarded,  by 
my  direction,  a  letter  from  me  to  Tippoo  Sultaun,  of  which  a  copy 
IS  inclofed.  No  aafwer  had  been  received  to  that  letter  on  the  loth 
inftant. 

No  fatisfa^ory  account  of  the  ftate  of  the  French  army  in  Egypt 
has  yet  reached  me  nor  any  intelligence  of  Commodore  Blanket's 
arrival  at  his  ftation.  Since  I  had  the  honour  of  addreifing  my  laft 
letter  to  you,  I  have  received  the  fulleft  and  moil  authentic  infbr- 
m^^tion  of  the  circumftances  flated  in  the  poftfcript  of  my  letter  of 
the  13th  February,  relative  to  the  miffion  ofMonf.  de  Bcrc  with 
native  vakeels  from  Tippoo  Sultaun,  to  the  Executive  DireAory  of 
France.  They  embarked  on  the  7th  ultimo  from  Tranquebar,  and 
•re  to  touch  at  the  Ifle  of  France. 

I  have  the  honour  to  ihclofe  a  copy  of  9  declaration  publilhed  by 
Lieutenant-general  Harris,  in  the  name  of  the  allies,  on  entering  the 
•crritory  of  Myfore. 

No.  «. 

€opy  of  a  Letter  frpm  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Mom- 
.  ington  to  the  Court  of  Dire<Stors ;  dated  20th  March   1 799. 
(Received  per  Sarah  Chrifttana  13th  September  1799.) 

To  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors. 

Honourable  Sirs, 

In  my  fcparate  difpatch  of  the  2  ift  of  November,  by  the  Euty- 
dtce,  I  informed  your  Honourable  Court,  that  although  I  had 
deemed  it  my  duty  to  call  your  armies  into  the  field  in  ever}-  part  of 
your  poileiTions,  my  views  and  expcdations  were  all  direded  to  the 
prefervation  of  peace  in  India. 

a.  In  the  letter  of  the  13th  of  January,  from  the  Governor  Ge- 
ineral  in  Council  at  Fort  St.  George,  I  apprized  your  Honourable 
^ourt  of  my  arrival  at  this  Prefidency,  to  which  I  thought  it  my 

duty 
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duty  to  proceed  from  Bengal,  in  the  hope  of  opening  a  negotiatioq 
with  Tippoo  Sultaun.  for  the  amicable  adjuitfnent  of  the  diflFc«» 
fences  which  had  arilen  between  that  Prince  and  the  Honourable 
Company^  Government. 

3*  In  my  diipatcbes  to  the  Secret  Contmtttee  of  your  Honour- 
able Court,  i  have  regularly  tranfmitted  advices  of  the  Aate  of  polir 
tical  affairs  in  India,  and  i  havcfuU y  expUioed  :hc  principles  u'hich 
have  governed  my  conduct,  not  only  toward^  .TJppoo  Sultaun,  but 
towards  all  the  native  powers,  fince  I  have  taken  charge  of  the  Go* 
Ternment  General. 

.  4.  Having  ultimately  been  compelled  to  commence  hoHilitiei 
againft  Tippoo  Sultau'n,  it  is  now  become  my  duty  to  lay  before 
your  Honourable  Court  an  accurate  detail  of  tlie  caafes  of  the  war 
in  which  we  are  engaged, 

,  5*  For  thii  purpofe,  it  will  be  ueceQary  to  draw  your  attention 
|o  a  period  of  time'as  remote  as  the  month  of  June  1 798,  and  to 
trace  from  that  date  the  prc»refs  of  thofe  events,  which  have  finally 
produced  the  necefTity  of  retorting  to  arms  for  the  fecurtty  of  your 
intcrcfts  committed  to  my  charge.  / 

6.  A  proclamation  ifTued  by  the  Governor  Geoeral  of  the  Ifle  of 
France,  in  the  month  of  February  179B,  made  its  firfl  appearaa^s 
at  Calcutta  on  the  8th  of  June  of  the  iame  year. 

7«  This  proclamation  ilates,  that  an  embafly  had  arrived  at  the 
Ifle  of  France  with  letters  from  Tippoo  Sultaun,  addrefled  not  only 
to  the  Goverument  of  that  idand,  but  to  the  Executive  Directory 
of  France;  propolinz  to  conclude  an  offenfive  and  defenfive  al- 
liance with  the  French,  to  fubfidize  and  to  fupply  whatever  troops 
the  French  might  ftirnifh  to  the  Sultaun,  and  to  commence  againft 
the  Britiih  power  in  India,  a  war  of  aggrelGon,  for  which  the  Sul- 
taun is  declared  to  be  fully  prepared,  waiting  with  anxiety  the  mo^ 
ment  when  the  fuccour  of  France  fliall  enable  him  to  fatiafy  his 
ardent  defire  of  expelling  the  Britifli  nation  from  India.  The 
proclamation  concludes  by  offering  encouragement  to  the  fubj^^ 
of  France  to  enter  into  the  fervice  of  Tippoo  Sultaun^  on  ternns  tQ 
be  fixed  with  his  ambafladors  then  on  the  fpot. 

8.  Although  I  was-  inclined,  in  the  firft  iniHnce,  to  doubt  the 
authenticity  of  this  extraordinary  publication,  I  thought  it  advife* 
able  to  tranfmic  a  copy  of  it,  on  the  9th  of  June,  to  Lieut.  General 
Harris  (then  Governor  of  Fort  St.  George,  and  Conimr.ndrr  in 
Chief  on  the  roafl  of  Coromandel)  informmg  him,  that  if  the  pro- 
clamation fliould  prove  authentic,  it  mud  lead  to  a  ferious  dilcuf- 
iion  with  Tippoo  Sultaun ;  and  directing  Lieut.  Gener^  Harris  to 
Confider  without  delay  the  means  of  aflembling  the  army  on  the 
coaft  of  CoromanJelf  if  necelRty  fliould  unfortunately  require 
fuch  a  precaution. 

9.  On  the  1 8th  of  June  1798,  I  received  a  regular  authentica- 
tion of  the  proclamation,  in  a  letter  fi'om  his  Excellency  the  Earl 
ot  Macartney,  dated  the  aSth  of  March ;  and  at  the  fame  time  fe- 
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^l^eral  arnred  at  ^Calcutta  who  had  been  prefent  in  ihe  Ifl<  of 
France  at  the  time  of  the  publication  of  the  proclamation. 

lo.  By  a  ilri^  examuiation  of  the  moft  refpeAable  of  theie  per- 
fons,  T  was  enabled  to  obtain  an  authentic  and  accurate  ftatemenfi 
of  aN  the  material 'circiimftances  attending  the  publication  of  the 
proclamation  at  the  Ifle  of  France  i  the  uibflance  of  whi<ih  (bte^ 
tnent  I  have  already  forwarded  to  your  Secret  Committee,  and 
Aow  have  the  honour  to  fubmit  to  your  Honourable  Court* 

I  r.  Tippoo  Suttaun  difpatched  two  ambafladors,  who  embarked 
at  Mangalore  for  the  Ifle^of  France,  and  arrived  at  Port  Nord* 
ouefl  in  that  ifland,  towards  the  dok  of  the  month  of  January 
1798.  The  ambafTadors  were  received  publicly  and  formally  by 
the  French  Government,  with  every  circumdance  of  diftindioa 
and  refpedt,  and  they  were  entertained  at  the  public  expence  dunng 
their  continuance  on  the  Ifland. 

12.  Previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  ambajfc^rs  on  the  ifland,  no 
idea  or  rumour  exifted  there  of  any  aid  tdNI  furniflied  to  TippOo 
Snltaun  by  the  French,  or  of  any  profpc6t  of  a  war  between  that 
Prince  and  the  Company ;  but  within  two  days  after  the  arrival  of 
the  ambaifadors,  the  proclamation  in  queOion  was  fixed  up  in  the  - 
nrioft  public  places,  and  circulated  through  the  town  of  Fort  of 
Nord -ouefl. 

13.  The  ambafTadors,  far  fi'om  protefting  againfl  the  matter  or 
ftylc  of  the  proclamation,  held  without  refcrve,  in  the  moft  public 
manner,  'the  fame  language  which  it  contains  with  rcfpc<5t  to  war 
T)f  aggreflion  to  be  commenced  by  Tippoo  Sultaun  againft  the  Brl-r 
tifli  po^fflions  in  India,  and  they  even  fuffercd  the  proclamation 
to  be  publicly  drftiibuted  by  their  agents  at  the  place  of  their  re* 
iidcnce. 

14  The  ambafTadors  were  prefent  when  the  French  Govern- 
ment preceded  to  a<^  under  the  proclamation  in  qneflion  ;  and 
the  anihaiTadors  aided  and  alTifled  the  execution  of  the  proclama- 
tion, by  makin^y  promiles,  in  the  name  of  Tippoo  Sultaun,  for  the 
purpofe  of  indiK'Ing  recruits  to  en  11  ft  in  his  fervice. 

15.  The  ?tmba(?adors  propofed  to  levy  men  to  any  p*^6licable 
extent.  Hating  their  powers  to  be  unlimited  with  refpedl  to  tlie 
forre  to  be  raifed  in  the  name  of  Tippoo  Sultaun.  They  entered 
into  certain  flipuiations  and  engagements  in  the  name  of  the  Sul- 
taun (according  to  the  tenor  of  the  lafl  paragraph  of  the  procla- 
mation) withleveral  Frenchman,  tmd  others,  particularly  with 
Mr.  Dubnc,  whom  the  ambaifadors  engaged  in  tha  fervice  of  their 
Sovereign,  for  the  cxprcfs  purpofe  of  affifling  in  the  war  to  be 
immediately  commenced  againfl  the  Britifh  power  in  India. 

16.  The  proclamation  therefore  originated  in  the  arrival  of 
Tippoo's  ambafladoi-s  at  the  Tile  of  France ;  it  was  diftrihuted  by 
their  agents,  it  was  avowed  in  every  part  by  their  own  public  decla- 
rations, an.-l  finally  it  was  executed,  according  to  its  tenor,  by  their 
perfonal  affi (lance  and  co  operation. 

17.  On  the  7th  of  March  1798,  the  ambaflardors  embarked  tt 
Appk.n,    Vol.  1, 1799.  •  ?*^ 
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Port  Nofd-oucft,  on  bftard  the  French  frigate  la  Pfeneufe,  toge- 
ther with  the  force  thus  raifed  in  the  name  of  Tippoo  Sultaun, 
.•mounting  to  about  two  hundred  men,  incJunvc  of  feveral  o^cers^ 

•  the  chiefs  o\  whom  wt  re  M.  M.  Dubuc  and  Chapney. 

'  iS.  Such  it>  the  fubflancc  of  the  evidence  obtained  from  the  per- 
.  fbns  who  were  preft- nc  in  the  Ifl*'  of  France  during  the  refiJcncc  o* 
, Tippoos  ambaffadors  ;  from  other  authentic  fourccs  I  learnt  the 
fequel  of  the  tranfa^tion. 

•  19.  1  he  French  frigate  La  Pfeneufe,  with  the  Sultauns  aavbaf- 
fadors>,  and  the  French  troops  levied  for  his  fervice,  arrived  at 

•  Mangalore  on  the  26th  April  1798. 

20.  An  opportunity  now  occurred  of  afcertaining»  beyond  the 
poflibility  of  doubt,  whether  the  a<^s  of  the  Sultaun's  ambalfadors 
in  the  Ifle  of  France,  were  confot  mable  to  the  inftrudions  of  their 
Sovereign.     For  although  the  prefumption  was  already  fufficiently 

'  powerful,  that  the  am^afladors  would  not  have  ventured  to  tranf* 
grcfs  the  limit  of  their  commiflion  in  a  matter  of  fuch  momentous 
importance,  as  the  conclufion  of  ofFenfivs  engagements  with  the 
French  again  (I  the  Englifh  Eafl  India  Company,  it  yet  remained  a 
quedion,  whether  Tippoo  Sultaun  would  venture  openly  to  avow 

'  proceedings,  which  could  not  fail  to  expofe  him  to  tnc  juil  refeat* 
ment  of  your  government. 

ai.  Tlus  queftion-was  immediately  folved,  for  the  SultaUn, 
without  hefitation,  permitted  the'French  force  to  land  publicly  at 
lilangalore;  and,  far  from  manifefting  the  lead  fymptom  of  difap- 
. probation  of  the  rondu6l  of  the  embafly  in  any  partx>f  the  nego- 
tiation, he  formally  received  his  ambafladors  and  the  French  offi- 
cers, and  principal  perfons  in  their  fuite,  with  public  and  extraor- 
dinary marks  of  honour  and  dillindion  ;  and  nnally,  he  admitted 
the  greater  part  of  the  French  force  raifed  for  the  purpofe  of  roak* 
iuE  whr  upon  the  Honourable  Company,  into  his  fervice,  in  wbkU 
it  is  flill  entertained. 

22.  By  this  public  and  unequivocal  fan^^ion,  he  mufl  be  con- 
fidcred  not  only  to  have  perfonally  ratified  the  engagements  con- 

-taincd  in  the  proclamations  of  the  Governor  General  of  the  Ifle  of 
France,  but  to  have  taken  the  preliminary  meafures  for  accompliih- 
ing  the  defign  which  the  amba(Iadors  had  avowed  in  his  name. 

23.  Tippoo Sultaun,therefore,  having a^ually  concluded  offendve 
and  defeniive  engagements  with  the  French  again  (I  the  Honourable 

.Company ;  having  collcv.^ed,  by  the  aid  of  the  French,  a  force 
openly  deliined  to  carry  thofc  engagements  into  effcft  ;  having  ap- 

. plied  to  the  Executive  Dire»5lory  of  France  for  a  more  powerful 
iorce  deftintd  to  the  fame  end ;  having  fignified  through  his  public 
ambafladors  to  the  enemy,  that  hii>  preparations  for  war  (as  far  as 
they  depended  upon  himfelf)  were  actually  complete;  having 
avowed  the  obje(El  pf  thofe  prcparivtioos  to  be  the  fubverfion  of  the 

•  Britifh  empire  in  India;  and  finally  having  declared  the  delay  of 
the  meditared  blow  to  proceed  from  no  other  caufe,  than  his  ex- 

•peAation  of  receiving  further  aid  from  the  enemy  ;  I  could  not  -he- 

iitate 
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fitate  to  pronounce  that  he  had  flagrantly  violated  the  treaties  of 
peace  fublifting  between  him  and  the  Honourable  Company;  and 
that  hp  had  committed  an  a£l  of  direift  hoilility  and  aggredioa 
agalnfl  the  firitifli  Government  in  India. 

24.  To  confirm  the  conclufions  neceflarilv  rcfuhiBg  from  the 
fads  already  ftated,  I  received  undoubted  information,  that  Tip- 
poo  SuUaun  had  for  fome  time  paft  been  employed  in  military  pre- 
parations, conformably  to  the  hodile  fpirit  of  his  engagements 
with  the  enemy;  that  the  greater  part  of  his  army  was  a^ually  in 
a  ^ate  of  equipment  for  the  field  ;  and  that  a  large  portion  of  it 
was  then  encamped  under  his  perfonal  command. 

a 5.  To  your  honourable  Court  it  would  be  fupei'fluous  to  ob- 
fcrve,  that  no  provocation  had  been  offered  by  any  of  your  go- 
vernments in  India,  to  juftify  or  to  palliate  any  aft  of  hoft'lity, 
or  even  any  emoxion  of  jealoufy  or  fufpiciofci  on  the  part'of  Tip- 
poo  Sultaun;  but  I  think  it  necefTary  to  rej&k  in  this  place,  that 
at  the  very  moment  of  receiving  the  authennc  copy  of  the  procla- 
mation ilTued  in  the  Hie  of  France,  I  had  ordered  the  difputed  dif» 
trid  of  Wynaad  to  be  delivered  to  tlie  Sultaun,  after  a  public  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  juflice  of  his  claim  to  that  pofTcfTimi,  and  I 
had  propofed  to  open  an  amicable  negociation  for  the  purpofc  of 
adjufting  his  recent  claims  to  a  part  of  the  diftridl  q(  Cooya,  on 
fimilar  principles  of  equity,  according  to  jhe  tenor  of  the  icvcnth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Seringapatamf 

26.  The  Sultaun  himftlf  had  not  attempted  toalledge  even  the 
pretext  of  a  grievance  again  ft  the  IJritifh  government :  In  his  let- 
ters to  Sir  John  Shore  (written  a  (liort  time- before  the  return  of 
the  Myforean  ambafTidors  from  the  Ifle  of  Franpe,  and  received  at 
Fort  William  on  the  26th  of  April  i798»  the  day  on  whuh  the 
French  force  landed  at  Mangalore)  Tippoo  declares,  '•  That  his 
fiiendly  heart  is  dir;)ored  to  pay  eve?'y  regard  to  truth  and  juftice, 
and  to  ftrengthcn  *he  foundations  of  harmony  and  concord  between 
the  two  nations;'*  and  he  fignifies  his  defire,  that  **  Sir  John  Shore 
would  imprefs  Lord  Mornington  with  a  fenfcof  the  fricndlhip  and 
unanimity  fo  firmly  fubliftinj  betv/een  the  two  dates  " 

2j,  This  is  not  the  lani^uat^e  of  hoflility,  nor  even  of  difcon«» 
tent;  from  what  difpofition  in  tne  friendly  heart  of  the  Sultaun 
thefe  amicable  profeflions  have  proceeded,  how  they  are  conneftcd 
with  a  regard  to  truth  and  jullice,  or  calculated  to  ftreogthen  th^ 
foundations  of  harmony  and  concord,  and  to  imprcfs  me  with  a 
fcnfe  of  the  firmncfb  of  the  Sulfa nn's  friend fliip,  your  honourable 
Court  can  now  determnie  without  difficulty,  finre  it  is  now  proved," 
that  thrfe  letters  were  written  at  the  very  crifis  when  he  w^s  in 
anxious  expcClaiioii  of  the  hourlv  arrival  of  that  military  fuccoiir 
which  he  had  earntftly  folicitcd  from  the  enemy,  for  the  exprefs 
purpofe  of  commencing  a  war  of  aggreljjon  agaioft  the  Company's 
poflcilions. 

28.  That  Tippoo  Sultaun  had  not  yet  received  the  efft(ftual  fuc- 
cour  which  he  had  folicitcd  from  the  French,  might  have  been 

c  a  alcribed 
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afcribed  cither  to  the  diflraftcd  ftate  of  the  government  of  MaurU 
tius,  pr  to  their  want  of  zeal  in  his  caufe,  or  to  the  raflinefs  and 
i'mbecilit)  of  his  own  coiVBcils;  but  neither  the  meafure  of  his-hof* 
tility,  nor  of  pur  right  to  retrain  it,  nor  of  our  danger  from  it^ 
were  to  be  cftimatcd  by  the  magnitude  of  the  force  which  he  had 
^^ually  obtained,  for  I  knew  that  his  demands  of  military  aflift-f 
ance  were  unlimited;  I  knew  that  they  were  addrcflrd  not  merely 
to  the  government  of  the  Mauritius,  but  to  the  Executive  Direc-? 
tory  of  France,  and  1  could  not  afcertaln  how  foon,  either  by  fome 
revolution  in  the  government  of  the  Mauritius,  or  by  dire£V  intcr- 
pourfe  with  France,  thofe  demands  might  be  fatisficd  to  the  full  ex- 
tent of  his  acknowledged  expeftations. 

29.  Under  all  thefe  circumftances  an  immediate  attack  upoft 
Tippoo  Sultaun,  for  the  purpofc  of  fruftrating  the  execution  of 
Bis  unprovoked  and  unwarrantable  proje^s  ot  ambition  and  re^ 
Tenge,  appeared  to  till;  to  be  demanded  by  the  foundefl  maximi 
both  of  juflice  andjckllfcy. 

JO.  The  aft  of  Tiopoo  Sultaun's  ambafladors,  ratified  by  him- 
fclf,  and  followed  by  the  admiffion  of  a  French  force  into  his  annyt 
'  was  equivalent  to  a  public,  unqualified,  and  unambiguous  declar-f 
ttion  of  war.  But  while  his  hoftile  purpofe  had  been  clearly  roa- 
iiifefted,  the  immediate  means  of  accomplifliing  it  had  happily 
cjifappointed  the  order  of  his  hopes. 

31.  The  inconfiderable  amount  of  the  aid  which  be  had  already 
feceived  from  the  French,  while  it  could  not  be  conftrued  as  a  li- 
mitation of  my  juft  right  to  vindicate  the  public  fafcty,  afforded 
ilrong  argument  of  policy  in  favour  of  attacking  this  defpcrate, 
implacable,  and  treaenerous  enemy,  before  he  couldeither  complete 
fhc  improvement  of  his  own  army,  imder  the  French  officers  whoni 
he  had  already  admitted  into  his  fervice,  or  could  receive  a  f\n*thef 
acceffion  of  firength  under  the  progreffive  operation  of  his  alliance 
^'ith  France. 

32.  In  the  moment  of  his  comparative  weaknefs,  of  his  difap« 
pointment,  and  probable  d<^J€fti<>'>»  the  principles  of  juftifiable 
fblf  defence,  and  of  prudential  precaution,  required  th«kt  we  Aiould 
ftrike  fuch  an  inftantaneous  blow  againll  his  power  and  refources^ 
^s  (liquid  preclude  the  poflibifity  of  his  dtrivinw  any  fubftantial  ad-» 
vantage  from  the  aid  of  France,  whenever  it  ntight  reach  his  do* 
ininiqns. 

33.  Such  was  the  tenor  of  my  opinions  as  early  as  the  20th  o{ 
Tune  17q8.  Although  at  that  early  period  1  could  not  afccrtaia 
from  what  quarter  the  French  would  attempt  to  aflift  the  bultauii| 
I  recorded  my  convi<5lion  that  fome  attempt  to  affilt  him  would  bq 
^moDg  the  earlieft  of  their  operations.  The  conclufion  of  peace 
upon  the  continent  of  Europe,  the  weak  ftate  of  our  allies  in  In- 
dia (parrkuiarly  of  the  Nizam,  wbofe  councils  and  array  were  at 
that  period  fubjecled  to  the  overbearing  induence  of  a  powerful 
{"rcnth  fadSlion)  might  appear  both  to  Tippoo  and  to  F" ranee  to  of* 
fer  a  favourabk  crifis  for  the  ^ttack  of  the  Britiih  pudcflions  in  In- 
''    '  '  '        •  dia| 


fiWu  The  di^fitioQ  of  the  French  gorenmieiit  to  attempt  fueh  aa 
•nterprize  has  never  been  difguifedy  and  although.  I  bad  not  ob* 
lained  poAtive  proof  that  ainv  formal  and  regular  correfpondenea  ' 
between  Tippoo  Sultaun  and  the  Executive  Diredkory  of  France^ 
bad  exifttd  previous  to  the  embad}'  and  letters  which  arrived  at  tha 
Mauritius  ill  January  1798,  yet  the  nature  of  that  tranfa^ion  af* 
forded  a  ftrong  prefuaiption  that  a  previous  intercourfe  of  the  ianM 
kof^ile  charafter  had  taken  place.  This  prefumption  was  further 
corroborated  by  my  certain  knowledge,  that  for  fome  ttmepaft  va« 
rious  emiilariesof  France  had  reached  the  councils  of  Tippoo  SuU 
laun,  and  that  through  their  reprefentations  he  had  been  taught  to 
entertain  a  confident  expectation  of  fpeedy  and  effe^ual  fupport. 

34.  Even  admitting  that  this  expedation  was  likely  to  be  fruf-^ 
trated,  either  by  a  failure  of  faith  on  the  part  of  France,  or  by  th« 
vigilance  and  fuperior  power  of  his  Majdty's  fleets,  I  was  apprized 
that  Tippoo  had  alfo  difpatched  an  embafiy  to  XHitnHun  Shah,  the 
i^hjf^  of  which  could  be  no  other  than  to  encopage  that  Prince  in 
the  profecution  of  his  long  threatened  invafion  of  Hindoflan.  The 
whole  tenor  of  my  advices  from  the  north  weflern  countries  of 
Jiindoftan,  led  me  to  believe  that  Zemaun  Shah  would  crofs  the 
ji^^^^yBttack,  and  would  endeavour  to  purfue  his  avowed  proje£l  of  in- 
^  yailon  in  the  courfe  of  the  enfuing  ieafbn  ;  and  it  appeared  pro* 
\  bable  that  his  approach,  which  muft  neceflarily  engage  the  attention 
;  tk>t  the  army  in  Bengal,  might  be  the  (igoal  to  Tippoo  Sultaun  for 
^n  irruption  into  (be  Carnatic. 
.  35.  in  additic#  to  thefe  coniidenations,  it  appeared  by  no  meani 
improbable,  that  the  impetuofity  of  Tippoo  Sultaun's  temper,  ex* 
afperaced  by  the  aifiduous  and  unremitting  inftigations  of  tWe  enMf- 
faries  of  France,  might  break  forth  into  hoftilicies  without  waiting 
for  tl>e  a^iial  movement  of  any  Indian  or  European  ally.  His  late 
embail}'  to  the  Ifle  of  France,  fufliciently  manifeiledadifpofition  ea* 
pable  of  purfuing  its  favourite  objed  of  vengeance  againlt  the  Br}« 
%\ih  nation  with  more  z«al  than  difcretion.  it  is  my  duty  furthei^ 
Ho  remark,  that  in  the  month  of  June  1798,  the  diflribution  and  . 
itondicion  of  tho^rmy  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  to  which  I  (hall  ' 
advert  more  fully  in  a  fubfequent  part  of  this  difpatch,  offered  but 
too  flrong  a  temptation  to  the  enterprize  of  a  faithlefs  and  a^i^e 
ene»^\  Under  fuch  circumftances  it  would  have  been  an  unmanly 
and  weak  policy  to  have  confides)  the  faiety  of  the  Carnatic  to  the 

[precarious  forbearance  of  Tippoo  Sultaun,  or  to  have  left  him  airr 
onger  in  the  undiilurbed  podeiiion  of  the  powerful  advantage  of 
being  able  to  chufe,  according  to  his  convenience,  the  time  and 
mo<ie  of  the  attack  which  he  had  openly  menaced. 

36.  I  therefore  recorded  my  decided  judgment,  that  it  was  ne« 
celfary  to  alferfible  the  armies  on  the  coadof  Coromandel  and  Ma* 
kibar  without  delay,  and  i  iflued  my  final  orders  for  this  purpofe  on 
the,2oth  June  1798. 

37.  To  aflemble  the  army  on  both  coafts  was  an  indifpenfable 
pfccautioQi  which  |  could  npt  have  been  ju(lifie4  io  onuttiug,  from 
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the  fnoment  that  I  was  apprifed  of  Tippoo  Sultaun's  ofi^nfire  en« 
gagement  with  the  French,  and  of  the  landing  of  a  French  force 
•t  Mangalore.  But,  being  refolved  on  all  occaiions  to  fubmit  to 
your  Court  a  full  and  didinA  view  of  the  whole  fcopc  of  my  mo- 
tives and  intentions,  i  have  no  hefitation  in  declaring,  that  my  on- 
ginaj  refolution  was  (if  circu  in  fiances  would  have  admitted)  to 
have  attacked  the  Suhaun  inflantiv,  and  on  both  (ides  of  his  domi- 
uions,  for  the  purpofe  of  defeating  his  hoflile  preparations,  and  of 
anticipating  their  declared  objecfl ;  I  was  concerned  however  to 
learn,  from  perfons  mod  converfant  in  militaiy  details  at  Fort  St, 
George  (notwithftanding  the  dillinguiihed  difcipline  of  your  army 
on  the  foaft  of  Coromandel,  and  the  eminent  valour,  activit\%  and 
ikili  of  its  officers)  its  difperfed  flate,  and  certain  radical  deters  ia 
its  cftablifhments,  would  reiider  the  aflembling  a  force  equal  to  of- 
fenfive  movements  againft  Tippoo,  a  much  more  tedious  apd  diffi- 
cult operation  than  ihad  apprehended. 

38.  Some  officers  of  approved  niilitary  talents,  experience,  and 
integrity,  at  Fort  St.  George,  declared  that  yoiir  army  in  the  Car-* 
natic  could  not  be  aflemblcd  hw  offend ve  purpofes  before  the  com- 
fnencement^of  the  year  1800,  and  that  a  period  of  fix  months 
would  be  required  for  it6  equipment,  even  for  the  purpofe  of  de- 
fending the  Carnatie  againfl  any  fudden  attack.'  The  difficulty  of 
affembling  and  moving  your  army  on  the  coaft  of  Coromlandel, 
furniflied  indeed  an  alarming  proof  ofthedefencelefs  and  perilous 
ilate  of  the  Carnatie  in  that  arduous  conjundurc.  But  in  pro- 
portion to  the  preflui-e  of  that  difficulty,  thenectflky  of  an  infl?n- 
taneous  and  aa.ive  exertion  became  more  urgent;  for  whether  the 
army,  when  affembled,  was  to  anticipate  or  wait  the  attack  of  Tip- 
poo, it  appeared  an  equally -indifpen fable  meafureof  precaution  to 
refume,  without  delay,  the  power  of  meeting  that  vindictive  and 
rciilcfs  Prince  in  the  field.  1  was  not  therefore  difcouraj;cd,  either 
by  the  fuggeflions  to  which  I  hr.ve  referred,  or  by  fubicquent  re- 
prefentations  of  a  fimilar  character  and  tendency,  frominfiflingoa 
the  immediate  execution  of  my  orders  for  afTembling  the  army ; 
and  adverting  to  the  fatal  confequences  which  havt  formerly  been 
experienced  in  the  Carnatie,  by  negle(?ling  to  keep  pace  with  the 
forward nefs  of  hoflile  equipments  in  MWbre,  I  refolved  to  entrufl 
the  prote<Elion  of  your  poff'effions  on  the  coafl  of  Coromandel,  to  no 
other  fecurity  than  a  complete  and  early  flate  of  preparation  for 
war. 

31;.  At  Bombay,  my  orders  for  afTembling  the  army  were  exe- 
cuted with  great  pjomptitude  and  alacrity,  unaccompanied  by  any 
fympto.ns  o\  indifpofition  to  thofe  unitedand  zealous  efforts,  which 
the  exi;;cncy  of  the  crifis  demanded  from  every  branch  of  your  civil 
and  military  lervice. 

40.  I  he  unavoidable  dtlay  which  obflru6led  the  aflembling  your 
army  iii  the  Carnatie,  having  rompelled  me  to  relinquifh  my  firft 
intention  offlriking  an  immediate  blow  againS  the  power  and  re- 
iburce3  of  Tippoo  Suitaun,  1  applied  my&lf  to  the  fofmation  o( 
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(ucli  a  permanent  fydem  of  preparation  and  defence,  as -while  it 
tended  to  rellore  to  the  government  of  Fort  St.  George,  with  all 
pra^icabie  diipa:ch|  the  power  of  repelling  any  z€t  of  aggreffioa 
qn  the  part  of  Tip  poo  Suhaun,  might  ultimately  enable  arc  to  de- 
mand both  a  juA  indemnification  for  the  expence  which  the  Sul« 
taun*$  violation  of  treaty  had  occafioned  to  your  government,  and 
a  feafonabte  fccurity  agatnfl  the  confequences  of  his  recent  alliance 
with  the  enemy. 

41.  With  this  view,  while  the  army  was  aflcmbling^on  thecoaib 
of  Coromandel  and  Malabar,  my  early  attention  was  directed  to 
ftrengthen  and  improve  the  defenGve  alliance  concluded  between 
the  honourable  Company,  and  thetr  Hij^hnefles  the  Nizam  and 
Pefliwah,  under  the  treaties  of  Paangul,  Poonah,  and  Seriiigapa- 
tam,  for  the  purpofe  of  eflabliAiing  a  barrier  againfl  the  ambition 
and  revenge  of  Tippoo  Suitaun. 

42.  The  Hate  or  this  alliance  afforded  abundant  matter  of  pain- 
ful anxiety;  I  found  both  the  Pefhwah  and  the  Nizam  (who&  re- 
fpeclive  power  it  was  the  objc<Jil  of  the  treaty  of  Seringa patam  to 
maintain)  in  fnrli  a  ftate  of  efRriency  as  might  render  them  ufcful 
allies  in  the  event  of  a  war  with  Myfore,  reduced  to  the  loweft  con- 
dition of  depreffion  and  weakncfs,  the  former  by  the  intrulion  of 
Doulet  Row  Sindia,  and  the  bttcr  by  the  threatened  hoftilities  of 
the  fame  Chieftain,  by  the  eftablifhment  of  a  numerous  and  aftive 
French  faflion  in  the  centre  of  the'Dccan  ;  and  while  the  internal 
-convulfions  of  each  ftate  had  dimi'nifhed  the  rcfources  of  both,  their 

co-operation  againfl  Tippoo  Suitaun  had  become  impracticable  bj 
the  progrefs  of  their  mutual,  animofities  and  diflcntiona. 

43.  In  this  fcene  of  general  confufion,  the  power  of  Tippoo 
Suitaun  alone  (which  it  had  been  the  policy  of  all  our  alliances 
and  treaties  to  reduce)  had  remained  undidurbed  and  unimpaired, 
if  it  had  not  been  augmented  and  improved. 

44.  The  final  refult  to  the  Britifh  government  appeared  to  me  to 
be,  firft,  the  entire  lofs  of  the  benefit  of  the  treaty  of  triple  alliance 
agiinft  Tippoo  Suitaun,  by  the  utter  inability  of  our  allies  to  ful- 
fil their  detenfiv^ engagements  with  the  Company,  and,  fecondly, 
the  ellablifliment  of  a  French  army  of  14,000  men,  in  the  domi- 
nions of  one  of  our  allies,  in  the  vicinity  0/  the  territories  of  our 
irreconciieable  enemy,  and  on  the  confines  of  the  Carnatic  and  of 
the  Northern  Circars. 

45.  In  this  ftatc  of  our  political  relations,  the  Company  was  ex- 
posed without  the  aid  of  a  fingle  ally,  to  the  hazard  of  a  conteft^ 
with  the  united  force  of  Tippoo  ^uhaun  and  of  the  French.        '  '*' 

46.  My  feparate  difpatch  under  date  the  21ft  of  November,  for- 
warded by  the  Eotydlce,  v/ill  have  apprized  your  honourable  Court 
of  the  meafures  which  I  tcok  for  tlu-  purpofe  of  reftoring  to  his 
Highnefs  the  Nizam,  the  power  of  fulfilling  his  defenlive  engage- 
ment* with  the  Company. 

47.  At  the  fame  time  my  endeavours  were  employed,  with  equal 
aJEduity,  to  give  vigour  and  eiFtcl  to  the  ticaties  fubliiHng  with  his  * 
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Highnefitfie  Fefiiwah.  The  return  of  Nana  Furnaveefs  to  (he  arf-' 
xniniftration,  afforded,  for  fome  time,  a  juft  expectation  that  our 
aUiance  with  the  Mahrattahs  would  fpeedily  be  reftored  with  addi- 
tional vigour  and  advantage ;  but  the  incrcafing  diflraClions  of  the 
Mahrattah  Empire,  unfortunately  fruftrated  the  wife  counfels  of 
that  experienced  and  able  ftatefnf^an,  and  difappointed  my  views 
•at  the  Court  of  Poonah ;  I  had  however  the  fatisfa(5tion  to  afccr- 
tain,  that  the  diipofition  of  that  Court,  under  the  adminidration  of 
"Nana,  continued  perfectly  favourable  to  the  Britifli  interefts;  and 
that  want  of  power  would  be  the  fdc  caufe  of  its  iaadioa,  in  the 
event  of  a  war  with  Tippoo  Sultaun. 

48.  Towards  the  commencement  of  the  month  of  Auguft  lygS, 
I  learnt  the  prej>arations  making  by  the  French  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean. Various  circumftances  attending  the  equipment  of  that 
armament,  inclined  me  to  apprehend,  that  at  leail  a  part  of  it 
mi^ht.  be  deflined  for  aii  expedition  to  India,  although  I  could  not 
believe  tlwt  the  attempt  would  be  made  through  Egjpt.  Under 
thcfc  impreffions,  I  took  the  earlieft  opportunity  or  direAing  the 
attention  of  Rear  Admiral  Rainier  to  the  coafl  of  Malabar,  aoa 
at  the  fame  time  I  propofcd  to  ftrengthen  his  Majefly*s  fquadroo 

"  !n  thefe  feas,  according  to  any  arrangement  which  his  Excellenqr 
might  fuggeft,  and  I  iffued  orders  to  the  governments  of  Fort  St. 
George  and  Bombay,  to  attend  to  his  Excellency's  fuggeftions  on 
this  important  fubjeft.  I  am  happy  to  inform  your^onourable 
Court,  that  his  Excellency,  with  the  utmoft  readincfs,  acceded  tor 
the  propofition  which  I  had  fuggefted  to  him,  with  refpccl  to  the 
defence  of  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  although  his  original  intejition  had 
been  to  proceed  in  the  firft  inftance  to  the  ftraits  of^  Malacca. 

49.  On  the  1 8th  of  September  I  ratified  the  new  fubfidiaij 
treaty  with  the  Nizam,  of  which  I  have  ftated  the  fubllance  in  mf 
feparatc  difpatch  of  the  2  ill  of  Noveml>er  by  the  Eurydicc. 

50.,  On  the  1 8th  of  Oftobcr,  I  received  the  firfl  authentic  in- 
formation of  the  invafion  of  Egypt  by  the  French,  and  of  the  pro^ 
grefs  of  their  arms  in  that  country. 

51.  It  is  unneceflary  to  call  the  attention  of  your  honourable 
Court,*  to  the  evident  connection  of  the  invafion  of  Egypt  with 
the  joint  dcfigns  of  the  French  and  of  Tippoo  Sultaun,  agaiaft  the 
firitifli  power  in  India;  and  I  trufl  it  is  now  equally  fuperfiuous  to 
enter  into  any  detailed  reafoning  for  the  purpofe  of  fatisfying  you 
of  the  fecurity  which,  at  that  period  of  time,  would  have  reuilted 
to  your  iutereds  in  India,  if  my  original  intention  of  anticipating 
the  hoftile  projects  of  Tippoo  Sultaun  could  have  been  carried  into 
immediate  effe^l,  according  to  my  anxious  M'ifli.  The  neceflity« 
however,  of  cither  compelling  Tippoo  Sultaun  to  detach  himfelf 
from  the  interefls  of  France,  or  of  depriving  him  of  the  power  of 
co-operating  with  the  French,  if  they  Ihould  be  enabled  to  reach 
India,  now  became  too  evident  to  admit  of  any  doubt.  My  opt* 
nion  had  long  been  decided,  that  no  negociation  with  Tippoo  Sui« 
taqa  could  be  fuccefsfuli  unlefs  accompanied  by  fucii  a  diipoHtion 

of 
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bf  our  force  as  fliould  alarm  him  for  the  fafety  of  his  capital,  and 
that  no  military  operation  could  effe£l  an  adequate  or  (peedy  re« 
dudion  of  his  power,  unlefs  dircdcd  immediately  to  the  /lege  of 
that  city. 

52.  On  the  20th  of  Odobcr,  therefore,  I  gave  peremptory  or- 
ders to  the  Governnient  of  Fort  St.  George,  for  completing  the 
'equipment  of  their  battering  train,  and  for  advancing  it  with  all 
practicable  difpatch  to  the  mofl  eligible  flation  on  the  frontier  of 
the  Carnaticy  with  a  view  of  proceeding  towards  Seringapatam  a^ 

.the  earliefi  pol&ble  period,  if  fuch  a  movement  into  Mylore  fliould 
become  neceffary.  At  the  fame  time,  I  fignificd  to  the  Govern*^ 
meut  of  Fort  St.  George,  my  intention  of  reinforcing  their  army 
with  3,000  volunteers  from  the  native  infantry,  on  the  eftablifli- 
tnentof  Pengal,  who  had  offered  their  ferv ices  with  the  utmoflaIa<* 
crity  and  zeal. 

53.  To  the  Government  of  Bombay  I  iifued  further  orders,  for 
.2he  coUedion  not  only  of  their  troops,  but  of  the  largefl  pofiible 

fupplies  on  the  coad  of  Malabar. 

54.  On.  the  22d  of  October  (as  I  have  alrcadv  informed  youf 
Honourable  Court)  the  difmiflion  of  the  French  fadion  in  the  Ni« 
eam*8  army  was  happily  arcompliflied  at  Hvdrabad. 

55.  On  the  31ft  of  Oftober,  I  receive<l  the  intelligence  of  the 
gl^ious  vidory  obtained  by  his  Majefly*s  (quadron  under  the  com*- 
mand  of  Sir  Horatio  Nelfon;  but  being  lliil  uncertain  of  the  fate 
jof  the  French  army  in  Egypt,  and  ignorant  whether  an  additional 
force  might  not  have  been  intended  to  co-operate  with  it  in  India, 

.  by  the  ordinary  paflage  round  the  Cape  ot  Good  Hope,  I  4id  not 
iTiax  any  part  of  the  naval  or  military  prcp^arations  which  had  been 
commenced  under  my  orders.  The  opportunity  now  appeared  fa* 
vqurable  for  opening  a  negotiation  with  Tippoo  Sultaun.  I  h^d 
already  communicated  to  the  allies,  the  Nizam  and  the  Pefhwah,  a 
circumftantial  detail  of  the  condud  of  that  Prince,  and  had  received 
from  both  the  mod  unequivocal  afliiramrcs  of  their  entire  concur- 
rence in  my  fentiments  and  views,  as  well  of  their  determination  to 
fiipport  Miy  jud  claims  of  fatisfadion  for  {he  infra^ion  of  the  treaty 
of  Seringapatam. 

56.  On  the  Sth  of  November,  therefore,  I  addrefled  to  Tippoo 
Sultaun  the  Icrter,  of  wliich  a  copy  (No.  2.  A.  and  B.)  accompa« 
nies  this  difpatch, 

57.  Your  Honourable  Court  will  perceive,  that  in  this  letter  I 
have  carefully  avoided  every  hoftile  expreffion,  merely  apprizing  the 
Sultaun  of  my  knowledi>e  of  the  nature  of  his  intercourle  with  the 

.  French  nation,  and  propodng  to  him  to  receive  Major  DovetOD  on 
che  part  of  the  allies,  for  the  purpofe  of  proceeding  to  an  amicable 
arrangement  of  all  fubliding  differences. 

c8.  My  cxpw'clation  wa^,  that  the  neceflary  impreffion  of  the  fuc- 

teis  of  his  Majefty's  fleet  againft  the  French  in  Egypt,  the  revival 

.  of  our  defenfive  alliance  with  the  Nizam,  the  ddtruAion  of  the 

•  French  influence  in  the  Decan,  the  declared  difpoiitioA  of  the  Pefli« 
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wah  to  fulfil  his  defenfive  engagements  to  the  utmofi  extent  of  hh 
power,  the  prefcncc  of  his  Majefty's  fquadron  on  the  coaft  of  Ma- 
labar, reinforced  by  fuch  of  the  honourable  Company's^  ihips  as 
bad  been  equipped  for  the  purpofe,  and,  finally,  the  progrefsof  our 
'inilitarj^  preparations  on  both  coafts,  might  have  induced  the  Sul- 
taun  tofaccede  to  my  propofafs  for  opening  the  channels  of  pacific 
negotiation ;  and  under  thefe  circumflances  I  trufted  that  the  terror 
of  the  Briti(h  arms  might  have  rendered  their  adual  employment 
unnecelTary. 

Jjf.  With  fuch  expeAatipns  I  refolvcd  to  proceed  to  Fort  St. 
George,  for  the  parpofe  of  conducting  the  expected  negotiation 
with  the  Siiltaun,  #hrch  I  flattered  mv^lf  my  prefence  on  the  coaft 
of  Coromandel  might  enable  me  to  bring  to  an  iflue,  before  the 
feafen  fliould  be  fo'far  advanced  as  to  relieve  Tippoo  Suitaun  from 
thofe  alarms  for  the  fafety  of  his  capital,  on  which  I  founded  my 
fole  hope  of  obtaining  any  fatisfa6lory  adjuftment  with  him. 

60.  On  the  zoth  December,  laddrefled  the  letter,  marked  No. 
3.  to  the  Suitaun,  informing  him  of  my  intention  to  proceed  to 
Fort  St.  George,  and  again  urging  him  to  receive  Major  Doveton. 

.  On  the  a  jth  of  December  I  embarked  on  board  his  Majefty's  fhip 
the  Sybille,  Captain  £.  Cooke,  and  arrived  at  this  Preiidency  on 
the  31ft  of  the  fame  month.  ' 

61.  A  few  days  previous  to  my  arrival,  the  corps  of  native' 'vo- 
lunteers from  Bengal  had  landed  in  perfect  fafety,  and  in  thehighefl 
fpirits,  and  foon  alter  a  corps  of  artillery  arrived  from  Fort  Wil- 
liam under  the  command  ot  Colonel  Montague. 

62.  The  letter  marked  No.  4.  was  delivered  to  me  on  my  arrival 
at  Fort  St.  George. 

63.  In  this  letter  your  Honourable  Court  will  obferve  the  pre- 
varication and  falfehood  which  mark  the  Suitaun 's  ilatement  of  his 

'  late  intercourfe  with  the  French,  and  you  will  perceive  the  evafion 
by  which  he  eludes  the  moderate  and  amicable  propofition  of  the 
allies  for  opening  a  negotiation. 

64.  To  this  Tetter  from  the  Suitaun,  I  returned  the  anfwer, 
^ted  Qth  of  January,  and  marked  No.  $,  in  which  I  renewed  the 
propofiti«n  of  opening  a  negotiation,  and  urged  the  Suitaun  not  to 
delay  his  reply  beyond  the  period  of  one  day  after  my  letter  (hould 
reach  him,  intimating  that  dangerous  confequences  might  refult 
from  a  longer  delay. 

65.  The  advanced  period  of  the  feafon  abfolutely  required  that 
I  (hould  afcertain  the  Saitaun's  views  within  a  (hort  ttme»  my  pro- 
poGtion  contained  nothing  derogatory  to  the  honour  or  dignity  of 
the  Suitaun.  It  was  now  urged  for  the  third  time  without  varia- 
tion, and  it  related  (imply  and  didini^ly  to  the  admiflion  of  an  am- 
balFador,  for  the  purpofe  of  opening;  a  negotiation  ;  to  demand  an 

'  immediate  anfwer  to  a  propofition  offuch  a  nature,  could  not  there- 
fore be  deemed  either  ofFenfive  or  unreafonable. 

66.  Subfequently  to  the  difpatch  of  my  letter  (No.  5.)  I  re- 
ceived from  the  Suitaun  the  letter  (No.  6.)  io  reply  to  my  letter 
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(No.  3.)  dilpatched  from  Fort  William.  TheSultaun's  fifence  in 
his  letter  (No.  6  )  with  refpe<f^  to  the  admilfion  of  Major  Dovefon, 
afforded  an  additional  proof  of  his  difpofition  to  evade  the  pacific 
advance  of  the  allies. 

6  .  I  now  employed  every  effort  to  advance  the  military  prepa- 
rationo  iii  the  Carnatic,  which  had  already  made  a  confiderable  pro<* 
grefs  duKing  the  months  of  November  and  December.  From  the 
moment  of  my  arrival  at  Fort  St.  George,  all  the  inhabitants  of  this 
fettlemcnt,  and  every  officer,  civil  and  military,  appeared  to  be  ani^ 
mated  by  an  unanimous  determination  to  difcharge  their  refpeftive 
duties  with  a  degree  of  cheerfulnefs  and  ardour,  correfpondent  to 
the  exigency  and  importance  of  the  ocraiion  ;  and  1  was  foon  fa* 
ti^fied  that  the  difpofition,  of  which  I  lamented  the  appearance  in 
the  months  of  July  and  Auguft,  had  either  been  fubducd  by  the 
juft  exercife  of  authority,  or  corre6lcd  by  reflection,  and  by  the 
more  full  difclofurc  of  the  views  of  the  enemy.  The  zeai,  alacrity, 
and  public  Spirit  of  the  bankers  and  commercial  agents  at  iVfadras, 
as  well  as  of  the  moft  refpeftable  of  your  civil  fervants  at  this  Prc- 
fidency^  enabled  rae,  within  a  few  weeks,  to  raife  a  large  fum  of 
money,  by  loan,  for  the  public  fervice.  Previous  to  my  departure 
from  Bengal,  I  had  remitted  20  lacks  of  rupees  in  fpecie  for  the 
nfe  of  this  Prcfidency ;  I  now  difpatched  the  Sj'bille  to  Calcutta  for 
a  further  fupply  ;  and  the  extraordinary  exertion  of  his  Excellency 
the  Vice  Prcfident  in  Council,  affifted  by  the  diligence  and  ability 
of  Mr.  Thomas  Myers,  the  Accx)unJtant  General  of  Bengal,  fiir- 
nj(hed  me  with  an  additional  aid  of  twenty  lacks,  within  io  fhort  a 
time,  that  the  movpment  of  the  army  was  not  delayed  for  an  in- 
ftant,  on  account  of  a  deficiency  of  tieafure,  and  Lieut.  General 
Harris  was  provided  with  a  fuffirient  fupply  of  ipecie  to  maintain 
his  army  in  the  field  until  the  month  of  May. 

68.  Tippoo  Sultaun  remaining  filent  for  a  confidei*able  time  af- 
ter the  receipt  of  my  letter  of  the  9th  of  January,  1  concluded  that 
his  object  mufl  be  to  delay  his  anfwer  until  the  feafon  fhould  be  fo ' 
^r  advanced,  ^s  to  render  the  capture  of  Seringapatam  impra6ti« 
<^blc  during  the  prefent  year. 

69.  In  the  meanwhile  the  advices  from  Bufforah,  Bagdad,  Con- 
ilantinople,  and  Bom  bay ,  were  of  fo  uncertain  a  nature,  as  to  leave 
me  flill  in  doubt  with  rerpe<?l  to  the  condition  of  the  French  army 
in  Eg)pt.  The  only  fafe  conclufion  which  could  be  drawn  from 
thofe  advices  being,'  that  the  Frem  h  dill  maintained  the  poUelfionf 
of  that  country  with  a  large  army. 

70.  No  intelligence  had  been  received  firom  the  Red  Sea  rcfpe6l- 
^ng  the  arrival  of  ?iny  of  his  Majtfty*s  Ihips  on  that  Nation,  nor 
bad  I  been  able  to  at  certain  with  any  degree  of  accuracy,  what 
pneans  the  French  might  either  have  provided,  or  n^ight  find  on  the 
{jpott  to  enable  them  to  reach  the  81: haunts  dominions. 

71.  In  addition  to  tl  cfe  nrcumltances,  I  knew  that  while  Tip-* 
|)Q0  Sultaun  had  declined  to  receive  an  ambaffador  from  the  Ho- 
|U)yrable  Company,  and  had  omitted  to  anf^vq-  my  late  letters,  he 

d  2  had 
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had  difpatrhcd  native  vakeels  from  Scnngapatim,  who,  together 
with  Mr.  Dubuc  (one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Freirh  force  railed  in 
the  lile  of  France,  under  Mr.  Malartic's  proclpm.uion)  were  on  the 
point  of  embarking  at  Tranqiiebar,  with  an  avv)wed  miflion  fron^ 
th."  Sultaun  to  the  K:  ecutive  Directory  of  France. 

72.  On  tlie  jc!  ^A  F  'TPary,  I  had  received  no  anfwcr  from  the 
Sultaun  to  my  letter  ot  tiit  yih  of  January,  although  the  commu- 
nication bttutcn  Seringapatam  and  Fort  >t.  ^'TQ.ge,  does  not  re- 
quire at  the  moll  a  longer  time  than  eight,  and  is  fometimes  cf- 
ft£Ved  in  four  daya. 

73.  In  order  therefore  to  defeat  the  objc<^  of  the  Sultaun'5 
filcnce,  and  to  avail  myfelf  of  the  actual  fuperioriry  of  our  force, 
and  oi  the  advantages  of  the  prcfent  feafon,  before  the  French 
could  cfFc6t  any  junftion  \*'ith  him,  I  determined  to  commence  hofr 
tiliiies  without  delay,  and  to  fufpend  all  ic^r  iution.  untii  the  united 
forces  of  the  Company  and  of  their  allies,  fi'ould  have  made  fuch  an 
impreflion  on  the  territories  of  Myfore,  as  might  give  full  efFcA  to 
our  juft  reprefentations. 

74.  With  thefe  views,  on  the  3d  of  February,  I  dire^ed  Lieute- 
nant General  Harris  to  enter  the  terri.o.  y  of  Myfore  with  the  army 
aflembled  under  his  command  ;  on  the  fame  day  I  iflued  orders  to 
Lneutensint  General  Stuart  to  he  prepared  to  co-operate  from  Ma- 
labar ;  and  1  fignificd  to  Rear  Admiral  Rainier,  and  ro  the  fevera) 
allies  of  the  Company,  that  I  now  confidtred  the  Britifli  Govern- 
ment in  India  to  he  at  war  with  Tippoo  Sultaun. 

75.  At  lcn-,th,  on  the  13th  February,  I  received  from  Tippoft 
Sultaun  the  letter  marked  No.  7.  informing  me,  th^t  being  frer 
qiiently  difpofed  **  to  make  excurfions  and  hunt,"  he  was  "ac- 
cordiiig  proceeding  upon  a  hunting  excurfion,*'  and  defiring  '*tha^ 
I  would"  difpatch  Major  Doveion  "  (lightly  attended/* 

76.  But  the  feafon  for  negotiation  through  the  pacific  channels, 
fo  often  offered  by  me,  was  now  elapfed.  After  mature  delibera- 
tion on  the  grounds  already  dated,  1  had  dire<5^ed  the  advance  of 
the  army  into  the  territory  of  the  Sultaun,  and  I  had  (ignified  to 
the  allies  my  determiutition  to  proceed  to  hoftilitics.  To  have  der 
laved  the  advance  of  the  army,  would  at  once  have  thrown  the  ad- 
vantages which  I  then  poflTefled  into  the  hands  of  Tippoo  Sultaun, 
an<i  have  rendered  the  fit^c  of  his  capital  impracticable  during  the 
prefent  feafon.  On  the  other  hand  an  embafl)',  combined  witn  the 
boiliic  irruption  of  any  army  into  ]\Jyfore,  would  have  been  liable 
to  the  imputation  of  infiacerity  towards  Tippoo  Sultaun,  and  while 
it  bore  the  appearance  of  indecifion  in  the  eye?  of  the  allien,  would 
have  prom(»ied,  and  perhaps  warranted,  a  fimilar  degree  of  infta* 
biiity  in  their  councils  and  operations. 

77.  1  he  deficn  of  this  tardy,  reluctant,  and  infidious  aflcnt  to 
the  admif&on  of  an  enibjfly  from  the  Britifli  Government,  could 
be  copfidered  in  no  other  fight  than  that  of  a  new  ariifice  for  the 
purpofe  of  gaining  fime,  until  a  change  of  circumflances  and  of 
iealon  might  enable  the  Sultaun  to  avail  hi'mfelf  of  the  alGftannce  of 

France. 
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France* .  This  condufion'  wa$  now  confirmed  by  my  knowledge  of 
the  a^ual  embarkation  of  Mr.  Dubuc  and  two  native  vpkeeJs,  oa 
^n  embafTy  from  Tippoo  tp  il  e  Executive  Dirtdtory  of  France ;  aa 
.event  which  took  place  at  Tranquebar  on  the  7th  of  February. 

78.  I  therefore  replied  to  the  letter  of  Tippoo  Sultaun  in  thje 
terms  of  the  inclofure,  No.  8  ;  in  which  I  have  declared  Lieutenant 
JGeneral  Harris  to  be  the  only  perfon  now  authorized  by  me  to 
receive  and  to  anfwcr  whatever  communications  tiic  Sultaun  may 
think  fii  to  make,  with  a  view  to  the  rciloration  of  peace,  en  fuch 
conditions  as  appear  to  the  aliies  to  be  indirpenfably  necefiaiy  to 
their  common  iccurity.  This  letter  I  directed  General  Harris  to, 
forward  to  the  Sultaun,  on  the  day  on  which  the  army  under  his 
command  (liould  pafs  the  frontier,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  J  in- 
ilru6ted  him  to  iifue,  in  the  name  of  the  allies,  the  accompanying 
declaration,  marked  No.  9. 

79.  The  Nizam's  contingent  confifts  of  above  6,000  of  the  Ho- 
nourable Company's  trooj.5,  fubfidized  by  his  Highnofs,  of  about 
the  fame  number  of  hi*,  own  infantry  (including  a  portion  of  Mr, 
Peron'8  fepoys  now  commandtd  by  Britilli  olhctrs)  and  of  a  large 
body  of  cavalry. 

80.  This  force,  under  the  general  command  of  Mur  A  Hum, 
formed  a  jun^ion  with  the  L.  itifli  army  on*  the  19th  of  Febri:jry  ; 
and  it  is  with  the  greateii  fatisfaclinn  that  I  remark  to  your  xio* 
nour?ble  Court,  the  beneficial  effe£ls  which  the  Company  have  aU 
ready  derived  from  the  recent  improvement  of  our  alliance  with 
the  Court  of  Hydrabad.  The  Nizam  scontin'gent  a^ually  arrived 
in  the  vicinity  of  Chitroor,  in  a  Itale  of  preparation  for  the  field, 
before  General  Harris  was  ready  to  proceed  on  his  nurch  from 
Vellorc. 

Si.  I  have  annexed  to  this  difpatch,  No.  10,  thelafl  return  of 
Lieutenant  General  Harris's  armv  previous  to  his  pafling  the  fron- 
tier, an  irmv  more  completely  appointed,  more  amp'v  and  liberality 
/upplied  in  every  department,  or  more  perfe<5>  in  its  difcipline,  and 
in  the  acknowledged  experience,  ability,  and  zea)  of  its  ofllcers, 
pever  took  the  field  in  India.  The  army  on  thecoaft  of  Malabar 
(of  which  I  alfo  inclofe  a  return,  No.  it)  is  in  an  equally  efficient 
and  rcfpt£lable  condition,  and  the  extraordinary  efforts  which 
have  been  made  by  Lieutenant  General  Stuart  and  Major  General 
Hartley,  feconded  by  the  cordial  attachment  and  unremitting  affi- 
ciuity  of  the  Rajah  of  (?oorga,  have  colle^ed,  within  a  very  fliort 
period  of  time,  a  fupply  fo  abundant,  that  I  am  induced  to  tranf- 
mit  the  particulars  ot  it  to  your  Honourable  Court,  as  a  teitimony 
of  the  didinguiihed  merits  of  thofe  valuable  officers,  and  of  the  loy-r 
alty  and  a^ive  exertions  of  that  faithful  tributary  of  the  Honourable 
Company. 

8a.  A  confiderable  force,  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Colo-* 
pels  Read  and  Brown,  will  co-operate  with  Lieut.  General  Harris  in 
|he  fouthejii  diilri^b  of  the  Carnatic  and  Myfore. 

83,  Under 
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83.  Under  thcfc  circumftances  General  Harris  entered  the  ter* 
rhory  of  Myfore  on  the  5th  March,  with  orders  to  proceed  diredly 
to  Seringapatam. 

84.  Having  thas  fubmitted  to  your  Honourable  Court,  accord* 
ing  to  the  orcier  of  dates,  a  detailed  relation  of  the  events  which 
have  led  to  the  war  in  which  we  are  a^ually  engaged,  and  having 
declared  to  you  the  motives  and  objtAs  of  my  conduA  in  every 
flage  of  this  important  tranfa^ion,  I  muft  requeft  your  permifiioa 
to  conclude  this  difpatch  with  fuch  reflexions  as  ariie  in  my  mind 
from  the  review  of  my  paft  mcafures,  and  from  the  pro(pe6l  of 
their  ultimate  confequences  and  permanent  efFeX. 

85.  from  the  firu  difclofure  of  the  nature  and  object  of  Tippoo 
Sultaun's  embalTy  to  the  Ifle  of  France,  every  principle  of  juitice 
and  policy  demanded  from  your  Government  in  India,  that  an  in* 
ilantaneous  effoit  (liould  be  made  to  reduce  his  power  and  rcfources, 
before  he  could  avail  bimfelf  of  the  advantages  of  the  alliance 
\)rhich  he  had  concluded.  The  dtfeS,  of  means  is  the  fole  confide* 
ration  which  can  juflify  me,  for  not  having  made  that  effort  at  the 
early  period  when  its  fuccefs  would  have  placed  the  fccurity  of  your 
poOcffions  on  a  foundation,  which  the  invaHon  of  India  by  a  French 
force  could  not  have  impaired. 

86.  For  without  the  aid  of  fome  native  power,  tt  is  fcarcely 
poflible  that  the  French  fhould  ever  make  any  permanent  impreu 
fion  on  your  empire  in  India ;  and  no  native  power  (excepting 
Tippoo  Sultaun)  is  fo  infatuated  as  to  be  difpoled  to  affift  or  re* 
ccive  a  French  army. 

87.  The  progrels  of  events  fince  the  date  of  my  orders  of  the 
20th  of  June  1 798,  has  not  only  confirmed  the  principles  of  jufiice 
and  policy,  by  which  an  attack  upon  the  Saltaun  was  atx  that  time 
demanded,  but  has  manifefled  that  the  defigns  of  France,  as  well  as 
of  the  Sultaun,  were  of  a  much  more  extenfive  and  formidable  na-> 
ture  than  any  which  have  ever  been  attempted  againd  the  firitifii 
empire  in  India  (ince  the  hour  of  its  firfl  foundation. 

88.  While  the  magnitude  and  danger  of  thefe  defigns  were  gra» 
dually  difclofed,  I  had  the  fatisfaXion  to  feel  that  the  means  of 
averting  them  were  augmenting  in  a  proportion  nearly  equal,  by 
the  fuccefs  of  the  negotiations  at  Hydrabad,  and  by  the  advance  of 
the  military  preparations  which  I  had  ordered  throughout  your 
pofTefjSons. 

89.  At  the  commencement  of  the  month  of  February,  the  crifis 
arrived  in  which  I  was  called  upon  to  form  my  uhimate  decifion  oq 
the  important  queflion  at  ifTue  with  Tippoo  >'ultaun,  and  to  deter* 
mine  the  final  refult  of  the  whole  fyflcm  of  my  mcafures. 

90.  On  the  one  hand,  the  apparent  eflablifliment  of  the  French 
army  in  Egypt,  and  the  uncertainty  of  the  (late  of  our  naval  power 
in  the  RedSca,  rendered  the  danger  dill  urgent  trom  that  quarter; 
while  Tippoo  Sultaun's  repeated  tvafiors  01  my  propofals  for  nego- 
tiation, combined  with  his  embaffv  to  the  hxecutive  DireAory  of 
f  ranee,  under  the  condud  of  Mr.  Dubuc,  appeared  to  preclude  all 

hops 
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hope  of  detcching  the  Sultaun  from  his  recent  alliance  with  the 
enemy.  On  the  other  hand,  I  now  poiTefled  ample  means  of  frus- 
trating the  moll  dangerous  effeds  of  that  alliance,  by  a  feafonabJe 
application  of  the  poiverful  force,  which  the  treachery  and  aggref* 
fion  of  the  Sultaun  had  compelled  me  to  colled  at  a  heavy  expeocc 
to  your  finances. 

91.  Your  Honourable  Court  will  determine,  whether,  in  this 
flate  of  affairs,  my  ordei^s  of  the  3d  February  were  premature,  and 

•^whether  I  (hould  have  been  juftiftcd,  on  the  13th  February,  in  re- 
'  calling  thofe  orders,  for  the  purpofe  of  admitting,  at  that  late  pe- 
riod, a  negotiation  which  would  have  enabled  Tippoo  Sultaun  to 
defeat  every  objeA  of  the  armament  of  the  allies  for  the  prefent  fea- 
fon,  and  would  have  afforded  him  ample  time  to  reap  the  full  be- 
nefit of  his  conne<5lion  with  France,  before  the  feafon  for  befieging 
his  capital  (hould  return. 

92.  In  deciding  thefc  important  queftions,  you  will  neceflari^ 
conlider  what  degree  of  reliance  was  to  be  placed  on  the  fincerity 
of  the  Sultaun's  difpofition  to  conclude  an  amicable  adjuflment  with 
your  Government,  at  the  verj*  moment  when  he  had  adually  dif- 
patched,  on  an  embafly  to  the  Executive  Diredory  of  France,  the 
commander  of  the  French  troops  raifed  in  th?  Mauritius,  and  ad-> 
mittcd  into  the  Suitaun's  fervice,  for  the  exprcfs  purpofe  of  carrying 
on  a  war  of  aggreflion  againfl  your  poiTeilions  in  India. 

93.  The  admirable  condition  of  your  armies  on  both  doafb,  and 
the  unequalled  perfe6lion  of  their  equipment  in  every  department, 
added  to  the  extraordinary  Spirit  and  animation  with  which  the 
campaign  has  been  opened,  afford  every  reafon  to  hope,  that  the 
iffue  of  the  war  will  be  fpeedy  and  proff>erous,  and  that  it  mufl  ter- 
minate in  a  cqnfiderabie  reduction  of  Tippoo  Sultaun's  reiburccft 
and  power. 

94.  The  wifdom  of  your  Honourable  Court  will  anticipate  the 
exteniive  benefits  which  muft  refult  to  your  interefts,  from  an  event 
now  become  eiTentiai  to  the  peace  and  fecurity  of  your  pofTelfious  ia 
India. 

95.  The  policy  of  the  treaty  of  Seringapatam,  certainly  was  not 
to  maintain  Tippoo  Sultaun's  power  in  luch  a  (late  as  ibould  leave 
him  a  conftant  object  of  alarm  and  apprehenfion  to  the  Company : 
That  he  has  been  judly  fo  confidered  for  fome  years  paft,  cannot 
be  doubted  by  any  perfon  acquainted  with  the  records  of  any  of 
your  Governments  in  India.  The  prefent  is  the  fecond  cpMis 
within  the  lafl  three  years,  in  which  the  Government  General  haa 
thought  it  neceffary  to  affemble  the  army  on  the  coait  of  Coroman* 
del  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  checking  his  motions  ;  and  the  appre* 
henfion  of  his  intentions  has  obftru6led  our  operations  againfl;  our 
European  enemies  in  India,  during  the  courfe  of  our  prefent  war. 

96.  The  continuance  of  Tippoo's  power  on  its  afhial  fcale,  and 
Under  fuch  circumdances,  muil  have  proved  to  the  Company 
ft  perpetual  fource  of  folicitude,  expence,  and  hazard.  But  the 
epgagement  which  he  has  coatra&ed  with  the  French,  the  public 
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jnro^  which  he  h?^  given  of  his  mgernefs  to  receive  in  Myfore  tt 
-lar^  a  force  a9  they  can  furniib,  combined  with  the  prodigious 
'Sna^nitude  of  their  oreparatious,  and  the  incredible  progrefs  of 
.their  arms,  evidently  direAed  to  the  deil ru£lion  of  the  £riti(h 
ipower  in  India,  form  new  and  proniineot  features  in  our  politick 
fitu.ition  in  this  quarter  of  the  world. 
.  97.  Admittiog  the   wifdom  of  that  policy  which  dilated  the 

•  firefervation  of  Tippoo  Sultaun's  power,  at  the  ciofe  of  the  Jail  war 
.with  Vlyfore,  the  fpirit  of  our  prefent  councils  mud  be  accommo- 
.^ted  to  the  variation  of  cirrumftances,  and  to  the  afhial  poiitioo^ 
.character,  and  views  of  our  enemies. 

98.  In  fuch  a  ronjunfture  of  affairs,  T  am  perfuaded  that  your 
Honourable  Court  will  be  of  opinion,  that  no  objc6l  can  be  deemed 
£0  urgent,  or  fo  neceflary  to  the  fafety  of  your  poflei&on^,  as  the 
efFcdual  reduftion  of  the  only  declared  ally  of  France  now  exifling 

'  among  the  native  powers  of  India. 

99.  If  Tippoo  Sultaun  bad  been  difpofed  tocontent  himfelf  witK 
1  the  quirt  podclfion  of  his  prefv.nt  dominions ;  if  he  could  have  been 
■  brought  to  a  fenfe  of  his  own  peril  in  forming  a  connexion  with 

the  French,  the  reprefentations  which  I  addiefTed  to  him  would 
.bave  produced  an  early  and  falutary  impreffion.  Whatever  fpecu- 
JaXive  opinions  might  have  been  entertained  with  refpe^l  to  his  in- 
tcrefls,  views*  and  power,  the  juflice  and  moderation  of  the  Britiih 
Government  would  never  have  diflurbed  his  tranquillity.  But  he 
.  rtfolved  to  attempt  the  recovery  ot  his  loft  dominions,  at  the  hazard 
of  thofi^  which  he  (lill  retains,  and  in  the  ar<iour  of  his  paffionate 

•  purfuit,  he  overlooked  not  only  the  certain  deilrudioti  of  his  owa 
-independence,  the  inevitable  confequence  even  of  the  moft  profper- 
(  oiis  fuccefs  of  any  alliance  with  France,  but  alfo  the  predominant 

influence  of  the  Knglifb  Eaft  India  Company  which  would  dctcA 
"ikis  treachery,  and  turn  againfl  his  own  empire  the  ruin  which  he 
jiiad  meditated  againfc  theirs. 
1  .    loo.  The  fccrecy  of  his  coun.:i]s,  the  promptitude  of  his  re- 

fources,  his  conftant  and  active  ftate  of  equipment  for  war,-  added 
r  fo  the  hicility  of  his  intercourfe  w'ltu  the  French  through  his  re* 
,  inaining  territories  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  form  the  moil  dan* 
t  gerous  circjimftances  in  the  aifhial  condition  of  his  power  and  do* 
.-minion,  and  conftitute  his  principal  means  of  offence. 

101.  If  fuccefs  flmuld  attend  your  arms  in  this  war,  I  entertain  a 
.  .firm  confidence  that  thofe  dangers  will  either  be  wholly  averted,  or 
i  ib  coofiderably  dimini(hed,  as  to  afford  to  your  Governnnent  in 

.India  the  profpe^l  of  durable  fecurity  and  genuine  peace. 

t02.  I  cannot  clofe  this  letter  without  repeating  to  yeur  Ho- 
-jtiu>urab]e  Court  the  cordial  expreffions  of  my  entire  fatisEa^ion  in 

Xbe  zealous  and  honourable  co-operation  of  Lord  Clive,  as  well^as 
'  of  all  the  members  of  this  Government.  The  beneficial  eife<^  of 
•.  their  cheerful  and  ready  concurrence  in  forwarding  all  my  views, 
•  is  manifeft  in  the  rapid  progrefs  and  jperfe^  completion  of  the 

oyiipments  of  the  army  in  the  field»  and  furniihes  a  fti  iking  and 

falutary 
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.  fitfutary  example  ot  tlie  ineflimable  advantages  of  unanimity  and 
concord  among  your  fervants  in  India. 

^      I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Honourable  Sirs, 

With  great  rcfpedt, 
Vour  moil  obedient  and  faithful  fervant^ 
Fort  St.  'George,  Morn imgtok, 

ioth  March  1799. 

(No.  I.) — Proclamation  at  the  Ifle  of  France. 

Libertc.  Egalit6. 

Republique  Franqiife  Une  tt  Indiviiible. 

Proclamation. 

Anne-Jofeph-Hyppolite  Malaiiie,  Giniiri]  en  Chef,  Gouverneur 
General  des  Ides  de  France  &  de  la  Reunion »  et  Comipandaat 

§^niral  des  EfiablifTememt  Fran^ais  a  VE&  du  Cap  de  Bonne 
fperance. 

Citoyens, 

Connaiflfant  deputs  pluiieurs  ann6es  votre  zeie  et  votre  attache- 
ment  pour  les  interto  &  la  gloire  de  notre  r^publique,  nous  fom- 
mcs  tres  empreinb  Ac  nqus  nous  faiflbns  uil  devoir  de  vous  donner 
cdnnaiifance  de  touted  Jes  proportions  que  nous  fait  Tipjpoo  Sul** 
taun,  par  deux  imbafladeurs,  que  nous  a  dcpeche. 

Ce  Prince  a  ecrit  des  lettres  particulieres  a  TAflemblfe  Goionialey 
a  tons  les  G^n^raux,  qui  font  employ^  dans  ce  Gouvernement,  8e 
nous  a  addrefs^  un  paquet  pour  ie  DireAoire  £x£cutif. 

1.  li  demande  k  faire  une  alliance  offenfive  &  defenfive  avec  les 
rran^ais,  en  propofant  d'entretenir  k  fes  frais,  tant  que  la  guerre 
durera  dans  Tlnde,  les  troupes  qu'on  pourra  lui  envoyer. 

A.  II  premet  de  fournir  toutes  les  chofcs  necellaire?  pour  £iire 
c^tte  guerre,  except^  le  vin  &  I'eau  de  vie  dont  il  fe  trouve  abfolu* 
ment  i^nn^. 

'3.  ll  aifure  que  tous  les  preparatifa  font  faits  pour  re^evoir  lea 
ftcours  qu*on  lui  donnera,  &  qu'a  i'arnv^  des  troupes,  les  chefs 
officiers  trouveront  toutes  les  chofes  necelTaires  pour  faire  une 
guerre  i,  laquelle  les  Europiens  font  peu  accoutum&. 

4.  Enfin  il  n'attend  plus  que  Ie  moment  om  les  Fran^ais  vien- 
dront  a  fon  fecoUrs.  Four  declarer  le  guerre  aux  Anglah»,  dttrant 
aifec  ardeur  pouvqir  les  cha(s6r  de  Tlnde. 

^  Comme  il  nous  eft  impoffibie  de  diminuer  le  nombre  des  (bldats 
des  107  regimens,  &  de  la  garde  fold6e  du  Port  de  la  Fraternity  k 
.  caufe  des  iccours  que  nous  avons  en\^ov&  k  nos  allies  lei  Hollan- 
daii,  nous  inv'ttons  lous  les  citoyens  de  bohne  volont^  k  ie  faire  in-, 
fcrire  dans  leur  municipaltt^s  refpeftites,  pour  aller  fervir  fous  lea 
drapeaux,  k  fe  fatre  auffi  infcrire. 

Nous  pouvons  aifurer  tous  les  citoyens  qui  fe  feroit  infcrire,  qui 
^ippoo  kur  fera  des  traitemens  svantageux  qui  feront  fix6s  avec  fes 
aiDDafladeurs,  aui  sVngageront  en  outre, 'au  nom  de  kurSouve« 
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rain,  a  ce  cjae  ks  Fran^ais  qui  auront  pris  partis  dans  fes  armies^ 
ne  puifllent  jamais  j  etre  ret^nus  quand  ils  voudront  r'entrenir  dans 
kur  patrie. 

Faitau  Porte  Nord-Oueft,  le  lo  Pluviofe,  Tan  da  de  la 
Republique  Fran9aiie|  une  &  indivifible. 

Malaetis»  • 

»■ 

(No.  s.  A.}— -Copy  of  a  letter  from  Tippoo  Sultaun  to  the  Rigbf 

Honourable  the  Governor  General. 

From  Tippoo  Sultaun :  Received  24th  O&ober  1798. 

The  Talooks  of  Ameera  and  Soula,  in  which  Cauntmungle  and 
Coloorbachee  are  fituated,  have  belonged  to  Comyal  (Mangalore) 
from  the  year  Rajah  1070  Mohummuddee  to  the  end  of  the  year 
Shadab  1226,  a  term  of  156  years.  Thirty-fix  years  ago.  a  body 
of  20OO  Coorga  Peons  were  employed  in  fervice  of  the  ftate ;  and' 
feme  villages  mthe  Talooks  above-mentioned,  yielding  3423  pago* 
das,  continued  for  a  (hort  time  to  be  affigned  for  their  pay  ;  wit 
fince  (ix-and-thirty  vears,  that  even  has  ceafed.  This  trivial  affisiir 
can  only  be  afcribeci  to  the  turbulent  difpofition  of  interefted  men^ 
who  by  nature  are  ever  feeking  opportunities  of  fowing  the  feeds  of 
diflentioii.  Of  this  I  am  conhdent.  Your  Lordfliip  muft  be  well 
cotnvinoed  theperfon  who  is  now  in  Coorga  is  not  of  the  poflerity 
of  the  Coorga  Kajahs,  but  of  a  different  (lock. 

Conftantly  gratify  me  with  friendly  letters* 
Poftfcript. 

Mr.  Duncan,  the  Governor  of  Bombay,  hat  written  to  me, 
that  two  perfons  of  integrity  and  ability  from  among  the  civil  olli- 
ocrs  (Talookdars)  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  have  b^n  deputed  to 
enquire  into  the  claims  of  the  above-mentioned  Talook,  and  will 
ihortly  arrive.  Orders  have  been  iflued  from  my  Sircar  alfo,  no- 
mt^^tng  Shaikh  Shabaubuddien  and  Meer  Mohummud  Ally,  per- 
fons of  integrity  and  honour,  to  negociate  with  the  deputies  above- 
mentioned,  and  afcertain  from  records  and  faAs  the  depeodency 
of.theabove">roentioflfed  Talobks  in  Coorial. 

A  true  tranflation. 

N.  B.  Edmokstonb, 

F.  T, 
.  •  •  .  .   r 

(Ho.  a.  B.)— Cop^of  a  letter  firom  the  Right  Honourable  the 

Governor  General  to  Tippoo  Sultaun ;  dated  8th  November 

1798. 

.  * 

To  Tippoo  Sultaun ;  written  8th  November  1 798.  . 

I  have  received  your  letter,  informing  me— (Recitethe  fub« 
fiance  of  the  letter  received  on  the  a4th  Odober) 

It  affords  me  fincere  fatisfaftion  to  learn,  that  you  have  nomU 
nated  two  perfons  of  integrity  and  honour,  to  meet  and  confer 
with  the  deputies  appointed,  under  my  orders,  by  Mr.  Duncan  (the  * 

Governor  • 
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Governor  of  Bombay)  for  the  porpofe  of  invefiigating  the  qucT-* 
tion  regarding  the  Talooks  of  Amura  and  Soulea.  It  is  only  bv 
means  of  regular  enquiry  and  amicable  difcuiiion,  that  fucb  quel*  \ 
tions  can  be  adjufted  among  independent  powers.  My  determina-  * 
tion,  in  the  cafe  of  Wynaad,  was  dictated  by  thofe  principles  «f, 
juflice  and  moderation  which  always  direft  the  Company's  Gorern-  * 
ment ;  nor  (hall  my  fcrupulous  adherence  to  the  fame  principles 
be  lefs  manifeil  in  my  decifion  on  your  claim  to  the  diftrias  at  pre-  . 
frnt  in  queftion  ;  the  poifeflion  of  which  fhall  not  be  with-holden  . 
from  you  for  an  inflant,  if»  after  full  tnveiligatioo^  I  fhall  tic  iatis-  . 
fied  of  the  juflice  of  your  title  to  them«  / . 

It  is  a  well  known  truth,  that  they  are  always  the  moft  ready  to 
refpeA  the  jull  rights  of  others,  who  are  the  moil  vigilant  and  re-  . 
folute  to  maintain  their  own. 

I  have  under  flood  your  fen  timents  concerning  the  **  turbulent/ 
difpofition  of  interefied  men,  who  by  nature  are  ever  feeking  op- 
portunities of  Towing  the  feeds  of  diffenlion.*'    Foy  the  happinefs 
of  mankind  it  is  to  be  lamented,  that  thefe  authors  of  coniufioa 
are  too  numerous,  afUduous,  and  fuccefsful,  in  all  parts  of  the 
world.    In  no  age  or  country  were  the  baneful  and  infidious  arts, 
of  intrigue  cultivated  with  Aich  fucce^  as  they  are  at  preient  by 
the  French  nation.     I  (incerely  wi(h  that  no  impreflKon  had  been, 
produced  on  your  difcerning  mind  by  that  dangerous  people  ;  but' 
my  fituation  enables  me  to  know,  that  they  have  reached  your  pre-  • 
fence,  and  have  endeavoured  to  pervert  the  wifdom  of  your  coun* 
*  cils,  and  to  iniligate  you  to  war  againfi  thofe,  who  have  given  you 
no  provocation. 
,  It  is  impoiUble  that  vou  fliould  fuppofe  me  to  be  ignorant  of  the 
intercQurfe  which  fubfifts  between 'you  and  the  French,  whom  you 
know  to  be  the  intctcratc  enemies  of  the  Company,  and  to  be  now 
engaged  in  an  unjufl  war  with  the  Britifli  nation.     You  cannot, 
imagine  me  to  be  indifferent  to  the  tranfadions  which  have  paifed 
between  you  and  the  enemies  of  my  couauy ;  nor  does  it  appear 
neceflary  or  proper,  that  I  (hould  any  longer  .conceal  from  you  the 
furprize  and  concern  with  which  I  perceived  you  difpofed  to  involve; 
yourfelf  in  all  the  ruinous  confequences  of  a  couneiftion,  which 
threatens  not  only  to  fubvert^the  foundations  of  friend  (hip  between^ 
you  and  the  Company,  but  to  introduce  into  the  heart  of  your . 
kingdom  the  principles  of  anarchy  and  confu(ibn,  Xq  (bak^  your« 
own  authority,  to  weaken  the  obedience  .of  your. fubje^s,  and  fo 
defiroy  the  religion  which  you  rcvtre. 

.  Icnmcdiately  after  my  arrival  in  Bengal,  I  \  ead  your  correfpond- 
encc  with  the  late  Glovernor  General  .'>ir  Johii  Shore,  and  \^  ith 
thea^Unjg  Covernor  General  Sir  Alurcd  Chrke;  and  I  perceivc().' 
with  great  faiisfa<5ion,  that  in  all  your  lettcr.s  vou  conllantl>  pro-" 
fcHed  a  difpofition  to  flrengtbcn  the  bonds  offi  nee  re.  attachment^ 
and  the  foundations  of  harmony  and  concord 'ellab)i{hed  between 
you  a^d  (he  Jtionourable  Company.  I  received  pani^ular  pleafure 
froj^' reading  your  lafl  letter  to  Sir  John  Shore,  in  which  you  fi;. 

e  a  nified 
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nified  your  amicable  drfire,  that  he  ihould  itnprefs  me.wUh  a  fenfc 
of  the  fricndihip  and  unanimity,  fo  lone  fubfilting  between  the  two 
/fates.  Your  fubfequent  letters  to  me  nave  abounded  with  profef- 
fibns  of  the  fame  friendlv  nature. 

Combining  thcfe  profeflions  of  amity  on  your  part,  with  the 
j>roofs  which  the  Company's  Government  have  condantly  given 
of  their  (inccre  difpofition  to  maintain  the  relations  of  firiendihip 
ztid  peace  with  you ;  and  adverting,  at  the  (ame  time  to  your  repu- 
tation for  wifdom  and  difcernmenr,  it  was  natural  for- me,  to  be 
extremely  flow  to  believe  the  various  accounts  trranfmitted  to  me, 
of  your  negociations  with  the  French,  and  of  your  military  prepa* 
rations ;  but  whatever  my  relu£tance  to  credit  fuch  reports  might 
be,  prudence  required,  both  of  me  and  of  the  Company's  allies, 
that  we  ihould  adopt  certain  meafures  of  precaution  and  felf-de- 
fence;  and  thefe  have  accordingly,  been  taken,  as  you  will  no 
doubt  have  obferved.  The  Bntifh  Government  and  the  allies, 
wilhing  neverthelefs  to  live  in  peace  and  friendfliip  with  all  their 
neighbours  ;  entertaining  no  projefts"  of  ambition,  nor  any.  views 
in  the  leaft  incompatible  with  their  refpe^Vive  engagements,  and 
looking  to  no  other  objefls  than  the  permanent  (ecurity  and  tran- 
quillity of  their  own  dominions  and  fubjefts,  will  always  he  ready, 
as  they  now  are,  to  afford  you  every  demonftration  of  their  pacific 
dilpofition. 

The  Peihwah  and  his  Highnefs  the  Nizam  concur  with  me  in 
the  obfervations  which  I  have  offered  to  you  in  this  letter,  and 
which,  in  the  name  of  the  Company  and  of^the  allies,  I  recommend 
to  your  moft  ferious  conlideration ;  but  as  I  am  alfo  defirous  of 
communicating  to  you,  on  the  behalf  of  the  Company  and  their 
allies,  a  plan  calculated  to  promote  the  mutual  fecurity  and  weU 
fare  of  all  parties,  I  propdie  to  depute  to  you,  for  this ,  purpofe, 
Major  Dovcton,  who  is  well  known  to  vou,  and  who  will  explain 
to  you  more  fully  and  particularly,  the  (oJe  means  which  ajppear  to 
myfelf  and  to  the  allies  of  the  Company,  to  be  effeAual  fwthe  fa- 
Jutary  purpofe  of  removing  all  exifling  diftrufl  and  fufpicion,  and 
of  eitablifliing  peace  and  good  underUanding  on  the  mod  durable 
foundations. 

You  will,  I  doubt  not,  let  me  know  at  what  time  and  place  it 
will  be  con ver. lent  to  you,  to  receive  Major  Doveton,  and  as  foon 
as  your  friendly  letter  (hall  reach  me,  I  will  dire  A  him  to  proceed 
to  your  prefence, 

'  I  fhatl  ejcpeft  yotir  anfwer  to  this  letter,  with  an  earneft  hope 
that  it  may  corrcipond  with  the  pacific  views  and  wiihes  of  the  al- 
Ifes ;  and  that  you  may  be  convinced,  that  you  cannot  in  any  man- 
lier better  confult  your  true  intercfls,  than  by  meeting,  with  cordi- 
ality, the  prefent  friendly  and  moderate  advance  to  ^  {^mht&xytj 
and  amicable  fettlement  of  all  points  on  which  any  doubt  or  anxiety 
may  have  arlfen  in  the  minds,  either  of  yourfclf  or  of  the  alliea. 

'  (A  true  copy.)  * 

N*  B.  EDMONSTOff  C, 

P,  Tri'  * 
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(Nd.  3.)    ■    Cepjr  of  a  letter  from  the  Right  Honourable  the  Go. 
veroor  General  to  Tippoo  Saultaun;  dam  xoth  Deoeaiber  179& 

To  Tippoo  Sultaun. 

December  loth,  1799,^ 
I  had  the  honour  of  addreffine  a  friendly  lener  to  your  High- 
nefs,  on  the  8th  of  November  laR  ;  in  which  I  dated  a  variety  of 
important  pointi»  to  which  vour  Highnefs  would  no  doubt  per- 
ceive the  propriety  and  nece&ty  of  giving  your  earlteft  and  rooft 
foiious confideration.—- r  particularly  hope  that  yoor  Highnefs  will 
have  been  fenfible  of  the  advantage$  likely  to  refult  to  all  parties 
from  the  conciliatory  meafure  of  my  deputing  Major  Doveton  to 
you,  which  I  propoiedin  that  letter. 

I  expe^  to  have  the  pleafui*e  of  finding  your  anfwer  to  that  letter 
on  my  arrival  at  Madras,  for  which  place  I  am  00  the  point  of  fet« 
ting  out  from  Calcutta ;  I  hope  to  arrive  at  Madras  about  tlie  fame 
time  that  the  letter  reaches  you,  and  ibould  any  circumftauces  hi- 
therto have  prevented  vour  anfwering  my  laft  letter  of  the  Mi  No<* 
vember»  I  affure  my felf  that  you  Will  immediately,  on  vour  receipt 
of  this,  difpatch  a  laUs6i£lory  reply  to  it,  addrefTea  to  me  at 
Madras. 

(A  true  copy) 

N.  B.  EPIfOllSTONE, 

F.Tr, 

(No.  4.)-^C^py  ^f  *  \ttttr  from  Tippoo  Sultaun  to  the  Rigjit 
Honourable  the'Covernor  General :  Received  at  Fort  St.  George 
the  25th  December  1798.  '  ^ 

From  Tippoo  Sultaun  i 

Received  at  Fort  St.  George  25  th  December  1798. 

I  haip%  been  made  happy  by  the  receipt  of  your  Lordfbip's  two 
friendly  letters,  the  contents  of  which  I  clearly  comprehend  (Vide 
thofe  written  4th  and  8th  November.)     The  particulars  which, 
)our  Lordfhip  has  communicated  to  me,  relative  to  the  viAorv  ob- 
tained by  the  Englifh  fleet  over  that  of  the  French  near  the  ((lores 
of  Egypt,  nine  of  their  fhips  having  been  captured  and  two  burn- 
ed, on  one  of  which  of  the  latter  was  their  Admiral,  have  given 
me  more  pleafure  than  can  poiTibly  be  conveyed  by  writing.     In<r 
deed  I  poUefs  the  firmefl  hope  that  the  leaders  of  the  Engiiflv  and 
the  Company  Bahauder,  who  ever  adhere  to  the  paths  of  fincerity. 
friendOiip,  and  good  faith,  and  are  the  well-wiAsers  of  mankind,, 
will  at  all  times  be  fuccefsful  and  victorious ;  and  that  the  French, 
who  are  of  a  crooked  difpofition,  faithlefsi  and  the  enemies  of 
mankind,  may  be  ever  deprelTed  and  ruined.    Your  Lordfhip  has 
written  to  me  with  the  pen  of  friendfhip,  ^*  that  in  no  age  or  coun^ 
'*  try  were  the  baneful  and  infidious  arts  of  intrigue  ever  cultivated, 
**  With  fuch  fuccefs  as  they  are  at  preient  by  the  French  nation* 

*^WouU 
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«*  Would  to  God  that  no  impreffion  had  been  produced  on  my  nritid 
^  by  that  dangerous  people  ;  but  that  your  Lordihip's  (ituation  ca- 
^  ables  you  to  know  that  they  have  reached  my  preKocc,  and  hare 
^  endeavoured  to  pervert  the  wif<kym  of  my  councils,  and  to  infti* 
^  ga(e  me  to  war  a^ainfi  thofe  who  have  given  me  no  provocation* 
*'  That  ir  ij  impofuble  that  I  ihould  fuppofe  your  LordflHp  igno* 
**•  rant  of  the  intcrcourfe  which  fubfiils  between  me  and  the  French,  •. 
'*  who  I  know  to  be  the  inveterate  enemies  of  the  Contpanyi  and 
**  to  be  now  engaged  in  an  unjuii  war  with  the  Britiib  ;  and  that 
*^  I  cannot  imagine  your  Lord  {hip  indifferent  to  the  traniadions 
^  which  have  pailed  between  me  and  the  enemies  of  the  Englifii/' 
'  In  this  Sircar  (the  gift  of  God)  there  n  a  mercantile  tribe»  who 
employ  themfclves  in  trading  by  fea  and  land.  Their  agents  pur« 
chafed  a  two-mafted  vefTe),  and  having  loaded  her  with  rice,  dc^ 
parted  witii  a  view  to  traffic.  It  happened  that  (he  went  to  the 
Mauritius,  from  whence  forty  perfons,  French,  and  of  a  dark  co- 
lour, of  whom  ten  or  twelve  were  artificers,  and  the  reft  fcrvanta, 
pn'y  iii^  the  hire  of  the  (hip,  came  here  in  fearch  of  en^03maent* 
5urh  as  chofe  to  take  fervice  were  entertained,  and  the  remainder- 
departed  beyond  the  con6pcsof  this  Sircar  (the  gih  of  God)  ;  and 
the  French,  who  are  full  of  vice  and  deceit,  have  perhaps  taken  ad- 
vantage of  the  departure  of  the  ihip  to  j>at  about  reports  with  the 
yiew  to  ruffle  the  iiMnds  of  both  Sircars. 

It  tt  the  wiOi  of  my  heart,  and  my  conftant  endeavour,  to  obfervo 
and  maintain  the  articles  of  the  agreement  of  peace,  and  to  perpe- 
tnate  andilrengthen  the  bafis  of  friendfhip  and  union  with  the  Sir-) 
car  of  the  Company  Bahauder,  and  with  the  Sircars  of  the  Maha 
Rajah  Saheb,  Sure  Munt  Pefliwa  Bahauder,  and  his  Highiiefs  the 
Nabob  Afnph  Jah  Bahauder.  And  I  am  refident  at  home,  at  times 
taking  the  air,  and  at  others  amufing  myfclf  with  hunting  at  a  fpot 
which  is  ufed  as  a  pleafure  ground.  In  this  cafe,  .the  ailufioo  to  war 
in  your  friendly  letter,  and  the  following  pailage,  namely^  **  that 
<*  prudence  required  that  both  the  Company  and  their  alliesihouki 
**  adopt  certain  meafures  of  precaution  and  felf-defence,"  have 
given  me  the  greatefl  furprizc. 

It  was  further  written  by  your  friendly  pen,  that  as  your  Lord- 
ihip  is  defirous  of  communicating  to  me  on  the  behalf  of  the  Corn- 
piny  and  their  allies  a  plan  calculated  to  promote  the  mutual  fecu- 
rity  and  welfare  of  all  parties ;  your  Lord(hip  propofes  to  depute 
to  me  for  this  purpofe  Major  Dovcton,  who  formerly  waited  upon 
me,  and  who  will  explain  to  me  more  fully  and  particularly  the 
fole  means  which  appear  to  your  I  ordfliip  and  the  allies  to.be  ef- 
fcdlual  lor  the  falutary  purpofe  of  removing  ail  willing  tliflruft  and 
fufpicton,  and  of  eflabliiflnng  peace  and  good  underflunding  on  the 
moft  durable  foundations  ;  and  that  thcrcfpre  your  Lordfliip  triifts 
I  will  let  you  know  at  what  time  and  place  it  will  be  convenient  to 
me  to  receive  Major  Doveton.  It  has  been  uruicrftoo'd,.  b)  the, 
Weffing  of  thre  Affhii^hty,  at  the  conclufion'  of  the  pjcace/the,jrca-^. 
ties  and  engagements  entcrcdlnto  among  the  four  Sircars' were  fo 

firmly 
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firmly  eftablifiied  and  confirmed  as  ever  ttf  rtmUm  fited  and  dur- 
able ;  and  he  an  example  to  the  rulers  of  the  age ;  nor  are  the?  nt>r 
will  they  ever  be  liable  to  interruption.  I  cannot  imagine  tbac 
means  more  effe^ual  than  thefe  can  be  adopted^  for  giving  ||jbi«' 
lity  to  the  foundations  of  friendlhip  and  harmony,  promoting  the 
iecurinr  of  (btes,  or  the  welfare  and  advantage  of  all  parties. 

In  the  view  of  thofe  who  infpeA  narrow^  into  the  nature  of 
friendfhip,  peace  and  amity  are  the  Brfk  of  ail  objefb,  as  indeed 
your  LordOiip  has  yourfelf  written  to  me  that  the  allied  Sii  cars  iookr 
to  no  other  objed  than  the  fecurity  and  tranquility  of  their  owa 
dominions,  and  the  eafe  and  comfort  t>f  their  fubje£ts.     Praife  be  to. 
God,  that  the  fum  of  my  views  and  the  wifli  of  my  heart  are  li- 
mited to  thefe  fame  points.     On  fuch  grounds  then  a  jufl  and  per*! 
nument  obiery^tvpe  of  exifting  treaties  is  neceflary ;'  and  thefe,  un- 
der the  favours^f  God,  daily  acquire  new  ftrength  and  improve- 
ibent.b^  means  of  amicable  correfpondence.     Your  LordHiip  is  X' 
g^eat  Sirdar,  a  firm  friend,  and  the  redifier  of  all  things,  and  y^a' 
poflHs  an  enlightened  judgment.    I  have  the  (Irongeu  hope  that 
the  minds  of  the  wife  and  intelligent,  but  particularly  of  the  four 
fiates,  will  not  be  fullied  by  doubts  and  jealoufies,  but  will  confider* 
me  from  my  heart  defirous  of  harmony  and  fi iendniip. 
.  Continue  to  allow  roe  the  pleafure  of  your  correfpondence, 
ipaking  me  happy  by  accouaU  at  your  health.     What  inore  fiuli  be  * 
written? 

Datedlbe  9th  of  Rujub,  121 3  of  the  Hegirah*  •* 

'.  .   (A  true  tranflation.) 

N.  B.  EoMONSTOKe, 


P.  Tr. ' 
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i(Ko.  sO*"'**^^^!'^  of  ^  letter  from  the  Right  Honourable  the 
jBovernor  General  to  Tippoo  Sultaun ;  dated  9th  J.iouaty  t7$9« 

To  Tippoo  Sultaun  ;  Written  9th  January  1799. 

Inpurluftnce  of  the  intention  which  I  had  the  honour  of  00m- 
qyunicating  to  you  iii  my  letter  of  the  loth  December,  I  embarktsd 
at  Calcutta  on  the  25th  of  the  fame  month,  and  on  the  31ft  (4- 
iowing  arrived  at  this  place. 

Previoufly  to  my  departure  from  Calcutta,  I  bad  .the honour  to 
receive  your  Hi^nels's  letter  of  the  zith  Jaauudy  ooflauoie^ 
(aoth  November.) 

(Recapitulate.)  j 

My  letter  to  your  Highnefs  of  the  8th  November,  will  have  ex- 
plained to  your  Highnefs  the  obje^  of  the  military  preparations 
which  have  been  advancing  ii;  every  part  of  the  dominions  of  the  \ 
allies,  ever  (xnce  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  July.  j 

On  my  arrival  at  Madras,  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  let** 
ter  of  the  9tb  Rejeb  (or  18th  of  December)  in  anfwer  to  my  two 
letters  addreflcd  to  your  Highneis  on  the  4tb  and  8tb  of  No- 
Tember* 

laoL 
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I  sih  happf  to  fitni  that  in  this  letter  ymir  Highnefs  has  been 
pteafed  to  admit  *'  That  the  Englifli  nation  and  the  Honourable 
^  Company  ever  adhere  to  the  paths  of  fincerity,  friendlhip,  and 
•*  good  feith ;  and  that  they  are  the  well-wilher«  of  mankind.**' 
This  declaration  is  peculiarly  fatisfa^Rory  to  me  in  the  prefint  mo- 
ment, becaufe  1  am  perfuaded  that  a  Prince  of  your  Highnefk's 
difcernmcnt  would  not  exprefs  fuch  fentiments  without  full  ddt- 
beration  ;  I  therefore  accept  with  pleafure  this  d«ciaratibn,  as  af- 
fording not  only  an  unequivocal  teftimony,  on  the  part  of  your 
Highnefs  to  the  juftlce  of  that  caufe  in  which  the  Engfifh  nation 
sno  the  Company  are  engaged,  but  an  unqualified  admtliion  that 
you  have  no  ground  of  complaiiit  againft  the  Engiifh  Govern- 
ment. 

In  anfwer  to  that  part  of  my  letter  of  the  8th  Of'Novcmber,  in 
which  I  lamented  the  unhappy  confie6lion  which  fbii  have  formed 
with  the  French  nation,  your  Highnefs  is  pleafed  to  mention,  *'tbat 
••  in  the  Sircar  (the  gift  of  God)  there  is  a  mercanrile  tribe,  who 
^  employ  themfelves  in  trading  by  fea  and  land :  that  their  agents 
^  pfurchaAKi  a  two-mailed  veil^l,  and  having  loaded  her  with  rice^ 
«•  departed  with  a  view  to  traffic :  that  it  happened  that  (h^  went 
«♦  to  the  Mauritius,  from  whence  forty  perfons,  French  and  of  a 
•*  dark  colour,  of  ^hom  ten  or  twelve  were  aitificcrs,  and  the  reft 
«•  fervants,  paying  the  hire  of  the  fliip,  came  to  your  country  in 
•*  fearch  of  employment :  that  fuch  as  chpfe  to  take  fervicc  were 
•«  entertained^  and  the  remainder  departed  hevond  the  confines  of 
«*  that  Sircar  (the  gift  of  God)  ;  and  that  tfie  French,  who  arc 
**  full  of  .vice  and  deceit,  have  perhaps  taken  advantage  of  the  de- 
<*  parture  of  the  fliip,  to  put  about  reporu  with  the  view  to  ruffle 
••  the  minds  of  both  Sircars." 

I  had  no  knowledge  of  the  trahfaAion  which  your  Hi^nefs  hat 
thv$  defcribed,  until  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Highnefs^ 
letter.  Nor  was  it  to  this  tranfa^tlon  I  adverted,  when  I  exprefled 
my  concern  at  the  intercourfe  which  your  Highnefs  had  diabliihed 
Wfth'the  French.  The  fa6b  to  which  I  rcferi-ed,  were  or  a  nature^ 
entirely  different  from  thofe  which  your  Highnefs  has  related.  If* 
tbecranftftion  of  whfcb  I  complained  had  not  indifputably  proved 
tibt  cxiftence  of  a  connection  between  your  Hi^neis  and  the 
French,  entirely  incompatible  with  your  ehgagementt  to  the  H6* 
DMrable  Company,  and  to  its  alli^  neither  the  allies  nor  I  would 
bave  reforted  to  thole  meafures  of  precaution  and  defence  which 
have  attraAed  your  Hiehne^'s  attention. 

I  will  now  fuWy  and  explicitly  ftite  to  your  Highnefs,  the  cir»  , 
cufuihincei  to  which  I  referred  in  my  letter  of  the  8th  of  Novem- 
ber, wherein  I  remonftrated  againft  (he  tendency  of  your  inter- 
courfe with  the  French. 

Although  I  had  been  for  fome  time  pad,  apprized  that  your 
Highnefs  had  engaged  with  feveral  powers  of  Afxa,  in  various  ne- 
nKiations  of  the  mofi  hoftile  tendency  towards  the  Interefts  of  the  . 
Company  and  of  iti  allies ;  and  although  your  continued  njilltaiy 
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Separations  correfootidcd  with  the  (^irit  of  your  negotialions;  t 
ill  hoped  that  a  Icnfe  of  your  own  mtcrcfts,  and  a  regard  to  the 
acknowledged  maxims  of  prudence  and  good  faith,  would  have  in- 
duced you  to  reiinquifli  piojt^s  of  aggreffion  fo  inconfiftent  withT 
your  own  profdHons,  with  your  real  intcrefls,  and  with  the  cha- 
racter of  your  wifdom  and  difcretion.  But  I  had  fcarcely  formed 
that  derifion  on  your  Highnefs's  claim  to  Wynaad  (by  which  f 
had  afforded  an  unqueftionable  ttftimony  of  my  dtfpofition  to  ren- 
der impartial  and  ample  judice  to  your  rights,  and  to  cultivate 
and  improve  the  relations  of  amity  and  peace  with  your  Highnefs) 
when  1  received  fi*om  the  Ifle  of  France,  an  authentic  copy  of  the 
prociamationi  a  Perdan  tranllation  of  which  accompanies  this 
letter. 

In  addition  to  this  proclamation,  I  pofTefs  full  and  accurate  in- 
formation of  all  the  proceedings  of  your  Highnefs's  AmbafTadors 
during  their  refidence  in  the  Ifle  of  France;  of  the  whole  of  their 
conduct  in  exerciltng  the  powers  delegated  to  them  by  your  High- 
nefs  ;  and  of  your  Highnefs's  condu6)  fince  the  return  of  your  am- 
baif^dors. 

From  the  whole  evidence  in  my  poflef&on,  the  following  fafls 
are  inconteftiby  proved. 

Your  Highnels  difpatched  two  amhalTadors  from  your  prefence, 
who  embarked  at  Mangalore  for  the  Jfle  of  France,  and  arrivea 
there  at  the  clofe  of  the  month  of  January  1798:  thefhipon 
•  which  the  ambafliAdors  were  embarked,  hoifted  your  Highnefs's  co- 
lours upon  entering  the  harbour  of  Port  Nord-Ouefl  in  the  Jfle  of  • 
France,  Your  ambafladors  were  received  publicly  and  formally  by 
the  French  Gove-rnmcnt  under  a  falute  of  cannon,  and  with  every 
circumftance  of  diftin^ion  and  refp.-ft  ;  and  they  were  entertained, 
during  their  continuance  on  the  ifland,  by  the  French  Govern- 
ment, at  the  public  expence. 

Previoiifly  to  the  arrival  of  your  ambafladors  on  the  ifland,  no 
k  idea  or  rumour  exifted  there  of  any  aid  to  be  furniftied  to  your 
Highneft  by  the  French  ;  or  of  any  profpeft  of  a  war  between  your 
Highnefs  and  the  Company.  But  within  two  days  after  the  arrival 
of  your  ambaifadors,  the  proclamatiim,  of  which  I  now  forward  to 
you  a  tran  flat  ion,  was  fixed  up  in  the  moft  public  places,  and  cir- 
culated through  the  town  of  Port  Nord-Oucft. 

Your  ambalf-adors,  far  from  prottfling  aqainft  the  matter  or  flyle 
of  the  proclamation,  held  without  rcfcrve,  in  themotl  public  man- 
ner, the  fame  langua[;c  which  it  contains  wit]^  refpcfl  to  thcoffenfive 
war  to  be  commenced  by  your  Hiohnefs  aoainil  the  Britifli  polfef- 
flons  in  India  ;  and  they  even  fuffered  the  proclamation  to  be  pub- 
licly diftribnted  at  their  own  houfes. 

In  coniequenc::?  of  thefe  circumflanccs,  an  univerfal  belief  pi'e- 
railcd  in  the  ifland,  that  vonr  Hi^hnefs  would  make  an  immediate' 
attack  upon  the  Britifli  poflefiions  in  India. 

Your  ambafladors  were  prefcnt  in  the  iflnnd,  when  the  French' 
Government  proceeded  to  a6\  under  the  proclamation  in  queflion  ;' 
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and  your  ambaHadors  aided  and  aifiiled  the  executfon  oflfhe  pro* 
clatnation,  by  making  promifcs,  in  the  name  of  your  Highneis,  for 
the  purpofe  of  inducing  recruits  to  enlill  in  your  fervicc.  Your 
ambafladors  propofed  to  levy  men  to  any  pra^icable  extent,  dating 
their  powers  to  be*  unlimited  with  refpc<^  to  the  numbers  of  th© 
forces  to  be  raifed  in  your  Highnefs's  name,  for  the  purpofe  of 
making  war  on  the  Company. 

The  ambafladors  entered  into  certain  flipulations  and  engaae- 
^lents,  in  the  name  of  pour  Highnefs,  according  to  the  tenor  of  th© 
proclamation  (fee  the  margin)*  with  feveral  Frenchmen,  and 
others  who  entered  into  your  fervice,  particularly  wi^h  Monfieur 
Dubuc,  Whom  the  Ambafladors  engaged  in  your  Highnefs's  name, 
for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  aflifting  in  the  war  to  be  commenced  by 
your  Highnefs  againft  the  Englifli  in  India. 

The  proclamation  therefoie  is  proved  to  have  beeh  the  aft  of 
vour  ambafladors.  It  originated  in  their  arrival  at  the  Kle  of 
France  ;  it  was  diftributed  by  their  agents ;  it  was  fivowed  in  every 
part  by  their  own  public  declarations  j  and,  finally,  it  was  exe- 
cuted, according  to  its  tenor,  by  their  perfonal  afliftance  and  co- 
operation. 

On  the  7th  of  March  179B,  the  ambafladors  embarked  at  Port 
Nord-Oueft,  on  board  the  French  frigate  La  Preneufe,  together 
with  the  force  thus  raifed  in  your  Hi;;hnefs's  name. 

This  French  frigate,  with  your  ambaifadors,  and  with  the  troops 
raifed  in  ti\e  enemv's  countrv  for  vour  fervice,  arrived  at  Manoa- 
lorcabout  the  26th  of  April  179^.  Your  Highnefs  permitted  this 
force  to  taud  in  your  dominions ;  and  far  from  manifcfting  the 
lead  fymptom  of  difappiobation  of  the  condu£t  of  your  ambatladors 
in  any  part  of  this  tranfa6^ion,  you  formally  received  them,  and  the 
French  officers  and  principal  perfons  who  accompanied  them,  with 
public  marks  of  honour  and  diflindtion;  and  you  now  entertain  \\\ 
your  fervice  a  large  part  of  the  force  thus  raifed,  for  the  purpofe  of 
making  war  upon  the  Honourable  Company. 

From  thcie  feveral  facts,  the  follov/ing  conclufions  refult: 

Firft,  That  the  ambafl".*dors  difpatrhcd  by  your  Highnefs  to  the 
Ifle  of  France  did  propofe,  and  adually  did  conclude,  an  otfcnfivc 
alliance  with  the  French,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  commencing  a 
war  of  aggreflion  againfl  the  Company,  and  confequcnily  againft 
the  allies,  the  Paifliwa  and  the  Nizam. 

Secondly,  That  your  Highncf4*s  ambafladors  demanded  military 
fuccours  from  the  French  for  the  purpofe  of  profe«:uting  the  faid 
war;  and  declared  that  your  Highnefs  had  already  completed  your 
hoftile  preparations  againft  the  Company  (and  confequcntly  againft 

•  Nous  pouvons  aAlirer  tons  les  citoyens  qui  ftrroM  in'crise,  qnr  Tippoo 
leur  fera  dcs  traitcmtni  avantageuxqui  ffiont  fix€s  avrc  «es  amha(T.*di'iii's^ 
qui  s**  en^ageroiit  en  outre,  au  nom  de  Irur  ScMivcram  '\  cequ-  les  Fnr^ais 
qui  auront  pris  parti  dans  lis  arnices,  ne  puileiu  jam^as  y  tiie  rctci<u& 
quaod  il«  voudiunt  r'entrer  dans  leur  paivie. 
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live  allies) ;  and  thatVou  only  waited  the  arrival  of  tfiedhid  aid 
from  the  French  to  break  out  into  open  hofttlities. 

Thirdly,  That  your  Highnefs's  ambafTadors  levied  a  military 
force  in  the  Ifle  of  France,  under  the  conditions* •of  the  proclama- 
tion, ,\nd  for  the  avowed  purpofe  of  carrying  into  cflfc?dl  the  olFenfive 
alliance,  contra(^ed,  in  the  nameiof  your  Highnefs,  with  the  enemy' 
of  the  Company  and  of  the  allies. 

■  Fourthly,  That  your  Highiiefs  approved  the  rondudjb  of  your 
anibilTadors,  fuffered  the  French  force,  raifed  for  the  purpofe  of 
making  war  upon  the  Company  and  the  allies,  to  be  landed  ia 
your  country  ;  and  finally  admitted  the  faid  force  into  your  army.  . 
Fifthly,  That  your  Highnefs,  by  thcfe  feveral  perfonal  and  un-* 
equivocal  a6Vs,  has  ratified  tht  engagements  contained  in  the  pro* 
clamation  publiflied  in  the  Ifle  of  France;  and  has  taken  the  preli-*' 
min^iy  fteps  for  fulfilling  thofc  engngements  according  to  the  tcnoc 
of  that  proclamation  ;  and  that  you  have  thereby  precluded  what- 
ever hope  might  otherwifc  have  been  entertained,  that  the  pro 
reediogs  of  your  Highnefs*^  ambaiiadors  were  authorized  by  your. 
orders. 

Sixthly,  That  your  Highneft  has  for  fomc  time  paft  been  cm- 
ployed  in  military  preparations,  conformably,  to  the  hodile  fpirit  of 
your  cneagements,  conti-adcd  with  the  enemy  of  the  Company  and 
ot  the  allies. 

Seventhly,  That  your  Highnefs  was  prepared  to  make  an  unpro- 
voked attack  upon  the  Company *s  pofleffions,  if  you  had  obtained' 
from  the  French  the  effedual  fuccour  which  you  had  folictted 
through  your  ambaiTadors.  . 

Eighthly,  That  your  Highnefs,  by  theie. feveral  at^s,  has  violated 
the  treaties  of  peace  and  fricndfhip  fubfifting  between  your  High- 
nefs and  the  allies. 

Such  are  thegrounde  on  which  I  founded  my  complaint,  in  my 
letter  of  the  8th  of  November ;  and  fuch  are  the  motives  which 
now  compel  the  allies  to  feek  relief  from  that  ambiguous  and  anxi-- 
Ous  flatc  in  which  they  have  been  placed,  for  fome  years  pall,  by. 
the  conduft  of  your  HJghnefs.  The  allies- complain  that  your  fre- 
quent preparations  for  war,  together  with  your  hoftile  negociations 
and  offenfive  alliances  with'  the  enemy,  coiuiunally  cxpofe  the  allies, 
during  a  period  of  fiippofed  peace,  to  ail  the  folicitudc  and  hazard 
and  much  of  the  cxpence  of  war. 

Even  under  all  thefe  circumftances  of  provocation,  the  aMies  en- 
tertain the  moff  earnelVdefire  to  eftablifh  with-  voiir  Hi?hrtffs  a* 
'real  and  fubftantial  peace,  accompanied  by  the*  Intcrcoiirfe  and 
good  offices  uftial  among  friendly  and  contiguous  ftates.  We  are, 
ther'-foir,  ready  to  renew  and  confirm  the  bonds  of  amity  with 
your  Highnefs,  on  fuch  conditions  as  flioJl  preclude  the  continu- 
ance of  thofe  jealoufics,  which  miift'{i  hvSt  (»»  long  as  a  final  and 
iatisfadory  adjviltment  of  all  raufes  of  fufpicion  fliall  be  delayed. 

Vour  Highiiefs  is  pleafed  to  fay,  "That  you  cannot  imagine  how 
••  means,  more  effectual  than  the  exifling  treaties,  can  be  adoprf;d 
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**  for  giviogf  llabiJitf  to  the  ibundatioos  of  fncfuUhip  and  har^ 
**  mony,  or  for  promoting  the  fecurity  of  the  fiates,  and  the  welfare 
**  and  advantage  ot  alt  parties*"  j 

In  this  fentiment  1  entirely  concar  with  your  Highnefs  ;  and  if 
your  Highnefs's  wifdom  had  not  been  perverted,  by  evil  councils, 
from  a  due  ob(i*rvance  of  your  engagements  with  the  a  Hies,  no  new 
or  more  effe^ual  means  would  now  be  neceAary  «*  for  giving  fta- 
*«  bility  to  the  foundations  of  friendihip  and  harmony,  or  ibr  pro* 
'*  tnoting  the  fecurity  <\f  the  ftateg,  and  the  welfare  and  advantage 
**  of  all  [xtrties/'  But  a  new  arrangement  is  become  indifpenfable^ 
in  confequence  of  your  Highnefs's  new  engagements  with  the  com- 
mon enemy  of  the  aUirt.  And  I  again  entreat  yom  Highnefs  to 
meet  with  cordiality  the  friendly  and  moderate  advance  ot  the  al** 
lies,  towards  an  amicable  fettlement  of  every  ground  of  jfaioufy 
and  danger* 

•  Had  your  Highnefs  received  Mnjoi*  Doveton,  that  gentleman 
would  have  explained  to  your  Highneis,  on  the  part  of  the  Com- 
pany and  of  the  allies^  how  this  advantageous  arrangiement  is  to  be 
obtained. 

-  The  allies,  being  always  anxious  to  enter  into  the  friendly  expla- 
nation with  your  Hij;hnefs,  1  once  more  call  upon  your  [{ighne(% 
in  the  mod  ierious  and  folemn  manner,  to  afTent  to  the  admiifioit 
of  JVI'^jor  Doveton,  as  a  meaiure  which  I  am  confident  would  be 
productive  of  the  m oft  lafting  advantages  to  ail  parties. 

I  truft  that  yotn-  Highnefs  will  favour  me  with. a  friendiv  letter 
in  reply  to  this  ;  and  i  mod  carneilly  requeil  that  your  rcpfy  may 
not  be  deferred  for  more  than  one  day  after  this  letter  diall  reach 
faar  prelenre ;  dangerous  confeqnenoes  refult  from  the  delay  of 
arduous  affairs* 

(A  true  copy) 

N«  B.  Edmonstonb, 

P.Tr. 

(No.  6.)-— Copy  of  a  letter  fi'om   Tippoo  Sultaun  to  the  Right 

Honourable  the  Governor  General. 

Fiooi  Tippoo  Sultaun  ;  dated  24th  Rycb  12 13,  or  2d  January 
1799:  Received  nth  January  1799. 

The  agreeable  arrival  of  your  Lordfliip*s  two  letters,  denoting 
your  welfare,  rejoiced  and  gratified  me*  A  khereta  in  reply  to 
your  Lord  (hip's  former  friendly  letter  has  been  written  and  dif* 
patched.  It  wi|l,  no  doubt,  by  this  time  have  been  received  ;  and 
the  (incerity  of  my  friendibip  and  regards  together  with  proofs  of 
my  iblicitude  for  tranquillity  and  peace  (my  friendly  heatt  being 
bent  upon  their  cncreafe)  will  have  been  made  apparent.  Continue 
to  rejoice  with  me  in  happy  letters. 

(A  true  tranilation.) 

N.  B.  Edmonstonk. 

(No» 


^No.  7^j— 'Copy  of  a  letter  from  Tippoo  Sultaun  to  the  Right 

Honourable  the  Governor  General. 

From  Tippoo  Sultaun  :  Received  13th  February  1799. 

I  have  been  much  gratified  by  the  agreeable  receipt  of  you  Lord- 
fliip'stwo  friendly  letLcrs  ;  thefirft,  brought  by  a  cameiman,  the 
JUil  by  hircarrahs ;  and  underftood  their  contents.  The  letter  of 
the  Prince  in  Ration,  like'  Turnlhcid  with  angels  as  his  guards, 
with  troops  numerous  as  the  itars,  the  fun  illuminating  the 
ii'orld,  the  heaven  of  empire  and  dominion,  the  luminary  giving 
fplcndour  to  the  univerie,  the  Rimameut  of  glory  and  power, 
the  Sultaun  of  the  fea  and  the  land«  the  King  ot  Room  (i.  c.  the 
Grand  Seignior)  be  his  empire  and  his  power  perpetual,  addreOed 
tome,  which  reached  you  through  the  Britifh  Envoy,  and  which 
you  traufmitted,  has  arrived.  Being  frequently  difpoied  to  make 
excurfions  and  hunt,  lam  accordingly  proceeding  upon  a  hunting 
t:xciirfioa.  Vou  wUlbepleafcd  to  difpatch  Major  Dov£toa  (about 
Vhofe  coming  your  friendly  pen  has  repeatedly  written)  lUgbtly- 
^Urnd/cd. 

Aj  ways  continue  to  gratify  me  by  friendly  letters,  notifying  your 
welfare, 

A  true  tranflaiioHt 

N.  6.  Edmqhstoke. 

(No.  8.) — Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Right  Honourable  the  Go- 
vernor General  to  Tippoo  Sultaun ;  dated  22d  February  X799« 

;To  Tippo  Sultaun  :  written  22d  February  1 799. 

I  had  the  honour,  on  the  13th  inflant,  to  receive  your  letter, 
acknowledging  your  receipt  of  my  two  letters  of  the  9th  and  16th 
January,  informing  me  of  your  intention  to  proceed  on  a  hunting 
^xcurHon,  ai^d  dciiring  me  to  difpatch  Major  Doveton  unattended 
to  you. 

I  lament  moil  fincerely,  that  the  friendly  intimation  contained 
!n  my  letter  ot  the  9th  Januaiy,  regarding  the  daugersof  delay,  pro- 
duced no  etfcift  on  your  difccrniug  mind,  and  that  you  deferred 
your  reply  to  that  letter  to  fo  late  a  period  in  the  feafon.  Your  long 
£lejice  on  this  important  and  preiHng  occadon,  compelled  me  to^ 
adopt  the  refolution  of  ordering  the  Britifh  forces  to  advance  ia 
concert  with  the  armies  of  the  allied  powers.  You  are  not  igno- 
rant that  the  period  of  the  feafon  rendered  the  advance  uf  the  army 
abfolutely  neceflary  to  the  common  fecurity  of  the  allies.  This 
movement  of  the  army  is  to  be  imputed  entirely  to  your  repeated 
reje<flion  of  my  amicable  propofal  of  fending  an  atnbadador  to 
your  prefence. 

Under  the  prefent  circumftances,  to  fend  Major  Doveton  to  you, 
could  not  be  attended  with  thofe  advantages  which  would  have 
refulted  from  hi& million  at  a  proper  feafon.. 
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The  allies*  however,  retaining  an  anxious  cteiire  to  cfff€t  ^n  ad* 

juftment  with  you,  Lieutenant  General  Han  is,  rommandtr  of  the 
BrirtQi  troops,  has  been  empowered  to  receive  any  embalTv  wh'ch 
you  ihall  diipitch  to  him  Lieutenant  General  Karris  will  alfo 
authorize  fuch  perfons  as  he  may  think  proper,  to  concert,  inccir,* 
JDunication  with  your  ambaifaclors,  a  new  treaty  of  iriend (hi p  wua 
your  Highnefs,  founded  on  fuch  conditions  as  appear  to  the  allies 
to  be  indifpenfably  necefTary  to  the  cftabliftiment  of  a  fecure  and 
permanent  peace. 

A  true  copy. 

N.  B.  Edmonstone. 

(No.  9.)— —Copy  of  a  Declaration  of  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Governor  General  in  Council,  for  ail  the  forces  and  affairs  of 
the  Britifh  nation  in  the  £aft  Indies,  on  behalf  of  the  Honour- 
able the  £a{l  India  Company  and  the  allies  of  the  faid  Cool' 
pany  there,  his  Highnefs  the  Nizam  and  the  Pefliwa. 

A  folemn  treaty  of  peace  and  friend fhip  was  concluded  at  Sc- 
ringapatam,'  between  rlie  Honourable  Company,  and  the  Nabob 
Afoph  J  ah  and  the  Pefhwa,  on  the  one  part,  and  the  Nabob  Tip- 
poo  bultaun  on  the  other  part ;  and  from  that  day  all  commotion 
and  hoftility  ceafed.  Since  that  day,  the  three  allied  States  have 
invariably  roanifefted  a  facred  regard  for  the  obligations  contracted 
under  that  treaty  with  the  Nabob  Tippoo  Sultaun.  Of  this  uniform 
difpofition,  abundant  proofs  have  been  afforded  by  each  of  the  al- 
lies. Wliatevcr  differences  have  arifcn  with  regard  to  the  limits 
of  the  territory  of  Myfore,  have  been  amicably  adjufted  without 
dttiiculty,  and  with  the  mod  exaifl  attention  to  the  principles  of 
equity,  and  to  the  ftipulations  of  treaty  vSuch  has  been  the  folici- 
tude  of  the  allies  for  the  prefervation  of  tranquillity,  that  they  have 
vicA'ed  with  forbearance,  for  fome  years  paft,  various  embaffiesand 
military  preparations  on  the  part  of  Tippc^  Sultaun,  of  a  tendency  fo 
evidently  hollile  to  the  intcreft?  of  the  r.jlies,  as  would  have  juftified 
them,  not  only  in  the  mofl  ferious  remonftranccs,. but  even  in  an  ap- 
peal to  arms.  On  the  part  of  the  Britifh  Government  every  endea- 
vour has  been  employed  to  conciliate  the  confidence  of  the  Sultaun, 
and  to  mitigate  his  vindictive  fpirir,  by  the  mofl  unequivocal  ac- 
knowled:Tment  and  confirmation  of  his  juft  rights,  and  by  the  re- 
moval of  every  caufe  of  jealoufv,  which  might  tead  to  interrupt  the 
continuance  of  peace.  1  hefc  pacific  fentiments  have  been  moll  par- 
ticularly  manifefled  in  the  Governor  (rcn^^ral's  recent  decifion  on 
Tippoo  Sultaun's  claim  to  the  diftriCt  of  Wynaad,  and  in  the  negotia- 
tion opened  by  his  Lordfhip  with  regard  to  the  diflricls  of  Amorah 
and  Souleah.  In  everv  inflance  the  conduft  of  the  Britifh  Govern- 
ment  in  India  towards  Tippoo  Sultaun,,  has  been  the  natural  refult 
oflhofe  principles  of  moderation,  juftice,  and  good  faith,  which 
the  Legiflature  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  Honourable  the  Eafl  India 
Company,  have  firmly  eliablilhed  as  the  unalterable  i*ule  of  their 
intcrcourfe  with  the  native  Princes  and  States  of  India. 

\        The 
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The  exemplary  good  fkhh  and  the  pacific  difpofitiori  of  the  al- 
lies fincc  the  conciufion  of  the  treaty  of  Seringapatam,  has  never 
been  difputed  even  by  Tippoo  Suitaun.  Far  from  having  at- 
tempted to  allcdge  even  the  pretext  of  a  complaint  againft  their  con- 
duft,  he  has  conftantly  acknowledged  their  juftice,  fincerity,  and 
good  faith  ;  and  has  preferred,  in  the  moil  cordial  terms,  his  defire 
to  maintain  and  (Irengthen  the  foundations  of  harmony  and  coi>* 
cord  with  them. 

In  ihe  midft  of  thcfe  amicable  profelfions  on  the  part  of  Tippoo 
Sultiun,  and  at  the  moment  when  the  Britifh  Government  had  if- 
fued  orders  for  the  confirmation  of  his  claim  to  Wynaad,  it  was 
with  aftonifhment  and  indignation  that  the  allies  difcovered  the 
engagements  which  he  h.tU  contracted  with  the  French  nation,  in 
direA  violation  of  the  tre?ty  of  Seringapatam,  as  well  as  of  his  own 
moft  folemn  and  recent  proteftations  of  friend  (hip  towards  the 
allies. 

Under  themalkof  theft?  fpecious  profeffions,  and  of  a  pretended 
veneration  for  the  obhi^ations  of  trenty,  Tippoo  Snltaun  difpatchcd 
ambafladorb  to  the  Ifle  of  France,  who,  in  a  period  of  profound 
peace  in  India,  propofcd  and  concluded,"  in  his  name,  an  offenfive 
allbnce  with  the  French,  for  the  avowed  purpofe  of  commencing 
a  war  of  aggreffion  againft  the  Company,  and  confequently  againft 
the  Pcftiwa  and  the  Nizam,  the  allies  of  the  Company. 

The  amhafladors,  in  the  name  of  Tippoo  Suitaun,  demanded 
military  fucrours  from  the  French,  and  ac^lually  levied  a  military 
force  in  the  Ifle  ot  Fiance,  with  the  declared  view  of  profecuting 
the  intended  war. 

•  When  the  amhafladors  returned,  in  a  French  (hip  of  war,  from 
the  Ifle  of  France,  Tippoo  Suitaun  fufFered  the  military  force, 
which  they  had  levied  for  the  avowed  purpofe  of  making  war  upoti 
the  allies,  to  land  in  his  country  ;  and  finally,  he  admitted  it  into 
his  army  :  by  thefe  perfonal  aCts  ratifying  and  confirming  the  pro*. 
$ecdings  of  hisambafladors. 

1  his  military  force,  however,  was  not  fufficiently  powerful  to 
enable  him  immediately  to  attempt  his  declared  purpofe  of  attack- 
ing the  Company's  poffeffions  ;  but  in  the  meanwhile  he  advanced 
his  hoftile  preparations  conformably  to  his  engagements  with  the 
French  ;  and  he  was  ready  to  move  his  army  into  the  Cornpany's 
territories,  whenever  he  might  obtain  from  France  the  effe^ual 
fuccours,  which  he  had  afliduouflv  foiicited  from  that  nation. 

Put  the  providence  of  God,  and  the  vi<^oriou8  arms  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  nation,  fruftrated  his  vain  hopes,  and  checked  the  prefump- 
tuous  career  of  the  French  in  Egypt,  at  the  moment  when  he  anxi> 
oufly  expe<^ed  their  arrival  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar. 

'ihe  Briti.fli  Government,  the  Nizam,  and  the  Pefhwa,  had  not 
omitted  the  necefTary  precaution  of  aflembling  their  forces  for  the 
joint  protection  of  their  refpc6live  dominions.  The  ftri6l  prin- 
ciples of  fcif  defence  would  have  juftified  the  allies  at  that  period  of 
time  in  making  an  immediate  attack  upon  the  territories  of  Tippoo 

Suitaun  { 
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Sultauni  but  even  the  happy  intelligence  oFthe  glorious  fttcetft'of 
the  Britifli  fleet  at  the  mouth  of  the  Nile,  did  not  abate  the  anxious 
defire  of  the  allies  to  maintain  the  relations  of  amity  and  peace 
with  Tippoo  Sultaun.  .  They  attempted  by  a  moderate  reprefenta«» 
tion,  to  recall  him  to  a  fenfe  of  his  oblieattons,  and  of  the  genuine 
principles  of  prudence  and  policy  ;  and  they  employed  every  effort 
to  open  the  channels  of  negotiation,  and  to  facilitate  the  means  of 
amicable  aocommodation.  With  thefe  falutary  views,  the  Governor 
General,  on  the  9th  November  1798,  in  the  nanr>c  of  the  allies, 
propoied  to  difpatch  an  ambaflTador  to  Tippoo  Sultaun,  for  the  purn 
pofe  of  renewing  the  bonds  of  friendfliip,  and  of  concluding  fuch 
an  arrangement  as  might  afford  effet^uai  fecurity  againft  any  future 
interruption  of  the  public  tranquillity  ;  and  his  Lordfhip  repeated 
the  fame  propofal  on  the  10th  December  1798.  Tippoo  Suhaun 
declined,  by  various  evafions  and  fubtcrfuges,  this  friendly  and  nto^ 
derate  advance  on  the  part  of  the  allies,  and  he  mantfeiled  an  evt. 
dent  difpofition  to  reje6i  the  means  of  pacific  accommodation,  by 
fuddenly  breaking  up,  in  the  month  of  December*  the  conferences 
which  had  commenced  with  refpc6l  to  the  diflri^s  of  Amorah  and 
Souleah,  and  by  interrupting  the  intercourfe  between  hi«  fubjeds 
and  thofe  of  the  Company  on  their  refpeftive  frontiere.  Qn  the  9th. 
January  1799$  the  Governor  General,  being  arrived  at  Fort  Sr^ 
George  (notwithflanding  thefe  difcouraging  circumdances  in  the 
•ondud  of  Tippoo  Sultaun)  renewed  with  increafed  earneftnrfs^ 
the  expreffion  ot  his  Lordfhip's  anxious  defire  to  difptch  an  am« 
baHador  to  the  Sultaun. 

'  The  Governor  General  exprefs>ly  fol^cited  the  Sultaun  to  return 
an  anfwer  within  one  day  to  this  letter  ^  and  as  it  involved  no  pro<« 
pofition  either  injurious  to  the  rights,  dignity,  or  honour  of  the 
Sultaun,  in  any  degree  novel  or  complicated  either  in  form  or  fub-» 
Aance,  it  could  not  require  a  longer  confidcration.  The  Governor 
General  waited  with  the  utmoft  folicitude  for  an  anfwer  to  the  rea- 
fonable  and  difliti(Ft  propofition  contained  in  his  letter  of  the  9tl^ 
January.  1799.  Tippoo  Sultaun,  however,  who  m\\{k  have  re- 
ceived this  letter  before  the  15th  of  January,  remained  filent,  zU 
though  the  Governor  General  had  plainly  apprized  that  Prince, 
that  dangerous  confcquences  would  refuit  fjom  delay.  In  the  mean 
while  the  feafon  for  military  operations  had  already  advanced  to  fo 
lite  a  period,  as  to  render  a  fpeedy  de'cifion  indifpenfable  to  the  fe- 
curity  of  ihe  allies  :  under  thefe  c ire umllances,  on  the  3d  of  Fe- 
bruary (eight  days  having  elapfed  from  the  period  when  an  anfwer 
might  have  been  received  from  Seringapatam  to  the  Governor  Ge-- 
jicral's  letter  of  the  9th  of  January)  his  Lord (liip  declared  to  the 
alliei>,  that  the  neceffary  meafures  muft  now  be  adopted,  without 
delay,  for  fccuring  fuch  ailvantages  as  fliould  place  the  common 
fafcty  of  the  aliits  beyond  the  reach  of  the  infincerit?  of  Tippoo 
Sultaun,  and  of  the  violence  of  the  French.  With  this  view,  the 
Governor  General  on  the  3d  of  February  iflued  orders  to  the  Britiih 
armies  to  march,  and  (ignified  to  the  Commander  of  his  Majefly's 

fquadron. 
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I^uadron,  that  the  pbflinate  flienceofthe  Sultaun  fnuft  be  con« 
fidered  as  a  rcje^lion  of  the  propofed  amicable  negotiation.        I 

At  length,  on  the  1 3th  of  February,  a  letter  from  Tippoo  Sal- 
taun  reached  the  Governor  General;  in  which  the  Sultaun  (ignifies 
to  his  LordOiip,  '•  That  being  frequently  difpofed  to  make  excur- ' 
^  fions  and  hunt,  he  was  accordingly  proceeding  upon  a  hunting' 
•*  excurfion;"  adding,  "That  the  Governor  General  would  be 
**  pleafcd  to  difpatch  Major  Doveton,  fo  htm,  unattended/' 

The  allies  will  not  dwell  on  tt^e  pjcctiliarphrafe^  <^thi?  letter; 
but  it  muil  be  evidept  to  all  the  Ihtes  of  India,  that  the  anrwer^of 
the  Sultaun  had  been  deferred  to  this  late  period  of  tliefeafon,  with 
no  other  view  than  to  preclude  the  allies,  by  inlidious  delays,  from 
the  benefit  of  thofe  advantages  which  their  combined  military  ope*  ' 
rations  would  enable  them  to  fecure.  On  thofe  advantages  alone 
(under  the  recent  experience  of  Tippoo  Sultaun's  violation  of 
the  treaty  of  Seringapatam,  and  under  the  peculiar  circumftancet 
pfthat  Prince's  offcntive  alliance  with  the  French)  can  the  allies 
now  venture  to  rely  for  the  faithful  execution  of  any  treaty  of  peace 
CMcIuded  with  Tippoo  Sultaun. 

The  allies  cannot  futfer  Tippoo  Sultaun  to  profit  by  his  own  fliu 
died  and  fyftematic  delay,  nor  to  impede  fuch  a  difpofition  of  their 
military  and  naval  force,  as  fhall  appear  beft  calculated  to  give  ef« 
fed  to  their  juft  views. 

Bound  by  the  farred  obligations  of  pnblic  faith,  profeffing  the 
moft  amicable  difpofition,  and  undiilurbed  in  the  pofleffion  of 
thofe  dominions  fccured  to  him  by  treaty,  Tippoo  Sultaun  wan- 
Conly  violated  the  relations  of  amity  aud  peace,  and  compelled  the 
allies  to  arm  ia  dcfencjt  of  their  rights,  their  happinefs,  and  their 
honour. 

For  a  period  of  three  months,  he  obftinately  reje^ed  every  pa- 
cific overture,  in  the  hourly  expectation  of  receiving  that  fuccour, 
which  he  has  eagerly  folicited  for  the  profecution  of  his  favourite 
purpofes  of  ambition  and  revenge.  Difappointed  in  his  hopes  of 
immediate  venge.mce  and  conqueft,  he  now  reforts  to  fubterfuge 
^nd  procrafti nation,  and  by  a  tardy,  rclu^ant,  and  infidious  ac- 
quieuence,  in  a  propofition  i^hich  he  had  (o  long  and  repeatedly  de- 
clined, he  endeavours  to  frudrate  the  precautions  of  the  allies,  and 
to  protra<fl  every  eflfc^iflual  operation,  until  fome  change  of  circum- 
fiances  and  of  feafon  (hall  revive  his  expectations  of  difturbing  the ' 
tranquillity  of  India,  by  favouring  the  irruption  of  a  French 
army.  , 

The  allies  are  equally  prepared  to  repel  hi^  violence^  and  to 
c.ountcraft  his  artifices  and  delays. 

The  allic^J  are,  therefore,  refolyed,  to  place  their  army  in  furh  a 
pofition  as  Hull  afford  adequate  protection  agatnlV  any  artifice  or 
infincerity,  and  (liall  preclude  the  i'eturn  of  that  danger,  which  has 
fo  lately  menaced  their  poiTefhons.  I'he  allies,  however,  retaining 
an  anxious  defire  to  effeCl  an  adjufiment  with  Tippoo  Sultaun, 
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I^ieutenant  General  lUnris,  Commander  in  Chief  of  Uh  Majelly's 
and  the  Honourable  Company's  forces  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel 
and  Malabar,  is  authorized  to  receive  any  embally  which  Tippoo 
Siiluun  may  difpatcb  to  the  Head  Quarters  of  the  Britifli  army,  and 
to  concert  a  treaty  on  fuch  conditions  as  appear  to  the  allies  to  be 
indifpeniably  ncceflary  for  the  eftablifhment  of  a  fecure  and  per* 
limont  peace. 

Dated  Fort  St.  George,  aid  February  1799. 

By  Order  of  the  Right  Houourablo  the  Governor  General^ 
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marched  for  the  Myfore  Country  from  the  Coromandel  Coafi  f 
taken  from  the  Monthly  Returns  of  the  Corps  in  the.  Ad^utapt 
General's  Office,  for  the  Month  of  February  1799* 
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Detachment  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Roberts. 
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(Noc  t2»)— -*An   account  of  rice  anci  gram,  coneded  io  tW 
Coorga  Country  for  the  ufe  of  the  army. 

Contra^  rice,  provided  by  Cboarka  Moufa,  and  dt* 
liverable  at  the  head  of  the  Poodicherrum  Ohaut,  by 
the  25th  of  February,  30,000  morahs  of  40  pucka        lbs. 
fcers,  or  Solbs,  each  '    ■  ■  ■    '    '    a|4oO}00^ 

Kice  colle^ed  by  the  Raja,  and  llored  at  Ver  Rajun«  * 
der-Pet  tft  March,  33,000  battles  of  60  pucka  feers, 
or  i2olb9.  eack  ■'■■'*  ■'■  StQ^o^ooo 

■■■II  > 

lb$.6, 360,000 

Being  at  id.  per  man  per  day,  oqual  to  the  fubfiftence  of  401000 
men  for  159  days. 

GRAM. 

Deliverable  at  the  head  of  the  Foodichemim  Ghaut,  by       lbs* 
the  25th  FibrOary,  t,ooo  candies  of  56blbs.  each,  or    5,600,000 

Being  at  lolba.  per  day  per  horfe,  gram  for  a, 800  hotfes  for  z^ 
davs. 

No.  9. 

£xtra<5l  of  a  letter  from  Lord  Momingtoo  to  the  Seeret  Commit* 
tee  ;  dated  Fort  St.  George,  2zd  April  1799. 

Since  my  arrival  at  this  Prcfidency,  I  have  addrefled  three  iepa* 
rate  letters  to  your  Honourable  Committee,  under  date  the  *  13111 
January,  13th  February^  and  15th  March  1799  ;  my  feparate  let* 
ters  of  the  20th  of  March,  and  of  this  date,  to  the  Court  of  Direo* 
tors,  and  the  letter  to  your  Honourable  Committee  from  the  Go« 
vernor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  Si,  George,  of  the  7th  Aprf]« 
contain  a  view  of  fuch  events  as  have  happened  in  this  quarter  unce 
the  date  of  my  laft  letter  to  you. 

To  thcfe  advices,  I  do  not  feel  it  neceflkry  to  add  any  thing  at 
prefent,  further  than  my  alTurancc  that  every  eircumflance  pro- . 
mifes  a  fpeedy  and  advantageous  iflue  to  the  war  with  Tippoo  SuU 
taun,  and  that  all  fuch  private  intelligence  b$  I  have  received  con** 
curs  to  favour  this  expectation. 

1  have  the  fatisfa^ion  to  inform  yod  that,  notwithflanding  the  . 
^port  of  40  lacs  of  rupees  in  fpecie  to  this  Prefidency,  and  the  ac- 
tual commencement  of  bi^ftilities  with  Tippoo  Sultaun,  the  difcount 
upon  all  the  public  fecurities  in  Beneal  hat  experienced  a  Confider* 
able  diminution  during  the  courlBs  of  the  lafl  month  ;  and  with  the 
aid  of  the  fupplies  in  fpecie  which  we  expe^  from  England,  I  flat« 


» 


-* 


*  The  fubftance  of  thefe  lettert  have  been  detalM  h  Lord  Morning* 
lon^S  letter  of  the  soth  March  1799*  ' 

acr 
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ter  myfelf  that  I  (hall  be  enabled,  within  alhort  period  of  ^mt^  to 
dire^  an  enlargement  of  the  commercial  invedment  at  all  the  Pre>^ 
fidehcies.  I  am  naturally  impatient  to  return  to  Bengal,  hut  the 
experience  of  every  hour  convinces  me  more  ftrongly  that  the 
avowed  projedks  of  I'ippoo  Sultaun,  combined  with  the  acknow- 
ledged means  of  carrying  them  into  efFe6l,  have  been  among  the 
moft  efficient  caufes  not  only  of  the  decline  of  public  and  private 
credit  in  Bengal,  but  ilfo  of  encouragement  to  the  diforderly  and 
difafftded  clafs  of  "your  fubjedts.  I  am  therefore  perfuadcd  that  tUp 
eifeduai  reduction  of  Tippoo*s  means  of  mifchief  is  indifpenfable  to 
the  welfare  and  tranquillity  of  all  your  poifel&ons.  Under  this  im* 
preffion  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  remain  at  this  Prefidency  as 
long  asmv  prefence  can  in  any  degree  contribute  to  the  energy  and 
vigour  ot  our  military  operations. 

by  the  lateft  accounts  from  Conftantinoplei  it  appears  that  Ge- 
neral Buonaparte's  army  ft  ill  confifts  of  i7^or  18,000  fighting  men. 
The  Government  of  Bombay  have  fitted  out  ^  expedition  againft 
the  Ifland  of  Pcrim,  according  to  your  orders.  You  will  probably 
learn  from  them,  that  I  called  their  attention  to  the  fame  obje6V, 
as  ibon  as  I  learnt  the  anival  of  the  French  in  Egypt.  My  letter 
j'eached  Bombay  towards  the  conclufion  of  the  month  of  06lobcr» 
but  my  fuggeflion  was  not  executed,  in  confequence  of  a  iuppofed 
deficiency  of  water  on  the  liland  of  Perim. 

Upon  receiving  a  fimilar  fuggeftion  from  me,  Admiral  Rainier 
forwarded  a  conditional  order  for  the  occupation  of  the  Ifland  to 
Commodore  Blankett  by  the  Centurion.  Since  the  receipt  of  your 
orders,  however,  I  underftand  it  has  been  afcertained  at  Bombay^ 
that  the  Jfland  of  Perim  is  not  deficient  in  water. 

No.  10. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Right  Honourable  the  Governor  Gene* 
ral  to  the  Court  of  Dire^toi-s ;  dated  Fort  St.  George,  20th 
April  1799. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Direftors  for  the  affairs  of  the 
Honourable  the  United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England 
trading  to  the  £aft  Indies. 

Honourable  Sirs, 

ift.  I  now  proceed  to  fubmit  to  you  a  detail  of  the  operations  of 
the  armies  in  Myfore. 

zd.  The  army  of  Bombay  under  the  command  of  Lieutehant 
General  Stuart,  marched  from  Cananore  on  the  21ft  of  February, 
lirrived  at  the  head  of  the  Poodicherrum  Ghaut  on  the  25th  of  the 
fame  month,  and  took  pod  at  Seedapoor  and  Sedafere,  on  the  fe- 
cond  of  March,  for  the  protection  of  the  large  fupplies  which  had 
been  collected  at  Verajunder  Pett  in  the  diflridt  of  Coorga,  from 
the&  pofitions,  on  Lieutenant  General  Harris's  approach,  Lieute- 
i^ant  General  Stuart  intended  tQ  forai  a  jandion  with  the  army  of 
Madras. 

3d.  The 
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3d.  Tiie  army  of  Madras,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
General  Harris,  entered  the  territory  of  Mvfore  on  the  cth  of 
March,  when  Lieutenant  General  Harris  ^rwarded  to  Tippoo, 
Sultaun  my  letter  (forming  No.  8,  of  the  inclofures  of  my  feparate 
difpatch  to  your  Honourable  Court,  of  the  20th  March)  and  pub* 
Jifhed  the  declaration,  forming  No.  9^  of  the  inclofures  of  the  fame 
difpatch. 

4th.  The  operations  of  the  army  of  Madras  commenced  by  the 
reduction  of  fevcral  forts  upon  the  frontier,  fome  of  thefe  forts  fur- 
rendered  without  any  refidance,  and  none  of  them  were  defended 
with  fpirit,  although  the  Sultaun  appears,  from  the  improved  eftab- 
lifhment  on  which  he  bad  placed  their  garrifons,  to  have  provided 
as  well  as  he  could  for  a  different  refult. 

5th.  The  progrefs  of  the  army  of  Madras,  owing  to  its  ample 
equipments  in  every  department,  particularly  in  that  of  the  ord* 
nance,  necedary  for  the  iiege  of  beringapatam,  were  unavoidablf 
flow  ;  its  movements,  however,  were  but  little  impeded  by  the  ene- 
my. Confiderable  bodies  of  horfe  hovei  ed  about  ir^  line  of  march^ 
but  without  any  other  effe6l  than  that  of  rendering  the  communi- 
cations with  the  Company's  territories  extremely  difhcnlt.  Some 
parties  of  horfe  attacked  the  Nizam's  contingent,  and  his  Hij^h- 
jiefs's  cavalry  are  reporttd  by  General  Harris  to  have  condu(^ed 
themfelves  with  great  fpirit,  a  circumdance  which  may  partly  be 
attributed  to  the  improvements  recently  introduced  into  the  difcir 
pline  and  eftablifliments  of  his  Highnefs*s  cavaliy,  at  the  recom* 
mendation  of  the  Britifli  Kcfident,  under  my  iuftru6lions. 

6th.  At  the  period  when  the  army  of  Madras  entered  Mvfore^ 
Tippoo  Sultaun  was  fuppofed  to  be  encamped  in  the  vicinity  of 
Maadoor,iand  to  be  preparing  to  move  in  the  dire^ion  of  Banga* 
lore,  for  the  purpofe  of  oppoung  the  progrefs  of  the  army  of  Ma- 
dras, in  the  event  of  Lieutenant  General  Harris  a^^ually  paffing 
the  frontier  ;  but  it^oon  appeared,  that  although  the  Suttaun  bad 
fo  recently  afftflcd  a  difpofition  to  admit  an  embafly  from  the  Bri- 
tifli Government,  he  had  probably  no  other  view  than  to  conceaf 
the  defign  which  he  had  formed,  of  Ariking  a  fudden  and  early 
blow againft  the  arm)  of  Bombay;  for  without  allowing  me  ^c 
4»me  time  to  anfwer  his  lad  letter  which  he  had  taken  for  replying 
to  thofe  addrcfTed  to  me  by  him,  and  witliout  waiting  to  hear  of  the 
aftuaf  commcnrement  of  hoflilitics  on  the  part  of  the  Britifli  Go#. 
vernment,  he  came  to  the  refolution  oi  attacking  the  army  of  Bom- 
bay, then  aflembled  beyond  the  line  of  his  frontier  in  the  diftriA  of 
Coorgos,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  General  Stuart. 

7th.  For  this  purpofe  Tippoo,  taking  with  him  the  flower  of 
his  armv,  appears  to  have  marched  from  his  camp  near  Senapatnm 
of  the  28th  of  February  (when  Lieutenant  General  Harris  was  ftill 
within  the  Company's  territories)  and  moving  rapidly  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Periapatam,  to  have  arrived  thereon  the  morning  of  the  5th 
of  March,  Ivjing  the  fame  day  on  which  Lieutenant  General  Harris 
catered  Myforc  on  the  eaftcrn  fro^itier. 

8th.  On 
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Slh*  'On  thfe  6ih  of  March,  Tippoo  Sultauri  paiTed  his  own  fron- 
tier, and  attacked  a  detachment  of  the  army  of  Bombay,  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant  G<^n*ral  Stuart,  the  total  l>rength  of  vfrhdfc 
entire  army  did  not  anloliht  to  more  than  fix  thoufand  fighting 
Irien.  Tht  Attack  of  the  Sultauns  army  was  fuftaincd  by  a  body 
ftot  exceeding  two  thoufand  men,  and  the  Sultaun'i  army  was  finally 
defeated  and  tompleatly  dif^erfed,  before  General  Stuart  could  col* 
\t&.  the  whole  pif  his  divided  forcfc.  It  is  with  infinite  fatisfa6tioil 
that  I  inclofe,  for  information  of  your  Honourable  Court,  the  paper 
marked  (No.  i,)  containing  General  Stuart's  account  of  this  briU 
liant  and  important  aftibn,  which  took  place  at  Seedafere  on  the  6tK 
March. 

9th.  After  this  fignal  defeat,  Tippod  retreated  precipitately  to 
his  camp  at  Periapatam,  and  renlained  there  until  the  iiih  of 
March,  without  making  any  further  attempt  to  moleft  the  army  of 
Bombay  ;  the  lofs  fuftained  by  Tippoo 's  army  on  the  6th  of  March, 
appears  to  have  amounted  to  near  2,000  killed,  wounded,  and  pri- 
foners  (which  included  feveral  officers  of  rank,  and  fome  of  confix 
derable  diftinftion)  that  fuftained  on  the  7th,  by  the  army  of  Bom<^ 
bay,  will  appear  in  Lieutenant  General  Stuart*s  letter. 

loth.  Adverting  to  the  great  difpropbrtion  of  numbers,  and  to 
other  circumlbnces  of  di  fad  vantage,  I  am  confident  that  your  Ho* 
nourable  Court  will  be  of  opinion,  that  the  conduA  and  fuccefs  of 
the  army  of  Bombay  on  that  day  has  feldom  been  equalled,  and  ne^ 
ver  furpaffed  in  India. 

nth.  Under  this  impreilion,  I  take  the  liberty  of  recommending 
to  your  favourable  notice,  the  feveral  officers  and  corps  named  by 
Lieutenant  General  Stuart  in  his  letter  of  the  8th  of  March,'  and  I 
am  anxious  to  requeftyour  particular  attention  to  the  diftinguiftied 
conduct  of  Lieutenant  General  Stuart,  and  Major  General  Hartley, 
a«  well  as  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Montrefor,  and  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Dun  lop.  Major  General  Hartley  had  already  received  a 
public  tcftimony  of  my  particular  approbation  of  his  extraordinary 
merit,  in  colle<Eling  ftores  and  provifions  in  thediftriift  of  Coorga, 
previoufly  to  the  arrival  of  General  Stuart  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar. 

J  ith.  Tippoo  returned  from  Periapatam  to  Seringapatam,  and 
arriving  at  the  latter  place  on  the  14th  of  March,  mOved  from 
thence  immediately  to  meet  Lieutcaant  General  Harris  and  the 
ax'ray  of  Madras 

13th.  Lieutenant  Genera]  Harris  had  advanced  on  the  26:h  of 
March  to  a  pofition  between  Sultanpet  and  Matavelly,  having  met 
with  no  confiderable  impediment  from  the  enemy.  The  enemy 
made  their  appearance  in  force  on  that  day,  but  without  attempting 
to  difturb  our  army.  On  the  27th  of  March,  when  the  army 
reached  its  ground  at  Malavelly,  Tippoo  opened  a  diftant  cannonade 
upon  it,  which  though  at  firft  diiiegarded  by  Lieutenant  General 
Harris,  ultimately  led  to  a  general  engagement,  in  which  the  enemy 
was  completely  defeated,  and  driven  from  every  poft  which  he  at- 
tempted to  maintain.     Our  lois  on  this  occafion  was  very  incon« 
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fidenble;  on\y{tvtn  rank  and  file  being  killed,  and  a  few^  meii 
(including  four  officers)  wounded,  while  that  of  the  enemy  is  fup* 
pofed  to  have  amounted  to  near  feven  hundred. 

Z4th.  J  refer  your  Honourable  Court  to  Lieutenant  General 
Harris's  letter  of  the  27th  of  March,  which  forms  a  part  of  the 
inclofure.  No.  2,  for  a  mbre  particular  account  of  this  important 
vidory,  requefling  alfo  your  attention  to  the  merits  of  the  feveral 
officers  and  corps  diftinguifhed  by  the  notice  of  Lieutenant  Genei'd 
Harris. 

15th.  General  Harris  marched  on  the  aoth  a  few  miles  to  the 
fouthward  of  Malavelly,  without  the  lead  interruption  from  the 
enemy ;  from  whence  it  may  be  inferred  that  Tippoo  Sultaun  was 
confiderabJy  difpirited  by  the  defeat  which  he  haa  fuftained  on  the 
preceding  day,  added  to  the  previous  fuccefe  obtained  over  hkn  by 
the  army  of  Bombay. 

1 6th.  On  the  29th  of  March  General  Harris  happily  accom- 
plifhed  a  movement  which  muft  have  greatly  afloniflied  and  dif- 
concerted  the  enemy :  inftead  of  proceeding  in  the  diredion  of 
Arakerry  and  Karagar,  Lieutenant  General  Harris fuddenly  turned 
towards  the  river  Caverry,  where,  finding  a  ford  at  fome  diflance 
above  the  junction  of  the  Caveri  and  Copany,  he  immediately 
crofled  the  Caveri  with  a  part  of  his  armv,  and  occupied  ilrong  po^ 
(it ions  on  both  banks  of  that  river,  at  the  diftance  of  about  fifteen 
miles  from  Serin^apatam.  This  movement  was  alfo  made  with- 
out the  lead  oppofition  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  who  indeed  doe» 
not  feem  to  have  entertained  the  moft  diftant  fufpicion  of  the  Bri- 
tiili  General's  defign. 

1 7  th.  Lord  Cornwall  is,  at  a  more  advanced  period  of  the  year, 
having  in  vain  fought  for  a  praAicable  ford  to  the  fouthward  of 
Seringapatnm,  Tippoo  probably  concluded  that  Lieutenant  General 
Harris  would  have  purfued  his  Lordfhip's  route  to  the  ford  of 
Caniarnbaddy,  norttiward  of  Seringapatam,  for  the  purpofe  of  ef« 
fe^ing  a  jun«5lion  from  thence  with  the  army  of  Bombay.  It  is 
difficult  to  account  otherwife  for  "Sippoo's  inaction,  while  General 
Harris  executed  this  arduous  and  important  movement. 

J  8th.  The  advantages  of  the  pofition  thus  acquired  by  General 
Harris  milil  prove  confiderable.  In  addition  to  the  immediate  ac* 
quifition  of  cattle  and  forage,  it  mud  facilitate  the  jun6lien  with 
the  army  of  Bombay ;  it  mufl  £ffi[>rd  additional  fecurity  to  the 
tbundant  magazines  which  have  been  fdrmed  in  the  Coorga  coun* 
try,  and  favour  the  fafe  approach  of  our  convoys  from  the  fouthern 
diidriAs,  and  from  the  Barrahmah],  bv  the  pafs  of  Covenporam  ; 
and  it  promifes  to  open  to  our  army  that  range  of  forage  filuated 
to  the  fouthward  of  Seringapatam,  which  Tippoo  feems  to  have  re- 
iervcd  for  the  confumption  of  his  own  army. 

19th.  Lieutenant  General  Harris,  with  his  whole  army,  having 
croifed  the  Ca\'eri  on  the  30th  of  March,  halted  near  the  village  of 
Sovetiy  on  tlie  31ft.  On  .the  ifi;  of  April  he  moved  toward  Serid- 
gapatam,  and  oa  the  5th  encamped  two  miles  S.  W.  <jf  that  citjr 

harii^ 
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having  experienced  no  oppofitioa  from  the  enethnrfince  the  sytb  of 
March.  On  the  morning  of  the  6th  of  April,  after  an  engagement  io 
which  the  enemy  appears  to  have  mode  considerable  refiftance,  Lieiv* 
tenant  Geoei*aJ  Harris  took  pofleiEon  of  Suttanpotta»  and  an  adjacent 
tope  or  grove/ and  about  the  fame  tioie  Major  General  FIoyd»  with 
a  (Irong  detachment,  was  fent  to  effe^  a  junction  with  the  army  of 
Bombay.  On  the  morning  of  the  6th  April,  Lieutenant  General 
Stuart  received  at  Seedapore  a  note  from  Lieutenant  General  Harris, 
annooneing  the  arrival  of  the  latter  at  Seriugapatam,  and  alfo  (igni- 
fying  that  Major  General  Floyd  was  to  be  detached  from  the  army 
of  Madras  on  the  6th  April,  for  the  purpofe  already  Oated.  In 
confequence  of  this  intelligence,  Lieutenant  General  Stuart  had  de- 
termined to  march  from  Sedapore  to  Sedafere  on  the  7th  April ; 
and  it  is  probable  that  the  juu^lion  of  the  army  of  Bombay  with 
the  detachment  under  the  command  of  Major  General  Fioyd,  was 
cfFtdled  on  the  8th,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Periapatam.  Tne 
lad  accounts  received  by  me  from  General  Harris  are  dated  on  the 
7th  inftant,  when  he  dates  that  he  had  taken  up  his  poficion  for  the 
fiegc  of  Seringapatam. 

20th.  Tippoo  Suhaun  on  the  7th  April  had  not  returned  any 
anfwer  to  my  letter  of  the  izi  of  February,  nor  had  he  manitcfted 
any  difpofition  to  propofe  a  negotiation.  Lieutenant  General 
Harris  is  inllruAed  to  propofe  preliminary  articles  of  peace  to  the 
6ultaun,  before  the  Britifli  batteries  iball  be  opened  againfl  Serin- 
gapafam. 

2ift.  While  General  Harris  was  advancing  towards  Seringapa- 
tam,  Lieut.  Co).  Read  was  employed  in  reducing  the  country  to  the 
northward  of  Ryacottah.  His  operations  were  intended  to  have 
embraced  a  v.>ide  range,  and  he  had  made  confiderabje  progrefs  in 
them,  when  the  more  urgent  fervicc  of  convoying  to  the  troops  tl\c 
large  fupplies  which  were  CO ileAed  in  theHarrahmanl  made  it  necefTary 
for  him  to  change  the  direftion  of  his  march.  He  is  now  drawing 
together  in  the  vicmity  of  Covcryporam,  the  numerous  Bunjarrahs 
and  other  fupplies  intended  for  the  army  encamped  before  Seringa- 
patam,  which  place  it  is  hoped  he  may  be  able  to  reach  early  in 
Mav. 

*2.2d.  To  the  fouthward  of  the  Carnatic  and  Mvfore,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Brown,  at  the  head  of  a  refpc^Mblc  detachment,  began  his 
operation  by  the  redui^ion  of  Caroor,  which  furrendered  to  him 
vv^ithout  any  ferious  rcfiftance  on  the  5tn  April.  On  the  8th  be 
fent  a  detai^h.TieTu  againlt  Errodc,  and  marched  himfelf  on  theoth 
to  reduce  Aravacourchy.  He  would,  however,  be  obliged  to  mf- 
pcnd  his  intended  operations  in  the  diftriftof  Coimbutor,  and  to 
unite  his  detachment  to  that  of  Colonel  Read,  with  a  view  of  forqa- 
iiig  a  force  fufficicntly  ftrong  to  give  due  prote^ion  to  the  large 
and  important  fupplies  proceeding  to  Seringapatam. 

23d,  Aravacourchy,  which  had  been  confiderably  (liengthened 
finrc  la(l  war,  furrendered  tp  Lieutenant  Colonel  Brown  on  the 
ptb  inflaut. 

h  z  24th.  I 
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34tb.  I  have  annexed  to  this  difpittch,  for  the  tnformatioii  of 
your  Honourable  Court,  copies  of  the  fevcral  letters  and  notes  re<p 
ifcived  by  me  from  Lieutenant  General  Harris,  from  the  6tb  of 
March  to  the  7th  April  includve,  and  alfo  copies  of  the  difpatchef 
which  I  have  received  from  Lieutenant  General  Stnart*  on  the  8tl| 
March  and  the  6th  of  April. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Honourable  Sirs, 
With  the  greatift  rcfpedl, 

Your  moil  obedient  and  faithful  fervant^ 
Fort  St.  George,  Mokkingioit. 

20th  April  1799. 

32d  April  99. 
P.  S.     After  clofing  my  letter  I  had  the  fatisfa£lion  to  receive 
the  difpatches  from  Generals  Harris  and  Stuart,  of  which  copies 
are  inclofed,  making  Nos.  4  and  5, 

I  congratulate  your  Honourable  Coiirt  op  the  fuccefsful  junc- 
tion of  the  detachment  under  General  Floyd  with  the  army  of 
Bombay.  The  final  jun6^ion  of  the  whole  with  the  army  beforp 
Beringapatam,  was  expcAed  to  take  place  about  the  13th  inftant. 
It  may  be  fafely  affirmed,  not  to  be  in  the  power  of  Tippoo  even 
inaterially  to  retard  this  junfVion,  which,  when  pffeAcd,  muft  ex- 
cite a  ftrious  alarm  in  the  mind  of  the  Sultaun  for  the  fafety  of  his 
capital,  if  not  of  his  perfon. 

Your  Honourable  Court  will  perceive  that  Lieutenant  General 
Harris,  in  his  progrefs  to  Seringa  pa  tan),  encquntered  the  fame  dif'* 
ficu^ties  which  were  experienced  by  Lord  (Jornwallis,  ftom  the 
failure  of  the  cattle  provided  for  the  feryice  of  the  army,  which 
although  amply  fufticient  in  point  of  number  at  the  commence- 
ifnent  of  the  expedition,  appears  to  have  rapidly  decreafed  on 
the  entrance  of  the  army  into  Myfore.  The  climate  and  water  of 
that  country  arc  reprefentcd  to  be  extremely  unfavoura'ble  to  the 
cattle  of  the  Carnatic.  The  delay  which  arofe  from  this  unavoid- 
sable  contingency  feems  to  have  been  conCderabIc  ;  but  your  Ho- 
kiourable  Court  wiH  no  doubt  view  with  fatisf;  £iion  the  fpirltand 
firmncfs  with  which  this  difikulty  was  met  by  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  and  the  zealous  exertion  of  the  \yhole  army,  by  which  he 
was  enabled  to  proceed  on  his  march. 

When  I  rlofed  my  letter,  I  had  not  received  any  detailed  rela- 
tion of  the  action  of  the  zytU  of  March,  or  any  official  return  of 
bur  lofs  on  that  occafion.  1  he  difparch  fmce  received  from  Genc- 
'  ral  Harris  fupplics  the  defert,  and  at  the  fame  time  (liows  that  the 
lofs  fuftained  by  the  enemy  in  the  battle  of  Malaveily,  was  far  piorq 
confiderablc  than  I  had  fuppofed.  The  accounts  received  hy  Ge- 
iicral  Harris  on  the  fubjefl  of  the  enemy's  lof?*,  as  (rated  in  his  letter 
to  me  of  the  5th  inftant,  are  confirmed  by  the  reports  of  fomc  Kir- 
carrahs  belonging  to  General  Stuart,  who  were  iii  Tippoo'*  canop 
ifubfcqaeatly  to  the  engagement, 
1  h;ivc 
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I  have  added,  for  the  further  inforrnation  of  your  Honourabit 
.Court,  a  (ketch  of  the  poiitxon  of  the  army  before  Seringapatam  on 
tht  5th  April  (No.  6.)  a  [ketch  of  the  attack  made  by  TippooSul- 
taun  on  part  of  the  army  under  Lieutenant  General  Stuart  on  the 
6th  March  (No.  7.)  and  the  order  of  battle  of  the  army  under 
Xiieuteuant  Genera)  Harris  on  its  entrance  into  Myfore  (No.  8.) 

M. 

/  No.  If.    ' 

JCopy  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  General  Stuart  to  the  Governor 
General  in  Council ;  dated  8th  March,  1 799. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Mornington,  K.  P.  Gover- 
nor General,  &c.  &c.  Fort  St.  George. 

Mv  Lord, 
J  had  the  honour  to  ^ddrefs  your  Lordfhip  on  the  20th  ultimo; 
and  having  marched  from  Cananore  on  the  following  day,  agree- 
ably to  my  intimation  of  that  date,  I  arrived  at  the  top  of  Poodia- 
cherrum  Ghaut  on  the  25  th  of  the  fame  month. 

2.  I  informed  your  Lord(hip  it  was  my  intention  to  afllime  a 
defeniive  pofition  clofe  to  the  frontiers  ;  and  there  await»  in  con- 
iformity  to  General  Harrises  inilruftions  under  date  the  24th  De- 
cember, his  further  orders. 

In  piirfuance  of  this  plan  I  moved  the  corps  fucceffively  forward, 
and  placed  them  in  fuch  fituations  as  might  enable  me  the  mofi 
promptly  to  form  the  propoled  jun<5lion  with  the  principal  army. 

3.  On  the  2d  inflant  the  right  brigade,  confifling  of  tnree  native 
battalions,  under  the  command  .of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Montrefor, 
took  up  their  ground  at  Secdaieer,  the  boundary  of  the  Coorga 
country,  and  about  feven  miles  diftant  from  Periapatam. 

7'he  main  body  of  the  army,  with  the  park  ana  proviflons,  re- 
niained  at  Seedapore  and  Ahmootentiar  ;  the  iirfl  eight  miles,  and 
the  latter  twelve,  from  the  advanced  pofition. 

4.  It  may  be  necelfary  to  intorm  your  Lordfliip,  that  I  was  in 
fomc  meafure  compelled,  from  the  pature  of  the  country,  which  is 
every  where  covered  with  thick  jungles,  to  place  the  army  in  fevc- 
l*al  divffions  ;  but  I  had  a  further  vipw  in  occupying  the  pofl  at 
Seedafcer,  in  order  to  prefcrve  a  more  ready  communication  with 
pcneral  Harris,  as  thij>  was  the  only  fpot  from  whence  the  fignals 
eftablifhed  between  the  two  armies  could  be  obfervcd.  Although 
I  had  no  reafon  to  apprehend  any  immediate  attack,  I  thought  it 
advifable  to  adopt  the  precaution  of  encamping  the  corps  at  fuch 
ihort  diftances,  as  would  either  enable  me  to  move,  without  much 
jofs  of  time,  into  the  enemy's  territory,  or  to  fupport,  if  occafion 
ihould  require  it,  any  quarter  that  might  (land  in  need  of  af- 
fidance. 

5.  In  the  courfe  of  the  morning  of  the  5th,  an  extenfive  en- 
pampmcnt  was  unexpectedly  obferved  to  be  forming  on  this  fide  of 
the  tort  of  Periapatam.    This  circumflance  was  dilcovered  at  ten 
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o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  as  the  enemy  were  taking  up  their  ground, 
by  a  party  of  obfervation,  on  the  fummit  of  the  high  hill  of  Seeda- 
fccr,  which  commands  a  view  of  the  Myfore  almolt  to  the  environs 
of  Seringa patam.  Before  the  evening  this  encampment  affumed  a 
very  formidable  appearance,  and  covered  a  great  extent  of  ground  ; 
we  were  able  to  count  from  3  to  400  tents ;  amongft  the  number 
fome  of  large  dimenlions  were  diflinguifhed,  and  particularly  one 
of  a  green  colour,  that  feemed  to  denote  the  prefence  of  the  Suftaun. 
However  much  the  probability  of  this  circumflance  might  be 
ftrcngthened  by  the  relpeiSlable  appearance  of  the  encampment,  it 
was  contradi^ed  by  the  evidence  of  two  hircarrahs,  who  had  re- 
cently arrived  from  Seriugapatam.  Thefe  men  generally  reported, 
that  Tippoo  bad  marched,  with  all  his  forces,  on  the  20th  ultimo, 
to  oppofe  the  progrefs  of  the  Madras  army  ;  and  that  the  l^enky 
Nabob  commanded  the  only  force  In  the  field  that  remained  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Seringapatam.  This  force  was  reprefented  to 
be  encamped  at  Canniambaddy,  and  to  confift  of  5,oco  piadas,  or 
irregular  infantry,  who  were  faid  to  be  intended  as  9  covering  party 
to  7,000  benjanies,  and  dire^ed  to  bring  as  much  provilions  as 
they  could  colled  about  Periapatam  to  the  capital. 

6.  In  this  ftate  of  unrei  tainty  I  thought  it  prudent  to  reinforce 
I^ieutenant  Colonel  Montrefor's  brigade  with  an  additional  batta- 
lion of  fepoys,  and  waited  for  more  correal  intelligence,  which  1 
expected  hourly,  to  a^  with  the  whole  of  my  forces,  as  affairs 
might  render  it  neceflary.  On  the  morning  of  the  6th,  Major  Ge- 
neral Hartley  went  forward  to  reconnoitre  ;  and  at  break  of  day, 
from  the  hill  of  obfervation,  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  army  was 
difcovered  to  be  in  motion  ;  but  their  movements  were  fo  well 
concealed  by  the  woodinels  of  the  country,  and  the  hazinef:)  of  the 
atmofphere,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  afccrtain  their  obje^  ;  nor, 
in  fadV,  was  this  difcovered  until  they  had  penetrated  a  confiderable 
way  into  the  jungle,  and  commenced  an  attack  upon  our  line« 
which  happened  between  the  hours  of  nine  and  ten. 

7.  The  enemy  pierced  through  the  jungles  with  fuch  Iccrecy  and 
expedition,  that  they  attacked  the  rear  and  the  front  of  our  line  2W 
moll  at  the  fame  inftant.  This  difpatch  prevented  more  than  three 
of  our  corps  being  engaged,  as  the  fourth,  which  was  pofted  two 
miles  and  a  half  in  the  rear,  was  unable  to  form  a  jun<^ion,  from 
the  eneiry  h:;ving  cut  in  between  them  and  Seidafeer.  The  conir 
munication  was  efFe^ually  obftrudled  by  a  colunm,  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  reports  of  our  prifoners,  confifled  of  upwards  of  5,000 
men  under  the  command  of  Baber  Jung. 

8.  Forfurately,  befoie  the  enemy  had  accompUfhed  their  pur- 
pofe,  Major  General  Hartley  had  time  to  apprize  me  of  their  at- 
tack, ard  remained  himfelf  to  give  any  affiftance  that  might  be  nc- 
ceflaiy.  The  beft  poHiion  was  affumed  for  repulfing  the  enemy  ; 
and  in  this  alarming  (ituation  the  corps  defended  themfelves  with 
fo  much  rtfolution,  that  the  Sulr:*"jn*s  troops  were  unable  to  malic 
any  imprcflion.    The  brigade  was  on  every  fide  completely  fu'r- 
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nninded,  and  had  to  contend  agaihft  a  vaft  Afyvxty  of  numberi, 
belides  other  difcouraging  ctrcnmftances. 

9;  As  foon  as  I  received  intelli^nce  of  the  perilous  iituation  of 
the  I  ight  brigade,  1  man  hed  to  their  affiilance,  with  the  two  flank 
companies  of  his  Majeflv's  75th  regiment,  and  the  whole  of  the 
77th.  I  arrived  about  half  paft  two  in  fight  of  the  di vifion  of  the 
enemy,  who  had  penetrated  mto  the  rear,  and  poflefled  themfetvea 
of  the  gi'cat  rood  leading  to  Seedafere.  The  engagement  lafted 
nearly  half  an  hour,  when,  after  a  fmart  fire  of  mufqnetry  on 
both  fides,  the  enemy  were  completely  routed,  and  fled  with  preci- 
pitation through  the  jungles,  to  regain  their  column,  which  Hill 
continued  the  attack  in  front.  On  arriving  at  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Montrefor's  poft,  I  found  his  men  exhaulled  with  fatigue,  and 
their  ammunition  almofl  expended.  At  20  minutes  pafl  three  the 
enemy  retreated  in  all  directions. 

10!  For  this  decifive,  and,  I  hope  your  Lordflliip  will  allow, 
britltant  (uccefs,  confidering  the  fmall  number  of  troops  who  en«^ 
gaged,  under  very  great  difadvantages,  probably  the  flower  of  Tip- 
poo  Siiltaun's  arrov,  I  feel  myfetf  peculiarly  indebted  to  the  judi- 
cious difpofitions  for  defence  made  by  General*Hartley.  He  em- 
braced the  opportunity  of  obferving  the  motions  of  the  enemy  from 
the  hilt  I  have  above-mentioned,  and  was  thus  enabled  to  advife 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Montrefor  of  the  beft  method  for  defeating 
them.  [  beg  leave  alfo  to  inform  your  Lordfhip,  that  my  beft 
thanks  are  due  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Montrefor,  for  his  very  ac- 
tive exertions  ;  and  to  the  officers  and  men  including  the  artillery 
of  hit  brigade,  for  their  gallant  and  ileady  behaviour  throughout 
the  whole  of  this  arduous  affair.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Dunlop,  and 
the  European  divifion  under  his  command,  are  I  ike  wife  entitled  to 
my  particular  approbation,  for  their  fpirited  condu&,  which  finally 
routed  the  enemy. 

lu  Our  lofs  on  this  occafion  isfar^leG  than  couM  reafonably 
have  been  expedcd ;  and  I  have  the  honour  to  inclofe,  for  your 
Lord(hip*s  information,  a  return  of  thiscircumftance. 

12.  It  was  impollible  to  afcertain  the  exaft  lofs  fuftained  by  the 
enemy,  but  it^muft  have  been  heavy,  as  in  the  courfe  of  fo  long  an 
action  they  were  often  cxpofed  in  crouds  to  the  fire  of  grape  Ihot, 
and  vollies  of  mufauetry. 

Several  men  of  diftinftion  were  killed,  and  fome  wounded  officera 
have  been  made  prifoners.  I  have  the  honour  to  inclofe  the  infor- 
mation of  Mozan  Khan  Bhufkfhy,  and  the  coniroander  of  a  kut- 
cherry,  the  prifoner  of  the  greateft  rank  who  has  fallen  wounded 
into  our  hands ;  but  concurring  reports  ftate^  that  Meer  Ghcfar  is 
amongd  the  (lain. 

13.  As  the  arrival  of  General  Harris  at  Seringapatam  will  hot 
happen  at  fo  early  a  period  as  he  firfl  intended,  the  immediate  pof- 
femon  of  the  poll  of  Seedafere  was  no  longer  an  objed  of  fuch  con- 
fcquence,  and  to  retain  it  while  Tippoo  continued  in  force  at  Peri* 
apataoi  became  an  affair  of  fcriom  difficulty.    The  fecrecy  and  ex- 
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pedttfon  with  which  he  had  planned  his  late  enterprize*  and  the 
corred  intelligence  that  the  leaders  of  his  colnmns  appeared  to  have 
ijbtaioed  of  the  private  fouts  through  the  Coorga  jungles,  Jed  to  an 
opinion  that  he  would  not  remain  fatisfied  with  this  abortive  at« 
tempt,  but  might  endeavour  to  penetrate  by  another  diredion  to 
«  tke  fouthward,  ftill  more  open  than  the  paiTage  of  Seedafere,  where 
be  would  only  be  oppofcd  by  Coorgs.  This  confideration  derived  a 
greater  weight,  as  it  he  fucceeded  in  forcing  this  entrance,  it  would 
throw  him  into  our  rear,  and  put  him  in  ail  probability,  in poiTer* 
fion  of  the  great  depot  of  rice  coUe^led  by  the  Coorga  Kajab* 
Thefe  motives  have  induced  me  to  reiinquilh  the  pod  of  Seedafere^ 
and  to  collect  the  whole  of  my  force  at  this  place.     I  have  accord* 
ing  made  a  difpodtion,  either  to  defend  my  pofition  again  (I  the 
Sultaun,  if  he  (hould  again  ventgre  to  attack  it,  or  to  move  in  de- 
fence of  any  part  of  the  Coorga  Rajah's  territories  that  the  enemy 
may  threaten,  provided  it  (hall  endanger  our  mngazine  of  provi- 
£ons ;  otherwife  I  ihall  remain  on  the  defeudve,  until  I  receive 
advice  from  General  Harris. 

.  14.  Since  the  action  of  the  6th,  the  enemy  have  continued  in 
their  camp  at  PerHl|}atam,  nor  have  I  any  intelligence  either  of 
the  Sultaun's  dedgns,  or  of  the  motives  that  inducea  him  to  under* 
take  his  prefent  enterprize.  It  is  not  likely  that  he  will  remain 
longer  in  this  neighbourhood  than  after  he  receives  intelligence  of 
General  Harris  having  entered  the  Myfore.  As  my  communica* 
tion  with  General  Harris  is  become  infecure,  1  muil  take  the  li- 
berty of  requeuing  your  Lordfliip  to  inform  him  of  fuch  part  of 
tfae&  particulars  as  may  appear  to  you  neceifary. 

I  have  the  honour  to  fubfcrtbe  myfeif  mofl  refpe^tfuUy^ 

My  Lord, 
Your  Lordfhip's  mofl.  obedient  humble  fervant. 
Head  Quarters,  (Signed)       J.  Stuait* 

Seedapore,  8th  March,  1799. 

P.  S.  By  fome  prifoners  who  have  been  jufl  now  brought  in 
by  the  Coorga  Rajah's  people,  I  am  informed  that  the  lofa  of  the 
enemy  was  very  great,  and  that  many  men  of  the  firft  dillindion 
fell.  They  mention  ScyeJ  or  Meer  Ghofar  and, the  Renky  Nabob, 
who  led  the  center  attack,  among  the  killed.  It  is  added,  how- 
ever* that  the  Sultaun  is  collecting  more  forcesi  and  Is  determined 
to  make  a  fecond  attack. 

(Signed)  J.  Stuart. 
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(No.  2.)— — -Infonaation  of  Mozem  IChan  Bukhflsjr. 

The  wounded  prifoner  fts^tes,  that  his  name  is  Mozem  Kbas, 
and  that  he  is^uKhlhy  of  the  Mudgid  or  5th  Cutcherry,  confifiing 
of  about  2,006  men. 

That  on, the  day  of  the  a^ion,  the  column  with  which  he  attacked 
.was  compeared  of  three  cutcherries»  the  Futtah  adan  Khan  Bukihy, 
the  Suddopr,  Ghoolam  Aly  Suddoor  BukHiy,  and  Mudjid.  That 
Keer  Keerdn  Meer  Haflen  led  the  firft  divi(h>n,  and  that  Baber 
Jung  commanded  the  whole  column,  which  might  amount  to  about 
5,500  men  ;  that  the  Mudjid  cutcherry,  of  which  he  is  Bukhihv» 
occupied  the  center,  and  emerged  into  the  road  where  our  two  fix 
pounders  ^ere  left,  and  attributes  the  failure  of  the  enterprize  to 
the  prematurenefs  of  the  attack  in  front*  That  Khana  Jahan  and 
Ruzza  SaheJ,  the  fame  who  commanded  at  Ghazinoor,  led  the  at- 
tack in  front  with  3  or  4,000  men. 

That  he  left  Pultun  with  Tippoo^  army  three  days  before'that 
of  tbe  attack;  he  variesjHrith  regard  to  the  force  now  with  Tippoo, 
from  forty  to  twenty  <JP[ho^n«,  and  twenty  to  Mventy-five  thoufand 
men,  and  two  cutcherries  of  borfe  of  about  feyen  \>r  eight  hundred 
Mch. 

That  there  are  nine  guns  attached  to  each  cutcherry  of  foot»  and 
tliat  they  are  now  at  Periaputtan. 

That  Keer  Saheb  commanded'  the  column  wh\ch  took  the  center 
ef  the  plain,  attended  by  the  Bipky  Navab. 

That  Keer  Kummer  Ul'Deen  is  at  prefent  with  the  army,  aa 
wrfl  as  Tippoo's  three  .fons. 

That  Seyed  or.  Keer  O^Nofiin,  by  which  he  was  tndilcrimi« 
nately  called,  rode  on  the  day  of  the  adion  a  dark  coloured  horfir, 
approaching  tt)  black,  and  wore  a  green  turban. 

Tha^Seind  Saheb  commands  the  troops  to  the  eafiward  of  Pul* 
tan,  and  that  Lnlly's  corps  is  (lationed  a  few  cofle  on  this  fide  of, 
Bangalore,  but  that  thera  are  no  Europeans  prefent  with  the 
Sultaun. 

(Signed)  A.  Walkmi,     . 

Military  Secretary. 

No.  la. 
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Copy  of  a  letter  from  Lord  Clive  to  the  Secret  Committee;  dated 

Fort  St.  George,  17th  April  1799. 

Fort  St.  George*  i;th  April  1799. 
.Gentlemen,  . 
Underflanding  that  the  Governor  General  tranfmita  to  the 
Court  of  Difedfcocs  by  the  prefent  difpatch  a  full  and  detauled  ac«> 
count  of  the  war  in  which  we  are  engaged  with  Tippoo  Sultaun, 
-and  of  the  circumftances  and  mqtitres  which  have  determined  his 
Lordfhip  in  the  choice  of  the  meafures  which  he  has  purfued  relk<- 
tive  thereto,  I  fliould  remain  lati^ed  with  what  la  written  in  the 

Ictte 
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letter  of  diis  Government,  of  this  day's  date,  to  the  Secret  Com^ 
mittee,  did  it  not  occur  to  my  mind,  that  it  may  be  jbtisfadory  to 
you  to  know  more  explicitly  upon  the  a£lual  (late  of  our  aifairs  re* 
fpeAing  the  war ;  and  that  I  mould  not  do  juflire'  to  the  Governor 
Ueneral,  if  I  did  not  exprefs  my  fenfe  of  the  condudi  which  has 
put  us  in  a  (ituation  of  fuch  fair  and  well  groanded  expectations 
as, that  in  which  we  are  now  placed.  Upon  my  arrival  here,  the 
end  of  Auguf^  laft,  I  entertained  the  moil  ferious  apprehenfion  (^ 
the  Sultann's  invading  the  Carnatic ;  wiiich  had  he  done,  very  dif- 
ficult would  it  have  been  to  have  afl^mbled  tlie  whole  of  our  army, 
and  vai(i  would  have  been  the  hope  of  collecting  a  fuificien^y  of 
fupplies  and  cattle  to  enable  us  to  undertake  the  uege  of.Seringapa* 
tam  this  feafon,  and  ^nidi  the  war  in  one  campaign.  Bm  the  for* 
tune  of  the  Company  prevented,  and  poffibly  the  complete  fucoefe 
of  the  meafure  of  annihilating  the  French  party,  and  encreafing  the 
fubitdiary  force  at.  Hydrabad,  planned  witn  fo  much  wifdom  by 
the  governor  General,  and  executed  with  {o  much  ability  by  Co* 
lonel  Roberts,  under  the  direClion  of  the  Refident,  Captain  Kirk- 
patriek,  confounded  the  Sultaun,  and  deterred  him  from  bringing 
upon  the  Carnatic  fo  fevere  a  calamity. 

From  the  time  I  was  acquainted  with  the  views  and  intention^ 
of  the  Governor  General,  it  became  the  objed  .of  my  ronllant  foli- 
citude,  in  conjunction  with  the  other  members  of  this  Government,  ' 
to  promote  his  meafiires  by  the  moil  zealous  and  cordial  co-opera- 
tion ;  and  we  had  the  gratification  upon  his  Lordfhip's  arrival  nere, 
the  end  of  laft  year,  to  receive  his  full  and  entire  approbation  of 
the' exertions  that  had  been  made,  and  of  the  advanced  (late  in 
which  he  found  our  preparations  for  war.  Sinpe  that  period,  the 
fame  wifdom  and  energy  which  had  characterized  the  Governor 
General's  Co  unci  Is,  has  guided  our  exertions,  and  we  have  had  the 
fatisfaClion  to  know,  that  the  moft  formidable  and  heft  equipped 
Britifh  army  that  ever  took  the  field  in  India.  combiAed  wttn  a 
refpeCtable  force  from  the  Nizam,  entered  Myfore  the  5th  of  lait 
montiu  Bombay  has  not  been  lefs  forward  in  its  exertions.  And 
the  two- victories,  obtained  by  General  Stuart  on  the  6th  March, 
and  bv  General  Harris  on  thea7th,  are  prefages  of  future  fuccefs, 
and  ferve  to  evince  how"  little  Tippoo  is  able,  without  French  aid, 
to  contend  againfi  the  force  which  is  availing  him.  The  effectual 
-aiTiitance  of  the  Nizam,  the  Qlofe  connection  fubfifting  between 
that  Prince  and  the  Company,  and  the  powerful  ftate  of  our  ar- 
miesj  encourage  us  to  expeCt  a  fpeedy  and  glorious  termination  to 
the  conteft.  The  irreconcileabie  hatred  of  the  Sultaun,  and  the 
uorerfaio  itate  of  the  French  in  Egypt,  of  whom  we  have  no  ac- 
counts to  be  depended  upon  fince  Augufl  laft,  when  Buonaparte 
was  ftill  at  the  head  of  17  or  18,600  men,  authorize  and  point  out 
the  necefiity  of  continuing  the  war  till  we  can  obtaiA  complete  fe« 
.  curity,  and  eftabliih  ^e  foundations  of  a  dumble  and  undiiturljled 

^  ia  The 
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The  expences  of  preparation  have,  from  their  extent,  been  iia^ 
ayokiably  great :  biit  as  wtliavc  rcafon  to  expe&  that,  if  the  war 
'  is  not  entirelv  fin  idled  in  one  campaign^  the  weight  of  k  will*  t 
trufi,  Upoh  the  whole,  prove  an  economical  one ;  and  that  the  ac« 
quifitions  we  may  gain;  and  the  fecurity  we  (hail  derive  from  them,' 
will  amply  repay  the  expences  we  fliall*have  incurred.  -        . 

'Concurring  as  I  do  in  the  views  of  the  GovcVnor  Gcoeral, 
be^dhg  teflimony  to  the  ivifdom  and  decifion  of  his  councils^  and 
fenfibie  of  the  advantages  which  mult  ever  refule  from  the  perfoi) 
I  who  has  the  controul  of  the  CompanyV  Affairs,  and  the  hneansoE^ 
drawing. forth  the  refourcesof  the  three  Prefidenciea  being  as  neaif. 
the  fcene  of  a^iibn'as  pofSble  in  a  conteft  like  the  prefent,'  I  defire 
to  afTure  you  of  my  continuing  to  give  my  iitmod  fupport  and 
mod  cordial  coroperation  to  meafures  which  bid  fair  to  ref]e£b  fd 
m.uch  honour  upon  Lord  Mornington*s  adminillration,  and  to  (e-> 
cure  the  moll  iblid  advantages  to  me  Company  and  the  Britifh  Em- 
pire. In  thefe  fentiments  1  am  moft  heartily  joined  by  the  other 
members  of  this  Government. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
With  the  highefl  coniideration  and  refpe^. 

Gentlemen, 
Your  obliged  and  mod  faithful  fervant, 
^     '  (Signed)  Ctivs. 

No.  13. 

•  .  ** 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Right  Honourable  the  Governor  Gene-" 
'ral  in  Councif,  in  the  political  department,  to  the  Court  of  XS\^ 
rectors  ;  dated  i  rth  of  May  1799  i"^Reccivcd  per  Saiah  Chrif- 
tiaoa,  13th  Sept.  1799. 

To- the  Honourable  theCourt  of  Dire<flors  for  the  affairs  of  the 
Honoui*able  the  United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England 
trading  to  the  £ait  Indies.  ' 

•  • 

Honourable  Sirs, 
Par.  I.     It  is  with  the  utmoft  fatisfaftion  that  we  haye  the  ho-» 
fiour  to  forward  to  your  Honourable  Court  the  enclofedcopy  of  4 
difpatch  received  this  da)   from  Lieutenaiit  General  Harris,  an- 
nouncing the  important  events  of  the  fall  of  the  city  of  Seringapa- 
.  tan),  the  death  of  Tippoo  Sultaun,  and  the  capture  of  tvi^o  01  his 
jTons,  and  of  rxiany  of  nis  principal  officers,  on  the  4th  May. 
'    a.  Your  Honourable  Coutt  may.  be  aflurcd,  that'the  moft  affi- 
iluous  endeavours  of  the  Governor  General  in  Council  will  be  em- 
ploy ed  to  derive  from  thefe  events  the  ineftimable  advantages  which 
they  promife  to  the  general  profperity  of  your  afl^irs  in  India.         '_ 
•    3.  We  have  yet  not  received  the  details  of  the  a^ion  0/  the  4th 
of  May,  but  we  deemed  it  to  be  our  duty  to  tranfmit  to  you, 
Ivithoutthe  delay  of  a  moment,  the  intelligence  contained  in  this 
\"'    . '  >    •  ",  -  difpatcli; 


fdifpatcji-    We  (hall  take  an  early  opportunity  of  Forwarding,  bv  an. 
overland  and  fca  oonvevance,  luch  further  details  as  we  fliaU  re*, 
ecive  fi  om  Lieutenant  (jrcneral  Harris,  together  with  full  informa- 
tion of  the  proceedings  of  the  Governor  General  in  CounciUin 
confequenceof  the  glorious  luccefs  of  (he  Britilh  arms  in  Myfotie. 
We  haveihe  honour  to  be,  with  ttie'greatefl  refpeft. 

Honourable  Sin/ 

Your  faithful  humbe  fervant^ 

MbmingtoQi 
CIjvc, 
Fort  St.  George,  W'm.  Petrie, 

lith  May  1799.  J^  H.  Faljofield. 

popy  Kjf  a  tetter  from  tbe  Commander  in  Chief  to  the  Right  Ho- 
nourable the  Governor  General ;  dated  Scringapatami  chc  4tli- 
May  1799. 

My  Lord, 
I  have  the  pleaTure  to  inforip  you,  that  this  day  at  one  o^clod^  a 
divifion  of  the  army  under  my  command  aflaulted  Seringapatam  ; 
and  that  at  half  pall  two  o'clock  the  place  wis  entirely  in  our  poC-, 
felfion.  Tippoo  Sultaun  fell  in  the  affault*  Two  of  his  fofM,  the 
SuTtaun  Paudfhaw,  and  Moyen  ud  Dien,  are  prifoners,  with  manjr 
of  the  principal  Sirdars.  Our  Ipfs  is  trifliafz; :  our  fucceis  has  b^ea 
complete.    I  will  iend  to  your  Lordship  details  hereafter. 

(Siened)  Gcorgb  HARtxfc 

A  true  copy* 
Serineapatam,  J.  Webbe* 

Uic  4t6  May  1799.  .,  Secretary  to  GoverQment. 

No.  14, 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Right  Honourable  the  Governor  Geoeral 
*    in  C^oiincil,  in  the  political  department,  to  the  Court  of  Direc- 

t6rs ;  dated  the  i6th  May  1799  : — Received  per  Sarah  Chrifii-. 

ana,  13  Sept,  j  799. 

To  the  IJonourable  the  Court  of  Dire^ofs  for  affairs  of  the  Ho-^ 
'  nourabie  United  C6it\p«myof  Merchants  of  £ngtand|  trading  t6 
the  Eall  Indies. 

Honourable  Sirs,  • 

Par.  I.  On  the  i  rth  inftant,  we  had  the  honour  of  for wardinjjr 
to  your  Honourable  Court  the  copy  of  a  fbort  difpatch  from  Lieu- 
tenant General  Harris,  announcing  tl)e  event  of  the  fall  of  Seringa- 
patam, and  the  death  of  Tippoo  Siiltaun.  .  . 
'  2.  Having  fince  received  from  Lieutenant,  General  Harria  the 
details  reiafive  to  that  memorable  conqueft,  we  enclofe,  for  youf 
fhformatlon,  ^  copy  of  the  Commander  in  Chiefs  letter  to  thb 
Rieht  Honourable  the  Governor  General}  of  which  we  have 
'•«                                                                                    thoiight 


STATE    rAPCll. 


I  - 


thought  it  advifeable  to  omit  a  pa(Iag;e  containing  matter  on  wbich 
an  importanr political  arrangement  actually  depends,  and  we  have, 
there^re,  no  doubt  that  it  will  be  more  fatisfa<5tory  to  your  Ho- 
nour^bie  Court,  that  this  fubje^t  fhould,  for  thepnrfent,  become- 
imintcated  only  to  the  Secret  Committee. 

3.  H^rving  already  congratulated  your  Honourable  Court  updp 
file  important  event  of  the  capture  of  Seringapatam,  and  having  af- 
fitfed  you  of  the  mod  vigilant  attention  of  the  Governor  Gemral 
in  Council  to  improve  the  advantages  whieh  may  be  expedcd  to 
ari^  from  this  brilliant  and  decifive  fiiccefs,  it  is  our  principal  ob» 
je^  in  this  addrels,  to  draw  the  attention  of  your  Honourable 
0>urt  to  the  merits  of  that  gallant  army  which  atchieved  the  con* 
-qucfl  of  the  capital  of  Myfore. 

4*  We  have  no  doubt  that  your  Honourable  Court  witt  view 
vitb  admiration  the  confummate  judgment  with  which  the  aflaolt 
was  planned,  the  unequalled  rapidity,  animation,  and  flwill|  with 
which  tt  was  executed,  and  the  humanity  which  dillinguifiied  iti 
final  fqccefs. 

*  5.  The  luib'c  of  this  vlAory  can  be  equalled  only,  by  the  (ubftan* 
tia!  advantages  which  it  promifes  to  eflabfifh,  by  refioruig  the' 
peace  and  fafety  of  the  Britiih  poflellions  in  India  on  a  durable 
knmdation  of  genuine  fecurity  ;  and  your  Honourable  Court  will 
*  aifuredly  concur  in  the  fentrments  of  national  pride,  iatisfaflion^ 
»id  gratitude  with  which  we  fefled,  that,  ia  this  arduous  crifis^ 
the  Tpirjl  and  exertions  of  the  Indian  army  have  kept  pace  with 
tiiofe  of  our  cbuntrymepi  at  hotne,  and  that  io  India,  as  in  Europe^ 
Great  Britain  has  found  m  the  malevolent  de(igns  of  l^er  enemi^, 
as  increafing  fource  of  her  own  profperity,  fame,  and  power. 

'  6.  Under  the  warmeft  imprel^ons  of  its  difcipKne^  seat,  and  va« 
bur,  we  beg  leave  to  recommend  this  brave  and  gallant  irmj  to 
the  favour^le  notice  of  your  Honourable  Court*  and  to  the  ap* 
j^Iauie  and  gratitude  of  their  King  apd  country, 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greateft  cefpeA^ 
,  Honourable  Sir|^ 

Your  faithful  humble  fenrant% 
(Signed]  '    Mormngton, 

Clive, 
Fort  St.  GetH'gc,  Wm.  Petri<:, 

}6th  May  1 79^.  ^.  H.  Faliofield.  - 

(No.  I.): — -rCopy  of  a  letter  from  the  Commander  in  Chief  t^ 
'  the  Right  Honourable  the  Governor  General  i  dated  Seringapa^r 
tarn,  7th  May  1799%  ' 

My  Lord, 
On  the  4th  inilant  I  had  the  honour  to  addrefs  to  }^our  Lordfhip 
^hafty  note,  cont4iuing  in  few  words  the  fum  of  our  fuccefi^  which 
]  hare  now  to  report  more  in  detail. 
The  fire  of  our  batteries^  which  began  to  batter  10  breach  on  the 

joth 
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joth  April,  had  on  the  evening  of  the  $d  inftant  fo  much  deftroy«d 
the  walls  againil  which  it  was  dirededy  that  the  aiTangement  wa^ 
then  made  for  alTauldng  the  place  on  the  following  day,  when  the 
breach  was  reported  pradicabk ;  the  troops  intended  to  be  em- 
ployed were  {tationed  in  the  trenches  early  in  tfie. morning  of  the 
4th,  that  no  extraordinary  movement  might  lead  the  enemy  to  ex* 
ped  theaifault,  which  I  had  determined  to  make  in  the  heat  of  the 
day,  as  the  time  befl  calculated  to  enfure  fucce&»  as  their  troops 
would  then  be  leall  prepared  to  oppofe  us. 

Ten  fbnk  companies  of  Europeans  taken  from,  thofe  regiments 
neceilariiv  left  to  guard  our  camp  and  outpc^,  followed  by  the 
12th,  33d,  73dy  and  74th  regiments*  and  three  corps  of  grenadier 
fepe^s,  taken  from  the  troops  of  the  three  Preiidencies,  with  200 
of  his  Highnefs  the  Nizam's  troops,  formed  the  party  for  the  af* 
iault,  accompanied  i>y  100  of  the  artiflery  and  the  corps  of  pioneers^ 
and  fupported  in  the  trenches  by  the  battalion  companies  of  the  re* 

fiment  de  Meuron,  and  four  battalions  of  Madras  iepoys.  Cokinel 
berbrooke«  and  Lieutenant  Colonels  Dunlop.  fDalrympIe,  Gardi« 
ner»  and  Mignan^  commanded  the  feveral  flank  corps ;  and  Major 
General  Baird  was  entrufied  with  the  diredion  of  this  important 
fervicc. 

. .  At  one  o^clock  the  troops  moved  from  the  trencbes,>  crofied  the 
rocky  bed  of  the  Cavery,  under  an  extremely  heavy  fire,  palled  the 
glacis  and  ditch,  and  aicended  the  breaches  in  the  faufle  braye  and 
rampart  of  the  fort,  Airmounting,  in  the  mod  gaUant  maa* 
oer«  every  obflacle  which  the  dimculty  of  the  'pauage,  and  the 
reiifldnce  of  tha  enemy,  prefentcd  to  oppofe  their  progrefs.  Major 
General  Baird  had  divided  his  force  for  the  purpofe  of  deariag  the 
ramparts  to  the  right  and  left:  One  divifion  was  commanded  b/ 
Colonel  Sherl;>rdoke,  the  other  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Dunlop  1;  th^ 
latter  was  diCibJed  in  the  breach ;  but  both  corps,  although  i^roo^^ 
bppofed,  were  completely  fuccefsful.  Refiflance  continued  to  be 
made  from  the  palace  of  Tippoo  for  fome  time  after  all  firing  had 
ceafed  from  the  works  ;  two  of  his  Tons  were  tbere,^  who,  oa  aP» 
furance  of  fa&ty,  furrendered  to  the  troops  fuiTounding  them  ;  an4 
guards  were  placed  for  the  protection  of  the  family,  mod  of  whoi:ii 
were  in  the  palace.  It  .was  foon  after  reported  that  Tippoo  Sul- 
taun  had  fallen  ;  Syed  Saheb,  Meer  Saduc,  Syed  Gofar,  a^d  mapy 
other  of  his  Chiefs,  were  alfo  flain.  Meafures  were  immediately 
adopted  to  flop  the  confuiion,  at  firfl  unavoidable  in  a  city  ftrongijr 
garrilbned,  crowded  with  inhabitants,  and  their  property  in  ruins 
Irom  the  fire  of  a  numerous  artillery,  and  taken  by  aflault.  The 
Frinces  were  removed  to  camp. 

.  It  appeared  to  Major  General  Baird  fo  important  to  afcertain  the 
fate  of  toe  Sultaun,^  that  he  caufed  immediate  fearch  to  bemad^  for 
his  body,  which,  after  much  difficulty,  was  found  late  in  the  evening 
to  one  of  the  gates,  under  a  heap  ofllain,  and  foon  after  placed  ins 
she  palace.  The  corpfc  was  next^jay  recognized  by  th^  family,  and 

V  •  interred 
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{nterrfld  with  the  (MMioursdue  Co  his  rank  ia  the  mauioleuni  of  kit 

fclher. 

The  firengthof  the  fbrt  is  fech,  botb^from  its  natural  poftioa 
and  the  fhipendous  works  by  which  it  is  furAfnnded,  that  $i\  thcf 
cxertioiM  of  tke  brare  troops  who  attacked,  ii<^*who(e  praife  it  is 
smpoffible  to  fay  too  much,  were  required  to  pTace  it  in  our  hands. 
Cv  the  merits  of  the  army,'  I  have  expreflcd  my  opinion  in  orders^ 
m  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  enclofe ;  s(pd  I  trull  your 
Lorduiip  wiH  point  out  their  fervices  to  the  favourable  notice  of 
--Ibeir  King  ana  country. 

I  am  forry'to  add,  that  on  coUeftfng  the  returns  of  our  lofs,  it 
k  found  to  be  much  heavier  than  I  had  at  firft  imagined. 

On  the  ph  inibnt,  Abdu!  Khalic,  the  cWcr  of  the  Prinfcs,  fitM'-i 
merly  heilag^  with  Lord  Cornwallis,  furrei\dered  himfelf  at  ou^ 
•utpoib,  dema^iding  protection  ;  Kerim  Saib,  the  brother  of  Tip* 
poo,  had  before  fought  refuge  with  Meer  A  Hum  fiehauder.  A 
cowf  namah  was  ye&rday  difpatirhed  to  Futtoh  Hyder,  the  eldeA 
§lut  of  Tfppoo,  inviting  hint  to  join  his  brothers ;  Pumeah  and 
Meer  KummerOdeen  Khan,  have  aifo  been  fumsnoned  to  Sering*^ 
afpatam ;  no  anf^*ers  have  been  yet  received,  but  I  expeA  tbeco 
&ortlv^  as  their  families  are  in  the  fort. 

This  moment  Ali  Reza,  formerly  one  of  the  vakeels  from  Ti 


poo  Sultaun  to  Lord  Cornwallis,  has  arriyeii  from  Meer  Kummer 
Odeen  Khann,  to  afk  my  orders  for  4;ooe-'horfe,  now  under  his 
command;  Ali  Rexa  was  commiflioned  to  declare,  that  Mur  Kum« 
mer  Odieen  would  make  no  conditions^  but  rely  on  the'generofitj 
of  the  Englifli. 

"^  Monixeur  Chapuy,  and  moft  of  the  French  are  prifoners;  they 
have-commiffions  from  the  French  Government. 

•  I  have  the  honour,  &c. 
\Senngapatara>  (Signed)  Gsokge  Har(is» 

7th  May  1799. 

4lbftrad  of  a  Return  of  killed,  wounded,  and  n>>fllng,  at  the  aflauh 
of  Seringapatatp  on  the  4th  of  May  1 799. 

Europeans  killed — Two  captains,  fix  lieutenants,  three  ferjeants^ 

^  one  drummer,  and  fifty^ight  rank  and  file. 

Ditto  wounded*^One  lieutenant  colonel,  four  captains^  eight  lieu* 

tenants^  three  enligns,  two  conduAors,   twelve  .ferjeant%  Vv^ 
V  drummers«  and  two  hnhdred  and  twenty-eight  rank  and  file. 
Ditto  mifling-^One  ferjeant  and  three  rank  and  file^ 
Natives  killed— Thirteen  rank  and  file. 
Ditto  wounded— ^nej^midar,  two  drummers^  and  thirty-one ruk 

and  file.  .  .  • 

Ditto*  niiffing-^Two  rank  and  file. 
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Nmnes  of  officers  killed  and  wounded  on  the  aflaolt.- 

Killed — Lieutenant  Mather,  of  the  yjth,  and  Captain  Owen,  of 
the  77th  ;  ^ank  companies.  Lieutenant  Lalor,  ot  the  73d,  Lieu- 
tenants  Farquhar,  Prendergraft,  Hill^  and  Shawe,  of  the  74th; 
Captain  Cormick.  of  the  pioneers. 

Wounded — Lieutenant  Turner,  Broughton,  and  Skelton,  of  the 
75th  ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Dunlop  and  Lieutenant  Lawrence  of 
the  77th;  Lieutenant  Webb,  of  the  Bombay  Regiment;  Captain 
Lardj  and  Lieutenant  Matthews  of  the  Meuron  regiment  flank  * 
companies ;  Lieutenant  Shawe,  of  the  76ch,  fcrving  with  the 
1 2th  }  Captain  Macleod,  Lieutenant  Thomas^  Enfigns  Autiland 
Guthrie  of  the  73d  ;  Captain  Caldwell|.i)f  the  Engineers,  and 
Captain  Prefcott,  of  the  artillery. 

Copy  .of  General  Orders ;  dated  Camp  at  Seringapatam,  5th  May 

1799. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  congratulates  the  gallant  army  which 
he  has  the  honour  to  command  on  the  conqueft  of  yefterday ;  the 
effcAs  arifing  from  the  attainment  of  fuch  an  acquifition,  as  far  ex- 
ceed the  prefent  limits  of  detail,  as  the  unremitting  zeal,  labour^ 
and  unparallelled  valour  of  the  troops  furpafs  his  power  of  praife  : 
,  for  fervices,  fo  incalculable  in  their  confcquences,  he  muft  confider 
the  army  as  well  entitled  to  the  applaufe  and  gratitude  of  their 
country  at  large. 

While  Lieutenant  General  Harris  fincerely  laments  the  lofs  fuf- 
tained  in  the  valuable  officers  and  men  who  fell  in  the  attack,  he 
cannot  omit  to  return  his  thanks  in  the  warmeil  terms  to  Major  . 
General  Baird,  for  the  decided  and  able  manner  in  which  he  con'* 
du^ed  the  aflault,  and  for  the  humane  mfcafiires  which  he  fubfe- 
quently  adopted  for  preferving  order  and  regularity  in  the  place. 
He  requelts  that  Major  General  Taird  will  communicate  to  the 
officers  and  men  who,  on  that  great  occafion,  a^led  under  his  com- 
mand, the  high  fenfe  he  muil  entertain  of  their  atchievements  and 
merits. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  requcfts,  that  Colonel  Gent  and  the 
corps  of  engineers  under  his  orders,  will  accept  his  thanks  for  their 
unremitting  exertions  in  conducting  the  duties  of  that  very  impor- 
tant department ;  and  his  beft  acknowledgments  are  due  to  IWajor 
Beatfon,  for  the  edential  aflidance  given  to  tiiis  branch  of  the  fcr- 
▼ice  by  the  ^onflant  exertion  of  his  ability  and  zeal. 

The  merits  of  the  artillery  corps  is  fo  Itrongly  exprtfled  by  the 
etfeds  of  their  fire,  that  the  Comnr^ander  in  Chief  can  onlv  defire 
Colonel  Smith  to  aflure  the  officers  and  men  of  the  exceilt^nt  corps 
under  his  command,  that  he  feels  moli  iixUy  their  claim  to  appro- 
bation. '  • 

In  thus  publicly  expreffing  his  fenfe  of  their  good  condufl,  *the 
Commander  in  Chief  finds  himfelf  called  upon  tonotice,  in  a  molt 
particular  manner,  the  exertion  of  Captain  Dowfe,  and  his  corps  of 

ApffiN.    Vol.  L  1799.  ^  pioneers^ 
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pioneers,  which  daring  the  prefent  (ervice  have  been  equally  marked 
by  unremitting  labour,  and  the  abilitywhh  which  that  labour  was 

applied. 

*  On  referring  to  the  progrcfs  of  the  (irge,  (o  many  orcafions  have 
ofcurred  for  applaufe  to  the  troops,  that  it  is  difficult  to  particula- 
rirc  individual  merit ;  but  the  gallant  manner  in  which  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Shaw,  the  Honourable  Colonel  Willefly,  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel Moreypcnny,  the  Honourable  Lieutenant  Colonel  St.  John, 
^  Major  jVlac  Donald,  Major  Skelby,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  WaU 
lace,  condu£Ved  the  attacks  on  the  feveral  outworks  and  pofls  of  the 
.enemy,  demands  to  be  recorded ;  and  the  very  fpiritcd  attack  led 
by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Campbell,  of  his  Majefty's  74th  regiment, 
which  tended  fo  gj'catly  to  fccure  the  pofition  our  troops  had  attained 
in  the  enemy's  works  on  the  26th  ultimo,  claims  theflrongeil  ap* 
probation  of  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

The  important  part  taken  by  the  Bombay  army  fmce  the  com- 
mencement of  ^he  fiege  in  all  the  operations  whicn  led  to  its  ho- 
nourable roncluGon,  has  been  fuch  as  well  fuftains  its  Jon^  eftab- 
lilhcd  rcputaticTn.  The  gallant  manner  in  which  the  poft  at  the 
village  of  Agrar  was  feized  by  the  force  under  Colonel  Hart,  the 
ability  difplayed  in  dirtying  the  fire  of  the  batteries  eflablifhecl  ) 

there,  the  vigour  with  which  ever)'  attack  of  the  enemy  on  the  out-  ] 

polls  of  that  army  was  repulfed,  and  the  fpirit  fliewn  in  the  affault 
of  the  breach  by  the  coips  led  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  D.unlop,  are  1 

points  of  particular  notice,  for  which  the  Commander  in  Chief  re-  f 

quells  Lieutcnnnt  General  Stuart  will  oflfer  his  bell  thanks  to  the 
officers  and  troops  employed. 

Lieutenant  General  Harris 'rufts,  that  Lieut.  Gen.  Stuart  will 
excufe  his  thus  publicly  exnnfling  his  fenfe.  of  the  cordial  co-opera- 
tion and  aihllancc  received  from  him  during  the  prefent  fervice  ; 
in  the  coiirfe  of  which  he  has  ever  found  it  difficult  to  feparate-the 
fentiments  of  his  public  duty  from  the  warmcft  feelings  of  his  pri- 
vate friendfliip. 

Extradt  from  General  Orders;  dated  Seringapatam,  8th  May  I799« 

Lieutenant  General  Harris  has  particubr  pleafurc  in  publifiiing 
to  the  army  the"  following  cxtraft  of  a  report  tranfmitted  to  him" 
yefterdav  by  Major  General  Baird,  as  it  places  in  'a  diftinguifhed 
point  of  view  the  merit  of  an  officer  on  the  very  important  occafiou 
referred  to,  whofe  general  gallanfry  and  good  conduct  Cnce  he  has 
fcrved  with  this  army,  have  not  failed  to  recommend  him  ftrongly 
to  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

**  If,  where  all  behaved  nobly,  it  is  proper  to  mention  individual 
"  merit,  1  know  no  man  fo  juflly  entitled  to  praifeas  Colonel  Sher- 
**  brooke,  to  whofe  exertion  I  feel  myfelf  much  indebted  for  the 
♦'  fuccefs  of  the  attack."  *  *  ' 

True  copies, 
(Signed)  P.  A.  AoNEW,  Military  Secretai^. 

A  true  copy. 

J.  WiiBBE,  Secretary  to  Governnieat. 
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(No.  a.)— Copy  of  a  General  Order  by  Government ;  dated  15th 

May  1799.  ^ 

•  . ,  Fort  St.  George,  15th  May  1799. 

G.  0.    By  <5ovcrnment. 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Governor  General  in  Council,  hav- 
ing this  day  received  from  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  allied 
army  in  the  field,  the  oificial  details  of  the  glorious  and  deciiive 
Yidory  obtained  at  Seringapatam  on  the  4th  of  May»  offers  -his 
cordial  thanks  and  iincere  congratulations  to  the  Commander  in 
Cjiief,  and  to  ail  the  officers  and  men  compofing  the  gallant  army^ 
which  atchieved  the  capture  of  the  capital  of  Myfore  on  that  me- 
morable day. 

'  His  Lordfhip  views  with  admiration  the  confummate  judgment 
with-which  the  aifault  was  planned,  the  unequalled  rapidity,  ani- 
mation, and  (kill,  with  which  it  was  executed,  and  the  humanity 
which  diftinguiilied  its  final  fucccfs. 

Under  the  favour  of  Providence,  and  the  jullice  of  oiir  caufe, 
the  eflablifhed  chara&er  of  the  army  had  infpired  an  early  conii* 
dence,  that  the  war  in  which  we  were  engaged  would  be  brought 
to  a  fpeedy,  profperous,  and  honourable  ifflie. .        . 

But  the  events  of  the  4th  May,  while  they  have  furpafTtd  even 
the  fanguine  expeftations  of  the  Governor  General  ip  Council, 
have  raifed  the  reputation  of  the  Britilh  arms  in  India  to  a  degree 
of  fplendor  and  glory  unrivalled  in  the  military  hiflory  of  this 
quarter  of  the  globe,  and  feldom  approached  in  any  part  of  the 
world. 

The  luftre  of  this  viAory  can  be  equalled  only  by  the  fubdantial 
advantages  which  it  promifes  to  cftablifh,  by  reftoring  the  peace 
andlfafety  of  the  Britifli  polTel&ons  in  India  on  a  durable  foundation 
of  genuine  fecurity. 

The  Governor  General  in  Council  refleAs  with  pride,  fatisfac- 
tion,  and  gra'tttude,  that  in  this  arduous  crifis  the  fpirit  and  exer- 
tipn  of  our  Indian  army  have  kept  pace  with  thofe  of  our  country- 
men at  home  ;  and  that  in  India,  as  in  £urope,  Great  Britain  has 
found  in  the  malevolent  defigns  of  her  enemies,  an  increaiing  fource 
pf  her  own  profperity,  fame,,  and  power. 

By  order  of  the  Right  Honourable  the  Governor  General  in 
Council. 

(Signed)  J.  Webbe, 

Secretary  to  Government, 
(A  true  copy) 

J.  Webbe, 
.  Secretarv  to  Government . 
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No.  I  J. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Right  Honourable  the  Governor  Genera  I 
to  the  Secret  Comminee  of  th^  Court  of  Diredlors  ;  diated  12th 
May  J  799  :— Received  per  Sarah  Chrifliana,  j  jth  September 
1799. 

To  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  Honourable  Court  of  Diredor». 
Honourable  Sirs. 

1.  The  acridcntal  deterttion  of  the  Sarah  Chriftianapadtet,  en- 
ables me  to  forward  to  your  Honourable  Committee  by  this  dif- 
difpatch,  docunien-ts  of  great  importance,  ej^pianatory  of  the  nature 
of  the  connedlion  between  Tippoo  Sultaun  and  the  French  Re- 
public. 

2.  Theft  papers  were  found  in  the  palace  of  Serihgapatam,  and 
were  tranfmitted  offirially  to  my  military  fecretary,  by  the  fecretary 
of  the  commiflion  appointed  to  affift  Lieutenant  General  Harris  in 
«11  matters  of  a  political^  nature.     , 

3.  The  paper,  No.  i'.  is  a  letter  from  Tippoo  Sultaun  to  the 
Executive  Dire(5lory,  and  appears  to  be  an  atteiled  copy  of  that 
which  was  difpatched  by  M.  Dubuc,  with  two  native  vakeels,  or> 
the  7th  of  February  1 799.  The  letter  however  is  dated  the  20th  of 
July  1798,  Et  wh'idi  time  the  military  preparatidns  in  the  Carnatic 
had  fcarcely  commenced. 

4.  Your  Honourable  Committee  will  obferve,  that  in  this  letter 
Tippoo  Suitaun,  in  the  moll  diftiiidl  manner,  dates  the  nature  of 
his  late  embafly  to  the  Ifle  of  France  to  have  been  the  fame  whirb 
J  have  defnibed  in  my,  minute  of  the  12th  of  Au;^uft,  and  in  my 

-letter  to  Tippoo  Sultaun  of  8th  November,  notvyitlil  tan  ding  that 
he  had  endeavoured  to  put  a  different  col6ur  on  the  trarifaitioa  in 
his  letter  to  roe  of  the  i8th  December  1798,  and  received  at  Fort 
St.  George  25th  December. 

5.  It  is  equally  remarkable,  that  he  does  not  attempt  to  alledge 
againft  the  Biitifh  Government  any  caufe  of  complaint  fincc  the 
conclufion  of  the  laft  war. 

6.  The  objed  of  his  offcnfive  and  defenfive  alliance  with  France, 
appears  to  have  been  not  merely  the  recovery  of  his  former  domi- 
nions, but  the  expulfion  of  the  Englifh  from  all  their  rich  poflef- 
fions  in  India,  and  the  utter  annihilation  of  their  power  in  Ana. 

7.  You  will  further  obferve,  that  he  declares  it  to  be  his  inten- 
tion to  commence  the  attack  on  the  fii*ft  favourable  occafion,  and, 
on  the  whole,  that  he  profclTes  to  make  common  caufe  with  France, 
under  the  moft  folcmn  proteftations  of  fidelity  and  zeal  to  the  Re- 
public. 

8.  The  paper,  No.  2.  is  a  note  of  the  demands  which  Tippoo 
Sultaun *s  ambaffadors  were  authorized  by  him  to  make  upon  the 
Executive  Diredory  at  Paris ;  they  correfjJrfriJ  in  fubftance  with 
the  requiiitiohs  annouuced  in  M.'  Malartie's  proclamation  at  the 
Mauritius, 

9.  In 


cjf.  In  tbe  articles  5  and  6,  you  will  perceive  tbat  the  Suffaun 
intended  to  commence  his  operations  in  the  heart  of  the  Carnatic,  . 
tn  concert  with  a  French  army  to  be  landed  at  Porto  Novo  ;  and 
and  that  he  did  not  prppofe  to  wait  the  a^ual  arrival  of  the  French 
force,  but  .was  refoived  to  make  hiihfelf  itiafler  of  the  coaft  of  Co- 
romandel  as  foon  as  he  ihould  find  it  convenient,  after  having  re- 
ceived notice  of  the  motions  of  the  French. 

ao.  In  article  7»  it  appears  that  the  Portuguefe  colonies  in  this 
quarter  of  India  were  to  have  been  divided  between  Tippoo  Sultaun 
and  the  French.  All  the  articles  of  his  paper  demand  particular  at- 
tention,  as  tending  to  prove,  in  themoft  concluiive  manner,  the  en- 
tire devotion  of  this  infatuated  Prince  to  his  alliance  with  France. 
This  Paper  alfo  is  dated  on  the  20th  of  July  3798,  both  paper*  are 
figned  in  the  Sultaun!s  own  hand  writing,  according  to  the  abbrc* 
viatcd  form  of  fignature  which  he  was  accuftotned  to  ufe  in  all  his 
letters  and  other  official  documents.  This  mode  of  (ignaturc  is 
tifual  among  the  natives  of  Hindodan,  ^nd  no  doubt  can  be  enter-^ 
tained  of  the  authenticity  of  the  papers. 

ri.  Your  Hon.  Committee  will  obferve,  that  the  letter  from 
Tippoo  Sultaun  to  me,  which  was  received  at  Fort  St.  George  on 
the  13th  February,  muft  have  been  written  fubfcquently  to  the  dif- 
patch  of  the  papers  now  inclofed,  as  M.  Dubuc,  with  the  Sultaun's 
two  native  vakeels,  em  barked  at  Tranquebar  on  the  7th  of  Fe- 
bruary. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inclofe  two  other  papers,  Nos.  3  and  4, 
in  the  French  language,  found  alfo  in  the  palace  of  Seringapatam. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  Honourable  Sii-s, 

Your  moft  obedient  and  faithful  fervant. 
Fort  St.  George,  Morni^gtoit. 

i  9th  May  1 799. 

(No.  I.)— <^opy  of  a  letter  from  Tippoo  Sultaun  to  the  Dire<Elory, 

Le  Circar  Condadad  au  Dire6loire  Executtf  reprefentant  la  Re« 
publique  Franqaile  une  &  indiviiible  a  Paris. 

Au  nom  dc  Tamitie  que  le  Circar  Condadad  &  fa  nation  vonent 
a  la  Kepublique  Fian^aife,  laqqeile  Amitie  &  Alliance  durcrentaUf 
tent  que  le  foleil  &  la  lune  brillerent  dans  le  ciel  &  ferent  (i  folides 
que  Ips  evenem^ns  les  plus  extraordinalres  ne  pourront — Jamais  la 
rompee  nt  la  difunir. 

I^  Anglais  Jaloux  de  la  liaifm  &  de  T Amitie  que  regnorint 
de  puis  longtems  entre  Mon  Sercar  &  la  France,  fe  font  riunis  sluk 
Marattes  ar  Nizam  Alii  Kan,'  &  a  mes  autres  ennemis  pour  me  de- 
clarer une  gurrer  aulii  odVenfe  qu  injufle  qui  a  durce  piuliturs  an* 
.n^es,  &  dont  les  refultats  ont  ete  (i  funefles  pour  moi  quil  m^n  a 
Cont6  mes  plus  belies  provinces  &  trots  Courreaux,  6c  trente  lacs 
de  roupies. 

La  Kepublique  n'ignore  ceflamiment  anume  de  ces  circonftances 
malheureufes  8c  combien  j*ai  fait  defibrts  pour  difputer  pied  a  pied 

be 
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be  pays  que  j'ai  cti  oblige  de  coder  a  nds  ennemis  comtnuos.  Je 
n'aurai  baset^  force  a  des  facrifices  aufli  cruels  fi  javob  etefecouru 
par  les  Franqois  nies  amuins  allies^  qui  tromp^spar  le  projet  perfide 
dc  Conway  Goiiverneur  Geacrql  ^  Pondichen*y,  France,  &  Our- 
dit,  avec  Cambel  Gouvenieur  de  Madras,  Tevacuation  de  la  place 
on  el  Commandort  Elle  voredra  fans  doute  en  chalTant  les  Ang)ei$ 
de  leurs  riches  poHeflioDS  dans  I'Inde,  lepaire  la  faule  de  fon  AacieQ 
Government. 

£tant  depuis  long  tents  anim^  des  mimes  fentimens,  Je  les  as  fait 
exprimer'au  Government  dc  I^lfle  France,  par  TOrgane  dc  deux 
Ambaflddeiirs  d'cntjc  veins  dc  reqevoir  a  ma  grande  fatisfaftion, 
des  reponfes  telle*  que  je  les  defirois,  amfi  que  le  Drapeau  Republic 
cain  par  le  Chef  de  Brigade  Chappins,  &  le  Capitaine  des  Vaiiteaux 
Du  Bue  qui  m*ont  emmcne  les  foibles  fecerns  qui  Jcs  Circonflances 
ont  permis  au  General  Malartic  &  au  Contre  Amiral  Sercey  de 
m'expedive  in  Soldats  &  OflRciers* 

Je  garde  prcs  de  moi  cc  premier  Officier  et  vous  envoie  le  Sen- 
rond  en  qualit^  des  AmbaiTadeur  pour,  en  ,vous  demandant  votre 
Alliance  Offenfive  6c  Defenfive,  obtcnir  des  forces  affe^  impo fames, 
pour  que  reums  aux  je  puiile  attaquer  et  aiiantir  jamais  nos 

tnemis  Communs  evade.  Je  vous  rcmettrai  mon  Etendard  que 
rucvi  a  celuc  de  la  Republique,  Servire  de  Bafe,  a  I'AlHance  qui  nos 
€<cux  Nations  vont  Contraclcr  ainll  que  Its  Mandats  particulieis 
que  j Me  charge  de  vous  Communiquer* 

Je  lue  adjoms  Sheik  Abdoubraim,  et  Mahomet  Bifmilla  mes  Su- 
jets  qui  fent  egalement  charges  de  me  reprefenter  aupres  de  vous. 

Quelqueftorent  defermais  les  circonflances  on  puiflent  fe  trouvcz 
nos  deux  Nations  fert  enfemble  et  feparcment  ainfi  que  dans  titles 
les  affires  qulles  poumnt  traiter,  que  le  bien,  la  Glorie  et  Tadvaii- 
tage  des  deux  an  'foient  toujours  lebut ;  que  leur  fentiments  re- 
ipe^ifs  arjant  pour  garant  les  aflbrances  de  fidelite  et  les  Sormens 
ufitcs  par  Chacunne  D'Elles,  &  que  le  Ciel  &  le  Terrefc  rapppYo- 
chent  et  fe  rennifTent,  plutot  que  de  voir  jamais  notre  Alliance  e- 
pi'ouver  la  moindre  alteration.       # 

Dans  mon  Palais  a  Cherlngampatnani  |e  ^pth  Juillet  1798. 

T.  S. 
(A  ti-ue  copy.) 
(Signed)  C.  Macavlay,  Secretary. 

(A  true  copy.) 

N.  B.  Edmonstonb,  P.  T. 

(No.  a.)— Copy  of  Articles  of  Engagement  propofcd  by  Tippoo 

Sultaun  to  the  Dir^6tory. 

Vole,  des  Deman<les  que  mes  AnobafTadcurs  doivent  fairc  au  Direc- 
tive Executif  a  I'aris. 

Art.  X.  Dix  ou  quinze  mille  Hommes  dctroope  de  toute  Arme 
Infantine,  Cavalere,  et  Arlitteree. 

2.  Unc 
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2.  Une  Armce  Na\'ale  qui  fera  la  Guerre  (iir  la  Cotte  on  ferent 
tios.Armees  pour  Ics  favorifer,  gles  renforrer  en  cits  de  b€A>m. 

3.  Le  Circar  fournira  lootes  les  Munitions  de  Guerre  et  dc 
Bouche  aux  Armces  de  la  Rtpublique,  aufli  que  ics  Chevaux, 
Bceufs,  Chanaux  Ftntes  qui  leur  ferent  ncceflaries  a  Texception  de$ 
Liquours  d 'Europe,  qu'  il  n'a  pas  dans  fon  Pays. 

4.  On  prendra  pour  toutes  les  Marches  et  Operations  Militaircs 
quejconqiies  les  QrdiTS  du  Roi. 

5.  L'kxpedition  fcra  derig.ce  dans  'un  point  dc  la  Cotte  Coro- 
mandel,  ^  de  preference  a  Porto  Novo  au  s'effe£lucra  la  Dibarque- 
mcntdes  Troopes  ou  iercndra  d'avance  on  a  point  nommcleRoy 
aver  tout  fen  annoe  fen  intention  ^cant  de  debuter  les  premieres 
Operations  au  ilen  du  Pays  ennemie. 

6«  Le  Roy  demnnde  que  la  Republique  lui  donne  avis  pas  l^Emoi 
a  Mangalore,  de  deux  Corvettes  partant  d'Europe,  a  vingt  Jours  de 
diilancc  Tune  de  I'antre,  du  nonobre  des  vaiiTcaux  et  dc  troupes 
qu'ellis  lui  envoye  qu'il  metre  on  Campagne  auflitot  &  fetronve  a 
nieme  d'  etr<?  Maitre  de  la  Cotte  Goromandcl  avant  V  arrivec  des 
Forces  dc  la  Republique,  &  etre-  a  neme  dc  pens  voir  a  tour  les 
befoinc. 

7.  Toutes  les  Conqu^tesqui  fe  ferent  fur  les  Enncmics  a  Pexcep- 
tion  des  Provinces  que  le  Rei*  a  ete  oblige  de  ceder  aux  Anglais  aur 
Marratta'&  a  Nizam  Alii  Kan,  ierant  partagcs  egalement  eotre  let 
deux  nations,  &  de  apries  les  convenances  refped^ives  le  ineme  par- 
tage  aura  lieu  aulll  des  Vaifieaux  Knnemics  &  des  Colooies  Pertu- 
gotfes  pour  inderonifer  le  Roi  d(^  depenfcs  de  la  Guerre. 

8.  Que  8*il  s*eleve  quilque  dlHicuita'  entre  les  Armies  Allies  clta- 
cunc  d'eux  Aurent  la  refcrve  particulieur  de  leur  Juftices  felon 
leuirs  Lois  et  Coutumes,  Sc  que  toute  difcretion  qui  y  auratt  fup- 
poi't  ferent  traitees  par  Ecrit  entre,  les  deux  natives. 

9.  Que  quelque  foic  le  deiire  de  la  Republique  de  doAner  la  Paix 
a  TAngleterre  on  de  coniinuer  Ja  Guerre  de  voulicr  bien  le  confi« 
derer  pour  foujour  comme  un  Ami  &  un  fidelle  Alice  le  coinprendre 
dans  tous  fes  traites  &  de  le  pre/enirde  toutes  fes  Intentions. 

(Signed)  T.  S. 

10.  Touts  les  Francois  quelconques  qui  font  et  viendrent  dans  les 
Etats  du  Roy  feront  traites  comme  Amis  et  Allies,  ilspourront  al* 
Icr,  vener  et  Commercer  fans  qui  et  ne  leur  foit  fait  aucuin  Trouble, 
Moledation  or  Impeachment,  inais  au  contraire  de  re^evoir  toute 
Aiiiilance  &  Secours  au  befoin. 

11.  D'Emmener  a  mon  fervice  qualre  fendeurs  de  Cation  de 
Bronze  quatre  fondeurs  en  feu  quarcre  pr.pitiers,  qunrtre  Coule* 
rters  glace  quatre  verriers,  deux  ingenieurs  de  manne,  deux  bous 
r^nilrudions. 

Donne  dans  mon  Palais  de  Cherlngampatnam fous  maSignature 
Celie  de  mon  premier  Mtniltcr  ec  revetu  de  Sceau  de  le  Etat  le.  20 
de  JeuUet  1798.  , 

(Signed)  T.  S. 

True  copy.  Signed,  C.  Macauley,  Sec. 

A  true  copy,  N.  B.  Edmoxstons,  P.  T. 
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(No.  3.)— Copy  of  a  letter  from  Dubqc  to  the  Rajah  of  Traven* 

core*»  Minifler. 

Copie  dc  la  Lcttre  £cnte  an  Premier  Minifire  au  Rajah  du  Tra- 
vancorey  a  fon  Excellence  Ranan  Kifren,  Premier  Miniftre  de  £at 
MajiCle  le  Rajah  de  Travancore  a'  Alepe. 

Monfeigneur, 

J*  attends  avec  Impatience  PArrivce  de  quelques  Narircs  de 
I'Inde  pour  avoir  de  nos  nouvelles  et  aM>rendre  que  votre  Sante  eft 
parfattement  retablie,  (1  comme  on  la  cut  ici  elle  a  ete  derangee. 

Les  occaHons  font  varis  pour  I'lnde  Je  profite  d'  un  Batimeitt  qui 
va  a'  la  Cote  Malabar,  pour  ^crire  au  Pnn'ce  Tippoo  Sultaun  avec 
lequel  J'ar  V  Honneur  d'  etre  en  Correfpondence."^Je  le  pric  dc 
▼ous  faireparyenir  m'a  Lettre,  apries  1' avoir  faite  trac^iiire  en  une 
langue  Orientale  afin  que  vous  n'ayez  befan  de  la  communquer  a' 
perioane. 

Je  me  fuis  coment  demand^  pourquoi  votre  Prince  n'  etoit  point 
allie  au  Sultaun  e  en  me  Rapellant  que  le  grand  Nabob  Hyder  Alii, 
fon  Pire,  avoit  M  l!Amie  ct  TAJli^  de  Ram  Rajah  j'ar  ^te  etonne*, 
que  cel'te  amitie  Deranged  par  quel  que  cvenement  n*ent  pas  itl 
Kenouvellee  ;  il  eft  tres'  ordinaire  en  Europe*  qu'  une  Puiflance 
aprh  avoir  6ti  en  Guerre  avec  un  Voifm  Redevienne  fon  Alli»  & 
fon  Ami,  vous  avez^tt^  en  Guerre  avec  le  Bacha.  Je  fens  qui  il 
fant  que  tout  Reffentiment  foit  oublie,  que  les  anciennes  querelles 
foient  etcintes  &qu'il  convient  aux  deux  Princes  de  faire  une 
Traiti  d'  Alliance  et  d'  Amitie,  d*  une  maniere  folide  etconvenable 
k  leurs  intcrets  reciproques :  fi  J'  etors  dans  I'Inde.  Je  vous  pref- 
fervis  taht  and  qu  an  Sultaun,  que  Je  crois  que  mon  defir  ieroit 
rcmpli,  mais  c*  efl  a*  vous  qu*  eft  referv6  i*  Avantage  de  Reunir  ccs 
deux  PuiHances — V.ous  etes  le  Confeil  et  Tami  de  votre  Roi,  vous 
dirigez  (is  Avanta^eufment  fes  affaires,  que  fi  vous  troavee  cette  AU 
liance  avantageufe  (et  Je  nen  doubte  pas)  il  vous  fuffira  de  lin  on 
fairc  la  Proportion  ;  et  les  deux  Princes  8*entendn>nt  facilemeot 
Si  mes  voeux  font  fatisfaits  a  cet  6gard»  Majore  fera  au  comble  car 
v6us  ferez  rens^  notre  Allie  en  devenant  celui  d'  un  Prince  qui  eft 
uni  k  la  France  depuis  long  temps  Je,  pris  le  Cicl  qu'  il  vous  fiilie 
Couler  des  jours  tongues  et  heureux,  et  qu*  il  conferve  ceux  de 
votre  Roi,  c'  eft  le  vasu  fincere  de  votre  Serviteur  et  Ami, 

Mal.  Descomberc. 
(True  Copy) 

C.  MacaulbYi  Sec. 
(A  true  copy)  N.  B.  Edmonstoke^  P.  T* 

Ifle  de  France, 
t5th  Vcntofe  An  6i 

5th  Mai3  1798. 


^ 
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(N'o'4.)«-^Co{jy  of  a  Letter  from  Dubuc  to  Tipjk>o  Sultaun ;  dated 

1 6th  December  1 798,  0»  S. 

pieme  Expedition  Tranquebar,  le  i6me  Decctnbrc  1798,  O.  Stile. 

An  Sereard  Coudadad.  , 

Grand  Pacha»  Salut  et  Refpe6ly 
Les  hommes  font  heureufement  arrives,  mats  il  nons  manque  la 
chofeiaplus  ^iTentielle,  Us  Lettrej  qu*\ls  ont  laiiTe  en  route,  mais 
j'efperc  qu'ellcs  arrivcront,  fous  peu  de  jours,  ils  ont  en  fe  pcur, 
que  voila  quatre  mois  qu'ils  font  en  route,  et  vous  pouvez  juger  de 
la  Diligence  qu*ils  ont  mis,  et  de  leurs  exactitude  k  vous  iervir  ; 
quand  a  moi,  je  crois  qu'ils  fe  font  attaches  les  jambes  pendant 
trbis  mois  et  denui.  Les  Alcarahs  que  je  vous  avois  expedi6  le  1  c 
du  mois  dernter,  font  de  retour  hier  avec  la  r^ponfe  de  votre  Ma- 
jeft6  dw  29  du  meme  mois ;  je  me  Hatte  de  vous  les  renvoyer^ 
puifque  fe  font  de  gens  tres  fidelles,  et  que  je  voudrais  qu'on  tc-*^ 
compenfat  gen^reufement.  La  perfonne  qui  doit  fournir  I'argept 
tie  paroit  pas,  et  je  n'en  entends  point  parler,  je  craint  beaucoup 
qu'il  y  aura  de  grandes  peines  pour  obtenir  de  fe  fair  payes  je  prenfe 
qu*il  efl  tr^s  indifpenfablement  n^eflaire,  que  vous  en'  expedi^s 
i'ordre,  pour  prendre  tout  Targcnt  qui  eft  chez  mercieu  tout  de  fui«^ 
ct  que  vous  y*  jotgnez  unc  Icttre  de  Credit,  com'me  je  vous  Tavois 
demande  fur  la  Kepublique.   Llmportance  de  ma  Miflion  eft  teilr. 


faut  de  TArgent.  Dans  tous  Jes  Pays  I'Argent  eft  le  Nerf  de  I'ln- 
trigue  et  la  Guerre,  H  votre  jVIajeft6  ne  veut  pas  etre  mine  par  \t9 
Anglois,  et  perdre  le  fecours  de  vos  bons  et  vrais  Amis  les  Fran^oi^ 
donne  mois  done  une  aflez  grande  marque  de  Confiance  en  me 
donnant  des  moyens,  on  o'  arretera  pas  des  Soears  avec  de  I'argenty 
fur  tout  il  c'eft  de  Pagodes  a  TEtoille.  De  la  Diligence  a  m'en  eh<* 
voyer,  et  je  parterai  tout  de  fuite.  Les  etoffes  ne  font  pas,  noa 
plus  arrivees  ct  je  vais  envoyer  de  gens  pour  les  faire  venir,  Je  de- 
mande a  votre  Majefte  de  m'autorifer  a  prendre  un  An  d'avance 
d'appointments,  comme  elle  me  Tapromispour  affurer  ^  ma  Famille 
de  quot  vivre  pendant  mon  Abfence  quiique  \cs  fix  Mois  que  j'ai 
re^u  fopt  finis  le  8me  du  Mois  prochain,  et  que  j'ai  etoia  forc6  de 
depenfer  tout  ce  que  j 'avois,  et  qu'il  ne  me  refte  plus  rien.  Les 
Anglpis  m'  ays:nt  pris  mont  Vaifleau  et  mo9  Argent  vous  trouvereZ 
ma  demande  de  toute  juftice,  en  fongeant  que  ma  Famille  eft  daoa 
uu  Pays  ^ti'angcr  ou  elle  n'a  aucun  refource.  Je  reitcre  done  que 
votre  Majeft^  me  donne  plein  pouvoir  a  cet  egard,  ctque  I'on  rtie 
faffe  tenir  des  moyens  tout  de  mite ;  les  Alcharahs  me  prometant 
d'etre  de  rctours  dans  Trente  Jours,  je  puis  partirdans  qudrante,  II 
feraj  bond 'avoir  ki^  chez  votre,  on  aqujlquatre  paires  d' Alcarahs* 
pour  qu  on  vous  doone  toutes  les  Uuit  Jours  des  Nouvelles,^j*ai  ict, 
ci  qu*il  faut  pour  cela.  Je  vous  recommandelc  Ouaquil,  il  n'eft  pas 
aifez  pay^,  et  voila  Huit  Mois  que  la  Cachcrie  ne  lui  a  rien  doojui* 
ApP£>\  Vol.  L  1799.  i  il 
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il  lui  faut  auili  un  T^Iatiquin  PEn^o^^d^un  Grand  Prince, 
noble  et  audi  generaux  que  votre  Majff(l6  ne  doit  pas  a  Her  a  pied 
comme  un  Couly  etes  vous  content  de  moi,  ditcs  m'en  un  mot,  vous 
favez  comnoe  je  vous  attache  et  vous  aurez  de  vraies  prenoes  de  ma 
fidelite,  je  fupplie  votre  MajVftc  de  continuer  vos  Bontes  et  votre 
^milidy  a  mon  bon  Ami  et  Cottegiie,  le  General  Chapr^is,  vovez 
h  fouvent,  plus  vous  cOnnoitriSs  et  pins  vous  verrez,  quSl  merire 
de  confideration  cefl  un  homme  d'honneur  vrai  et  de  bon  confeil. 

J'ai  appris  que  votre  Majelbe  k  ^rit  au  government  de  Madras  et 
au  Lord  Morniugton,  qu'elle  fera  rilliie  de  Jcurs  R6ponfe  ?  Tenea 
vous  en  garde  contre  eux,  foyez  pret  a  vous  d^fendre,  ou  a  attaquer  ; 
les  Prcparatifs  de)a  Guerre  fecontinuent,  avec  une  grande  Rapidtte, 
FArmee  de  Nizam  doit  deja  etre  en  marche,  il  faut  larreter^«-Las 
Anglois  ont  voutu  faire  eulever  votre  Ouaquil,  Sadaa-Chide  varan 
mais  j'ai  decouvert  le  coroplot  et  ii  r>*a  pas  reufli  ii  eft  neceflarie  que 
votre  Majeft^  ecrire  tout  de  fuit  au  Government  de  Tranqaebar  par 
un  Chamean  Courier  pour  leu  rerommander  et  iue  demander  fa  Pro- 
te^^ion  immediate  pour  votre  General  en  Chef  Du  Bue  fon  Major 
Filliettag  et  Pinterprete  de  Bay  et  votre  Ouaquil  Le  Lord  Morning- 
ton  Gouverncur  General'  de  Bengal  et  le  General  Clark  doiveut 
vcrur  a  la  Cotte  a  la  fin  de  ce  mois  pour  entainer  des  Negotiations 
avec  votre  Majeftc,  que  ii  elles  ne  leure  font  pas  advantageufes,  elles 
fcur  feront  vous  declarer  la  Guerre,  dont  le  refultat  doit  6tre  d'en- 
Talier  votre  pays  et  vous  detroner  en  vous  fubftinant  et  aux  Heri- 
tiers  de  votr^  couronne  une  Nabob  de  leur  fabrtque  Votre  Afajeft^ 
voit  bricn  qiJ^il  ne  s*aget  point  moins,  que  de  la  perte  de  votre 
•Royaumc  il  fait  traveiller  et  negocier  fur  tout  pour  vous  la  main- 
tenir  jufques  au  moment  on  je  pourrous  vous  la  fiiire  atfermir  pour 
toujours  et  a  vos  auguftes  enfant  Avee  les  intrigues  que  las  Anglois 
«ntretiennenl  dans  toutes  les  Debardes  de  I'inde,  il  leurs  eft  tres 
facile  de  caufer  des  troubles,  et  ilspouvent  peut  etre  vous  detacher 
tie  toutes  vos  Allies,  il  eft  vraifembable  qu*en  faifant  une  graodc  di- 
•verfion  et  des  traites  et  qu'ils  peuvent  reuffir  dans  une  novelle 
Xjuerre  contre  votre  Majeft^  il  viendroit  a  bout  enfuite  de  detruirc: 
la  puiiTanre  Maratte,  et  a  leur  enlever  impunn^mement  tout  ce 

31^11  leurs  suroit  ^te  ced^  par  un  nouveau  trail^  de  paix — II  eft 
one  evidemmant  de  leurs  interets,  de  tfaiter  conjointement  avec 
vous  afin  de  trouver  une  Garantie  fure^  et  mutuelle  dans  une  liqul 
puifTante,  dont  chaque  membre  doit  fe  reunir  pour  defendire  lc8  j 

'requifitions  on  les  celFions^  que  (hacun  a  iait  a  la  paix,  que  voi» 
•ovez  fign^  dans  votre  Capitale,  avec  toiYtes  les  partees  contr!:6taBtes 
«^Les  Anglois  vous  menacent  les  Marhattes  doivent  vous  fou tenir, 
'^t  ne  pas  vous  laifler  expofe  a  fuccombep  La  Barriere,  que  vous 
(epare  des  premiere' doit  fvbiifter  fans  que  Hen  pour  la  briier  on  |a 
rompre  vous  deve%  compter  fur  vos  Allies  autant  que  vos  interets 
'ferront  communes,  et  vous  feriez  abandonn^  (i  ies  interefts  ceflbit, 
on  a  plus  fate- rai fon  ftls  en.  out  de  contr»ife,  a  qui  ils  cotnmencent 
'&  vous  craindre.     Le  temps  -eft^^court  et  precieux,  il  faut  pour 
-prouver  vos  bones  intentilonsy  €(  gagnts  les  Angloi^  de  Vite&t  et 
**  nuttrc 
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mettre  des  obftacles  a  leurs  negotiations  a  Pona  pour  en  retai^d^r  ou 
en  empecher  c'effct.  Dans  une  pareille  Conjontnre  les  Mai  hattes 
dotvent  fa'ire  valoir  la  foi  cle  Traites,  ne  pas  oubliej,  a  rappeller  aux 
Ang]ois»  Ics  fecours  qu'ile  leur  ont  accprdc  centre  votre  Majeil6 
don  exige  la  reconnoiilance,  qu'ils  font  en  droit  d'^n  atrendre  aHn 
de  concUicre,  cons  les  inter^fts  rcfpeftifs  avcc  les  circonftances  de- 
licates  on  chacune  d'elle  fe  trouve  pour  ctre  a  labri  des  reprochef 
'  et  du  manque  de  foi  fu  accompliiTement  du  jtraite  de  paix  en  etier 
over  Article  Alor  fi  les  moyens  de  conciliation  ne  peu vent  pas 
ruflier  il  faut  qu*ils  Arment  en  Diligence,  qu'ils  menacent  la  Na- 
tion infradante,  et  le  cry  ?  arreftera  pcutetre  toutes  les  refolutions 
Milttaires  et  Hodilities  contre  votre  Majeftc;  fil  entoit  autrement, 
\]  faut  tircr  Tepee  Jeter  Ic  forreau  fi  loin,  qu'en  ne  le  tronve  plus,  et 
le  fut  defames  en  deridera  npns  (i  avons  encore  aucune  novelle 
a(ki  interreiTante  d'Europe,  la  Republique  eil  continuellement 
viiflorieofe  fur  tou«  les  Enncmis,  et  refuiant  la  Paix  TAngleterre. 
Scindia  a  Deja  pris  Delhi  et  je  penfe  qu'il  doit  avoir  finia  la  con- 
quete  d'ergra  ;  il  fera  bon  que  votre  Majefti^  depeche  des  couriers, 
pour  le  prevenir  tant  de  fuite  de  la  eft  nation  on  vous  vous  trouvez. 
Je  fupplte  votre  Majcftd  a  bien  lire  ma  lettre.  Lafranchife,  la  ve- 
-  rite  et  votre  interct  la  fente  dic^e^, 

Je  prie  Dieu  que  tout  aille  au  gre  de  votre  Majeflie  de  que  j'ai 
riionueur  d'etre  avcc  refped. 

Le  General  en  Chef 
Capltaine  de>  Vaiffeaux  de  la  Republique  Francoife^ 

une  ec  indivillble. 
•    (Signed)         DuBuc. 
'    A  .tmc  copy, 

C.  Macauley,  Sec, 

Le  Major  Filletat  vous  ofTre  I'homage  de  foa  Refpe^  et  de  foa 
Attachement  a  voXre  Majtfte. 

True  copy,  ^ 

N.  B.  Edmokstoni,  P.T. 

No.  16. ' 

Extra^  of  a  letter  from  Lord  Morningtcn  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Court  of  DireAors;  dated  Fort  St.  George,  19th  May  1799  :— 
Received  per  Sarah  Chriftiana,  13th  September  1799. 

Private.  Fort  St.  George,  19th  May,  1799. 

Sir, 
The  Sarah  Chriftiana  having  been  detained  for  a  few  hoursi  I 
am  enabled  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  thedifpatches  of  the  Se- 
cret Committee,  under  date  24th  of  December. 

The  intetiigeoce  which  I  have  received  this  day  from  Seringr- 
patam,  induces  me  to  believe  that  I  fliaU  be  able  to  efft-^  a  (ettlb- 
meat  of  the  country  without  quitting. tbb  prefidency.    My  brother 

I2  and 
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and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Klrkpatrick,  are  far  advanced  on  their 
way  towards  Myfore,  and  I  (hall  wait '  for  their  report  lieforc  I 
move  from  hence,    I  requcft  you  to  apprize  the  Court  of  Dircftors  * 
of  the  probability  of  •!  v  being  able  to  raife  the  inveftmcnt  nearly 
to  the  ftandard  criginaliy  propofed. 

The  advices  from  E^'pt  are  by  no  means  fatisfa^ory  ;  it  ap- 
pears that  the  French  had  gained  feme  confidei*abIc  advantages  in 
Syria,  and  had  taken  the  town  of  Joppa  ;  it  alfo  appeal's  that  they 
had  fortified  Suez,  and  had  begun  to  collt^l  craft  at  the  head  of 
the  Arabian  Gulph.  The  Centurion  and  Albatrofs,  and  two  of 
the  Company's  cruizers,  were  gone  up  the  Red  Sea,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  deftroying  the  craft  colIe6led,  and  of  preventing  the  coN 
left  ion  of  more.  The  rrincefs*  Charlotte  Indiamcn,  armed,  to-- 
gether  with,  the  Fox  frigate,  were  probably  off  the  Streights  of  Ba- 
belmandci;  having  quitted  Bombay  with  that  deftination  fonie 
time  before.  The  lad  intelligence  of  Commodore  Blankett,  was 
of  the  month  of  Januaiy,  when  he  was  contending  with  adverfe 
winds  off  the  coaft  of  Africa,  a  very  few  degrees  to  the  northward 
of  the  line.  Admiral  Rainier  was  at  Cananore  on  the  8th  of  May ; 
it  is  a  fatisfaftory  circumftance  to  refleft,  that  if  the  French  (liou'ld 
be  able,  by  any  accident,  to  pu(h  a  force  to  India  by  iea,  after  *Ad-. 
miral  Rainier  fliall  hiave  quitted  his  (lation,  they  will  find  no  friend 
to  fupport  them ;  their  arrival,  under  our  prefent  circumftances, 
would,  I  am  perfuaded,  only  ferve  tp  add  another  triumph  to  the 
BritJfh  arnis  in  India. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
With  the  greateft  refpeft, 
Your  moft  obedient  and  ^ithful  fervant, 

(Signed)  Mornington. 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Court  of  Directors. 

No.  17. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant  General  George  Harris  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  Court  of  Dire6^ors ;  dated  Seringapatam,  6th 
May  1799: — Received  by  his  Majefty's  Ship  Caj-ysfort,  15th 
September  1799. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Honourable  Court  of  Direft  ^rs  of  the  United 

£afl  India  Compiiny,  Sec.  &c.  &c. 

Sir, 
'  I  Have  the  honour  of  congratiHating  you  and  the  Honourable 
Court,  on  the  profperous  liTue  of  the  expedition  committed  to  my 
charge  by  the'  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Mornington. 

Seringapatam  was  carried  by  ftorm  at  mid-day  of  the  4th  inllant ; 
Tippoo  Sultaun  killed,  with  many  of  his  principal  officet's,  and 
thoufands  of  his  adherents ;  and  his  family',  with  the  feuniliei^of  his 
ehief  SirdarS|  4(1  our  po^e^on. 
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'  My  attentloa  k  nOw  dire6led  to  fecure  my  poiitton,  aa4  main- 
tain our  advantages,  until  I  c^n  receive  fui:thcr  in{li U(5lioi;s  frpcA 
the  Right  Honourable  the  Governor  General. 

I  have  the  lionour  to  be.  Sir, 
With  refped. 
Your  very  obedient  humble  fervant, 

G£ORG£  HaAKIS, 

Lifut.  General  and  Commander  in  Chief 
of  his  Blajefty's  and  the  Hon.  Compa* 
ny's  forces  on  the  coads  of  CoroiBandd 
and  Malabar. 
Head  Quarters,  Serings|patani, 
0th  May  1 799. 

No.  18. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  John  Spencer,  Efquire,  to  the  Court  of  DU 
rc^ors :  dated  Calicut,  21ft  May  1 799 : — Received  per  hii  Ma- 
jefty's  Ship  Carvsfort,  15th  September  1799- 

To  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Dire6loi*s  for  all  Affairs  of  the 
Honourable  United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England,  trading 
to  the  Ball  Indies. 

Honourable  Sirs, 

Par.  I.  Admiral  Rainier  having  been  pleafed  to  order  his  Ma- 
jcfty's  frigate  the  Carysfort,  on  her  voyage  to  England,  to  touch  at 
this  place,  for  fuch  intelligence  as  might  be  attainable  here  of  a  na« 
ture  fuificiently  interefting  to  be  worthy  of  your  noiice>  I  avail  rov- 
fcif  of  the  opportunity  to  addrefs,  while  my  anxiety  to  avoid  the 
detention  of  the  Caiysfort,  particularly  at  this  late  period  of  the 
fcafon,  will  necefllirily  oblige  me  to  be  very  concife. 

2.  General  Harris's  difpatches  will  advife  you  of  his  glorious  and 
important  fuccefs  at  Seringapatam,  on  which  I  have  the  honour  to 
prefent  you  with  my  cordial  congi-atulations- 
*  3.  On  the  I  ith  inftant,  Kcmurrat  Deca  Khan,  one  of  the  pnn* 
cipnl  officers  of  the  late  Tippoo  Sultaun,  came  in  to  General  Harrit 
with  4,000  horfe ;  and  on  the  12th,  Purweah,  a  Bramin,  one  of 
Tippoo *s  civil  officers,  alfo  came  in ;  Fattah  Hyder,  Tippoo's  eldeft 
fon,  illegitimate,  was  expected  to  come  in  on  the  13th  ;  and  a  fa<« 
lute,  which  was  heard  by  the  Bombay  army  on  that  day  at  Seringa- 
patam,  was  fuppofed  to  announce  that  event. 

4.  The  Bombay  army  under  General  Stuart  left  Seringapatam 
for  the  Malabar  coafl,  apd  there  is  every  reafcrn  to  expe^  that  the 
whole  will  reach  Cananore  on  the  25th  inilant;  they  hav^  bad  the 
advantage  of  very  fine  dry  weather,  notwithllanding  the  advanced 
period  of  the  feafon*  I  underfland  that  the  whole  qf  General 
3tuart's  army,  including  the  native  corps  lately  forming  apart  of 
Colonel  Little's  detachment,  will  be  cantoned  for  thepiefoit  at  or. 
peaf  Cananore  and  Tellichcrry. 


5-k  llie  ifltelligeiice  of  our  fuccefs  at  Seringapatam  of  the  4th 
indant,  reached  the  Right  Honourable  the  Governor  General  at 
Madras,  on  the  iitb^ 

6.  I  have  the  fatisfaf^ion  to  acquaint  your  Honourable  Court, 
that  during  the  late  hoililities  between  the  Honoiu-able  Company 
and  Tippoo  Sultaun,  the  tranquillity  of  the  province,  and  the 
realization  of  the  revenues,  have  remained  uninterrupted,  and 
there  is  great  reafon  to  conclude  that  the  general  (late  of  the  pro- 
wince  will  be  very  much  ameliorated  by  the  very  fuccefsfiil  termi* 
nation  of  the  war. 

7.  It  is  expected  that  part  of  General  Stuart's  army  will  ihortly 
march  into  and  take  pofTeffion  of  the  country  of  the  Jate  Tippoo 
3ultaun,  which  lies  on  the  Malabar  coaft,  between  Kabye,  our  late 
northern  frontier,  and  Goa. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Honourable  Sirs, 
Mod  refpeafully, 
Your  moft  obedient  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

J.  Spencek, 
Preiident  of  the  Commifiion  for  executing 
^^alicut,  the  office  of  ^upravifor  and  Chief  Judge 

31ft  May  i;99.  and  Magiftrate  in  Malabar. 
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I<etters  from  the  Miniiler  of  Foreign  aSkirs  in  France,  and  from 
General  Bonaparte:  with  the  Anfwers  returned  to  diem  by  the 
Right  Hpnourable  Lord  Grenville,  bis  Majefty's  Principal  Se« 
crctary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

No.  I. 

Letter  from  the  Minifter  of  Foreign  Affairs  in  France  to  Lord 

Grenville. 
Milord, 
J*exp6die,  par  Tordre  du  G^n^ral  Donaparte,  Premier  Confui 
6c  la  K^publique  Fran9aife,  un  courier  k  Londre.    II  eil  porteur 
d'une  lettre  du  Premier  Confui  de  la  R^publique  pour  fa  Ma- 
jdk6  k  Roi  d'Angleterre..    Je  voms  pri^  de  donner  les  ordres  n^ef- 
Oures  pour  qu*il  puifle  vous  la  remettre  fans  intermMiaire.    Cette 
<16marche  annonce  d'elie-m^me  Timportance  de  fon  objed. 
Recevez,  Milord,  TaiTiirance  de  ma  plus  haute  confideration. 

(Signi)  Cii.  Mau.  Tali.eya.and, 

Paris,  le  5  Nivofe,  An  8  dt:  la  Rep.  Fr. 

No.  a. 

Tranflation  of  the  preceding  Number. 

My  Lord, 
*    1  dr(p«tch,  by  order  of  General  Bonaparte,  Firft  Confui  of  the 
French  Republic,  a  melTenger  to  London  :  be  is  the  bearer  of  a 
lecur  from  the  Firft  Con&l  of  the  Republic  to  bis  Majelbr  tfa^ 

Xing 
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King  of  England.  I  requeft  you  to  give  the  ncccflary  drders  that 
he  may  be  enabled  to  deliver  it  diredly  into  vour  own  hands.  This 
ftcp,  in  itfelf,  announces  the  importance  of  its  object. 

Accept,  my  Lord^  the  aflu ranee  of  my  bigheft  conlideration. 

(Signed)  Ch- Mau.  Talleyrand. 

Paris,  the  5th  Nivofe,  8lh  Year  of  the 

French  Republic,  (Dec.  15, 1799.) 

No,  3, 

Letter  from  General  Bonaparte. 

Republique  Fran9aife — Souverainetc  du  Peuple— 

Liberte-<-Es:alit^. 

Bonnparte,  Premier  Conful  de  la  Republique,  a  fa  Majedi  Ic  Rot 
de  la  Grande  Bretagne  et  d'Irlande, 

Paris,  le  5  Nivofe,  An  8  de  la  Republique. 

Appele  par  le  vocu  de  la  Nation  Franca ife  a  occuper  la  premiere 
Magiitrature  de  la  Republique,  je  cruis  convenable  en  entrant  eil 
charge  d'en  faire  direflemetit  part  k  votre  Majeftc. 

La  guerre  qui  depuis  huit  ans  ravage  les  quatre  parties  du 
monde,  doit-elle  ctre  cternelle  ?  N  efl-il  done  aucun  moyen  de 
a'cntcndre  ? 

Comment  les  deux  nations  le  plus  iclair^es  de  I'Europe,  puif* 
iantes  et  fortes  plus  aue  ne  Texigent  leur  fui'^6  et  leur  independ- 
auce,  peuveot-elles  lacrifier  a  des  id^es  de  vaine  grandeur,  le  biea 
du 'commerce,  la  profperit^  interieure,  le  bonheur  des  families? 
Comment  ne  fentent-elles  pa9  que  la  paix  ell  le  premier  des  beibins^ 
comme  la  premiere  des  gloires  ? 

Ces  fentimens  ne  peuvent  pas  etre  Grangers  au  coeur  de  votre 
Majeite,  qui  gouverne  une  nation  libre«  et  dans  le  feul  but  de  la 
rendre  heureufe. 

Votre  Majede  ne  verra  dans  cette  ouverture  que  mon  d^fir  (in- 
c^re  de  contribuer  efficacement  ppiir  la  fecond  fois  a  la  pacificacion 
g^n^rale,  par  une  d6marche  prompte,  tout  de  confiaDce,  et  degag^ 
de  ces  formes  qui,  neceifaires  peut-etre  pour  dcguifer  la  d^pendance 
des  6tats  faibles,  ne  decclent  dans  les  6tats  fortes  que  le  d^fir  mu- 
tuel  de  fe  tromper. 

La  France,  TAngleterre,  par  Tabus  de  leurt  forces,  peuvent 
long  terns  encore,  pour  le  malheur  de  tons  les  peuple,  en  r^tarder 
r^puifement ;  mais  j'ofe  le  dire,  le  fort  de  toutes  les  nations  clvi' 
Hies  ell  attach^  a  la  fin  d'une  guerre  qui  embrafe  le  monde  entier. 

De  votre  Majefl£, 

(Sign6)  BoKAPAKTE. 


No.  4t 


No.  4. 

Tranflation  of  the  precediog  nuftibei'it 

French  Republic — Sovereignty  of  the  People- 
Liberty — Equality. 

Bonaparte,  Firft  Conful  of  the  Republic,  to  his  Majcfty  the  King 
^  of  Great  Britain  and  of  Ireland. 

Pnris,  the  jlh  Nivofe,  8th  Year  of  the  Repubffc. 

Called  by  the  wiflies  of  the  French  Nation  to  occupy  the  firit 
Magiftracy  of  the  Republic,  I  think  it  proper,  on  entering  iota 
office,  to  make  a  direct  communication  of  it  to  your  Majefty. 

The  war  which  for  eight  years  has  ravaged  the  four  quarters  of* 
the  world,  miift  it  be  eternal?  Are  there  no  means  of  coming  tm 
an  11  nderftan  d  i  n  g  ? 

How  can  the  two  moft  enlightened  nations  of  Europe,  powerful 
and  ftrong  beyond  what  their  fafcty  and  independence  require,  fa- 
crifice  to  ideas  of  vain  greatnefs,  the  benefits  of  commerce,  internal 
profperity,  and  the  happinefe  of  families  ?  How  is  it  that  they  do 
not  feel  that  peace  is  of  the  firft  necelfity,  as  well  as  of  the  firff 
gloiy  ? 

T'hefe  fentiments  cannot  be  foreign  to  the  heart  of  your  Majefty, 
who  reigns  over  a  free  nation,  and  with  the  fole  view  of  rendering 
it  happy. 

Your  Majefty  will  only  fee  in  this  overture  my  fincere  defirc  to 
Contribute  efficacioufly,  for  the  fecond  time,  to  a  general  pacifica- 
tion, by  a  ftep  fpeedy,  entirely  of  confidence,  and  difengaged  from 
tbofe  forms  which,  neceflkry  pebaps  to  difguife  the  dependence  of 
weak  dates,  prove  only  in  thofe  which  are  ftrong  the  mutual  de- 
fire  of  deceiving  each  other. 

France  and  England,  by  the  abufe  of  their  ftrength,  may  ftill,  for 
a  long  time,  for  the  misfortune  of  all  nations,  retard  the  period  of 
their  being  exhaufted. — But  I  will  venture  to  fay  it,  the  tate  of  al^ 
civilized  nations  is  attached  to  the  termination  of  a  war  which  in* 
irolve^tlie  whole  world. 

Of  your  Majefty, 

(Signed)  Bokapaate.. 

No.  5. 

Letter  from  Lord  Gj  enviUe  to  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs 

•   in  France. 

Sir,  Downin^-Street,  January  4*  1800. 

I  have  received  and  laid  before  the  Kmg  the  two  letters  which 

yon  have  tranfmitted  to  me,  and  his  Majefty,  feeing  no  reafon  to- 

(lepart  from  thofe  fbrms  which  have  long  been  eftabliftied  in  £u- 
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rope  for  trartfa^ing  bufincfs  with  foreign  dates,  has* commanded 
TD^  to  return,  in  his  naaie»  the  official  anf^er  vfh\cik  I  fend  yoa 
herewith  inclofed.  •  . 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  high  condderatidn^  Sifi 
Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

(Signed)  ORjBKvy.LE« 

To  the  Minifter  of  foreign  Affairs^ 
&c.  &c.  &c.  at  Paris. 

No.  6, 

Official  Note. 

The  King  has  given  frequent  proofs  of  his  fincere  defire  for  the 
re^dablidiment  of  iecure  and  permanent  tranquillity  in  Europe., 
He  neither  is,  nor  has  been,  engaged  in  any  conteft  for  a  vain  and 
faife  glory.  He  has  had  no  other  view  than  that  of  maintaining, 
againft  all  aggrellioii,  th*e  rights  and  happineis  or  his  fubjedts. 
^  For  thefe  he  has  contended  againd  an  unprovoked  attack;  and 
for  the  fame  obje£ls  he  is  Hill  obliged  to  contend ;  nor  can  he  hope  , 
that  ihis  neccffity  could  be  removed  by  eaterirfg,  at  the  prcfent  mo- 
ment, into  negociation  with  thofe  whom  a  fre(h  revolution  has  (o 
recently  placed  in  the  exercife  of  power  in  France. — Since  no  real 
advantage  can  arife  from  fuch  negotiation  to  the  gre*4t  and  de(ir« 
able  obje^  of  general  peace,  until  it  fliall  didin^^ly  appear  that 
thofe  caufes  have  ceafed  td  operate,  which  originally  produced  the 
war,  and  by  which  it  has  iince  been  protradted,  and,  in  more  thaa 
one  inftance,  renewed. 

The  fame  l^ftem,  to  the  prevalence  of  which  France  juWjr 
afcribes  rill  her  prefent  miferies,  is  that  which  has  alfo  involved  the 
rell  of  Europe  in  a  long  and  dedru^live  warfare,  of  a  nature  long 
iince  unknov^ii  to  the  pradlice  of'civilized  nations. 

For  the  extenfion  of  this  fyftem,  and  for  the  extermination  of 
all  eftabliftied  governments,  the  refources  of  France  have  from  year 
to  year,  and  in  the  midft  of  the  mofl  unparalleled  diftrefs,  been 
lavi (bed  and  exhau fled.  To  this  indifcriminate  fpirit  of  deftruc- 
tion,  the  Netherlands,  the  United  Provinces,  the  Swifs  Cantons^ 
(his  Majefty's  ancient,  friends  and  allies,)  hiive  fucceffivel^  been . 
facnficcd.  Germany  has  been  ravaged:  Italy,  though  now  ref- 
cued  from  its  invaders,  has  been  rpade  the  fcene  of  unbounded 
rapine  and  anarchy.  His  Ms»jefty  has  himfelf  been  compelled  to 
maintain  an  arduous  and  burthenfome  conteil  for  the  independence 
and  exigence  of  hi:*  kingdohis. 

Nor  have  thefe  calamities  been  confined  to  Europe  alone :  tbtf 
have  been  extended  to  the  mofl  diftant  quarters  of  the  world,  and 
cVen  to  countries  fo  remote  both  in  Ctuation  and  intereft  from  the 
prefent  conteft,  4hat.tbe  very  exiftence  of  fuch  a  war  was  perhaps 
unknown  to  thofe^wno  found  themfelvts  fuddenly  involved  in  all 
its  horrors. 

While  furh  a  fyftem  continues  to  prevail,  and  wWIe  the  blood 

Appen,    VbUI*  tSoo.  m  aild 
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and  treafureof  a  numerous  and  powerful  nation  can  be  laviAed  hi 
it»  fupport,  experience  has  ihewn  that  no  defence  but  that  of  open 
and  ueady  hoftility  can  be  availing.  The  mod  folemn  treaties 
have  only  prepared  the  wav  for  frefii  aggreffion  ;*  and  it  is  to  a  de- 
termined refinance  alone  that  is  now  due  whatever  remains  in  Eu- 
rope of  ftability  for  property,  for  perfonal  liberty,  for  foetal  order, 
or  for  the  free  exerciie  of  religion 

For  the  fecurity,  therefore,  of  thefe  eflential  objeds,  his  Majefiy 
eannoit  pitee  his  reliance  on  the  mere  renewal  of  general  profeffions 
of  pacinc  difpofitions.  Such  profeffions  have  been  repeatedly  held 
out  by  all  thpfe  who  have  lucceffively  dire^ed  the  refources  of 
France  lo  the  deftruftion  of  Europe ;  and  whom  the  prefent 
rulers  have  declai;ed  to  have  been  all,  from  *the  beginning,  and 
uniformly,  incapable  of  maintaining  the  relations  of  amity  and 
peace* 

Greatly,  indeed,  will  his  iVlajefly  rejoice,  whenever  it  (ball  ap- 
pear that  the  danger  to  which  his  own  dominions,  and  thofe  of  his 
allies,  have  been  fo  long  expofed,  has  really  ceafed ;  whenever  he  . 
fhall  be  fatisfied  that  the  neceffity  of  refiflance  is  at  an  end ;  that 
after  the  experience  of  fo  many  yeais  of  crimes  and  miferies,  better 
principles  have  ultimately  prevailed  in  France ;  and  that  all  the 

§igantic  proje^s  of  ambition,  and  all  the  reillefs  fchemes  of  de- 
:iai6lion  which  have  endangered  the  very  exigence  of  civil  fociety, 
have  at  length  been  finally  relinquiihed : — But  the  conviction  of 
fuch  a  change,  however  agreeable  to  his  Majefiy 's  wi(hes,  can  re- 
fult  only  from  experience,  and  from  the  evidence  of  fa6ts. 

The  beft  and  moft  natural  pled^  of  its  reality  and  permanence, 
would  be  the  reftoration  of  that  Ime  of  Princes  which  for  fo  many 
'centuries  maintained  the  French  nation  in  profperity  at  home,  and 
in  confideration  and  refpe^  abroad: — Such  an  event  would  at 
0|ice  have  removed,  and  will  at  any  time  remove,  all  obfiacles  in 
the  way  of  negotiation  or  peace.  It  would  confirm  to  France  the 
unmolefted  enjoyment  of  its  ancient  territory ;  and  it  would  eive 
to  all  the  other  nations  of  Europe,  in  tranquillity  and  peace,  tnat 
fecurity  which  they  are  now  compelled  to  feek  by  other  means. 

But,  defirable  as  fuch  an  event  mud  be  both  to  France  and  to 
the  world,  it  is  not  to  this  mode  exclufively  that  his  Majefty  limits 
the  poifibility  of  fecure  and  folid  pacification.  His  Majefty  makes 
no  claim  to  prefcribe  to  France  what  (hall  be  the  form  of  her  go- 
vernment, or  in  whofe  hands  (lie  fliall  veft  the  authority  neceflary 
fer  conducting  the  affairs  of  a  great  and  powerful  nation. 

His  Majefiy  looks  only  to  the  (ecuriry  of  his  own  dominions 
and  thofe  of  his  allies,  and  to  the  general  fafety  of  Europe.  When- 
ever he  (hall  judge  that  fuch  (ecunty  can  in  any' manner  be  attained, 
as  refutting  either  from  the  internal  fituation  of  that  country,  from 
whofe  internal  fituation  the  danger  has  arifen,  or  from  fuch  other 
rircumdances  of  whatever  nature  as  may  produce  the  fame  end, 
his  Majedy  will  eagerly  embrace  the  opportuni^  to  concert  with 
hJs^aUies  the  m^an^ofimmediate  aad  general  pacification. 

U  nhappily 


Unliappily  no  fuch  fecurity  hitherto  exiib:  no  fuffident 
^dence  of  the  principles  by  ivhich  the  new  government  will 
be  dire^d;  no  reafonable  ground  by  which  to  judge  of  its 
liability  y  -  In  this  fit  nation  it  can  for  the  prefent  only  remain  foe 
Ikis'Majefly  to  purfue,  in  conjon&ion  ^tUi  other  powers,  thofe 
icxertions  of  juft  and  defenfive  waf»  which  his  re«;ard  to  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  his  fubje&s  will  never  permit  him,  eitner  to  continue 
beyond  the  necemJty  in  which  tHey  originated*  or  to  terminate  on 
any  other  grounds » than  fuch  as  may  l^ift  contribute  to  the  fccnre 
enjoyment  of  their  tranquillity,  their  conftitiition,  and  their  io« 
4ependencc 

(Signed)  GRBuviLLt. 

DowasMg'Jlreeff  Januoiy  4tf  1800* 

To  the  Miniiler  of  Foreign  Afikirs, 
frc.  &:c.  &c.  at  Paris. 

Second  Letter  from  the  Miniftcr  6f  Foreign  Afl^rs  at  Fari^,  with 
■  its  accompanying  Inclofure ;  and  the  Anfwcr  returned  by  the 
'     Right  Honourable  Lord  Grenville,   his  Majefty*s«  principkl 
Secretary  pf  State  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

No.  1. 

Letter  from  the  Minlfter  for  Foreign  Affairs  at  Paris  to  Lord 

Grcnville. 

Mylord,  Paris,  24Nivofc,  An  8,  (Jan.  14,  1800t) 

Je  me  fuis  empreffe  de  mcttre  fous  Ics  yeux  du  Premier  Con* 
fttl  de  la  Republique  Fran^aife  la  note  officielle  en  date  da 
14  Nivofe  que  vous  m'avez  tranfmife  ;  et  jc  me  trouve  chagre  de 
vous  faire  pafTer  aujourd'hui  la  r6pon{b  pareillement  officielle  qae 
▼ous  trouverez  ci-jointe. 

Re^evez,  Mylord,  Taffurancei  de  tna  haute  coniideration. 

(Si^e)  Ch.  Mau.  TalletrakM 

An  Miniflre  de  Affairs  etrang^re^ 
kLoodres. 

No.  2. 

Trahilation  of  the  preceding  Number. 

My  Lord,  Paris,  24  Nivofe,  8  year,  (Jan.  14,  1800.) 

I  loft  no  time  in  laying  before  the  Firft  Conful  of  the  Repub- 
lic the  offipial  note,  under  date  of  the  14th  Nivofe,  which  you 
tranfmi(ted  to  me;  and  X  am  chained  to  forward  the  anfw^i 
equally  official,  which  you  will  find  annexed. 

Receive,  my  Lord,  the  afluranee  of  my  highcpnfideratio^* . 
,      .  (Signed)  Ch.  Mau.  Tallbyranp. 

^o  the  Miniiler  for  Foreign  Affairs 
at  London. 

m2  No.  5. 
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No.  3. 
Note  referred  to  in  No.  1. 

La  note  offictelle  en  date  du  14  Nivoie,  an  8,  addreflee  par  le 
Miniilre  de  fa  Majefte  Britanniquc,  ayant  etc  mife  fous  Its  ycox 
du  Premier  Conful  dc  la  Rcpublique  Frangaife,  il  a  i^tnarqiie 
avcc  fupprife  qu'cllc  r^pofait  fur  une  opinion  qui  n'eft  point 
cTadte  r£lativement  k  Torigine  et  aux  cohfequences  %  la  guerre 
adluelie.  Bien  loin  que  ce  foit  la  France  qui  Tait  provoqoe, 
on  fe  rappelle  que  d^s  le  principe  de  fa  revolution  elle  avait 

.folemnelleuicnt  proclame  fpn  amour  pour  la  paix,  fon  eloignc* 
xn'ent  pour  ]es  conquetes,  fon  refpeift  pour  rindependanoe  de  tous 
les  gouvernements ;  ,et  il  n'efl  pas  douteux  qu'occupee  alors  et  (aos 
partage  de  fes  aifaires  interieures,  elle  eut  evite  dc  prendre  part  a 
celle  de  I'Europe,  ct  fut  demcurc  fidcle  k  fes  dcdaVations.    ~ 

Mais  par  une  difpoiition  oppofe,  aullitot  que  la  R^voIutioQ 
Frangailc  eut  eclate,  I'Europe  prcfq'cnticre  fe  ligue  pour  la  dc- 
truirc.  L'aggreijion  fut  rccllc  long  temps  avant  d*etre  publiquc, 
on  excita  Ics  refiilances  interieures,  on  accucillit  les  oppofans,  on 
appuya  leurs  declamations  extra vagantes,  on  outragca  la  nation 
Frangaife  dans  la  perfonne  d^  fe$  agens ;  et  TAngleterre  donna 
partici;liercfnent  cet  cxemple  par  le  rcn\'pi  ^n  mipiftre  accrcdi|e 
pres  d*clle :  cnfin  la  France  fut  attaquc  de  fait  dans  fon  indepen- 
dance,  dans  fon  honne.ur,  ct  dans  fa  ^'uretc,  long  terns  avant  que 
li  guerre  fut  dcclaree. 

Ainfi  c'cfl.aux  projetfe  d'alfervilTement  et  de  demen^brement 
qui  ont  c(e  prepares  contre  elle,  et  dont  Texccution  a  et«  plufieufs 
fols  tent<*  et  pourfuivi,  qufe  la  France  eft  en  droit^d'imputer  les 

.  xnaux  qu'ellc  a  fouffcrts  et  ceux  qui  ont  afflige  TEurojic,— de  tela 
projcts,  depuis  long  terns  fans  exemple,  k  Tcgard  d*unc  auffi  pu^f- 
faute  naCioh  ne  pouvaicnt  manquer  d'amener  les  plus  fatales  con« 
fjEquences.  / 

AiTaillic  de  toutc  part  la  Republlque  a  du  porter  pa^  tout  les 
efforts  dc  fa  dctcnfive,  et  ce  n'cft  que  pour  le  maintient  de  fa 
propre  ind^pendance  qu*ellc  a  fait  ufage  des  raoycns  qui  ^toient 
dans  fa  puiiiance  et  dans  le 'courage  de  fes  citoyens.  Tant  qu'cUc 
a  vu  que  fes  chncmls  s^'obftinaient  k  mtfconnaitre  fes  droits,  die 
i^.*a  coraptc  que  fiir  Tencrgie  dc  fa  rcfitlance  ;  mais  auflitot  qu'ils 
ont  du  rcnoncer  a  Tefpoir  de  Pcnvahir,  elle  a  cbcrchc  des  moycns 
de  rapprocbcment,  elle  a  manifcfte  des  intentions  de  paix  ;  ct  fi 
cHes  n  ont  point  toujonrs  etc  efficaces,  ii  au  milieu  des  crifes  in^ 
t6rieurcR  que  la  revolution  et  la  guerre  ont  fucccfllvement  amen6s» 
les  prececicns  depofitaircs  de  Tautoritc  executive  en  France  n'p»t 
pas  toujoiirs  montre  autant  de  moderation  que  la  nation  elle  meme 
It  depl  ye  de  courage,  il  faut.en  accufer  furtout  rachamemcnt 
avec  Icqu^l  les  reffourccs  dc  TAngletcrre  ont  iti  prodigui  pour 
cdnfomraur  la  ruine  dc  la  France. 
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Mais  a  Its  voeux  de  fa  Majeile  Britanni^ue,  comme  die  en 
donne  I'afTurance,  d*accord  avec  ceux  de  la  Republique Frangaifet 
font  pour  le  retabliiTement  de  la  paix,  pourquoi  au  iieu-d*eflayer 
Tapologic  de  la  gucrrc  nc  pas  mettre  fon  foin  ^  la  terminer ;  et 
quel  obflacle  peut  empScher  un  rapprochement  dont  Tutilite  dk 
commune  et  lentie  }  furtout  quand  le  Premier  Counfel  de  la 
Republique  Frangaife  a  pcrronnellement  donnc  tant  de  preuves  de 
fon  emprefiement  a  mettre  un  terme  aux  calamity's*  de  la  guerre 
et  de  fa  difpofition  k  maintenir  robfervation  rigide  des  traites.^ 
conclus. 

Le  Premier  Conful  de  la  Republique  Frangaife  ne  pouvait  pas 
douter  que  fa  M&jeite  Britannique  ne  reconnut  le  droit  de  nations 
a  cboifir  la  forme  de  Icur  gouvcrncmcnt,.puifque  c'eft  de  I'exercifc 
dc  ce  droit  qu'el^e  tient  fa  couronne  ;  mais  11  n'a  pu  compremlre 
comment  a  cote  de  ce  principe  fondamental  et  fur  lequel  repoie 
]*exi{lente  des  Cocietes  politiques,  le  Mini  (Ire  de  fa  Majeile  a  pa 
placer  des  inllnuations  par  lefquelles  il  tend  k  s'immifcer  aux 
affaires  interieurs  de  la  Republique,  et  qui  ne  font  pas  moins  in- 
juricufes  pour  la  nation  Frangailc  et  pour  fon  gouvcrnemcnt,  que 
ne  le  Icraient  pour  TAngleterre  et  pour  fa  Majefte  une  forte  de  pro- 
vocation vers  le  regime  republicain  dont^rAngleterre  adopta  let 
formes  au  milieu  du  fiecle  dernier,  oti  uneVxhortation  i  ra{)peller 
au  trone  cette  famllle  que  la  naiflance  y  avoit  place  et  qu'une 
revolution  en  a  fait  defcendre. 

Si  k  des  cpoques  peu  eloignees,  et  quand  le  .fifteme  conflitutlf 
<k  la  Republique  ne  prelentaitni  la  force  ni  la  folidite  qu'il  sen- 
ferrae  aujourd  hui,  i-a,  Majefte  Britannique  a  cru  provoqucr  ellc 
meme  un  rapprochement  et  des  conferences  de  paix,  comment  ne 
ferait^elle  pas  empreHee  de  renouer  des  ncgociatlons  auxquelles 
Teiat  prelent  et  reciproque  des  affaires  promet  une  marche 
prompte  ?  De  toute  part  la  voix  des  peuples  et  de  i*humanite 
implore  la  fin  d'une  guerre  marquee  dej^  par  de  (i  grands  delaflres^ 
et  dont  la  prolongation  menace  I'Europe  d'un  6branlemcnt  uni« 
yerfel  et  de  maux  fans  remede ;  c'efl  done  pour  arr^ter  le  court 
de  ces  calamites,  ou  afin  que  lei^r  terribles  confequences  ne  foient 
reprochees  qu'i  ceux  qui  les  auraient  provoqoees,  que.lc  Premier 
Conful  de  la  Republique  Frangaife  propofe  de  mettre'fur  le  champ 
nn  terme  aux  hoftilites,  en  convenant  d*une  fulpenlion  d*anne5  et 
e^  nommant  immediatement  de  part  et  d*autre  des  plenipoten^ 
ti'tres  qui  fe  rendraient  il  Dunkerque,  ou  dans  tout  autre  ville  non 
moins  advantage ufemept  fituce  pour  la  rapidite  dc  communi- 
cations refpe(5tives,  et  qiui  travaillcraient  fans  aucune  retard  au  rc- 
tabliffement  de  la  paix  et  4c  la  bonne  amitie  entre  la  Republique' 
JFrangaife  et  I'Anglcterre. 

he  Premier  Conful  offre  i  cet  ^gar(}  de  doaaer  les  pafleports 
qyi  feraient  neceflaires. 

(Signe)  Ch«  Mau.  Tal.l£Yrand. 

'  Pans,  le  24  Nivoie,  an  3  de  1^  ^ 

Republique  Frans^c*  « No.  4. 
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TrftftflatioQ  of  the  preceding  Number. 

The  Official  Note«  under  date  of  the  fourteenth  Kivoley  the 
eighth  year,  addrelTed  by  the  Minifter  of  his  Britannic  Majcfty, 
l^avine  been  laid  before  the  Firft  Conful  of  the  French  Republic, 
lie  oblcrved  with  furprize,  that  it  reded  upon  an  opinion  which 
Im  not  exaft  re(pe^in^  the  origin  and  confeouehces  of  the  prcfent 
war. — Very  far  from'  its  being  France  which  provoked  it,  fhe 
bady  it  mult  be  remenibered»  from  the  commencement  of  her 
resolution 9  folemnly  proclaimed  her  love  of  peace  and  her  di^ 
Inclination  to  conc^uefts,  her  refpedfc  for  the  independence  of  all 
iporernments :  and  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that,  occupied  at  that 
time  entirely  with  her  o^yn  internal  affairs,  ihe  would  have  avoid-* 
<ed  taking  part  in  thofe  of  Europe,  and  would  have  remained 
faithful  to  her  declarations. 

But  from  an  oppolite  difpofition,  as  foon  as  the  French  revo- 
lution liad  broken  out,  almofl  all  Furope  entered  into  a  league 
for  its  deftru^on.  The  aggrcffion  was  real,  long  time  b^'fore  it 
was  public ;  internal  rcfiftance  was  excited  ;  its  opponent»  were 
ftvourablv  received;  their  extravagant  declamations  were  fup* 
ported ;  the  French  nation  was  infulted  in  the  perlbn  of  its  agents  $ 
and  England  fct  particulaily  this  example  by  the  dirmifTal  of  the 
minifter  accredited  to  her. — Finally,  France  was,  in  fad,  attacked 
ia  her  independence,  in  her  honour,  and  in  her  fatety,  long  time 
before  the  war  was  declared. 

lliua  it  is  to  the  projefls  of  fubjedtion,  di^Iution,  and  dil^ 
memKernient,  which  were  prepared  againft  her,  and  the  execu- 
tion of  which  was  feveral  times  attempted  and  purfued,  that 
France  has  a  right  to  impute- the  evils  which  (he  has  fulJered^  and 
thofe  which  have  afflidled  Europe.  Such  proje<5bs,  for  a  long 
time  without  example,  with  refpeft  to  fo  powerful  a  nation, 
'could  not  fail  to  bring  on  the  moft  fatal  Confequences. 

AiTailed  o;i  all  fides,  the  Republic  could  not  but  extend  unU 
Tcrfally  the  efforts  of  her  defetice;  and  it  is  only  for  the  maiii- 
ienance  of  her  own  independence  that  fhe  has  made  ufe  of  thofe 
means  which  fhe  polTefied,  in  her  own  ilrength  and  the  Courage 
of  her  citizens.     As  long  as  fhe  faw  that  her  enemies  obfimately  . 

refufcd  to  recognize  her  rights,  fhe  counted  only  upon  the  energy  1 

of  her  refinance ;  but  as  foon  aa  they  were  obliged  to  abandon 
the  hope  of  invafion,  fhe  fought  for  means  of  conciliatioa,  and 
manifciled  pacific  intentions :  and  if  thcfe  have  not  always  been 
eftcacious  ;' if,  in  the  mid  (I  of  the  critical  circumflances  of  her 
internal  lituation,  wbich  the  revolution  and  the  war -have  fuc- 
cefTively  brought  on,  the  former  depofitories  of  the  executive  au« 
(horities  in  France  have  not  alwa^f  fhewn  as  much  moderation 
as  the  nation  itfeif  has  (hewn  courage,  it  muft,  above  all,  bo 
imputed  to  the  fatal  and*  perfevering  -animofity  with  which  the 
refources  of  England  have  been  laviflicd  to  accomplifii  the  ruin  q(' 
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■ 

But  if  the  vrifiiM  of  his  Britannic  M&jeily  (m  conformity  m^th 
his  aiFarances)  are,  in  Qni(bn  with  thofe  of  the  French  Republic, 
for  the  re-eftablifhment  of  peaces  why,  inftead  of  attempting  the 
apology  of  the  war,  (hould  not  attention  be  rather  paid  to  the 
means  of  terminating  it  ?  And  what  obftacle  can  prevent  a  mu- 
tu.al  underllanding,  of  which  the  utility  is  reciprocal  and  is.  felt, 
elpecially  when  the  Firll  Conful  of  the  French  Republic  has  pei> 
fonally  given  fo  many  proofs  of  his  ea^eme(s  to  put  an  end  to 
the  caJaroitifs  of  war,  and  of  lus  difpoiltion  to  maintain  the  rigid 
obfervance  of  all  treaties  concluded? 

The  Firft  Conuil  of  the  French  Republic  could  not  doubt  that 
his  Britannic  Majefty  recognized  the  right  of  nations  to  choofe 
the  form  of  their  government,  iince  it  is  from  the  exercife  of  this 
right  that  he  holds  his  qrown  ;  but  he  has  been  unable  to  com-« 
prehend  how  to  this  fundamental!  principle,  upon  which  refts  the 
,  exigence  of  political  focicties,  the  Miniiler.  <5f  his  Majefty  could 
annex  iniinuations  which  tend  to  an  interference  in  the  internal 
affairs  of  the  Republic,  and  which  are  no  left  injurious  to  the 
French  nation  and  to  its  government,  thaii  it  would  be  to  Eng- 
land and  to  his  Majefty^  if  a  fort  of  invitation  were  held  out  in- 
favour' of  that  republican  government  of  which  England  adoptedT 
the  forms  in  the  middle  of  the  lad  bentury,  or  an  exhortation  to 
recall  to  the  throne  that  family  whom  their  binh  had  placed  there^ 
and  whom  a  revolution  compelled  to.defccnd  from  it. 

'  If  at  periods  not  far  diflant,  when  the  conflitutional  fyflem  of ' 
the  Republic  prefented  neither  the  ftrength  nor  the  fdlidity  whicli 
it  contains  at  prefent,  •  his  Britannic  Majefty  thought  hinrfdf  en>^- 
ablcd  to  invite  a  negociation  and  pacific  conferences  ^  how  is  it 
poffible  that  he  inould  not   be  eager  to  renew  negooiations  to - 
which  the  prefent  and  reciprocal  fituation  of  affair^"  promifeft  a; 
rapid  progrefs.     On  every  lidc  the  voice'  of  nations  and  of'  hu- 
manity implores  the  condlulion   of  m  war,  marked  already  by 
fuch  great  calamities,  and  the  prolongation  of  wliich  threaten*- 
Europe  with  an  univerlal  convulfion  and  irremediable  evils.     It 
Is,  therefore,  to  put  a  flop  to  the  courfe  of  thefe  oalanrities«  or  in* 
order  that  their  terrible  confequcnces.may  be  reproached  to  thofe 
only  who  (hall  have  provoked  them,  that  the  firlV  Conful  of  the 
French  Republic  propofes  to  put  an  immediate  end  tD  hoflilldes^ 
by  agreeing  to  a  fufpenfion  of  arms,  and  naming*  plenipotentiaries 
on  each  iide,  who  (hould  repair  to  Dankirk,  or  any  other  tgwn* 
as  advahtageoufly  iitiiated  for  the  quicknefs  of  the  reipe^vecomf^ 
mninications,  ^nd  fhould  apply  themfelves,  without  any  delays 
te  eflFedb  ihA  re-e^bliihment  of  peace  and  good  under ftandiagbe* 
tween  the  French  Republic  and  England.  ^  * 

The  Firft  Gonial  offers  to  give  the  pafTportt  whifch  xxiiy  be 
necedary  for  this  purpofe. 

(SigHtxl)  Ch.  MaV.  TAl.L£7iakM 

Paris,  the  S4th  Nivofe,  ( 1 4tly  Jan.  1 600; ) 
'  Eighth  Year  of  tke  French  Bepublic,' 
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Letter  from  Lord  Grcarillc^  to  the  Minifter  for  Fe^rcign  Afiatrs 

at  Paris. 

Sir,  Do wning-Street,  January  20,  1900. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inclofe  tocyounhc  anfwer  which  his  Ma- 
jefty  has  diredled  me  to  return  to  the  official  note  which  you 
tranfmitted  to  me. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  high  confideration.  Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

(Signed)  G&KMViLLB. 

To  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
&:c.  &c.  at  Paris. 

No.  ff- 
Notc  referred  to  in  the  preceding  Number. 

The  otficiai^j)ote  trainfniitted  by  the  Minifler  for  Foreign  Af^ 
£urs  in  France,  and  received  by  the  underiigned  on  the  Idth  in* 
fiant,  has  been  laid  before  the  King. 

His  Ma;cfty  cannot  forbear  exp reding  the  concern  with  which 
be  obferves  in  that  note,  that  the  unproiroked  aggrelitons  of 
France,  the  fole  caufe  and  origin  of  the  war,  are  fyltematically  \ 

defended  by  her  preient  rulers,  under  the  fame  injurious  pretences 
by  whicH'  they  were  originally  attempted  to  be  difguifed.  His 
Majefty  will  not  enter  into  the  refutation  of  allegations  now  uni- 
verially  exploded,  and  (>n  fo  far  as  they  relpe(^  his  Majefty  *s  ^ 

tondu(5i:)  not  only  in  themfelves  utterly  groundlefs,  but  contra- 
di^d  both  by  the  internal  evidence  of  the  tranfadlions  to  which 
they  relate,  and  alfo  bgr  the  exprefs  tellimony  (given  at  the  time) 
of  the  government  of  France  itfelf. 

With  rcipedt  to  the  objeft  of  the  note,  his  Majefty  can  only  - 
Itf  r  to  the  anfwer  which  he  has  already  given.    ^ 

He  has  explained,  without  referve,  the  obflades  which,  in 
his  judgment,  preclude  at  the  prcfent  moment  all  hope  of  ad- 
Y&ntage  from  negotiation.  All  the  inducements 'to  treat,  which 
arcTefied  upon  io  the  French  official  note;  the  perfonal  difpofi- 
tions  which  are  faid  to  prevail  for  the  conclufion  of  peace,  and  for 
thii  future  oblervancc  of  treacies  ;  the  power  of  infuring  the  dfedi 
of  thofe  difpofitions,  luppoting  them  to  cxilt ;  and  the  folldify  of 
the  fyftcm  newly  eftablifhed,  after  fo  rapid  a  fucceflion  of  revo- 
lutions ;  all  theie  are  points  which  can  be  known  only  fiom  that 
teil  to  winch  his  Majeily  has  already  referred  them-^^the  refult 
of  cUperience  and  the  evidence  of  fa<5U. 

'With  that  iincerity  and  plainnels  which  his  anxiety  for  the 
fc-cftabli(hment  of  peace  indifpenfably  required,  his  M^efty  has 
pointed  oUt  to  France  thefureit  and  fpeedieft  means  for  the  attain- 
ment of  that  great  obje^  But  he  has  declared  in  terms  equally 
cxpllcit,  and  with  the  fame  iincerity,  that  he  entertains  no  defiicr 
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to  pr«icribe  to  a  foreign  nation  the  form  of  its  jgoveraixiMt ;  th^ 
he  loolu  onjy  to  the  fecurity  of  his  o.wn  dpmiaioiis  and  of  Europe  ; 
and  that  whenever  that  eflential  obje^  can,  in  his  judement»  be,  ia' 
any  manner  whatever,  fufiiciently  provided  for,  he  will  eagerly  con-* 
cur  with  his  allies  jn  (he  means  of  immediate  and  joint  negociation' 
for  the  re-eftabli(hmertt  of  joint  tranquillity.  ^ 

To  thefe  declarations  his  Majefty  ileiidily  adtieres ;  and  it  is  onlf 
on  the  grounds  thus  ^ated  that  his  regard  to  the  fafety  of  his  fub- 
]e6ls  will  fufier  him^  to  renounce  that  fyftem  of  vigorous  defence^ 
to  which,  under  the  favour  of  Providence,  his  kingdoms  owe  ibc 
fecurity  of  thofe  bleffings  which  they  now  enjoy. 

(Signed)  Gubnvxllk,. 


Rep9$^  if  the  Jfi^u/e  pf  Commons  n^eiflng  Brtudy  Qm^  fiu 

on  t/je  loth  February^  i8oo. .  ,» 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confidcr  'Of  meant  for  'rendering 
more  effedual  the  Provifioos  of  an  A£t,  made  in  the  x3th  Year 

'  of  the  Reign  of  his  pre&ut  Majefty,  intituiedf  V  An  A^  for 
better  regulating  the  Affiee  and  making  of  Bread;*'  and  who' 
were  inf^ruSed  to  conlider  of  the  moft  effechxal  Meant  of  re* 
xnedyingany  Inconveniencies  which  may  arife  from  the  Def;.* 
ciency  pf  the  lad  Crop  of  Grain;  and  empowered  to  report' 
the  Proceedings,  from  Time  to  Tinie,  to  the  Houfe: 

Have  proceeded,  in  purfuance  of  the  orders  of  the  Houfe^  ta, 
c;oii^der  of  the  proviiions  of  the  laid  A^;  an4  are  decided^  of 
opinion,  that  the  AA  in  its  prefeut  (lafe  is  completely  ioeflfedual 
for  the  purpoles  for  v'hicb  it  was  intended ;  that  the  reguiationg 
contained  in  it  areio^mafliv'refpei^  defective;  and  that  the  exe«, 
cution  of  it  ^oqld  be  totally  incompatible  with  the  preftnt  mode  of 
fetting  the  ailize  of  bread  py  law,  and  wpuld  anfwer  no  objc£t,  un^' 
lefs,  at  the  time  wheti  bakers  are  prohibited  from  making,  accord, 
ing  to  the  demand  of  their  cufiomers,  difierent  kinds  oi  br^adf. 
millerjs  Ihould  be  prohibited  from  manufa^uring  dilFereiit  fonts^oi' 
4our, 

Your  Commictee  proceeded  next  to  coniider,  how  far  it  might 
be  properao  recomn^end  to  the  Hooiie  to  adopt  fuch  further  re^ 
gulations  and  redrictions;  and  as  they  underftood  a  prejudice  exifl- 
ed  in  fame  parts  of  the  country  ^gainil  any  coarfer  fort  of  bread 
than  that  which  is  at  pref^nt  known  by  the  name  of  *'  fine  houfe- . 
hold  bread,"  on  the  ground  that  the  former  was  leis  wholefome  and  . 
nutritious  than  the  latter,  they  thought  it  important  to  obtain  the 
opinions  of  fome  eminent  and  refpeoable  phyficians  on  this  point. 
.  1^  refult  of  their  evidence  appears  to  be^  that  although  a  cnange 
#f  any  fort  of  food^  which  forms  {6  great  sv  part  pi  the  fuftenance . 
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^.  mn^  migbt,  for  ^  tim^  a|b£l  fpoie  ^pftituttons»  that  as  (bos 
iii  perfons  were  haUituatea  to  it,  the  ilandard  wbeaten  bread«  or 
<veii  bread  of  a  q^arfer  (brt,  wbu}d  be  eaually  whqiefotne  with  the 
fine  wheateo  bread  which  ismow  generally  uied  ii^  the  metropolis ; 
but  tbat  in  their  opinion,  the  fine  wbeaten  bread  woal^  go  further 
with  perfons  whoT»ve  no  other  food^  than  the  fame  quantitj  of  a 
•  bread  of  a  coarfer  fort.' 
'  Your  Committee  were  next  defirous  of  afcertaintng,  whether  a 
%ndard  bread  was  likely  to  be  acoeptable  to  the  people  of  this  me- 
6;;opoIis;  thef  have  examined  for  this  purpofe  fereral  cbhfiderable 
bafcersy  who  agree  in  ftating,  that  fcarcely  any  brJead  b  con&med 
in  the  metropolis  but  that  which  is  made  froin  the  fine  wheatea 
Aour;  that  attempts  have  been  formerly  made  in  times  cf  fcarci^ 
to  introduce  a  txiarfer  fpecies^of  bread  into  ufe,  but  without  fuc- 
cefs$  and  that,  ia-their  opinton^,  the  high  priteof  bread  would  be. 
confidered,  by  the  lower  claflte  of' people,  as  a  {mail  evtl,whea 
compared  with  anymeafures  which  would  have  the  eflft6t  of  coo^ 
|Ntfling  them  ui^MBfume  a  bna^to  which  tbey  have  not  been  ae* 
cuftomed. 

Your  Gommittiee  then  proceeded  to  enquire,  whether  a  mealiire^ 
which  compaUed  tht  miUm  to  Bsamifiidwre  only  one  fort  of  flour^ 
would  be  ltkri|r  to  inereaie  the  quaotity  of  fuiienance  for  aian. 
It  has  been  ftated  lo  yonr  CommitteB,  that,  according  to  the  mode 
af  J^nanniadartag  iour  for  London  and  its  neighbourhoodf  a 
buihel  -of  wbea^  weighing  telhs.  produced  47lbs.  of  flour,  of  all' 
defcriplioiiSr  which  wttt  applied  in  various  ways  dircdl^  to  the 
foflesi^nce  of  man ;  that  about  ilh.  was  the  wafte  in  grinding,  and 
the  remaining  lalb.confifted  of  bran  and  pbUards,  which  were 
made.ufe  of  tor  feedine  poultry,  fwtne,  and  cattle.  It  has,  bow-* 
ever,«  been  faggefted,  mat  if  only  one  fort  of  flour  was  permitted 
tobe'nmde,.and  a  diSerent  mode  of  drelling  it  was  aaopted^fo' 
<B  to  leave-  in  it  the  finer  pollards,  jdlbs.  oFfiour  might  be,  ex- 
trafteitfirom  a  bufhel  of  wheaty  of  the  before  mentioned  weighty 
iafi^d  of  47lbs. ;  that  this  proportion  of  the  wbea^  would  afford 
a  wbolefome  and  nuiritioua  food,  and  would  add  to  the  quaotitv* 
for  the  fuftenance  of  man,  in  place;?  where  the  fine  houfehoid 
bread  is  'now  ufed,  5lbs.  on  every  bufhel,  or  fomewhat  more, 
than  one  ninth.  But  as  this  iavin^  ts  computed  on  a  finer  wheat, 
and  of  greater  weight  per  bufliel  than  the  average  of  the  laft 
crop  n>ay  produce,  and  can  only  a^ly  to  thofe  places  which  have' 
been  ftated,  and  as  a  coarfer  bread  is  afttnlly  in  ufe  in  many  parts, 
of  the  coiintry,  the  faving  on  the  whole  ronfumption  wauld,  ac-» 
cording  to  this  calculltionrbe  very  confideraWy  reduced,  * 

Your  Committee  have  confidered  how  far  other "^frcomfhnces 
might  Operate,  or  the  feving  likely  to  be  made  of  flour  by  adoptin|r 
this  propofkion  :  they  begleavi  in  the  firfl  place  to  obfcrve,  that^ 
if  the  pnyficians  are  well  founded  in  their  opinion,  that  ^read  of  i^ 
coaifo^  quality  will  not  go  equally  fSw  with  the  fine  wheaten  bread, 
an  increafini  confomptton  of  bread'Would  be  the  conftquence  of  the 
meafvrej  god  this  increafed  confumption  might,  in  a  confiderable' 
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t!f  gree,  male  up  Tor  any  iaving  which  might  rdiilt  from  the  uft  of 
the  finer  pollards:  in  the  fecond  phkre,  if  the  millers  wereper-> 
thined  to  make  only  poe  fort  of  flQur*  it  is  to  be  apprehended,  that, 
fieves  would  be  introduced  into  many  private  faftnlies  for  the  pur-/ 
pofe  of  lifting  the  tfour  to  different  degrees  of  fineoeis :  fnch  n^ 
{iradice  mighf,  in  times  of  fcarcity^  increafc  the  -etib  whieh  it 
would  be  the  intention  of  Parliahient  to  remedy.  The  quantit)^ 
t»f  floiur  extrafted  from  a  buihel  of  wheat,  depends  very  much  ooi 
the  ikill  of  the  miller,  and  the  perfeAion  of  bis  madiioery.  The 
extent  of  his  concern,  and  his  intereft  in  his  trade,  is  a  fecority  that 
he  will  endeavour  to  draw  from  the  grain  whatever  it  will  produce  r 
but  the  comparative  want  of  ikill»  and  want  of  attefittoa  to  the 
nicer  parts  of  the  operation,  in  private  fiimilies,  might  lead  upon' 
the  whole  toa  v^y  ^reat  and  unaecdBary  expenditure  and  wafte  of 
flour.  '  . 

*  Your  Cbpmittn^  are  of  opinion^  that  to  change  by'fanr  Ae  food 
of  a  large  part  pf  the  community,  is  a  meafure  of  the  gresteit  de^ 
h'cacy,  and  on  the  face  of  it  hiehhr  objeftionaUe. .  if  a  confideraUe 
benefit  cQuld  be  proved  to  arife  rrom  it  lo  the  oommliiiilj  at  hc^r 
your  coi^ixiittee  might  be  induced  fioreodmmend  it,  notwithihindmg 
any  ihcoaveniencies  which  might  for  a  time  refoit  ^m  it ;  but 
fi'om  all  the  ponGderatioii  your  committee  baire  beeoablejkogivd 
to  this  fubje&i  and  from  the  evidence  which  haarappeared  be-^ 
fore  them,  they  are  not  iatisfied  tba£  any  laving  would  arife.  pro- 
portionate to  the  difadvantages  that  iwould,  in  thie  firft  iaftance^ 
Accellarily  Attend  upon  it. 

Your  Committee  have  hitherto  confined  their  obiervaiions  to  the 
idea  of  compeilinflr  the  people,  bf  law,  to  iconfutne  a  particular 
fort  of  bread. .  They  are  forry,  however,  to  jbe  under  thenoeefllty' 
of  flating,  that,  in  confequence  of  the  laft  wet  and  tnfaroarable 
feafon,^be  crops  have  been  unufuAily  deficient;  and  although  a- 
coofiderable  importation  of  wheat  from  foreim  cotfntries  has  al'^. 
ready  taken  place,  and  more  may  be  expe^cd,  yet  they  feeJ,'that 
they  ihould  not  difcharge  their- dilty,  unle&they  ftrongly  reoom-* 
meiided  to  all  individuals  to  u&  every  dieana  in  their  power  to  re« 
duce  the  confumpt^on  of  wheaten  flcwr  in  their  ftmities,  and  en- 
courage in  the  dihrid  in  which  they  live,  by  their -eitample,  iilflu- 
ence,  and  authoc'rty,  every  poffible  economy  of  thir article* 

ImpreiTed  with  the  idea  of  the  iaipoFtance  of  fuch  economy, aC 
the  pfefeoc  moment,  your  committee  eam^l^  redommeod  the 
^ptfoo  of  a  mca{urei  which,  from  the  mjmmont  (minion  of. 
thole  who  bavf^ppeared  in  evidenoe  before  tbem,  wouM  lead  to  a 
ytsy  coniiderable  faving  of  wheat  flour.  The  evidence  of  the 
bakers  who  have  been  examined  beforo  your  Committee,  cannot 
fliil  to  convince  the  HoXxfe,  that  in  families  where  bread  whieh  has 
been  baked  for  fome  hours  is  u(cd,  the  copfumption  is  i^r  k6 
confiderable,  than  in  thofe  where  it  is  the  coftom  to  eat  it  new. 
They  dtiFer  in  the  proportipa  of  this  iJiving^  fooie  hate Haladi  it . 
at  amounting  to  oqtHiiiiidi  fome  sia  amounting  to  one^fifth,  aod^ 
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cthfrs  only  to  one-eighth ;  but  when  it  is  confidered,  that  one-hatf 
of  the  bread  in  Londbn  is  con&imed  the  xlay  on  which  it  is  baked^ 
there^can  be  no  doubt  that  a  great  faring  would  enfue  (perhaps  one- 
tenth  or  twelfth  part  of  the  whole  coniumption  in  London)  if  the 
bakers  were  prohibited  from  felling  it  uiKil  twenty-four  hours  after 
it  was  baked.  Your  Committee  are  ilrongly  induced  to  reoom-^ 
mend  this  meafure,  from  the  coniiderationthat  a  very  rcfpedabfe' 
tihvficiah  has  given  it  as  his  decided  opinioti,  that  new'  bread  is  far 
lels  wholefome  than  that  which  has  been  baked  a  certain  number 
of  hours;  and  they  think  it  important  to  add,  that  in  the  opi-* 
nion  of  the  bakers  m  tbeTnetropolis,  no  material  inconvenience  or 
detriment  to  their  trade  would  arife  from  adopting  this  regula- 
tion. 

Vour  Committee  have  heard,  with  very  great  concern,  that 
from  the  midaken  application  of  the  charity  of  individuals,  in 
^me  parts  of  the  couhtry,  flour  and  bread  have  been  delivered  to 
the  pcK>r  at  a  reduced  price ;  a  praAice  which  may  contribute  ^cry 
connderably  to  increafe  the  inconveniencies  ariiing  from  the  defi** 
^iency  of  the  laft  crop :  and  they  recommend  that  all  charity  and 
parochial  relief  (hou)d  be  given,  as  far  as  is  prafticabFe»  in  any 
other  article  except  bread,  ^our,  and  money,  and  that  the  part  of 
k  which  is  necc(&rv  for  the  fuftenance  of  the  poor,  fhould  be  dif- 
tributed  in  foupSrHce,  potatoes,  or  other  fubAitutes.  Your  Com* 
mittee  are  of  opinion,  that  if  this. regulation  was  geirerally  adopted^ 
^t  would  not  only,  in  a  vciy  great  degree,  contribute  to  economize 
at  this  time  the  confumption  of  flour,  but  it  might  have  the  eiftrcb 
of'gradnaHy  introducing  into  ufe,  a  more  wholefome  and  nutri- 
tious fpecies  of  food  than  that  to  which  the  poor  are  at  prefent  ac- 
cuilomed.  ,  , 

Your  Committee  think  it  important -to  ftate,  before  they  con- 
clude, that  grovrrnment,  in  conformity  to  the  decfaration  of  the 
Chancellor  ot  the  Exchequer  in  the  laft  feflion  of  Parliament,  kave 
abflifmed  from  all  interference  in  the  purchafes  of  corn  in  the  fo- 
reign markets ;  and,  as  they  conteive  the  fpecivlations  of  indivi- 
duab  are  more  likely  to  produce  an  adequate  fupply  of  foreign 
wheat  at  the  prefent  criiis,  than  any  other  meafures  that  could  be 
adopted,  the  policy  of  government  in  this  refpeft  meets  wittk  the 
decided  approbation  of  your  Committee. 


Second  Report  if  the  Houfe  if  Commons  njpe^lng  Breads  Corn^ 

(^i\  OH  the  bth  March f  i8oo. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  coniider  o£  the  Me^ins  for  rendering 
more  efFeAual  the  Provifions  of  an  A^,  made  in  the  jjth  Year 
of  the  Reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  intituled, -^^  An  A&  for 

.  better  regulating  the  Affize  and  making  of  Bread ;"  and  w.ho 
were  inftrudted  to  coniider  of  the  mofl  cffeApal  Means  of  re* 
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.  snedying  any  Inconvenieocies.  which  may  a'rife  'from  the 'defi* 
ciency  of  the  laft  Crop  of  Grain ;  and  empowered  to  re{k>Jt 
.  ^their  Proceedings,  from  Time  to  Time,  to  tt|e  Houfe ; 

.  Have^  (ince  their  lail  report,  receired  additional. iaformi^tioB  re-* 
(peding  the  deficiency  of  the  late  crops  of  gi'ain  Ui  ifiany  pav^  of 
the  country,  particularly  in  Scotland  ;  the  refult  of  v![bich  ha$  ioi- 
Drefled  your  Committee  with  the  propriety,  of  fuggeding  fucb  me* 
Uiods,  as  appear  to  them  mod  likely  to  be  effectual,  for.  dimiuilbr 
ing  the  confumption  of  corn,  for  encouraging  the  importation 
from  abroad,  and  for  bringing  into  extenUve  ufe  fuch'  fttbflilutes 
as  may  ifupply  the  place  of  it;  and  for  this  |>urpofe  they  are  de-* 
firous  of  calling  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  following  points  t 

Firfl.— The  expediency  of  eivmg  a  bounty  to  encourage  the 
importation  of  corn  from  the  Mediterranean  and  America. 

Second. — The  propriety,  of  individuals  x*educing  the  confump- 
tion of  flour  in  their  families. 

Third. — ^Thc  propriety  of  fiibje^ng  millers  to  fomc  n^w  regu- 
lations. 

Fourth.— The  adoption  of  a  new  table  of  afSae.  .    . 

,  Fifth.— The  encouragement  of  the  ufe  of  rice  and  Indian  corn* 

Sixth. — ^The  encouragement  of  the  growth  of  potatoes^. 'and 
other  nutritive  vegetables.. 

Seventh.— The  expediency  of  procuring  a  confiderablc  fupply  <rf 
food  from  the  fifheries.  .     . 

.  £ighth.-^The  expediency  of  flopping  the  didillerics. 
.  X. — Your  Committee  have  received  mformation,  that  confider- 
able  fupplies  of  wheat  may  probably  be  obtained  from  the  couatries  . 
in  the  Mediterranean^  and  from  America,  whidh  at  the  prefent 
prices  would  be  impoited  to  very  great  profit ;  but  as  feveral  months 
would  elapfe  before  fuch  fupplies  could  be  brought  to  this  counti^y^ 
^d  as  it  is  poflible  that  during  that  period  the  prices  of  all  fort$  of 
grain  may  tall  confi^crably,  particularly  if  there  (liould  be  aproi«* 
ycA  of  a  very  abundant  harveft;  and  as  fuch  a  fall  of  prices  might 
occafion  a  veiy  great  lofs  to  the  importers,  fuch  as  took  pface  in 
^he  year  1796,  your  Committee  are  apprehenfive  that  merchants 
will  not  be  induced  to  fpeculate,  unlefs  they  receive  fome  <fncourage- ' 
uient  from  Parliament :  they  therefore  fugged,  how  far  it  may  oe 
proper  to  offer  fuch  a  conditional  bounty,  as  may  be  likely  to  fe* 
cure  the  merchants  againft  any  probable  lodes  they  might  incur  ia 
importing  wheat  or  flour  from  the  Mediterranean  or  America,  be« 
fore  the  month  of  OAober.  The  prices  of  wheat  in  the  Mediter* 
ranean  are  ftated  to  be  from  about  50s.  to  60s.  per  qiiarter,  or  303. 
per  fack.  If  Parliament  Ihould  therefore  think  proper  to  provide^ 
that  in  cafe  the  average  price  throughout  the  kingdom,  as  uated  in 
the  Gazette,  Ihould  fall  below  90s.  per  quarter,  and  the  average 
price  of  flour  (hould  fall  below  90s.  per  lack,  the  difference  be- 
tween the  market  price  and  90s.  fhouU  be  made  up  by  a  bounty 
to  the  importer^  it  might  afford  a  veiy  gondderable  encouragement 

t^ 
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p  f&cmpi  &pply>  qooiifteat  with  the  reduction  6f  the  prices  in 
Itome  BWirlLct. 

8. — Yottr  Comminee  have  great  fattsftftion  to  being  able  to- 
Ibte,  that  many  indivi«{V2al^  in*  different  dafles  of  life»  hare  al-> 
ready  efibfiuaiij  reduced  the  confumption  of  bread  aodAoarin 
their  Csmtlies ;  and  that  the  iavitig  which  ha$  been  made  in  eodie- 
ouence  is  ver^  cpofiderable,  in  luany  iixftsLBcea  amoHotine  to  one*-- 
rourth,  and  in  fome  evea  to  one'third,  of  their  ufual  eooinmptioii* 
tf  fuch  a  practice  ihould  become  general,  it  would  ptodace  the 
moft  bentncial  efTeda.  Your  Committee  fecommead»  therefore, 
to  every  houfdteeper,  to  reduce  the  quantity  of  bi^d  ufed  ip  his 
family  to  one  quartern  loaf  per  week  for  each  perfoiit  whkh  hai 
been  found,  by  experiment,  to  be  fufBcient ;  and  li^wrfe  to  ab«^ 
Ibtn,  as  far  as  pollible,  from  the  ufe  of  flour  fer  all* other  pur^ 
pofes.  ^  " 

3  —Your  Committee  have  been  informed,  that  conCdcrSble  in- 
convenience has  been  fett,  from  millers  refufine  to  grind  the  ibrts 
of  flour  neceflary  for  making  the  Srowa  bread  i  and  they  are  of 
opinion,  that  to  remedy  this  inconvenience,  it  noay  be  expedient  tof 
fubjed  millersito  fome  new  regulations. 

-  4.-«'For  reafons  given  in  their  former  report,^  your  Committee 
cannot  recommend,  any  compuifoij  la^  for  the  Ufe  of  only  one 
Ibrt  of  bread,  or  the  grinding  ot  only  one  ion  of  floor ;  butT 
Ikrongly  imprefled  with  the  advantage  that  might  refult  frofn  the 
ufe  apd  confumption  of  bread  made  of  the  wnole  meal,  or  of  ar 
great  propor^ork  thereof,  they  think  proper  toobferve,  thatbjr  the 
manner  in  which  the  aflize  is  now  fet»  the  profit  of  the  baker  is  hr 
more  confiderabi^  upon  the  iine  vvheaten  broad,  than  oo  that  of  t* 
coarfer  quality;  and  your  Committee  recommend  therefore^  that  n 
new  table  of  aifize  ihould  be  framed  to  remedy  thb  inconv^iente^ 
nnd  to  promote  the  ufe  of  coarfer  meal. 

5.«--*Yqur  Committee  have  great  (atisfiiAion  in  fb^ting,  that  t 
confiderable  fupply  of  rice  and*Indian  com  may  be  obtained  from 
AmeHca;  that,  mixed  in  certain  propohions' with  wheats  they' 
make  a  mod  wholefome  and  nutritious  bread ;  and  that  the  moflf 
damaged  wheat  mav  not  only  be  ufed,  but  rendered  palatable  by  a 
mbtture  of  rice,  wfiich,  by  repeated  experiments,  has  been  found  to 
correct  the  defeds  of  it.  This  conflderation,  that  much  damaged 
wh^ar  and  grain,  otherwifo  unferviceable,  may  be  made  into  whole- 
fome and  {Matable  bread,  by  bcitig  mixed  with  rice,  fbggefls  the 
importance  of  extending  to  this  latter  article  the  fame  econorpy  as 
that  which  is  recommended  in  the  ufe  of  wheat,  and  of  refdirhigit 
as  much  as'  poffible  for  the  above  important  pm^Mfe. 

Your  Committee,  fenfible  of  the  important  nfe  of  rice  at-  the 
prefent  moment,  are  induced  to  recommend,  upon  a  comparative  • 
view  of  the  prices  of  that  article  in  this  country,  itnd  thp  other  - 
eouotries  in  Europe,  that  a  boimty  (hould  be  given,  on  the  fame  , 
principle  as  that  with  refpeft  to  corn,  on  the  importation  of  rice, 
whidi  ihpuld  iecure  to  the  importer  the  price. of  il.  i5S.pcrcwt. 

if 


,  ftSfOaT  Oy  THE  VCHIN  COMMITTCC.  90f 

if  ^Ibc  market  price  AmuU  fall  beiow  that  fnin.  Avd  jrair  Cms* 
miUec  likewlfeiubmit,  whether  it  toMf^ot  be  escpedient  that  toac 
bounty  ihould  alfo  be  given^  on  the  (m€  principle  oq  the  iipporcar 
tion  of  Indian 'coro. 

6.«^Your  Committee  are  of  opinion,  that  it  it  probable  that 
coniideraWe  itlief  ma^  be  af&rdedy.tf  proper  encouragement  it 
given  to  the  growth  ot  potatoes,  and  other  nutritive  vegetables  i' 
and  they  recom^xiead  therefore  to  landlords,  to  permit  and  encourage 
their  tenanttto  break  up  a  limited  quaniity  of  land,  according  to 
the  circumftances  of  the,  edate,  for  the  cultivation  of  potatoet  and 
pea(e :  and  your  Conunitlee  fuggeft,  that  it  nfyy  be  expedient  that 
provifion  (hould  t>e  made  by  Jaw,  for  a  given  time,  to  enable  lordi 
of  manors,  or  iudividuais^  or  pari&  oiiicefs  on  behalf  of  the  pariilv 
with  the  confeot  of  the  lord  of  the  manor,  to  break  up  a  quantity 
of  commop  land,  and  to  cultivate  it  with  potatoes. 

7. — It  has.appeared  ii^ evidence  before  ^nour  Committee,  that  in 
fome  paits  of  Scotland  and  in  Cornwall,  the  lower  orders  of  people 
%re  c^nfuming  at  this  time  great  qnantitiet  of  fifli,  which  make  no 
inco^ilderabie  part  of  their  fuftenaiicfe ;  and  your  Comimittee  on» 
derdand  that  a  krge  quantity  of  Swedifli  herrings  may  be  obtained 
from  Gottenburgh,  and  the  neighbmiring  ports;  at  a  very  realbii« 
ablenrice:  they  recommend,  therefore,  that  the  Swedifli  herringt 
fliouidy  for  a  limited  tiour,  be  imported  duty-free.  And  at  an  en** 
Cpuragenxent  to  our  own  hfheries,  anff  to  encreaie  the  fupply  at  tb» 
preient  mqmeot,  they  fugged  the  propriety  of  giving  a  bounty  equi- 
valent to  2s.-8ci.  per  barrel  (if  proper  regulations  can  be  adopted 
to  provide  againil  fraud)  on  the  <^ure  of  mackarei,  orof  dtherfifii 
caught  in  the  mackarel  filhery,  for  home  oonfiimption  ;•  and  your 
Convnittee,  under  the  prefeot  circumftaiicet,  ftronriy  recommend 
the  difiribution  of  fifii  as  an  article  of  parochial  relief,  which  mif 
be  obtaii^ed  in  many  parts  of  thd  country,  in  great  quantities,  at  a 
very  moderate  price. 

8. — An  opinion  being  prevalent  in  many  parts  of  the  cooqtrjr, 
and  particularly  in  Scotland  and  Wales,  that  a  ^reat  increaie  of  food 
for  n^an  might  be  obtained  A'om  doppiag  thediftilleries  to  England, 
your  Committee  thought  it  their  duty  thoroughly,  to  inveftigatOL 
this  fubje^.'  The  ouantity  of  barley  conRimed  in  the  diiHIleries 
has  be^o  ilated  by  leveral  of  the  perfbns  engaged  in  the  trade*' 
u'hofe  evidence  is  completely  corroborated  bj  that^  of  one  of  the 
commidiaoers  of  excite,  who  has  delivered  into  your  Conmiittee 
calculations  On  the  fubjed,  fo  nearly  agreeing  with  the  accounts^ 
given  by  thcr  diQillers,  as. to  fatisfy  your  Cocnmittee  that  thqr 
^re  fufficiently  accurate  for  the  puipufe  of  forming  their  opinion. 

It  appears  that  the  whole  quantity  of  barley  confumea  in  the. 
l^iglim  di^itierles,  amounts  ouly  to  between  szo  and  250,000 
<iuartei?  annually ;  that  in  con&qu;;nce  of  the  diftillers  having  been 
alloMJ^ed  the  \\(o  of  fupr  at  the  low  duties,  the  confumption  of 
graiM  has  been  v(^y  oivch  dio^iniflifd ;  tfa^the  diftiilenes  continue,. 

working 
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working  from  the  month  of  November  until  the  middle  or  end  o^ 
i/k^y ;  tnat  all  that  can  be  wanting  to  complete  their  works  in  the 
|>re&nt  year  cannot  exceed  53  or  55^000  quarters ;  tbat^  the  dilliU 
ieries  were  prohibited  the  ufe  of  wheat,  the  only  grain  ufcd  in  the 
£ngli(h  diftilleries  befides  barley,  by  an  a6l  paired  in  the  month  of 
Odober-  laft ;  and  that  in  confequence  of  the  deficiency  of  the 
crops  in  the  iaft  harveft^  and  to  remore  all  dil&tislaAion  on  ac* 
•count  of  their  .trade,  they  entered  into  an  agreement  to  make  ufe 
of  no  barley  in  their  diftilleries  but  what  was  damaged,  or  of  infe* 
rior  quality;  to  which  agreement,  by  the  evidence  before  your 
Committee,  they  appear  to  have  ftri^ly  adhered.  It  appears,  like* 
wife,  that  very  large  numbers  of  fwine  and  cattle  are  anally  ied 
iirom  the  refufe  of  the  diftilleries;  and  that  if  they  were  prohibited 
from  working,  the  fuppiy  of  meat  would  be  dimtnifhed,  or  the 
feeders  of  cattle  and  diftiJlers,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  metro<- 
polis,  would  be  under  the  neceffitv  of  ufing,  at  a  great  expence,  a 
quantity  of  grain  iu  feeding  their  Iwine  and  cattle,  which,  perhaps, 
would  not  fall  very  far  fhort  of  that  which  would  in  the  firft  in"* 
llance  be  confumed  in  the  diftilleries ;  and  your  Committee  caqnbt 
iri'oid  obferving,  that  in  either  of  theie  cafts,  the  price  of  meat 
iBuft  be  expected  to  rife  confiderably,  fo  as  very  materially  to  afl^ 
the  lower  orders  of  the  people,  who  are  now  deriving  extenfive  re- 
lief m  the  metropolis,  and  m  many  parts  of  the  country,  from  the 
cftabliftiment  of  foup  (hops,  and  to  bear  with  ftil}  greater  preffure 
upon  thofe  clafles  of  the  community  which  are  immediately  above 
them. 

Your  Committee  have  purpofcly  avoided  ftating  the  cffcft  which 
^  ftopping  of  the  diftillery  might  produce/on  the  revenue,  being 
anxious  that  no  coniideration  of  revenue  ftiould  interfere,  provided 
the  expeAed  relief  could  really  be  obtained  ;  but  when  tney  con^ 
&der  how  fnull  would  be  the  quantity,  and  how  inferior  tbe  qua« 
lity  of  the  barley  that  could  be  iaved,  and  the  efTeft  likely  to  fa^ 
produced  on  the  prices  of  other  articles,  and  the  courfe  of  other 
trades,  they  cannot  fee  any  advantage  that  would  refult  from  it,' 
{it€icient  to  jufiify  your  Coqamittee  in  recommending  it  to  tbe 
Uouie. 

Your  Committee  have  omitted  to  fubjoin  any  propofal  for  pro- 
hibiting the  ufe  of  wheat  in  the  manufacture  of  ftarch,  conceiving 
k  to  be  a  very ,  inconftderable  objed ;  and  being  further  informed 
fhat  meafures  have  been  taken  to  procure  a  fupplv  of  this  article 
by  importation  from  abroad,  and  that  the  principal  manufacturers 
have  voluntarily  reiinqui(hcd  the  ufe  of  it :  they  however  think, 
that,  in  juftice  to  them,  the  difufe  (houtd  be  made  general  by  a 
prohibition.  , 

Your  Committee  have  great  fatisfinAioa  4n  ftating,  that  the  mea- 
iiire  adopted  by  the  legiflature,  for  prohibiting  the  iaie  of  any 
bread  which  had  not  bii:n  baked  twenty-four  nours,  has  already 
produced  the  moft  beneficial  efieAi,    l>y  the  declaration  of  the 

mafter» 
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maAer,  wardens,  and  court  of  affiftants  of  the  company  of  bakers, 
annexed  to  this  report,  it  appears  -that  the  confumption  of  Bread  i& 
the  metrv>|)Dli6  is  reduced^  in  cbnfequence  joi  it»  ac  ieafl  one^iixth 
part. 


The  f§Uowing<ire  exirafftd from  the  Appendix  to  the  farfi  Report 
of  4he  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  refpeiting  Breads 
Corrtf  He,  as  fame  of  the  mofi  important  Examinations  itxon* 
tains. 

Examination  of  Dr.  John  Co^rkley  Lettfom. 

ARE  you  of  opinion  that  bread  made  of  the  whole  of  the  flour, 
Ts  equally  nutritious  and  wholefome  with  that  made  of  the  fineft 
wheateh  flour  ? 

Firft,  reipefting  their  being  equally  mitritious,  I  am  of  opi« 
nion  the  coarfer  is  not  fo  nutritious  as  the  fine  wheaten  bread  which 
»s  at  prefent  Aifed ;  with  refpe£l  to  wholefomenefs,  I  believe  the 
coarfer  bread,  if  people  were  ufed  to  it,  would  be  equally  whole- 
ibme ;  thor  would  require  more  of  it,  becaufe  there  is  left  Tiutri- 
ment  in  it.  I  conceive  the  whole  of  the  flour  to  be  wholefonrc 
except  the  hull*  or  huik.  As  to  what  is  called  the  common  brown 
•r  houfchold  bread,  I  do  not  conceive'  in  general  any  Inconveni* 
ence  to  the  health  of  the  people  would  refult  from  the  change  from 
flne  wheaten  bread  to  that.  1  wi(h  to  fugged,  that  in  many  cafes 
an  addition  of  the  coarfer  parts  to  the  very  iine  parts  may  contri- 
bute to  make  the  food  more  digeftible. 

EKamination  of  Mr.  Thomas  Loveland,  Baker,  AldeHgate  Street. 

Suppoiing  ^^Ibs.  of  flour  to  be  got  out  of  a  buihe!  of  wheat, 
weighing  6olb5.  what  effect  do  you  think  that  would  have  upon  the 
market } 

C  am  not  competent  to  anfwer  that  queftfon. 
Do  you  conceive,  that  if  the  legiflaturc  were  to  order  only  a  par- 
ticular fort  of  flour  to  be  ground,  dnd  the  bread  to  be  madie  out  of 
that  flour  was  to  be  of  a  coarfer  fart  than  that  which  ie  at  prefent 
ufed  in  the  metropolis,  that  it.  would  be  acceptable  to  your  cuf« 
tomers?  . 

To  the  majority  it  would,  not. 
Would  it  be  fo  to  the  lower  orders  of  youraifiomers^ 

Itvcmfd  not. 
If  the  making  only  a  coarfer  (ort  of  bread  t^han  what  is  at  pre« 
fent  iifed  would  be  equally  agreeable  to  your  cuilomer^  would  it 
foe  any  detriment  to  your  trade  ? 

As  I  am  certain  that  a  lack  qf  coarfe  flour  would  not  make  aa 
much  bread  as  a  lack  of  flne  flour,  udeis  an  additiooal  allowance 
was  made  to  the  bakers,  it.wcuild  nat  be  equally  profitable. 
.    It  not  the  affize  fet  in  fuch  a  manner,  at  prdeat,  as  to  make  it 
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^infavotirable  to  baken  to  bake  ftapdard  wheatim  bread  rather  than 
fiite? 

Cert^iiUy  it  is.;  but  the  aifize  h  equally  fovoiirable'to  makioi; 
he  prefent  houfehold  bread,  and  making  the  fine  wheaten  bread* 

What  proportion  of  houfehold  bread  do  you  make  for  your  cuf^ 
tomcrs  at  prcfcnt  ?  .      . 

I  make  none ;  my  cuftomers  would  not  ufe  it.  At  the  laft 
icarcity  I  made  it  for  fotne  time,  but  I  found  they  would  not  eat  tt. 
*  Do  yeu  know  whether  floisr  made  of  the  whole  of  the  wheat, 
without  taking  out  any  but  the  coarfe  pollards  and  bran,  wouU 
make  as  much  bread  to  the  (ack  of  flour  as  the  fine  flour  at  prefieot 
ufed? 

I  think  it  would  not.  When  Governor  Pownall's  AGt  was 
jiailedy  I  made  fome  of  that  bread*  and  from  it  I  found  it  would 
not  make  the  quantity  that  a  fack  of  fine  houfehold  would«  The 
difference  was  trifling,  perhaps  a  quartern  loaf  out  of  a  fack. 
How  many  quartern  loaves  do  you  make  out  of  a  (ack  of  flouf  ? 
Upon  an  averaee  eighty.  A  fack  of  flour  weighs  aSolbs.  and 
produces  twenty  ptck  loaves,  of  lyjbs.  6oz«  each;  it  yields  a  weight 
of  347lbs.  8oz.  which  mak^  an  additional  weight  of^^  67lbs.  8oa.  in 
water,  yeafl,  and  faltv 

>  Do  you  not  think,  that  the  adoption  of  the  regulations  inPow^* 
nail's  A6^|  are  impradicable  with  the  prefent  mode  of  letting,  tho 
affize?  t 

'    I  think  the}  are. 

Is  there  any  mode  that  you  thipk  might  be  adopted,  in  order  to 
economize  the  expenditure  of  wheat,  wheat  flour,. or  bread  ? 

The  only  mode  that  has  occurred  to  me,  is  to  prohibit  the 
;  fale  of  new  bre<id,  that  the  baker  ihould  not  fell  it  before  twenty* 

four  hours  after  baking. 

What  would  be  the  amount  of  the  faving.  if  this  mode  was 
adopted  f  ^ 

I  think  the  (aving  in  London  would  be  one  flxth* 
Would  there  be.anyobjeAion  to  prohibit  the  baker  fromfelling 
it  before  forty-eight  hours? 
«  I  tniitk  D9t«  .  *     .       . 

Would  the  faving  be  greater  in  that  cafe  than  at  twenty-four 
htkirs? 

•I  think  it  would,  but  cannot  iay  how  much.    I  think  alfo  this 
bread  would  be  more  wholefome  than  new  bread. 

Are  you  aSamn'ron,  that  the  fame  quantity  of  breads  baked  for 
twenty-four  or  lorty-cight  hours,  would  be  equally  nutritive,  and 
go  as  far  by  way  x)f  food  as  new  bread,  notwithftandtng  its  iofs 
!  m  weight?- 

I  think  it  would  be  equaUy  nutritivei  and  would  go  further  ^ 

j  hiy  reafon  is  this,  we  have  cuOoiners  who  eat  new  bread  (poor  fa* 

hitlies)  and  we  obferve  that  their  confumption,  although  tne  fame 

:  number  in  iimily)  and.  although  df  the  fiune  dafi  of  life,  is  roorv 

>  than 
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flttn  that  hm\f  who  eat  fiale  bread,  in  the  proportion  of  about 
ooe-fixfh. 

Do  you  think  that  the  great  diflSsrence  of  price  between  the  fine 
wheateo  bread,  and  that  made  of  the  whole  of  the  wheats  except 
the  pollards  and  coarfe  bran,  would  hot  induce  the  common  people 
to  purchafe  it  on  account  of  that  great  difFerence  ? 

1  think  it  would  not;  my  reafon  is,  when  I  made  the  bread 
of  .the  whole  produce  of  the  wheat,  except  the  pollards  and  brao,  I 
found  the  people  would  not  eat  it.  I  beg  to  obferve,  that  notwith^ 
(landing  the  great  price  of  bread,  the  poorer  part  of  my  cuftomers 
paj  for  it  with  cheerfulnefs. 

Mr.  Loveland  being  affain  examined,  ftated,  that  he  had  weighed*^ 
two  quartern  loaves  /rem  drawn  on  the  Tuefday  morning  at  utt 
.  '  o'clock,  and  asain  on  the  folbwing  morning  at  ten  o'clc^  and 
found  thev  had  loft  each  in  weight  about  an  ounce  and  three 
Quarters:  on  the  next  morning  at  teif  o^clock  he  re- weighed  the 
lame  loares,  and  found  they  had  loft  rather  better  than  two  ounces 
in  the  whole. 

Mr.  Loveland  alfo  confirmed  what  he  had  ftated  on  his  formei^ 
ecamination,  refpc&iiig  the  faving  that  would  ariie  from  prohibit* 
ing  the  ufe  of  new  bread ;  and  added,  that  three-founhs  of  the^ 
bread  he  fold  was  n^w,  and  he  believed  the  grcateft  part  was  con- 
fumed  while  in  that  ftate :  and, 

A  fample  of  meal,  whichv^as  Mt  produced  to  the  Committee  by 
Mr«  Alderman  Watfon,  being  fhewn  the  witnefs,  he  was  alked\ 
whether  that  meal  Would  make  focb  a  fort  of  bread  as  his  cuf* 
tomers  would  like  ?  he  faid,  it  would  net. 

Examination  of  Mr.  James  Johpfton,  Baker,  Strand. 

Do  you  conoeivey  that  if  the  legiflature  were  to  order  only  a 
particular  fort  of  flour  to  be  ground,  and  the  bread  to  be  made  out 
of  that  flour  was  tp  be  of  a  coarftr  fort  than  that  which  is  at  pre« 
fent  ufed  in  the  ix^etropoUs  that  it  would  be  acceptable  lo  yo^ir 
cuftomers? 

I  think  \t  wpuid  npt»  for  this  neafi^t? :  forpe  ihprt  timfs  ago,  I 
firm  to  market  to  ordq-  five  facks  of  thp  ftandi9f4  i^eal,  bui:  got 
onlv  onel  on  the  Sunday  following,  my  man,  put  of  ^iftake,  mixed 
it  with  the  other  flour  in  the  trough ;  tliere  wf  re  twf^ve  jbpiflieis  i|y. 
all,  five  of  which  were  of  this  fort.  On  the  IMipndar  inoratlig, 
when  our  cuiiom^^  larrived,  we  toM  th^n^  of  the  mi^ake,  ^ad  that 
we  ii>  con^equ^nc^  would  abate  a  peony  on  the  quartern  ieaf ;  bttt* 
they  in gimralwerequUedijISitislied  within, ^nddefiredt^ha^vje  nf^ 
more  of  it,  iaying  th^t  it  would  not  go  fQ  £ar. 

Is  Aot  the  tifyt  fet  in  fuch  a  nuiniyer  at  pna^ftf^  aeto  ma^^- 
unfavoucabJe  to  bak^  jto  bak/e  Aapdafidi  wi^LKCfi  b«r<#d  rath^. 
th^mfinef 

Certainly  it  is. 

Is  there  any  mode  that  you  think  might  be  adopted  in  order  to 
eppQomize  the  expenditure  of  wheat,'  wheat  flour,  or  bread  ? 

o  %  Stale 
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Stale  bread :  I  (liould  recommend  bv  all  means,  that  the  le^ 
giflature  fliould  ena6l,  that  bakers  (hould  not  fell  bread  that  had  not 
been  baked  twenty-four  hours;  which  bread  would  go  further^  and 
be  a  great  deal  whoiefomer.     Nine  loaves,  in  that  cafe,  would  go- 
as  far  as  twelve  new  ones.     I  think  I  fpeak  within  bounds. 

When  you  msntion  that  nine  fVaie  loaves  would  go  as  far  as- 
twelve  new  ones,  do  you  fpeak  upon  experience,  and  what  is  that 
Ocpcrience  ? 

That  is,  when  a  family  let  themielves  run  out  of  ftale  bread, 
and  have  nothin^r  but  new,  they  will  always  eat  three  loaves  extra ; 
we  know  it  by  the  bills  of  our  cuflomers;  and  we  know  that  one- 
Half  of  the  bread  which  as  baked*  today,  will  be  carliy  the  poorer 
fort  of  people  in  the  courfe  of  the  day. 

What  lots  of  weight  will  there  be  to  the  quartern  loaf  io  twenty- 
four  hours  ? 

Two  ounces,  according  to  the  experience  I  have  had. 
Then  Mr.  Johnfton  delivered  in  to  the  Committee  a  paper,  by 
which  it  appeared,  that  in  the  metropolis  alone  i6o  facksof  fiour,. 
con^iHng  of  Hve  bufhels  each,  would  be  faved  per  day  by  the  adop- 
tipn  of  &ile  hi  ead,  which  would  amount  in  the  year  to  58,240* 
lacks. 

Was  that  edimate  made  by  yourfelf  alone,  or  ip  conjunAio* 
with  others  in  the  trade  ? 

In  conjundion  with  others  of  the  trade. 
.  Do  you,  from  your  knowledge  of  the  trade,  believe,  that  what  is 
confunaed  in  the  making  of  gingerbread  might  be  applied  towards 
making  bifcuits  ? 

I  do ;  and  I  wifh  to  fuggefl,  that  there  might  be  a  confiderable 
faving  to  prohibit  the  makiug'of  fancy  bifcUits. 

Examination  of  Mr.  Alderman  Watfon. 

Are  you  of  opinion,  that  if  a  law  was  enabled  to  prohibit  the 
Cffe  of  any  but  one  fpccies  of  flour,  that  more  could  be  obtained 
for  the  fuftenance  of  man  fhan  is  obtained  at  p^efent  ?  . 

I  am  of  opinion,  that  if  the  wheat  when  ground  fliould  have 
nothing  taken  from  it,  but  by  means  of  a  12s.  feamed  cloth,  more 
fuftenance  for  man  would  be  drawn  from  it  than  is  obtained  by  * 
making  finer  fk)ur ;  upon  the  average  of  marketable  Englrftrwheat, 
I  fbouTd  think  at  leafl  one-fifth  more. 

Do  you  take  Into  your -account,  in  that  calculation,  the  ufe  at 
prefent  made  of  what  is  called  feconds,  thirds,  and  middlings,  which 
do  not  appear  at  prefent  to  be  loft  for  the  fuftenance  of  man  ? 

I  do:  the  grounds  of  my  calculation  are,  that  a  conflderable 
part  of  what  is  taken  from  the  bufliel  of  wheat,  by  means  of  fine 
dreffing,  and  may  not  now  be  applied  for  the  fuftenance  of  man, 
would  then  come  into  that  ufe  by  means  of  drefiing  the  meal 
througli  a  I2S,  feamed  cloth. 

Mr.- 


nspmtsroF^raE  coRjr.coaiMn^BB. 


^^ 


Mr.  Alderman  Watfon  then  delivered  in  a  Paper^  on  whxdt  heiaUK 

he.fouiided  his  Calculations:  viz. 


,  Weight  per 
Quarter. 


Produce  per  Qavter. 


Piime  Wheat 
Middle  Price  do. 
Low  Price  do. 


Army  Flour 

Coarfe 
Pollard. 

Bran. 

462  lbs, 
448  lbs. 
438  lbs. 

374  lbs. 
360  lbs. 
342  lbs. 

28  lbs. 
28  lbs. 
28  lbs. 

44  lbs. 
44  lbs.. 
52  lbs. 

Wafie. 

16  lbs*' 
16  lbs. 
i6ib5l 


Suppofi'd  Price  of 
Wheat  per  Quar. 


Proportional  Value  of 


Prime  Wheat 
Middle  priced  do. 
Low  priced  do. 


Army  Flour, 
per  Sack. 


50s. 

44s 

40* 


■] 


40s. 


Coirfc  Pollard, 
pdr  Quirtcr. 


14  to  t6s. 


Bran  per 
Qiiarter. 


9  to  lOS. 


OBSERVATIONS. 

"  The  price  of  army  flour  is  nearly  the  fame,  whether  produced 
from  prime  wheat  or  inferior  forts  :  in  regard  to  fine  flour,  there 
is  a  difference,  as  prime  wheat  will  produce  whiter  flour. 

*^  The  value  of  army  flour,  as  above  put  down,  is  what  the  miller 
would  fell  it  for  (fuppoling  the  price  of  wheat  to  be  as  aflumcd) 
including  his  profit  and  all  charges,  and  he  would  for  that  fum  de- 
liver it  at  the  baker*s  houfe,  if  at  a  moderate  diilance.  But  if  voa 
purchafe  your  wheat,  and  have  it  manufadtured,  the  flour  will  come 
cheaper.  You  then  pay  for  grinding  and  dreifing  ive.  6s.  per  load 
of  c  quarters,  or  2s.  6d.  per  quarter ;  you  aifo  pay  the  expence  tO' 
and  firom  the  mill.  Lighterage  on  wheat  bought  on  lliip  bpard, 
in  the  port  of  London,  is  firom  3d.  to  8d.  per  quarter,  according  to 
the  diftance  of  the  mill.  The  caniage  of  the  flour  from  the  mill 
varies  according  to  circumflances. 

Flour  weighs  56  lbs.  per  bufliel,  without  didin^ion. 
Xoarfc pollard  from  14  to  16  Ibs-l  ^^.    -   . 
Bran        -^       from  iT  to  1 3  lbs.  /  P^^^*;^^* 

**  The  price  of  pollard  and  bran  does  not  rife  and  fiall  in  pro-  ' 
portion  to  the  price  of  wheat,  but  is  more  governed  by  the  fea- 
fdns,  and  the  price  of  oats,  barley,  and  beans,  for  which  grains  it 
is  a  fubflitute  in  many  cafes ;  it  is  dearer  in  winter  and  fpring 
than  in  fummer  and  autumn. 

**  Tbe  wafte  in  grinding  and  drefling  white  flour  is  greater  than 


in  manufafturing  araiy  flour,  and  will  be  from  14  to  3^  lbs.  prf* 
^iiartef»  ipfieadof  r61bs.  as  abore  ftated. 

*^  The  quantity  of  bread  produced  from  the  befi  dry  famplcs  of 
army  flour>  is  378  lbs. ;  whereas  the  like  flour  made  from  toiferuMr 
grain  will  not  produce  more  than  360  lbs.    Such  wheat  would  be- 
jRueh  improved,  and  produce  more  bread»  if  ^  little  kiln  dried. 
A  iack  of  white  flour  will  not  produce  as  much  bread  as  a  iack  of 
army  flour,  the  latter  taking  more  water  (called  liquor  by  the  ha* 
kers.) 

Mr.  Alderman  Watfon  tikewife  produced  to  \hc  Committeee  a> 
Joaf,  made  according  to  the  followmg  contrad;  viz. 

Cam]>  Bread. 

*^The  bread  to  be  made  of  good  marketable  Englifli  wheaten 
flour,  out  of  which  the  bran  has  been  taken  by  means  of  a  twelve 
fliilKngieamed  cloth,  and  well  prepared,  and  baked  into  loaves  of. 
fix  pounds,  or  three  pounds  each,  as  may  be  direc^^d.  In  the  baking 
of  which  leaven  fliall  not  be  ufed,  except  when  yead  cannot  poi- 
fibly  be  procured." 

CALCULATION. 

1  Quarter  of  wheat,  60  lbs.  pej*  bufliei        •        -        is    4^0 
Deduft  wafte  in  grinding  and  dreffing        •         -  6     « 

474 
'    Deduft  bran,  uippofe  6 lbs.  per  bufliei        «        -  48 

Drefled  meal  426 

The  fack  of  meal  280  lbs.  will  produce  at  lead  61  loaves 
of  well  baked  bread,  weighing  6  lbs,  each,  equal  to  83I 
quartern  ]oivcs  of  4  lbs.  5<§ozs. 

Dn  the  7th  June,  1799.     Contra^  for  bread  at  Winforl        . 
Camp,  6lbs.  -  -  -  -  b.J^^ 

Wbich  for  the  quartern  loaf  of  4  lbs.  5|o2s.        -         is        7I 

On  the  2ift  Nov.  1799.    Contrad  for  bread  in  the  Ifle\       . 

of  Wight,  6lbs.  .  -  -  .        /   »St 

Which  for  the  quartern  loaf  of  4lbs  5^ozs.         •         is      i  if 

At  this  laft  price  the  troops  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight  are  now  fupplied, 
and  the  contra^ors  dfl  not  complain. 

Do  you  think  that  the  ill-conditioned  wheat  could  be  made  vkter 
ef  for  the  fuffenance  of  man,  without  either  mixing  it  with  gooa 
wheat,  or  without  taking  from  it  a  greater  portion  of  bran  and 
poilard  tlian  is  taken  from  good  wheat  ? 

J  am  not  competent  to  ^nfwer  the  fiffl  part  of  the  quefllon, 
but  I  think  the  more  inferior  the  wheats  tbe  larger  quamity-of  braa 
and  pollard  muft  be  taken,  from  it. 

Will. 


KS^OIT  OF  THB  COXK  COMMtTTEK.  114 

Will  flour  or  meal  'keep  better  or  worfe  in  pofportion  to  tbe 
<{uantity  of  bran  and  6our  being  left  in  it? 

To  this  qiieftion  J  cannot  befitate  to  fay,  that  I  know  fron^ 
experience  tbe  coarfer  the  meal  the  better  it  will  keep,  and  bear 
tranfporting,  and  I  wifh  now  to  give  inftances  of  this  fa^. .  The 
meal  which  I  conftantly  ufed  for  fupplying  the  army  on  the  conf 
tinent  was  very  coarfe  ;  it  never  fpoiled  upon  my  hands,  though 
much  of  it  was  kept  for  many  months.  I  do  not  recollei£l  having 
one  fack  of  meal  condemned  during  the  whole  fervice;  but  iiiU,  ' 
further,  that  when,  m  July  ]af!,  I  was  directed  to  make  proviiioa 
for  an  army  on  the  continent,  I  wrote  to  a  refpedlable  houfe  at 
Bremen,  who  had  before  ferved  me,  and  to  another  at  Hamburgh^ 
immediately  to  provide  very  large  quantities  of  meal  made  from 
wheat,  and  I  fent  them  a  fample  of  meal  dreffrd  through  a  twelve 
ihiUiog  Teamed  r.lotb,  to  the  end  I  might  have  it  eqnaiiy  good. 

[Sample  produced.] 
They- were  not  capable  of  making  the  whole  fo  fine,  and  had  roy 
permiiiionto  provide  me  a  quantity  totally  unlifted.  .  . 

[Samples  of  which  were  produced.] 

This  meal  not  being  wanted  for  the  fervice  but  in  a  very  fl»gbt. 
proportion,  it  was  ordered  to  be  brought  to  England,  where  part  has 
arrived,  and  part,  from  the  feverity  of  the  frofi,  is  detained  on  fliip- 
board  waiting  for  a  thaw,  [t  is  from  that  part  whiah  haa  arrived 
which  I  produce  the  famples  of  fifted  and  unfifted  meal*  It  v«i 
not  made  from  kiln^ried  wheat :  it  had  remained  in  magazines  at 
Hamburgh  and  Bremen  in  facks  for  fqme  months.  Some  of  it 
on  (hip  board  from  eight  to  ten  weeks^  9nd  yet  arrired  here  m 
fuch  perfe^  condition,  that  Mr.  ScOtt,  who  has  had  the  charge  of  it 
from  its  arrival,  has  not  reported  to  me  of  any  part  of  what  re- 
mains in  danger  of  being  1  polled.  A  part  has  been  ibid  to  the 
meaJmen  or  bakers  by  pObric  auiflion,  and  none  of  them  havt 
complained  of  its  quality,  and  it  fold  for  a  good  price.  The 
part  which  remains  on  iliip-board,  and  where  I  waa  apprehen* 
five  it  might  heat,  I  am  informed  by  letters  as  late  as  the  yth 
of  the  prefent  month,  that  it  was  flill  perfe<^ly  cod,  and  ia 
good  order«  and  in  no  danger  of  fpoiling ;  from  fuch  meal  i$ 
the  unfifted,  the  Britifli  troops  on  the  continent  in  1794-5  bad 
their  bread  made  by  me,  and  1  never  had  a  complaint  of  its  beinc 
bad  in  quality,  or  of  its  lacking  llrength  to  fupport  them.  If  I 
could  have  had  it  in  fufficient  quantities  fifted  through  a  twelve 
ihilliog  cloth,  it  certainly  would  have  been  done.  Some  time  in 
May  or  June,  1798,  I  was  dire6tied  to  provide  a  very  conlideraUe 
quantity  of  fine  flour,  and  to  lay  i^  into  magasines  between  LoQH 
don  and  Windfor ;  it  was  provided  under  the  immediate  direction 
of  Mr.  Claude  Scott  j  frefh  flour,  apd  I  was  under  the  neceffity 
of  having  it  condantly  fhifted  to  prevent  it  from  (poiling,  at  a  con< 
fidefable  expence  and  U'^f!e,  and  in  the  autumn  ot  thatyear^jt  Wa^ 
fold  by  Mr.  Scott,  -at  public  fales,  as  (fade  flpur;  from  thefe  in-* 

ftancei 
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ftances  it  is  I  have  ventured  to  give  it  as  my  firm   opinion,  that 
the  coarfer  the  meal  is  the  better  it  will  keep. 
>  jyojou  think  if  there  was  only  one  fpeciesof  bread,  of  an  in- 
ferior quality  to  the  pcefent,  confiimeA  by  all  claflcs,  that  the  lower 
orders  of  the  people  in  this  inetropoiis  would  not  be  ialisfi^d  with 

I  think  i  (hottki  libel  the  people  if  I  faid  they  would  not,  pro* 
^ided  they  (hould  be  convinced  of  the  necellity  of  fuch  arraage- 
^  ments :  and  I  much  Fear  that  necelfitv  exifls. 

Do  you  think  that  any  other  means  fo  e^e^ual  can  be  taken  to 
induce  the  people  to  uie  bread  made  from  meal  fo  iifted  through  a 
1 2S.  feamea  cloth,  as  that  of  prohibiting  the  millers  from  making 
any  other  meal  for  fale  ? 

1  am  of  opinion  that  no  other  means  can  prove  fo  e&6^oal, 
.  and  that  bread  made  therefrom  would  be  lefs  liable  to  adultei^ioR 
than,  if  made  from  fine  flour. 

Have  yoH'any  reafon  to  believe  that  the  foi-eign  meal  you  have 
tMfore  defcribed,  underwent^ny  operation  to  make  it  keep  ? 

I  have  reafon  to  believe  it  underwent  no  operation  whatever. 
*  Mr.  Ahderm«in  Watfon  being  again  examined,- faid,  that  when 
fie  ftated  in  his  former  examination,  that  coarfe  flour  would  keep 
'  lietterthan  fine,  he  meant  if  they  were  both  kept  equally  dry ;  in 
cafe  of  Any  wet  coming  to  them,  the  fine  flour  would  undoubtedly 
refiftittbemof^. 

Are  you  of  opinion,  that  the  a6l  1 3  Geo.  III.  cap.  62.  can  in 
any  degree  be  rendered  eflfe6tual,  even  locally,  at  the  difcretion  of 
the  magtftrsftes^  unlefs  the  i*ertri<^ions  of  that  aift  ak'e  extended  to 
millers 

I  am  of  opiaion,  that  the  power  given  to  the  magifirates^  if 
lexercifed,  would  be  the  means  of -the  people  wanting  bread,  for  un- 
lefs the  millers  are  compelled  to  furnifh  the  meal  neced^ry  to  the 
shaking  of  the  bread,  the  power  of  the  magifh'ates  and  the  effoits 
of  the  bakers  would  prove  ineffeftual. 

.  Can  )x>u  fugged  any  other  means  of  bringing  into  ufc  a  greater 
quantity  of  the  produce  of  the  wheat,  or.efiedling  a  ikving  of  that 
^mrtkle  Ml  the  confumption  of  bread  ?  • 

I  know  no  other  means  of  iucreafing  the  materisLi  necedary  to 
the  oiaking  of  bread  from  wheat,  but  that  of  havioz  it  drefl<:d 
through  a  i2,s.  feamed  cloth;  but  I  think  th,e  conlumptron  of 
t>read  would  be  materially  leflehed  by  prohibiting  the  bakers  from 
felling  any  bread  but  what  fiiould  be  drawn  from  the  oven  at  leaft 
twenty-four  hour?  before  difpofed  of,  and  I  ktiow  by  experience 
that  this  would  lelfen-  the  conliimptipii  materially. 

Examination  of  Mr.  Claude  Scott,  Corn  Merchant. 

'    What  is  your  opinion,  from  i\^e  the  beft  infonnatioa  you  haVe 
^een  able  to  obtain,  of  the  produce  of  th^  i^  huxd^,  aa  to  >7brat  ^ 
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In  ^nera],  I  underfttnd,  the  produce  turvs  out  to  be  unulo^ty 
dek&Avc }  on  the  whole  I  queftion  whether  the  produce  will  turn 
t>ut  naore  than  half  a  cood  crop ;  for  in  the  moft  produAive  coua** 
ties  foch  as  Eilex,  Kent,  and  Suffolk,  I  underiiand  the  medium 
produce  is  not  more  than  two  quarten  per  acre  j  the  quality,  how- 
ever, is  good.  In  other  counties,  particularly  the  northern  counticSi 
the  harveil  has  bctn  left  productive,  afid  the  quality  unufually  bad. 

What  profpedl  ^o  yoa  conceive  there  is  of  a  Uippiy  of  whca# 
from  foreign  countries  ? 

I  think  generally  the  fupply  will  be  moderate ;  the  crops  in  ge- 
.  neral  akyroad  have  not  been  very  produ^ive,  and  in  feme  parts, 
where  wc  ufually  Jook  for  fupplies,  the  exportation  has  lately  been 
prohibited ;  I  mean  the  Pnilfian  provinces  bordering  on  the  Elbe. 
Our  principal  fouixc  of  fupply  may  .be  looked  for  this  year  from 
the  Baltic,  and  chiefly  from  Poland ;  for  the  produce  of  the  harveil 
in  the  Pruffian  provinces  bordering  on  the  Baltic  has  been  unufually 
bad,  and  the  quality  very  light  and  inferior*  A  considerable  quan- 
tity may  be  looked  for  from  Poland,  if  there  is  no  obiirudtion  to 
its  paflkge  to  the  flipping  ports.  I  have  no  means  of  judging  the 
precife  quantity  from  that  part,  but  I  hope  it  will  be  conflderable, 
for  the  high  prices  of  Great  Britain  will  be  the  means  of  bringing 
all  they  can  fpareJ  The  King  of  PruiBa  ha^  already  prohibited  the 
^port  ^f  all  other  grain  but  wlieat;  and  it  is  apprehended  that 
prohibition  may  be  extended  to  wheat,  particularly  in  the  event  of 
a  further  advance  in  the  prices  in  Great  Britain,  which  might  create 
an  alarm  in  thofe  countries.  Some  quantity  of  wheat  may  alio  be 
expeded  from  RufTia,  ^ym  I  have  no  means  of  afceitaining  how 
much.  The  exportation  of  corn  is  flri^Iy  prohibited  from  Holr 
iand,  Flanders,  and  France.  By  very  recent  informations  from 
Havre  de  Grace.  I  am  informed  that  the  crop  of  wheat  in  France 
is  one-third  lefsthan  the  preceding  ye^;  the  prices  one^-third 
iiigher,  but  compared  to  the  price  in  other  cQUi)tries  they  are  very 
low.-  With  reipe^  to.  America,  by  the  lail  advices,  which  cam^ 
yef^erday,  dated  Philadelphia,  a^th  December  lad,  and  by  previous 
advices,  the  produce  of  the  crop  iii  America  hd  year  exceeds  that 
of  any  year  for  the  lafl  feven  years,  but  far  fliort  of  what  has  been 
the  produce  preceding  that  period ;  the  reafon  is,  the  devaftation 
committed  by  the  Heflian  fly,  which  has  difcouraged  the  growth  of 
wheat.  Sonne  quantity  of  flour  in  particular  may  be  expcAed  frona 
thence,  although  the  pricey  there  are  very  high.  The  prices  of 
•Hour,  including  air  charges  of  freight,  &c.  would  flaud  in  about 
oos.  per  lack,  and  of  wheat  about  loos.  per  quarter.  I  undeifland 
likewife  that  a  quantity  may  be  expected  from  Canada,  but  I  have 
no  infonnation  what  quantity,  or  at  what  prices. 

Do  you  conceive  that  there  are  any  means,  and  what  are  they,  of 
economi2ingthe  quantity  of  wheat  now  in  the  country  ? 

From  the  opmions  I  have  colle^ed  irom  all  ■  perfoos  concerned 

ifi  the  eom  trade,  and  which  coincide  with  m^  own,  I  do  not  know 

Arfzn.    Voi^L  p  ai^ 
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knj  bett^  means  of  economizing  the  confihnpdon  of-wbett|  dba 
by  recorMn^ndtug  to  the  public  hot  to  eat  any  bread  uptil  it  hib 
been  baked  a  certain  numbttr  of  hours. 

Do  yotl  conceive  didt  prohibiting  the  millers  from  makia^nsor* 
rhsn  ode  fort  of  flour,  would  or  would  not  lead  to  any  C4X>iiomy  of 
rhat  articfe  ? 

I  do  think  !r  would  not,  becauft  I  believe  that  nearly  the.whoie 
^oduce  of  the  wheat  is  confuffied  diredly  for  human  food,  apd  in- 
direftlv  fo  in  the  fupport  of  fwint  and  poultry;  a  iixiall  pfiut  is 
likewifc  lifed  for  horici. 

Do  you  conceive  that  any  part  of  the  wheat,  which  is  now  ap« 
piled  to  the  Aipport  of  fwine,  poultry,  and  cattle,  could  be  applied 
to  advantage  in  incrcaiing  the  quantity  of  bread  for  man  ?  . 

I  believe  not,  becaule  the  veiy  high  price  of  flour,  I  con^ve, 
IS  a  ftrong  inducement  to  the  miilers  to  introduce  as  mi^cfa  of  tiie 
meal  into  flour  of  the  difftrent  divifions^  aa  can  be  made,  ufe  of  to 
advantage  for  the  fgflenfiticc  of  man. 

From  your  own  experience,  do  you  know  whether  eoarfe  floor 
or  iine  flour  will  keep  longdl  without  damage,  and  will 'bear  beft 
the  water  carriage  > 

Moil  undoubtedly  flne  flour  will  keep  longefi  in  any  (ituatiott  f 
and  that,  I  thinks  is  proved  by  the  American  flour,  which  H  the 
fineH  in  the  world,  keeping  in  ^bod  condition  much  longer  than 
any  other  flour  of  the  bed  fort  m  Europe.  The  greater  th^mix^ 
ture  of  bran  in  any  flour,  the  greater  tendency  there  is  tp  ierniea> 
tation* 

Do  you  not  fuppofe  a  greater  proportion  of  flour  mighty  oa 
emergency,  be  acquired  for  the  food  of  man  by  a  difierent  m<diod 
of  dreffing  the  flour  th4n  is  now  pra^ftifed  in  London  aod  its  naigli** 
bourhpod  ? 

I  have  already  flated,  that  pearlv  the  whole  produce. of  the 
grain,  in  my  opinion,  goes  to  the  fuuenance  of  man ;  but  I  eon- 
ceive  a  manufa^i;rer  of  wheat  is  better  qualified  to  aofwer  thii 
queflion  in  detail. 

'  Does  not  American  flour  keep  longer  than  the  flour  takep  from 
European  wheat,  in  confequence  of  the  American.corn  beii^  ia  in 
nature  much  drier  ? 

Doubtlefs  the  drier  the  wheat  is  the  lonfi;er  will  the  flour  keep: 
l>ut  I  have  obferved,  that  the  meal  which  I.haYe  been  dire£ked  to 
provide  for  the  purpofes  of  government,  has  been  more  fubjed  to 
neat  than  flour ;  by  meal,  I  mean  the  whole  produce  of  the  wbetf^ 
except  the  bran.  The  finer  the  meal  is  drefled,  theloogery  '^^^oy 
opi^'ion^  wHl  the  flour  keep. 

If  81b«.  of  pollards  and  bran  are  taken  from  6olb$.  of  wheati 
will  phe  flour  be  too  eoarfe  too  keep  a  fofficient  time  for  the  Lon- 
don markets  ?  ' 

If  it  came  from  a  diilant  county  in  warm  weather^  it  would 
be  verv  liable  to  heat,  particularly  under  circuniftances.  of  the  laft 
'^arveft.      '  » 
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of  flour,  from  the  doubts  entertained  by  the  miUerSvparticiilajrljl 
the  diftant  ones,  whether  the  A£t  zj  Geo.  IIL  will  be  enforced  by 
the  magiftrates  of  the  city  of  Loudon  ? 

I  do  nor  believe  thofe  doubts  have  yet  bad  that  tendency,  \xtA 

caufe  the  millers  have  concluded,  as  far  as  1  have  been -able  to  karn, 

that  fufficfeat  time  would  be  allowed  them  to  difpofe  of  their  floue 

made  in  the  ufual  manner:  but  it  may  have  operated  as  fome 

check  in  fupplyiug  themfelves  with  wheat ;  becaufe  if  thoie  pro* 

vi5ons  Ihould  be  etrfbrced,  they  nii^ht  be  le&  dainty  as  to  the  (brt 

of  wheat  they  need  purchafe  for  the  fupply  of  the  London  market. 

Do  yon  remember  the  fale  of  meal  at  the  Langbourn-Ward 

Coffee-boufe,  nndcr  the  inftruAion  of  Mr.  Commiflary  Watfon  ? 

There  were  two  fales-'-fhe  lad  about  three  wecl&s  ago,  confid- 

ifigof  two  defcriptions,  one  called  fiftea  meal,  the  other  uofifted* 

I  do  not  recoiled  the  particular  prices  they  foid  for,,  but  I  believe 

there  Was  a  difference  of  about  los.  per  ba^  be  Veep  each  other  of 

i44lbs* 

To  what  pttrpofts  was  that  mea!  applied  ? 

Moft  of  it  was  purchafcd  for  the  diftant  couo^eis. 
Was  any  bought  by  the  meal  men  and  bakers  ? 

Not  much  ;  fome  was  piirchafedby  bifcuit  bakers— It  was  not 
kiln-dried. 

In  what  condition  was  it  ? 
-     It  came  all  cool,  but  feme  df  it'had  been  out  of  condition ;  oa 
Ihe  whole,  the  quJiJity  was  very  good.  ' 

Was  it  fit  for  making  houfchold'brdad? 
Not  tn  its  then  prcfcnt  ftate  as  meal. 
What  do  you  mean  by  a  good  crop  of  wheat  ? 

That  which  of  itfelf  is  fufficient  to  fupply  the  confumption  of 
the  country.  '  '  . 

Ashi^lf  the  flipply  neTeffaiT  for  th*  confurtiplion  of  the  country 
is  deficient,  how  do  yon  fuppofe  that  deficiency  will  be  made  up? 

I  coiifider  there  was  a  great  furplus,  at  Jthe  conim^ncement  of 
this  harveft,  of  the  produce  of  the  laft  year,  perhaps  two  months 
confumption  of  the  couiitr}*,  and  olfo  a  qif.iiitity  of  foreign  wheat 
that  was  in  different  ports  of  the  kindgdom;  nevertheJefs,  1  am 
clearly  of  opinion  there  will  be  no  pc^llihlity  of  obtaining  a  quan- 
tity  of  wheat  fufficient  to  fupply  the  (quantity  ufually  conl'umed  of 
wbeaten  bread. 

Do  you  taki^  into  your  account,  in  this  laft  aafwer,  the  probable 
amount  of  the  wheat  that  .will  be  imported  from  foreign  coun- 
tries ? 

Certainly. 
Do  you  kuorw  what  has  been  the  ftate  of  the  crops  of  barley  and 
oats? 

I  believe  they  are,  in  point  of  quanfity,  pretty  good,  b'Jt  badly 
harvefted,' and  in  q'tallty  eK'.eeJing  bad.  I  fpealt  of  the  fouthirn 
parts  of  Eugland* 

p  a  Can 
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Can  any  confidenble  ^pply  of  thefe  articles  be  eq)e£ted  &bt{t 
ioreien  counirie$  ?  .         ^  * 

Some  oats  may  be  expelled,  but  lefs  iii  quantity  than  in  any* 
year  I  remember.  With  refpe^t  to  barley,  I  believe  th^ioiporta'* 
tion.wili  l)c  much  lefs.  We  import  very  little  barley  at  any  time. 
.-  As  it  feeu^  there  is  a  deficiency  of  one«>third  ot  the  confump'- 
tiocv^  vad  the  prnfped^  of  a  foppty  from  abroad  is.  iefs  than  in  for- 
mer  years  have  you  any  opinion  in  refpeift  tor  the  means  of  re- 
medying thi»  evil  ? 

J  nave  noiiiing  diors-to  fuggeit^than  «hat  I  have  already  nien'- 
tioaed. 

ExaiTynation  of  Mr.  Arthur  Yoimg. 

Haveyoit  any  information  refpci^Uug.  tlie  produce  and  quality  of 
the  laft  crop  of  wheat  ?  .      w 

If  have  had  letters  from  mod  parts  of  the  country,  the  pur- 
port of  which  are,  that  the  deficiency  of  the  crop  generally 
amounts  to  one- third;  but  from  vanoii»pcrrons  I  had  fecond  and 
third  commuiiications  corre^^ing  their  former  Hatements  as  they 
advanced  in  threflii ng,  which  makes  the  deficiency  (HH  greater,  in 
ibme  cafes  amounting  to  half.  The  deficiency  that  has  been  cor- 
re^ed  in  the  fecond  and  thhd  accounts,  includes  quality  as  well  a» 
quantity,  from  which  I  conclude,  if  fimilar  accounts  were  received 
vomothei'  cocrefpondents,.  the  deftciency  would  be  found  to  amount 
to  njqrc  than  brie-third. 

When  you  ft<ite  that  the  deficiency  of  the  a*op  amounts  to  one-- 
third  or  one-half,  do  you  mean  one-third  or  one-hali  of  an  aver- 
age crop,  or  of  an  abundant  crop  ? 

I  always  mean  one  third  of  an  average  produce. 

Do  you  mean  by  an  avciage  pioduce  of  wheat,  that  which  of 
itfelf  will  be  fufHcient  for  the  fupply  of  Great  Britain  and  its  de- 
pendencies, without  taking  into  account  any  import,  or  any  flock 
remaining  from  former  years  ? 

I>  allude  to  nothing  of  export,  import,  or  ftork,  but  merely 
-tfic  produce  of  bufhels  per  acre ;  and  1  conceive  that  an  average 
crop'never  feeds  the  country,  it  xb  fo  far  (liort'as  the  average  im- 
port amounts  to,  which  is  always  iomething. 
.  How  ma.'Yy  bufhels  do  you  allow  per  acre  in  your  computatipa 
of  an  averaj;ecrop?  > 

Sometliing. between  twenty-two  and  twenty-four. 

Have  yon  any  intomiation  with  refpe<5l  to  the  (lock  in  hand  ct 
the  period  of  the  laft  harveft,  and  the  quantity  of  foreign  wheat  in 
the  country  at  that  time  r 

I  know  nothing  of  the  quantity  of  foreign  wheat,  but  mv  in- 
formation i  s  that  the  Hock  on  hand  was  very  f'awll  (probably  not 
one  moniiV-  confiimption)  in  the  country.  1  had  no  information 
what  ilock  there  was  in  London.  1  fpr'ak  j>f  ^heend  ot  the  bar- 
vfeft,  which  was  yerv  bet?. 

Wha^ 


RCfORT  07  TRl  COtK  tOMHtXTEM*  ttj 

• 

«t  What  i&;)^ur  information  rdpcAing  the  iaft  crop  of  iiarley^  oatsr^ 
and  rye?  .     > 

The  produce  of  barlej^  and  oats  deficient,  perhaps,  one-fomti^ 
or  one^fiftn  in. point  of  quanttty;  in  fonae  places  the  crops  wrofe^ 
but  Varyiiijji  confiderabl/;  in  other  places  the  crop  eoual  toan 
average  ojde  in  quantity,  but  in  point  of  quality  miKrabiy  bad^  in* 
Ibniuch  that  i'  know  of  fanps  that  have  (bid  barley  froni  aos.  ta 
60$.  per  quarter  from  the  fapie  farm,  and  I  iiave  had  ibforaiation 
which  feems  to  confirm  tbta  account,  which  is,  the  price  of  oaf 
£our  in  WeftnioreUnd,  and  that  rs,  4s.  6d.  the  ilone  of*  t4lbs.  b9¥ 
Ing  the  fattie  price  as^  wheat  flour  in  Suffolk,  with  wheat  of  i  rs.  8d. 
per  bufluel*  With  regard  to  rye  I  have  no  particular  isforma* 
ti<«i. 

Have  you  any  opinion  re(pe<9ing  the  confumption  of  wheat?    • 
It  i»  about  one  quaiter  per  head  on  the  population  of  the 
country  amone  thofe  who  live  tipon  wheat ;  and  this  ieenas  the 
fettled  refult  of  all  enquiries  on  the  fubje6t. 

Do  you  not  believe,  when  the  price,  of  wheat  is  high,  one- 
third  of  the  inhabitants  recur'to  barlcv  or  oaten  bread,  including 
thofe  who  .make  it  their  habitual  food  r 
\  J  do  p<>t  conceive  the proponion  to  be  £>  great ;  what  it  would 

be  without  parochial  affimnoe,  is  another  thing;  but  I  dmin« 

.   kH:n>ed,  thir.ou^hout  a  great  pirt  of  the  kindgom,  the  general  affift*. 

ance  given  to  the  poor  is  by  money,  bread,  or  flour,  aU  three  beuig 

f  almolc  equally  an  encouragement  to*  the  confumption  of  wheat. 

.  And  I  beg  leave  to  add' a  very  important  coa/ideratton,  that  vaft  - 

fums  have  for  two  months  pafl  been  expended  throughout  the 

kingdom,  and  are  at  prefent  expending,  in  a  manner  that  tends 

Urongly  to  bring  on  a  great  incrcafe  of  the  prefent  fcarcity:  I 

perfonally  know  many  parifhes,  beiirg  country  villages  and  not 

towns,  that  expend  in  this  manner  from  4ol.  to  70].  per  month 

additional  to  their  common  rates— the  common  way  is  to  fell  wheat 

at  reduced  prices. 

Can  you  fuggeft  any  means,  of  economizing  the  expenditure  of 
wheat  ? 

J  think  the  prefent  fcarcity  fo  truly  aUrmingi  that  no^eco- 
nomy  whatevqr,  upon  the  mode  of  confumiag  wheat,  will  anfwer 
the  exigenc)  of  the  moment.  In  Snfrolk,  atte*mpts  have  been  made, 
and  are  now  making  in  fome  pariflies,  t6  mix  barley  and  rye  with 
wheat,  and  to  make  a  browner  fort  of  wheaten  bread ;  but  the 
diftrc6  of  the  jpoor  is  greats  notwithliauding  every  effort  of  this 
ibrt.  In  regard  to  a.  Ihndard  wheaten  bread,  I  cannot  fee  any 
N^  cottfiderable  relief  that  can  refult  from  it ;  it  feems  to  me  that  th'( 

whole  flour  of  the  wheat,  reckoning  that  flour  at  about  45lbs.  in 
6olbs.  of  wheat,  is  eateu  at  prefent.  A  new  regulation  may  take 
^me  DOunds  more  from  the  bran  and  pollard,  but  this  wili  have 
very  irttle  effect  as  a  general  remedy  ;  and  1  have  had  information 
from fevcrai  hard  w^kin^ people,  that  while  eating  brown  bread 

of 
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£dieir  own  xn^ing,  they  hare  not  beta  able  to  hboer  i^iA  lEia£ 
oe  and  beartinti$  which'  they  have  found  to  refult  from  the  fioe# 
ftv!to;  enokfltly  rejulting,  as  found  fay  other  obfencadpas,  ^00 
the  want  of  other  food  with  it.  In  citiea,  great  towns,  and  othcc* 
|lbcc6,  wbere  their  earnings  rndile  them  to  onofoflie  a  ihrall  quan^ 
tily  M  wheatt.tfavcoaclufioa  wouM  not  be  juft.  Something  mucb 
nofeefitoftuai  than  this  is  ab&hitely  neceflkry;,  and  I  venture  to 

Epokf  aaati  ^pioion,  that  nothing  ihort  of  llopping  the  coft* 
iption  of  oat&' by  horfes,  or  importing  rice  t»  a  very  great' 
amount*  or  extending  the  ufe  of  foup  almoft  generally,  will  be  equal 
to  the  demand  occafion^  by  the  icarcity.  I  conceive  the  coarfe 
Weady  confumcd  by  thoie  labourers  alluded  to,  to  be  pretty  much 
like  the  ftandard  parliamentary  wheaten  bread,  as  it  arofe  from 
their  own  grift»  ana  not  from  tiie  flour  brought. 

Po  you  underfland  that  bread*  which  is  commonly  csdied  *^  l>rown 
hvad  throughout  England,  is  made  of  flour  from  wh^KX  i5]bs. 
of  pollard  and  bran  are  taken  from  6oibs.  of  wheat  i 

Brown  bread  in  general  is  made  of  the  coarfe  flour  only,  that 
18  to  fay»  the  fine  flour  only  taken  out ;  but  that  is  not  the  bread  I 
alluded  to. 

I  beg  to  mention  a  circqmftanre  refpeAing  the  foup :  I  made  a 
copper  full  of  foup  every  day;  and  in  order  to  try  the  efiPcr^  of  the 
leaneft  meat  that  could  be  procured,  I  killed  ten  of  the  very  leaneft 

B  there  were  ia  a  flock  of  500 ;  and  tkizt  effe^  was  exceeding 
To  each  copper,  containing  30  gallons,  I  put  one  flieep  of 
aclbs.  to  5olbs.  a  peck  of  potatoes,  half  a  peck  of  oniona,  a 
peck  of  carrots,  a  peck  of  turnips,  half  a  peck  of  peafe,  and  6]bs. 
of  rice,  and  it  made  moft  excellent  foup,  which  the  poor  reliflied 
exceedingly,  and  the  outfetters  of  theparifli,  who  lived  five  miles 
oSif  came  for  it  very  readily ;  from  which  I  conclude,  that  one  very 
ip'eat  refource  for  the  kingdom  at  prefent  is  the  eflablfihment  of 
loup  ihops,  or  perhaps  rather  to  enforce  all  parochial  adiftance 
whatever  to  the  poor,  utiiverfally,  to  exclude  the  confumption  of 
wheat ;  which,  if  general,  would  do  more  to  alleviate  the  prefent 
fcarcity  than  all  allizes  of  bread  that  can  be  devifed. 

Do  you  not  conceive,  that  if  the  lower  orders  of  people  could  be 
induced  to  diminifli  their  confumption  of  bread,  aad  would  learn 
to  make  foups  fo  fill  up  that  deficiency,  upon  the  mofl  economical 
]dan,tbat  they  would  feed  tiiemfelves  for  much  lefs  than  they  are 
at  prefent  in  the  habit  of  doing,  and  with  much4»ore  wholefome 
food? 

I  am  clearly  of  that  opinion  ;  but  when  J.  fee  that  clafs  of  thtf 
people  better  inllru^led  than  the  poor,  are  at  prefent  fupplying 
them  in  country  villages  with  the  produce  of  wheat  only  ;  when  I 
feefogrofs  an  ahfurdity  in  their  fuperiors,  1  doubt  it  will  be  found 
very  difficult,  without  the  aid  of  Parliament,  tor  enforce  any  fuch 
Ocellent  a  confumption  as  tliat  of  foup  ;  and  I  am  well  convinced, 
that  if  proper  meafures  were  taken  to  prevent  parochial  afTiil-aiKo 

•  *  ill  * 
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in  wheat  and  money,  fubflituting  rice,  foup,  and  oat  flour,  and  po« 
tatoes,  if  to  be  had,  would  have  a  very  great  etteA  indeed  in  re« 
Tnedying  all  the  evils  of  the  prefent  fitnation. 

Do  vou  not  fuppofe,  that  if  the  brawn  bread,  to  which  you  have' 
alluded,  had  been  made  of  the  whole  of  the  flour,  that  is,  not  taking 
ont  the  fine  parts,  that  it  wpuld  be  fuficiently  nutritive  ? 

The  brown  |>read  [  alluded  to  was  fo  made,  being  taade  (|f 
their  own  wheat,  but  they  had  no  meat  to  eat  with  itf  . 


ILKO  OP  voii.  I.  i799-»i8oo» 


T*  CUlct|  Pri«tery  Saliibaiy-lj^uai«|  plcct-ftrect. 
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